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PREFACE. 


WITH  tlie  main  purpose  in  its  origin  of  interesting  veterans  in  their  own 
memories  and  of  instructing  the  generation  which  has  grown  up  since 
the  War  for  the  Union,  the  "  Century  War  Series,"  through  peculiar  circum- 
stances, has  exerted  an  influence  in  bringing  about  a  better  understanding 
between  the  soldiers  who  were  opposed  in  that  conflict.  This  influence,  of 
which  substantial  evidence  has  been  given,  North  and  South,  lends  additional 
historical  interest  to  the  present  work.  Many  commanders  and  subordinates 
have  here  contributed  to  the  history  of  the  heroic  deeds  of  which  they  were  a 
part.  General  Q-rant,  who,  in  accord  with  the  well-known  purpose  of  President 
Lincoln,  began  at  Appomattox  the  work  of  reconciliation,  contributed  to  the 
War  Series  four  papers  on  his  greatest  campaigns,  and  these  are  here  included. 
They  were  wiitteu  before  his  severe  illness,  and  became  the  foundation  of 
his  "  Personal  Memou's."  The  narrative  of  his  battles,  continued  under  the 
tragic  circumstances  of  the  last  year  of  his  life,  retrieved  his  fortunes  and 
added  a  new  laurel  to  his  fame.  The  good  temper  and  the  unpartisan  char- 
acter of  his  articles,  and  of  the  papers  by  the  leading  A\Titers  on  both  sides, 
are  the  most  significant  signs  in  these  pages.  For  the  most  part,  each  side 
has  confined  controversy  to  its  own  ranks,  and  both  have  emphasized  the 
l^euefit  as  well  as  the  glory  of  the  issue.  Coincident  with  the  progi'ess  of  the 
series  during  the  past  three  years,  may  be  noted  a  marked  increase  in  the 
number  of  fraternal  meetings  between  Union  and  Confederate  veterans, 
enforcing  the  con\'iction  that  the  nation  is  restored  in  spirit  as  in  fact,  and 
that  each  side  is  contributing  its  share  to  the  new  heritage  of  manhood  and 
peace. 

On  the  17th  of  July,  1883,  Mr.  Buel,  Assistant-Editor  of  "  The  Century" 
magazine,  proposed  in  detail  a  magazine  series  by  i^rominent  generals  of 


X  PREFACE. 

both  sides.  The  original  suggestion  (based  upon  the  success  of  two  articles 
from  different  points  of  view  on  the  John  Brown  raid,  in  " The  Century"  for 
that  month)  was  of  eight  or  ten  articles  on  the  decisive  battles  of  the  war, 
and  included  in  the  main  the  features  of  the  expanded  series.  ^Mi-.  E.  W. 
Gilder,  the  Editor-in-Chief,  at  once  coixliaUy  adopted  the  suggestion,  com- 
mitting the  charge  of  its  execution  to  Mr.  Johnson,  the  Associate-Editor, 
assisted  by  Mr.  Buel ;  from  the  start  Mr.  Gilder  has  aided  the  work  by  his 
counsel,  and  by  the  support  of  his  confidence  in  its  success  and  public  use- 
fulness—  ends  which  could  not  have  been  attained  excejit  for  the  liberal  and 
continued  support  of  Roswell  Smith,  Esq.,  President  of  The  Centuiy  Co.  The 
elaboration  of  the  first  plan,  the  seeming  of  the  contributions,  and  the 
shaping  and  editing  of  the  series  were  shared  by  Mr.  Johnson  and  Mr.  Buel, 
the  former  devoting  the  more  time  to  the  work  during  the  months  of  organ- 
ization, and  the  latter  having  entire  charge  of  the  editing  for  nearly  the  whole 
of  the  second  year.  The  course  of  the  series  in  magazine  form  was  fi"om 
November,  1884,  to  November,  1887. 

That  the  plan  and  the  time  of  the  enterprise  were  alike  fortunate,  may  be 
estimated  from  the  unprecedented  success  of  the  articles.  Within  six  naonths 
from  the  appearance  of  the  first  battle  paper,  the  circulation  of  "  The  Century" 
advanced  from  127,000  to  22.5,000  copies,  or  to  a  reading  audience  estimated 
at  two  millions.  A  part  of  this  gain  was  the  natural  growth  of  the  periodical. 
The  still  fiu'ther  increase  of  the  regailar  monthly  issue  during  the  first  year 
of  the  serial  jiui^lication  of  Messrs.  Nicolay  and  Hay's  Life  of  Lincoln  (1886-87) 
has  proved  the  permanent  character  of  the  interest  in  important  coutrilm- 
tions  to  the  history  of  the  Civil  War. 

The  present  work  is  a  natural  sequence  of  the  magazine  series,  and  was 
provided  for  before  the  publication  of  the  first  paper.  Both  the  series  and  this 
expansion  of  it  in  book  form  are,  in  idea  as  weU  as  in  execution,  an  outgTowth 
of  the  methods  and  convictions  belonging  to  the  editorial  habit  of  "  The  Cen- 
tury" magazine.  The  chief  motive  has  been  strict  fairness  to  the  testimony  of 
both  sides,  and  the  chief  endeavors  have  been  to  prove  every  important  state- 
ment by  the  "  Ofiicial  Records  "  and  other  trustwoi-thy  documents,  and  to  spare 
no  pains  in  the  interest  of  elucidation  and  accuracy.  These  ends  could  not  have 
been  attained  without  the  cordial  cooperation  as  writers,  and  assistance  as 
interested  actors,  of  the  soldiers  of  both  sides;  in  these  respects  the  aid 
rendered  by  veterans,  from  the  highest  rank  to  the  lowest,  has  been  unstinted, 
and  would  be  deserving  of  particular  mention  if  such  were  possible  within 
the  boxmds  of  an  ordinary  preface.  Nearly  every  wi-iter  in  the  work,  and 
very  many  others  whose  names  do  not  appear,  have  been  willing  sources 
of  suggestion  and  information.  Special  aid  has  been  received  from  General 
James  B.  Fry,  from  the  late  Colonel  Robert  N.  Scott,  who  was  the  editorial 
head  of  the  ''War  Records"  office,  and  from  his  successor.  Colonel  H.  M. 
Lazelle;  and  thanks  are  due  to  General  Adam  Badeau,  George  E.  Pond, 
Colonel  John  P.  Nicholson,  Colonel  G.  C.  Kniffin,  and  to  General  Marcus 
J.  Wright,  Agent  of  the  AVar  Department  for  the  Collection  of  Confederate 
Records. 
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Material  for  the  illustrations,  which  form  a  most  striking  and  not  the  least 
important  feature  of  the  work,  has  been  received  from  all  sides,  as  will  be 
noted  in  the  table  of  contents.  Special  acknowledgment  is  due  to  the  Massa- 
chusetts Commandery  of  the  Loyal  Legion,  to  whose  complete  set  of  the 
Gardner  and  the  Brady  photogTaphs,  as  well  as  to  other  material,  access  has 
been  had  from  the  beginning  of  the  series.  Colonel  Arnold  A.  Eand,  Ee- 
corder  of  the  Massachusetts  Commandery,  and  General  All.>ert  Ordway  have 
rendered  valuable  aid  in  connection  with  the  Brady  and  the  Gardner  photo- 
graphs and  in  other  ways.  The  importance  of  accuracy  has  been  kept  con- 
stantly in  view  in  the  preparation  of  the  illustrations — a  laborious  work 
which  has  been  executed  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Alexander  W.  Drake, 
Superintendent,  and  Mr.  W.  Lewis  Fraser,  Manager,  of  the  Art  Department 
of  The  Century  Co.  ^^^  ^mTom. 

New  York,  November,  1887. 


CORRECTIONS   IN    THE    FIRST    EDITION. 
Page     5.  For  Admiral  Charles  A.  Davis  (so  printed  in  part  ot  tile  edition),  read  Admiral  Charles  H.  Davis. 
Page     G  and  page  108.  For  Charles  G.  Memminger,  read  Christopher  H.  Memminger. 

Page  41.  "From  Moultrie  to  Sumter,"  by  General  Doubleday.  Concerning  the  .statement  that  Major  Robert 
Anderson,  of  Kentucky,  "  was  a  regular  officer  and  owner  of  a  slave  plantation  in  Georgia." 
Major  Anderson's  widow  writes  to  the  Editors  that  he  never  owned  a  plantation  anywhere,  and 
that  he  never  resided  in  Georgia.  She  adds,  "  He  inherited  slaves  in  Kentucky  from  his  father. 
Colonel  Richard  Clough  Anderson,  and  these  he  liberated  immediately  on  coming  into  possession  of 
them,  which  was  a  few  years  after  he  was  graduated  at  the  Military  Academy  of  West  Point." 
General  Doubleday  will  modify  the  statement  for  other  editions. 

Page    81.  For  Lieutenant  James  A.  Yates  (so  printed  in  part  of  the  edition),  read  Lieutenant  Joseph  A.  Yates. 

Page  236.  For  Sergeant  Thomas  Shumate  (so  printed  in  part  ot  the  edition),  read  Sergeant  Joseph  Shumate. 

Page  261.  "  The  Confederate  Commissariat  at  Manassas,"  by  Colonel  Xorthrup.  Near  the  middle  of  the  second 
coliimn — for  "  Lieutenant^Colonel  Robert  B.  Lee  was  added,"  read  "  Lieutenant-Colonel  Richard  B. 
Lee  was  added." 

Page  438.  In  the  foot-note:  For  General  George  W.  Cullom  (so  printed  in  part  of  the  editioni.  read  General 
George  W.  CuUum. 

Piige  576.  "  The  Campaign  of  Shlloh,"  by  Gener-il  G.  T.  Beauregard.  Line  27  —  for  the  13th  of  February,  read  the 
13th  of  March. 

Page  669.  Title  to  portrait.     For  Colonel  Zebulon  B.  Vance,  read  Brigatlier-General  Robert  B.  Vance. 
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Admiral  Walke  (F.  B.  .■iclicll  anil  T.  Hoyan)  —  Flag-Offlcer  Charles  Henry  Davis,  from  Brady  photo.-  Fort 
Pillow  and  the  Water-battery,  and  tbe  Battle  of  Fort  PiUow,  from  sketches  l)y  Kear-Admiral  Walke  (F.  H. 
Schcll  and  T.  HoyaH)  —  The  Battle  of  Memphis  (looldng  South),  from  drawing  by  Rear-Admiral  Walke 
(Frank  H.  Sc7ieZ0  —  Brigadier-General  JI.  Jeff.  Thompson,  C.  S.  A.,  from  photo. 

ELLET  AND  HIS  STEAM-RAMS  AT  MEMPHIS GENERAL  ALFRED  W.  ELLET 453 

Illustrations  :  Tbe  Battle  of  Memphis  (looking  North)  —  Retreat  of  tbe  Confederate  Fleet,  from  draw- 
ing by  Rear-Admiral  Walke  iF.  H.  Schcll  and  T.  Hoyan  i  —  Colonel  Charles  Ellet,  Jr.,  from  photo,  b.v  Eobu 
AHurn  — Close  of  the  Battle  of  Bleniphis,  from  di'awing  by  Rear-Admiral  Walke  (F.  H.  Schcll  and  T. 
iro(/a«;  -Practicing  on  a  Klver  Picket  (W.  Taber). 

SAWING  OUT  THE  CHANNEL  ABOVE   ISLAND  ) 

NUMBER   TEN I  ^^^'-^^^l^'-  J-   "  •   l^'^^l^i-L  400 

Illustrations  :  Method  of  Cutting  tbe  Channel  f  ir.  Taber)  —  Map  of  the  Corrected  Lme  of  I  be  Channel 
above  Island  Number  Ten,  cut  by  the  Engineer  Regiment  (Jacob  Wcllsl. 
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THE  BATTLE  OF  SHILOH GENERAL  ULYSSES  S.  GRANT 465 

Illustrations:  General  U.  S.  Grant,  from  plioto.  (with  Autograph)— On  the  Sklrmisli  Line  CTF.  Taberj 

—  Outline  Map  of  the  Shiloh  Campaign  (Jacob  Wells)  —  Mrs.  Crump's  House  and  theljanding  helow  the 
House,  fi'om  photo's  (George  Gibson)  — New  Shiloh  Church  and  Shiloh  Spring,  in  the  Kavine  South  of  the 
Chapel,  from  photo's  (W.  H.  Di-alcc)  —Map  of  the  Field  of  Shiloh,  from  General  Grant's  "Memoirs"— 
First  Position  of  Waterhouse's  Battery,  from  sketch  hy  E.  W.  Andrews,  M.  D.  (H.  J.  Meeker)  —  Con- 
federate Charge  upon  Prentiss's  Camp  on  Sunday  Morning  (A.  C.  Redwood)  —  Checking  the  Confederate 
Advance  on  the  Evening  of  the  First  Day  (Edwin  Forbes)  —  'PvesoTit  Aspect  of  the  Old  Hamburg  Road 
which  led  up  to  the  "Hornets'  Nest,"  from  photo.  (Fred.  B.  Sc/ic/O— Major-General  B.  M.  Prentiss, 
from  Brady  photo.  —  Brigadier-General  W.  H.  L.  Wallace,  from  photo. —  Ford  where  the  Hamburg  Eoad 
Crosses  Lick  Creek,  from  photo.  (Fred.  B.  Schell)  —  Bridge  over  Snake  Creek  by  which  General  Lew 
Wallace's  Troops  reached  the  Field,  from  photo.  (Fred.  B.  SclieXl)  —  Bivouac  of  the  Federal  Troops  (T. 
de  Thulslrup)  —  Wounded  and  Stragglers  on  the  Way  to  the  Landing  (T.  de  Thiilstrup)  —Above  the 
Landing:  The  Store,  and  a  part  of  the  National  Cemetery,  from  photo,  lent  by  Captain  A.  T.  Andreas 
(E.  .7.  Meel-er). 

SHILOH  REVIEWED GENERAL  DON  CARLOS  BUELL 487 

Illustrations  :  Battery  Forward !  ( TV.  Taber)  —  Pittsburg  Landiug,  viewed  fi'om  the  Ferry  Lauding 
on  the  opposite  Shore,  from  photo,  lent  by  Captain  A.  T.  Andreas  (E.  J.  Meeker)  —Pittsburg  Landing, 
from  photo,  lent  by  W.  H.  Chamberlin  (J.  O.  Davidson)  —  The  Landing  at  Savannah,  from  photo.  (F.  B. 
Se/teiO  — Major-General  Alexander  McD.  McCook,  from  Brady  photo.—  Pittsburg  Landing  in  the 
Summer  of  I88i,  from  photo.  (F.  B.  Scliell) —  Ma^T)  Showing  the  Union  Camps  at  Shiloh,  fac-simile  of 
original— Map  of  the  Field  of  Shiloh,  revised  and  amended  by  General  Buell  (Jacob  Wells)— T]xe 
"  Hornets' Nest " :  Prentiss's  Troops  and  Hickenlooper's  Battery  repulsing  Hardee's  Troops,  and  Gib- 
son's Brigade  charging  Hurlbut's  Troops  in  the  "Hornets'  Nest,"  from  the  Cyclorama  of  Shiloh  at 
Chicago  (B.  A.  Ogden)  —  T'he  Official,  or  Thom,  Map  of  the  Battle  of  Shiloh  (Jacob  Wells)  — In  the 
"  Hornets  Nest "  (two  views  on  W.  H.  L.  Wallace's  Line),  from  the  Cyclorama  at  Chicago  (S.  C.  Edwards) 

—  The  Siege-battery,  above  the  Landing,  from  photo,  lent  by  W.  H.  ChamberUn  (W.  Taber)- Bm-U's 
Troops  debarldng  at  Pittsburg  Landing  (T.  de  Thulslruji)  —  Major-General  Thomas  J.  Wood,  from  steel 
portrait,  by  pennis.sion  of  D.  Van  Nostrand  —  Major  General  Thomas  L.  Crittenden,  from  Brady  photo. 

—  Capture  of  a  Confederate  Battery  (T.  de  Thulstrup)  —  Scene  in  a  Union  Field-hospital  (A.  C.  Redwood). 

SKIRMISHING  IN  SHERMAN'S  FRONT ROBERT  IV.  MEDKIRK 537 

THE  OPPOSING   FORCES   AT  SHILOH.     Composition,  Strength,  and  Lcsses 537 

ALBERT    SIDNEY   JOHNSTON    AT    SHILOH.  ,   COL.  IVILLIAM  PRESTON  JOHNSTON .  .5^0 

By  his  Son ) 

Illustrations  :  Albert  Sidney  Johnston  at  the  Age  of  Thii-ty-five,  fi'om  miniature  —  General  Albert 
Sidney  Johnston  at  the  Age  of  Fifty-seven,  from  photo.—  Fac-simlle  of  Autograph  found  inside  the  Cover 
of  General  Johnston's  Pocket-map  of  Tennessee  —  Birthplace  of  Albert  Sidney  Johnston,  Washington, 
Ky.,  from  photo,  (C.  A.  Yanderhoof)  — Fort  Anderson,  Paducah,  in  April,  1862,  after  litho.graph  from 
sketch  by  A.  E.  Mathews  (H.  C.  Edwards)  —  Camp  Burgess,  Bowling  Green,  after  lithograph  from 
sketch  by  A.  E.  Mathews  (E.  J.  Meeker)  — Map  of  Kentucky  and  Tennessee  (Jacob  Wells)  —  Battle  of 
Logan's  Cross  Roads,  or  Mill  Springs,  after  lltho.graph  from  drawing  by  A.  E.  Mathews  (  W.  Taber)  —  Col- 
onel Sehoepf 's  Troops  crossing  Fishing  Creek  on  the  way  to  join  General  Thomas,  after  lithograph  from 
sketch  by  A.  E.  Mathews  (E.  J.  Meeker)  —Confederate  Types  of  1862  (A.  C.  Redwood)  —  Map  used  ):iy  the 
Confederate  Generals  at  Shiloh,  by  permission  of  D.  Appleton  &  Co.—  Lieutenant-General  W.  J.  Hardee, 
C.  S.  A.,  from  photo,  lent  by  Colonel  Charles  C.  Jones,  Jr.— Map  of  Battle  of  Shiloh  (Part  I.)  and  Map  of 
Battle  of  Shiloh  (Part  II.),  by  permission  of  D.  Appleton  &  Co. — Vicinity  of  the  "  Hornets'  Nest,"  from 
photo's  lent  by  Captain  A.  T.  Andi'eas  (W.  L.  LalJirop)  —  Scene  of  General  Albert  Sidney  Johnston's 
Death,  from  photo.  (W.  Taber)  —Map  of  Battle  of  Shiloh  (Part  III.),  by  permission  of  D.  Apple- 
ton  &  Co. 

THE  CAMPAIGN  OF  SHILOH GENERAL  G.    T.   BEAUREGARD 569 

Illustrations  :  Preaching  at  the  Union  Camp  Dick  Robinson,  Kentucky,  after  lithograph  from  sketch 
by  A.  E.  Mathews  (E.  J.  Meeker)  —  Lieutenant-General  John  C.  Breckinridge,  C.  S.  A.,  from  Anderson- 
Cook  photo.— Slaves  Laboring  at  Night  on  the  Confederate  Earth- works  at  Corinth  (W.  L.  Sheppard)  — 
Five  Corinth  Dwellings,  from  photo's  (W.  J.  Fenn)  —  Major-General  Bushrod  E.  Johnson,  C.  S.  A.,  from 
Anderson-Cook  plioto. —  The  "  Hornets'  Nest,"  from  photo,  lent  by  Captain  A.  T.  Andreas  (E.  J.  Meeker) 

—  The  Union  Gun-boats  at  Shiloh  on  the  Evening  of  the  Fnst  Day,  after  lithograph  from  sketch  by  A.  E. 
Mathews  (H.  M.  Eaton). 
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A  -r  CUM  r^u  ■  •  GENERAL    THOMAS  JORDAN 594 

AT  SHILOH ) 

Illustrations  :  A  Confederate  Private  of  the  West,  from  ambrotype  —  A  Union  Battery  taken  by 
Surprise  (R.  F.  Zogbmim)—Tbe  Last  Stand  made  by  the  Confederate  Line  (R.  F.  Zogbaum). 
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Map  of  the  Routes  by  wLicli  General  Grant  was  reenforced  (Jacob  Wells). 
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THE   UNION  AND  CONFEDERATE  NAVIES PROFESSOR  J.  R.   SOLEY 611 

Illustrations:  A  Frigate  of  the  Olflen  Time:  the  "Independence,"  built  in  181-1.  fi-om  jthoto.  (Gran- 
ville Perkins)  —  Roman  War  GaUey  —  Line-of-battle  Ship  of  the  17th  Century  —  The  U.S.  Frijiate  •■  Mer- 
rimac  "  before  and  after  Conversion  Into  an  Iron-clad  (J.  O.  Davidson)  —The  Xa^-y  Yard,  Wa.^hinston.  In 
1861,  from  war-time  sketch  (A.  R.  Wand)  —  The  Old  Xa^y  Department  Building,  Washington,  from  photo. 
(W.  later) — Launch  of  the  "  Dictator,"  from  photo,  lent  by  Delamater  &  Co.  (W.  Taier) — Monitor 
"Weehawken"  in  a  Storm  (Granville  Perkins)  —  Gideon  Welles,  Secretary  of  the  U.  S.  Xavy,  from 
Brady  photo. —  Gustavus  V.  Fox,  Assistant-Secretary  of  the  U.  S.  Navy,  from  photo. — William  Faxon, 
Chief  Clerk  of  the  U.  S.  Navy  Department  during  the  War,  from  photo,  by  Prescott  &  'White. 


COAST  OPERATIONS  IN  THE  CAROLINAS. 

EARLY  COAST  OPERATIONS  IN  NORTH  CAROLINA .  .  GENERAL  RUSH  C.   HAIVKINS 632 

(Including  Capture  and  Defense  of  Hatteras  Island,  Land  and  Water  Fighting  at  Roanoke 
Island,  the  Two  Squadrons  at  Elizabeth  City,  Battle  of  New  Berne,  Siege  of  Fort  Macon,  Battle 
of  South  Mills,  and  other  Operations.) 

Illustrations:  Uniform  of  Hawldns's  Zouaves,  from  photo.  (H.  A.  OgrrffiiJ  — Rear-Admiral  Silas  H. 
Stringham,  from  Brady  photo. —  Map  of  Early  Coast  Operations  in  North  Carolina  (Jacob  Wells)  —  Forts 
Hatteras  and  Clark,  fi'om  war-time  sketch  (A.  It.  Waud)  —The  "  Ciuuberland  "  Sailing  into  Action,  and 
Union  Fleet  Bombarding  Forts  Hatteras  and  Clark,  from  war-time  sketches  (F.  H.  .^chell  and  Thomas 
Hogan)  —  Retreat  of  the  Confederates  to  their  Boats  after  their  Attack  upon  Hatteras  (  W.  Tabcr)  —  Land- 
ing of  the  Union  Troops  at  Hatteras,  from  war-time  sketch  (A.  li.  TTnHrfJ  — Map  of  the  Operations 
at  Roanoke  IsLand,  from  Official  Records  — Map  of  the  Battle-held  of  Roanoke  Island,  from  Oflicial 
Recoi'ds  —  Union  Assault  upon  the  Three-gun  Battery,  Roanoke  Island,  from  war-time  sketch  (F.  B. 
Sc7ie70— Vice-Admiral  S.  C.  Rowan,  from  Brady  photo.— Brigadier-General  L.  O'B.  Branch,  from 
photo.— Bombardment  of  Fort  Thompson  during  the  Battle  of  New  Berne,  from  war-time  sketch  (F.  B. 
.WicW^  — Major-Gcneral  John  G.  Foster,  from  Brady  photo.— Map  of  Operations  in  the  Battle  of  Xcw 
Berne  (Jacob  Wells)  —  Assault  of  Union  Troops  upon  Fort  Thompson,  from  war-time  sketch  (F.  B.  .^chcll) 

—  Fort  Macon  after  its  Capture  by  the  Union  Forces,  from  war-time  sketch  bv  F.  H.  Schell  (Thomas 
Began)  —Map  of  the  Engagement  .at  South  JIlIls  (Fred.  E.  Sills)  —  Passage  of  the  Union  Boats  through 
the  Dismal  Swamp  Canal,  from  war-time  sketch  by  Horatio  L.  Wait  (E.  J.  Meeker). 

THE  BURNSIDE  EXPEDITION GENERAL   A.  E.  BURNSIDE 660 

Illustrations  :  Union  Lookout,  Hatteras  Beach,  from  war-time  sketch  (A.  R.  Wand) — Uniform  of  the 
First  Rhode  Island  (B.  A.  Ogden )  —  Brcret  Brigadlcr-Gcucral  Rush  C.  Hawkins,  from  Brady  photo. — 
Rear-Admiral  L.  M.  Goldsborough,  from  photo,  lent  by  Henry  Carey  Baird — General  Bitrnside's  Head- 
quarters, Roanoke  Island,  from  war-time  sketch  by  F.  H.  SchcU  (Thoma.i  flo(/aiO  -General  Bnrnsidc  at 
the  Confederate  Cotton  Battery,  New  Berne,  from  war-time  sketch  by  F.  H.  Schell  (Thomas  Hogan)  — 
Brigadiei-General  Robert  B,  Vance,  from  tintype. 
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DU  PONT  AND  THE  PORT  ROYAL  EXPEDITION REAR-ADMIRAL  DANIEL  A.MMEN 671 

Illustrations  :  General  View  of  Hilton  Head  after  its  Capture  by  the  Union  Forces  and  View  of  Post- 
Offlce,  Hilton  Head,  from  war-time  sketches  ("Jnii (ft hs  Shi i MO  — Brevet  M:\,ior-Geueral  Thomas  W.  Sher- 
man, from  Brady  photo.— Map  of  the  Coast  of  South  Carolina  and  part  of  North  Cai-olina  (Jacob  Wells) 

—  Rear-Admiral  Samuel  F.  Du  Pont,  from  photo,  lent  by  Horatio  L.  Wait  —  Gun-boat  "  Seneea  "  and 
Sloop  of  War  "Vandalia,"  from  war-time  sketches  (Xanlhus  S'hiiV/O— Map  of  NavalAttaek  at  Hilton 
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Head,  Nov.  7,  1861  (Jacob  Wells)  —  Gun-hoat  "Mohawk,"  tbe  Guard-ship  at  Port  Eoyal— Attack  of  the 
Union  Fleet  at  HUton  Head— Teu-inch  Shell-gun  which  threw  the  Opening  Shot  from  the  Flag-ship 
"Wabash"— Bay  Point  and  Fort  Beauregard  after  Capture,  and  Eifle-gun  at  Fort  Beauregard,  five 
pictures  fi'om  war-time  Bketehes  (Xmitlms  Sm  ith)  —  Battle  of  the  Union  Fleet  with  Forts  Beauregard 
and  Walker,  and  Hoisting  the  Stars  and  Stripes  over  Fort  Walker,  from  war-time  sketches  (Frank  H. 
Sc/icK;  —  Brigadier-General  Thomas  F.  Drayton,  C.  S.  A.,  from  Brady  photo.— Captain  Percival  Drayton, 
U.  S.  N.,  from  Brady  photo.  — Old  Headquarters,  Hilton  Head,  and  Pope's  House,  Hilton  Head,  usedhy 
the  Union  Army  as  Signal  Station,  from  war-time  sketches  (Xanthits  Smith)  —  Union  Signal  Station, 
Beaufort,  S.  C.  House  of  J.  G.  BaruweU  and  Fuller's  House,  Beaufort,  S.  C,  from  Gardner  photo's 
(T.  F,  Moessner). 
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"MONITOR"  AND  "  MERRIMAC." 

THE  FIRST  FIGHT  OF  IRON-CLADS COLONEL  JOHN  TAYLOR  IVOOD 692 

iLLUSTKATioss :  Head-plcce  ("TF.  fl^.  J>rafrc^ —  Burning  of  Frigate  "Merrimac"  and  of  GosportNavy 
Yard,  and  Remodeling  "  Merrimac  "  at  Gosport  Navy  Yard  (J.  O.  Davidson)  —  Fac-simlle  of  sketch  of 
"Merrimac"  made  the  day  before  the  fight  by  Lieutenant  B.  L.  Blackford — Lieutenant  Catesby  ap  E. 
Jones,  from  photo,  by  Courret  Hermans,  Lima,  Peru  — Admiral  Franklin  Buchanan,  C.  S.  N.,  and 
Commodore  Josiah  Tattnall,  C.  S.  N.,from  photo.  hyD.  J.  Eyan  — Colonel  John  Taylor  Wood,  from  oil- 
portrait  by  Gait— Map  of  Hampton  Eoads  and  Adjacent  Shores  ("Jacoft  TTcWs;- The  "Merrimac"  ramming 
the  "Cumberland"  (" J".  O.  Davidson)— Ueutenant  George  U.  Morris,  fi'om  i>hoto.  — The  "Merrimac" 
driving  the  "Congress"  from  her  anchorage  (J.  O.  Davidson) — Escape  of  part  of  the  Crew  of  the  "Con- 
gress" (J.  0.  Davidson) — Explosion  on  the  burning  "Congress"  (J.  O.  Davidson) — Lieutenant  Joseph 
B.  Smith,  from  photo,  by  Black  and  Batchelder— Encounter  between  the  "Monitor"  and  the  "Merri- 
mac" at  short  range  (J.  O.  DacirfsoH^- Captain  G.  J.  Van  Brunt,  from  photo. — The  "Monitor"  in 
Battle-trim,  from  tracing  lent  by  Commander  S.  D.  Greene. 

WATCHING  THE  "  MERRIMAC" GENERAL   R.    E.  COLSTON 712 

ILLUSTKATION :  The  "Merrimac"  passing  the  Confederate  Battery  on  Craney  Island  (J.  O.  Davidson). 
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ACTING  MASTER  HENRY  REANEY.  .  .714 

COMMANDER  JOHN  M.   BROOKE 715 

"MERRIMAC" ^  CONSTRUCTOR  JOHN   L.    PORTER..  .716 

Illustration:  Cross-section  of  the  "Merrimac,"  from  a  drawing  by  John  L.  Porter. 

NOTES  ON  THE  "MONITOR"-"MERRIMAC"  FIGHT.  .SURGEON  DINIVIDDIE   B.   PHILLIPS.  .  .718 

IN  THE   "MONITOR"  TURRET COMMANDER  S.  DANA  GREENE 719 

ILLUSTKATIOSS :  Arrival  of  the  "Monitor"  at  Hampton  Eoads  (J.  O.  J)ai'i(/so)0  —  Eear- Admiral 
John  L.  Worden,  from  photo. — Side  Elevation  and  Deck-plan  of  the  "  Monitor,"  lent  by  Captain  John 
Ericsson  —  Bird'.s-eye  view  of  "  Monitor  "-"  Merrimac  "  Fight  (J.  O.  Davidson) — Part  of  the  Crew  of  the 
"  Monitor,"  from  Gardner  photo.—  Commander  Samuel  Dana  Greene,  from  photo,  by  Halleck. 

THE  BUILDING  OF  THE  "MONITOR" CAPTAIN  JOHN  ERICSSON 730 

ILLCSIKATIOSS  :  Captain  John  Ericssou,  from  Brady  photo.— Longitudinal  Plan  through  Center  Line 
of  Original  Monitor :  1,  aft  section ;  2,  central  section ;  3,  forward  section  —  Plan  of  Berth-deck  of 
Original  Monitor  —  and  Transverse  Section  of  Hull  of  Original  Monitor,  from  drawings  lent  by  Captain 
Ericsson  —  View  showing  Etfect  of  Shot  on  the  "Monitor"  Turret,  from  Gardner  photo. —  Side  Eleva- 
tion of  Floating  Eevolving  Circular  Tower,  published  by  Abraham  Bloodgood  in  1807  —  Floating 
Cii'cular  Citadel  submitted  to  French  Directory  in  1798,  from  "Engineering"  (W.  Taber)  — Side  Eleva- 
tion and  Transverse  Section  of  Iron-clad  Steam  Battery  proposed  by  Captain  Ericsson  to  Napoleon 
III.  In  1854,  lent  by  Captain  Ericsson— Engineer  Isaac  Newton,  from  medallion  portrait  by  Launt 
Thompson — Transverse  section  of  the  "Monitor"  through  the  center  of  the  turret,  lent  by  Captain 
Ericsson  —  Sinking  of  the  "Monitor,"  December  22,  1862  (J.  O.  Davidson). 

THE  LOSS  OF  THE  "  MONITOR" FRANCIS  B.   BUTTS 745 

NEGOTIATIONS  FOR  THE  BUILDING  OF    THE    "  MONITOR" 748 

(Including  Letters  from  C.  S.  Bushnell,  Captain  John  Ericsson,  and  Secretary  Gideon  S.  Welles.) 
ILLUSTKATION:  Uulon  Soldier's  Candlestick  (TT.  Taber). 
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PRELIMINARY    EVENTS. 

FROM    THE    CHARLESTON    CONVENTION    TO  THE    FIRST    BATTLE    OF    BULL    RUN. 


APRIL  23.  The  National  Convention  of  the 
Democratic  Party  assembled  at  Charleston, 
"  S.  C.  Dissensions  arising  in  regard  to  the 
question  of  congressional  protection  of  slavery 
in  the  territories,  the  Southern  delegates  with- 
drew, organized  another  convention  in  Charles- 
ton, and  adjourned  May  -tth,  to  meet  in  Rich- 
mond, Va.,  June  11th. 

]y[ay  3.  The  Douglas,  or  Northern,  wing  of  the 
Convention  adjourned,  to  reassemble  at  Balti- 
more, Md.,  June  18th. 

May  9.  The  Convention  of  the  Constitutional 
Union  Party  (formerly  the  American,  or  "Know- 
Nothing,"  Party),  held  at  Baltimore,  Md.,  nomi- 
nated John  Bell,  of  Tennessee,  for  President, 
and  Edward  Everett,  of  Massachusetts,  for  Vice- 
President,  and  adopted  a  platform  evading  the 
slavery  issue. 

May  18.  The  National  Convention  of  the  Eepub- 
licanParty,  held  at  Chicago,  nominated  Abraham 
Lincoln,  of  Illinois,  for  President,  and  Hannibal 
Hamlin,  of  Maine,  for  Vice-President,  and  pro- 
nounced in  favor  of  congressional  prohibition  of 
slavery  in  the  territories. 

June  23.  The  Northern  "  Democratic  National 
Convention,"  at  Baltimore,  nominated  Stephen 
A.  Douglas,  of  Illinois,  for  President,  and  Ben- 
jamin Fitzpatrick,  for  Vice-President.  (The 
latter  declined,  and  the  National  Committee 
substituted  Herschel  V.  Johnson,  of  Georgia.) 
The  convention  declared  in  favor  of  leaving  the 
question  of  slavery  in  the  territories  to  the 
people  of  the  ten-itories,  or  to  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States. 

June  28.  The  Southern  "  Democratic  National 
Convention"  (adjourned  from  Richmond)  nomi- 
nated, at  Baltimore,  Md.,  John  C.  Breckinridge, 
of  Kentucky,  for  President,  and  .Joseph  Lane, 
of  Oregon,  for  Vice-President.  The  conven- 
tion declared  that  neither  Congress  nor  a  ter- 
ritorial legislature  had  the  right  to  prohibit 
slavery  in  a  territory,  and  that  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  Federal  Government,  in  all  its   depart- 


ments, to  protect  slavery  in  the  territories  when 
necessary. 
November  6.  Presidential  election,  resulting  as 

follows :                                 ,^,    ,      7  T)       7 

Electoral  Popida?' 

States.                  Votes.  Vote. 

Lincoln 17     180     1,866,352 

Breekiuridge 11    72    845,763 

Douglas 2     12     1,375,157 

Bell 3     39     589,581 

December  3.  Meeting  of  Congress.  Message  from 
President  Buchanan  arguing  against  the  right  of 
secession,  but  expressing  doubt  as  to  the  con- 
stitutional power  of  Congress  to  make  war  upon 
a  State. 

December  6.  Select  Committee  of  Thirty-three 
appointed  by  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
take  measures  for  the  perpetuity  of  the  Union. 
(See  "  February  28.") 

December  10.  Resignation  of  Howell  Cobb,  of 
Georgia,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

December  12.  Arrival  of  General  Winfield  Scott 
in  Washington,  to  advise  with  the  President. 

December  14.  Resignation  of  Lewis  Cass,  of 
Michigan,  Secretary  of  State. 

December  20.  Ordinance  of  secession  adopted  in 
South  Carolina  by  a  convention  called  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  State. 

December  26.  United  States  troops,  under  Major 
Robert  Anderson,  transferred  from  Fort  Moul- 
trie to  Fort  Sumter,  S.  C. 

December  27.  Castle  Pinckney  and  Fort  Moul- 
trie, Charleston  Harbor,  seized  by  the  South 
Carolina  authorities. 

December  27.  Surrender  of  the  United  States 
Revenue  cutter  William  Ail:en  to  the  authori- 
ties of  South  Carolina. 

December  27.  Arrival  in  Washington  of  Messrs. 
Barnwell,  Orr,  and  Adams,  Commissioners  from 
South  Carolina,  to  treat  with  the  administration. 

December  29.  Resignation  of  John  B.  Floyd,  of 
Virginia,  Secretary  of  War. 

December  30.  United  States  Arsenal,  at  Charles- 
ton, S.  C,  seized  by  the  State  authorities. 
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January  2.  Fort  Johnson,  Charleston  Harbor, 
seized  by  State  authorities. 

January  3.  Fort  Pulaski,  Ga.,  seized  by  State 
autlioritifs. 

January  4.  United  States  Arsenal,  at  Mt.  Vernon, 
Ala.,  seized  by  State  authorities. 

January  5.  Forts  Morgan  and  Gaines,  Mobile  Bay, 
Ala.,  seized  by  State  authorities. 

January  5.  Departure  of  first  expedition  for  re- 
lief of  Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  from  N.  Y.  Harbor. 

January  6.  United  States  Ai'senal,  at  Apalaehi- 
cola,  Fla.,  seized  by  State  authorities. 

January  7.  Fort  Marion,  St.  Augustine,  Fla., 
seized  by  State  authorities. 

January  8.  Resignation  of  Jacob  Thompson,  of 
Mississippi,  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

January  9.  Ordinance  of  secession  adopted  in 
Mississippi. 

January  9.  Port  Johnston,  N.  C,  seized  by  citi- 
zens of  Smithville. 

January  9.  The  ,'itar  of  the  West,  conveying  relief 
to  Fort  Sumter,  fired  upon  at  the  entrance  to 
Charleston  Harbor  and  driven  back. 

January  10.  Fort  Caswell,  N.  C,  seized  by  citi- 
zens of  Smithville  and  Wilmington. 

January  10.  OrtUnanee  of  secession  adopted  in 
Florida. 

January  10.  United  States  ti'oops,  under  Lieut. 
Adaiu  .J.  Slemmer,  transferred  from  Barrancas 
BaiTaoks  to  Fort  Pickens,  Pensaeola,  Fla. 

January  10.  Reenforcements  for  the  troops  at 
Pensaeola  sailed  from  Boston,  Mass. 

January  10.  United  States  Arsenal  and  Barracks 
at  Baton  Eouge,  La.,  seized  by  State  authorities. 

January  11.  Ordinance  of  secession  adopted  in 
Alabama. 

January  11.  Surrender  of  Fort  Sumter,  S.  C, 
demanded  by  Governor  Pickens,  of  South  Caro- 
lina, and  refused  by  Major  Anderson. 

January  11.  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip,  La., 
seized  by  State  authorities. 

January  11.  United  States  Marine  Hospital,  near 
New  Orleans,  La.,  seized  by  State  authorities. 

January  12.  Barrancas  Barracks,  Forts  Barran- 
cas and  McEee,  and  the  Navy  Yard  at  Pensa- 
eola, Fla.,  seized  by  State  authorities. 

January  12.  Siurender  of  Fort  Pickens,  Fla., 
demanded  by  the  Governors  of  Florida  and  Ala- 
bama and  refused  by  Lieutenant  Slemmer. 

January  14.  Fort  Taylor,  Key  West,  Fla.,  gar- 
risoned V)y  United  States  troops. 

January  14.  Fort  Pike,  La.,  seized  by  State 
authorities. 

January  15.  United  States  Coast  Survey  steamer 
Dand  seized  at  St.  Augustine,  Fla. 

January  15.  Second  demand  for  the  surrender  of 
Fort  Pickens,  Fla. 

January  18.  Third  demand  for  the  snrremler  of 
Fort  Pickens.  Fla. 

January  19.  Ordinance  of  secession  adopted  in 
Georgia. 

January  20.  Fort  on  Ship  Island.  Miss.,  seized 
by  State  authorities. 

January  24.  Reenforcements  for  Fort  Pickens, 
Fhi.,  sailed  from  Fort  Monroe,  Va. 


January  24.  United  States  Arsenal,  at  Augusta, 
Ga.,  seized  by  State  authorities. 

January  26.  Oglethorpe  Barracks  and  Fort  Jack- 
son, Ga.,  seized  by  State  authorities. 

January  26.  Ordinance  of  secession  adopted  in 
Louisiana. 

January  28.  Fort  Macomb,  La.,  seized  by  State 
authorities. 

January  28.  United  States  property  in  hands  of 
army  officers  seized  at  New  Orleans,  La. 

February  1.  Ordinance  of  secession  adopted  in 
Texas. 

Febi-uary  1.  United  States  Mint  and  Custom 
House,  at  New  Orleans,  La.,  seized  by  State 
authorities. 

February  4.  Meeting  at  Washington  of  a  Peace 
Conference,  representing  13  Free  and  7  Border 
States,  called  at  the  request  of  the  Virginia 
Legislature.     (See  "  Februaiy  28.") 

February  4.  Convention  of  seceded  States  met 
at  Montgomery,  Ala. 

February  6.  The  BrooHyn  arrived  off  Pensaeola 
with  reenforcements  for  Fort  Pickens,  Fla. 

February  7.  The  Choctaw  Nation  of  Indians  de- 
clared its  adherence  to  the  Southern  States. 

February  8.  United  States  Arsenal,  at  Little 
Rock,  Ark.,  seized  by  State  authorities. 

February  8.  A  ''Constitution  for  the  Provisional 
Government  of  the  Confederate  States  of  Amer- 
ica" adopted  at  Montgomery,  Ala.,  by  deputies 
from  the  States  of  Alabama,  Florida,  Georgia, 
Louisiana,  Jlississippi,  and  South  Carolina. 

February  9.  Jefferson  Davis,  of  Mississippi, 
elected  President,  and  Alexander  H.  Stephens, 
of  Georgia,  Vice-President,  of  "  the  Confederate 
States  of  America,"  by  the  Montgomery  Con- 
vention, or  Provisional  Congress. 

February  13.  Abraham  Lincoln  and  Hannibal 
Hamlin  officially  declared  elected  President  and 
Vice-President  of  the  United  States. 

February  15.  Resolution  passed  by  Confederate 
Congress  for  appointment  of  Commissioners 
to  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

February  16.  United  States  Arsenal  and  Bar- 
racks at  San  Antonio,  Tex.,  seized  by  State 
authorities. 

February  18.  All  United  States  military  posts  in 
Texas  surrendered  to  the  State  authorities  by 
General  David  E.  Twiggs,  U.  S.  Army. 

Februai-y  18.  Jefferson  Davis  and  Alexander  H. 
Stephens  inaugurated  at  Montgomery.  Ala. 

February  20.  Act  passed  by  Confederate  Con- 
gress to  provide  munitions  of  war. 

February  21.  Camp  Cooper.  Texas,  abaudoned 
by  United  States  troops.  »Diu-ing  the  next  six 
months  other  United  States  military  posts  in 
Texas  and  New  Mexico  were  abandoned. —  See 
map,  page  >^.') 

February  23.  .\braham  Lincoln  arrived  in  Wash- 
ington. 

February  26.  Act  passed  by  Confederate  Con- 
gress to  organize  a  general  staff  for  the  army. 

February  28.  Adoption  by  the  United  Stales 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  amendment 
offered  bv  the  Committee  of  Thirtv-three,  for- 
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bidding  any  interference  by  Congress  with 
slavery  in  the  States.  (This  amendment  was 
adopted  by  the  Senate  March  2,  but  was  never 
adopted  by  the  necessary  number  of  States.) 

February  28.  Act  passed  by  Confederate  Con- 
gress to  raise  provisional  forces. 

March  1.  The  President  of  the  Confederate  States 
assumed  control  of  military  affairs  in  the  States 
of  Alabama,  Florida,  Georgia,  Lomsiana,  Mis- 
sissippi, South  Carolina,  and  Texas. 

March  2.  United  States  Revenue  cutter  Dodge 
seized  at  Galveston,  Tex.,  by  State  authorities. 

March  2.  Texas  admitted  as  a  member  of  the 
Confederate  States  of  America. 

March  3.  Brig. -General  G.  T.  Beauregard,  C.  S. 
Army,  assumed  command  at  Charleston,  S.  C. 

March  4.  Abraham  Lincoln  inaugurated  as  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States. 

March  6.  Confederate  Congress  passed  act  for 
the  establishment  of  an  army,  not  to  exceed 
100,000  men,  for  12  months'  service. 

March  7.  Ringgold  Barracks,  Tex.,  abandoned. 

March  7.  Camp  Verde,  Tex.,  abandoned. 

March  11.  Brig.-Gcneral  Braxton  Bragg  assumed 
command  of  the  Confederate  forces  in  Florida. 

March  11.  Adoption  of  the  "Constitution  of  the 
Confederate  States  of  America,"  at  Montgomery, 
Ala.,  following  in  general  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  but  prohibiting  the  passage 
of  any  "  law  denying  or  impairing  the  right  of 
property  in  negro  slaves";  prohibiting  "the  im- 
portation of  negroes  of  the  African  race  from 
any  foreign  country  other  than  the  slave-holding 
States  and  territories  of  the  United  States  of 
America,"  and  giving  to  the  Confederate  Con- 
gress "power  to  prohibit  the  introduction  of 
slaves  from  any  State  not  a  member  of,  or  terri- 
tory not  belonging  to,"  the  Confederacy.  The 
preamble  included  a  declaration  of  the  "sovei'- 
eign  and  independent  character"  of  each  State. 

March  15.  Confederate  Congi'ess  passed  act  au- 
thorizing the  construction  or  purchase  of  ten 
gun-boats. 

April  7.  Reenforeements  for  Fort  Pickens  sailed 
from  New  York. 

April  10.  Second  expedition  for  the  relief  of  Fort 
Sumter  sailed  from  New  York. 

April  11.  Evacuation  of  Fort  Sumter  demanded 
by  General  Beauregard. 

April  12.  Reenforeements  from  Fort  Monroe, 
Va.,  landed  at  Fort  Pickens,  Fla. 

April  12.  Bombardment  of  Fort  Sumter  com- 
menced. 

April  13.  Fort  Sumter  siuTcndered. 

April  14.  Fort  Sumter  evacuated  by  its  garrison 
and  occupied  by  Confederate  troops. 

April  15.  President  Lincoln  issued  a  call  for 
75,000  militia  for  3  months'  ser^ace,  and  a 
summons  to  Congress  to  assemble  on  Jidy  4th. 

April  15.  Fort  Macon,  N.  C,  seized  by  State 
authorities. 

April  16.  FortsCaswell  and  Johnston, N.C.,  seized 
by  State  authorities. 

April  17.  Reenforeements  from  New  York  landed 
at  Fort  Pickens,  Fla. 

April  17.  Confederate  President  called  for  32,000 


troops,  and  offered  letters  of  marque  against 
United  States  commerce. 

April  17.  Ordinance  of  secession  adopted  in  Vir- 
ginia by  Convention,  subject  to  popular  vote. 

April  18.  United  States  Ai-mory  at  Harper's  Ferry 
abandoned  and  burned. 

April  19.  President  Lincoln  announced  the 
blockade  of  Southern  ports,  from  South  Carolina 
to  Texas  inclusive. 

April  19.  Conflict  between  U.  S.  troops  and  mob 
in  Baltimore,  Md. 

April  19.  Major-General  Robert  Patterson,  Penn- 
sylvania Militia,  assigned  to  command  over  the 
States  of  Delaware,  Pennsylvania,  and  Maryland, 
and  the  District  of  Columbia. 

April  20.  Expedition  from  Fort  Monroe  to  destroy 
dry-dock  at  Norfolk,  Va. 

April  20.  United  States  Arsenal  at  Liberty,  Mo., 
seized  by  armed  secessionists. 

April  21.  LTnited  States  Branch  Mintat  Charlotte, 
N.  C,  seized  by  State  authorities. 

April  21.  Colonel  Earl  Van  Dorn,  C.  S.  Army, 
assumed  command  in  Texas. 

April  22.  United  States  Arsenal  at  Fayetteville, 
N.  C,  seized  by  State  authorities. 

April  23.  Port  Smith,  Ark.,  seized  by  State  au- 
thorities. 

April  23.  United  States  army  officers  at  San  An- 
tonio, Tex.,  seized  as  prisoners  of  war. 

April  23.  Company  of  8th  U.  S.  Infantry  (Lee's) 
captui'cd  near  San  Antonio,  Tex. 

April  23.  Captain  Nathaniel  Lyon,  U.  S.  Army, 
assumed  temporary  command  of  the  Department 
of  tlie  West. 

April  23.  Major-General  Robert  E.  Lee  assigned 
to  the  command  of  the  forces  of  Virginia. 

April  26.  Major-General  Joseph  E.  Johnston,  Vir- 
ginia Volunteers,  assigned  to  command  of  the 
State  forces  in  and  about  Richmond,  Va. 

April  27.  Blockade  of  Virginia  and  North  Caro- 
lina ports  announced. 

April  27.  Major-General  Robert  Patterson,  Penn- 
sylvania Militia,  assigned  to  command  of  the 
Department  of  Pennsylvania. 

April  27.  Brig.-General  B.  F.  Butler,  Massachu- 
setts Militia,  assigned  to  command  of  the 
Department  of  Annapolis. 

April  27.  Colonel  J.  K.  F.  Mansfield,  U.  S.  Army, 
assigned  to  command  of  the  Department  of 
Washington. 

April  27.  Colonel  T.  J.  Jackson,  Virginia  Volun- 
teers, assigned  to  command  at  Harper's  Ferry. 

May  1.  Volunteer  forces  called  for  by  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Virginia. 

May  3.  Additional  forces  called  for  in  Virginia. 

May  3.  President  Lincoln  issued  call  for  volun- 
teers to  serve  three  years  ;  oi-dered  the  regular 
army  to  be  increased,  and  directed  the  enlist- 
ment of  additional  seamen. 

May  4.  Colonel  G.  A.  Porterfield,  Virginia  Vols., 
assigned  to  command  in  Northwestern  Virginia. 

May  6.  Ortlinance  of  secession  adopted  in  Ar- 
kansas. 

May  6.  Confederate  Congress  passed  act  "rec- 
ognizing the  existence  of  war  between  the 
United  States  and  the  Confederate  States,  and 


PRELIMINARY   EVENTS. 


concerning  letters  of  marque,  prizes,  and  prize 
goods." 

May  7.  Tennessee  entered  into  military  league 
with  the  Confederate  States. 

May  7.  Ai-lington  Heights,  Va.,  occupied  by  Vir- 
ginia troops. 

May  7.  Virginia  admitted  as  a  member  of  the 
Confederate  States  of  America. 

May  9.  Exchange  of  shots  between  XT.  S.  steamer 
Yankee  and  the  batteries  at  Gloucester  Point,  Va. 

May  10.  Major-General  Robert  E.  Lee  assigned 
to  command  of  Confederate  forces  in  Virginia. 

May  10.  Camp  Jackson,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  captured 
by  U.  S.  forces  under  Captain  Nathaniel  Lyon. 

May  11.  Kiot  in  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

May  11.  Brig.-General  W.  S.  Harney,  U.  S.  Ai'my, 
resumed  command  of  the  Department  of  the  West. 

May  13.  Brig.-General  Ben.  MoCulloeh,C.  S.Army, 
assigned  to  command  in  the  Indian  Territorj'. 

May  13.  Baltimore  occupied  by  General  Butler. 

May  13.  Major-General  G.  B.  MeClellan,  U.  S. 
Army,  assigned  to  command  of  the  Department  of 
Ohio,  including  a  portion  of  West  Virginia. 

May  15.  Brig.-General  J.  E.  Johnston,  C.  S.  Army, 
assigned  to  command  near  Harper's  Ferry,  Va. 

May  15.  Brevet  Major-General  George  Cadwal- 
ader,  Pennsylvania  Militia,  superseded  General 
Butler  in  the  Department  of  Annapolis. 

May  17.  Acts  passed  by  Confederate  Congress 
providing,  upon  certain  conditions,  for  the  ad- 
mission of  North  Carolina  and  Tennessee  as 
members  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America. 

May  18.  Naval  attack  on  batteries  at  Sewell's 
Point,  Va. 

May  20.  Ordinance  of  secession  adopted  in  North 
Carolina. 

May  21.  Brig.-General  M.  L.  Bonham,  C.  S. 
Army,  assigned  to  command  on  the  "Alex- 
andria Line,"  Va. 

May  21.  Colonel  J.  B.  Magruder,  Provisional  Army 
of  Virginia,  assigned  to  command  at  Yorktown. 

May  21.  Convention  between  General  Harney, 
U.  S.  Army,  and  General  Sterling  Price,  Mis- 
souri State  Guard,  with  a  view  to  the  preserva- 
tion of  order  in  the  State. 

May  22.  Brig.-General  B.  F.  Butler  assigned  to 
command  at  Fort  Monroe,  Va. 

May  23.  Demonstration  against  Hampton,  Va. 

May  23.  Brig.-General  Benj.  Huger,  Virginia  Vol- 
unteers, assigned  to  command  at  Norfolk,  Va. 

May  24.  Resolutions  of  mediation  and  neutrality 

adopted  in  Kentucky- 
May  24.  Union  troops  advaneed  into  Virginia  and 
occupied  Arlington  Heights  and  Alexandria. 

May  26-30.  Union  troops  advanced  from  the 
Ohio  River  and  occupied  Grafton,  West  Virginia. 

May  27-29.  Union  troops  advanced  from  Fort 
Monroe  and  occupied  Newport  News,  Va. 

May  28.  Britr.-Gemral  Irvin  McDowell,  U.  S. 
Army,  assumed  command  of  the  Department  of 
Northeastern  Virginia. 

May  31.  Brig.-General  Nathaniel  Lyon  super- 
seded General  W.  S.  Harney  in  command  of  the 
Department  of  the  West. 

May  31.  Naval  attack  on  batteries  at  Aquia 
Creek,  Va. 


June  1.  Skirmishes  at  Arlington  Mills  and  Fair- 
fax Court  House,  Va. 

June  2.  Brig.-General  Beauregard  superseded  Gen- 
eral Bonham  in  command  on  the  '•Alexandria 
Line." 

June  3.  Action  at  Philippj,  W.  Va. 

June  5.  Naval  attack  on  batteries  at  Pig  Point,  Va. 

June  6.  Brig.-General  Henry  A.  Wise,  C.  S.  Army, 
ordered  to  command  in  the  Kanawha  Vallev, 
W.  Va. 

June  6.  Virginia  State  military  and  naval  forces 
transferred  to  the  Confederate  States. 

June  7.  Confederate  reconnoissance  from  York- 
town  to  Newport  News,  Va. 

June  8.  Brig.-General  R.  S.  Gamett.  C.  S.  Army, 
assigned  to  command  in  Northwestern  Va. 

June  10.  Engagement  at  Big  Bethel,  or  Bethel 
Chirrch,  Va. 

June  10.  Brig.-General  Beauregard  in  command 
of  all  Confederate  forces  in  Prince  William,  Fair- 
fax, and  Loudoun  counties,  Va. 

June  11.  Maj. -General  Cadwalader  superseded 
by  Maj. -General  Banks  in  Department  of  An- 
napolis. 

June  13.  Descent  of  L'nion  troops  upon  Eomney, 
W.  Va. 

June  15.  Harpers  Ferry,  Va.,  evacuated  by  Con- 
federate forces. 

June  17.  Engagement  at  Boone ville.  Mo. 

June  17.  Action  at  Camp  Cole,  Mo. 

June  17.  Action  at  Vienna,  Va. 

July  2.  General  Patterson's  command  crossed  the 
Potomac  at  Williamsport. 

July  2.  Advance  of  General  George  H.  Thomas's 
command,  and  engagement  at  Falling  Waters,Ta. 

July  5.  Engagement  near  Carthage,  Mo. 

July  8.  Brig.-General  Henry  H.  Sibley.  C.  S. 
Army,  ordered  to  Texas  to  expel  Union  forces 
from  New  Mexico. 

July  9.  Skirmish  at  Vienna,  Va. 

July  10.  Skirmish  at  Laiu-el  Hill.  W.  Va. 

July  11.  Engagement  at  Rich  Mountain,  W.  Va. 

July  13.  Major-General Leonidas Polk.  C.  S.  Army, 
assumed  command  of  Department  No.  2,  with 
headquarters  at  Memphis. 

July  13.  Action  at  Carrick's  Ford,  W.  Va. 

July  13.  Surrender  of  Pegram's  Confederate  forces 
in  Western  Virginia. 

July  14.  Brig.-General  H.  R.  Jackson  ordered  to 
command  of  Confederate  forces  in  Western  Va. 

July  15.  Military  forces,  stores,  etc..  of  Arkansas 
transferred  to  the  Confederate  States. 

July  16.  Union  advance  toward  Manassas,  Va. 

July  17.  Confederate  army  retired  to  the  line  of 
Bull  Run,  Va. 

July  17.  Skirmish  at  Fairfax  Court  House.  Va. 

July  18.  Skirmish  at  Mitchell's  Ford.  Va. 

July  18.  Action  at  Blackburn's  Ford.  Va. 

July  18-21.  Confederate  forces  from  the  Shenan- 
doah Valley,  under  General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 
reenforced  the  army  of  General  Beauregard  at 
Manassas,  Va. 

July  20.  Brig.-General  William  W.  Loring.  C.  S. 
Army,  assigned  to  command  of  "Northwestern 
Army"  (Western  Virginia"*. 

July  21.  Battle  of  Bull  Run,  or  Manassas,  Va. 


ORGANIZATION   OF  THE   TWO   GOVERNMENTS. 


THE    UNITED    STATES    GOVERNMENT. 


I.  THE  BUCHANAN  ADMINISTRATION. 

(1857-1861.) 

President :  James  Buchanan  (Pa.) 
Vice-President :  John  C.  Breckinridge*  (Ky.) 
Secretary  of  State :  Lewis  Cass  (Mieli.);  Jeremiah  S. 

Black  (Pa.),  appointed  Dec.  17, 1860. 
Secretary  of  War:  John   B.  B'lotd*  (Va.) ;  Joseph 

Holt  (Ky.)  (ad  interim),  Dec.  31,  1860 ;  regularly  ap- 
pointed Jan.  18, 18G1. 
Secretary  of  the  Xaey :  Isaac  Toucet  (Conn.) 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury:  Howell  Cobb*  (Georgia); 

Philip  P.  Thomas  (Md.),  appointed  Dee.  12, 1860;  John 

A.  Dix  (N.  Y.),  appointed  Jan.  11. 1861. 
Attorney-General :  Jeremiah  S.  Black  ;  Edwln  M. 

Stanton  (Pa.),  appointed  Dec.  20, 1860. 
Secretary  of  the  Interior:  Jacob  Thompson*  (Miss.) 
Postmaster- General :  Aaron  V.  Brown  (Tenn.),  died 

Mar.  8, 1859 ;  Joseph  Holt  (Ky.),  appointed  Mar.  14, 1859 ; 

Horatio  Klng  (Maine),  appointed  Felj.  12, 1861. 


II.   THE  LINCOLN  ADMINISTRATION. 

(1861-1865.) 

President:  Abraham  Lincoln  (111.) 

Vice-President :  Hannibal  Hamlin  (Maine). 

Secretary  of  Stale :  William  H.  Seward  (New  York). 

Secretary  of  War:  Simon  Cajieron  (Pa.);  Edwin  M. 
Stanton  (Pa.),  appointed  Jan.  15, 1862. 

Secretary  of  the  Ifary :  Gideon  Welles  (Conn.) 

Secretary  of  the  Trcnsnry :  Salmon  P.  Chase  (Oliio); 
W.  P.  Fessenden  (Mainei.  appointed  July  1, 186i;  Hugh 
Mcculloch  (Ind.),  aiip.iintc-d  Marcli  7, 1865. 

Secretary  of  the  Interior:  Caleb  B.  Smith  (Ind.); 
John  P.  Usher  (Ind.),  appointed  January  8, 1863. 

Attorney-General :  Edward  Bates  (Mo.)  ;  James  Speed 
(Ky.),  appointed  Dec.  2, 1864. 

Postmaster-General:  Montgomery  Blair  (Md.); 
William  Dennison  (OMo),  appointed  September  24, 
1864. 


THE  UNITED  STATES  WAR  DEPARTMENT. 


Secretary  of  War :  Joseph  Holt  (appointed  .Tan.  18. 
1861);  Simon  Cameron  (appointed  Marcli  5,1861) ;  Edwin 
M.  Stanton  (appointed  January  15,  1862). 

Assistant  Secretaries  of  War:  Thomas  A.  Scott  (.ap- 
pointed Aug.  3,  I8(il ;  Peter  H.  Watson  (appointed  Jan. 
24, 1862) ;  John  Tucker  (appointed  Jan.  29, 1862) ;  Chris- 
topher P.  Wolcott  (appointed  June  12,  1862;  resigned 
Jan.  23,  1863);  CHARLES  A.  Dana  (appointed  August, 
1863).  (Colonel  Scott  was  regularly  commiBsioned 
under  the  act  of  August  3,  1861,  authorizing  the  ap- 
pointment of  one  as.sistant  secretary  of  war.  Sulj- 
eequently  three  assistant  secretaries  were  authorized 
hy  law.) 

Adjutant-GeneraVs  Department :  Colonel  Samuel 
Cooper*  (resigned  March  7, 1861) ;  Brig. -Gen.  Lorenzo 
Thomas  (assigned  to  other  duty  March  23, 1863) ;  Colonel 
Edward  D.  Townsend. 

Quartermaster's  Depart tn ent :  Brig.-Gen.  Joseph  E. 
Johnston*  (resigned  April  22,  1861);  Brig.-Gen.  Mont- 
gomery C.  Meigs. 

Subsistence  Department:  Colonel  George  Gibson 
(died  Sept.  29, 1861) ;  Brig.-Gen.  Joseph  P.  Taylor  (died 
Jan.  29, 1864) ;  Brig.-Gen.  Ajios  B.  Eaton. 

Medical  Department:  Colonel  Thomas  Lawson  (died 
May  16, 1861) ;  Colonel  Clement  A.  Finley  (retired  April 


14, 1862) ;  Brig.-Gen.  William  A.  Hammond  ;  Brig.-Gen. 
Joseph  K.  Barnes  (iippointed  Aug.  22, 1864). 

Pay  Department:  Colonel  Benjamin  F.  Earned  (died 
Sept.  6,  1862) ;  Colonel  Timothy  P.  Andrews  (retired 
Nov.  29, 1864) ;  Brig.-Gen.  Benjamin  W.  Brice. 

Corps  of  Topographical  Entiinecrs :  Colonel  John  J. 
Abert  (retired  Sept.  9, 1861);  Colonel  Stephen  H.  Long. 
(This  corps  was  consolidated  with  the  "  Corps  of  En- 
gineers," under  act  of  March  3, 1863.) 

Corps  of  Engineers :  Brig.-Gen.  Joseph  G.  Totten 
(died  April  22, 1864) ;  Brig.-Gen.  Richard  Delafield. 

Ordnance  Department :  Colonel  Henry'  K.  Craig 
(until  April  23,  1861) ;  Brig.-Gen.  James  W.  Eiplev  (re- 
tired Sept.  15,  1863) ;  Brig.-Gen.  George  D.  Ramsay 
(retired  Sept.  12,  1861);  Brig.-Gen.  Alexander  B.  Dyer. 

Bureau  of  ][lliliiry  Juslire:  Mii.jor  John  F.  Lee  (re- 
signed Seiit.  4,  1862);  l'>rlg.-(!en.  Joseph  Holt. 

Bureau  of  the  Provost  Marshal  General  (created  by 
act  of  March  3, 1863)  :  Brig.-Gen.  James  B.  Fry. 

General  Officers  of  the  United  States  Army,  Jamiary  1, 
1861 :  Brevet  Lieut.-Gen.  Winfield  Scott  (General-in- 
chief) ;  Brig. -Generals :  ,Tohn  E.  Wool,  David  E. 
Twiggs,*  William  S.  Harney.  (Note.—  E.  V.  Sumner 
was  promoted  Brigadier-General  March  16,  1861,  vice 
David  E.  Twiggs,  tlismissed  March  1, 1861.) 


THE   UNITED    STATES  NAVY   DEPARTMENT. 


Secretary  of  the  Navy :  Gideon  Welles. 

Assistant  Secretary :  Gustavus  V.  Fox. 

Yards  and  Docks :  Rear- Admiral  Joseph  Smith. 

Ordnance  and  Hydrography :  Captain  George  A.  Ma- 
GKUDER  (dismissed  April  22,1861);  Captain  Andrew  A. 
Harwood  (relieved  July  22, 1362) ;  Rear- Admiral  John  A. 
Dahlgren  (relieved  June  24, 1863) ;  Commander  Henry 
A.  Wise.  (By  act  of  Congi-ess  of  July  5,  1862,  "  Hydrog- 
raphy "  was  transferred  to  the  Bureau  of  Navigation.) 

Navigation  (established  by  act  of  July  5, 1862) :  Rear- 
Admiral  Charles  H.  Davis. 

Equipment  and  Recruiting  (established  by  act  of  Jidy 


5,  1862) :  Eear-Adrairal  Andrew  H.  Foote  (relieved 
June  3, 1863) ;  Conmiauder  Albert  N.  Smith. 

Construction,  Ei/}tipme)il,  and  Repair:  Chief  Naval 
Constructor  John  I.entiiai.l.  (By  act  of  July  5,  1862, 
the  "Equipment  and  Recruiting"  Bureau  was  organ- 
ized, and  thereafter  the  old  bureau  was  designated  as 
"  Construction  and  Repair.") 

Provisions  and'  Clothing :  Pay -Director  Horatio 
Bridge. 

Medicine  and  Surgery :  Surgeon  William  Whelan. 

Steam-Engineering  (established  by  act  of  July  6, 1862) : 
Engineer-in-Cliief  Benjamin  F.  Isherwood. 


*  Afterward  in  the  Confederate  scr\'ice. 


ORGANIZATION   OF    THE    TIVO    CONCERNMENTS. 
THE    CONFEDEEATE    STATES    GOVEEXMEXT. 

Presiclent :  .lEFFEKSOX  Davis  (Miss.)     Tice-PresidenI :  Alexa>-i>i;k  U.  Stephens  (Ga.) 


I.   PROVISIONAL   ORGANIZATION. 

(Feb.  8, 1861.) 

Secretary  of  State:  Robekt  Toombs  (Ga.),  Feb.  21, 
1861;  R.  M.  T.  Hu.NTER,  (Va.i  July  24, 1861. 

Secretary  of  War:  Leroy  P.  Waiker  (Ala.),  Feb.  21, 
1861;  JnDAH  P.  Benjamin  (La.),  Sept.  17, 1861. 

Secretary  of  the  yavij :  Stephen  E.  Mallory  (Fla.), 
Feb.  2n.  is'ei. 

Serrrfriri/  of  Ihr  Treasury  :  Christopher  G.  Mem- 
MINCl.l:    ^^.  I.I.  I''li.  21,  1861, 

Alhiriii  !l-(ii  ni  rnl  :  .ICDAH  P.  BEN.JA.A1IN,  Feb.  25,  1861 ; 
Thomas  Ukai.i.,  lAla.i.Sept.  17,  1S61. 

Fostmasler-Oenerul:  J.  H.  Reagan  (Texas),  Jlarcli  6, 
1801. 


II.   REORGANIZATION. 

(Feb.  22,  1862.  to  April.  18C5.) 

Secretary  of  State:  R.  il.  T.  Hlnteb.  July  24,  1861; 
JITDAH  P.  BEN.JA3IIN.  March  17,  1862. 

Secretary  of  War:  Jcdah  P.  Beniajun,  Sept.  IT,  1861; 
George  W.  Randolph,  llarcli  17,  1862;  Gcstatcs  W. 
Smith,  acting,  Xov.  17,  1862;  James  A.  Seddon,  Xov. 
20,  1862 ;  JOHN  C.  BkECKISEIDGE,  Jan.  28.  186.5. 

Secretary  of  the  Xany  :  Stephen  E.  Mallort. 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury :  C.  G.  ME5imingee  :  George 
A.  Tkenholji,  June,  1864. 

Attorney-General :  Thom.vsBragg;  Thomas  H.  Watis 
(Ala),  March  17, 1862  :  George  Davis  (S.  C.i,  1861-5. 

Postmusler-Oeneral :  John  H.  Reagan. 


THE  CONFEDERATE  STATES  WAR  DEPARTMENT. 


Secretary  of  War:  (see  above). 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War:  Albert  T.  Bledsoe 
(April  1,  1802) ;  John  A.  Campbell  (October  20, 1862). 

Adjt.  and  Insp.-Gen's  Dep't :  General  Sa.iiuel  Cooper. 

Quartermaster-General's  Dep't:  Colonel  Abram  C. 
Myeus  (March  15,  1861);  Brig.-Gen.  A.  R.  Lawton  (Aug. 
10,  18G3). 

Commissary-General's  Dep't:  Colonel  Lucius  B  Nor- 
throp (March  16,  1861) ;  Brig.-Geu.  I.  M.  St.  John  (Feb- 
ruary 16,  18051. 


Ordnance  Dep't:  Brig.-Gen.  Josiah  Gorgas. 

Engineer  Bureau  :  M:g  -Gen.  Jeremy  F.  GmJEB. 

Metlical  Dep't:  Brig.-Gen.  S.oicel  P.  Moore. 

Xitre  and  Mininf/  Bureau :  Brig.-Gen.  I.  M.  .St.  John; 
Colonel  Richard  Morton  (Feb.  16, 1865). 

Conscription  Bureau  :  Brig.-Gen.  John  S.  Peeston. 
Chief ;  Col.  T.  P.  August,  Supt 

Prisoyi  Camps :  Brig.-Gen.  John  H.  Winder. 

Exchange  of  Prisoners :  Col  Robert  Ould.  Chiif. 

Commissioner  of  Patents:  Rufus  R.  Rhodes. 


THE  CONFEDERATE  STATES  NAVY  DEPARTMENT. 


Secretary  of  the  Navy :  Stephen  R.  Mallory. 

Orders  and  Detail:  Captain  French  Forrest;  Com- 
mander John  K.  Mitchell. 

Ordnance  and  Hydrography :  Commander  George 
Minor  ;  Commander  John  M.  Brooke. 


Provisions  and  Clothing:  Assis't  Surgeon  John  De 
Bree. 

Medicine  and  Surgery:  Surgeon  W.  A.  W.  Spots- 
wood. 


GOVEENOES    OF    THE    STATES    DUEING    THE    WAR. 


UNION  STATES:  California,  John  G.  Downey 
(1860-1),  Leland  Stanford  (1861-3),  Frederick  F.  Low 
(1803-8);  (7o)Ince(iCK^WILLIAM  A.  Buckingham  (1858-06); 
Delaware,  Willia.m  Burton  (1869-63),  William  C.\nnon 
(1863-7) ;  Illinois,  Richard  Yates  (1801-5) ;  Indiana. 
Oliver  P.  .Morton  (1861-7) ;  Iowa,  Samuel  J.  Kirkwood 
(1860-4),  WiLLiAJi  M.  Stone  (1864-8);  Kansas,  Charles 
EOBiNSON  (1861-3),  THOMAS  CARNEY  (1863-5) ;  2Iaine,  Is- 
rael Washburn,  Jr.  (1861-3),  Abner  Coburn  (1863-4), 
Samuel  Cony  (1864-7) ;  Massachusetts,  John  A.  Andrew 
(1861-6);  Michigan,  Austin  Blair  (1861-4),  Henry'  H. 
Ckapo  (1865-9) ;  Minnesota,  Alexander  Ramsey  (1839-63), 
Stephen  Miller  (1863-6) ;  Nevada  (State  admitted  1864). 
Henry  G.  Blasdell  (1864-71);  New  Sampshire,  1ch\- 
BOD  Goodwin  (1859-61),  Nathaniel  S.  Berry  (l86".-3i, 
Joseph  A.  Gilsiore  (1863-5) ;  Nen-  .Terscy,  Charles  S. 
Olden  (1860-3),  Joel  Parker  (1803-6) ;  New  York,  Edwin 
D.  Morgan  (1859-63).  Horatio  Seymour  (1863-5),  Reu- 
ben E.  Fenton  (1865-9);  Ohio,  William  Dennlson 
(1800-2),  David  Tod  (1802-1).  Jonx  Brough  (1864-5) ; 
Oregon,  John  Whittaker  (1859-02),  Addison  C.  Gibbs 
(1862-0);  Prnnsiilraiiiii.  Avtirkw  (4.  Cirtin  (1861-7); 
Rhode  Isliind,  Will  I  VM  Sll;  M;ri  ilsid  11,  .Tdiin  R.  Bart- 
LETT,  al•till^'  (isoi -il.  Wii  1  I  \M  ('.  (■..//!  \s.  acting  (1803). 
James  Y.  Smith  (1.so:i-.-.i  ;  Vir:intiii.  v.i:  v^rus  Fairbanks 
(1800-1),  Frederic  IIolbuook  (is6i-3).  J.  Gregory 
Smith  (1863-5)  ;  West  Virginia  (ailniittcd  1803),  I'rovi- 
sional  Governor,  Francis  H    Peirpoint  (1861-3).  Ar- 


thur I  BOEEMAN  (1863-91;  Wisconsin.  Alexandeb  W. 
Randall  (1857-611,  Louis  P.  H.vrvey  (1861-2),  Edward 
Salomon  (1862-3).  James  T.  Lewis  (1863-6i. 

CONFEDERATE  STATES:  Alabama.  Andrew  B. 
MooEE  (1857-01),  John  Gill  Shorter  (1861-3i,  Thomas 
H.  Watts  (1803-5) ;  Arkansas,  Henry  M.  Rector  (1860-3). 
Harris  Flan.\gin  (1863-ti,  Isaac  Murphy  i1S64-SI; 
Florida,  Madison  S.  Perry  (1857-61),  John  Milton 
(1861-5);  (Jforj/m,  Joseph E.  Brown  (1857-63);  Louisima, 
Thomas  O.  Mooee  (1860-41.  Henev  W.  Allen  (l!*t-5); 
Union  Military  (Governors,  George  F.  Shepley  (iS62-4i, 
Michael  Hahn  (18iVi-5) :  Mississippi.  John  J.  Pettus 
(1860-21,  Charles  Cl.irke  (1863).  J.vcoB  Thompson 
(1863-41 ;  North  Carolina,  John  W.  Ellis  (1859-611.  H.  T. 
Clark,  acting  (1861-2).  Zebui.onB.  Vance  (1862-5);  South 
Carolina,  Francis  W.  Pickens  aS60-2).  M.  L.  Bonham 
(1862-11,  A.  G.  M.igrath  (1864-5);  Tennessef.  Isiiam  G. 
Harris  (1857-65),  Andrew  Johnson.  Union  Military 
Governor  (1802-5);  Texas,  Samuel  Houston  i1859-61), 
Edward  Clark,  acting  (1861),  Francis  K.  Lubbock 
1801-3),  Pendleton  Muerah  (1S63-S) ;  Tirffinia,  John 
Letcher  (I86O-41,  Willum  S.mitu.  (1S64-5). 

BORDER  STATES:  Kentucky.  Beeiaii  Mackiffin 
(1859-62).  Ja-mes  F.  Robinson  (1862-3) :  Thomas  E.  Br.vm- 
LETTE  (1863-7) ;  Maryland.  Thomas  H.  Hicks  (1857-61). 
A.  W.  Bradford  i1S61-5)  :  Missouri.  C.  F.  Jackson  0861) ; 
Union,  U.  R.  Gamble  (1861-4).  T.  C.  Fletcher  (1864-8). 

N.  B.— The  Confederate  Government  of  Kcntiu'ky  was  provisional  in  its  character.  Gcorgo  W.  Johnson  was 
elected  Governor  by  the  Eussellville  Convention  in  November.  1861.  He  served  until  he  w.is  killed  in  action  at 
the  battle  of  Shiloh.  Richard  Hawes  was  elected  by  the  Provisional  Council  of  Kentucky  to  succeed  him,  and 
acted  as  the  Confederate  Provision.il  Governor  of  Kentuclc)- from  1862  until  the  close  of  the  w,tr.— In  Missouri 
Thomas  C.  Reynolds  was  the  Confederate  Governor  from  1802  to  1863 ;  but  after  1861  a  Confederate  Governor  of 
Missouri  was  little  more  than  a  name.—  In  Tennessee.  Governor  Harris  being  ineligible  to  a  fourth  term.  Rolwrt 
L.  Carnthera  was  elected  Governor  in  August,  1863.  Tennessee  and  her  capital  being  then  occupied  by  the  United 
States  forces,  Mr.  Caruthors  was  never  inaugurated,  and  Governor  Harris  held  over  under  the  law. 
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BY    CHARLES    P.    STONE,    BRIGADIER-GENEEAL,  U.  S.  V. 


^rr^y 


ALL  who  knew  Waslaington  in  the  days  of  December, 


1860,  know  what  thoughts  reigned  in  the  minds  of 
thinking  men.  "WTiatever  then-  daily  oociipations,  they 
went  about  them  with  their  thoughts  always  bent  on 
the  possible  disasters  of  the  near  futm-e.  The  country 
was  in  a  cm-ious  and  alarming  condition :  South  Caro- 
lina had  ah-eady  passed  an  ordinance  of  secession,  and 
other  States  were  preparing  to  follow  her  lead.  The 
only  regular  troops  near  the  capital  of  the  country  were 
300  or  400  marines  at  the  marine  barracks,  and  3  offi- 
cers and  53  men  of  ordnance  at  the  Washing-ton  arsenal. 
The  old  mihtia  system  had  been  abandoned  (without  being  legally  abolished), 
and  Congress  had  passed  no  law  establishing  a  new  one.  The  oidy  armed  vol- 
unteer organizations  in  the  District  of  Cohunbia  were :  The  Potomac  Light 
Infantry,  1  company,  at  Georgetown;  the  National  Rifles,  1  company,  in 
Washington ;  the  Washington  Light  Infantry,  of  about  160  men,  and  another 
small  organization  called  the  National  Guard  Battalion.  It  had  been  evident 
for  months  that,  on  assembling  in  December,  Congress  would  have  far  dif- 
ferent work  to  consider  than  the  organization  of  the  District  of  Cohunbia 
militia.  Nor  in  the  delicate  position  of  affau's  would  it  be  the  policy  of  Presi- 
dent Buchanan,  at  the  outset  of  the  session,  to  propose  the  military  organiza- 
tion of  the  Federal  District.  It  was  also  evident  that,  should  he  be  so  disposed, 
the  senators  and  representatives  of  the  Southern  States  would  oppose  and 
denormce  the  project. 

What  force,  then,  would  the  Government  have  at  its  disj)osal  in  the  Federal 
District  for  the  simple  maintenance  of  order  in  case  of  need !  Evidently  but  a 
handful ;  and  as  to  calling  thither  promptly  any  regular  troops,  that  was  out 
of  the  question,  since  they  had  akeady  all  been  distributed  by  the  Southern 
sympathizers  to  the  distant  frontiers  of  the  Indian  country, —  Texas,  Utah, 
New  Mexico,  Oregon,  and  Washington  Territory.^    Months  would  have  been 


■j^  In  December,  1860,  the  military  forces  of  the 
United  States  consisted  of  1108  officers  and  15,- 
259  men  of  the  refjular  army;  total,  16,367. 
The  distribution  of  the  army  may  be  inferred 
from  the  map  printed  on  page  8,  and  from  the 
following  "memorandum"  (made  on  the  6th  of 
December,  1S75),  by  Adjutant-General  E.  D. 
Townsend,  exhibiting  "  certain  changes  in  the  sta- 
tions of  troops  made  nnder  the  orders  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  John  B.  Floyd,  during  the  years 
1858-00": 

"After  the  removal  of  the  troops  to  Kansas 
and  Utah  at  the  close  of  Indian  hostilities  in 
Florida,  in  June,  1858,  there  were  left  in  the  coun- 
try east  of  the  Mississippi  Eiver  16  companies  of 
artillery.  From  that  time  (June,  1858)1111  Decem- 


ber 31,  1860,  some  changes  of  stations  oecuri'ed, 
by  which  the  Department  of  the  East  gained  3  com- 
panies (2  of  artillery  and  1  of  engineers),  so  that 
at  the  end  of  1860  there  were  18  companies  of 
artillery  and  1  of  engineers  serving  east  of  the 
Mississippi  River.  There  were  no  troops  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Washington  during  the  whole  of 
Secretary  Floyd's  term  of  office.  In  the  spring  and 
summer  of  1860  the  force  in  Utah  was  reduced  to 
3  companies  of  dragoons,  3  companies  of  artillery, 
and  4  companies  of  infantry.  The  remainder  (13 
companies  of  infantry  and  2  of  dragoons)  were  sent 
to  New  Mexico,  relieving  1  regiment  of  infantry  al- 
ready there,  which  thereupon  proceeded  to  Texas. 
No  other  changes  of  importance  were  made  during 
the  period  in  question." — Editors. 
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necessary  to  concentrate  at  Washington,  in  that  season,  a  force  of  three 
thousand  regular  troops.  Even  had  President  Buchanan  been  desii'ous  of  bring- 
ing troops  to  the  capital,  the  feverish  condition  of  the  pubhc  mind  would,  as 
the  executive  believed,  have  been  badly  affected  by  any 
movement  of  the  kind,  and  the  approaching  crisis  might 
have  been  precipitated.  I  saw  at  once  that  the  only  force 
which  could  be  readily  made  of  service  was  a  volunteer 
force  raised  from  among  the  well-disposed  men  of  the  Dis- 
trict, and  that  this  must  be  organized,  if  at  all,  under  the 
old  law  of  1799.  By  consultation  with  gentlemen  weU 
acquainted  with  the  various  classes  of  Washington  society, 
I  endeavored  to  learn  what  proportion  of  the  able-bodied 
population  could  be  counted  on  to  sustain  the  Government 
should  it  need  support  from  the  armed  and  organized 
citizens. 

On  the  31st  of  December,  1860,  Lieutenant-General 
Scott,  General-in-Chief  of  the  army  (who  had  his  head- 
quarters In  New  York),  was  in  Washington.  The  Presi- 
dent, at  last  thoroughly  alarmed  at  the  results  of  continued 
concessions  to  secession,  had  summoned  him  for  consulta- 
tion. On  the  evening  of  that  day  I  went  to  pay  my  respects 
to  my  old  commander,  and  was  received  by  him  at  Worm- 
ley's  hotel.  He  chatted  pleasantly  with  me  for  a  few 
minutes,  recalling  past  service  in  the  Mexican  war,  etc. ; 
and  when  the  occasion  presented  itself,  I  remarked  that 
I  was  glad  to  see  him  in  good  spirits,  for  that  proved  to 
me  that  he  took  a  more  cheerful  view  of  the  state  of  public 
aff au's  than  he  had  on  his  arrival  —  more  cheerful  than  we 
of  Washington  had  dared  to  take  during  the  past  few  days. 
"  Yes,  my  young  friend,"  said  the  general,  "  I  feel  more 
cheerful  about  the  affaii's  of  the  country  than  I  did  this 
mornmg ;  for  I  believe  that  a  safer  pohcy  than  has  hith- 
erto been  followed  will  now  be  adopted.  The  policy  of 
entii"e  eoncUiation,  which  has  so  far  been  pui-sued,  would 
soon  have  led  to  ruin.  We  are  now  in  such  a  state  that  a 
policy  of  pure  force  would  precipitate  a  crisis  for  which  we 
are  not  prepared.  A  mixed  policy  of  force  -and  concilia- 
tion is  now  necessary,  and  I  beheve  it  will  be  adopted  and 
carried  out."  He  then  looked  at  his  watch,  rose,  and  said : 
"  I  must  be  with  the  President  in  a  quarter  of  an  houi-," 
and  ordered  his  carriage.  He  walked  up  and  down  the 
dining-room,  but  suddenly  stopped  and  faced  me,  saying : 
"  How  is  the  feeling  in  the  District  of  Columbia  f  What 
proportion  of  the  population  would  sustain  the  Govern- 
ment by  force,  if  necessary  ?  " 

"  It  is  my  belief,  General,"  I  replied,  "  that  two-thu-ds  of 
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WINFIELD    SCOTT,    UHEVET    LIEUTENANT-GENERAL,    U.  S.  A.        FKOM    A    PHOTOOKAPH. 

General  Scott  was  General-iu-Cbiof  of  tbe  army  until  Novomlier  1, 1861.  when  lie  was  iilaoed  upon  the 

retired  list  on  lus  own  application,  and  was  siieceeded  by  Major-General  (Jeorsre  B   McCleUau. 

He  died  at  West  Point  iu  May,  1S66,  in  his  eightieth  year. 

the  fighting  stock  of  this  popiilatiou  would  sustain  the  Grovorumeut  in  dot'oud- 
ing  itself,  if  called  upon.  But  they  are  luicertain  as  to  what  can  be  done  or 
what  the  Cxovernment  desires  to  have  done,  and  they  have  no  rallA^ing-point." 
The  general  walked  the  room  again  in  silence.  The  carriage  came  to  the 
door,  and  I  accompanied  him  toward  it.  As  he  was  lea\'ing,  he  turned  s\id- 
denly,  looked  me  in  the  face,  placed  his  hand  on  my  shoulder,  ami  saiil : 


IVASHINGTON  ON   THE  EI^E  OF   THE  IV AR. 


"These  people  have  no  rallying -point.  Make  yourself  that  rallying - 
point ! " 

The  next  day  I  was  commissioned  by  the  President  colonel  in  the  staff  and 
Inspector-General  of  the  District  of  Columbia.  I  Avas  mustered  into  the  service 
of  the  United  States  from  the  2d  day  of  January,  1861,  on  the  special  requisi- 
tion of  the  General-ia-Chief,  and  thus  was  the  first  of  two  and  a  half  millions 
called  into  the  mili- 
tary service  of  the  .■ — —  ___J     -~' 

Government  to  de- 
fend it  against  seces- 
sion. 

I  immediately  en- 
tered upon  my  duties, 
commencing  by  in- 
spections in  detail  of 
the  existing  organi- 
zations of  volunteers. 
The  Potomac  Light 
Infantry  company, 
of  Georgetown,  I 
found  fau'ly  chilled, 
well  armed,  and, 
from  careful  infor- 
mation, it  seemed  to 
me  certain  that  the  majority  of  its  members  could  be  depended  upon  in  ease 
of  need,  but  not  aU  of  them. 

On  the  2d  of  January,  I  met,  at  the  entrance  of  the  Metropolitan  Hotel, 
Captain  Schaeffer,  of  the  "  National  Rifles "  of  Washington,  and  I  spoke  to 
him  about  his  company,  which  was  remarkable  for  drill.  Schaeffer  had  been 
a  lieutenant  in  the  Third  United  States  Artillery,  and  was  an  excellent  drill- 
master. 

He  had  evidently  not  yet  heard  of  my  appointment  as  Inspector-General, 
and  he  rephed  to  my  comphmentary  remarks  on  his  company : 

"  Yes,  it  is  a  good  company,  and  I  suppose  I  shall  soon  have  to  lead  it  to 
the  banks  of  the  Susquehanna ! " 

"  ^Vhy  so  ? "  I  asked. 

"  Why !  To  guard  the  frontier  of  Maryland  and  help  to  keep  the  Yankees 
from  coming  down  to  coerce  the  South ! " 

I  said  to  him  quietly  that  I  thought  it  very  imprudent  in  him,  an  employee 
of  the  Department  of  the  Interior  and  captain  of  a  company  of  District  of 
Columbia  volunteers,  to  use  such  expressions.  He  rephed  that  most  of  his 
men  were  Marylanders,  and  would  have  to  defend  Maryland.  I  told  him  that 
he  would  soon  learn  that  he  had  been  impriident,  and  ad-vdsed  him  to  think 
more  seriously  of  his  position,  but  did  not  inform  him  of  my  appointment, 
which  he  would  be  certain  to  learn  the  following  morning  from  the  newspapers. 

It  must  be  admitted  that  this  was  not  a  very  cheerful  beginning. 


HEADQUARTERS    OF   GENERAL  WINFIELD    SCOTT,    WASHINGTON. 
FROM    A    WAK-TOIE    SKETCH. 
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On  inspecting  the  "  National  Rifles,"  I  found  that  Schaeffer  had  more  than 
100  men  on  his  rolls,  and  was  almost  daily  adding  to  the  nmnber,  and  that  he 
had  a  full  supply  of  lifles  with  200  rounds  of  ball  caiti-idges,  two  mountain 

howitzers  with  harness 
and  eaiiiages,  a  supply 
of  sabers  and  of  revolv- 
ers and  ammunition,  aU 
cb'a^vn  from  the  United 
States  arsenal.  I  went 
to  the  Chief  of  Ordnance, 
to  leam  how  it  was  that 
this  company  of  riflemen 
happened  to  be  so  un- 
usually armed ;  and  I 
found  at  the  Ordnance 
Office  that  an  order  had 
been  given  by  the  late 
Secretary  of  War  (John 
B.  Floyd)  dii'ecting  the 
Chief  of  Ordnance  to  cause  to  be  issued  to  Captain  Schaeffer  *'aU  the 
ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  that  he  might  requii'e  for  his  company ! " 
I  ascertained  also  that  Floyd  had  nominated  Captain  Schaeffer  to  the 
President  for  the  commission  of  major  in  the  District  of  Columbia  militia, 
and  that  the  commission  had  akeady  been  sent  to  the  President  for  his 
signature. 

I  immediately  presented  the  matter  to  the  new  Secretary  of  War  (Joseph 
Holt),  and  procui'ed  from  him  two  orders, —  one,  an  order  to  the  Chief  of 
Ordnance  to  issue  no  amis  to  any  militia  or  volimteers  in  the  District  of 
Columbia  unless  the  requisition  should  be  countersigned  by  the  Inspector- 
General;  the  other,  an  order  that  aU  commissions  issued  to  officers  of  the 
District  of  Columbia  should  be  sent  to  the  Insjaector-Greneral  for  delivery. 

An  office  was  assigned  me  in  the  War  Department,  convenient  to  the  anny- 
registers  and  near  the  Secretary  of  War,  who  kindly  gave  orders  that  I  should 
at  aU  times  be  admitted  to  his  cabinet  without  waiting,  and  room  was  made 
for  me  in  the  office  of  Major-General  Weightman,  the  senior  major-general 
of  the  District,  where  each  day  I  passed  several  liom's  in  order  to  confer 
with  him,  and  to  l)e  able  promptly  to  obtain  his  authority  for  any  necessary 
order. 

The  Washington  Light  Infantry  organization  and  the  National  Guard  were 
old  volunteers  composed  of  Washington  people,  and  were  almost  to  a  man 
faithful  to  the  Government.  Of  their  officers,  Major-General  Weightman, 
though  aged,  and  Major-General  Force,  aged  and  infinn,  were  active,  and 
true  as  steel ;  Brigadier-Generals  Bacon  and  Carriugton  were  yoimg,  active, 
and  true.  Brigadier-General  Robert  Ould,  who  took  no  part  in  the  jn-eparatious 
of  the  winter,  joined  the  Confederates  as  soon  as  Virginia  ]iassod  her  ordinance 
of  secession,  and  his  known  sentiments  precluded  consultation  with  him. 
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Having  thus  studied  tlie  ground,  and  taken  the  first  necessary  steps  toward 
security,  I  commenced  the  work  of  providing  a  force  of  volunteers.  I 
addressed  individual  letters  to  some  forty  weU-known  and  esteemed  gentle- 
men of  the  District,  informing  each  one  that  it  would  be  agi'eeable  to  the 
Grovernment  should  he  in  his  neighborhood  raise  and  organize  a  company  of 
volunteers  for  the  preservation  of  order  in  the  District.  To  some  of  these  let- 
ters I  received  no  replies ;  to  some  I  received  replies  courteously  declining 
the  service ;  to  some  I  received  letters  sarcastically  declining ;  but  to  many 
I  received  repUes  enthusiastically  accepting  the  service.  In  about  six  weeks 
thirty-three  comjjanies  of  infantry  and  riflemen  and  two  troops  of  cavahy 
were  on  the  lists  of  the  District  volunteer  force ;  and  all  had  been  uniformed, 
equipped,  and  put  under  frequent  driU. 

The  Northern  Liberties  tu-e  companies  brought  their  quota  ;  the  Lafayette 
Hose  Company  was  prompt  to  enroll ;  the  masons,  the  carpenters,  the  stone- 
cutters, the  painters,  and  the  German  tui-ners  responded:  each  corj^oration 
formed  its  companies  and  drilled  industriously.  Petty  livah-ies  disappeared, 
and  each  company  strove  to  excel  the  others  in  drill  and  discipline.  WhUe 
the  newly  organized  companies  thus  strove  to  perfect  themselves,  the  older 
organizations  resmned  their  di'iUs  and  fiUed  theii"  ranks  with  good  recruits. 

The  National  Eifles  company  (Captain  Schaelfer's)  was  carefully  observed, 
and  it  was  found  that  its  ranks  received  constant  accessions,  includiug  the 
most  openly  declared  secessionists  and  even  members  of  Congress  from  the 
Southern  States.  This  company  was  very  frequently  drilled  in  its  armory, 
and  its  recruits  were  di'iUed  nearly  every  night. 

Having,  as  Inspector-General,  a  secret  ser\dee  force  at  my  disposition,  I 
placed  a  detective  in  the  company,  and  had  regular  reports  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  its  captain.  He  was  evidently  pushing  for  an  independent  command 
of  infantry,  artillery,  and  cavahy,  having  his  rifles,  cannon,  sabers,  and  revolv- 
ers stored  in  his  aiTuory.  He  also  began  to  prepare  for  action,  ordering  his 
men  to  take  theii-  rifles  and  equipments  home  with  them,  with  a  supply 
of  ammrmition,  so  that  even  should  his  armory  be  occupied,  they  could 
assemble  on  short  notice,  ready  for  action.  Meantime,  his  commission  as 
major  was  signed  by  the  President  and  sent  to  me. 

I  I'eported  these  matters  to  General  Scott,  who  ordered  me  to  watch  these 
proceedings  carefully,  and  to  be  ready  to  suppress  any  attempt  at  violence ; 

but  to  avoid,  if  pos- 
sible, any  shock,  for, 
said  he,  "We  are  now 
in  such  a  state  that  a 
dog-fight  might  cause 
the  gutters  of  the 
capital  to  run  with 
blood." 

WhUe  the  volunteer 
force  for  the  support 
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was  organizing,  another  force  with  exactly  the  opposite  pui"pose  was  in  course 
of  formation.  I  learned  that  the  gi-eat  haU  over  Beach's  liverj'  stable  was  nightly 
filled  with  men  who  were  actively  di'illed.  Doctor  B ,  of  well-known  seces- 
sion tendencies,  was  the  moving  spirit  of  these  men,  and  he  was  assisted  by 
other  citizens  of  high  standing,  among  whom  was  a  connection  of  Governor 
Letcher  of  Virginia.  The  numbers  of  these  occujjants  of  Beach's  hall  increased 
rapidly,  and  I  found  it  well  to  have  a 
sldUful  New  York  detective  officer,  who 
had  been  placed  at  my  disposition,  en- 
rolled among  them.  These  men  called 
themselves  "National  Volunteers,"  and 
in  their  meetings  openly  discussed  the 
seizure  of  the  national  capital  at  the 
proper  moment.  They  di'illed  industri- 
ously, and  had  regular  business  meetings, 
full  reports  of  which  Avere  regadarly  laid 
before  me  every  following  morning  by 
"  the  New  York  member."  In  the  meet- 
ing at  which  the  xiniform  to  be  adopted 
was  discussed,  the  vote  was  for  gray  Ken- 
tucky jeans,  with  the  Maryland  button. 
A  cautious  member  suggested  that  they  joseph  holt,  secretary  of  war  from  dec.  m, 
must  remember  that,  in  order  to  procm-e  ^'^'  ^^"^"-  '■-^''^^  *•  ^^^-  ''•'""  *  ^o^^'^h. 
arms,  it  would  be  "  necessary  to  get  the  requisition  signed  by  '  Old  Stone,' 
and  if  he  saw  that  they  had  adopted  the  Maryland  Viutton,  and  not  that  of 
the  United  States,  he  might  suspect  them  and  refuse  the  issue  of  aims  I " 

Doctor  B suiDjiorted  the  idea  of  the  Maryland  Initton,  and  said  that,  if 

Stone  refused  the  arms,  the  Grovernor  of  ^"ii'ginia  would  see  them  fimiished, 
etc.  These  gentlemen  probably  little  thought  that  a  full  report  of  their* 
remarks  would  be  read  the  next  morning  by  "Old  Stone  "to  the  General- 
in-Chief. 

The  i:»rocm'iiig  of  arms  was  a  diftieult  matter  for  them,  for  it  requii'ed  the 
election  of  officers,  the  regular  enrolhng  of  men,  the  certificate  of  elections, 
and  the  muster-roUs,  all  to  be  reported  to  the  Inspector-General.  The  subject 
was  long  discussed  by  them,  and  it  was  finally  arranged  that,  out  of  the  360 
men,  a  pretended  company  should  be  organized,  officers  elected,  and  the 
demand  for  arms  made.  This  project  was  caiTie<l  out,  and  mil  member 
brought  to  me  early  the  next  morning  the  repoi't  of  the  procivdings.  infonn- 

ing  me  that  Doctor  B had  been  elected  ca})taiiu  and  would  call  on  the 

Inspector-General  for  arms.     Sure  enough  Doctor  B presented  himself  in 

my  office  and  informed  me  that  he  had  raised  a  company  of  vohmteers,  and 
desii'ed  an  order  for  arms.  He  produced  a  certificate  of  election  in  due  form. 
I  received  hhn  courteously,  and  informed  him  that  I  could  not  give  an  .order 
for  arms  without  ha-\dng  a  muster-roll  of  his  men,  proAnng  that  a  fuU  one 
hundred  had  signed  the  rolls.  It  was  desirable  to  have  the  names  of  men 
holding  such  sentiments  and  niu'sing  such  projects  as  were  known  to  be  theirs. 
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He  returned,  I  think,  on  the  foUowing  day,  with  a  muster-roll  m  due  form, 
containing  the  names  of  one  hundred  men.  This  was  aU  that  I  wanted.  I 
looked  him  fuU  in  the  face,  smiled,  and  locked  the  muster-roU  in  a  drawer  of 
my  desk,  saying : 

"  Doctor  B ,  I  am  very  happy  to  have  obtained  this  list,  and  I  wish  you 

good-morning." 

The  gaUant  doctor  e\idently  understood  me.  He  smiled,  bowed,  and  left  the 
office,  to  which  he  never  retui'ned.  He  subsequently  proved  the  sinceiity  of  his 
principles  by  abandoning  his  pleasant  home  in  Washington,  his  large  and  valu- 
able property,  and  gi\ing  his  earnest  service  to  the  Confederate  cause.  The 
"  National  Volunteer  "  organization  broke  up  without  further  trouble. 

Next  came  the  tmii  of  Captain  Schaeffer.  He  entered  my  office  one  day 
with  the  air  of  an  injured  man,  holding  in  his  hand  a  requisition  for  arms  and 
ammimition,  and  saying,  that,  on  presenting  it  at  the  Ordnance  Office,  he  had 
been  informed  that  no  arms  could  be  issiied  to  him  without  my  approval.  I 
informed  him  that  that  was  certainly  correct,  and  that  the  order  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  was  general.  I  told  him  that  he  had  already  in  his  possession 
more  lifles  than  were  requii'ed  for  a  company,  and  that  he  could  have  no  more. 
He  then  said,  sulkily,  that  with  his  company  he  could  easily  tahe  the  arms 
he  wanted.     I  asked  him,  "  A^Tiere  ? "  and  he  replied  : 

"  You  have  only  foiu'  soldiers  guarding  the  Cohunbian  armory,  where  there 
are  plenty  of  arms,  and  those  foiu'  men  could  not  prevent  my  taking  them." 

"Ah!"  I  replied,  "in  what  part  of  the  armory  are  those  arms  kept?"  He 
said  they  were  on  the  upper  floor,  which  was  true. 

"  WeU,"  said  I,  "  you  seem  to  be  weU  infonned.  If  you  think  it  best,  just 
try  taking  the  anns  by  force.  I  assiu'e  you  that  if  you  do  you  shaU  be  fired 
on  by  150  soldiers  as  you  come  out  of  the  annory." 

The  fact  was,  that  only  two  enlisted  men  of  ordnance  were  on  duty  at  the 
Columbian  armory,  so  feeble  was  the  military  force  at  the  time.  But  Barry's 
battery  had  just  arrived  at  the  Washington  arsenal,  and  on  my  application 
General  Scott  had  ordered  the  company  of  sapi^ers  and  miners  at  West  Point 
to  come  to  Washington  to  guard  the  armory ;  but  they  had  not  yet  arrived. 
The  precautions  taken  in  ordering  them  were  thus  clearly  proved  ad\dsable. 

The  time  had  e\adently  come  to  disarm  Captain  Schaeffer ;  and  when  he 
reached  his  office  after  leaving  mine,  he  found  there  an  order  directing  him  to 
deposit  in  the  Columbian  armory,  before  sunset  on  that  day,  the  two  howitz- 
ers with  theu'  carriages  which  he  had  in  his  possession,  as  well  as  the  sabers 
and  revolvers,  as  these  weapons  formed  no  part  of  the  proper  armament  of  a 
company  of  riflemen.  He  was  taken  by  sui'prise,  and  had  not  time  to  call 
together  men  enough  to  resist ;  so  that  nothing  was  left  to  him  but  to  comply 
with  the  order.  He  obeyed  it,  weU  knowing  that  if  he  did  not  I  was  prepared 
to  take  the  gims  from  his  armory  by  means  of  other  troops. 

Having  obeyed,  he  presented  himself  again  in  my  office,  and  before  he  had 
time  to  speak  I  informed  hun  that  I  had  a  commission  of  major  for  his  name. 
He  was  much  pleased,  and  said :  "  Yes,  I  heard  that  I  had  been  appointed." 
I  then  handed  him  a  shp  of  paper  on  which  I  had  wi-itten  out  the  form  of 
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oath  whicli  the  old  law  requii-ed  to  be  taken  by  officers,  that  law  never  having 
been  repealed,  and  said  to  him  : 

"  Here  is  the  fonn  of  oatli  you  are  to  take.    Ton  wiU  find  a  justice  of  the 

peace  on  the  next 
floor.  Please  qualify, 
sign  the  form  in  du- 
phcate,  and  bring 
both  to  me.  One  wiU 
be  filed  with  your  let- 
ter of  acceptance,  the 
other  will  be  tiled  in 
the  clerk's  office  of  the 
Cii'cuit  Court  of  the 
District." 

He  took  the  paper 
with  a  sober  look,  and 
stood  near  my  table 
several  minutes  look- 
ing at  the  fonn  of 
oath  and  tuniiug  the 
paper  over,  while  I, 
apparently  veiy  busy 
with  my  papei-s,  was 
obser%Tng  bim  closely. 
I  then  said : 

"Ah,  Sehaeffer,have 
you  akeady  taken  the 
oath  ?" 
•'  No,"  said  he. 
"  WeU,  please  be 
(juick  about  it,  as  I 
have  no  time  to 
spare."' 

He  hesitated,  and 
said  slowly : 

"  In  ordinary  times 
1  would  not  mind  tak- 
ing  it,   but  in    these 

times " 

''Ah  I "  said  I,  *'  you 
decline  to  accejit  yoiir 
commission  of  major. 
Very  well!"  and  I  returned  his  commission  to  the  drawer  and  locked  it  in. 
"  Oh,  no,"  said  Schaetfer,  "  I  want  the  commission." 

"  But,  sir,  you  cannot  have  it.     Do  you  suppose  that,  in  these  times,  which 
are  not,  as  you  say, '  ordinary  times,'  I  wottld  think  of  delivering  a  commission 
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of  field-officer  to  a  man  who  hesitates  about  taking  the  oath  of  office  ?  Do 
you  think  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  is  stupid  enough  to  allow 
a  man  to  march  armed  men  about  the  Federal  District  under  its  authority, 
when  that  man  hesitates  to  take  the  simple  oath  of  office  f  No,  sir,  you  can- 
not have  this  commission ;  and  more  than  that,  I  now  inform  you  that  you 
hold  no  office  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia volunteers." 

"  Yes,  I  do ;  I  am  captain,  and  have 
my  commission  as  such,  signed  by  the 
President  and  delivered  to  me  by  the 
maj  or-general." 

"  I  am  aware  that  such  a  paper  was 
delivered  to  you,  but  you  failed  legally 
to  accept  it." 

"  I  wi'ote  a  letter  of  acceptance  to 
the  adjutant-general,  and  forwarded 
it  through  the  major-general." 

"  Yes,  I  am  aware  that  you  did  ;  but 
I  know  also  that  you  faUed  to  inclose 
in  that  letter,  according  to  law,  the 
form  of  oath  required  to  accompany 
all  letters  of  acceptance;  and  on  the 
register  of  the  War  Department,  while 
the  issuance  of  youi-  commission  is 
recorded,  the  acceptance  is  not  re- 
corded. You  have  never  legally  ac- 
cepted your  commission,  and  it  is  now 
too  late.  The  oath  of  a  man  who 
hesitates  to  take  it  will  not  now  be 
accepted." 

So  Captain  Schaeffer  left  the  "  Na- 
tional Eifles,"  and  with  him  left  the 
secession  members  of  the  company.  I  induced  quite  a  number  of  true  men  to 
join  its  ranks ;  a  new  election  was  ordered,  and  a  strong,  loyal  man  (Lieu- 
tenant Smead  of  the  2d  Artillery)  was  elected  its  captain.  Smead  was 
then  on  duty  in  the  office  of  the  Coast  Survey,  and  I  easily  procm-ed  from 
the  War  Department  permission  for  him  to  accept  the  position. 

If  my  information  was  correct,  the  plan  had  been  formed  for  seizing  the 
public  departments  at  the  proper  moment  and  obtaining  possession  of  the  seals 
of  the  Grovernment.  Schaeffer's  part,  with  the  battalion  he  was  to  form,  was 
to  take  possession  of  the  Treasiuy  Department  for  the  benefit  of  the  new  Pro- 
visional G-overnment.  Wliatever  may  have  been  the  project,  it  was  effectually 
foiled.  With  the  breaking  up  of  the  "  National  Volunteers  " ;  with  the  trans- 
formation of  the  secession  company  of  "  National  Rifles "  into  a  thoroughly 
faithful  and  admirably  drilled  company  ready  for  the  service  of  the  Govern- 
ment ;  with  the  arrival  from  West  Point  of  the  company  of  sapjjers  and 
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miners,  and,  later,  the  amval  of  the  Military  Academy  batteiy  mider  Griffin  ; 
and  with  the  formation  in  the  District  of  thirty  new  companies  of  infantry 
and  riflemen  from  among  the  citizens  of  Washington  and  Greorgetown,  the 
face  of  things  in  the  capital  had  much  changed  before  the  4th  of  March. 

I  must  now  go  back  a  little  in  time,  to  mention  one  fact  which  will  show  in 
how  weak  and  dangerous  a  condition  oui*  Government  was  in  the  latter  part  of 
January  and  the  early  part  of  February,  1861.  The  iu^dtations  which  I  had 
issued  for  the  raising  of  companies  of  volunteers  had,  as  ah-eady  stated,  been 
enthusiastically  responded  to,  and  companies  were  rapidly  organized.  The 
preparatory  drills  were  earned  on  eveiy  night,  and  I  soon  found  that  the  men 
were  sufficiently  advanced  to  receive  theu'  arms.  I  began  to  approve  the 
requisitions  for  arms ;  but,  to  my  great  astonishment,  the  captains  who  fii-st 
received  the  orders  came  back  to  me,  stating  that  the  Ordnance  Depai-tment 
had  refused  to  issue  any  anns !  On  referring  to  the  Ordnance  Office,  I  was 
informed  by  the  Chief  of  Ordnance  that  he  had  received,  the  day  before,  an 
order  not  to  issue  any  arms  to  the  District  of  Columbia  troops,  and  that  this 
order  had  come  from  the  President ! 

I  went  immediately  to  the  Secretary  of  War  (Mr.  Holt)  and  infoiTned  him 
of  the  state  of  affau-s,  telling  him  at  the  same  time  that  I  did  not  feel  disposed 
to  be  employed  in  child's  play,  organizing  ti'oops  which  could  not  be  anned, 
and  that  unless  the  order  in  question  should  be  immediately  revoked  there 
was  no  use  for  me  in  my  place,  and  that  I  must  at  once  resign.  Mr.  Holt  told 
me  that  I  was  perfectly  right ;  that  imless  the  order  should  be  revoked  there 
was  no  use  in  my  holding  my  place,  and  he  added,  with  a  smile,  "  and  I  will 
also  say.  Colonel,  there  will  be  no  use  in  my  holding  my  place  any  longer.  Go 
to  the  President,  Colonel,  and  talk  to  him  as  you  have  talked  to  me." 

I  went  to  the  Wliite  House,  and  was  received  by  Mr.  Buchanan.  I  found 
him  sitting  at  his  writing-table,  in  his  ckessing-gown,  wearied  and  womed. 

I  opened  at  once  the  subject  of  arms,  and  stated  the  necessity  of  irumediate 
issue,  as  the  refusal  of  arms  would  not  only  stop  the  instruction  of  the  volun- 
teers, which  they  needed  sadly,  but  would  make  them  lose  all  confidence  in 
the  Government  and  break  up  the  organizations.  I  closed  by  saying  that, 
while  I  begged  his  pardon  for  saying  it,  in  case  he  declined  to  revoke  his 
order  I  must  ask  him  to  accept  my  resignation  at  once. 

Mr.  Buchanan  was  evidently  in  disti'ess  of  mind,  and  said : 

"  Colonel,  I  gave  that  order  acting  on  the  adA'ice  of  the  District  Attorney, 
Mr.  Robert  Oidd." 

"  Then,  Mr.  President,"  I  replied,  "  the  Distric^t  Attorney  has  advised  your 
Excellency  very  badly." 

"  But,  Colonel,  the  District  Attorney  is  an  old  resident  of  Washington,  and 
he  knows  aU  the  little  jealousies  which  exist  here.  Ho  tells  me  that  you  have 
organized  a  company  from  the  Northern  Liberty  Fire  Company." 

"Not  only  one,  but  two  excelleut  conqnuiies  in  tlio  Nin-thern  Liberty,  yom- 
Excellency." 

"And  then,  the  District  Attorney  teUs  me  you  have  organized  another  com- 
pany fi'om  among  the  members  of  the  Lafayette  Hose  Company." 


.^/^''^U^kyCtir'^ 
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"  Yes,  your  Excellency,  another  excellent  company." 

"And  the  Distiict  Attorney  tells  me,  Colonel,  that  there  is  a  strong  feeling 
of  enmity  between  those  fu-e  companies,  ancl,  if  ai-ms  are  put  in  theu'  hands, 
there  will  l^e  danger  of  bloodshed  in  the  eitj'." 

"  Will  yom-  Excellency  excuse  me  if  I  say  that  the  District  Attorney  talks 
nonsense,  or  worse,  to  you  ?  If  the  Xorthem  Liberties  and  the  Lafayette  Hose 
men  wish  to  fight,  can  they  not  procm-e  himdi-eds  of  anns  in  the  shops  along 
the  avenue  ?  Be  assured,  Mr.  President,  that  the  people  of  this  District  are 
thinking  now  of  other  things  than  old  ward  feuds.  They  are  thinking 
whether  or  not  the  Government  of  the  L^nited  States  is  to  allow  itself  to 
crumble  out  of  existence  by  its  own  weakness.  And  I  believe  that  the 
District  Attorney  knows  that  as  well  as  I  do.  If  the  companies  of  volimteei-s 
are  not  armed,  they  will  disband,  and  the  Govei-nment  will  have  nothing  to 
protect  it  in  case  of  even  a  Httle  distiu'bance.  Is  it  not  better  for  the  pubhc 
peace,  yom-  Excellency,  even  if  the  bloody  feud  exists  (which  I  believe  is  for- 
gotten in  a  gi-eater  question), —  is  it  not  better  to  have  these  men  organized 
and  under  the  discipline  of  the  Government  ? " 

The  President  hesitated  a  moment,  and  then  said : 

"I  don't  know  that  you  are  not  right,  Colonel;  lint  you  must  take  the 
responsibility  on  you  that  no  bloodshed  results  from  arming  these  men.*" 

I  wOingly  accepted  this  responsibility.  The  prohibitory  order  was  revoked. 
My  companies  received  their  anus,  and  made  good  use  of  them,  learning  the 
manual  of  arms  in  a  sui'prisiugly  short  time.  Later,  they  made  good  use  of 
them  in  sustaining  the  Government  which  had  furnisheil  them  against 
the  faction  which  soon  became  its  public  enemy,  including  Mr.  Eobert 
Ould,  who,  following  his  con\"ictions  (no  doulit  as  honestly  as  I  was 
following  mine),  gave  his  earnest  sei'\dces  to  his  State  against  the  Federal 
Government. 

I  think  that  the  country  has  never  properly  appreciated  the  services  of 
those  District  of  Colnuibia  volunteers.  It  certainly  has  not  appreciated  the 
difficulties  sm-moimted  in  theu*  organization.  Those  volunteers  were  citizens  of 
the  Federal  District,  and  therefore  had  not  at  the  time,  nor  have  they  ever  had 
since,  the  powerfid  stimulant  of  State  feeling,  n(ir  the  powerful  support  of  a 
State  government,  a  State's  pri<le,  a  State  press  to  set  forth  and  make  much 
of  their  ser\'ices.  They  did  their  duty  quietly,  and  they  did  it  weU  and  faith- 
fully. Although  not  mustered  into  the  ser^'ice  and  placed  on  pay  until  after  the 
fatal  day  when  the  tiag  was  fu'ed  upon  at  Sumter,  yet  they  rendered  great  ser- 
vice before  that  time  in  giving  confidence  to  the  L^nion  men,  to  membei"s  of 
the  national  legislatiu'e,  and  also  to  the  President  in  the  knowledge  that  there 
was  at  least  a  small  force  at  its  tlisposition  ready  to  respond  at  any  moment  to 
his  call.  It  should  also  be  remembered  of  thorn,  that  the  first  troops  mustered 
into  the  ser\'ice  were  sixteen  companies  of  these  volunteers  ;  and  that,  during 
the  dark  days  when  Washington  was  cut  off  from  communication  with  the 
North,  when  railway  bridges  were  Inxrned  and  tracks  torn  up.  when  the  Poto- 
ma(^  was  blockaded,  these  troops  were  the  only  reliance  of  th(>  Government 
for  guarding  the  public  departments,  for  preserving  order  and  for  hokltag 
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the  bridges  and  other  outposts ;  that  these  were  the  troops  which  recovered 
possession  of  the  railway  from  Washington  to  AnnapoUs  Junction  and  made 
practicable  the  reopening  of  communications.  They  also  formed  the  advance 
guard  of  the  force  which  first  crossed  the  Potomac  into  Virginia  and  captiu-ed 
the  city  of  Alexandria. 

Moreover,  these  were  the  troops  which  insured  the  regular  inauguration  on 
the  steps  of  the  Capitol  of  the  constitutionally  elected  President.     I  fii-mly 

beheve  that  without  them  Mr.  Lincoln 
would  never  have  been  inaugTirated.  I 
believe  that  tumults  woidd  have  been  cre- 
ated, dm-ing  which  he  would  have  been 
killed,  and  that  we  should  have  found  our- 
selves engaged  in  a  struggle,  without  prep- 
aration, and  without  a  recognized  head 
at  the  capital.  In  this  I  may  be  mistaken, 
of  course,  as  any  other  man  may  be  mis- 
taken ;  but  it  was  then  my  opinion,  when 
I  had  many  soru'ces  of  information  at  my 
command,  and  it  remains  my  opinion  now, 
when,  after  the  lapse  of  many  years  and 
a  somewhat  large  experience,  I  look  back 
in  cool  blood  upon  those  days  of  political 
madness. 

One  day,  after  the  official  declaration  of 
the  election  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  my  duties 
called  me  to  the  House  of  Eepresenta- 
tives ;  and  while  standing  in  the  lobby  waiting  for  the  member  with  whom 
I  had  business,  I  conversed  with  a  distinguished  officer  from  New  York.  We 
were  leaning  against  the  sill  of  a  window  which  overlooked  the  steps  of  the 
Capitol,  where  the  President-elect  usually  stands  to  take  the  oath  of  office. 
The  gentleman  grew  excited  as  we  discussed  the  election  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  and 
pointing  to  the  portico  he  exclaimed : 

"  He  wiU  never  be  inaugurated  on  those  steps ! " 

"Mr.  Lincoln,"  I  repUed,  "has  been  constitutionally  elected  President  of  the 
United  States.  You  may  be  sui'e  that,  if  he  lives  until  the  fourth  day  of 
March,  he  wiU  be  inaugurated  on  those  steps." 

As  I  spoke,  I  noticed  for  the  first  time  how  perfectly  the  wings  of  the  Capi- 
tol flanked  the  steps  in  question ;  and  on  the  morning  of  the  4th  of  March  I 
saw  to  it  that  each  window  of  the  two  wings  was  occupied  by  two  riflemen. 

I  received  daily  numerous  communications  from  various  parts  of  the  coun- 
try, informing  me  of  plots  to  prevent  the  arrival  of  the  President-elect  at  the 
capital.  These  warnings  came  from  St.  Louis,  from  Chicago,  from  Cincin- 
nati, from  Pittsbiu'gh,  from  New  York,  from  Philadelphia,  and  especially  from 
Baltimore.  Every  morning  I  reported  to  General  Scott  on  the  occurrences  of 
the  night  and  the  information  received  by  the  morning's  mail;  and  every 
evening  I  rendered  an  account  of  the  day's  work  and  received  instructions  for 
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the  uight.  General  Scott  also  received  numerous  warnings  of  danger  to  the 
President-elect,  which  he  would  give  me  to  study  and  compare.  Many  of  the 
communications  were  anonymous  and  vague.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  many 
were  from  calm  and  wise  men,  one  of  whom  became,  shortly  afterward,  a  cabi- 
net minLster; 
one  was  a 
railway  presi- 
dent, another 
a  distingmsh- 
ed  ex-gover- 
nor of  a  State, 
etc.  In  every 
case  where 
the  indica- 
tions were 
distinct,  they 
werefoUowed 
up  to  learn  if 
real  danger 
existed. 

So  many 
clear  indica- 
tions pointed 
to  Baltimore, 

that  three  good  detectives  of  the  New  York  pohce  force  were  constantly  em- 
ployed there.  These  men  reported  frequently  to  me,  and  then*  statements 
were  constantly  compared  with  the  information  received  from  independent 
sources. 

Doubtless,  Mr.  Lincoln,  at  his  home  in  Springfield,  111.,  received  many  and 
contradictory  reports  from  the  capital,  for  he  took  bis  own  way  of  ol)tainiug 
information.  One  night,  between  11  o'clock  and  midnight,  while  I  was  busy 
in  my  study  over  the  papers  of  the  day  and  evening,  a  card  was  brought  to 
me,  beaiing  the  name  "  Mr.  Leonard  Swett,"  and  upon  it  was  wi-itten  in  the 
well-known  hand  of  General  Scott,  "  Colonel  Stone,  Inspector-General,  may 
converse  freely  with  Mr.  Swett."  Soon  a  tall  gentleman  of  marked  featm'es 
entered  my  room.  At  first  I  thought  it  was  ]Mr.  Lincobi  himself,  so  nuich,  at 
first  glance,  did  Mr.  Swett's  face  resemble  the  portraits  I  had  seen  of  Mr.  Lin- 
coln, and  so  nearly  did  his  heiglit  correspond  \\\i\\  that  attrilnited  to  the 
President-elect.  But  I  quickly  found  that  the  gentleman's  card  liore  his  true 
name,  and  that  Mr.  Swett  had  come  directly  from  Mv.  Lincoln.  ha\-iug  his  fuU 
confidence,  to  see  for  him  the  state  of  affairs  in  Washington,  and  report  to 
him  in  person. 

Mr.  Swett  remained  several  days  in  the  capital,  had  frequent  and  long  con- 
versations with  General  Scott  and  myself  (and  I  suppose  also  with  many 
others),  and  ^vith  me  ^'isited  the  armories  of  some  of  the  volunteer  com]ianies. 
As  he  drove  with  me  to  the  railway  station  on  his  departiue,  Mr.  Swett  said : 
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"  Mr.  Lincoln,  and  in  fact  almost  everybody,  is  ignorant  of  the  vast  amount 
of  careful  work  whicli  lias  been  done  here  this  winter,  by  General  Scott  and 
yourself,  to  insure  the  existence  of  the  Grovernment  and  to  render  certain  and 
safe  the  inaugui'ation  of  Mr.  Lincoln.     He  wiU  be  veiy  grateful  to  both." 

I  rephed,  with  more  sincerity  than  tact : 

"  Mr.  Lincoln  has  no  cause  to  be  gi'ateful  to  me.  I  was  opposed  to  his  elec- 
tion, and  believed  in  advance  that  it  would  bring  on  what  is  evidently  coming, 
a  fearful  war.  The  work  which  I  have  done  has  not  been  done  for  him,  and 
he  need  feel  luider  no  obligations  to  me.  I  have  done  my  best  toward  saving 
the  Government  of  the  country  and  to  insure  the  regular  inaugtu'ation  of  the 
constitutionally  elected  President  on  the  4th  of  next  mouth." 

As  President  Lincoln  approached  the  capital,  it  became  certain  that  desper- 
ate attempts  would  be  made  to  prevent  his  arriving  there.  To  be  thoroughly 
informed  as  to  what  might  be  expected  in  Baltimore,  I  directed  a  detective  to 
be  constantly  near  the  chief  of  pohce  and  to  keep  up  relations  with  him ; 
while  two  others  were  instructed  to  watch,  without  the  knowledge  and 
independent  of  the  chief  of  police.  The  officer  who  was  near  the  chief  of 
poUce  reported  regularly,  until  near  the  last,  that  there  was  no  danger  in  Bal- 
timore ;  but  the  others  discovered  a  band  of  desperate  men  plotting  for  the 
destruction  of  Mr.  Lincoln  dui'ing  his  passage  thi-ough  the  city,  and  by  affilia- 
ting with  them,  these  detectives  obtained  the  details  of  the  plot. 

Mr.  Lincoln  passed  through  Baltimore  in  advance  of  the  time  announced 
for  the  journey  (in  accordance  with  advice  given  by  me  to  Mr.  Seward  and 
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wMcli  was  carried  by  Mr.  Frederick  W.  Seward  to  Mr.  Lincoln),  and  arrived 
safe  at  Washington  on  the  morning  of  the  day  he  was  to  have  passed  thi'ough 
Baltimore.  But  the  plotting  to  prevent  his  inaugiu-ation  continued ;  and  there 
was  only  too  good  reason  to  fear  that  an  attempt  would  he  made  against  his 
life  during  the  passage  of  the  inaugural  procession  from  WUlard's  hotel,  where 
Mr.  Lincoln  lodged,  to  the  Capitol. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  3d  of  March,  General  Scott  held  a  conference  at 
his  headquarters,  there  being  present  his  staff,  Greneral  Sumner,  and  myself, 
and  then  was  arranged  the  programme  of  the  j^rocession.  President 
Buclianan  was  to  drive  to  WUlard's  hotel,  and  call  upon  the  President-elect. 
The  two  were  to  ride  in  the  same  carriage,  between  double  files  of  a  squatii-ou 
of  the  District  of  Columbia  cavah'j\  The  company  of  sappei*s  and  miuere 
wei'e  to  march  in  front  of  the  presidential  carriage,  and  the  infantry  and  rifle- 
men of  the  District  of  Cohmibia  were  to  follow  it.  Eitlemen  in  squads  were 
t(^  be  ])laced  on  the  roofs  of  certain  connuanding  liouses  which  1  bail  selected, 
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along  Pennsylvania  Avenue,  with  orders  to  watch  the  windows  on  the  oppo- 
site side  and  to  fii-e  upon  them  in  case  any  attempt  should  be  made  to  fire  from 
tliose  windows  on  the  presidential  carriage.  The  small  force  of  regular  cav- 
alry which  had  arrived  was  to  guard  the  side-street  crossings  of  Pennsylvania 
Avenue,  and  to  move  from  one  to  another  dui'ing  the  passage  of  the  proces- 
sion. A  battalion  of  District  of  Columbia  troops  were  to  be  placed  near  the 
steps  of  the  Capitol,  and  riflemen  in  the  windows  of  the  wings  of  the  Capitol. 
On  the  arrival  of  the  presidential  party  at  the  Capitol,  tlie  troops  were  to  be 
stationed  so  as  to  retiu'n  in  tlie  same  order  after  the  ceremony. 

To  illustrate  the  state  of  uncertainty  in  which  we  were  at  that  time  con- 
cerning men,  I  may  here  state  that  tbe  lieutenant-colonel,  military  secretary 
of  the  General-in-Chief,  who  that  afternoon  recorded  the  conclusions  of  the 
General  in  conference,  and  who  afterward  wrote  out  for  me  the  instructions 
regarding  the  disposition  of  troops,  resigned  his  commission  that  very  night, 
and  departed  for  the  South,  whei'e  he  joined  the  Confederate  army. 

During  tlie  night  of  the  3d  of  March,  notice  was  brought  me  that  an 
attempt  would  be  made  to  blow  up  the  platfoi'm  on  which  the  President 
would  stand  to  take  the  oath  of  office.  I  immediately  placed  men  under 
the  steps,  and  at  daybreak  a  trusted  battalion  of  District  troops  (if  I  remem- 
ber rightly,  it  was  the  National  Guard,  under  Colonel  Tait)  formed  in  a  semi- 
circle at  the  foot  of  the  great  stairway,  and  prevented  all  entrance  from 
without.  "When  the  crowd  began  to  assemble  in  front  of  the  portico,  a  large 
number  of  policemen  in  plain  clothes  were  scattered  through  the  mass  to 
observe  closely,  to  j)lace  themselves  near  any  person  who  might  act  susj^i- 
ciously,  and  to  strike  down  any  hand  which  might  raise  a  weapon. 

At  the  appointed  hour,  Mr.  Buchanan  was  escorted  to  Willard's  hotel, 
which  he  entered.  There  I  found  a  number  of  mounted  "  marshals  of  the 
day,"  and  posted  them  around  the  carriage,  within  the  cavaby  guard.  The 
two  Presidents  were  saluted  by  the  troops  as  they  came  out  of  the  hotel  and 
took  their  places  in  the  carriage.  The  procession  started.  During  the  march 
to  the  Capitol  I  rode  near  the  carriage,  and  by  an  apparently  clumsy  use  of 
my  spiu's  managed  to  keep  the  horses  of  the  cavahy  in  an  uneasy  state,  so 
that  it  would  have  been  veiy  difficult  for  even  a  good  marksman  to  get  an  aim 
at  one  of  the  inmates  of  the  carriage  between  the  prancing  horses. 

After  the  inaugm'al  ceremony,  the  President  and  the  ex-President  were 
escorted  in  the  same  order  to  the  Wliite  House.  Arrived  there,  Mr.  Buchanan 
walked  to  the  door  with  Mr.  Lincoln,  and  there  bade  him  welcome  to  the 
House  and  good-morning.  The  infantry  escort  formed  in  line  from  the  gate 
of  the  White  House  to  the  house  of  Mr.  Ordd,  whither  Mr.  Buchanan  drove, 
and  the  cavahy  escorted  his  carriage.  The  infantry  line  presented  anns  to 
the  ex-President  as  he  passed,  and  the  cavahy  escort  saluted  as  he  left  the 
carriage  and  entered  the  house.  Mr.  Buchanan  tm-ned  on  the  steps,  and  grace- 
fully acknowledged  the  salute.  The  District  of  Columbia  volunteers  had  given 
to  President  Lincoln  his  fii'st  military  salute  and  to  Mr.  Buchanan  his  last. 
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WTERINGr  Pensacola  Harbor  from  the  Grulf  of  Mexico,  one  sees 
as  he  crosses  the  bar,  unmediately  to  his  left.  Fort  McEee  on 
the  mainland,  or  west  shore  of  the  bay,  and  to  his  right  Fort 
Pickens  on  the  western  extremity  of  Santa  Rosa  Island,  which 
is  about  forty  miles  in  length,  nearly  jiaraUel  to  the  shore 
of  the  mainland,  and  separated  from  it  liy  Pensacola  Bay. 
On  the  mainland,  directly  opposite  Fort  Pickens,  about  a 
mUe  and  a  half  from  it  and  two  mUes  north-east  of  Fort 
McRee,  stands  Fort  Bari-aneas,  and,  now  forming  a  pail:  of  it, 
the  little  old  Spanish  fort,  San  Carlos  de  Barrancas.  About 
a  mile  and  a  half  east  of  this  is  the  A-illage  of  Wariington, 
adjoining  the  Na^-y  Yard,  and  seven  miles  farther  up  the 
bay  is  the  town  of  Pensacola.  Near  Fort  Ban-aucas,  and 
between  it  and  the  NaAy  Yard,  is  the  post  of  Barrancas 
Barracks,  and  there,  in  January,  1861,  was  stationed  Company  G,  1st 
United  States  Artillery,  the  sole  force  of  the  United  States  army  in  the  har- 
bor to  guard  and  hold,  as  best  it  might,  the  jiroperty  of  the  United  States. 
The  captain  of  this  company,  John  IT.  Winder  (afterward  brigadier-general 
ui  the  Confederate  army,  and  mdely  kuoAvii  in  connection  with  the  military 
prisons  in  the  South),  and  the  senior  fii-st  lieutenant,  A.  R.  Eddy,  were  absent 

4  Lieut.  Slemmer's  report  says  of  Lieut.  Gilraan :  "  During  the  whole  affair  we  have  stood  side  by  side, 
and  if  any  credit  is  due  for  the  course  pursued,  he  is  entitled  [to  it]  equally  with  myself." — Editors. 
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on  leave,  and  the  only  officers  with  it  were  First  Lieutenant  Adam  J.  Slemmer 
and  the  writer  of  this  sketch, —  then  the  second  lieutenant  of  the  comijany, 
who,  by  -virtue  of  that  high  rank,  was  also  the  post  treasurer,  post  quarter- 
master, post  commissary,  and  post  adjutant. 

With  the  new  year,  1861,  came  to  us  at  that  quiet  little  post  the  startling 
news  of  the  seizui'e  of  United  States  property  at  various  points  by  State  troops, 
and  by  January  7th  rumors,  to  us  still  more  startUng,  reached  oui'  ears,  to  the 
effect  that  the  Navy  Yard  and  forts  in  Pensacola  Harbor  were  to  be  seized  by 
troops  already  preparing,  in  Florida  and  Alabama,  to  march  against  us.  As 
yet  no  orders  had  come  to  Lieutenant  Slemmer  for  his  guidance  in  this  emer- 
gency, and,  as  may  be  imagined,  we  had  frequent  conversations  as  to  what 
should  or  could  properly  be  done.  As  it  would  be  useless  to  attempt  to  hold 
Barrancas,  the  occupation  of  Fort  Pickens  was  suggested  and  considered ;  but 
Lieutenant  Slemmer,  thinking  that  he  would  not  be  justified  in  changing  his 
station  without  authority,  decided  to  remain  where  he  was. 

On  January  8th  the  first  step  indicating  to  outsiders  an  intention  on  our 
part  to  resist  was  taken,  by  the  removal  of  the  powder  from  the  Spanish 
fort  to  Fort  Barrancas,  where  on  the  same  night  a  guard  was  placed  with 
loaded  muskets.  It  was  none  too  soon,  for  about  midnight  a  party  of  twenty 
men  came  to  the  fort,  evidently  with  the  intention  of  taking  possession, 
expecting  to  find  it  unoccupied  as  usiial.  Being  challenged  and  not  answer- 
ing nor  halting  when  ordered,  the  party  was  fired  upon  by  the  guard  and  ran 
in  the  direction  of  Warring-ton,  their  footsteps  resounding  on  the  plank  walk 
as  the  long  roll  ceased  and  our  company  started  for  the  fort  at  double-quick. 
This,  I  believe,  was  the  fii'st  gun  in  the  war  fired  on  our  side. 

Next  day,  January  9th,  an  order  came  from  General  Scott  to  Lieutenant 
Slemmer  to  do  all  in  his  power  to  prevent  the  seizure  of  the  public  property 
and  to  cooperate  with  Commodore  James  Ai-mstrong  at  the  yard.  The  latter 
received  orders  on  the  same  day  to  cooperate  with  the  army ;  but  he  was  ah-eady 
so  gi'eatly  under  the  influence  of  Captain  Ebenezer  Farrand  and  other  seces- 
sionist officers  of  his  command  that  he  dared  not  take  any  very  active  part  in 
aiding  us,  not  even  so  far  as  to  let  us  have  the  marines,  as  he  had  promised. 
The  excitement  at  the  yard  and  in  the  village  of  Warrington  was  intense  and 
was  increasing  daily,  and  the  commodore  was  nearly  distracted.  He  was 
desirous  of  doing  his  duty,  and  apparently  saw  it  clearly  while  we  were  with 
him ;  but  as  soon  as  we  left,  became  demoralized,  and  was  thwarted  in  his 
plans  by  his  own  officers  and  others  about  him,  who  advised  and  warned  him 
not  to  inaugurate  civil  war  and  bloodshed  by  aiding  us  in  what  they  called 
the  mad  scheme  of  resisting  the  State  authorities. 

Fearing  that,  as  soon  as  the  determination  to  occupy  Pickens  became 
known,  attempts  would  be  made  to  prevent  it.  Lieutenant  Slemmer  decided 
to  move  at  once,  and  the  commodore  promised  to  have  the  Wyandotte  at 
Barrancas  to  take  us  across  at  1  p.  m.  that  day.  She  did  not  come,  however, 
and  we  had  to  visit  the  commodore  twice  more  that  day  to  counteract  the 
influence  of  those  about  him.  The  steamer  was  again  promised  at  5  p.  m., 
but  did  not  arrive  until  next  morning.    In  a  large  flat-boat  or  scow,  and 
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several  small  boats  loaded  with  o\xr  men,  provisions,  brass  field-pieces,  ammu- 
nition, tools,  and  whatever  jjublic  property  was  most  needed  and  could 
be  carried,  including,  I  remember,  an  old  mule  and  cart  (which  afterward 
proved  of  great  service  to  us),  we  were  towed  over  to  Pickens  and  landed  there 
about  10  A.  M.  January  10th,  1861,  the  day  that  Florida  seceded  from  the  Union. 
Lieutenant  Slemmer's  family  and  mine  were  sent  on  board  the  storeship 
Supply,  on  which,  a  few  days  later,  they  sailed  for  New  Tork.     All  oui*  men 
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were  compelled  to  leave  behind  more  or  less  personal  property,  those  who 
were  married  leaving  their  houses  and  families  as  they  were.  Under  such  cii- 
cumstanees,  when  so  many  inducements  were  held  out  for  men  to  desert,  and 
when  so  many  men  in  higher  places  failed,  it  speaks  weU  for  their  character, 
loyalty,  and  discipline  that  none  of  oui'  men  deserted.  No  company  of  men 
could  work  better  or  with  more  enthusiasm,  and  they  were  not  at  aU  disposed 
to  give  information  to  those  outside.  The  day  before  we  left,  a  civilian,  ^-isit- 
ing  the  post  to  see  what  news  he  could  gather,  asked  one  of  them :  "  What  is 
all  this  stir  about  ?  You  men  are  not  going  to  fight,  are  you  ? "  "  Faith,  you 
needn't  ask  me ;  I'm  not  the  man  that  gives  orders  here ! "  "  What  are  they 
moving  these  gun-carriages  out  for?"  "Well,  sir,  I  hear  they  are  to  be 
painted  to-morrow."  "  How  many  men  are  there  here  now  ? "  "  Sure.  I'm 
not  the  baker,  and  don't  know  how  many  he  bakes  for." 

Next  to  the  commodoi'e,  the  most  thoroughly  excited  and  demoralized  man 
I  saw  was  our  old  Spanish  friend,  Francisco  Gomez,  who  was  well  known  in 
aU  that  region,  and  had  long  lived  in  a  little  cottage  just  in  front  of  the  bai-- 
racks.  He  was  the  friend  of  all  army  officers,  but  his  hero  was  General  Jack- 
son, and  his  great  delight  was  to  spin  yarns  to  us  about  Jackson's  capture  of 
Pensaeola  from  the   British.     Gomez  was  a  true  ''  original  Jackson  man," 
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having  as  a  youth  seen  him  at  Pensacola.  The  morning  we  left,  I  met  him 
walking  to  and  fro  in  front  of  his  cottage,  and  said:  "Good-bye,  Mr.  Gromez; 
yon  must  take  care  of  things  here  now ! "  He  replied,  with  upturned  eyes, 
"  My  God  !  My  God !  it  is  awful;  nothing  can  be  saved;  we  shall  all  be  killed 
—  everything  destroyed.  I  am  afraid  to  say  anything.  How  I  wish  General 
Jackson  was  here."  And  the  old  man  straightened  himself  up  as  if  the  mere 
mention  of  the  name  gave  him  strength  and  courage. 

On  the  12th  we  saw  the  flag  at  the  Navy  Yard  lowered,  and  then  knew  that 
it  had  been  quietly  and  tamely  surrendered.  Seeing  our  flag  thus  lowered  to 
an  enemy  caused  intense  excitement  and  emotion,  a  mingled  feeling  of  shame, 
anger,  and  defiance.  Not  yet  having  a  flag-staff  up,  we  hung  our  flag  over 
the  north-west  bastion  of  the  fort,  that  all  might  see  "  that  our  flag  was  still 
there."  The  Supphj  (Captain  Henry  Walke)  immediately  hoisted  extra  flags, 
and  soon  after  was  towed  otit  of  the  harbor  by  the  Wyandotte  (Captain  O.  H. 
Berryman).  With  the  capture  of  the  Navy  Yard  everything  on  shore  fell  into 
the  enemy's  hands,  including  the  large  fine  dry  dock — the  workshops,  material, 
and  supplies  of  all  sorts.  Fortunately,  the  Supply  and  Wyandotte,  the  only 
United  States  vessels  in  the  harbor,  were  commanded  by  loyal  men,  and 
were  saved. 

We  now  felt  sure  that  an  attack  on  the  fort  would  not  long  be  delayed. 
The  enemy  was  in  possession  of  everything  on  the  mainland,  and  Fort 
Pickens  alone  was  left,  and  it  was  in  a  very  dilapidated  condition,  not  having 
been  occupied  since  the  Mexican  war.  We  numbered,  all  told,  including  the 
30  ordinary  seamen,  only  81  men.  Our  first  attention  was  given  to  the  flank 
casemate  guns,  loading  with  grape  and  canister  such  as  could  be  worked, 
and  at  other  points  closing  the  embrasures. 

Just  before  siuidown  that  evening,  four  gentlemen  landed,  and  demanded 
of  the  corporal  on  guard,  outside  the  gate,  admittance  to  the  fort  as  "  citizens 
of  Florida  and  Alabama."  Lieutenant  Slemmer  and  myself  went  to  the  gate 
and  found  Mr.  Abert,  civil  engineer  of  the  yard,  whom  we  knew  very  well, 
and  three  officers,  strangers  to  us,  whom  he  introduced  as  Captain  Randolph, 
Major  Marks,  and  Lieutenant  Eutledge.  Captain  Bandolph  said:  "We  have 
been  sent  by  the  governors  of  Florida  and  Alabama  to  demand  a  peaceable 
surrender  of  this  fort."  Lieutenant  Slemmer  replied:  "I  am  here  by  authority 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  I  do  not  recognize  the  authority 
of  any  governor  to  demand  the  surrender  of  United  States  property, —  a 
governor  is  nobody  here."  One  of  them  exclaimed  sharj^ly :  "  Do  you  say  the 
governor  of  Florida  is  nobody,  the  governor  of  Alabama  nobody  ?  "  Lieu- 
tenant Slemmer  replied :  "  I  know  neither  of  them,  and  I  mean  to  say  that 
they  are  nothing  to  me."    They  soon  left,  the  conference  being  very  short. 

The  next  night  (the  13th)  a  smafl  party  of  armed  men  was  discovered  near 
the  fort  by  our  patrol,  and  a  few  shots  were  fired.  We  had  little  fear  of  an 
attack  by  day,  but  had  every  reason  to  expect  a  night  attack,  an  attempt  to 
surprise  us  and  carry  the  place  by  storm.  All  the  men  had  to  work  by  day 
mounting  guns,  preparing  fire-balls,  hand-grenades,  etc.,  and  by  night  do 
picket  or  patrol   duty  or  stand  by  the  guns.     They  were  nearly  tired  out 
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with  hard  work  and  want  of  sleep,  not  ha^dng  had  a  night's  rest  since  the 
night  of  January  7th. 

On  the  15th  Colonel  W.  H.  Chase,  commanding  the  enemy's  forces  at  the 
yard  and  Barrancas,  came  over  in  a  small  boat  with  Captain  Fan-and  (late 
of  the  United  States  navy,  and  next  in  rank  at  the  yard  to  Commodore 
Ai'mstrong)  and  landed  at  the  Pickens  wharf,  where  Lieutenant  Slemmer 
and  myself  met  them,  and  the  following  conversation  took  place : 

Colonel  Chase :  "  I  have  come  on  business  which  may  occupy  some  time, 
and,  if  you  have  no  objection,  we  had  better  go  inside  to  yom*  quartei's." 

Lieutenant  Slemmer :  "  I  have  objections,  and  it  could  hardly  be  expected 
that  I  would  take  you  into  the  fort." 

Colonel  Chase :  "As  I  built  the  fort  and  know  all  its  weak  and  strong  points, 
I  would  learn  nothing  new  by  going  in,  and  had  no  such  object  in  proposing  it." 

Lieutenant  Slemmer :  "I  understand  that  perfectly,  but  it  would  be  improper 
forme  to  take  you  in;  and,  however  well  you  may  have  known  the  fort  before, 
you  do  not  know  what  it  now  contains,  nor  what  I  have  done  inside." 

Colonel  Chase :  "  That  is  true,  and  I  will  state  my  business  here.  It  is  a 
most  distressing  duty  to  me.  I  have  come  to  ask  of  you  yoimg  officers,  officei^s 
of  the  same  army  in  which  I  have  spent  the  best  and  happiest  years  of  my  life, 
the  surrender  of  this  fort.  I  would  not  ask  it  if  I  did  not  believe  it  right  and 
necessary  to  save  bloodshed ;  and  fearing  that  I  might  not  be  able  to  say  it 
as  I  ought,  and  in  order,  also,  that  you  may  have  it  in  proper  form,  I  have 
put  it  in  writing  and  will  read  it." 
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He  then  took  the  manuscript  from  his  pocket  and  began  to  read,  but,  after 
reading  a  few  lines,  his  voice  shook,  and  his  eyes  filled  with  tears.  He  stamped 
his  foot,  as  if  ashamed  of  exhibiting  such  weakness,  and  said,  "  I  can't  read  it. 
Here,  Farrand,  you  read  it."  Captain  Farrand  took  it,  and,  remarking  that  he 
hadn't  his  glasses  and  his  eyes  were  poor  (they  looked  watery),  passed  the 
paper  to  me,  saying,  "  Here,  Gilman,  you  have  good  eyes ;  please  read  it."  I 
took  the  paper  and  read  aloud  the  demand  for  the  surrender.  As  soon  as  I 
finished,  I  handed  the  paper  to  Lieuten- 
ant Slemmer,  when  he  and  I  went  a  few 
paces  away ;  and,  after  talking  the  mat- 
ter over,  it  was  decided,  in  order  to  gain 
time  and  give  our  men  a  night's  rest,  to 
ask  untU  next  day  to  consider  the  matter. 
We  returned  to  Colonel  Chase,  and  the 
following  conversation  took  place : 

Lieutenant  Slemmer :  "  Colonel,  how 
many  men  have  you  ?" 

Colonel  Chase :  "  To-night  I  shall  have 
800  or  900." 

Lieutenant  Slemmer :  "  Do  you  imagine 
you  could  take  this  fort  with  that  num- 
ber I " 

Colonel  Chase :  "  I  certainly  do.  I  could 
carry  it  by  storm.  I  know  every  inch  of 
this  fort  and  its  condition." 

Lieutenant     Slemmer:     "With    your 
knowledge  of  the  fort  and  of  your  troops,  what  proportion  of  them,  do  you 
imagine,  would  be  kUled  in  such  an  attack  I " 

Colonel  Chase  (shrugging  his  shoulders) :  "  If  you  have  made  the  best  pos- 
sible preparations,  as  I  suppose  you  have,  and  should  defend  it,  as  I  presume 
you  would,  I  might  lose  one-half  of  my  men." 

Lieutenant  Slemmer :  "At  least,  and  I  don't  believe  you  are  prepared  to 
sacrifice  that  many  men  for  such  a  pui'pose." 

Colonel  Chase :  "  You  must  know  very  well  that,  with  youi-  small  force, 
you  are  not  expected  to,  and  cannot,  hold  this  fort.  Florida  cannot  permit  it, 
and  the  troops  here  are  determined  to  have  it ;  and  if  not  surrendered  peace- 
ably, an  attack  and  the  inauguration  of  civil  war  cannot  be  prevented.  If  it 
is  a  question  of  numbers,  and  eight  hundi'ed  is  not  enough,  I  can  easily 
bring  thousands  more." 

Lieiitenant  Slemmer :  "I  will  give  this  letter  due  consideration,  and  as  I 
wish  to  consult  with  the  captains  of  the  Supply  and  Wyandotte  before  reply- 
ing, I  will  give  you  my  answer  to-morrow  morning." 

The  next  day  the  reply,  refusing  to  surrender,  was  sent.  Captain  Berry- 
man  of  the  Wyandotte  taking  it  to  the  yard.  Immediately  after,  the  Wyan- 
dotte steamed  out  of  the  harbor,  and,  the  same  day,  I  think,  the  Supply  sailed 
for  New  York. 
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On  the  18th  another,  and  the  last,  demand  for  siUTender  was  received  from 
Colonel  Chase,  and  next  day  Lieutenant  Slemmer  sent  the  folio vring  reply : 
"In  reply  to  your  communication  of  yesterday,  I  have  the  honor  to  state 
that,  as  yet,  I  know  of  no  reason  why  my  answer  of  the  16th  inst.  should 
be  changed,  and  I  therefore  veiy  respectfully  refer  you  to  that  rei>ly  for 
an  answer  to  this." 

With  his  small  command.  Lieutenant  Slemmer  continued  to  hold  Fort 
Pickens  until  he  was  reenforced  about  the  middle  of  Apidl.  He  remained 
there  until  about  the  middle  of  May,  when  oiu"  comxjany,  on  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  surgeon,  the  men  being  much  broken  down  by  the  severe  labor, 
incessant  watching,  exposure,  and  want  of  proper  food  of  the  i^ast  four  months, 
was  ordered  to  Fort  Hamilton,  New  York  Harbor,  to  recnait.  The  order  was 
a  humane  one,  and  came  none  too  soon,  as  scmny  had  akeady  appeared  among 
the  men.  On  the  way  North  one  of  them  died,  and  few  of  them  ever  entii'ely 
recovered  from  the  effects  of  the  severe  physical  and  mental  sti-ain  they  had 
endured  with  Slemmer  in  Pensacola  Harbor. 


During  the  remainder  of  the  war  Fort  Piekens 
continued  to  be  held  by  the  United  States  troops, 
assisted  by  various  vessels  of  the  bloekading  squad- 
ron. Lieutenant  Slemmer  was  reenforced  on  the 
6th  of  February  by  one  company  under  Captain 
Israel  Vogdes  in  the  Brookli/n,  and  on  the  17  th  of 
April  by  five  companies  in  the  Atlantic,  under  Col- 
onel Harvey  Brown,  who  had  been  appointed  to  the 
command  of  the  Department  of  Florida,  with  head- 
quarters at  Fort  Pickens,  and  continued  in  com- 
mand until  February  22d,  1862,  wheu  he  was 
succeeded  by  General  Lewis  G.  Arnold.  The  Con- 
federates continued  to  hold  the  opposite  shore  until 
the  9th  of  May,  1862,  when  it  was  evacuated  bj- 
them,  the  Union  forces  taking  possession  the  next 
day.  On  the  11th  of  March,  1861,  General  Brax- 
ton Bragg  assumed  command  of  the  Confederate 
forces.  He  was  succeeded  in  command  of  the  Array 
of  Pensacola  on  the  27tli  of  .January,  1862,  by 
General  Samuel  Jones,  who,  on  the  Sth  of  March, 
was  succeeded  in  command  of  the  post  by  Colonel 
Thomas  M.  Jones,  under  whom  the  evacuation  took 
place,  wh('r('ii)i(iu  the  position  was  occupied  by  the 
Unilc'l  Stiilis  troops,  and  the  headquarters  of  the 
West  (Julf  Sipiiiilroii,  which  had  been  at  Ship  Isl- 
and, were  transferred  to  Pensacola.  The  harbor 
was  considered  the  best  on  the  Gulf. 

The  chief  events  diu'ing  the  Confederate  occu- 
pation were  : 

September  2d,  1 S  6 1 .  Destruction  of  the  dry-dock 
at  Pensacola  by  order  of  Colonel  Harvey  Brown. 

September  14th.  Destruction  of  the  Confeder- 
ate war  schooner  Judali  by  a  uight  expedition. 

The  Judnh  was  moored  to  the  wharf  at  the  Navy- 
Yard  under  the  protection  of  a  battery  and  a  colum- 
biad,  and  was  armed  with  a  pivot  and  four  broad- 
side guns.  The  cxpodition,  which  was  matured  by 
Captain  Theodoras  Bailey  of  the  Colorndo,  con- 
sisted of  101)  men  in  4  boats,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Lieutenant  John  H.  Russell,  U.  S.  Navy. 
Lieutenant  Sprostou  and  Gunner  Borton,  from  one 
of  the  boats,  succeeded  In  spiking  the  columbiiul. 


Lieutenants  Russell  and  Blake  with  two  boats. 
after  receiving  a  volley  from  the  Judah,  boarded 
her,  and,  joined  later  by  their  comrades,  engaged 
in  a  hand-to-hand  conflict  withher  crew  of  To  men. 
who  made  a  brave  resistance,  but  were  driven  off 
to  the  wharf,  where  they  rallied,  and.  reenforced, 
kept  up  a  continuous  fire  upon  the  vessel,  which 
had  been  ignited  in  several  places  by  Lieutenant 
Russell's  men.  The  alarm  roll  was  sounded,  and 
rockets  were  sent  up  by  the  Confederates.  The 
enemy's  forces  being  aroused,  the  Colorado's  boats 
pulled  away,  rallying  at  a  short  distance  from  the 
shore  to  fire  six  charges  of  canister  from  their 
howitzers,  under  cover  of  which  they  returned  to 
the  fort.  The  Judali  burned  to  the  waters  edge, 
and,  having  been  set  free  from  her  moorings  by 
the  fire,  drifted  down  opposite  Fort  Barrancas, 
where  she  sank.  The  Union  loss  was  3  men  kUIed 
and  13  wounded.  Lieutenant  Russell's  gallantry 
was  the  subject  of  oflicial  mention. 

October  9th.  Night  attack  by  a  Confederate  force 
of  one  thousand  men,  under  General  R.  H.  Ander- 
son,upon  the  camp  of  Colonel  William  Wilson's  6th 
New  York  (Zouave')  regiment  on  Santa  Rosa  Island. 
The  Confederates  landed  on  the  island  at  2  a.  m., 
burned  a  part  of  the  camp  four  miles  from  Fort 
Pickens,  and  retired  to  their  boats  after  encounter- 
ing Union  reenforcements  from  the  fort.  The  losses 
in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  were :  Tnion,  67; 
Confederate.  87. 

November  22d  and  23d.  Bombardment  of  the 
Confederate  lines  by  the  United  States  vessels 
Xiajjara  (Flag-Officer  McKean)  and  Hichmond 
(Captain  Ellison),  and  by  Fort  Pickens  and  the 
neighboring  Union  batteries.  Although  Fort  Mc- 
Ree  was  so  badly  injured  that  General  Brags;  en- 
tertained the  idea  of  abandoning  it,  the  plan  of 
the  Union  commanders  to  "take  and  destroy"  it 
was  not  executed. 

■Tanuarv  1st,  18(i2.  Bombardment  of  Forts  Mo- 
Ree  and  Barrancas  by  Union  batteries. 

May  9th.  Burning  and  evacuation  of  Pensacola. 
Editors. 
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^ARLY  in  December,  1860,  a  rumor  reached  San' 
Antonio,  Texas,  that  Captain  John  R.  Baylor,  well 
known  throughout  the  State,  was  organizing  a 
company  of  one  thousand  men  for  a  buffalo-hunt. i^ 
As  Captain  Baylor's  secession  sentiments  were  well 
known,  this  was  believed  to  be  a  mere  pretense, 
and  his  real  design  to  be  to  surprise  and  seize  the 
arsenal  in  San  Antonio,  in  time  to  prevent  any 
resistance  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  should 
Texas  go  out  of  the  Union.  The  Union  citizens, 
alarmed  lest  the  few  soldiers  stationed  there  should 
prove  insufficient,  appealed  to  Greneral  David  E. 
Twiggs,  then  commanding  the  Department  of 
ATEXM  RANSER-FBOM  .N  AMBROTVPE.  TcxES,  to  iucrease  thc  force.  He  accordingly  fur- 
nished several  hundi'ed  men,  consisting  of  Knights  of  the  Golden  Circle  (a 
secret  secession  organization),  the  Alamo  Rifles,  two  other  citizen  com- 
panies, and  an  Irish  and  a  German  company.  This  quieted  apprehension 
for  a  time,  but  in  January  these  troops  were  quietly  withdrawn.  At  this 
time  General  Twiggs's  loyalty  to  the  United  States  Government  began  to  be 
questioned,  as  he  was  known  to  be  often  in  consultation  with  prominent 
secessionists,  some  of  them  ladies.  Toward  the  end  of  January  the  Union 
men  again  appealed  to  General  Twiggs,  but  nothing  was  accomplished, 
whereupon  they  armed  themselves,  waiting  with  undefined  di'ead  for  the  next 
move.  Meanwhile  no  one  trusted  his  neighbor,  since  spies  and  informers 
abounded,  and  to  add  to  the  terror,  there  were  fears  of  insurrection  among 
the  negroes,  some  of  whom  were  arrested ;  while  all  of  them  were  forbidden 
to  walk  or  talk  together  on  the  streets,  or  to  assemble  as  they  had  been 
accustomed  to  do. 

Late  in  January  was  held  the  election  for  delegates  to  a  State  convention 
which  should  consider  the  question  of  secession.  San  Antonio  was  crowded. 
Women  vied  with  each  other  in  distributing  the  little  yellow  ballots,  on  which 
were  printed  in  large  type,  "  For  Secession,"  or  "Against  Secession."  Many 
an  ignorant  Mexican  received  instructions  that  the  baUot  "  with  the  longest 
words  "  was  the  right  one.  The  carteros  from  New  Mexico,  who  were  in  town 
with  thek  wagon-trains,  were  bought  by  the  secessionists,  and  some  were 
known  to  have  voted  three  times.  It  was  well  known  that  the  Federal  civil 
officers  were  loyal ;  the  French  and  German  citizens  were  emphatically  so ;  and 


■vV  August  2d,  1861,  John  E.  Baylor,  then  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel, commanding  the  Confederate  army 
in  New  Mexico,  organized  that  part  of  the  Terri- 
tory lying  south  of  the  thirty-fourth  parallel,  as 
the  Confederate  Territory  of  Arizona,  the  seat  of 


government  being  at  Mesilla,  and  the  authority 
of  governor  being  assumed  by  him.  This  action 
was  approved  by  General  Henry  H.  Sibley,  then 
in  command  of  the  Confederate  department. — 
Editors. 
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yet  against  the  will  of  the  people,  "  by  superior  political  diplomacy,"  secession 
triumphed  in  San  Antonio  by  a  small  majority.  Many  G-ennans  gave  up  their 
business  and  left  the  town,  taking  refuge  in  New  BraunfeLs,  31  nules  away. 
Many  of  these  men  were  political  refugees  of  rare  culture  and  scholarly 
attainments. 

On  the  1st  of  Februaiy,  the  ordinance  of  secession  was  adopted  by  the 
Texas  Convention,J  and  on  the  4th  commissioners  were  appointed  "to  confer 
with  General  Twiggs,  with  regard  to  the  public  arms,  stores,  munitions  of 
war,  etc.,  under  his  control,  and  belonging  to  the  United  States,  with  power 
to  demand  [them]  in  the  name  of  the  people  of  the  State  of  Texas."  To  meet 
this  commission,  which  consisted  of  Thomas  J.  Derine,  P.  X.  Luckett,5,>  and 
Samuel  A.  Maverick,|  on  the  9th  of  February  General  Twiggs  appointed  a 
commission  consisting  of  Major  Da\dd  H.  Yinton,  Major  Sackfield  Machn 
(secessionist),  and  Captain  R.  H.  K.  Whiteley.  By  this  time  the  news  of 
General  Twiggs's  disaffection  had  reached  the  Government,  and  Colonel 
C.  A.  Waite  was  sent  to  suijersede  him. 

One  day,  accidentally  overhearing  parts  of  a  conversation  between  General 
Twiggs  and  a  prominent  Southern  lady,  I  felt  no  longer  any  doubt  that  he 
was  about  to  betray  his  trust,  and  reported  the  matter  to  Major  Vinton.  He 
sought  an  interview  with  General  Twiggs,  and  told  me  that  he  could  find  no 
suspicion  of  disloyalty,  and  that  I  was  entu-ely  mistaken.  Getting  information 
a  few  days  later,  which  led  me  to  believe  that  the  day  for  the  suiTender  was 
&Ked,  I  again  informed  Major  Vinton.  He  then  decided  to  remove  at  once 
from  his  safe  aU  papers  that  would  give  valuable  infonnation  to  the  State 
authorities,  and  the  moneys  belonging  to  the  Government,  and  he  intrasted 
them  to  his  confidential  clerk,  Charles  Darrow.  They  were  sent  at  midnight 
to  his  wife,t  who  was  waiting  to  receive  them,  and  who  biu'ied  part  of  them 
in  a  deserted  garden ;  the  rest,  secreted  in  the  ashes  of  an  unused  stove  and 
in  the  tester  of  a  bed,  were  guarded  by  her  till  the  information  was  no  longer 
valuable. 

General  Twiggs  had  succeeded  in  comioletely  blinding  his  brother-officers 
as  to  his  plans ;  but  he  now  had  no  time  to  lose  before  Colonel  Waite's  arrival. 

On  the  15th  news  came  that  some  of  the  passenger's  on  the  mail-coach  had 
alighted  at  the  crossing  of  the  Salado  and  joined  a  large  company  of  Texas 
Rangers  who,  under  the  command  of  Ben  McCuUoch,  had  been  encamped 
there  for  several  days.  Captain  Baylor's  buffalo-hunt  had  at  last  assumed  a 
tangible  shape. 

To  be  prepared  for  any  emergency,  for  many  nights  we  had  kept  our  firt^ 
arms  beside  us.  On  the  night  of  the  15th,  worn  out  with  anxioiis  watch- 
ing, we  f(41  asleep,  to  be  suddenly  roused  about  4  o'clock  by  the  screams 
of  the  negroes,  who  were  coming  homo  from  market,  "  "We're  aU  going  to  be 

j  The  secession  of  Texas  was  not  legally  com-  3^  James  H.  Rojrers.  also  appointed,  was  a  com- 
pleted until  the  ratification  of  this  ordinance  by  missioner,  but  it  appears  from  the  Official  Kecoiris 
the  people,  February  i!3d,  but  the  secession  party  that  he  did  not  serve. —  Editors. 
considered  the  authority  of  the  convention  suffi-  4  From  whom  stray  cattle  were  styled  "Maver- 
oieut  for  the  prior  seizure  of  United  States  prop-  icks."' 
erty. —  Editors.  ^  The  writer. 
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killed ! "  I  gi-asped  my  revolver,  and,  springing  to  my  feet,  looked  out  upon 
the  plaza.  In  the  dim  light  I  saw  the  revolutionists  appearing,  two  by  two, 
on  muleback  and  horseback,  mounted  and  on  foot, — a  motley  though  quite 
orderly  crowd,  carrying  the  Lone  Star  flag  before  them,  and  surrounded  and 
supported  by  armed  men.  The  nights  had  been  cold,  and  a  week  on  the 
Salado  without  comforts  had  not  added  to  theu*  valorous  appearance. 
Some  had  coats,  but  others  were  in  their  shirt-sleeves,  and  not  a  few  were 
"wi'apped  in  old  shawls  and  sad- 
dle-blankets. Their  arms  were  of 
every  description.  By  daylight 
more  had  appeared,  perhaps  a 
thousand  in  all,  and  so  great  was 
the  enthusiasm  of  two  women 
who  had  aided  Greneral  Twiggs 
in  his  arrangements  that  they 
mounted  their  hoi'ses,  in  male 
attire,  and  with  pistols  in  their 
belts  rode  out  to  meet  their 
friends.  Coffee  and  refreshments 
had  been  provided,  and  blankets 
and  clothing  were  lavishly  dis- 
tributed. All  the  stores  were 
closed ;  men,  women,  and  children 
armed  themselves,  and  the  excitement  was  intense.  Companies  of  Union 
citizens,  well  drilled  and  well  armed,  were  marching  and  countermarching, 
presenting  an  imposing  contrast  to  the  other  party,  and  a  conflict  seemed 
inevitable.  The  arsenal  building  had  been  opened  and  was  swarming  with 
Eangers.  Early  in  the  morning  General  Twiggs  drove  down  to  the  main 
plaza,  where  he  was  instantly  surrounded  by  secessionists  demanding  the 
Government  property,  whereupon  he  went  through  the  form  of  refusing  their 
request.  He  then  held  a  conference  with  Major  W.  A.  Nichols,  his  assistant 
adjutant-general,  and  Ben  MeCulloch,  and  was  given  sis  hours  in  which  to 
reconsider.  By  noon  he  had  surrendered  all  the  United  States  posts  and 
stores  in  Texas.  When  the  result  was  known  there  was  great  indignation 
against  him  among  the  citizens.  Two  or  three  houi's  later  he  left  for  New 
Orleans,  where  he  was  received  with  public  honors. 

Orders  were  sent  to  all  the  outposts  to  turn  over  the  military  property 
to  the  State.  The  ofiicers  and  men  were  widely  scattered,  and  many  of  them 
were  taken  completely  by  sui-prise.  The  Federal  troops  in  town  gave  their 
parole  "  not  to  take  up  arms  "  against  the  Confederacy,  and  were  ordered  to 
leave  the  post  in  the  afternoon.  By  this  time  the  German  company  had 
refused  to  act  against  the  United  States,  and  the  citizen  companies  had  dis- 
banded. The  Irish  company  had  twice  torn  down  the  Stars  and  Stripes  from 
the  Alamo,  and  had  raised  the  Lone  Star  flag  in  its  place.  An  attempt  was 
made  to  disarm  the  troops,  but  they  declared  that  they  would  kill  any  man 
who  interfered,  and  marched  away  imder  Major  Larkin  Smith  and  Captain 
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John  H.  King,  witli  the  stained  and  bullet-riddled  old  flag  of  the  8th  Regi- 
ment flying  over  them,  while  the  band  played  national  au's.  Strong  men 
wept ;  the  people  cheered  them  along  the  streets,  and  many  followed  them  to 
the  head  of  the  San  Pedro,  where  they  encamped.  By  6  o'clock  the  Rangers 
had  retui-ned  to  theii"  camp  on  the  Salado,  and  the  day  ended  without  further 
excitement. 

About  2  o'clock  that  afternoon.  Colonel  Robert  E.  Lee  anived  in  his  ambu- 
lance from  Fort  Mason,  Texas,  on  his  way  to  Washington,  whither  he  had 
been  ordered  by  General  Scott.  As  he  approached  the  Read  House  I  went 
out  to  greet  him.  At  the  same  time  some  of  the  Rangers  gathered  around 
his  wagons,  and,  attracted,  no  doubt,  by  theii"  insignia  of  rank,  the  red  flannel 
strips  sewed  on  theu-  shoulders,  he  asked,  "  Who  are  those  men  ? "  "  They 
are  McCuUoch's,"  I  answered.  "  General  Twiggs  surrendered  everything  to 
the  State  this  morning,  and  we  are  all  prisoners  of  war."  I  shaU  never 
forget  his  look  of  astonishment,  as  with  his  hps  trembling  and  his  eyes  full  of 
tears,  he  exclaimed,  "  Has  it  come  so  soon  as  this  ? "  In  a  short  time  I  saw 
him  crossing  the  plaza  on  his  way  to  headquarters,  and  noticed  paiticularly 
that  he  was  in  citizen's  di'ess.  He  retiirned  at  night  and  shut  himself  in  his 
room,  which  was  over  mine,  and  I  heard  his  footsteps  thi'ough  the  night,  and 
sometimes  the  murmur  of  his  voice,  as  if  he  were  praj"ing.  He  remained  at 
the  hotel  a  week,  and  in  conversations  declared  that  the  position  he  held  was 
a  neutral  one.  When  he  left  it  was  my  firm  belief  that  no  one  could  per- 
suade or  compel  him  to  change  his  decision.\ 

Dm-ing  the  next  two  days  the  Rangers  were  drinking  and  shouting  about  the 
streets,  recklessly  shooting  any  one  who  happened  to  displease  them.  From 
this  time  on.  Union  men  were  in  danger,  and  Northerners  sent  theii*  families 
away.  Some  who  were  outspoken  were  imprisoned  and  barely  escaped  with 
theii"  hves  ;  among  them,  Charles  Anderson,  brother  of  Robert  Anderson. 

On  the  26th  of  February  a  dozen  men  of  the  State  troops  were  stationed 
on  guard  over  the  offices  of  the  disbui-siug  officers,  and  the  occupants  were 
ordered  to  leave,  but  forlndden  to  take  away  papers  or  effects,  though  allowed 
to  keep  the  keys  to  theii-  safes.  Colonel  Waite  had  now  arrived  and  assumed 
command,  and  the  secessionist  commissioners  made  a  second  demand  for 

\OnthispomtCaptaiuR. M.Potter, U.S.  A.,  says:  cause  for  revolution"),  then  I  will  still  follow  my  iia- 
"  I  saw  General  Lee  (then  Colonel  Lee)  when  he  took  tive  State  with  my  sword,  and.  if  need  be.  with  my 
leave  of  his  friends  to  depart  for  Washington  some  life.  I  know  you  think  and  feel  very  differently.  V>ut 
days  after  the  surrender  of  Twiggs.  I  have  seldom  I  can't  help  it.  These  are  my  principles,  and  I  must 
seen  a  more  distressed  man.  He  said,  '  When  I  follow  them."'  Colonel  Anderson,  in  the  course  of 
get  to  Virginia  I  think  the  world  will  have  one  sol-  a  high  tribute  to  General  Lee's  character,  gives 
dierless.  I  sh.iU  ri>sign  and  go  to  planting  corn.' ''  General  Scott  as  his  authority  for  the  st.itement 
Colonel  Charles  Anderson,  U.  S.  V.,  who  is  referred  that  the  command  of  the  United  States  forces  (un- 
to above,  and  who  talked  with  General  Lee  on  the  der  Scott)  was  offered  to  Lee.  and  was  declined  by 
same  day,  thus  gives  the  substance  of  his  parting  him  on  the  same  ground. —  that  he  must  be  guided 
words  (see  "Texas  Before  and  on  the  Eve  of  the  wholly  in  his  action  by  that  of  Virginia.  Colonel 
Kebellion."  Cincinnati,  18841:  "I  still  think  .  .  .  Albert  G.  Brackett,  U.  S.  A.,  says:  "  Wlien  the 
that  my  loyalty  to  Virginia  ought  to  take  precedence  civil  war  broke  out.  Lee  was  filled  with  sorrow 
overthat  which  is  due  to  the  Federal  Government,  at  the  condition  of  affairs,  and,  in  a  letter  to  me 
and  I  shall  so  report  myself  at  Washington.  If  Vir-  deploring  the  war  in  which  we  wore  about  to  en- 
ginia  stands  by  the  old  Union,  so  will  L  But  if  she  gage,  he  made  use  of  these  words :  '  I  fear  the  liber- 
secedes  (though  I  do  not  believe  in  soces.sion  as  ties  of  onr  country  will  be  buried  in  the  tomb  of 
a  constitutional  right,  nor  that  there  is  a  sufficient  a  great  nation.'  " — Editors. 
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"  a  statement  of  the  amount  of  indebtedness  and  funds  on  hand  and  requii'ed 
a  promise  from  each  officer  that  he  would  pay  outstanding  debts  with  funds 
and  tm-n  the  balance  over  to  the  State":  it  being  very  desu'able  to  the  enemy 
to  possess  the  Grovernment  records,  which  exhibited  the  number  of  troops  and 
the  condition  of  the  whole  department.  Imprisonment  and  death  were  to 
be  the  penalty  in  case  of  refusal ;  but  Major  Vinton  of  the  quartermaster's 

department  declared  that  he  did  not  fear 
either,  would  do  nothing  dishonorable  and 
would  not  comply.  Major  Daniel  Me- 
Clui-e  of  the  pay  departments!^  and  Cap- 
tain Whiteley  of  the  ordnance  department 
also  refused,  but  several  officers  did  com- 
ply and  were  returned  to  theti'  offices. 
The  larger  responsibilities  of  the  quarter- 
master's department  detained  Major  Vin- 
ton after  the  above-named  officers  had 
left,  and  thus  he  fought  his  battle  almost 
alone.  His  office  was  transferred  to  his 
own  house,  where  with  the  aid  of  IVIi'.  Dar- 
row  he  transacted  his  business.  He  soon 
became  so  ill  that  it  was  impossible  for 
him  to  leave  his  bed.  Both  were  after- 
coLONEL  D.v>-iEL  n.  VINTON,  V.  s.  A.  Ward    arrcstcd    and  given    ten   days  in 

FKOM    A   PHOTOGRAPH.  1    .     1  T  T 

which  to  suiTender  the  papers  and  fimds 
or  be  shot.  These  threats  were  not  executed,  for  on  the  morning  of  the 
tenth  day  we  were  gladdened  by  the  news  that  United  States  troops  from 
the  different  outposts  were  within  a  few  miles  of  the  town,  having  been 
three  weeks  on  the  way.  They  were  met  at  the  San  Pedro  and  paroled  not 
to  take  arms  against  the  Confederacy  or  serve  in  any  capacity  during  the 
war.  These  troops,  representing  the  army  in  Texas,  wei*e  loyal  almost  to  a 
man,  while  all  but  forty  of  the  officers  went  over  to  the  Confederacy.  The 
commissioners  had  promised  to  fiu'nish  facilities  for  the  transportation  of 
these  troops  to  the  coast,  but  so  great  had  been  the  confusion  and  so  many 
suppUes  had  been  carried  off,  that  the  soldiers  were  left  almost  destitute.  I 
visited  their  camp  and  found  them  cursing  the  man  who  had  placed  them 
in  this  position. 

Major  Vinton  and  family,  with  my  husband  and  myself,  were  the  last  to 
leave.  On  the  morning  of  oui"  departure,  the  11th  of  May,  as  the  ambulances 
and  baggage  wagons  stood  at  the  door,  to  add  to  the  gloom,  a  storm  broke 
over  the  city,  enveloping  us  in  midnight  darkness.  The  thunder  and  light- 
ning was  so  loud  and  incessant  as  to  seem  like  the  noise  of  battle.  For  two 
weeks  we  joui-neyed  over  the  park-like  prairies,  fragi-ant  and  brilliant  with 

■5!^  Captain  Potter  says :  "  The  officers  detained  brother  officers,  when  no  public  funds  were  acces- 

in   San   Antonio  were  much  indebted  to   Major  sible.     He,  of  course,  had  no  office  in  which  to 

MeClure  for  his  successful  efforts  to  raise  money,  transact  business,  and  paid  the  officers  covertly 

on  his   own    responsibility,   for  the  pay  of   his  in  holes  and  comers." 
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flowers.  We  forded  streams  and  rivers,  crossed  the  Brazos  by  a  rope  feiTv, 
and,  taking  the  raih-oad  train  from  HaiTLsburg  to  Gfalveston,  caught  the  last 
steamer  before  the  blockade  of  New  Orleans.  We  went  up  the  ^Mississippi  in 
the  steamer  Hiawatha,  which  was  crowded  with  refugees,  who  made  no  sign 
imtil,  in  answer  to  a  shot  from  shore  at  Caii'O,  the  steamer  rounded  to  and  we 
found  ourselves  once  more  under  the  protection  of  our  own  flag. 


On  the  13th  of  December,  1860,  General  David 
E.  Twiggs,  of  the  United  States  Army,  who  had 
served  with  distinction  in  the  war  with  Mexico, 
and  who  was  at  that  date  in  command  of  the  De- 
partment of  Texas,  wrote  the  following  letter  to 
General  Scott  from  San  Antonio : 

" I  think  there  ran  be  no  doubt  that  many  of  the 
Soiitliern  States  will  secede  from  the  Union.  The  State 
of  Texas  will  be  among  the  number,  and,  from  all  ap- 
pearances at  present,  it  will  be  ;it  an  curly  day ;  certainly 
before  the  4tli  of  JIarcli  next.  Wliat  is  to  be  done  with 
putilir;  property  in  clmrKC  i>f  tin-  iinii,\?  The  arsenal  at 
this  place  has  some  orilnaucc  and  other  mimitions  of 
war.  I  do  not  expect  an  order  for  the  present  for  the 
disposition  of  them,  but  T  would  be  pleased  to  receive 
your  views  and  eusgestions.  My  course,  as  respects 
myself,  will  be  to  remain  at  my  post  and  protect  this 
frontier  as  long  as  I  can,  and  then  when  turned  adrift 
make  my  waj'  home,  if  I  have  one.  I  would  be  pleased 
to  hear  from  you  at  your  earliest  convenience." 

At  this  time  it  took  from  ten  to  fifteen  days  for  a 
letter  to  pass  between  San  Antonio  and  army  head- 
quarters.   December  2Sth,  General  Scott  replied: 

*'  In  cases  of  political  (listurbance  involving  local 
conflict  with  the  authorit.v  of  the  general  government, 
the  gcneral-iu-chief  considers  that  the  military  ques- 
tions, such  as  you  suggest,  contain  a  politi<'al  element, 
with  clue  r('i::ird  to  wliirli,  ami  in  thu-  dcfrrence  to  the 
chief  4' xccu live  auth(»rit.\',  im  fxtranriliiiary  instructions 
concerning  thcui  must  be  ir?rsued  withtmt  the  consent 
of  such  authority.  He  has  labored  hard  in  suggesting 
and  urging  proper  measures  to  vindicate  the  laws  and 
protect  the  property  of  the  United  States  without 
waging  war  or  acting  oftensively  against  auy  State  or 
community.  All  such  suggestions,  though  long  since 
made  in  good  time  to  have  been  peaceaVdy  and  efliciently 
carried  out,  have  failed  to  secure  the  favorable  attention 
of  the  (ioveriiment.  The  President  has  listened  to  him 
with  due  fricndliiii'Bs  and  respect,  but  the  War  Depart- 
ment has  been  littU'  conninniicative.  [Mr.  Floyd  was 
then  Seoretar.v  of  War.]  Up  to  this  time  he  has  not  been 
shown  the  written  iiisti'Uftioiis  of  Major  Anderson,  nor 
been  informed  of  the  purpoi't  of  those  more  reecntl.v 
convc.^'cd  to  Fort  Moultrie  verbally  by  Major  Buell. 
Probably  the  iJolic.v  of  the  Govermnent  in  regard  to  the 
forts  :ind  dfi)ots  within  the  limits  of  seccdin,g  States 
will  have  bcrii  clearlN'  iudii-atcd  before  events  can  have 
causeil  a  practical  issiii'  to  lie  minle  up  in  Texas.  The 
general  does  iH>t  see,  at  this  moment,  that  he  can  tender 
you  auj'  special  advice,  but  leaves  the  adraiuistration 
of  your  command  in  yoiu'  own  hands,  with  the  laws  and 

*  ( 'a plain  I'etlcr  (before  quoted),  in  a  written  inomorambiiu 
Iodic-  K.htnis.  ^ays: 

'Ml  was  lui  the  yveniug:  before  McCitUoch  onterod  San 
Aiitaaiu.  Ml,  pciliaiis,  two  oveniufjs  before,  that  I  met  Gen. 
oral  Twitfga  at  a  weddins  part.v.  ICc  said  to  nie:  'It  is 
rumored  that  lien  IMcCiillocIi  baa  been  in  town:  have  yon 
seen  biin  f '  I  re])lied,  no.  After  a  few  more  wonis  on  the 
state  of  alTairs,  be  .said:  -Tliere  is  no  need  of  seii.llin:  Iiim  to 
coerce  me.  If  an  old  woman  witli  a  Innoinslieli  sleaild 
come  Willi  full  nntbority  fnnn  tlle  state  nt  Tc\;i,s  Xo  deiiauid 
tlie  public  propert.v.  I  wonbl  irive  it  iiptober.'"  C'iipljitu  Tot- 
ter fiirtlier  says:  "  From  the  date  of  Twiisjia's  return  from 
New  Orleans  [about  tho  27tU  of  November]  there  was  no 


regulations  to  guide,  in  the  fuU  confidence  that  your 
discretion,  firmness,  and  patriotism  will  effect  all  of 
good  that  the  sad  state  of  the  times  may  peniiit." 

December  27th,  and  January  2d,  7th,  and  23d, 
General  Twiggs  wrote  similar  letters  to  army  head- 
quarters, making  urgent  requests  for  instrnetions. 
January  l.jth,  after  the  receipt  of  the  above 
letter  from  General  Scott,  General  Twiggs  wrote 
to  him  again,  this  time  expressing  sympathy  with 
the  secession  movement,  and  asking  to  be  re- 
lieved from  command  of  the  department  on  or 
before  the  -Ith  of  March.  The  order  relieving 
him,  and  appointing  Colonel  Waite  as  his  suc- 
cessor, is  dated  January  2sth,  and  was  received 
by  General  Twiggs  on  the  loth  of  February. 
Meanwhile  the  secession  party  in  Texas  had 
made  decided  progress  toward  carrying  the  State 
out  of  the  Union.  Late  in  January  an  election 
had  been  held  for  delegates  to  a  State  convention 
to  consider  the  question  of  secession.  This  con- 
vention had  met  on  the  2Sth  of  January,  at  Aus- 
tin, and  on  the  1st  of  February  had  passed  an 
ordinance  of  secession  which  was  to  take  efifect 
on  the  2d  of  March,  if  it  should  be  ratified  by  the 
people  on  the  23d  of  February.  General  Twiggs 
did  not  wait  till  the  ordinance  was  in  operation,  or 
even  till  its  ratification,  to  surrender  the  military 
posts  and  public  property  imder  his  charge.  Feb- 
ruary 9th  he  appointed  a  military  commission  to 
treat  with  a  commission  from  the  convention. —  as 
his  order  of  that  date  announced,  '"to  transact 
such  business  as  relates  to  the  disposition  of  the 
public  property  upon  the  demand  of  the  State  of 
Texas."  February  Itith.  three  days  before  the 
arrival  of  Colonel  Waite.  the  actual  surrender  took 
place,  nominally  to  superior  forces  under  Colonel 
Ben  MeCuUoch,  then  in  command  of  1000  to 
l.TOO  men,  and  acting  under  the  authority,  not 
of  the  governor  (General  Sam  Houston,  a  Union 
man%  but  of  the  commissioners  appointed  by  the 
convention.*  On  the  17th  the  State  Commissioners 
wrote  to  General  Twiggs: 

"  In  our  comiuuincation  of  the  16th  instant  we  rc<iuiTv<l 
a  delivery  up  by  you  of  the  positions  held  anil  public 
property  held  by  or  imdcr  your  control  as  roumiandcr 

doulil  of  liis  intention  not  to  withstand  .-iny  insnrreclionar>- 
movement  en  Die  p;irt  of  the  state.  Ho  oonstantlr  s.iid  that 
the  Iti.-ak.np  was  eominir,  and  that  there  was  no  one  living 
who  couUl  n'si.st  thi-  secession  movement  snccessfnlly." 

On  the  same  point.  Colonel  rharles  Anderson  sa.vs:  "It 
must  1>0  remetnlienMl  distinctly,  on  this.  n».v  testimony,  and 
that  of  very  many  others,  that  from  the  time  of  liis  retnm, 
with  iiu-re;isinc  frequency  and  vehemence  of  his  sihm^Iu'S. 
(iener;il  Twiir^  ha<l  not  only  deelareil  that  he  'would  nerrr 
tire  i>M  Anierieatl  citizens  under  ony  oiirumst.ance-s'  but  that 
he  would  surrender  tlie  UnittMi  states  pnqMTty  in  his  depart- 
ment to  the  9tate  of  Texas  iclifnrrrr  <l  imf  drmandttU"— 
("  Texas.  Before  and  ou  the  Eve  of  the  RclwlUon.") 
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In  this  department.  As  no  reply  save  your  verbal 
declaration  (whicli  declaration  was  tliat  you 'gave  up 
everj'tliing')  lias  been  given  to  our  note,  .  .  .  we  agaui 
demand  tlie  surrender    .      .    .  " 

To  this  General  Twiggs  replied  the  same  day : 
"  I  have  to  say  tbat  you  are  already  aware  of  my  views 
in  regard  to  the  delivery  of  the  public  property  of  this 
department,  and  I  now  repeat  that  I  will  direct  the 
positions  held  by  the  Federal  troops  to  be  tui'ned  over  to 
the  authorized  agents  of  the  State  of  Texas,  provided 
the  troops  retain  their  arms  and  clothing,  camp  and 
garrison  equipage,  quartermaster's  stores,  subsistence, 
medical,  hospital  stores,  and  such  means  of  transporta- 
tion of  every  land  as  may  be  necessary  for  an  efflcient 
and  orderly  movement  of  the  troops  from  Texas,  pre- 
pared for  attack  or  defense  against  aggression  from  any 
source." 

The  commissioners  then  wrote,  making  two  fur- 
ther conditions :  that  the  troops  should  leave  Texas 
by  way  of  the  coast,  and  that  they  should  there  sur- 
render all  means  of  transportation  as  well  as  the 
artillery.  General  Twiggs  responded,  eonseutingto 
the  first  condition,  but  objecting  to  the  second  so 
far  as  it  related  to  the  guns  of  the  light  batteries, 
and  it  was  to  that  extent  waived  by  the  commis- 
sioners. Thus  the  formal  surrender  was  consum- 
mated on  the  ISth  of  February,  iive  days  before 
the  ratification  of  the  ordinance  of  secession  by 
the  people  of  Texas.  In  a  letter  to  Mr.  Davis, 
dated  New  Orleans,  February  25th,  1861,  Gen- 
eral Braxton  Bragg  says:  "General  Twiggs  was 
ordered  to  turn  over  the  command  to  Colonel 
Waite,  a  Northern  man,  but  preferred  sm-render- 
ing  to  Texas."  March  1st,  General  Tvriggs  was 
dismissed  from  the  United  States  army.  He  was 
appointed  major-general  in  the  Confederate  serv- 
ice, and  was  placed  in  command  at  New  Orleans. 
He  died  September  15th,  1862,  at  Augusta, 
Georgia,  his  own  State. 

On  the  28th  of  January,  General  Twiggs's  suc- 
cessor. Colonel  Waite,  was  in  command  at  Camp 
Verde,  65  miles  from  San  Antonio.  In  a  letter 
of  that  date  to  General  Twiggs's  assistant  adju- 
tant-general at  San  Antonio,  Colonel  Waite  said : 

"  For  the  pui-pose  of  making  some  defensive  arrange- 
ments, I  have  deemed  It  proper  to  order  the  remainder 
of  Captain  Brackett's  company  to  this  place  withoiit 
■waiting  for  further  instructions  from  your  office.  .  .  . 
I  respectfully  request  that  1  or  2  pieces  of  artillery 
.  .  .  may  be  sent  here  as  early  as  practicable.  In 
making  this  application  I  assume  that  there  is  a  prob- 
ability, or  at  least  a  possibility,  that  a  mob  of  reckless 
men  may  attempt  to  seize  the  public  property  here, 
the  most  valuable  of  which  consists  of  63  camels,  .  .  . 
■worth  some  $20,000.  ...  I  hold  it  to  be  the  duty  of 
every  commanding  oHicer  to  be  at  all  times,  and  under 
all  circumstances,  prepared  as  far  as  possible  for  any 
and  every  emergency.  To  this  end  he  must  anticipate 
his  wants  and  take  timely  measures  to  meet  them." 

February  12th,  he  -wrote  again  : 

"  Being  desirous  of  concentrating  my  regiment  (the 
1st  Infantry)  so  as  to  bring  the  companies  more  under 
my  control,  I  respectfully  request  permission  to  move 
out  of  the  department  with  the  five  companies  now  serv- 
ing here  and  join  the  remainder  of  the  regiment  which  is 
in  the  Department  of  the  West." 

February  26th,  in  his  report  of  the  situation 
after  he  had  assumed  command,  he  says  : 


"To  concentrate  a  sufficient  number  [of  troops]  to 
make  a  successful  resistance  after  the  Texans  had  taken 
the  field  was  not  practicable.  Besides,  we  had  uo  large 
depot  of  provisions  to  move  upon,  and  the  means  of 
transportation  at  the  posts  were  so  limited  tbat  the 
trooi>s  could  have  taken  with  them  a  supply  for  only  a 
few  days.  An  attempt  in  ]n-h\ix  thcni  tcii,'i'tlicr  luider 
these  circumstances  would  liavi'  nn  doubt  resulted  in 
theii' being  cut  up  in  detail  before  they  could  get  out  of 
the  country.  Under  these  circumstances,  I  felt  it  my 
duty  to  comply  with  the  agreement  entered  into  by  Gen- 
eral Twiggs,  and  remove  the  troops  from  the  country  as 
early  as  possible." 

For  this  purpose  Colonel  Waite  continued  at  San 
Antonio.  The  troops  (except  those  mentioned 
below)  marched  to  the  coast,  where  vessels  char- 
tered by  the  United  States  awaited  them. 

Concerning  the  advantages  which  General 
Twiggs's  surrender  conferred  upon  the  cause  of 
secession,  Colonel  Charles  Anderson  says : 

"  Of  its  successes,  the  first  was  that  it  carried  the  so- 
called  election  five  days  afterward.  Without  this  brill- 
iant coup  de  main  (the  first  victory  of  rebellion)  the 
ma,iority  would  have  surely  been  in  Texas  for  the  Union 
cause.  As  it  was,  only  42,000  votes  (less  than  half  the 
total  vote  of  the  State)  was  polled,  of  which  13,000  votes 
were  given  by  the  now  confounded  and  dismayed 
Unionists.  [The  exact  vote  was :  for  ratification,  34,794; 
against,  11,235.  —  Editors.]  And  just  here  (a  second 
and  great  success)  was  the  beginning  of  that  series  of 
flockings  2^ari  jmssu,  with  every  disaster  to  the  Union 
cause,  of  our  Douglas  Democrats,  and  om-  Bell  and 
Everett  men  to  the  ■winning  side— the  Breckinridge 
Democrats.  ...  A  third  gain  to  the  rebellion  was 
the  immense  money  and  military  values  of  the  public 
arms  and  other  war  properties  on  the  very  verge  of  the 
coming  war,  which  it  hastened,  if  it  did  not  determine. 
Fourthly,  our  national  prestige  lost  was  a  vast  and 
instant  impivlse  to  secession  and  rebellion  in  every 
slave  State." 

The  number  of  posts  surrendered  was  19.  The 
number  of  troops  "  to  be  removed,  in  compli- 
ance with  General  Twiggs's  agreement,"  was  re- 
ported by  Colonel  Waite,  February  26th,  at  2328. 
This  agreement  was  not  respected  by  the  Con- 
federate authorities,  who,  on  the  11th  of  April, 
on  the  ground  "  that  hostility  exists  between  the 
United  States  and  Confederate  States,"  gave  in- 
structions to  Colonel  Earl  Van  Dorn  "  to  intercept 
and  prevent  the  movement  of  the  United  States 
troops  from  the  State  of  Texas."  Under  these 
orders  815  officers  and  men  were  captured,  in- 
cluding Colonel  Waite  and  his  staff,  who  accepted 
parole  under  protest.  Many  of  the  private  soldiers 
were  kept  in  confinement  for  nearly  two  years. 
The  San  Antonio  "Herald,"  of  February  23d, 
1861,  estimated  the  total  value  of  the  property 
surrendered  at  $1,209,500,  "  exclusive  of  public 
buildings  to  which  the  Federal  Government  has  a 
title."  This  property  included  mules,  wagons, 
horse.s,  harness,  tools,  corn,  clothing,  commissary 
and  ordnance  stores. 

In  the  main  the  authority  for  the  foregoing  state- 
ments is  Volume  I.  of  the  "Oflieial  Records  of  the 
Union  and  Confederate  Armies,"  issued  by  the 
War  Department,  under  the  editorship  of  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Robert  N.  Scott,  U.  S.  A.  This 
work  will  be  referred  to  hereafter  in  these  pages 
as  "Official  Records." — Editors. 
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BY  ABNEE  DOUBLEDAY,   BREVET  MAJOR-GENERAL.   U.  ?.  A..   RETIRED. 


AS  senior  captain  of  tlie  1st  Regiment  of  United  States  Ai'tilleiy,  I  had  been 
-  stationed  at  Fort  Moultrie,  Charleston  Harbor,  two  or  thi-ee  years  previ- 
ous to  the  outbreak  of  1861.  There  were  two  other  forts  in  the  harbor.  Of 
these,  Fort  Sumter  was  unoccupied,  being  in  an  unfinished  state,  while  Castle 
Pinckney  was  in  charge  of  a  single  ordnance  sergeant.  The  garrison  of  Fort 
Moultrie  consisted  of  2  companies  that  had  been  reduced  to  65  men,  who 
with  the  band  raised  the  number  in  the  post  to  73.  Fort  Moultrie  had 
no  strength ;  it  was  merely  a  sea  battery.  No  one  ever  imagined  it  would  he 
attacked  by  our  own  people ;  and  if  assailed  by  foreigners,  it  was  supposed 
that  an  army  of  citizen-soldiery  would  be  there  to  defend  it.  It  was  very 
low,  the  walls  having  about  the  height  of  an  ordinary  room.  It  was  little 
more,  in  fact,  than  the  old  fort  of  Revolutionary  time  of  which  the  father  of 
Major  Robert  Anderson  had  been  a  defender.  The  sand  had  dilfted  from  the 
sea  against  the  waU,  so  that  cows  would  actually  scale  the  ramparts.  In  1860 
we  applied  to  have  the  fort  put  in  order,  but  the  quartermaster-general, 
afterward  the  famous  Joseph  E.  Johnston,  said  the  matter  did  not  pertain 
to  his  department.  We  were  then  apprehending  trouble,  for  the  signs  of  the 
times  indicated  that  the  South  was  drifting  toward  secession,  though  the 
Northern  people  could  not  be  made  to  lielieve  this,  and  regarded  our  rejn'e- 
sentation  to  this  etfect  as  nonsense.  I  remember  that  at  that  time  our  engi- 
neer ofificer,  Captain  J.  (1.  Foster,  was  alone,  of  the  officers,  in  thinking  there 
would  be  no  ti'ouble.  "We  were  commanded  by  a  Northern  man  of  ad\anceii 
age.  Colonel  Jolin  L.  Gardner,  who  had  been  wounded  in  the  war  of  181i!  and 
had  served  with  credit  in  Florida  and  Mexico.     November  15tli,  1860,  Mr. 
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Floyd,  the  Secretary  of  War,  relieved  him  and  put  in  command  Major 
Robert  Anderson  of  Kentucky,  who  was  a  regular  officer.  Floyd  thought  the 
new  commander  could  be  relied  upon  to  carry  out  the  Southern  progTamme, 
but  we  never  believed 
that  Anderson  took  com- 
mand with  a  knowledge  <>t' 
that  programme  or  a  dei-iri- 
that  it  should  succeed,  lit- 
simply  obeyed  orders;  1n' 
had  to  obey  or  leave  the 
army.  Anderson  was  a 
Union  man  and,  in  the 
incipiency,  was  perfectly 
willing  to  chastise  South 
Carolina  in  case  she  should 
attempt  any  revolutionary 
measm-es.  His  feehng  as 
to  coercion  changed  when 
he  found  that  all  the  South- 
ern States  had  joined  South 
Carolina,  for  he  looked  up- 
on the  conquest  of  the  South 
as  hopeless. 

Soon  after  his  arrival, 
which  took  place  on  the 
21st  of  No  vember,  Anderson 
wanted  the  sand  removed 
from  the  walls  of  Moultrie, 
and  urged  that  it  be  done. 
Suddenly  the  Secretary  of 
War  seemed  to  adopt  this 
view.  He  i3retended  there 
was  danger  of  war  with  Eng- 
land, with  reference  to  Mex- 
ico, which  was  absuixl ;  and 
under  this  pretext  was  seized 
with  a  sudden  zeal  to  put  the 
harbor  of  Charleston  in  con- 
dition,—  to  be  turned  over  to  the  Confederate  forces.  He  appropriated  $150,- 
000  for  Moultrie  and  $80,000  to  finish  Sumter.  There  was  not  much  to  be 
made  out  of  Fort  MoiUtrie,  with  all  oiu"  efforts,  because  it  was  hardly  defen- 
sible; biit  Major  Anderson  strove  to  strengthen  it.  He  put  up  heavy  gates  to 
prevent  Charleston  secessionists  from  entering,  and  made  a  little  man-hole 
through  which  \dsitors  had  to  crawl  in  and  out. 

We  could  get  no  additional  ammimition,  but  Colonel  Gardner  had  man- 
aged to  procure  a  six  months'  supply  of  food  from  the  North  before  the  trouble 
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K.    UCAOE,    ja,        UEUT.  TM£0.  TALBOT, 


CAPT.    ABNER    BOUBLEOAY.  MAJOR    ROBERT   ANDERSON.  SURGEON    S.  W.    CRAWFOflO,  CAPT.    J.    G.    FOSTER. 

ANDERSON   AND   HIS  OFFICERS.     PROCESS  REPRODUCTION   OF   AN  IMPERFECT   PHOTOGRAPH. 

Second  Lieutenant  Norman  J.  Hall,  who  was  present  Lincoln  announeiup:  to  Governor  Pickens  that  the  Gov- 

at  the  bombardment,  was  alisent  when  the  photognaph  emment  would  attempt  to  provision  Sumter:  he  was 

was  taken.    Lieutenant  Talbot  had  been  sent  to  Wash-  not  permitted  to  rejoin  Anderson.    The  picture,  though 

ington,  and  had  returned  with  a  message  from  President  dim,  has  the  value  ot  a  fac-simile. 

came.  Tlie  Secretary  of  War  would  not  let  xis  have  a  man  iu  the  ■way  of  reeu- 
forcement,  the  plea  beiug  that  reeuforcemeuts  would  irritate  the  people.  The 
secessionists  could  hardly  be  restrained  from  attacking  xis,  but  the  leaders  kept 
them  back,  knowing  that  our  workmen  were  lalioring  in  then-  interests,  at  the 
expense  of  the  United  States.  When  Captain  Truman  Se^^nom•  was  sent  vnxh. 
a  party  to  the  United  States  arsenal  in  Charleston  to  get  some  friction  primers 
and  a  little  ammunition,  a  crowd  interfered  and  di'ove  his  men  back.  It  became 
evident,  as  I  told  Anderson,  that  we  could  not  defend  the  fort,  because  the 
houses  around  us  on  Sidlivan's  Island  looked  down  into  Moultrie,  and  could 
be  occupied  by  our  enemies.  At  last  it  was  rumored  that  two  thousand 
riflemen  had  V»een  detailed  to  shoot  us  down  from  the  tops  of  those  houses.  I 
proposed  to  anticipate  the  enemy  and  Inirn  the  dwellings,  ln;t  Anderson  wtniltl 
not  take  so  decided  a  step  at  a  time  when  the  North  did  not  believe  there 
was  going  to  be  war.  It  was  plain  that  the  only  thing  to  lie  done  was  to  slip 
over  the  water  to  Fort  Sumter,  but  Anderson  said  he  had  been  assigned  to 
Fort  Moultrie,  and  that  he  must  stay  there.  "W'e  w  ore  then  in  a  very  peculiar 
position.  It  was  commonly  believed  that  we  would  not  be  supported  even  by 
the  North,  as  the  Democrats  had  been  bitterly  opposed  to  the  election  of 
Lincoln ;  that  at  the  first  sign  of  war  twenty  thousand  men  in  sympathy 
with  the  South  would  rise  in  New  York.    Moreover,  the  one  to  whom  we 
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soldiers  always  looked  up  as  to  a  father, — the  Secretary  of  War,  seemed  to  be 
devising  arrangements  to  have  us  made  away  with.  We  believed  that  in 
the  event  of  an  outbreak  from  Charleston  few  of  us  would  sui'vive ;  but  it 
did  not  gi-eatly  concern  us,  since  that  risk  was  merely  a  part  of  our  business, 
and  we  intended  to  make  the  best  fight  we  could.  The  officers,  upon  talk- 
ing the  matter  over,  thought  they  might  control  any  demonstration  at 
Charleston  by  thi'owing  shells  into  the  city  from  Castle  Pinekney.  But,  with 
only  sixty-foui-  soldiers  and  a 
brass  band,  we  could  not  de- 
tach any  force  in  that  dii'ection. 

Finally,  Captain  Foster,  who 
had  misapprehended  the  whole 
situation,  and  who  had  orders  to 
put  both  Moultrie  and  Sumter 
in  perfect  order,  brought  sever- 
al hundi'ed  workmen  from  Bal- 
timore. Unfortunately,  these 
were  nearly  all  in  sjTnpathy 
with  the  Chai'lestonians,  many 
even  wearing  secession  badges. 

Bands  of  secessionists  were 
now  patrolling  near  us  by  day 
and  night.  We  were  so  worn  out  with  guard-duty — watching  them — that  on 
one  occasion  my  wife  and  Captain  Seymour's  relieved  us  on  guard,  aU  that 
was  needed  being  some  one  to  give  the  alarm  in  case  there  was  an  attempt 
to  break  in.  Foster  thoiight  that  out  of  his  several  hundred  workmen  he 
could  get  a  few  Union  men  to  drill  at  the  guns  as  a  garrison  in  Castle  Pinek- 
ney, but  they  rebelled  the  moment  they  found  they  were  expected  to  act  as 
artillerists,  and  said  that  they  were  not  there  as  warriors.  It  was  said  that 
when  the  enemy  took  possession  of  the  castle,  some  of  these  workmen  were 
hauled  from  under  beds  and  from  other  hiding-places. 

The  day  before  Christmas  I  asked  Major  Anderson  for  wu-e  to  make  an 
entanglement  in  front  of  my  part  of  the  fort,  so  that  any  one  who  should  charge 
would  tumble  over  the  wires  and  could  be  shot  at  our  leisure.  I  had  already 
caused  a  sloping  picket  fence  to  be  projected  over  the  parapet  on  my  side  of 
the  works  so  that  scaling-ladders  could  not  be  raised  against  us.  The  dis- 
cussion in  Charleston  over  our  proceedings  was  of  an  amusing  character. 
This  wooden  fraise  puzzled  the  Charleston  militia  and  editors ;  one  of  the 
latter  said,  "  Make  ready  youi*  sharpened  stakes,  but  you  will  not  intimidate 
freemen." 

When  I  asked  Anderson  for  the  wii'e,  he  said  I  should  have  a  mile  of  it,  with 
a  peculiar  smUe  that  puzzled  me  for  the  moment.  He  then  sent  for  Hall,  the 
post  quartermaster,  bound  him  to  secrecy,  and  told  him  to  take  three  schooners 
and  some  barges  which  had  been  chartered  for  the  purpose  of  taking  the 
women  and  chiklren  and  six  months'  supply  of  provisions  to  Fort  Johnson, 
opposite  Charleston.     He  was  instructed  when  the  secession  patrols  should 
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ask  what  this  meant,  to  tell  them  we  were  seutUug  off  the  families  of  the 
officers  and  men  to  the  North  because  they  were  in  the  way.  The  excuse 
was  plausil)le,  and  no  one  interfered.  We  were  so  closely  watched  that  we 
could  make  no  movement  without  demands  being  made  as  to  the  reason 
of  it.  On  the  day  we  left — the  day  after  Christmas — Anderson  gave  up 
his  own  mess,  and  came  to  live  ^vith  me  as  my  guest.  In  the  evening  of 
that  day  I  went  to  notify  the  majoi-  that  tea  was  ready.  Upon  going  to 
the  parapet  for  that  purpose,  I  found  all  the  officers  tliere,  and  noticed 
something  strange  in  their  manner.  The  problem  was  solved  when  Ander- 
son walked  up  to  me  and  said :  "  Captain,  in  twenty  minutes  you  will  leave 
this  fort  with  your  company  for  Fort  Sumter."  The  order  was  startling  and 
unexpected,  and  I  thought  of  the  immediate  hostilities  of  which  the  movement 
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would  be  tlie  occasion.  I  rushed  over  to  my  company  quarters  and  informed 
my  men,  so  that  they  might  put  on  then*  knapsacks  and  have  everything  in 
readiness.  This  took  about  ten  minutes.  Then  I  went  to  my  house,  told  my 
wife  that  there  might  be  fighting,  and  that  she  must  get  out  of  the  fort  as  soon 
as  she  could  and  take  refuge  behind  the  sand-hills.  I  put  her  trunks  out  of  the 
sally-port,  and  she  followed  them.  Then  I  started  with  my  company  to  join 
Captain  Seymour  and  his  men.  We  had  to  go  a  quarter  of  a  mile  tlii-ough  the 
little  town  of  Moultrieville  to  reach  the  point  of  embarkation.  It  was  about 
sunset,  the  hour  of  the  siesta,  and  fortunately  the  Charleston  mUitia  were 
taking  then-  afternoon  nap.  We  saw  nobody,  and  soon  reached  a  low 
line  of  sea-wall  under  which  were  hidden  the  boats  in  charge  of  the  three 
engineers,  for  Lieutenants  Snyder  and  Meade  had  been  sent  by  Floyd  to  help 
Captain  Foster  do  the  work  on  the  forts.  The  boats  had  been  used  in  going 
back  and  forward  in  the  work  of  construction,  manned  by  ordinary  work- 
men, who  now  vacated  them  for  our  use.  Lieutenant  Snyder  said  to  me  in  a 
low  tone :  "  Captain,  those  boats  are  for  your  men."  So  saying,  he  started 
with  his  own  party  up  the  coast.  When  my  thirty  men  were  embarked  I 
went  straight  for  Fort  Sumter.  It  was  getting  dusk.  I  made  slow  work  in 
crossing  over,  for  my  men  were  not  expert  oarsmen.  Soon  I  saw  the  lights 
of  the  secession  guard-boat  coming  down  on  us.  I  told  the  men  to  take  off 
theu'  coats  and  cover  up  theu-  muskets,  and  I  threw  my  own  coat  open  to 
conceal  my  buttons.  I  washed  to  give  the  impression  that  it  was  an  officer  in 
charge  of  laborers.  The  guard-ship  stopped  its  paddles  and  inspected  us  in 
the  gathering  darkness,  but  concluded  we  were  all  right  and  passed  on.  My 
party  was  the  fii'st  to  reach  Fort  Sumter. 

We  went  up  the  steps  of  the  wharf  in  the  face  of  an  excited  band  of  seces- 
sion workmen,  some  of  whom  were  ai'med  with  pistols.  One  or  two  Union 
men  among  them  cheered,  but  some  of  the  others  said  angrily :  "  What  are 
these  soldiers  doing  here !  what  is  the  meaning  of  this  ? "  Ordering  my  men 
to  charge  bayonets,  we  di'ove  the  workmen  into  the  center  of  the  fort.  I  took 
possession  of  the  guard-room  commanding  the  main  entrance  and  placed 
sentinels.  Twenty  minutes  after,  Seymoui"  ai'rived  with  the  rest  of  the  men. 
Meantime  Anderson  had  crossed  in  one  of  the  engineer  boats.  As  soon 
as  the  troops  were  all  in  we  fu-ed  a  cannon,  to  give  notice  of  our  arrival 
to  the  quartermaster,  who  had  anchored  at  Fort  Johnson  with  the  schooners 
carrying  the  women  and  chUdi-en.  He  immediately  sailed  up  to  the  wharf 
and  landed  his  passengers  and  stores.  Then  the  workmen  of  secession  sym- 
pathies were  sent  aboard  the  schooners  to  be  taken  ashore. 

Lieutenant  Jefferson  C.  Davis  of  my  company  had  been  left  with  a  rear- 
guard at  Moultrie.  These,  with  Captain  Foster  and  Assistant-Siu'geon  Craw- 
ford, stood  at  loaded  eolumbiads  during  our  passage,  with  orders  to  fu-e  upon 
the  guard-boats  and  sink  them  if  they  tried  to  run  us  down.  On  withdi-aw- 
ing,  the  rear-guard  spiked  the  guns  of  the  fort,  biu'ued  the  gun-carriages  on 
the  front  looking  toward  Sumter,  and  cut  down  the  flag-staff.  Mrs.  Doubleday 
first  took  refuge  at  the  house  of  the  post  sutler,  and  afterward  with  the  family 
of  Chaplain  Harris,  with  whom  she  sought  shelter  behind  the   sand-hills. 
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When  all  was  qiiiet  they  paced  the  beach,  anxiously  watching  Fort  Sumter. 
Finding  that  the  South  CaroUnians  were  ignorant  of  what  had  happened, 
we  sent  the  boats  Ijack  to  procure  additional  supplies.^ 

The  next  morning  Charleston  was  fui-ious.  Messengers  were  sent  out  to 
ring  every  door-bell  and  convey  the  news  to  eveiy  family.  The  governor  sent 
two  or  three  of  his  aides  to  demand  that  we  retui-n  to  Moultrie.  Anderson 
replied  in  my  hearing  that  he  was  a  Southern  man,  but  that  he  had  been 
assigned  to  the  defense  of  Charleston  Harbor,  and  intended  to  defend  it. 

Chaplain  Harris  was  a  spirited  old  man.  He  had  lived  at  Charleston  most 
of  his  life  and  knew  the  South  Carolinians  weU.  He  visited  Foi-t  Sumter  on 
our  first  day  there  and  made  a  prayer  at  the  i-aising  of  the  flag,  after  which 
he  returned  to  his  home  at  Moultrie^alle.  One  day  he  went  to  the  com- 
mander of  Fort  Moultrie  and  said  to  him :  "  "Will  any  impediment  be  put  in 
the  way  of  my  going  over  to  Fort  Sumter  ? "  The  reply  was :  "  Oh,  no,  par- 
sou  ;  I  reckon  we'll  give  you  a  i^ass."  The  chaplain  answered :  "  I  didn't  ask 
you  for  a  pass,  sir.  I  am  a  United  States  officer,  and  will  go  to  any  United 
States  fort  -ndthout  your  permission.  I  asked  you  a  different  question :  whether 
you  woidd  prevent  my  going  by  force."    He  was  not  allowed  to  cross,  after  that. 

We  had  no  light  and  were  obhged  to  proeiu'e  some  if  j^ossible,  for  the  win- 
ter nights  were  long.  There  was  much  money  due  the  workmen  who  had  been 
discharged,  and  the  secessionists  sent  them  over  to  demand  then-  pay.  Mi-s. 
Doubleday  came  in  the  same  boat  with  them,  and  managed  to  shij)  us  a 
box  of  caudles  at  the  same  time ;  she  also  brought  a  bandbox  full  of 
matches.  At  the  same  time  Mrs.  Seymom-  reached  us  stealthily  in  a  boat 
rowed  by  two  httle  boys.  Mi's.  Foster  was  already  there.  Anderson  thought 
there  was  going  to  be  trouble,  so  he  requested  the  ladies  to  return  to  Moulti-ie- 
ville  that  night.  The  next  day  they  went  to  a  Charleston  hotel,  where  they 
were  obliged  to  keep  very  qi;iet  and  have  their  meals  served  privately  in  then- 
rooms.  After  a  day  or  two  they  left  for  the  Xorth,  on  account  of  the  feeling 
in  the  city. 

From  December  !26th  until  April  l"2th  we  busied  ourselves  in  preparing  for 
the  expected  attack,  and  om-  enemies  did  the  same  on  all  sides  of  us.  Ander- 
son apparently  did  not  want  reenforcements,  and  he  shrank  from  ci^Tl  war. 
He  endured  all  kinds  of  hostile  proceedings  on  the  part  of  the  secessionists, 
in  the  hope  that  Congress  would  make  some  compromise  that  wovdd  save 
slavery  and  the  Union  together. 

Soon  after  daylight  on  the  9th  of  January,  ^\-ith  my  glass  I  saw  a  large 
steamer  pass  the  Ijar  and  enter  the  Morris  Island  Channel.  It  was  the  Star 
of  the  West,  with  reenforcements  and  supplies  for  us.  ^Mien  she  came  near 
the  upper  part  of  the  island  the  secessionists  fired  a  shot  at  her.     I  hastened 

J  1  will  give    iiu  ineklent    here   to   show  how  suocessful  trausit  to  Fort  Sumter,  went  back  to 

completely  even  our  own  people  were  deceived  by  Moultrie  in  small  boats  to  procure  additional  sup- 

the    celerity  and    secrecy  of    Major    Anderson's  plies,   Davis  walked  over  to  the  mess.     He  was 

movement.      Lieutenant   Davis   and   some   other  received  very  indignantly  bythe  woman,  forcominjj 

officers  had  a  mess,  which  was  in  charge  of  the  to  supper  when  everything  was  cold.  Nothing  could 

wife  of  one  of  the  soldiers.     She  had  prepared  the  exceed  her  astonishment  when  she  learned  that  the 

evening  meal  as  usual  and  was  amazed   that  no  entire  gjirrison  was  in  Fort  Sumter.    Davis  carried 

one  came  to  eat  it.     When  the  officers,  after  their  her  and  her  pots  and  kettles  back  with  him. 
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to  Major  Anderson's  room,  and  was  ordered  by  Mm  to  have  the  long  roll 
beaten  and  to  post  the  men  at  the  barbette  gnus.  By  the  tune  we  reached 
the  parapet  the  transport  coming  to  oiu-  rehef  had  approached  so  near 
that  Moultrie  opened  fire.  Major  Anderson  would  not  allow  us  to  return 
the  fu-e,  so  the  transport  turned  about  and  steamed  seaward.  Ander- 
son asked  for  an  explanation  of  the  firing  from  Governor  Pickens,  and 
announced  that  he  would  allow  no  vessel  to  pass  within  range  of  the  guns  of 
Sumter  if  the  answer  was  unsatisfactory.  Grovernor  Pickens  replied  that  he 
would  renew  the  fii-ing  under  hke  cii'cumstances.  I  think  Major  Anderson 
had  received  an  intimation  that  the  Star  of  the  West  was  coming,  but  did  not 
believe  it.  He  thought  Greneral  Scott  would  send  a  man-of-war  instead  of  a 
merchant  vessel.  Great  secrecy  was  observed  in  loading  her,  but  the  purpose 
of  the  expedition  got  into  the  newspapers,  and,  of  coiu'se,  was  telegraphed  to 
Charleston.  Bishop  Stevens  of  the  Methodist  Church  stated  in  a  speech 
made  by  him  on  Memorial  Day  in  the  Academy  of  Music,  New  York,  that 
he  aimed  the  first  gam  against  the  Star  of  the  West.  I  aimed  the  first  gun  on 
our  side  in  reply  to  the  attack  on  Fort  Sumter. 

Sui-e  that  we  would  all  be  tasked  to  the  utmost  in  the  coming  conflict,  and 
be  kept  on  the  alert  by  day  and  night,  I  desii'ed  to  get  all  the  sleeji  I  could 
beforehand,  and  lay  down  on  a  cot  bedstead  in  the  magazine  nearest  to 
Monis  Island, —  one  of  the  few  places  that  would  be  shell-proof  when  the  fire 
opened.  About  4  a.  m.  on  the  12th,  Major  Anderson  came  to  me  as  his 
executive  ofiieer,  and  informed  me  that  the  enemy  would  fire  ui^on  us  as  soon 
as  it  was  Ught  enough  to  see  the  fort.  He  said  he  would  not  return  it  until 
it  was  broad  daylight,  the  idea  beiug  that  he  did  not  desire  to  waste  his 
ammunition. 

We  have  not  been  in  the  habit  of  regarding  the  sigTial  shell  fii'ed  from  Fort 
Johnson  as  the  first  gun  of  the  conflict,  although  it  was  undoubtedly  aimed 
at  Fort  Sumter.  Edmund  Ruffin  of  Virginia  is  usually  credited  with  opening 
the  attack  by  fii-ing  the  first  gun  from  the  ii'on-clad  batteiy  on  Morris  Island. 
The  ball  from  that  gam  struck  the  waU  of  the  magazine  where  I  was  lying, 
peneti'ated  the  masonry,  and  burst  very  near  my  head.  As  the  smoke  from 
this  explosion  came  in  thi'ough  the  ventilators  of  the  magazine,  and  as  the 
floor  was  strewn  with  powder  where  the  flannel  cartridges  had  been  filled, 
I  thought  for  a  moment  the  place  was  on  fii-e. 

When  it  was  fully  light  we  took  breakfast  leisui'ely  before  going  to  the 
guns,  oui"  food  consisting  of  pork  and  water. 

The  first  night  after  the  bombardment  we  expected  that  the  naval  vessels 
outside  would  take  advantage  of  the  darkness  to  send  a  fleet  of  boats  with 
reenforcements  of  men  and  supplies  of  provisions,  and  as  it  was  altogether 
probable  that  the  enemy  woidd  also  iinpro\dse  a  fleet  of  small  boats  to  meet 
those  of  the  navy,  it  became  an  interesting  question,  in  case  parties  came  to 
us  in  this  way,  to  decide  whether  we  were  admitting  friends  or  enemies. 
However,  the  night  passed  quietly  away  without  any  demonstration. 

Captain  Chester,  iu  his  paper  which  foUows,  has  omitted  a  fact  that  I  will 
mention.    As  the  fire  against  us  came  from  aU  dkections,  a  shot  from 
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Sullivan's  Island  struck  near  the  lock  of  tke  magazine,  and  bent  the  copper 
door,  so  that  aU  access  to  the  few  cartridges  we  had  there  was  cut  off.  Just 
previous  to  this  the  officers  had  been  engaged,  amid  a  shower  of  shells,  in 
vigorous  efforts  to  cut  away  wood-work  which  was  dangerously  near  the 
magazine. 

After  the  surrender  we  were  allowed  to  salute  oiu*  flag  ^vith  a  hundred 
guns  before  marching  out,  but  it  was  very  dangerous  and  difficult  to  do  so ; 
for,  owing  to  the  recent  conflagTation,  there  were  fii'e  and  sparks  all  aroimd 
the  cannon,  and  it  was  not  easy  to  find  a  safe  place  of  deposit  for  the  car- 
tridges. It  happened  that  some  flakes  of  fire  had  entered  the  miizzle  of  one 
of  the  gims  after  it  was  sponged.  Of  coiu'se,  when  the  gunner  attempted  to 
ram  the  cartridge  down  it  exploded  prematui-ely,  killing  Private  Daniel 
Hough  instantly,  and  setting  fli-e  to  a  pUe  of  cartridges  xmdemeath,  which 
also  exploded,  seriously  wounding  five  men.  Fifty  guns  wei'e  fii'ed  in  the 
salute. 

With  banners  flying,  and  with  di'ums  beating  "Yankee  Dooiile,'"  we 
marched  on  board  the  transport  that  was  to  take  us  to  the  steamship  Baltic, 
which  drew  too  much  water  to  pass  the  bar  and  was  anchored  outside.  We 
were  soon  on  oiu'  way  to  New  York. 

With  the  first  shot  against  Siunter  the  whole  North  became  united.  Mobs 
went  about  New  York  and  made  e^'ery  doubtful  newspaper  and  private  house 
display  the  Stars  and  Stripes.  Wlien  we  reached  that  city  we  had  a  royal 
reception.  The  streets  were  alive  with  banners.  Om*  men  and  oflicei"s  were 
seized  and  forced  to  ride  on  the  shoulders  of  crowds  wild  with  enthusiasm. 
When  we  ijurchased  anj'thing,  merchants  generally  refused  all  comjiensation. 
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Fort  Hamilton,  where  we  were  stationed,  was  besieged  with  visitors,  many  of 
whom  were  among  the  most  highly  distinguished  in  aU  walks  of  life.  The 
Chamber  of  Commex'ce  of  New  York  voted  a  bronze  medal  to  each  officer  and 
soldier  of  the  garrison. 

We  were  soon  called  upon  to  take  an  active  part  in  the  war,  and  the  two 
Sumter  companies  were  sent  under  my  command  to  reenforce  General  Patter- 
son's eolmiin,  which  was  to  serve  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley.  Oui"  march  through 
Pennsylvania  was  a  continuous  ovation.  Flowers,  fruits,  and  delicacies  of  all 
kinds  were  showered  upon  us,  and  the  hearts  of  the  people  seemed  overflow- 
ing with  gratitude  for  the  very  little  we  had  been  able  to  accomplish. 

Major  Anderson  was  made  a  brigadier-general  in  the  regular  army,  and 
assigned  to  command  in  his  native  State,  Kentucky ;  but  his  system  had  been 
undermined  by  his  great  responsibihties ;  he  was  threatened  with  softening 
of  the  brain,  and  was  obUged  to  retu'e  from  active  service.  The  other  officers 
were  engaged  in  battles  and  skirmishes  in  many  parts  of  the  field  of  war. 
Anderson,  Foster,  Seymoiu-,  Crawford,  Davis,  and  myself  became  major- 
generals  of  volunteers.  Norman  J.  Hall,  who  rendered  brilliant  service  at 
Gettysburg,  became  a  colonel,  and  would  doubtless  have  risen  higher  had  he 
not  been  compelled  by  ill  health  to  retke.  Talbot  became  an  assistant 
adjutant-general  with  the  rank  of  captain,  but  died  before  the  war  had  fairly 
begun.  He  was  not  with  us  during  the  bombardment,  as  he  had  been  sent  as 
a  special  messenger  to  Washington  with  dispatches.  Lieutenant  Snyder  of 
the  engineers,  a  most  promising  young  officer,  also  died  at  the  very  com- 
mencement of  hostilities. 

Only  one  of  oiir  number  left  us  and  joined  the  Confederacy, — Lieutenant 
R.  K.  Meade  of  the  engineers,  a  Virginian.     His  death  occurred  soon  after. 


MAJOR    ANDERSON'S    MEN    CROSSING    IN    BOATS    TO    FORT    SDMTER.      FROM    A    WAR-TIME    SKETCH. 
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INSIDE   SUMTER   IN   '6i. 

BY  JAMES   CHESTER,   CAPTAIN  THIRD  ARTILLERY.  U.  S.  A. 

TOWARD  the  close  of  1860,  the  national  defenses  of  Charleston  Hai'bor, 
consisting  of  Castle  Pinckney,  Fort  Moultiie,  and  Fort  Sumter,  were 
garrisoned  by  an  aiTny  of  65  men  instead  of  the  1050  men  that  were  required. 
Fort  Moultrie  alone,  where  the  65  soldiers  were  stationed,  requii-ed  300  men 
for  its  defense,  and  Fort  Sumter,  to  which  they  were  ultimately  transfeiTed, 
was  designed  for  a  gariison  of  650. 

Fort  Moultrie,  at  the  time  of  which  we  wi-ite,  was  considered  a  rather  plea.s- 
ant  station,  Sulhvan's  Island  being  a  favorite  summer  resort.  Many  of  the 
wealthy  citizens  of  Charleston  had  theii-  siimmer  residences  there,  and  indeed 
some  of  them  lived  there  all  the  year  round.  There  was  a  large  summer  hotel 
on  the  beach  half-way  up  the  island,  and  a  horse  railway  connected  the  steam- 
boat wharf  and  the  hotel.  The  military  reservation  stretched  across  the  island 
from  the  front  to  the  back  beach,  like  a  waistbelt  of  moderate  width,  and 
the  fort  looked  like  a  big  l)uckle  at  the  front  end.  It  was  a  1>rick  stractm-e, 
or  I'ather  an  earthen  structure  revetted  with  brick.  It  was  liastioned  on  the 
land  side,  and  had  a  scarp  wall  perhaps  fifteen  feet  high  ;  Vnit  the  sand  had 
drifted  against  it  at  some  points  so  as  almost  to  bm'y  its  masomy.  With 
its  f uU  complement  of  men  it  could  hardly  have  lieen  held  against  a  numerous 
and  enterprising  enemy,  and  with  65  men  it  was  plainly  untenable. 

This  garrison  consisted  of  two  skeleton  companies  and  the  regimental  band 
of  the  1st  Artniery.  They  had  occupied  the  fort  since  1S57,  and  were  fairly 
weU  acquainted  in  the  neighborhood.  Indeed,  several  of  the  men  had  been 
enlisted  at  the  post,  and  were  native  Carolinians.  As  the  political  pot  began 
to  boil  toward  the  close  of  1860  and  secession  was  openly  discussed,  the  social 
position  of  the  garrison  became  anomalous.  Army  officers  had  always  been 
favorites  in  the  South ;  and  as  they  were  discreet  and  agreeable,  it  is  not  sur- 
prising, perhaps,  that  their  society  continued  to  be  sought  after,  even  liy  the 
most  outspoken  secessionists,  up  to  the  actual  commencement  of  hostilities. 
But  enlisted  men,  even  in  the  South,  were  social  oi;tcasts.  It  was  rather  sm*- 
prising,  therefore,  to  find  them  receiving  attentions  froni  oiviUaus.  But  the 
fact  is  that  the  soldiers  of  the  army  were  never  before  treated  with  such 
consideration  in  the  Soiith  as  on  the  eve  of  the  rebelUon.  -j^     The  secession- 

•^  An  amusing  incident  whioh  illustrates  this  always  jieonliar.  It  oould  hardly  be  said  that 
occurred  during  the  election  exeitement  in  Novem-  there  were  two  parties,  but  there  srenerally  were 
ber,    1860.    Elections   in   South   Carolina   were     two  candidates  for  every  office  in  the  State.    In 
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ists  were  determined  to  have  tlie  fort,  and  they  wanted  to  get  it  without 
bloodshed.  They  had  failed  with  the  commissioned  officers,  and  they  had 
no  better  success  with  the  soldiers :  every  enlisted  man  remained  faithful 
to  the  Union. 

The  old  commander  of  Fort  Moultrie,  Colonel  John  L.  Gardner,  was 
removed;  the  new  one,  Major  Robert  Anderson  of  Kentucky,  arrived  on 
November  21st.  As  a  Southern  man,  he  was  exjjeeted  to  be  reasonable.  If  he 
had  scruples  upon  the  question  of  qualified  allegiance,  he  might  surrender 
on  demand,  on  jjui-ely  professional  gToimds.  No  one  doubted  Major  Ander- 
son's professional  abUity,  and  of  coui'se  he  could  see  the  hopelessness  of 
his  situation  at  Moultrie.  Moreover,  he  was  a  humane  man,  and  would  be 
unwiUing  to  shed  blood  needlessly.  But  his  actions  clearly  indicated  that  he 
would  not  surrender  on  demand.  He  continued  defensive  preparations  with 
as  much  energy  and  zeal  as  his  predecessor,  and  manifestly  meant  to  fight. 
This  was  very  discoui-aging  to  the  preachers  of  bloodless  secession,  and  when 
he  transferred  his  command  to  Sumter  theii'  occupation  was  completely  gone. 
Nothing  but  war  would  now  get  him  out.  Hence  the  efforts  to  get  him 
ordered  back  again  by  President  Buchanan — efforts  which  almost  succeeded. 

The  transfer  of  Major  Anderson's  command  from  Moultrie  to  Srmiter  was 
neatly  executed  early  in  the  evening  of  December  26th,  1860.  It  was  a  few 
minutes  after  sunset  when  the  trooj^s  left  Moultrie ;  the  short  twilight  was 
about  over  when  they  reached  the  boats;  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes  more  car- 
ried them  to  Siunter,  The  workmen  had  just  settled  down  to  an  evening's 
enjoyment  when  armed  men  at  the  door  startled  them.  There  was  no  par- 
leying, no  exi^laining ;  nothing  but  stern  commands,  silent  astonishment,  and 
prompt  obedience.  The  workmen  were  on  the  wharf,  outside  the  fort,  before 
they  were  certain  whether  theu-  captors  were  secessionists  or  Yankees. 

Meantime  the  newly  arrived  troops  were  busy  enough.  Guards  were 
posted,  embrasui'es  seem-ed,  and,  as  far  as  pi'actiealjle,  the  place  was  put  in 
a  defensible  condition  against  any  storming-party  which  chagrin  might  diive 
the  guard-boat  people  to  send  against  it.  Such  an  attempt  was  perfectly 
feasible.     The  night  was  very  dark ;  the  soldiers  were  on  unknown  ground 

sueh  eases  the  candidates  would  each  give  a  barbe-  had  had  his  eyes  on  the  fragment  of  ham  for  some 

cue  or  feast  of  some  kind  to  the  voters,  at  which  time,  deliberately  mounted  the  table  at  the  lower 

stump   speeches  were   delivered  in   a   somewhat  end,  and  carefully  picking  his  steps  among  the 

tiorid  style.     The  whole  body  of  voters  attended  dishes,  walked  to  the  chairman's  end,  picked  up 

both  entertainments,  and  it  is  to  be  feared  decided  the  coveted  fragment,  and  started  on  the  return 

rather  upon  the  merits  of  the  feast  than  the  fitness  trip.     The  audacity  of  the  man  stunned  the  audi- 

of  the  candidate.  At  one  of  these  entertainments  on  enee  for  a  moment,  but  indignation  soon  got  the 

Sullivan's  Island,  the  regimental  band  attended, —  better  of  astonishment,  and  the   soldier  was  in 

hii-ed  as  an  attraction, — and  such  soldiers  as  were  some  danger  of  rough  treatment.  But  the  chairman 

on  pass  gathered  around  the  outskirts  of  the  crowd  had  his  revolver  out  in  a  second,  and  holding  it 

which  surrounded  the  open-air  supper  table.    The  aloft  proclaimed:   "I'll  shoot  the  first  man  who 

supper  was  over,  and  the   speaking  had  begun,  interferes  with   that   soldier."    And   the   soldier 

Everything  eatable  had  been  devoured  except  a  carried    off    the   fragment.      Of    course   he    was 

remnant  of  ham  which  rested  on  a  platter  in  front  drunk;  but  he  could  not  have  done  the  same  thing 

of  the  chairman  —  who  perhaps  was  also  the  can-  without   a  drubbing  in  1859.     This   anecdote  — 

didate  —  atone  end  of  the  long  table.  The  chairman  and  others  might  be  related  —  indicates  the  policy 

was  speaking,  and  the  audience  was  enthusiastic,  and  perhaps  the   expectations   of  the  secession- 

A  storm  of  applause  had  just  broken  out  at  some-  ists  in  connection  with  the  soldiers  of  Fort  Monl- 

thing  the  speaker  had  said,  when  a  soldier,  who  trie. —  J.  C. 
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and  could  not  find  theii*  way  about  readily ;  many  of  the  embrasures  could 
not  be  closed ;  and  there  were  at  least  a  himfhed  willing  guides  and  helpei-s 
aheady  on  the  wharf  and  in  a  fine  frame  of  mind  for  such  work.  But  nothing 
was  attempted,  and  when  the  soldiers  felt  themselves  in  a  position  to  repel 
any  attempt  against  them  that  night,  two  guns  were  fii'ed  as  a  signal  to 
friends  that  the  occupation  had  been  successfully  accomplished,  and  that  they 
might  proceed  with  their  part  of  the  progi'amme.  This  was  the  fu-st  intima- 
tion the  guard-boat  people  had  of  the  ti-ansfer;  and,  indeed,  it  told  them 
nothing,  except  that  some  soldiers  must  have  got  into  Siunter.  But  they 
blew  theu'  alami- whistle  all  the  same,  and  burned  blue-hghts ;  signal-rockets 
were  sent  up  from  various  points,  and  there  was  gi-eat  excitement  eveiywhere 
in  the  harbor  until  morning. 

When  th(?  signal-guns  were  fii'ed,  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  two  schooners 
which  had  carried  provisions  and  ammunition  to  Fort  Johnson  (uud<^r  the 
pretense  that  they  were  subsistence  for  the  women  and  chilchvn,  whom  he  had 
also  carried  there  as  a  cloak)  cast  loose  his  lines  and  made  all  speed  for 
Sumter,  and  the  old  sergeant  who  had  been  left  in  Moultrie  for  the  pui'pose 
set  tu"e  to  the  combustibles  which  had  been  heaped  around  the  gim-carriages, 
while  another  man  sj^iked  the  guns.  The  gan'ison  from  the  ramparts  of  its 
new  nest  gi'imly  approved  of  the  destraetion  of  the  old  one. 

At  dawn  of  December  27th  the  men  were  up  and  ready  for  any  emergency; 
indeed,  most  of  them  had  been  up  all  night.  Captain  Foster  had  1  leen  si:>i^- 
cially  busy  with  his  former  employees.  Among  them  he  foimd  several  loyal 
men,  and  also  some  doubtful  ones  who  were  willing  to  share  the  fortunes 
of  the  garrison.  These  constituted  an  acceptable  addition  to  oiu-  work- 
ing strength,  although  those  classed  as  doubtful  would  have  been  an  ele- 
ment of  weakness  in  case  of  a  fight.  However,  they  did  much  good  work 
before  hostilities  began,  and  the  worst  ones  were  weeded  out  before  we  were 
closely  invested.  Those  who  remained  to  the  end  were  excellent  men.  They 
endm-ed  the  hardships  of  the  siege  and  the  dangers  of  the  bombardment  without 
a  miu-mui*,  and  left  Sumter  with  the  garrison  —  one  of  them,  John  Swearer, 
severely  wounded  —  with  little  besides  the  clothes  they  stood  in.  Tlun-  were 
the  first  volunteers  for  the  Union,  luit  were  barred  from  the  benefits  secm-ed 
by  legislation  for  the  national  soldiers,  having  never  been  "  mustered  in.'' 

Fort  Sumter  was  unfinished,  and  the  interior  was  filled  with  buildmg 
materials,  guns,  carriages,  shot,  sheU,  denicks,  timbers,  Idoeks  and  tat-kle, 
and  coils  of  rope  in  great  confusion.  Few  guns  were  mounted,  and  these 
few  were  chiefly  on  the  lowest  tier.  The  work  was  intended  for  three  tiei-s 
of  guns,  but  the  embrasiu-es  of  the  second  tier  were  incomplete,  and  guns 
could  be  mounted  on  the  first  and  third  tiers  only. 

The  complete  armauient  of  the  work  had  not  yet  arrived,  but  there  were 
more  gims  on  hand  than  we  could  mount  or  man.  The  first  thing  to  be  con- 
sidered was  immediate  defense.  The  possibility  of  a  sudden  dash  by  the 
enemy,  under  cover  of  darkness  and  giiided  by  the  discharged  workmen  tlien 
in  Charleston,  demanded  instant  attention.  It  was  impossible  to  sjiread  O.") 
men  over  ground  intended  for  650,  so  some  of  the  embrasures  had  to  be 
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bricked  up.  Selecting  those,  therefore,  essential  to  artillery  defense,  and 
mounting  gxins  in  them,  Anderson  closed  the  rest.  This  was  the  work  of 
many  days ;  but  we  were  in  no  immediate  danger  of  an  artillery  attack.  The 
armament  of  Moultrie  was  destroyed ;  its  gTins  were  spiked,  and  their  car- 
riages biu-ned ;  and  it  would  take  a  longer  time  to  put  them  in  condition  than 
it  would  to  mount  the  guns  of  Sumter. 

On  the  parade  were  quantities  of  flag-stones  standing  on  end  in 
masses  and  columns  everywhere.  We  dared  not  leave  them  where  they 
were,  even  if  they  had  not 
been  in  the  way,  because 
mortar  shells  bm-stiug 
among  them  would  have 
made  the  very  bomb-proofs 
untenable.  A  happy  idea 
occurred  to  some  one  in  au- 
thority, and  the  flag-stones 
were  arranged  two  tiers 
high  in  front  of  the  case- 
mates, and  just  under  the 
arches,  thus  partly  closing 
the  casemates  and  making 
excellent  sphnter-proofs. 
This  arrangement,  no  doubt, 
saved  the  garrison  from  many  wounds  similar  to  that  inflicted  on  John 
Swearer,  for  it  was  in  passing  an  opening  unprotected  by  the  screen  that 
he  was  struck  by  a  fragment  of  shell. 

Moving  such  immense  quantities  of  material,  mounting  guns,  distributing 
shot,  and  bricking  up  embrasures  kept  us  busy  for  many  weeks.  But  order 
was  coming  out  of  chaos  every  day,  and  the  soldiers  began  to  feel  that  they 
were  a  match  for  theii'  adversaries.  Still,  they  could  not  shut  their  eyes  to 
the  fact  that  formidable  works  were  growing  up  aromid  them.  The  seces- 
sionists were  busy  too,  and  they  had  the  advantage  of  unlimited  labor  and 
material.  Fort  Moultrie  had  its  armament  again  in  position,  and  was  receiv- 
ing the  framework  of  logs  which  formed  the  foundation  for  its  sandbag  bomb- 
proofs.  The  Stevens'  Point  floating  batteiy  was  being  made  impregnable  by 
an  overcoat  of  raih'oad  iron ;  and  batteries  on  Morris,  James,  and  Sullivan's 
islands  were  approaching  completion.  But  om-  preparations  were  more 
advanced  than  theirs ;  and  if  we  had  Ijeeu  permitted  to  open  on  them  at 
this  time,  the  bombardment  of  Sumter  would  have  had  a  very  different  ter- 
mination.    But  oui-  hands  were  tied  by  policy  and  instructions. 

The  heaviest  guns  in  Sumter  were  three  ten-inch  columbiads — considered 
very  big  guns  in  those  days.  They  weighed  fifteen  thousand  pounds  each, 
and  were  intended  for  the  gorge  and  salient  angles  of  the  work.  We  found 
them  skidded  on  the  parade  ground.  Besides  these  there  was  a  large  number 
of  eight-inch  columbiads — more  than  we  could  mount  or  man — and  a  full 
supply  of  42,  32,  and  24-pounders,  and  some  eight-inch  sea-coast  howitzers. 
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There  was  an  ample  supply  of  shot  aud  shell,  and  plenty  of  powder  in  the 
magazines,  but  friction  piimers  were  not  abundant  and  cartiidge-bags  were 
scarce.  The  scarcity  of  cartridge-bags  di-ove  us  to  some  sti-ange  makeshifts. 
During  the  bombardment  several  tailors  were  kept  busy  making  cartiidge- 
bags  out  of  soldiers'  flannel  shirts,  and  we 
fired  away  several  dozen  pairs  of  woolen 
socks  belonging  to  Major  Anderson.  In  the 
matter  of  friction  primers  strict  economy 
had  to  be  observed,  as  we  had  no  means  of 
improvising  a  substitute. 

Our  first  efforts  in  pi-eparation  were  di- 
rected toward  mounting  the  necessary  guns 
on  the  lowest  tier.  These  consisted  of  42  and 
32-pounders,  and  as  the  necessary  trucks, 
gins,  and  tackle  were  on  hand,  the  work 
went  on  rapidly.  The  men  were  in  fine  con- 
dition and  as  yet  weU  fed;  besides,  they 
had  the  assistance  of  the  engineer  workmen, 
who  soon  became  experts  at  this  kind  of  work.  Meantime  a  party  of 
mechanics  were  maMug  the  main  gate  secm*e.  This  was  situated  at  the 
middle  of  the  gorge  or  base  of  the  pentagon  (the  trace  of  the  work  was  pen- 
tagonal), which  was  also  the  south-west  side.  It  was  closed  by  two  heavy 
iron-studded  gates,  the  outer  a  folding  pan-,  and  the  inner  aiTanged  on 
pulleys,  so  that  it  could  be  raised  or  lowered  at  wih.  It  was  clear  that  the 
enemy,  if  he  meant  to  bombard  us,  would  erect  batteries  on  Morris  Island, 
and  thus  would  be  able  to  deliver  an  oblique  fire  on  the  gate  sufficient  to 
demolish  it  in  a  very  few  minutes.  The  gate  once  demohshed,  a  night 
assault  would  become  practicable. 

To  meet  this  possible  emergency  the  main  enti-ance  was  closed  by  a  sub- 
stantial brick  wall,  with  a  man-hole  in  the  middle  two  feet  wide  and  opposite 
to  the  man-hole  in  the  gate.  This  waU  was  aboiit  six  feet  high,  and  to  increase 
the  security  and  sweep  the  wharf,  an  eight-inch  sea-coast  howitzer  was 
mounted  on  its  upper  carriage  without  any  chassis,  so  as  to  fire  through  the 
man-hole.  The  howitzer  was  kejit  loaded  with  double  canister.  To  induce 
the  belief  that  the  folding  gates  were  om*  sole  dependence  at  this  point,  their 
outer  siu'face  was  covered  with  u-on. 

The  lovt^er  tier  of  guns  being  moimted,  the  more  difficult  operation  of  send- 
ing guns  up  to  the  third  tier  began.  The  terre-plein  of  the  work  was  about 
fifty  feet  above  parade  level, —  a  considerable  hoist, —  but  a  pah-  of  sheai-s  being 
already  in  position,  and  oiu*  tackle  equal  to  the  weight  of  eight-inch  colum- 
biads,  the  work  went  on  amidst  much  good  humor  imtil  all  the  guns  of  that 
caliber  were  in  position. 

We  had  now  reached  a  problem  more  ditficult  to  solve,  namely,  sending  up 
our  ten-inch  columbiads.  "\Ye  were  extremely  desiroiis  to  have  them — or  at 
least  two  of  them — on  the  upper  tier.  They  were  more  powerful  guns  than 
any  the  enemy  had  at  that  time,  and  the  only  ones  in  our  possession  capable 
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of  smashmg  the  iron-clad  defenses  which  might  be  constructed  against  us. 
We  had  rumors  that  an  ii-on-clad  floating  battery  was  being  built  in  Charles- 
ton, which  the  enemy  proposed  to  anchor  in  some  convenient  position  so  as 
to  breach  Sumter  at  his  leism-e.  We  had  no  faith  in  the  penetrating  power 
of  the  eight-inch  guns,  and  if  we  wished  to  demolish  this  floating  adversary, 
it  was  necessary  that  the  ten-inch  g-uns  should  be  mounted.  Besides,  an  iron- 
clad battery  was  well  on  the  road  to  completion  at  Cumming's  Point  (twelve 
hundred  yards  from  the  weakest  side  of  Sumter),  which,  from  what  we  could 
see  of  it,  would  be  impervious  to  any  less  powerful  gun. 

There  was  in  the  fort  a  large  coil  of  very  heavy  rope,  new,  and  strong 
enough  to  sustain  fifteen  thousand  pounds,  but  some  of  the  doubtful  work- 
men had  cut  several  strands  of  it  at  various  points  on  the  outside  of  the  coil ; 
at  least  we  could  account  in  no  other  way  for  the  damage.  Besides,  we  had 
no  lilocks  large  enough  to  receive  the  rope  even  if  it  had  been  uninjured. 
The  rope  was  uncoiled  and  examined.  The  portion  on  the  inner  side  of  the 
coil  was  found  uninjured,  and  a  few  splices  gave  rope  enough  for  a  triple 
tackle  sixty  feet  long.  The  improvisation  of  blocks  of  sufficient  size  and 
strength  now  became  the  sole  remaining  difficulty,  and  it  was  overcome  in 
this  way :  the  gun-carriages  of  those  days  were  made  of  well-seasoned  oak, 
and  one  of  them  was  cut  up  and  the  material  used  for  the  construction  of 
blocks.  When  the  blocks  were  finished  the  iron-clad  battery  was  shorn  of 
half  its  terrors. 

The  tackle  thus  improvised  was  rigged  on  the  shears,  the  first  gun  was 
roUed  into  position  for  hoisting,  the  sling  was  attached,  and  the  windlass  was 
manned.  After  carefully  inspecting  every  knot  and  lashing,  the  officer  in 
charge  gave  the  word,  "  Heave  away,"  and  the  men  bent  to  their  work  steadily 
and  earnestly,  feeling,  no  doubt,  that  the  battle  with  the  iron-clad  had  really 
begun.  Every  eye  watched  the  ropes  as  they  began  to  take  the  strain,  and 
when  the  gun  had  fairly  left  the  skids,  and  there  was  no  accident,  the  song 
which  anxiety  had  suspended  was  resumed,  all  hands  joining  in  the  chorus, 
"  On  the  plains  of  Mexico,"  with  a  sonorous  heartiness  that  might  weU  have 
been  heard  at  Fort  Moultrie.  The  gun  made  the  vertical  passage  of  fifty  feet 
successfully,  and  was  safely  landed  on  the  terre-plein.  The  chassis  and 
carriage  were  then  sent  up,  transported  to  the  proper  emplacement,  and  put 
in  position,  and  the  gun  was  mounted. 

The  ten-inch  columbiad  threw  a  shot  weighing  one  hundi'ed  and  twenty-eight 
pounds,  and  it  was  now  necessary  that  a  suj^ply  of  such  shot  should  be  raised. 
Of  course,  they  could  have  been  sent  up  at  the  derrick,  but  that  would  have  been 
a  slow  process,  and,  moreover,  it  would  have  required  the  derrick  and  the  men, 
when  they  were  needed  for  other  work.  So  after  retreat  roll-call,  when  the 
day's  work  was  over,  the  men  were  bantered  by  some  designing  sergeant  as  to 
their  abihty  to  carry  a  ten-inch  shot  up  the  stairway.  Some  of  the  soldiers,  full 
of  confidence  and  energy,  shouldered  a  shot  each  and  started.  They  accom- 
plished the  feat,  and  the  less  confident,  unwilling  to  be  outdone  by  comrades  no 
bigger  than  themselves,  shouldered  a  shot  each  and  made  the  passage.  In  a  few 
minutes  sixty  shot  were  deposited  near  the  gun ;  and  it  became  the  custom  to 
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cany  up  a  ten-inch  shot  after  retreat — jast  for  fun — as  long  as  there  were 
any  to  caiTy. 

These  trivial  incidents  serve  to  show  the  spuit  and  humor  of  the  men 
better  than  any  description.  There  never  was  a  happier  or  more  contented 
set  of  men  in  any  garrison  than  the  Sumter  soldiers.  There  was  no  sulkiness 
among  them,  and  no  gi-umbling  imtil  they  had  to  ti'y  their  teeth  on  spun 
yarn  as  a  substitute  for  tobacco.  This  occurred  long  before  the  ration  was 
reduced,  and  it  produced  some  of  the  loudest  gi'umbling  ever  listened  to. 

The  second  ten-inch  columbiad  was  less  fortunate  than  its  fellow.  It 
reached  the  level  of  the  terre-pleiu  without  accident,  but  almost  at  the  fii"st 
haul  on  the  watch  tackle  to  swing  it  in,  it  broke  away  and  fell  with  a  dull 
thud.  There  was  no  mu-th  in  the  faces  of  the  men  at  the  watch  tackle  as 
they  looked  over  the  edge  of  the  parade  wall  to  see  how  many  of  the  men  at 
the  windlass  were  left.  The  gmi  had  descended,  breech  fu-st,  like  a  bolt  fi'om 
a  catapult,  and  had  buried  itself  in  the  sand  up  to  the  ti'unnions ;  but  beyond 
breaking  the  transoms  of  the  derrick,  no  damage  was  done.  The  cause  of 
the  accident  was  easily  discovered.  The  amateur  l)lock-maker,  rmwilling  to 
weaken  the  blocks  by  too  much  trimming,  had  left  theii"  upper  edges  too 
sharp,  and  the  strap  of  the  upper  Ijlock  had  been  cut  in  consequence.  In  four 
days  the  derrick  was  repaii'ed,  and  the  gnu  safely  landed  on  the  teiTe-plein. 

The  third  ten-inch  colimibiad  was  not  sent  up.  It  was  mounted  as  a  mortar 
on  the  parade,  for  the  pui'pose  of  shelling  Charleston  shordd  that  become 
advisable.  A  mortar  platform  ah-eady  existed  there.  A  ten-inch  top  caiiiage 
was  placed  on  it  and  the  gun  mounted  pointing  toward  the  city. 

A  laughable  incident  occurred  in  connection  with  this  gim  soon  after  it 
was  mounted.  Some  of  the  officers  were  anxious  to  try  how  it  would  work, 
and  perhaps  to  see  how  true  its  alignment  was,  and  to  advertise  to  the  enemy 
the  fact  that  we  had  at  least  one  formidable  mortar  in  Fort  Sumter.  At  any 
rate  they  obtained  permission  from  Major  Anderson  to  try  the  gmi  with  a 
"  very  small  charge."  So,  one  afternoon  the  gun  was  loaded  with  a  blind 
shell,  and  what  was  considered  a  "  very  small  charge  "  of  powder.  The  regu- 
lation charge  for  the  gun,  as  a  gun,  was  eighteen  poimds.  On  this  occasion  two 
pounds  only  were  used.  It  was  not  expected  that  the  shell  would  be  thi-owu  over 
a  thousand  yards,  and  as  the  bay  was  clear  no  danger  was  anticipated.  Everj-- 
thing  being  in  readiness,  the  gun  was  fired,  and  the  eyes  of  the  garrison 
followed  the  shell  as  it  described  its  graceful  ciu've  in  the  direction  of  the 
city.  Bj'  the  time  it  reached  the  summit  of  its  trajectory,  the  fact  that  the 
charge  used  was  not  a  "  very  small"  one  for  the  gun  fired  as  a  mortar  became 
painfully  apparent  to  every  observer,  and  fears  were  entertained  by  some 
that  th(>  shell  woi;ld  reach  the  city,  or  at  least  the  shipping  near  the  wharves. 
But  fortunately  it  fell  short,  and  did  no  damage  beyond  scaring  the  seces- 
sionist guard-l)oat  then  lea\'ing  the  wharf  for  her  nightly  post  of  observation. 
The  guard-boat  put  back  and  Sumter  was  Aisited  by  a  flag  of  truce,  perhaps 
to  find  out  the  meaning  of  om*  performance.  No  doubt  the  explanations 
given  were  satisfactory.  No  more  exiterimonts  for  range  were  tried  with  that 
gun,  but  we  knew  that  Charleston  was  within  range. 
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Although  the  full  armament  of  Sumter  was  not  ou  haud,  there  were  many 
more  guns  than  places  to  put  them.  This  resulted  from  the  fact  that 
no  guns  were  mounted  on  the  second  tier,  and  because  many  embrasures  on 
the  first  tier  were  bricked  up.  There  were  fom-  unplaced  eight-inch  colum- 
biads  after  the  fort  had  been  satisfactoiily  garnished  with  guns.  But  we 
were  entu-ely  without  mortars.  Perhaps  this  serious  defect  in  oiu-  armament, 
and  perhaps  om-  success  with  the  ten-inch  g-un  mounted  as  a  mortar,  induced 
Major  Anderson  to  mount  his  extra  eight-inch  guns  in  that  way.  Morris 
Island,  twelve  hun- 
di'ed  yards  away,  was 
the  nearest  terra 
firma  to  Fort  Sumter, 
and  there  the  enemy 
would  plant  his  most 
important  batteries. 
The  more  searching 
and  severe  the  fii-e 
that  could  be  brought 
to  bear  upon  that 
island,  therefore,  the 
better.  So  the  foiu- 
extra  coliuubiads 
were  mounted  as 
mortars  to  fire  in 
that  dil-ection.  We 
had  no  carriages  for 
the  guns  and  no  plat- 
forms. So  a  trench 
was  dug  in  the  parade  at  right  angles  to  the  proposed  line  of  fire.  A  heavy 
timber  was  then  embedded  in  the  sand  at  the  bottom  of  the  trench,  and 
another  on  the  Monis  Island  side  of  it,  in  such  a  way  that  a  gun  resting  on 
the  one  and  leaning  on  the  other  would  be  supported  at  an  angle  of  forty- 
five  degrees.  The  guns  were  then  placed  in  notches  at  equal  intervals  along 
the  trench.  We  had  no  oj^portunity  to  try  this  novel  mortar  battery,  but 
everj'body  was  satisfied  that  it  could  have  done  good  ser\T.ce. 

It  was  expected  that  the  walls  of  Fort  Sumter  would  be  able  to  withstand 
the  guns  which  we  knew  the  enemy  possessed,  but  we  did  not  anticipate 
importations  from  abroad.  During  the  bombardment  a  Whitwoi'th  gun  of 
small  caliber,  just  received  from  England,  was  mounted  in  one  of  the  Morris 
Island  batteries,  and  in  a  few  rounds  demonstrated  its  ability  to  breach  the 
work.  Fortunately  its  supply  of  ammunition  was  limited,  and  the  fire  stopped 
short  of  an  actual  breach.  But  a  few  hours  more  of  that  Wliitworth  12- 
pounder  would  have  knocked  a  hole  in  oiu'  defenses. 

A  breach  was  not  dreaded  by  the  ganison,  for,  weak  as  it  was,  it  could  have 
given  a  good  account  of  itself  defending  a  breach.  The  greatest  danger  was  a 
simultaneous  attack  on  all  sides.     Sixty-four  men  could  not  be  made  veiy 
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effective  at  a  dozen  clifferent  points.  Ttie  possibility  of  the  enemy,  under 
cover  of  darkness,  getting  a  foothold  in  force  on  the  naiTOw  bit  of  riprapping 
between  tide-water  and  the  foundation  of  the  scai-p  was  ever  present  in 
our  minds. 

The  most  likely  place  to  land  was  the  wharf,  a  stone  sti-uctui'e  in  front  of 
the  main  entrance.  There  an  assaulting  column  might  be  formed  and  the 
main  gate  stonned,  while  the  bulk  of  the  ganison  was  defending  the  embra- 
sures. To  checkmate  any  such  attempt,  means  of  blowing  the  wharf  out  of 
existence  were  devised.  Two  five-gallon  demijohns  filled  with  powder  were 
planted  as  mines,  well  imder  the  wharf  pavement,  in  such  a  way  as  to  insure 
the  total  demolition  of  the  structiu'e  by  then-  explosion.  These  mines  were 
arranged  so  that  both  should  explode  at  the  same  instant.  The  means  of  firing 
were  twofold :  first,  a  powder-hose  leading  from  the  mines  through  a  wooden 
trough  buried  under  the  jjavement,  and  terminating  in  a  diy  well  just  inside 
the  gate ;  second,  a  long  lanyard  connected  with  friction  piimers  inserted  in 
the  corks  of  the  powder  demijohns,  and  extending  through  the  trough  into  the 
well,  whence  it  branched  like  a  bell  wire  to  convenient  points  inside  the  fort. 

Another  place  offering  special  advantages  to  a  storming  party  was  the 
esplanade.  This  was  a  broad  promenade  extending  the  whole  length  of  the 
gorge  wall  on  the  outside,  and  paved  with  immense  blocks  of  dressed  gi'anite. 
As  Fort  Sumter  was  not  designed  to  resist  attack  Ijy  stonn,  the  esplanade 
was  unswept  by  any  fii-e.  To  remedy  this  defect  the  stone  fougasse  was 
resorted  to.  To  the  uninitiated  the  "  fougasse "  looked  like  a  haimless  pile 
of  stones  resting  against  the  scarp  wall.  The  only  thing  that  would  be  likely 
to  attract  his  attention  was  the  bin-like  inclosui-e  of  solid  masonry  open  at 
the  outer  side,  which  looked  Uke  an  immense  dust-pan,  and  which  he  might 
think  was  a  rather  elaborate  arrangement  to  hold  merely  a  pile  of  stones 
together.  There  was  nothing  to  indicate  that  beneath  the  stones,  in  the  angle 
close  to  the  scarp  wall,  a  magazine  of  gimpowder  lay  concealed,  and  that 
behind  were  arrangements  for  firing  it  from  the  inside  of  the  works.  These 
harmless-looking  piles  of  stones  were  mines  of  the  deadliest  kind.  In  addi- 
tion, two  eight-inch  sea-coast  howitzers  were  mounted  on  their  upper  carriages 
only,  and  placed  in  front  of  the  main  entrance,  pointing  to  the  right  and  left 
so  as  to  sweep  the  esplanade. 

The  possibility  of  a  hostile  landing  on  the  narrow  strip  of  riprapping 
between  the  scarp  wall  and  tide-water  still  remained  to  be  pro^ided  for. 
Before  secondary  defenses  were  constructed,  this  was  a  continuous  dead  space 
on  which  a  thousand  men  could  have  found  a  safe  lodgment  perfectly  screened 
from  fir(>  and  oliservation.  The  danger  from  such  a  lodgment  was,  that  from 
it  all  our  emlirasures  could  have  been  assaulted  at  the  same  time.  It  was 
all-important,  therefore,  that  the  entrance  by  an  embrasure  should  be  made  as 
difficult  as  possible.  The  ledge  of  riprapping  was  little  more  than  four  feet 
below  the  sills  of  the  embrasures,  and  there  would  have  been  no  difticulty  in 
stepping  in,  if  the  two  or  three  guards  inside  were  disposed  of.  This  fact  was 
well  kao"wn  to  the  enemy,  and  we  felt  certain  that,  if  he  decided  to  attempt  an 
assault  in  this  way,  he  would  consider  scaling-ladders  unnecessary.     In  order 
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to  disappoint  him,  therefore,  we  removed  the  riprapping  in  front  of  each 
embrasure  to  the  depth  of  four  or  five  feet,  rolling  the  large  stones  into  the 
water.     This  gave  a  height  of  eight  or  nine  feet  to  the  embrasure  sills. 

Machicoulis  galleries  were  also  erected  on  all  the  flanks  and  faces  of  the 
work.  The  machicoulis  when  completed  looked  like  an  immense  dry -goods 
box,  set  upon  the  parapet  so  as  to  project  over  the  wall  some  three  or  foui* 
feet.  The  beams  upon  which  it  rested  extended  inward  to  the  terre-plein 
and  were  securely  anchored  down.  But  the  dry-goods  box  was  deceptive. 
Inside  it  was  lined  with  heavy  u"on  plates  to  make  it  bullet-proof.  That  portion 
of  the  bottom  which  projected  beyond  the  wall  was  loop-holed  for  musketry, 
and  a  marksman  in  the  machicoulis  could  shoot  a  man,  however  close  he 
might  be  to  the  scarp  wall.  But  musketry  from  the  machicoulis  could  hardly 
be  expected  to  beat  off  a  determined  assault  upon  the  flanks  and  faces  of 
the  work.  To  meet  this  difficulty,  hand-grenades  were  improvised.  Shells  of 
all  sizes,  from  12-pounders  to  10-inch,  were  loaded,  and  the  fuse-holes  stopped 
with  wooden  plugs.  The  plugs  were  then  bored  through  with  a  gimlet,  and 
friction  primers  inserted.  Behind  the  parapet  at  short  intervals,  and 
wherever  it  was  thought  they  might  be  useful,  numbers  of  these  shell-grenades 
were  stored  under  safe  cover  in  readiness  for  any  emergency.  The  method 
of  throwing  them  was  simple.  Lanyards  of  sufficient  length  to  reach  to 
within  about  four  feet  of  the  nprapping  were  prepared,  and  fastened  securely 
at  the  handle  end  near  the  piles  of  shell-grenades.  To  throw  a  grenade,  the 
soldier  lifted  it  on  the  parapet,  hooked  the  lanyard  into  the  eye  of  the  friction 
primer,  and  threw  the  shell  over  the  parapet.  When  the  lanyard  reached 
its  length,  the  shell  exploded.  Thus  a  very  few  men  would  be  more  than  a 
match  for  all  that  could  asse'nble  on  the  riprapping. 
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Another  contrivance,  the  "  fljing  fougasse,"  or  bursting  barrel,  a  de\-ice  of 
Captain  Truman  Seymour,  consisted  of  an  ordinary  cask  or  ban-el  filled  with 
Ijroken  stones,  and  having  in  its  center  a  canister  of  [lowder,  sufficient  to 
burst  the  barrel  and  scatter  its  contents  with  considerable  force.  A  fuse  con- 
nected the  powder  in  the  canister  with  a  friction  primer  in  the  bung,  and  the 
barrel  was  exploded  by  attaching  a  lanyard  to  the  eye  of  the  primer,  and 
letting  the  barrel  roU  over  the  parapet,  as  in  the  case  of  the  shell-grenade.  K 
one  experiment  can  justify  an  opinion,  the  fljing  fougasse  would  have  been  a 
success.  When  it  became  known  in  the  fort  that  one  of  the  barrels  was  about 
to  be  frred  as  an  experiment,  the  novelty  of  the  thing  attracted  most  of  the 
men  to  the  place,  and  the  little  crowd  attracted  the  attention  of  the  enemy. 
No  doubt  glasses  were  focused  on  the  party  from  every  batteiy  within  sight. 
When  everything  was  ready  the  barrel  was  allowed  to  roll  over  the  parapet, 
and  an  instant  afterward  a  tenific  explosion  took  place.  The  stones  were 
thrown  in  every  direction,  and  the  siu-face  of  the  Avater  was  lashed  into  foam 
for  a  considei'able  distance.  The  effect  as  seen  by  the  secessionists  must 
have  appeared  greater  than  it  did  to  us,  although  we  thought  it  quite  satis- 
factory. The  Charleston  newspapers  described  the  effect  of  the  "  infernal 
machine  "  as  simply  terrific.  Only  three  of  them  were  cousti-ucted,  yet  for 
moral  effect  an  empty  barrel  st^t  up(  )n  the  parapet  would  have  been  just  as  good. 

In  war,  plan  as  we  may,  much  depends  upon  accident,  and  the  moral  effect 
of  very  insignificant  incidents  is  often  considerable.  For  this  reason  "  Witty- 
man's  Masterpiece"  deserves  to  l)e  mentioned.  Wittyman  was  a  Genuan 
carpenter,  not  very  famihar  with  Enghsh,  and  wholly  ignorant  of  military 
engineering.  His  captain  had  conceived  the  idea  that  a  rlu'val-fie-fnse  across 
the  riprapping  at  the  salient  angles  of  the  fort  would  confine  the  enemy  ou 
whatever  face  he  landed  until  he  had  been  treated  liberally  with  shell- 
grenades.  So  Wittyman  was  ordered  to  build  a  cJicval-dc-frise  at  the  angle 
of  the  gorge  nearest  Morris  Island.  It  was  easy  to  see  that  WittATuan  was  not 
familiar  with  chcraitx-dc-frisc,  so  the  captain  explained  and  roughly  illustrated 
the  construetiou.  At  last  Wittyman  seemed  to  gi-asp  the  idea  and  went  to 
work  upon  it  forthwith.  Perhajts  the  work  was  not  examined  during  con- 
struction, nor  seen  by  any  one  1  lut  AVittpuan  until  it  was  placed.  Biat  from  that 
day  forward  it  was  the  fountain  of  amusement  for  the  men.  No  matter  how 
sick  or  sad  a  man  might  be,  let  him  look  at  the  masterpiece  and  his  ailments 
were  forgotten.  Not  a  steamer  passed, — and  they  were  passing  almost  every 
houi", —  but  every  glass  on  board  was  leveled  at  the  masterpiece.  But  it  baffled 
every  one  of  them.  Not  one  could  guess  what  it  was,  or  what  it  was  intended 
to  be ;  and  after  the  bombardment  was  over  we  learned,  quite  aeeidentaUy, 
that  it  had  been  set  down  by  the  enemy  as  a  means  of  exploding  the  mines. 

Any  description  of  the  siege  of  Sumter  would  be  incomplete  without  some 
sort  of  reference  to  the  Star  of  the  West  fiasco.  At  reveille  on  the  SHh  of 
January,  it  became  generally  known  among  the  men  that  a  large  steamer 
fiying  the  United  States  fiag  was  off  the  bar,  seemingly  at  anchor.  There 
had  been  some  talk  among  the  nuni,  based  upon  rumors  from  Cliarleston. 
that  the  garrison  would  eitlier  be  witluh'awn  tVnin  the  harbor  or  returned  to 
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Fort  Moultrie;  and  there  were  some  who  believed  the  rumors.  These 
believers  were  now  confident  that  withdrawal  had  been  determined  on,  and 
that  the  steamer  off  the  bar  was  the  transport  come  to  take  them  away. 
There  was  no  denjdng  that  appearances  favored  the  theory,  yet  there  was  no 
enthusiasm.  The  men  were  beginning  to  feel  that  they  were  a  match  for 
their  adversaries,  and  they  were  loath  to  leave  without  proving  it.  And, 
indeed,  at  that  time  Sumter  was  master  of  the  situation.  Moultrie  had  very 
few  guns  mounted, — only  one,  according  to  report, — and  that  fact  ought  to 

have  been  known  to  the  people 
on  the  Star  of  the  West.  It  was 
known  officially  in  Washington 
that  fourteen  days  previously 
Major  Anderson  had  spiked  the 
guns  and  burned  the  carriages 
at  Moultrie,  and  gun-carriages 
cannot  be  replaced  in  two  weeks 
when  they  have  to  be  fabricat- 
ed. Hence  Moultrie  could  not 
have  been  formidable,  and  as 
soon  as  it  should  have  passed 
the  battery  on  Morris  Island,  it 
would  have  been  comparatively 
safe. 

When  the  Star  of  the  West 
was  seen  standing  in,  the  nov- 
elty of  a  steamer  carrjang  the 
national  flag  had  more  attrac- 
tions for  the  men  than  the  breakfast  table.  They  soon  made  her  out  to  be 
a  merchant  steamer,  as  the  walking-beam,  plainly  visible  as  she  rounded  into 
the  channel,  was  unknown  on  a  man-of-war.  She  had  taken  the  Morris  Island 
channel,  and  was  approaching  at  a  fau"  rate  of  speed.  Perhaps  every  man  in 
Siamter  was  on  the  ramparts,  but  there  was  no  excitement.  But  when  the 
blue  puff  of  smoke  from  a  hidden  batterj'  on  Morris  Island  advertised  the  fact 
that  she  was  being  fired  on,  there  was  gTeat  scurrying  and  scampering  among 
the  men.  The  long  roU  was  beaten,  and  the  batteries  were  manned  almost 
before  the  guns  of  the  hidden  battery  had  tu-ed  their  second  shot.  As  she 
approached,  a  single  gun  at  Fort  Moultrie  opened  at  extreme  long  range,  its 
shot  falling  over  half  a  mile  short.  There  seemed  to  be  much  perplexity 
among  om-  officers,  and  Major  Anderson  had  a  conference  with  some  of 
them  in  a  room  used  as  a  laundry  which  opened  on  the  terre-plein  of  the 
sea-flank.  The  conference  was  an  impromptu  one,  as  Captain  Doubleday 
and  Lieutenant  Davis  were  not  of  it.  But  Captain  Foster  was  there,  and  by 
his  actions  demonstrated  his  disappointment  at  the  result.  He  left  the  laun- 
dry, bounding  up  the  two  or  three  steps  that  led  to  the  teri'e-plein,  smashing  his 
hat,  and  muttering  something  about  the  flag,  of  which  the  words  "  trample  on 
it "  reached  the  ears  of  the  men  at  the  guns,  and  let  them  know  that  there  was 
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to  be  no  fighting,  on  their  part  at  least.  Meantime  the  steamer  had  worn 
ship,  and  was  standing  out  again,  receiving  the  fii'e  of  the  hidden  battery  in 
passing.  This  is  about  all  the  men  saw  or  knew  about  the  strange  vessel 
at  the  time,  although  she  came  near  enough  for  them  to  look  down  upon  her 
decks  and  see  that  there  were  no  troops  visible  on  her.i!!r 

With  the  exception  of  the  mounting  of  the  guns,  the  preparations  described 
were  chiefly  intended  to  ward  off  assault.  The  actions  of  the  enemy  now 
indicated  that  he  proposed  to  bombard  the  work  at  an  early  day.  If  we 
would  meet  Moultrie,  and  the  numerous  batteries  which  were  being  con- 
structed against  us,  on  anji:hiug  like  even  terms,  we  must  be  prepai-ed  to 
shoot  accurately. 

Few  artillerymen,  without  actual  experience,  have  any  idea  of  the  diffi- 
culty of  aiming  a  gun  dm'ing  a  bombardment.  They  may  be  able  to  hit  a 
target  in  ordinary  practice  with  absolute  certainty,  and  yet  be  unable  to 
deliver  a  single  satisfactory  shot  in  a  bombardment.  The  eiTor  fi'om  smoke  is 
difficult  to  deal  with,  because  it  is  a  variable,  depending  upon  the  density  of 
the  smoke  cloiids  which  enveloi)  youi-  own  and  your  adversaiy's  batteries. 
(Within  the  wi-iter's  experience,  a  thin  veil  of  fog  protected  a  mass  of  army 
wagons — 900,  it  was  said — from  the  fii'e  of  some  8  or  10  guns,  during  a 
whole  forenoon,  althoiigh  the  guns  were  within  easy  range,  and  the  wagons 
could  be  distinctly  seen.  Refraction  saved  them,  every  shot  going  over.) 
Then  danger  and  its  consequent  excitement  are  also  disturbing  elements, 
especially  where  delicate  instruments  have  to  be  used.  It  is  easier  to  lead  a 
forlorn  hope  than  to  set  a  vernier  under  a  heavy  artillery  fire.  Fortunately, 
we  had  oflicers  of  experience  in  Sumter,  and  fortunately,  too,  we  had  veiy 
few  instrimaents ;  one  gunner's  level  and  two  old  quadi'ants  being  the  extent 
of  the  outfit,  with  perhaps  some  breech-sights  and  tangent-scales.  The  paucity 
of  aiming-insti'umeuts,  and  perhaps  the  experience  of  some  of  the  officers,  led 
to  the  devising  of  instruments  and  methods  which  neither  smoke  nor  excite- 
ment could  disturl) ;  and  as  some  of  them,  in  a  much  more  perfect  form, 
have  since  been  adopted,  the  rude  originals  may  as  well  be  described  here. 
Aiming  cannon  consists  of  two  distinct  operations:  namely,  alignment  and 
elevation.  In  the  former,  according  to  instructions  and  practice,  the  gunner 
depends  upon  his  eye  and  the  cannon-sights.  But  for  night  firing  or  when 
the  enemy  is  enveloped  in  smoke, — as  he  is  sure  to  be  in  any  artillery  duel, — 
the  eye  cannot  be  dei^ended  on.  Visual  aiming  in  a  bomliardmeut  is  a  delusion 
and  a  snare.  To  overcome  this  difficulty,  on  clear  days,  when  all  the  conditions 
were  favorable  to  accuracy,  and  we  could  work  at  om-  leisure,  every  gun 
in  the  armament  was  carefully  aimed  at  all  the  prominent  olijects  within  its 
field  of  fire,  and  its  position  marked  on  the  traverse  circle,  the  index  being  a 
pointer  securely  fastened  to  the  traverse  fork.  After  this  had  been  done, 
alignment  became  as  easy  as  setting  a  watch,  and  could  be  done  by  night  or 
day,  by  the  least  intelligent  soldier  in  the  garrison. 

The  elevation  was  more  difficult  to  deal  with.  The  ordinary  method  by  the 
use  of  a  breech-sight  could  not  be  depended  on,  even  if  there  had  been  a 

■^  The  troops  ou  the  -Star  of  the  West  consisted  of  200  men,  under  Lieut.  Charles  R.  Woods. —  Editors. 
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suflfieient  supply  of  such  instruments,  because  darkness  or  smoke  would  render 
it  inapplicable  or  inaccurate ;  and  the  two  quach'ants  in  the  outfit  could  not  be 
distributed  all  over  the  fort. 

Before  the  correct  elevation  to  carry  a  shot  to  a  given  object  can  be  deter- 
mined, it  is  necessary  to  know  the  exact  distance  of  the  object.  This  was 
obtained  from  the  coast-sm-vey 
chart  of  the  harbor.  The  neces- 
sary elevation  was  then  calcu- 
lated, or  taken  from  the  tables, 
and  the  gun  elevated  accord- 
ingly by  means  of  the  quad- 
rant. The  question  thenbeeame. 
How  can  the  gamner  bring  the 
gun  to  this  elevation  in  the  heat 
of  action,  and  without  the  use 
of  a  quadrant?  There  was  an 
abundance  of  brass  rods,  per- 
haps a  quarter-inch  in  diame- 
ter, in  the  fort.  Pieces  of  such 
rods,  eighteen  inches  long,  were 
jjrepared  by  shaping  one  end  to 
fit  into  a  socket  on  the  cheek  of 
the  carriage,  and  the  other  into  a  chisel  edge.  They  were  caUed  by  the  men 
pointing  rods.  A  vertical  line  was  then  drawn  on  the  right  breech  of  the  gun, 
and  painted  white.  The  non-commissioned  officer  who  attended  to  this  prep- 
aration, having  carefully  elevated  the  gun  with  the  quadrant  for  a  particular 
object,  set  the  pointing  rod  in  the  socket,  and  brought  its  chisel  end  down  on 
the  vertical  hue.  The  point  thus  cut  was  marked  and  the  initials  of  the  object 
to  be  struck  with  that  elevation  written  opposite.  These  arrangements, 
which  originated  with  Captain  Doubleday,  were  of  great  value  during  the 
bombardment. 

The  preparation  of  Sumter  for  defense  afforded  a  fine  field  for  ingenuity, 
because  nothing  connected  with  its  equipment  was  complete.  As  another 
illustration  of  this  ingenuity,  the  following  is  in  point.  It  might  become 
desirable  to  continue  a  bombardment  into  the  night,  and  the  casemates, 
owing  to  the  partial  closing  up  of  the  arches  with  flagstones,  were  as  dark  as 
dungeons,  even  on  very  clear  nights.  Lights  of  some  kind  were  absolutely 
necessaiy,  but  there  were  no  candles  and  no  lamps.  There  was  a  Hght-house 
on  the  fort,  however,  and  the  Ught-keeper  had  several  barrels  of  oil  on  hand. 
SmaU  tubes  of  tin,  to  receive  wicks,  were  made,  and  fitted  into  disks  of  cork 
sufficiently  large  to  float  them  on  the  surface  of  the  oil.  Coffee-ciips  were 
then  filled  with  oil  and  the  floats  laid  on  the  smfaee. 

Among  the  many  incidents  of  the  siege  may  be  mentioned  the  mishap  of  an 
ice-laden  Yankee  schooner  that  strayed  witliin  range  of  the  secession  batteries ; 
the  accidental  solid  shot  fu"ed  at  Fort  Sumter  by  an  impatient  secessionist 
in  the  Cumming's  Point  battery,  and  the  daring  generosity  of  Mclnerny,  a 
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Fort  Moiilti'ie  is  shown  on  tlie  left,  and  the  smoke  of  the  Morris  Island  battery  on  the  extreme  rifrht. 

■warm-hearted  and  loyal  Irisktnau,  who  did  not  "  cross  the  broad  Atlantic  to 
become  the  citizen  of  only  one  Shtate,"  and  who  cheerfully  risked  his  life 
and  rained  his  Sunday  shu"t  by  tearing  a  white  flag  from  it,  that  he  might 
be  able  to  deliver  in  person  his  donation  of  tobacco  to  the  besieged 
soldiers.  There  is  one  other  incident  which  should  find  a  place  in  these 
reminiscences. 

Major  Anderson  was  fully  impressed  with  the  solemn  respousiliihties  which 
rested  upon  him  when  he  transferred  his  command  to  Sumter.  Wlien  he 
reached  Sumter  there  were  no  halliards  to  the  flag-staff,  and  as  there  was 
more  pressing  work  on  hand  for  several  days,  some  time  elapsed  before 
it  Iteeame  possible  to  display  the  national  flag.  At  length,  howevei", 
halliards  were  rigged,  and  ever\i:hing  Avas  ready  for  the  flag.  The  usual 
method  of  proceeding  in  such  a  case  would  have  been  to  order  the  sergeant  of 
the  gaiard  to  send  up  the  flag,  but  it  was  otherwise  arranged  on  this  occasion. 
A  dress-parade  was  ordered,  and  the  little  garrison  formed  around  the 
flag-staff,  the  officers  in  the  center.  Presently  Major  Anderson,  with  Chajv 
lain  Harris  of  Fort  Moultrie,  who  perhaps  hail  been  siunmoned  for  the 
purpose,  approached  the  flag-staff",  and  the  ctmimaud  was  l>rought  to 
"Attention."  The  flag,  already  bent  to  the  halliards,  was  hehl  by  one  otficei", 
and  another  hold  the  hoisting  end  of  the  halliartls.  The  chajilain  then,  in  a 
few  words,  invited  those  present  to  join  with  him  in  prayer,  and  Major  .Vmler- 
son,  i'ecei\ang  the  halliards  from  the  officer  who  till  that  time  had  held  thorn, 
knelt  beside  the  chaplain,  most  of  the  officers  and  some  of  the  men  in  the 
ranks  following  his  example.     Prayers  being  ended,  all  rose,  and  the  flag  of 
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Fort  Sumter  was  raised  by  Major  Anderson,  and  the  halliards  secm*ed.  He 
then  tui'ned  toward  the  officers  and  directed  that  the  companies  be  dismissed. 
If  any  of  those  who  doubted  the  loyalty  to  the  Union  of  Major  Anderson 
could  have  had  but  one  glimpse  of  that  impressive  scene,  they  would  have 
doubted  no  longer. 

The  weary  waiting  for  war  or  deliverance  which  filled  uji  the  few  weeks 
that  intervened  between  the  preparations  and  the  actual  bombardment 
developed  no  discontent  among  the  men,  although  food  and  fuel  were  getting 
scarce.  The  latter  was  replenished  from  time  to  time  by  tearing  down 
sheds  and  temporary  workshops,  but  the  former  was  a  constantly  dimin- 
ishing quantity,  and  the  men  could  count  on  theii-  fingers  the  number 
of  days  between  them  and  starvation.  It  was  a  favorite  belief  among  the 
secessionists  that  the  pmchings  of  hvmger  would  arouse  a  spirit  of  mutiny 
among  the  soldiers,  and  compel  Major  Anderson  to  propose  terms  of 
evacuation.  But  no  such  spii'it  manifested  itself.  On  the  contrary,  the 
men  exhibited  a  devotion  to  their  Government  and  the  officers  appointed 
over  them  which  surprised  theii'  enemies,  but  attracted  little  attention  from 
their  friends.  J 

The  opening  of  the  bombardment  was  a  somewhat  dramatic  event.  A  rehev- 
ing  fleet  was  approaching,  all  unknown  to  the  Sumter  garrison,  and  General 
Beaui"egard,  perhaps  with  the  hope  of  tying  Major  Anderson's  hands  in  the 
expected  fight  with  that  fleet,  had  opened  negotiations  with  him  on  the  11th 
of  April  looking  toward  the  evacuation  of  the  fort.  But  Major  Anderson 
declined  to  evacuate  his  post  till  compelled  by  hunger.  The  last  ounce  of 
breadstuffs  had  been  consumed,  and  matters  were  manifestly  approaching 
a  crisis.  It  was  evident  from  the  activity  of  the  enemy  that  something 
important  was  in  the  wind.  That  night  we  retired  as  usual.  Toward  half- 
past  thi'ee  on  the  morning  of  the  12th  we  were  startled  by  a  gun  fired  in  the 
immediate  vicinity  of  the  fort,  and  many  rose  to  see  what  was  the  mattei*. 
It  was  soon  learned  that  a  steamer  from  the  enemy  desu-ed  to  communicate 
with  Major  Anderson,  and  a  small  boat  under  a  flag  of  truce  was  received 
and  delivered  the  message.  Although  no  formal  announcement  of  the  fact 
was  made,  it  became  generally  known  among  the  men  that  in  one  hour 
General  Beauregard  would  open  his  batteries  on  Sumter. 

The  men  waited  about  for  some  time  in  expectation  of  orders,  but 
received  none,  except  an  informal  order  to  go  to  bed,  and  the  information  that 
reveiUe  would  be  sounded  at  the  usual  hour.  This  was  daylight,  fully  two 
hours  off,  so  some  of  the  men  did  retire.  The  majority  perhaps  remained  up, 
anxious  to  see  the  opening,  for  which  pui-pose  they  had  aU  gone  on  the  ram- 
parts. Except  that  the  flag  was  hoisted,  and  a  glimmer  of  light  was  visible 
at  the  guard-house,  the  fort  looked  so  dark  and  silent  as  to  seem  deserted. 
The  morning  was  dark  and  raw.  Some  of  the  watchers  surmised  that 
Beauregard  was  "  bluffing,"  and  that  there  would  be  no  bombardment.     But 

i  So  faithful  and  true  have  the  soldiers  of  the  which  were  abandoned  by  all  the  commissioned 

army  always  been  that  even  very  striking  exhibi-  oflScers,   at  which  not   one   of  the  enlisted  men 

tions  of  these  qualities  are  not  considered  worthy  proved  untrue.      The   loyalty   of   the  latter  has 

of  notice.      There  were  military  posts  in   1861  never  been  properly  appreciated. — J.  C. 

VOL.   I.    5 


66 


INSIDE  SUMTER.  IN  '61 . 


CONFEDERATE    FLOATING    BATTERY    IN    ACTION    AT   THE    WEST    END    OF    SCLI.IVAN'S    ISLANU 


Goloucl  Joseph  A.  Yates,  who  was  a  lieutenant  In 
the  attack  ou  Fort  Sumter,  eays  In  a  letter  accom- 
panying the  plan  on  the  next  page :  "  I  send  a  rough 
sketch  of  the  floating  battery  which  I  commanded  ;  it  is 
rough,  hut  from  \n\  recollection  it  is  very  like  her.  The 
hattery  waw  substantially  built,  flat,  heavily  timbered 


on  her  shield,  with  railroad  iron  laid  on  it  —  two  courses 
of  rails  turned  inward  and  outward,  so  as  to  form  a 
pretty  smooth  surface.  The  bags  of  sand  represented 
on  the  deck  were  to  counterweigh  the  guns,  which 
were  32  and  42-pounders.  She  was  struct  many  times, 
several  shot  going  entirely  through  the  shield." 


promptly  at  4:30  A.  jr.  a  flash  as  of  distant  lio'litiiiiio;  in  the  dircftiou  of  Mount 
Pleasant,  followed  liy  the  dull  roar  of  a  mortar,  told  us  that  the  bombardnumt 
had  begun.  The  eyes  of  the  watchers  easily  detected  and  followed  the  Inu'iiing 
fuse  which  marked  the  course  of  the  shell  as  it  mounted  among  the  stars,  and 
then  descended  with  ever-increasing  velocity,  until  it  landed  inside  the  fort 
and  burst.  It  was  a  capital  shot.  Then  the  batteries  opened  on  all  sides, 
and  shot  and  shell  went  screaming  over  Sumter  as  if  an  anny  of  deA"ils  were 
swooping  around  it.  As  a  rule  the  guus  were  aimed  too  high,  but  all  the 
mortar  i^ractice  was  good.  In  a  few  minutes  the  novelty  disappeared  in  a 
realizing  sense  of  danger,  and  the  watchers  retired  to  the  bomlvproofs, 
where  th(^y  discussed  probabilities  until  reveille. 

Habits  of  discipline  are  strong  among  old  soldier.*.  If  it  had  not  been  for 
orders  to  the  contrary,  the  men  woultl  have  formed  for  roll-call  on  the  open 
parade,  as  it  was  tlieii'  custom  to  do,  although  mortar-shells  were  bursting 
there  at  the  lively  rate  of  aViout  one  a  minute.  But  t]i(\v  were  formed  under 
the  bomb-proofs,  and  th(>  roll  was  called  as  if  nothing  unusual  was  going  on. 
"^rhey  w<'r('  then  directed  to  get  breakfast,  and  be  ready  to  fall  in  when 
"assembly  "  was  beaten.  The  breakfast  part  of  the  order  was  consitlered  a 
grim  joke,  as  the  fare  was  rediiced  to  the  solitary  item  of  fat  pork,  veiy 
rusty  indeed.  Rut  most  of  the  men  worried  down  a  little  of  it,  ami  were 
"readv"  when  ilie  drum  called  them  to  their  work. 


INSIDE  SUMTER  IN  '61. 


67 


By  this  time  it  was  daylight,  aud  the  effects  of  the  bombai-dment  became 
visible.  No  serious  damage  was  being  done  to  the  fort.  The  enemy  had 
concentrated  their  fire  on  the  barbette  batteries,  but,  like  most  inexperienced 
gunners,  they  were  firing  too  high.  After  daylight  their  shooting  imjiroved, 
until  at  7:30  A.  M.,  when  "  assembly  "  was  beaten  in  Sumter,  it  had  become 
fau'ly  good.  At  "  assembly  "  the  men  were  again  paraded,  and  the  orders 
of  the  day  announced.  The  garrison  was  divided  into  two  reliefs,  and  the 
tour  of  duty  at  the  guns  was  to  be  four  hours.  Captain  Doubleday  being 
the  senior  captain,  his  battery  took  the  first  tour. 

There  were  three  points  to  lie  fired  upon, — the  Morris  Island  batteries,  the 
James  Island  batteries,  and  the  Sullivan's  Island  batteries.  With  these  last 
was  included  the  famous  iron-clad  floating  battery,  which  had  taken  up  a 
position  off  the  western  end  of  Sullivan's  Island  to  command  the  left  flank  of 
Sumter.  Captain  Doubleday  divided  his  men  into  three  parties :  the  first, 
under  his  own  immediate  command,  was  marched  to  the  casemate  guns  beai'- 
ing  on  Morris  Island;  the  second,  under  Lieutenant  Jeft'ersoii  C.  Da\ds, 
manned  the  casemate  guns  bearing  on  the  James  Island  batteries  ;  aud  the 
third — ^\ithout  a  commissioned  officer  until  Dr.  Crawford  joined  it — was 
marched  by  a  sergeant  %  to  the  guns  bearing  on  SuUivau's  Island.  The 
guns  in  the  lower  tier,  which  were  the  only  ones  used  during  the  bombard- 
ment,— except  surreptitiously  without  orders, — were  32  and  42-pounders, 
and  some  curiosity  was  felt  as  to  the  effect  of  such  shot  on  the  iron-clad 
battery.  The  gTinners .  made  excellent  i^ractice,  but  the  shot  were  seen  to 
bounce  off  its  sides  like  pease.  After  battering  it  for  about  an  hour  and  a  half, 
no  visible  effect  had  been  produced,  although  it  had  perceptibly  slackened 
its  fire,  perhaps  to  save  ammunition.  But  it  was  evident  that  throwing 
32-pouuder  shot  at  it,  at  a  mile  range,  was  a  waste  of  iron,  and  the  attention 
of  the  gunners  was  transferred  to  Fort  Moultrie. 

Moultrie  was,  perhaps,  a  less  satisfactory  target  than  the  iron-clad.  It 
was  literally  bm'ied  under  sand-bags,  the 
very  throats  of  the  embrasures  being 
closed  with  cotton-bales.  The  use  of  cot- 
ton-bales was  very  effective  as  against 
shot,  but  would  have  been  less  so  against 
shell.  The  fact  that  the  embrasures  were 
thus  closed  was  not  known  in  Sumter 
till  after  the  bombardment.  It  explained 
what  was  otherwise  inexplicable.  Shot 
would  be  seen  to  strike  an  embrasure, 
and  the  gunner  would  feel  that  he  had  settled  one  gun  for  certain,  but  even 
while  he  was  receiving  the  congratulations  of  his  comrades  the   supposed 


Tilt    IROh  CI  \D    FLOVTING    HA  1  II  1  1 
1  UOM     i    PLiN    Br    COLOStL    JO^tl  II    \     1  V  ri  > 


3^  The  non-commissioned  officers  in  Fort  Sumter 
were  Ordnance-Sergeant  James  Kearnej-,  U.  S.  A., 
Quartermaster-Sergeant  William  H.  Hammer,  1st 
U.  S.  Artillery;  Regimental  Band,  1st  Artillery: 
Sergeant  .Tames  E.  Galway,  Corporal  Andrew 
Smith;  Company  E,  1st  Artillery :  First  Sergeant 
Eugene   Soheibner,    Sergeants    Thomas    Kirnan, 


William  A.  Harn,  and  James  Chester,  Coi'ijorals 
Owen  M'G-uire,  Francis  J.  Oakes,  Charles  Bring- 
hurst,  and  Henry  Ellerbrook ;  Company  H,  1st 
Artillery :  First  Sergeant  John  Renehan,  Sergeants 
James  M'Mahon,  John  Carmody,  and  .John  Otto, 
Corporal  Christopher  Costolan.  — Editors. 
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disabled  gun  would  reply.  That  the  cotton-bales  could  not  be  seen  from 
Sumter  is  not  surprising.  The  sand-bag  casemates  ■which  covered  the  guns 
were  at  least  eighteen  feet  thick,  and  the  cotton-bale  shutter  was  no  doubt 
arranged  to  slide  up  and  down  like  a  portcullis  inside  the  pile  of  sand-bags. 
The  gunners  of  Sumter,  not  knowing  of  the  existence  of  these  shutters, 
directed  theu'  shot  either  on  the  embrasures  for  the  purpose  of  disabling 
the  enemy's  giius,  or  so  as  to  gi-aze  the  sand-bag  parapet  for  the  pm-pose  of 
reaching  the  interior  of  the  work.  The  practice  was  very  good,  but  the  effect, 
for  reasons  already  stated,  was  iuconsidei'able. 

At  the  end  of  the  first  four  hours,  Doubleday's  men  were  relieved  fi'om 
the  guns  and  had  an  opportunity  to  look  about  them.  Not  a  man  was  visible 
near  any  of  the  batteries,  but  a  large  party,  apparently  of  non-combatants, 
had  collected  on  the  beach  of  Sullivan's  Island,  weU  out  of  the  line  of  fii-e, 
to  witness  the  duel  between  Sumter  and  ]Moultrie.  Doubleday's  men  were 
not  in  the  best  of  temper.  They  were  irritated  at  the  thought  that  they 
had  been  uuable  to  inflict  any  serious  damage  on  their*  adversary,  and 
although  they  had  suffered  no  damage  in  return  they  were  dissatisfied.  The 
crowd  of  unsympathetic  spectators  was  more  than  they  could  bear,  and  two 
veteran  sergeants  determined  to  stii-  them  up  a  httle.  For  this  pui-jjose  they 
directed  two  42-pounders  on  the  crowd,  and,  when  no  officer  was  near,  fii-ed. 
The  first  shot  struck  about  fifty  yards  short,  and,  bounding  over  the  heads  of 
the  astonished  spectators,  went  crashing  through  the  Moultrie  House.  The 
second  followed  an  almost  identical  course,  doing  no  damage  except  to  the 
Moultrie  House,  and  the  si^ectators  scampered  off  in  a  rather  undignified 
manner.  The  Moultrie  House  was  flj'ing  a  yellow  flag  at  the  time,  and  the 
Charleston  newsjiapers  discoui'sed  upon  the  barbarity  of  filing  upon  a  hospital 
flag,  forgetting,  perhaps,  that  we  also  had  a  hos^ntal  in  Sumter,  which  they 
ti'eated  to  I'ed-hot  shot  during  the  bombardment.  Of  coiu'se,  none  of  the 
ofiicers  of  Siunter  knew  anything  about  the  two  4:2-poimder  shot. 

The  smoke  which  enveloped  the  Confederate  batteries  dming  the  first  day, 
while  not  so  thick  as  entu'ely  to  obscure  them,  was  sufficiently  so  to  make 
visual  aiming  extremely  uni'elialjle ;  and  diuiug  the  second  day,  when  Sumter 
was  on  tu-e,  nothing  could  be  seen  beyond  the  muzzles  of  oiu*  own  gims.  But 
the  aiming  arrangements,  due  to  the  foresight  and  ingenuity  of  Captain 
Doubleday,  enaliled  us  to  fire  with  as  nnich  accuracy  when  we  could  not  see 
the  object  as  when  we  could. 

Early  on  the  first  day  several  vessels  of  the  fleet  were  observed  off  the  Viar, 
and  orders  were  given  to  dip  the  flag  to  them.  This  was  done,  and  the  salute 
was  returned,  but  while  our  flag  was  being  hoisted  after  the  third  dip.  a  shell 
bui'st  near  the  flag-staff  and  cut  the  haUiards.  This  accident  put  the  flag 
beyond  our  control.  It  ran  down  imtil  the  kinky  halliards  jammed  in  the 
pulley  at  the  mast-head,  and  the  flag  remained  at  about  hah'-staff.  This  has 
been  interpreted  as  a  signal  of  distress,  but  it  was  only  an  accident.  There 
was  no  special  distress  in  Simiter,  and  no  signal  to  that  effect  was  intended. 

Major  Anderson  had  given  orders  that  only  the  casemate  batteries  should 
l)e  manned.     While  this  was  undoulitedly  prompted  by  a  desii-e  to  siive  his 
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tnen,  it  operated  also,  in  some  degree,  to  save  tlie  Confederates.  Oiu'  most  pow- 
erful batteries  and  all  our  shell  guns  were  on  the  barbette  tier,  and,  being  for- 
bidden then*  use,  we  were  compelled  to  oppose  a  destructive  sbeU  fire  with  solid 
shot  alone.    This,  especially  as  we  had  no  mortars,  was  a  gi-eat  disadvantage. 


SEEGEANT   JOHN    CARMODT    FIRING    THE    BARBETTE    GUNS. 

Had  we  been  permitted  to  use  oui*  shell  guns  we  could  have  set  fire  to  the 
barracks  and  quarters  in  Moultrie ;  for,  as  it  was,  we  wrecked  them  badly  with 
solid  shot,  although  we  could  not  see  them.  Then  the  cotton-bale  shutters  would 
have  been  destroyed,  and  we  coidd  have  made  it  much  hvelier  generaUy  for 
GUI'  adversaries.  This  was  so  apparent  to  the  men,  that  one  of  them  —  a  man 
named  Cannody  —  stole  up  on  the  ramparts  and  deUberately  fu'ed  every  bar- 
bette gun  in  position  on  the  Moidtrie  side  of  the  work.  The  guns  were  ah-eady 
loaded  and  roughly  aimed,  and  CaiTaody  simply  discharged  them  in  succession ; 
hence,  the  effect  was  less  than  it  would  have  been  if  the  aim  had  been  care- 
fully rectified.  But  Carmody's  eifort  aroused  the  enemy  to  a  sense  of  his  dan- 
ger. He  supposed,  no  doubt,  that  Major  Anderson  had  determined  to  oi3en 
his  barbette  batteries,  so  he  dh-ected  every  giui  to  bear  on  the  barbette  tier 
of  Fort  Sumter,  and  probably  beheved  that  the  vigor  of  his  fii'e  induced 
Major  Anderson  to  change  his  mind.  But  the  contest  was  merely  Carmody 
against  the  Confederate  States ;  and  Carmody  had  to  back  down,  not  because 
he  was  beaten,  but  because  he  was  unable,  single-handed,  to  reload  his  gams. 

Another  amusing  incident  in  this  hue  occurred  on  the  Morris  Island  side  of 
the  fort.  There,  in  the  gorge  angle,  a  ten-inch  columbiad  was  mounted,  en 
harbette,  and  as  the  42-pounders  of  the  casemate  battery  were  making  no 
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imi?ression  on  the  Cumming'8  Point  iron  battery,  the  two  veteran  sergeants 
who  had  surreptitiously  fired  upon  the  spectators,  as  ah-eady  related,  deter- 
mined to  try  a  shot  at  the  u'on  Ijattery  from  the  Vjig  gun.  As  this  was  a  direct 
violation  of  orders,  caution  was  necessary.  Making  sure  that  the  major  was 
out  of  the  way,  and  that  no  officers  were  near,  the  two  sergeants  stole  upstairs 
to  the  ten-inch  gun.  It  was  loaded  and  aimed  ah-eady,  they  very  well  knew, 
so  all  they  would  have  to  do  was  to  fire  it.  This  was  the  work  of  a  few 
seconds  only.  The  gun  was  fired,  and  those  in  the  secret  down  below  watched 
the  flight  of  the  shot  in  great  expectations  of  decided  results.  Unfortrmately 
the  shot  missed;  not  a  bad  shot — almost  gi-azing  the  crest  of  the  batteiy — 
but  a  miss.  A  little  less  elevation,  a  very  little,  and  the  batteiy  would  have 
been  smashed:  so  thought  the  sergeants,  for  they  had  gi'eat  faith  in  the 
power  of  their  gain  ;  and  they  determined  to  try  a  second  shot.  The  gun  was 
reloaded,  a  feat  of  some  difificulty  for  two  men,  but  to  run  it  "in  batteiy"  was 
beyond  their  powers.  It  required  the  united  efforts  of  six  men  to  throw  the 
carriage  "  in  gear,"  and  the  two  sergeants  could  not  budge  it.  Things  were 
getting  desperate  around  them.  The  secessionists  had  noticed  the  fli'st  shot, 
and  had  now  tui'iied  every  gun  that  would  bear  on  that  ten-inch  gim.  They 
were  just  getting  the  range,  and  it  was  beg-inning  to  be  uncomfortable  for  the 
sergeants,  who  in  a  fit  of  desperation  determined  to  fii'e  the  gun  "  as  she  was." 
The  elevating  screw  was  given  half  a  turn  less  elevation,  and  the  primer  was 
inserted  in  the  vent.  Then  one  of  the  sergeants  ran  down  the  sjiu-al  stairs  to 
see  if  the  coast  were  clear,  lea\iug  his  comrade  in  a  very  uncomfortaljle  posi- 
tion at  the  end  of  the  lanyard,  and  lying  flat  on  the  floor.  It  was  getting 
hotter  up  there  every  second,  and  a  perfect  hurricane  of  shot  was  sweeping 
over  the  prostrate  soldier.  Human  nature  coidd  stand  it  no  longer.  The 
lanyard  was  pulled  and  the  gun  was  fired.  The  other  sergeant  was  hastening 
up  the  stairway,  and  had  almost  reached  the  top,  when  he  met  the  gun  com- 
ing down,  or  at  least  trying  to.  Ha^-ing  been  fired  "  from  batteiy,"  it  had 
recoiled  over  the  eounter-hm'ters,  and,  turning  a  back  somersault,  had  landed 
across  the  head  of  the  stairway.  Realizing  in  a  moment  what  had  hap2>ened, 
and  what  would  be  to  j^ay  if  they  were  found  out,  the  second  sergeant  crept 
to  the  head  of  the  stairway  and  called  his  comrade,  who,  scared  almost  to 
death, —  not  at  the  danger  he  was  in,  but  at  the  accident, — was  still  hugging 
the  floor  with  the  lanyard  in  his  hand.  Both  got  safely  down,  swearing 
eternal  secrecy  to  each  other;  and  it  is  doulitful  if  Major  Anderson  ever 
knew  how  that  ten-inch  gun  came  to  be  dismounted.  It  is  proper  to  add 
that  the  shot  was  a  caj^ital  one,  striking  just  under  the  middle  embrasure 
of  tlie  iron  battery  and  half  covering  it  with  sand.  H  it  had  been  a  tiifle 
higlier  it  would  have  entered  the  embrasure. 

The  first  night  of  the  boml>ardmeiit  was  one  of  great  anxiety.  The  fleet 
miglit  send  reenforcements ;  the  enemy  might  attempt  an  assault.  Both 
would  come  in  Iwats ;  both  would  answer  in  English.  It  would  be  horrible 
to  fire  upon  friends ;  it  would  be  fatal  not  to  fire  upon  enemies.  The  night 
was  dark  and  chilly.  Slu^Us  were  dropping  into  the  fort  at  regular  intervals, 
;ind    tlie   men   were    tired,    hungry,    and    out   of    temper.     Any   party   that 


INSIDE  SUMTER  IN  '6i. 


71 


approaclied  that  night  woiilcl  have  been  rated  as  enemies  nj)on  general  prin- 
ciples. Fortunately  nobody  appeared;  reveille  sounded,  and  the  men  oiled 
then'  appetites  with  the  fat  pork  at  the  usual  hour  by  way  of  breakfast. 

The  second  day's  bombardment  began  at  the  same  hour  as  did  the  first ;  that 
is,  on  the  Sumter  side.  The  enemy's  mortars  had  kept  up  a  very  slow  fire  aU 
night,  which  gradually  warmed  uji  after  daylight  as  their  batteries  seemed  to 
awaken,  untU  its  \\goT  was  about  equal 
to  theu'  fire  of  the  day  before.  The 
fleet  was  still  off  the  bar — jjerhaps  wait- 
ing to  see  the  end.  Fu'e  broke  out  once 
or  twice  in  the  officers'  quarters,  and 
was  extingiushed.  It  broke  out  again 
in  several  places  at  once,  and  we  real- 
ized the  truth  and  let  the  quarters  burn. 
They  were  firing  red-hot  shot.  This  was 
about  9  o'clock.  As  soon  as  Sumter 
was  noticed  to  be  on  fire  the  secession- 
ists increased  the  fii'e  of  their  batteries 
to  a  maximum.  In  the  perfect  storm  of 
shot  and  sheU  that  beat  upon  us  from 
all  sides,  the  flag-staff  was  shot  down, 
but  the  old  flag  was  rescued  and  nailed 
to  a  new  staff.  This,  with  much  diffi- 
culty, was  carried  to  the  ramparts  and 
lashed  to  some  chassis  piled  up  there 
for  a  traverse. 

We  were  not  sony  to  see  the  quarters 
bum.  They  were  a  nuisance.  Built  for 
fire-proof  buildings,  they  were  not  fire-proof.  Neither  would  they  burn  up  in 
a  cheerful  way.  The  principal  cisterns  were  large  iron  tanks  immediately  under 
the  roof.  These  had  been  riddled,  and  the  quarters  below  had  been  deluged 
with  water.  Everything  was  wet  and  burned  badly,  yielding  an  amount  of 
pungent  piney  smoke  which  almost  suffocated  the  garrison. 

The  scene  inside  the  fort  as  the  fire  gained  headway  and  threatened  the 
magazine  was  an  exciting  one.  It  had  already  reached  some  of  our  stores  of 
loaded  slieUs  and  shell-grenades.  These  must  be  saved  at  all  hazard.  Soldiers 
brought  their  blankets  and  covered  the  precious  projectiles,  aiad  thus  the  most 
of  them  were  saved.  But  the  magazine  itself  was  in  danger.  Already  it  was 
full  of  smoke,  and  the  flames  were  rapidly  closing  in  upon  it.  It  was  evident 
that  it  must  be  closed,  and  it  would  be  many  hours  before  it  could  be  opened 
again.  During  these  hours  the  flre  must  be  maintained  with  such  powder 
as  we  could  secure  outside  the  magazine.  A  number  of  l:)arrels  were  roUed 
out  for  this  purpose,  and  the  magazine  door — already  almost  too  hot  to 
handle — was  closed. 

It  was  the  intention  to  store  the  powder  taken  from  the  magazine  in  several 
safe  corners,  covering  it  with  damp  soldiers'  blankets.     But  safe  corners  were 
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hard  to  find,  and  most  of  the  l^lankets  were  ah'eady  in  use  covering  loaded 
shells.  The  fire  was  raging  more  fiercely  than  ever,  and  safety  demanded  that 
the  uncovered  powder  be  thrown  overboard.  This  was  instantly  done,  and  if 
the  tide  had  been  high  we  should  have  been  well  rid  of  it.  But  the  tide  was 
low,  and  the  pile  of  powder-barrels  rested  on  the  i-iprapi)ing  in  front  of  the 
embrasm-e.  This  was  obsei^ved  by  the  enemy,  and  some  shell  guns  were 
turned  upon  the  pile,  producing  an  explosion  which  blew  the  gun  at  that 
embrasure  clear  out  of  battery,  but  did  no  fm-ther  damage. 

The  fii-e  had  now  enveloped  the  magazine,  and  the  danger  of  an  explosion 
was  imminent.  Powder  had  been  can-ied  out  all  the  pre\ious  day,  and  it  was 
more  than  likely  that 
enough  had  sifted 
through  the  cartridge- 
bags  to  carry  the  tue 
into  the  powder- 
chamber.  Major  An- 
derson, his  head  erect 
as  if  on  parade,  called 
the  men  around  him ; 


U,i;l    1  i  I     -  i    ■> >.M  t.^   T    ■  'Y 

Tiii;   i:akivi,   fike    fi;om 

FOKT    MOILTRIE. 

ilirected  that  a  shot  be 
fii-ed  every  five  min- 
utes ;  and  mentioned 
that  there  was  some 
danger  of  the  maga- 
zine exploding.  Some 
of  the  men,  as  soon  as 
they  learned  what  the 
real  danger  was,  rushed 
to  the  door  of  the  magazine  and  hiu-riedly  dug  a  trench  in  front  of  it,  which 
they  kept  filled  with  water  imtil  the  danger  was  considered  over. 

It  was  during  this  excitement  that  ex-Senator  Wigfall  of  Texas  visited  the 
fort.  It  came  the  turn  of  one  of  the  guns  on  the  left  face  of  the  work  to 
fire, —  we  were  now  firing  once  in  five  minutes, —  and  as  the  cannoneer 
approached  for  the  purpose  of  loading,  he  discovered  a  man  looking  in  at  the 
emlirasurc.  Tlu>  man  must  have  raised  himself  to  tlie  levt>l  of  the  embrasure 
by  grasping  the  sill  witli  his  hands.  A  sliort  but  lively  altercatiim  ensued 
between  the  man  and  the  cannoneer,  the  man  pleading  to  be  taken  in  lest  he 
should  be  killed  with  his  own  shot  and  shell.  He  was  haided  in,  Thompson, 
the  cannoneer,  first  receiving  his  sword,  to  the  pomt  of  which  a  white  haud- 
kercliief  was  attaclied,  not  by  wav  of  surrender,  but  for  convenience.     Once 
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inside,  the  bearer  asked  to  see  Major  Anderson.  The  major  was  soon  on  the 
spot  and  opened  the  conversation  by  asking,  "  To  what  am  I  indebted  for 
this  visit!"  The  visitor  rejDlied,  "I  am  Colonel  WigfaU,  of  General  Beaure- 
gard's staff.  For  Grod's  sake,  Major,  let  this  thing  stop.  There  has  been 
enough  bloodshed  already."  To  which  the  major  replied,  "  There  has  been 
none  on  my  side,  and  besides,  your  batteries  are  stiU  firing  on  me."  At  which 
WigfaU  exclaimed,  "I'U  soon  stop  that,"  and  turning  to  Thompson,  who  stUl 
held  the  sword  under  his  arm,  he  said,  pointing  to  the  handkerchief,  "  Wave 
that  out  there."  Thompson  then  handed  the  sword  to  Wigfall,  saying,  in  sub- 
stance, "  Wave  it  yoiu'self."  Wigfall  received  back  his  sword  and  took  a  few 
steps  toward  the  embrasure,  when  the  major  called  him  back,  saying,  "  If  you 
desne  that  to  be  seen  you  had  bettei'  send  it  to  the  parapet."  There  was  a 
good  deal  more  said  on  the  subject  of  the  white  flag  both  by  Wigfall  and 
the  major  which  the  writer  cannot  recall,  but  the  end  of  it  all  was  that  a 
white  flag  was  ordered  to  be  displayed  from  the  parapet  at  the  request  of 
Colonel  Wigfall,  and  pending  negotiations  with  him,  which  was  instantly 
done,  a  hospital  sheet  being  used  for  the  pui-pose.  Then  the  firing  gradually 
ceased,  and  the  major  and  his  officers  and  Colonel  Wigfall  retired  into  the 
hospital  bomb-proof,  the  only  habitable  room  left.  This  was  about  3  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon. 

Wigfall's  conference  was  not  of  long  duration.  He  left  the  fort  in  the 
small  boat  which  brought  him  from  Morris  Island,  and  which  was  manned  by 
negi'oes.  Shortly  after  his  departure  another  small  boat  from  Sullivan's 
Island,  containing  officers  in  full  uniform  (Wigfall  wore  citizen's  dress  with 
the  sword),  approached  the  fort.  The  officers  in  this  iDoat  were  very  much 
astonished  and  annoyed  at  being  warned  off  by  the  sentinel,  and  compelled 
to  show  a  white  flag  before  they  were  permitted  to  approach.  They  were 
received  by  the  officer  of  the  day,  who  apologized  for  not  meeting  them  afloat, 
saying  that  all  our  boats  had  been  destroyed  by  shot  or  burned  up.  They 
were  indignant  at  their  reception,  and  demanded  to  know  whether  or  not 
the  fort  had  surrendered.  What  was  said  in  reply  was  not  distinctlj^  heard 
by  the  writer,  but  it  was  believed  to  be  a  negative.  The  officer  then  asked 
what  the  white  flag  meant,  and  Wigfall's  name  was  mentioned  in  reply, 
About  this  time  Major  Anderson  made  his  appearance,  and  the  visitors,  still 
talking  in  an  indignant  tone,  addressed  themselves  to  him.  What  was  said 
seemed  to  be  a  repetition  of  what  had  just  been  said  to  the  officer  of  the  day. 
The  major's  replies  were  inaudible  where  the  writer  of  this  stood,  except  when 
he  raised  his  hand  in  a  sweeping  sort  of  gesture  in  the  direction  of  Fort 
Moultrie,  and  said,  "  Very  well,  gentlemen,  you  can  return  to  your  batteries." 
They  did  not  return,  however,  immediately,  but  were  conducted  into  the 
hospital  where  Wigfall  had  been,  and  remained  there  some  time.  When  they 
left  we  learned  that  there  would  be  no  more  firing  until  General  Beauregard 
had  time  to  hear  from  his  Government  at  Montgomery. 

About  7  o'clock  in  the  evening  another  white  flag  brought  the  announce- 
ment that  the  terms  agreed  upon  between  General  Beam*egard  and  Major 
Anderson  had  been  confirmed,  and  that  we  would  leave  Fort  Sumter  the 
following  day ;  which  we  did,  after  saluting  our  flag  with  flf ty  guns. 
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IN  the  moutli  of  December,  1860,  the  South  itself  had  no  more  reahzing 
sense  than  the  Noi'th  of  the  magnitude  of  events  about  to  be  entered  into 
so  hghtly.  Even  the  Southern  leaders  did  not  realize  that  there  could  1  le  any 
obstacle  to  "  j^eaceable  secession."  Many  at  the  North  were  williug  t<:)  '"  let 
the  wayward  sisters  depart  in  peace."  Only  a  few  on  either  side  expected 
that  blood  would  be  shed.  When,  in  the  first  Confederate  Congress  at  Mont- 
gomery, one  prudent  debater  exclaimed,  "  What  if  we  really  have  a  war  ? " 
the  general  resi^onse  was,  "  There  will  be  no  war."  "  But,"  he  persisted,  "if 
there  is  a  war,  what  are  oiu-  resoui-ces  ? "  and  when  one  man  in  reply  expressed 
his  conviction  that  if  the  worst  came,  the  South  could  put  fifty  thousand 
men  into  the  field,  he  was  looked  upon  as  an  enthusiast.  The  expectation 
of  "  peaceable  secession  "  was  the  delusion  that  preciijitated  mattei's  in  the 
South;  and  it  was  on  this  expectation,  when  the  crisis  came,  that  South 
Carolina  seceded.  Her  first  step  was  to  organize  troops  and  assert  the  sov- 
ereignty in  which  she  believed,  by  the  occupation  of  her  territory. 

After  the  evacuation  of  Fort  M(iultrie,  although  Major  Anderson  was  not 
permitted  by  the  South  Carolina  authorities  to  receive  any  large  supply 
of  provisions,  yet  he  received  a  daily  mail,  and  fresh  beef  and  vegetables 
from  the  city  of  Charleston,  and  was  unmolested  at  Fort  Siunter.  He  con- 
tinued industriously  to  strengthen  the  fort.  The  mUitary  authorities  of 
South  Carolina,  and  afterward  of  the  Confederate  States,  took  possession  of 
Fort  Moultrie,  Castle  Pinekney,  the  arsenal,  and  other  United  States  property 
in  the  vicinity.  They  also  remounted  the  guns  at  Fort  Moultrie,  and  con- 
structed batteries  on  Sullivan's,  Morris,  and  James  islands,  and  at  other 
places,  looking  to  the  reduction  of  Fort  Sumter  if  it  sliould  become  nei'cssary; 
meantime  leaving  no  stone  unturned  to  secure  from  the  authorities  at  "Wash- 
ington a  quiet  evacuation  of  the  fort.  Several  arrangements  to  accomphsh 
this  purpose  were  almost  reached,  but  failed.  Two  attempts  were  made 
to  reenforce  and  supply  the  garrison :  one  by  tlie  steamer  Star  of  the  West, 
which  tried  to  reach  the  fort,  January  !>th,  1861,  and  was  driven  back  by  a 
battery  on  Morris  Island,  manned  by  South  Carolina  troops ;  the  other  just 
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before  the  bombardment  of  Sumter,  Apiil  12tli.  The  feeling  of  the  Con- 
federate authorities  Tvas  that  a  peaceful  issue  would  finally  be  arrived  at ;  but 
they  had  a  fixed  determination  to  use  force,  if  necessary,  to  occupy  the 
fort.  They  did  not  desii'e  or  intend  to  take  the  initiative,  if  it  could  be 
avoided.  So  soon,  however,  as  it  was  clearly  understood  that  the  authorities 
at  Washington  had  abandoned  peacefid  \'iews,  and  woidd  assert  the  power  of 
the  United  States  to  supply  Fort  Sumter,  General  Beaui'egard,  the  commander 
of  the  Confederate  forces  at  Charleston,  in  obedience  to  the  command  of  his 
Crovernment  at  Montgomery,  proceeded  to  reduce  the  fort.  His  arrangements 
were  about  complete,  and  on  April  11th  he  demanded  of  Major  Anderson 
the  evacuation  of  Fort  Smnter.  He  offered  to  transport  Major  Anderson 
and  his  command  to  any  port  in  the  United  States ;  and  to  allow  him  to 
move  out  of  the  fort  with  company  arms  and  property,  and  all  private 
property,  and  to  salute  his  flag  in  lowering  it.  This  demand  was  dehv- 
ered  to  Major  Anderson  at  3:45  p.  ii.,  by  two  aides  of  General  Beauregard, 
James  Chesnut,  Jr.,  and  myself.  At  4:30  p.  m.  he  handed  us  his  reply, 
refusing  to  accede  to  the  demand;  but  added,  "Gentlemen,  if  you  do  not 
batter  the  fort  to  pieces  about  us,  we  shall  be  starved  out  in  a  few  days." 

The  reply  of  Major  Anderson  was  put  in  General  Beaui-egard's  hands  at 
5:15  P.M.,  and  he  was  also  told  of  this  informal  remark.  Anderson's  reply 
and  remark  were  communicated  to  the  Confederate  authorities  at  Montgom- 
ery.    The  Secretary  of  War,  L.  P.  Walkei-,  replied  to  Beauregard  as  follows : 

"  Do  not  desire  needlessly  to  bombard  Fort  Sumter.  If  Major  Anderson  wiU  state  the  time 
at  whicb,  as  indicated  by  him,  he  will  evacuate,  and  agree  that  in  the  meantime  he  will  not  use 
his  guns  against  us,  unless  ours  should  be  employed  against  Port  Sumter,  you  are  authorized 
thus  to  avoid  the  effusion  of  blood.  If  this,  or  its  equivalent,  be  refused,  reduce  the  fort 
as  your  judgment  decides  to  be  most  practicable." 

The  same  aides  bore  a  second  comnm- 
nication  to  Major  Anderson,  based  on  the 
above  instructions,  which  was  placed  in 
his  hands  at  12 :  45  A.  M.,  April  12th.  His 
reply  indicated  that  he  would  evacuate 
the  fort  on  the  15th,  j^rovided  he  did  not 
in  the  meantime  receive  contradictory  in- 
structions from  liis  Government,  or  addi- 
tional supplies,  bttt  he  declined  to  agree 
not  to  open  his  gmis  upon  the  Confederate 
troops,  in  the  event  of  any  hostile  demon- 
stration on  their  part  against  his  flag. 
Major  Anderson  made  every  possible  effort 
to  retain  the  aides  till  daylight,  making  one 
excuse  and  then  another  for  not  replying. 
Finally,  at  3: 15  A.M.,  he  delivered  his  reply. 
In  accordance  with  their  instructions,  the 
aides  read  it  and,  finding  it  unsatisfactory, 

FRANCIS    W.    PICKENS,    GOVERNOR    OF    SOnTH  Tr-  il  jl"-  ■  r'         i  ■ 
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"Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  April  12,  1861,  3:20  a.  m.  —  Sie:  By  authority  of  Brigadier-General 
Beauregard,  commanding  the  Provisional  Forces  of  the  Confederate  States,  we  have  the  honor 
to  notify  you  that  he  TviU  open  the  fire  of  his  batteries  on  Fort  Sumter  in  one  hour  from  this 
time.  We  have  the  honor  to  be  verj-  res-pectfully,  Your  obedient  sers'ants,  Jasies  Chesxtt, 
Jr.,  Aide-de-camp.     Stephen  D.  Lee,  Caplain  C.  S.  Armij,  Aide-de-camp:'' 

Tlie  above  note  was  written  in  one  of  the  casemates  of  the  fort,  and  in  the 
presenop  of  Major  Anderson   and   several  of  his   officers.      On  recei%'ing  it, 

he  was  much  affected.  He 
seemed  to  I'ealize  the  full 
import  of  the  consequen- 
<es,  and  the  gi'eat  respon- 
sibility of  his  position. 
Escorting  us  to  the  boat 
at  the  wharf,  he  cordially 
pressed  oiu"  hands  in  fare- 
well, remarkiug,  "If  we 
never  meet  in  this  world 
again,  Grod  grant  that  we 
may  meet  in  the  next." 

The  boat  containing  the 
two  aides  and  also  Roger 
A.  Pryor,  of  Vu'ginia,  and 
A.  R.  Chisolm,  of  South 
Caroluia,  who  were  also 
members  of  General  Beam*egard's  staff,  went  immediately  to  Fort  Johnson 
on  James  Island,  and  the  order  to  fire  the  signal  gun  was  given  to  Captain 
George  S.  James,  commanding  the  battery  at  that  point.  It  was  then  4  a.  m. 
Captain  James  at  once  aroused  his  command,  and  arranged  to  cany  out  the 
order.  He  was  a  great  admirer  of  Roger  A.  Pryor,  and  said  to  him,  "  Tou 
are  the  only  man  to  whom  I  would  give  iip  the  honor  of  firing  the  fli"st  gim 
of  the  war";  and  he  offered  to  allow  him  to  fire  it.  Pryor,  on  receiving  the 
offer,  was  very  much  agitated.  With  a  husky  voice  he  said, ''  I  could  not  fire 
the  first  gun  of  the  war."  His  manner  was  almost  similar  to  that  of  Major 
Anderson  as  we  left  liim  a  few  moments  before  on  the  wharf  at  Fort  Sumter. 
Captain  James  would  allow  no  one  else  but  liimself  to  fire  the  gun.T< 

The  l;)oat  with  the  aides  of  General  Beauregard  left  Fort  Johnson  before 
arrangements  were  complete  for  the  firing  of  the  gun,  and  laid  on  its  oai-s, 
about  one-third  the  distance  between  the  fort  and  Sumter,  there  to  witness 
the  firing  of  "  the  first  gim  of  tlie  war"  between  the  States.  It  was  fired  fi"om 
a  ten-inch  mortar  at  4 :  30  a.  m.,  April  l'2th,  1861.  Captain  James  was  a  skill- 
ful officer,  and  tlie  firing  of  the  sliell  was  a  success.  It  burst  immediately 
over  the  fort,  apparently  about  one  humli'ed  feet  above.    The  firing  of  tlie 

^  When  the  Star  nf  Ilia  lVr.it  arriveil,  on  the  from  a  4-pouniler  had  been  fireil  from  Vicksburg 

9th  of  January,  the  first  shot,  aimed  ueross  lier  by  Horace  Miller  at  a  passing  United  States  ves- 

bow,  was   fired   by  G.   E.  Haynswovth,   and   the  sel,   supposed  to   be  carrying  a  supply  of  arms 

second,  ainipd  <lirpctly  at  hor,  by  Cadet  Horlbock.  and  ammunition  to  New  Orleans.     (See  also  pp. 

It  is  chiiiiicd  that  licl'ovc  tliis  date  a  hostile  shot  L!7  and  47.'> — Editors. 
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mortar  woke  the  echoes  from  every  nook  and  corner  of  the  harbor,  and  in 
this  the  dead  hour  of  night,  before  dawn,  that  shot  was  a  sound  of  alarm 
that  brought  every  soldier  in  the  harbor  to  his  feet,  and  every  man,  woman, 
and  child  in  the  city 
of  Charleston  from 
thek  beds.  A  thrUl 
went  through  the 
whole  city.  It  was 
felt  that  the  Rubi- 
con was  passed.  No 
one  thought  of  go- 
ing home ;  unused 
as  their  ears  were 
to  the  appalling 
sounds,  or  the  vivid 
flashes  from  the  bat- 
teries, they  stood 
for  hoin-s  fascinated 
with  horror.  After 
the  second  shell  the 
different  batteries 
opened  their  fire  on 
Fort  Sumter,  and 
by  4: 45  a.m.  the  fir- 
ing was  general  and 
regular.  It  was  a 
hazy,  foggy  morn- 
ing. About  day- 
light, the  boat  with 
the  aides  reached 
Charleston,  and  they 
reported  to  General 
Beaui'egard. 

Fort  Sumter  did 
not  respond  with 
her  guns  tiU  7:30 
A.M.  The  firing  from 
this  fort,  during 
the  entire  bombard- 
ment, was  slow 
and  deliberate,  and 
marked  with  little 
accuracy.  The  fu'ing  continued  without  intermission  during  the  12th,  and 
more  slowly  diuing  the  night  of  the  12th  and  13th.  No  material  change 
was  noticed  till  8  a.  ir.  on  the  13th,  when  the  barracks  in  Fort  Sumter 
were  set  on  fire  by  hot  shot  from  the  guns  of  Fort  Moultrie.     As  soon  as 
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this  ■was  discovered,  the  Coufederate 
Ijatteries  redoubled  theii-  efforts,  to 
prevent  the  fii-e  being  extingnLshed. 
Foi-t  Bumter  fired  at  little  longer  iu- 
te^•^•als,  to  enable  the  gai-rison  to  fight 
the  flames.  This  brave  action,  under 
such  a  tiyiug  ordeal,  aroused  great 
sympathy  and  admii'ation  on  the  part 
of  the  Confederates  foi'  Maj<  ir  Ander- 
son and  his  gallant  gan-isou ;  this 
feeling  was  shown  by  cheers  when- 
ever a  gun  was  fii-ed  from  Sumter. 
It  was  shown  also  by  loud  reflec- 
tions on  the  "  men-of-war"  outside 
the  harbor.  5? 

About  12:30  the  flag-staff  of  Fort 
Sumter  was  shot  down,  but  it  was 
soon  replaced.  As  soon  as  General 
Beauregard  heard  that  the  flag  was 
no  longer  fl>ing,  he  sent  three  of  his 
aides,  William  Porcher  Miles,  Roger 
A.  Pryor,  and  myself,  to  offer,  and 
also  to  see  if  Major  Anderson  would 
receive  or  needed,  assistance,  in  su1>- 
duing  the  flames  inside  the  fort.  Before  we  reached  it,  we  saw  the  United 
States  flag  again  floating  over  it,  and  liegan  to  rettu-u  to  the  city.  Before 
going  far,  however,  we  saw  the  Stars  and  Stripes  replaced  liy  a  white 
flag.  We  turned  about  at  once  and  rowed  rajiidly  to  the  fort.  We  were 
dii'ected,  from  an  embrasm-e,  not  to  go  to  the  wharf,  as  it  was  mined,  and 
the  fire  was  near  it.  We  wei'e  assisted  through  an  embrasure  and  conducted 
to  Major  Anderson.  Om'  mission  being  made  known  to  him,  he  replied^ 
"Present  my  compliments  to  General  Beauregard,  and  say  to  him  I  thank  him 
for  his  kindness,  but  need  no  assistance."  He  fiu-ther  remarked  that  he  hoped 
the  worst  was  over,  that  the  fire  had  settled  over  the  magazine,  and,  as  it  had 
not  exploded,  he  thought  the  real  danger  was  aboiit  over.  Contiiuung,  he  said, 
"Gentlemen,  do  I  understand  you  come  direct  from  General  Beauregard?" 
The  reply  was  in  the  affirmative.  He  then  said,  "  Why  !  Colonel  Wigfall  has 
just  been  here  as  an  aide  too,  and  by  authority  of  General  Beam'eg-ard,  and 
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3>  These  vessels,  part  of  the  seeoiul  exiieiiitiou 
for  the  relief  of  Fort  Sumter,  were  the  Ilaltic  (no 
guns),  the  Painirc  (S  0-inch  guns),  and  the  Harriet 
Lane  (1  8-lueh  gun  ami  4  ;>L'-poundors).  The 
Vocahinitas  did  not  arrive  till  the  afternoon  of  the 
13th.  The  expedition  was  in  charge  of  Captain 
Gustavus  V.  Fox  (afterward  Assistant  Secretary  of 
the  Navy),  who  had  visited  the  fort  on  the  "Jlst  of 
March.  It  had  been  nndcrslood  between  Secre- 
tary Welles  anil  Captain  l"ox  that  the  movenient 
should  be  supported  by  the  I'oirhalaii  (1    ll-inch 


and  le  0-incli  guns) :  but,  unknown  to  Mr.  Welles, 
and  perhaps  without  full  understanding  of  this 
plan.  President  Ijincoln  had  consented  to  the 
dispatch  of  the  ship  to  the  relief  of  Kort  Pickens, 
for  which  destination  it  had  sailed  from  New  York, 
April  (ith,  under  coniniaud  of  Lieutenant  David 
D.  Porter.  Tliis  conflict  of  plans  deprived  Captain 
Fox  of  the  ship  which  he  ciUs  the  "fighting 
portion "'  of  his  fleet ;  and  to  this  oircninstanoe 
ho  attributed  the  failure  of  the  expedition. 

Editoks. 
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proposed  the  same  terms  of  evacuation  offered  on  the  11th  instant."  We 
informed  the  major  that  we  were  not  authorized  to  offer  terms  ;  that  we  were 
direct  from  General  Beam*egard,  and  that  Colonel  Wigfall,  although  an  aide- 
de-camp  to  the  general,  had  been  detached,  and  had  not  seen  the  general  for 
several  days.  Major  Anderson  at  once  stated,  "  There  is  a  misunderstanding 
on  my  part,  and  I  will  at  once  run  up  my  flag  and  open  fire  again."  After  con- 
sultation, we  requested  him  not  to  do  so,  until  the  matter  was  explained  to 
Gfeneral  Beauregard,  and  requested  Major  Anderson  to  reduce  to  writing  his 
understanding  with  Colonel  WigfaU,  which  he  did.  However,  before  we 
left  the  fort,  a  boat  arrived  from  Charleston,  bearing  Major  D.  R.  Jones, 
assistant  adjutant-general  on  Greneral  Beauregard's  staff,  who  offered  sub- 
stantially the  same  terms  to  Major  Anderson  as  those  offered  on  the  11th,  and 
also  by  Colonel  Wigfall,  and  which  were  now  accepted. 

Thus  fell  Fort  Siimter,  April  13th,  18()1.  At  this  time  fire  was  still  raging  in 
the  barracks,  and  settling  steadily  over  the  magazine.  All  egress  was  cut  off' 
except  through  the  lower  embrasures.  Many  shells  from  the  Couf edei'ate  1  cat- 
teries, which  had  fallen  in  the  fort  and  had  not  exploded,  as  well  as  the  hand- 
gi'enades  used  for  defense,  were  explochng  as  they  were  reached  by  the  fire.  The 
wind  was  driving  the  heat  and  smoke  down  into  the  fort  and  into  the  case- 
mates, almost  causing  suffocation.  Major  Anderson,  his  officers,  and  men  were 
blackened  by  smoke  and  cinders,  and  showed  signs  of  fatigue  and  exhaustion, 
from  the  trying  ordeal  through  which  they  had  passed. 

It  was  soon  discovered,  by  conversation,  that  it  was  a  bloodless  battle ;  not  a 
man  had  been  killed  or  seriously  wounded  on  either  side  dming  the  entire  bom- 
bardment of  nearly  forty  hours.  Congratulations  were  exchanged  on  so  happy 
a  result.  Major  Anderson  stated  that  he  had  instructed  his  officers  only  to 
fire  on  the  batteries  and  forts,  and  not  to  fire  on  private  property. 

The  terms  of  evacuation  offered  by  Greneral  Beauregard  were  generous,  and 
were  appreciated  by  Major  Anderson.  The  garrison  was  to  embark  on  the 
14th,  after  running  up  and  saluting  the  United  States  flag,  and  to  be  carried 
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to  the  United  States  fleet.  A  soldier  killed  during  the  salute  was  bmied 
inside  the  fort,  the  new  Confederate  garrison  uncovering  during  the  impres- 
sive ceremonies.  Major  Anderson  and  his  command  left  the  harbor,  bearing 
with  them  the  respect  and  admii-ation  of  the  Confederate  soldiers.  |  It  was 
conceded  that  he  had  done  his  duty  as  a  soldier  holding  a  most  delicate  trust. 
This  fii'st  bombardment  of  Sumter  was  but  its  "  baptism  of  fire."  During 
subsequent  attacks  by  land  and  water,  it  was  battered  by  the  heaviest  Union 
artillery.  Its  walls  were  completely  crushed,  but  the  tons  of  ii'on  projectiles 
imbedded  in  its  ruins  added  strength  to  the  inaccessible  mass  that  surrounded 
it  and  made  it  impregnable.  It  was  never  taken,  brit  the  operations  of  Gen- 
eral Sherman,  after  his  march  to  the  sea,  coiupelled  its  evacuation,  and  the 
Stars  and  Stripes  were  again  raised  over  it,  April  14th,  1865.  { 


4.  The  officers,  under  General  Beauregard,  of 
the  batteries  surrounding  Fort  Sumter  were : 

SuLLiVAn's  Island,  Brigadier-General  E.  G.  M. 
Dunovant  commanding,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Eos- 
well  S.  Eipley,  commanding  the  artillery :  Fice-giin 
Battery  (east  of  Fort  Moultrie),  Captain  S.  Y. 
Tupper;  Maffit  Channel  Battery  (2  guns)  and  Mor- 
tar Battery  No.  2  (2  10-inch  mortars),  Captain 
William  Butler,  Lieutenant  J.  A.  Huguenin ;  Fort 
Moultrie  (30  guns).  Captain  W.  E.  Calhoun:  con- 
sisting of  Channel  Battery,  Lieutenants  Thomas 
M.  Wagner,  Preston,  and  Sitgreaves,  Sumter 
Battery,  Lieutenants  Alfred  Rhett  and  John 
Mitchell,  and  Oblique  Battery,  Lieutenant  C.  W. 
Parker;  Mortar  Battery  'No.  1  (2  10-ineh  mortars) 
and  Enfilade  Battery  (-i  guns).  Captain  James  H. 
Hallouquist,  Lieutenants  Flemming,  Jacob  Valen- 
tine, and  B.  S.  Burnet ;  the  Point  Battery  (1  9-ineh 
Dahlgi'en)  and  the  Floating  Iron-clad  Battery  (2 
42-pounders  and  2  32-poimders),  Captain  John  E. 
Hamilton  and  Lieutenant  Joseph  A.  Yates ;  the 
Mount  Pleasant  Battery  {2  10-inchmortars), Captain 
Eobert  Martin,  Lieutenant  George  N.  Reynolds. 

Morris  Island,  Brigadier-General  James  Simons 
commanding,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wilmot  G.  Be 
Saussure,  commanding  the  artillery :  Major  P.  F. 
Stevens,   commanding    Cumniing's   Point   Battery 


(Blakely  gun,  which  arrived  from  Liverpool  April 
9th,  Captain  J.  P.  Thomas ;  2  42-pounders,  Lieu- 
tenant T.  Sumter  Brownfield;  and  3  10-ineh 
mortars,  Lieutenants  C.  E.  Holmes  and  N.  Arm- 
strong) and  the  Sterens  Iron-clad  Battery  (3  8-inch 
columbiads).  Captain  George  B.  Cuthbert,  Lieu- 
tenant G.  L.  Buist;  Trapier  Battery  (3  10-ineh 
mortars).  Captain  J.  Gadsden  King,  Lieutenants 
W.  D.  H.  Kirkwood,  J.  P.  Strohecker,  A.  M.  Huger, 
and  E.  L.  Parker. 

James  Island,  Major  N.  G.  Evans  commanding ; 
Fort  Johnson  (battery  of  24-pounders),  Captain 
George  S.  James ;  Mortar  Battery,  Lieutenants  W. 
H.  Gibbes,  H.  S.  Parley,  J.  E.  McP.  Washington, 
and  T.  B.  Hayne  ;  Upper  Battery  (2  10-inch  raov- 
t&vs,),  Lower  Battery  (2  10-ineh  mortars),  Captain 
S.  C.  Thayer. —  Editors. 

i  Under  an  order  from  Secretary  Stanton,  the 
same  flag  that  was  lowered,  April  14th,  1861, 
was  raised  again  over  Sumter,  by  Major  (then 
General)  Anderson,  on  April  14th,  1SG5,  the  day 
President  Lincoln  was  shot.  Of  Major  Anderson's 
former  oflicei's.  Generals  Abner  Boubleday  and 
Norman  J.  Hall  and  Chaplain  Matthias  Harris 
were  present.  The  Eev.  Henry  Ward  Beeeher 
delivered  an  oration,  and  other  prominent  anti- 
slavery  men  attended  the  ceremony. — Editors. 
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NOTBS   ON  THE   SURRENDER   OF   FORT  SUMTER. 


BY  A.  R.  CHISOL.M,  COLONEL,  C.  S.  A. 


VERY  soon  after  Major  Robert  Anderson  moved  with  his  command  into 
Fort  Sumter  from  Fort  Moultrie,  Grovernor  Francis  W.  Pickens  sent 
James  Fraser,  of  the  Charleston  Light  Dragoons,  to  me  at  my  x>lantation, 
fifty  miles  south  of  Charleston,  with  the  request  that  I  would  assist  with  my 
negroes  in  constructing  batteries  on  Moiiis  Island.  Taking  my  own  negi'o 
men  and  others  from  the  plantation  of  my  uncle,  Robert  Chisolm,  and  that 
of  Nathaniel  Hej'ward,  I  was  engaged  in  this  work  when  General  Beam-egard 
arrived  to  take  command.  I  then  informed  the  governor  that  it  would  be 
necessary  for  General  Beaui'egard  to  have  an  aide-de-camp  who  was  familiar 
with  the  harbor  and  with  boating;  that  I  was  the  o'wner  of  a  large  six-oared  boat 
and  six  superior  oarsmen,  that  were  at  his  serWce  free  of  cost.  I  was  thereui^on 
commissioned  heutenant- colonel,  and  ordered  to  report  to  General  Beaui-egard. 

Having  visited  Fort  Sumter  five  times  under  a  flag  of  truce,  and  once  after 
the  surrender,  I  became  well  acquainted  with  most  of  its  officers.  During  a 
visit  in  company  with  Ca^jtain  Samuel  W.  Fer,guson,  the  officers  jokingly 
complained  of  being  short  of  cigars  and  like  luxuries.  With  General  Beau- 
regard's approval,  the  next  time  duty  called  us  to  the  foil  we  presented  them 
with  several  cases  of  claret  and  boxes  of  cigars. 

April  12th,  1861,  I  A-isited  the  fort  in  company  with  James  Chesnut,  Jr.. 
and  Captain  Stephen  D.  Lee  with  the  demand  for  its  surrender,  and  heard 
Major  Anderson  say  in  conversation  with  us,  "  I  shall  await  the  fii'st  shot,  and 
if  you  do  not  batter  us  to  pieces  we  shall  be  starved  out  in  a  few  days."  These 
words  being  communicated  to  General  Beauregard,  we  were  again  sent  to  the 
fort,  arriving  there  about  1 :  30  a.  jr.,  April  12th.  After  waiting  nearly  two  hours 
for  a  reply,  we  sent  word  to  Major  Anderson  that  our  orders  did  not  admit  of 
our  waiting  any  longer.  He  came  to  where  we  were  in  the  guard-room,  and 
informed  us  "  that  we  had  twice  fired  on  his  flag,  and  that  if  we  did  so  again 
he  would  ojien  his  fire  on  our  batteries."  Under  our  instructions  this  reply 
admitted  of  no  other  answer  than  the  one  dated  April  12th,  18(31,  3 :  20  a.  m. 
[see  page  76],  which  was  dictated  by  Chesnut,  written  by  Lee,  and  copied  by 
me.  Roger  A.  Pryor  was  with  us  on  the  second  Wsit,  but  did  not  enter  the  fort, 
giving  me  as  a  reason  that  his  State,  Vii'ginia,  had  not  yet  seceded.  For 
the  same  reason  he  declined  to  fire  the  signal  shot.  Moreover,  I  believe  he 
was  then  a  member  of  Congress,  and  may  have  been  unwilhug  to  compro- 
mise himself. 

The  facts  of  the  surrender  of  Fort  Sumter  to  ex-Senator  Wigfall  are  these: 
General  Beauregard,  seeing  the  fort  on  tire,  sent  me  with  a  note  to  General 
James  Sinions,  commanding  on  IMorris  Island,  in  which  he  directed  him,  if  he 
could  do  so  without  risk  to  his  command,  to  offer  assistance  in  extinguishing 
the  fire.  I  passed  down  between  Fort  Sumter  and  tnir  batteries ;  delivering 
my  dispatches,  I  volunteered  to  go  to  Fort  Sumter,  which  offer  was  acoepteiL 
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Colonel  Wigf  all,  of  Texas,  vokuiteered  to  accompany  me.  While  l)ringing  my 
boat  from  its  moorings  in  a  creek,  Wigfall,  who  was  very  much  excited, 
jumped  into  a  small  skiff.  The  flag  of  the  fort,  which  had  been  shot  away, 
reappeared,  and  Wigfall  was  ordered  to  retiu-n,  but  he  was  out  of  hearing.  I 
was  ordered  to  return,  and  obeyed.  Colonel  Wigfall  chmbed  through  an 
embrasiu-e,  and,  assuming  authority  from  General  Beaui-egard,  called  upon 
Major  Anderson  to  sui-render.  Major  Anderson  did  not  realize  the  unauthor- 
ized nature  of  Wig-fall's  mission  until  the  arrival  of  Captain  Stephen  D.  Lee, 
William  Porcher  Miles,  and  Roger  A.  Pryor  Avith  an  offer  direct  from  Gen- 
eral Beavu-egard,  similar  to  the  one  General  Simons  was  authorized  to  make. 
Major  Anderson  was  about  to  renew  the  action,  when  Major  David  R. 
Jones  arrived  with  the  offer  of  terms  for  the  siu-render  of  the  fort,  which  were 
vu'tually  almost  anything  that  Anderson  might  ask,  in  order  that  we  might 
get  possession  before  the  fleet  could  reenforce  and  provision  the  garrison. 

I  have  always  been  of  the  opinion  that  Major  Anderson  should  not  have 
sui'rendered  when  he  did.  The  fire  only  consumed  the  ofiicers'  and  men's 
quarters;  the  two  magazines  were  uninjured,  only  one  man  had  been  wounded, 
the  walls  were  secui'e,  and  he  still  had  proAdsions  which  would  have  sustained 
his  small  counnand  until  the  fleet  could  both  have  pro^dsioned  and  reenf  orced 
him.  I  was  present  with  Captain  Hartstene  during  the  evacuation,  and  was 
astonished  to  see  barrels  of  pork\  being  rolled  out  and  shipi^ed  on  board  the 
Isahel,  the  steamer  fui-nished  by  General  Beauregard  to  transport  Anderson's 
men  to  the  fleet.  My. duty  often  required  that  I  should  pass  Fort  Sumter 
and  our  guard-boats  at  night  to  visit  Hartstene,  who  commanded  the  poor 
boats  we  used.  I  was  rarely  seen  and  had  such  a  contempt  for  oiu-  guards 
that  on  one  occasion,  having  a  strong  tide  in  my  favor,  we  did  not  halt  when 
shots  were  fii-ed  at  us.  In  fact,  we  were  seldom  seen  until  close  to  the  guards 
of  the  boat  we  sought.  Captain  Hartstene  was  well  aware  how  easy  it  was  to 
pass  to  Fort  Sumter  and  expressed  to  me  his  uneasiness  on  this  point;  in  fact, 
one  bold  officer  in  command  of  a  navy  barge,  armed  with  a  boat  howitzer, 
could  have  easily  cleared  the  way  for  a  huncb'ed  barges  with  men  and  sup- 
plies to  pass  to  the  fort.  The  night  but  one  previous  to  the  sruTender  was 
very  dark.  I  was  ordered  to  Hartstene  between  the  fort  and  the  fleet  in  the 
main  ship-channel,  and  my  boat  touched  his  guards  before  it  was  seen.  Later 
in  the  war,  when  Beauregard  defended  the  fort,  one  of  the  bravest  officers  in 
his  command  pronounced  the  work  untenable.  Beauregard  then  infonned 
me  that  if  necessary  he  would  go  there  and  hold  the  fort  with  his  staff';  that 
on  no  condition  would  he  consent  to  give  it  up  to  General  Gillmore.  It  was 
after  this  that  General  (then  Major)  Stephen  EUiott  made  his  gallant  defense 
of  the  ruins ;  when,  with  the  exception  of  some  guns  bruied  under  the  ruins 
of  the  casemate  facing  Fort  Moultrie,  but  one  small  gun  remained  mounted, 
and  that  was  pointed  toward  the  city,  being  used  merely  to  fire  the  salutes. 

\  Captain  J.  G.  Poster  in  his  report  says  that  the  the  fort,  but  with  plenty  of  cartridges  [referring  to 

supply  of  bread  in  Sumter  failed  April  10th,  and  the  lack  of  material  for  cartridge-bags]  the  men 

that  the  last  of  the  damaged  rice  was  served  at  would  have  cheerfully  fought  five  or  six  days,  and, 

breakfast  on  the  13th.   "  The  want  of  provisions,"  if  necessary,  much  longer,  on  pork  alone,  of  which 

he  adds,  "  would  soon  have  caused  the  surrenderof  we  had  a  sufficient  supply." — Editors. 


WAR    PREPARATIONS    IN  THE   NORTH. 

BY   JACOB  D.    COX,    MAJOR-GENERAL,  U.  S.  V..    EX-GOVERXOR    OF    OHIO, 
EX-SECRETARY  OF  THE   INTERIOR. 


THE  wonderful  outburst  of  natioual  feeling  in  the  Xortli  in  the  sin-ing  of 
1861  has  always  been  a  thrilling  and  ahnost  supernatui'al  thing  to  those 
who  participated  in  it.  The  classic  mj-th  that  the  resistless  terror  which  some- 
times unaccountably  seized  upon  an  army  was  the  work  of  the  god  Pan  might 
seem  to  have  its  counterpart  in  the  work  of  a  national  (li%"inity  rousing  a 
whole  i^eople,  not  to  terror,  but  to  a  subhme  enthusiasm  of  self-devotion. 
To  picture  it  as  a  whole  is  impossible.  A  new  generation  can  only  approxi- 
mate a  knowledge  of  the  "feelings  of  that  time  by  studpng  in  detail  some  sep- 
arate scenes  of  the  di'ama  that  had  a  continent  for  its  stage.  The  wi-iter  can 
only  tell  what  happened  under  his  eye.  The  like  was  happening  every^vhere 
from  Maine  to  Kansas.     What  is  told  is  simply  a  tyiie  of  the  rest.  J 

On  Friday,  the  twelfth  day  of  April,  1861,  the  Senate  of  Ohio  was  in  session, 
trying  to  go  on  in  the  ordinary  routine  of  business,  but  with  a  sense  of 
anxiety  and  strain  wliich  was  caused  by  the  troubled  condition  of  natioual 


I  lu  those  opening  days  of  the  war,  the  National 
Government  seemed  for  the  moment  to  bo  subor- 
dinated to  the  governments  of  the  States.  A  rev- 
olution in  the  seceding  South  had  half  destroyed 
the  national  legislatiu'e,  and  the  national  executive 
was  left  without  a  treasury,  without  an  army,  and 
without  laws  adequate  to  create  these  at  once.  At 
no  time  since  the  thirteen  colonies  declared  their 
independence  have  the  State  governors  and  the 
State  legislators  found  so  important  a  field  of  duty 
as  then.  A  little  hesitation,  a  little  lukewarmness, 
would  have  ended  all.  Then  it  was  that  the  in- 
tense zeal  and  high  spirit  of  Governor  Andrew  of 
Massachusetts  led  all  New  England,  and  was  ready 
to  lead  the  nation,  as  the  men  of  Concord  and  Lex- 


ington had  led  in  177.">.  Then  it  was  that  Gov- 
ernor Morton  of  Indiana  came  to  the  front  with  a 
masculine  energy  and  burly  weight  of  character 
and  of  will  which  was  t\-]iical  of  the  force  which 
the  Great  West  coidd  tlu-ow  into  the  struggle. 

Ohio  was  so  situated  with  regjird  to  West  Vir- 
ginia and  Kei\tucky  that  tlie  keystone  of  the  Union 
might  be  said  to  bo  now  west  of  the  mountains. 
Governor  Deniiison  mediated,  like  the  statosmjin 
he  was,  between  East  and  West :  and  Tod  and 
Brough,  following  hiiu  by  the  will  of  the  people 
in  votes  that  ran  up  to  majorities  of  near  a  hun- 
dred thousand,  gave  that  vigorous  support  to  Mr. 
Lincoln  which  showed  the  earnest  nationality  of 
the  '•  war  Democrats"  of  that  dav.  —  J.  P.  C. 
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affaii-s.  The  passage  of  "ordinances  of  secession"  by  one  after  another  of  the 
Southern  States,  and  even  the  assembhng  of  a  provisional  Confederate  govern- 
ment at  Montgomery,  had  not  wholly  destroyed  the  hope  that  some  peaceful 
way  out  of  our  troubles  would  be  found ;  yet  the  gathering  of  an  army  on  the 
sands  opposite  Fort  Sumter  was  really  war,  and  if  a  hostile  gun  were  fired,  we 
knew  it  would  mean  the  end  of  aU  effort  at  arrangement.  Hoping  almost 
against  hope  that  blood  would  not  be  shed,  and  that  the  pageant  of  militaiy 
array  and  of  a  secession  government  would  pass  by,  we  tried  to  give  our 
thoughts  to  business;  but  there  was  no  heart  in  it,  and  the  "morning 
hour "  lagged,  for  we  could  not  work  in  earnest,  and  we  were  unwilling  to 
adjourn. 

Suddenly  a  senator  came  in  from  the  lobby  in  an  excited  way,  and,  catch- 
ing the  chau-man's  eye,  exclaimed,  "Mr.  President,  the  telegraph  announces  that 
the  secessionists  are  bombarding  Fort  Sumter ! "  There  was  a  solemn  and 
painful  hush,  but  it  was  broken  in  a  moment  by  a  woman's  shrill  voice  from 
the  spectators'  seats,  crying,  "  Glory  to  God ! "  It  startled  every  one,  almost 
as  if  the  enemy  were  in  the  midst.  But  it  was  the  voice  of  a  radical  friend  of 
the  slave,  Abby  KeUy  Foster,  who,  after  a  lifetime  of  public  agitation,  believed 
that  only  through  blood  could  his  freedom  be  won,  and  who  had  shouted  the 
fierce  cry  of  joy  that  the  question  had  been  submitted  to  the  decision  of  the 
sword.  With  most  of  us,  the  gloomy  thought  that  civil  war  had  begun  in 
our  own  land  overshadowed  everything  else ;  this  seemed  too  great  a  price 
to  pay  for  any  good, —  a  scourge  to  be  borne  only  in  preference  to  yielding 
what  was  to  us  the  very  groundwork  of  oui"  republicanism,  the  right  to 
enforce  a  fan."  interpretation  of  the  Constitution  through  the  election  of 
President  and  Congxess. 

Tlie  next  day  we  learned  that  Major  Anderson  had  surrendered,  and  the 
telegraphic  news  from  all  the  Northern  States  showed  plain  evidence  of  a 
popular  outburst  of  loyalty  to  the  Union,  following  a  brief  moment  of  dis- 
may. That  was  the  period  when  the  flag — The  Fluff — flew  out  to  the 
wind  from  every  housetop  in  our  great  cities,  and  when,  in  New  York, 
wildly  excited  crowds  marched  the  streets  demanding  that  the  suspected 
or  the  lukewann  should  show  the  symbol  of  nationality  as  a  committal  to 
the  country's  cause.  He  that  is  not  for  us  is  against  us,  was  the  deep, 
instinctive  feehng. 

Judge  Thomas  M.  Key  of  Cincinnati,  5>  chaii-man  of  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee, was  the  recognized  leader  of  the  Democratic  party  in  the  Senate,  and 
at  an  early  hour-  moved  an  adjournment  to  the  following  Tuesday,  in  order, 
as  he  said,  that  the  senators  might  have  the  opportunity  to  go  home  and 
consult  their  constituents  in  the  perilous  crisis  of  public  affairs.  No  objec- 
tion was  made  to  the  adjournment,  and  the  representatives  took  a  similar 
recess.  AU  were  in  a  state  of  most  anxious  suspense, — the  Republicans  to 
know  what  initiative  the  Administration  at  Washington  would  take,  and 
the  Democrats  to  determine  what  course  they  should  follow  if  the  President 
should  call  for  troops  to  put  down  the  insurrection. 

3>  Afterward  aide-de-eamp  and  acting  judge-advocate  on  General  McClellan's  stafE. 
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Before  we  met  again,  Mr.  Lincolu'.s  proclamation  and  call  for  75,000  men  for 
three  months'  service  had  Ijeen  issued,  and  the  gi-eat  mass  of  the  people  of  the 
North,  forgetting  all  party  distinctions,  answered  with  an  enthusiasm  that 
swept  xjoliticians  off  their  feet.  When  we  met  again  on  Tuesday  morning, 
Judge  Key,  taking  my  arm  and  jjacing  the  floor  outside  the  railing,  broke  out 
impetuously,  "Mr.  Cox,  the  people  have  gone  stark  mad  I"  —  ''I  knew  they 
would  if  a  blow  were  struck  against  the  flag,"  said  I,  reminding  him  of  some 
previous  conversations  we  had  had  on  the  suVjject.  He,  with  most  of  the  poli- 
ticians of  the  day,  partly  by  sympathy  with  the  overwhelming  cuirent  of 
pubUc  opinion,  and  partly  by  the  reaction  of  their  own  hearts  against  the 
theories  which  had  encoui-aged  the  secessionists,  determined  to  sujiport  the 
war  measm-es  of  the  Government  and  to  make  no  factious  opposition  to 
such  State  legislation  as  might  be  necessary  to  sustain  the  Federal 
Administration. 

The  attitude  of  IMi".  Key  is  only  a  tj^e  of  many  others,  and  marks  one  of 
the  most  striking  features  of  the  time.  On  the  8th  of  January  the  usual 
Democratic  convention  and  celebration  of  the  battle  of  New  Orleans  had 
taken  place,  and  a  series  of  resolutions  had  been  passed,  in  which,  professing 
to  speak  in  the  name  of  "  200,000  Democrats  of  Ohio,"  the  convention  had 
very  significantly  intimated  that  this  vast  organization  of  men  would  be  found 
in  the  way  of  any  attempt  to  put  down  secession  until  the  demands  of  the 
South  in  respect  to  slavery  were  complied  with.  A  few  days  aftenvard  I  was 
returning  to  Columbus  from  my  home  in  Trumbull  county,  and  meeting  upon 
the  railway  train  with  DaA'id  Tod,  then  an  active  Democratic  politician,  but 
afterward  one  of  our  loyal  "  war  governors,"  the  conversation  turned  on  the 
action  of  the  convention  which  had  just  adjourned.  Mr.  Tod  and  I  were  per- 
sonal friends  and  neighbors,  and  I  freely  expressed  my  smijrise  that  the  con- 
vention should  have  committed  itseK  to  what  must  be  interpreted  as  a  thi'eat 
of  insurrection  in  the  North,  if  the  Administration  should,  in  opposing  seces- 
sion by  force,  follow  the  example  of  Andrew  Jackson,  in  whose  honor  they  had 
assembled.  He  rather  vehemently  reasserted  the  substance  of  the  resolution, 
sajing  that  we  Republicans  would  find  the  200,000  Ohio  Democrats  in  front 
of  us,  if  we  attempted  to  cross  the  Ohio  Eiver.  My  answer  was,  "We  will  give 
up  the  contest  if  we  cannot  carry  your  200,000  over  the  heads  of  you  leaders." 

The  result  proved  how  hollow  the  party  assertions  had  been,  or,  i>»?rhaps,  I 
should  say,  how  superficial  was  the  hold  of  such  doctrines  upon  the  mass  of 
men  in  a  great  political  organization.  ^Vt  the  first  shot  from  Beauregard's 
guns  in  Charleston  Harbor  these  men  crowded  to  the  recruiting  stations  to 
enlist  for  the  defense  of  the  national  flag  and  the  national  union.  It  was  a 
poinilar  torrent  which  no  leaders  could  resist ;  but  many  of  these  should  be 
credited  with  the  same  patriotic  impulse,  and  it  made  them  nobly  obli\-ious 
of  party  consistency.  A  few  days  after  the  surrender  of  Sumter,  Ste]iheu  A. 
Douglas  passed  through  Cohtmbtison  his  way  to  Washington,  and,  in  response 
to  the  calls  of  a  spontaneous  gathering  of  peopl(\  spoke  to  them  from  the  win- 
dow of  his  bedroom  in  the  hotel.  There  had  been  no  thought  for  any  of  the 
couunon  surroundings  of  a  public  meeting.    There  were  no  torches,  no  music. 
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A  dark  mass  of  men  filled  full  the  dimly  lit  street,  aud  called  for  Douglas 
with  an  earnestness  of  tone  wholly  different  from  the  enthusiasm  of  common 
political  gatherings.  He  came  half-dressed  to  his  window,  and,  without  any 
hght  near  him,  spoke  solemnly  to  the  people  upon  the  terrible  crisis  which 
had  come  upon  the  nation.  Men  of  all  parties  were  there :  his  own  followers 
to  get  some  light  as  to  their  duty ;  the  Breckinridge  Democrats  ready,  most  of 
them,  rei^entantly  to  follow  a  Northern  leader  now  that  their  Southern  asso- 
ciates were  in  armed  opposition  to  the  Government ;  the  Republicans  eager  to 
know  whether  so  potent  an  influence  was  to  be  imreservedly  on  the  side  of  the 
nation.  I  remember  well  the  serious  solicitude  with  which  I  listened  to  his  open- 
ing sentences  as  I  leaned  against  the  railing  of  the  State  House  park,  trying 
in  vain  to  see  more  than  a  dim  outline  of  the  man  as  he  stood  at  the  unlighted 
window.  His  deep,  sonorous  tones  rolled  down  thi'ough  the  darkness  from 
above  us,  an  earnest,  measui'ed  voice,  the  more  solemn,  the  more  impressive, 
because  we  cordd  not  see  the  speaker,  and  it  came  to  us  literally  as  "  a  voice 
in  the  night," — the  night  of  our  country's  unspeakable  trial.  There  was  no 
uncertainty  in  his  tone ;  the  Union  must  be  preserved  and  the  insurrection  must 
be  crushed ;  he  pledged  his  hearty  supi3ort  to  Mr.  Lincoln's  administration  in 
doing  this ;  other  questions  must  stand  _    ^^ 

aside  till  the  national  authority  should  ^~ 

be  everywhere  recognized.  I  do  not 
think  we  gi'eatly  cheered  him, — it  was, 
rather,  a  deep  Amen  that  went  up 
from  the  crowd.  We  went  home 
breathing  more  freely  in  the  assur- 
ance we  now  felt  that,  for  a  time  at 
least,  no  organized  opi30sition  to  the 
Federal  Grovernment  and  its  poUcy  of 
coercion  could  be  formidable  in  the 
North. 

Yet  the  situation  hung  upon  us  like 
a  nightmare.  Garfield  and  I  were  lodg- 
ing together  at  the  time,  oiu-  wives 
being  kept  at  home  by  family  cares, 
and  when  we  reached  our  sitting- 
room,  after  an  evening  session  of  the 
Senate,  we  often  found  ourselves  in- 
voluntarily gi'oauing,  "  Civil  war  in 
our  land !  "  The  shame,  the  folly,  the 
outrage,,  seemed  too  great  to  beheve, 
and  we  half  hoped  to  wake  from  it  as 
from  a  di-eam.  Among  the  painful  remembrances  of  those  days  is  the  ever- 
present  weight  at  the  heart  which  never  left  me  tiU  I  found  relief  in  the 
active  duties  of  camp  life  at  the  close  of  the  month.  I  went  about  my 
duties  (and  I  am  sure  most  of  those  with  whom  I  associated  did  the  same)  with 
the  haK-choking  sense  of  a  giief  I  dared  not  think  of:   Uke   one  who  is 
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dragging  himself  to   the  ordinary  hibors  of  Ufe  from   some   terrilile  and 
recent  bereavement. 

We  talked  of  our  personal  duty,  and  though  both  Uartield  and  myself  had 
young  families,  we  were  agreed  that  om-  acti\ity  in  the  organization  and  sup- 
port of  the  RepubUcan  party  made  the  duty  of  supporting  the  Government 
by  military  service  come  peculiarly  home  to  us.  He  was,  for  the  moment, 
somewhat  trammeled  by  his  half-clerical  position,  but  he  very  soon  cut  the 
knot.  My  own  path  seemed  unmistakably  plain.  He,  more  careful  for  his 
friend  than  for  liimseK,  m-ged  upon  me  his  doubts  whether  my  physical 
strength  was  equal  to  the  strain  that  would  be  put  upon  it.  '*  I,"'  said  he,  "am 
big  and  strong,  and  if  my  relations  to  the  church  and  the  college  can  bo 
loosened,  I  shall  havcMio  excuse  for  not  enlisting,  but  you  ai"e  slender  and 
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■will  break  down."  It  is  true  I  then  looked  slender  for  a  man  six  feet  high  ; 
yet  I  had  confidence  in  the  elasticity  of  my  constitution,  and  the  result  justi- 
fied me,  while  it  also  showed  how  liable  one  is  to  mistake  in  such  things. 
Garfield  found  that  he  had  a  tendency  to  weakness  of  the  alimentary  system, 
which  broke  him  down  on  every  campaign  in  which  he  served,  and  led  to  his 
retiring  from  the  army  at  the  close  of  1863.  My  own  health,  on  the  other 
hand,  was  strengthened  by  ovitdoor  life  and  exposure,  and  I  served  to  the 
end  with  gi'owing  physical  vigor. 

When  Mr.  Lincoln  issued  his  fii'st  call  for  troops,  the  existing  laws  made  it 
necessary  that  these  should  be  fully  organized  and  officered  by  the  several 
States.  Then,  the  treasury  was  in  no  condition  to  bear  the  burden  of  war 
expenditures,  and,  till  Congress  could  assemble,  the  President  was  forced  to 
rely  on  the  States  for  means  to  equip  and  transport  their  own  men.  This 
threw  upon  the  governors  and  legislatures  of  the  loyal  States  responsibilities 
of  a  kind  wholly  unprecedented.  A  long  period  of  profound  peace  had 
made  every  military  organization  seem  almost  farcical.  A  few  inde- 
pendent companies  formed  the  merest  shadow  of  an  army,  and  the  State 
militia  proper  was  oidy  a  nominal  thing.  It  happened,  however,  that  I  held 
a  commission  as  brigadier  in  this  •  State  militia,  and  my  intimacy  with 
Governor  Dennison  led  him  to  call  upon  me  for  such  assistance  as  I  could 
render  in  the  first  enrollment  and  organization  of  the  Ohio  qiiota.  Arrang- 
ing to  be  caUed  to  the  Senate  chamber  when  my  vote  might  be  needed,  I 
gave  my  time  chiefly  to  such  military  matters  as  the  governor  appointed. 
Although,  as  I  have  said,  my  military  commission  had  been  a  nominal  thing, 
and  in  fact  I  had  never  worn  a  uniform,  I  had  not  wholly  neglected  theoretic 
preparation  for  such  work.  For  some  years,  the  possiljility  of  a  war  of  seces- 
sion had  been  one  of  the  things  which  were  forced  upon  the  thoughts  of 
reflecting  peoj^le,  and  I  had  given  some  careful  study  to  such  books  of  tactics 
and  of  strategy  as  were  within  easy  reach.  I  had  especially  been  led  to  read 
military  history  with  critical  care,  and  had  carried  away  many  valuable  ideas 
from  that  most  useful  means  of  military  education.  I  had,  therefore,  some 
notion  of  the  work  before  us,  and  could  approach  its  problems  with  less  loss 
of  time,  at  least,  than  if  I  had  been  whoUy  ignorant. 

My  commission  as  brigadier-general  in  the  Ohio  quota  in  national  service 
was  dated  the  23d  of  April.  Just  about  the  same  time  Captain  George  B. 
McCleUan  was  requested  by  Governor  Dennison  to  come  to  Columbus  for 
consultation,  and,  Ijy  the  governor's  request,  I  met  him  at  the  railway  station 
and  took  him  to  the  State  House.  I  think  Mr.  Lars  Anderson  (brother  of 
Major  Robert  Anderson)  and  Mr.  L'Hommedieu  of  Cincinnati  were  with 
him.  The  intimation  had  been  given  me  that  he  would  probably  be  made 
major-general  of  the  Ohio  contingent,  and  this,  naturally,  made  me  scan 
him  closely.  He  was  rather  under  the  medium  height,  but  muscularly 
formed,  with  broad  shoulders  and  a  well-poised  head,  active  and  graceful  in 
motion.  His  whole  appearance  was  quiet  and  modest,  but  when  drawn  out 
he  showed  no  lack  of  confidence  in  himself.  He  was  dressed  in  a  plain 
traveling  di-ess  and  wore  a  narrow-rimmed  soft  felt  hat.     In  short,  he  seemed 
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what  he  was,  a  railway  superintendent  in  his  basiness  clothes.  At  the  time, 
his  name  was  a  good  deal  associated  with  Beauregard's,  and  they  were  spoken 
of  as  young  men  of  similar  standing  in  the  engineer  coijjs  of  the  anny,  and 
gi'eat  things  were  exfjected  of  them  Ijoth  because  of  then-  scientific  knowledge 
of  their  profession,  though  McClellan  had  been  in  ciAil  life  for  some  years. 
McClellan's  report  on  the  Crimean  war  was  one  of  the  few  important 
memoirs  om-  old  anny  had  produced,  and  was  valuable  enough  to  give  a  just 
reputation  for  comprehensive  understanding  of  military  organization,  and 
the  promise  of  ability  to  conduct  the  operations  of  an  anny. 

I  was  present  at  the  interview  which  the  governor  had  ■with  him.  The  des- 
titution of  the  State  of  everjiihing  like  military  material  and  equipment  was 
very  plainly  put,  and  the  magnitude  of  the  task  of  buUdiug  up  a  small  anny 
out  of  nothing  was  not  blinked.  The  governor  spoke  of  the  emban-assment 
he  felt  at  every  step  from  the  lack  of  practical  military  experience  in  hLs  staff, 
and  of  his  desire  to  have  some  one  on  whom  he  coiild  properly  thi-ow  the 
details  of  military  work.  McClellan  showed  that  he  fully  understood  the 
difficulties  there  would  be  before  him,  and  said  no  man  could  wholly  master 
them  at  once,  although  he  had  confidence  that  if  a  few  weeks'  time  for  prepara- 
tion were  given,  he  would  be  able  to  put  the  Ohio  division  into  reasonable  form 
for  taking  the  field.  The  command  was  then  formally  tendered  and  accepte(L 
All  of  us  who  were  present  felt  that  the  selection  was  one  full  of  promise  and 
hope,  and  that  the  governor  had  done  the  wisest  thing  practicable  at  the  time. 

The  next  morning  McClellan  requested  me  to  acconq^any  him  to  the  State 
arsenal,  to  see  what  arms  and  material  might  be  there.  We  found  a  few  boxes 
of  smooth-bore  muskets  which  had  once  been  issued  to  militia  comjianies  and 
had  been  retm-ned  rusted  and  damaged.  No  belts,  cartridge-boxes,  or  other 
aceouterments  were  with  them.  There  were  two  or  thi'ee  smooth-bore  brass 
field-pieces,  6-pounders,  which  had  been  honey-combed  by  firing  salutes,  and 
of  which  the  vents  had  been  worn  out,  bushed,  and  worn  out  again.  In  a  heap 
in  one  corner  lay  a  confused  pile  of  mildewed  harness  which  had  been  once 
used  for  artillery  horses,  Init  was  now  not  worth  carrying  away.  There  bad 
for  many  years  been  no  money  appropriated  to  buy  military  material  or  even 
to  protect  the  little  the  State  had.  The  Federal  Government  had  oci'asionally 
distributed  some  arms  which  were  in  the  hamls  of  the  independent  uniformed 
militia,  and  the  arsenal  was  simply  an  empty  store-house.  It  did  not  take 
long  to  complete  our  inspection.  At  the  door,  as  we  were  leaving  the  build- 
ing, McClellan  tm-ned,  and,  looking  back  into  its  emptiness,  remarked,  half 
humorously  and  half  sadly,  "A  fine  stock  of  munitions  on  which  to  begin  a 
great  war ! " 

We  winit  back  to  the  State  House  where  a  room  was  assigned  us.  and  we 
sat  down  to  work.  The  fii'st  task  was  to  make  out  detailed  schedules  and 
estimates  of  what  would  lie  needed  to  equip  ten  thousand  men  for  the  field. 
This  was  a  unit  Avhicli  could  be  used  by  the  governor  and  Legislature  in  esti- 
mating the  ap])ropriations  needed  then  or  subsequently.  Intervals  in  this 
labor  were  used  in  discussing  the  general  situation  and  plans  of  campaign. 
Before  tlie  close  of  the  week  McClellan  drew  up  a  }>aper  embodj-iug  his  own 
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views,  and  forwarded  it  to  Lieutenaut-Greneral  Scott.  He  read  it  to  me,  and 
my  recollection  of  it  is  that  he  suggested  two  principal  lines  of  movement 
in  the  West :  one  to  move  eastward  by  the  Kanawha  Valley  with  a  heavy 
column  to  cooperate  with  an  army  in  front  of  Washington;  the  other  to 
march  directly  southward  and  to  open  the  Valley  of  the  Mississippi.  Scott's 
answer  was  appreciative  and  flattering,  without  distinctly  approving  his  plan, 
and  I  have  never  doubted  that  the  paper  prepared  the  way  for  his  appoint- 
ment in  the  regular  army,  which  followed  at  an  early  day.  | 

But  in  trying  to  give  a  connected  idea  of  the  first  military  organization  of 
the  State,  I  have  outrun  some  incidents  of  those  days  which  are  worth  recol- 
lection. From  the  hour  the  call  for  troops  was  published,  enlistments  began, 
and  recruits  were  parading  the  streets  continually.  At  the  capitol  the  rest- 
less impulse  to  be  doing  something  mihtary  seized  even  upon  the  members 
of  the  Legislature,  and  a  good  many  of  them  assembled  every  evening  upon 
the  east  terrace  of  the  State  House  to  be  drilled  in  inarching  and  facing  by 
one  or  two  of  their  own  number  who  had  some  knowledge  of  company  tac- 
tics. Most  of  the  uniformed  mdependent  companies  in  the  cities  of  the  State 
immediately  tendered  their  services  and  began  to  recruit  theii"  numbers  to  the 
hundred  men  requu-ed  for  acceptance.  There  was  no  time  to  procure  uni- 
forms, nor  was  it  desirable ;  for  these  companies  had  chosen  their  own,  and 
would  have  to  change  it  for  that  of  the  United  States  as  soon  as  this  could 
be  fui'uished.  For  some  days  companies  could  be  seen  marching  and  diilliug, 
of  wliich  part  would  be  uniformed  in  some  gaudy  style  such  as  is  apt  to  pre- 
vail in  holiday  parades  in  time  of  peace,  while  another  part  woidd  be  dressed 
in  the  ordinary  working  garb  of  citizens  of  all  degrees.  The  uniformed  files 
would  also  be  armed  and  accoutered,  the  others  would  be  without  arms  or 
equipments,  and  as  awkward  a  squad  as  could  weU  be  imagined.  The  mate- 
rial, however,  was  magnificent  and  soon  began  to  take  shape.  The  fancy 
uniforms  were  left  at  home,  and  some  approximation  to  a  simple  and  useful 
costume  was  made.  The  recent  popular  outljurst  in  Italy  fvu'nished  a  useful 
idea,  and  the  "  Garibaldi  uniform  "  of  a  red  flannel  shirt  with  broad  falling 
collar,  with  blue  trousers  held  by  a  leathern  waist-belt,  and  a  soft  felt  hat  for 
the  head,  was  extensively  copied  and  served  an  excellent  purpose.  It  could 
be  made  by  the  wives  and  sisters  at  home,  and  was  all  the  more  acce]:>table 
for  that.  The  spring  was  ojjening  and  a  heavy  coat  would  not  be  much 
needed,  so  that  with  some  sort  of  overcoat  and  a  good  blanket  in  an  imj^i-o- 
vised  knapsack,  the  new  company  was  not  badly  provided.  The  warm  sear- 
let  color  reflected  from  their  enthusiastic  faces  as  they  stood  in  line  made  a 
pictm-e  that  never  failed  to  impress  the  mustering  officers  with  the  splendid 
character  of  the  men. 

The  officering  of  these  new  troops  was  a  difficult  and  delicate  task,  and,  so 
far  as  company  officers  were  concerned,  there  seemed  no  better  way  at  the 
beginning  than  to  let  the  enlisted  men  elect  then*  own,  as  was  in  fact  done. 
In  most  cases  where  entirely  new  companies  were  raised,  it  had  been  by  the 

4.  Seott's  answer  was  dated  May  3d,  and  is  given  by  General  E.  D.  Townsend  (then  on  Scott's  stafE), 
in  his  "  Anecdotes  of  the  Civil  War." 
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euthusitistic  efforts  of  some  energetic  volunteers  who  were  natiu'ally  made  the 
conniiissioned  officers.  But  not  always.  There  were  numerous  examples  of 
self-denial  by  men  who  remained  in  the  ranks  after  expending  much  labor 
and  money  in  recruiting,  modestly  refusing  the  honors,  and  giAiug  way  to  some 
one  snjiposed  to  have  military  knowledge  or  experience.  The  war  in  Mexico 
in  1S40-7  had  been  our  latest  conflict  with  a  civilized  people,  and  to  have  served 
in  it  was  a  sure  passport  to  conlidence.  It  had  often  been  a  ser^^ce  more  in 
name  than  in  fact ;  but  the  young  volunteers  felt  so  deeply  their  own  igno- 
rance that  they  were  ready  to  yield  to  any  pretense  of  superior  knowledge, 
and  generoiisly  to  trust  themselves  to  any  one  wlio  wouhl  otfer  to  lead  them. 
Hosts  of  chai'latans  and  incompetents  were  thus  put  into  rt'sponsible  places  at 
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the  beginning,  but  the  sifting  work  went  on  fast  after  the  troops  were  once 
in  the  field.  The  election  of  field-officers,  however,  ought  not  to  have  been 
allowed.  Companies  were  necessarily  regimented  together  of  which  each 
could  have  httle  personal  knowledge  of  the  officers  of  the  others;  intrigue 
and  demagogy  soon  came  into  play,  and  almost  fatal  mistakes  were  made  in 
selection.     The  evil  worked  its  cure,  but  the  ill  effects  of  it  were  long  visible. 

The  immediate  need  of  troops  to  protect  Washington  caused  most  of  the 
uniformed  companies  to  be  united  into  the  first  two  regiments,  which  were 
quickly  dispatched  to  the  East.  These  off,  companies  began  to  stream  in  from 
all  parts  of  the  State.  On  then-  first  arrival  they  were  quartered  wherever 
shelter  could  be  had,  as  there  were  no  tents  or  sheds  to  make  a  camp  for  them. 
Going  to  my  evening  work  at  the  State  House,  as  I  crossed  the  rotunda  I  saw 
a  company  marching  in  by  the  south  door,  and  another  disposing  itself  for 
the  night  iipon  the  marl)le  j^avement  near  the  east  entrance ;  as  I  passed  on  to 
the  north  hall,  I  saw  another  that  had  come  a  httle  earlier  holding  a  jjrayer- 
meeting,  the  stone  arches  echoing  with  the  excited  supplications  of  some  one 
who  was  borne  out  of  himself  by  the  terrible  pressui-e  of  events  around  him, 
while,  mingUng  with  his  pathetic,  beseeching  tones  as  he  prayed  for  his  country, 
came  the  shriU  notes  of  the  fife  and  the  thl^ndering•  din  of  the  ubiquitous 
bass-di'um  from  the  company  marching  in  on  the  other  side.  In  the  Senate 
chamber  a  company  was  quartered,  and  the  senators  were  supplying  them 
with  paper  and  pens  with  which  "  the  boys "  were  writing  their  farewells  to 
mothers  and  sweethearts,  whom  they  hardly  dared  hope  they  should  see 
again.  A  similar  scene  was  going  on  in  the  Representatives'  hall,  another  in 
the  Supreme  Coiu't-room.  In  the  executive  office  sat  the  governor,  the 
unwonted  noises,  when  the  door  was  opened,  breaking  in  on  the  quiet,  business- 
like air  of  the  room, — he  meanwhile  dictating  dispatches,  indicating  answers 
to  others,  receiving  committees  of  citizens,  giviug  directions  to  officers  of  com- 
panies and  regiments,  accommodating  himself  to  the  willful  democracy  of  our 
institutions  which  insists  upon  seeing  the  man  in  chief  command,  and  will  not 
take  its  answer  from  a  subordinate,  until  in  the  small  hoiu's  of  the  night  the 
noises  were  hushed,  and  after  a  brief  hour  of  effective,  undistm'bed  work  upon 
the  matters  of  chief  importance,  he  could  leave  the  glare  of  his  gas-lighted 
office  and  seek  a  few  horu's'  rest,  only  to  renew  his  wearing  labors  on  the 
morrow. 

On  the  streets  the  excitement  was  of  a  rougher  if  not  more  intense  charac- 
ter. A  minority  of  unthinking  partisans  could  not  understand  the  strength 
and  sweep  of  the  great  popular  movement,  and  would  sometimes  venture  to 
speak  out  then-  sympathy  with  the  rebehion,  or  then-  sneers  at  some  party 
friend  who  had  enhsted.  In  the  boiling  temper  of  the  time  the  quick  answer 
was  a  blow ;  and  it  was  one  of  the  common  incidents  of  the  day  for  those  who 
came  into  the  State  House  to  tell  of  a  knock-down  that  had  occurred  hei'e  or 
there,  when  this  popular  punishment  had  been  administered  to  some  indis- 
creet "  rebel-s\Tnpathizer." 

Various  duties  brought  young  army  officers  of  the  regular  service  to  the 
State  capital,  and  others  sought  a  brief  leave  of  absence  to  come  and  offer 
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their  services  to  the  governor  of  theii'  native  State.  General  Scott  had 
planted  himself  fii-mly  on  the  theoiy  that  the  regular  ai-my  must  be  the  prin- 
cipal reliance  for  severe  work,  and  that  the  volunteers  could  only  be  auxilia- 
ries around  this  solid  nucleus  which  would  show  them  the  way  to  perform 
their  duty,  and  take  the  brunt  of  eveiy  encounter.  The  young  regulars  who 
asked  leave  to  accept  commissions  in  State  regiments  were  therefore  refused, 
and  were  ordered  to  their  own  subaltern  positions  and  posts.  There  can  be 
no  doubt  that  the  true  policy  would  have  been  to  encourage  the  whole  of  this 
younger  class  to  enter  at  once  the  ^'olunteer  ser\'ice.  They  would  have  been 
fleld-of&cers  in  the  new  regiments,  and  would  have  impressed  discipline  and 
system  upon  the  organization  from  the  lieginning.  The  Confederates  really 
profited  by  having  no  regular  army.  They  gave  to  the  officers  who  left  our 
service,  it  is  true,  commissions  in  their  so-called  "  pro\-isional''  army,  to 
encourage  them  to  expect  permanent  mihtary  positions  if  the  war  should  end 
in  the  independence  of  the  South ;  but  this  was  only  a  nominal  organization, 
and  tlieir  real  army  was  made  up  (as  oiu's  truiied  out  practically  to  be)  fi'om  the 
regiments  of  State  volunteers.  Less  than  a  year  afterward  we  changed  oiu-  pol- 
icy, but  it  was  then  too  late  to  induce  many  of  the  regular  officers  to  take  regi- 
mental positions  in  the  volunteer  troops.  I  hesitate  to  declare  that  this  was 
not,  after  all,  for  the  best ;  for,  although  the  organization  of  o\u-  aiTuy  woidd 
have  l;)eeu  more  rapidly  perfected,  there  are  other  considerations  which  have 
much  weight.  The  army  would  not  have  been  the  popidar  thing  it  was,  its 
close  identification  Avith  the  people's  movement  woidd  have  been  weakened, 
and  it,  perhaps,  would  not  so  readily  have  melted  again  into  the  mass  of  the 
nation  at  the  close  of  the  war. 

On  the  29th  of  April  I  was  ordered  by  McClellan  to  proceed  next  morning 
to  Camp  Denuison,  near  Cincinnati,  where  he  had  fixed  the  site  for  a  per- 
manent camp  of  instruction.  I  took  with  me  one  fidl  regiment  and  half  of 
another.  The  day  was  a  fair  one,  and  when  about  noon  our  railway  train 
reached  the  camj)ing  ground,  it  seemed  an  excellent  place  for  om*  work.  The 
drawback  was  that  the  land  Avas  planted  in  wheat  and  corn,  instead  of  being 
meadow  or  pastiu-e  land.  Captain  Rosecrans  (later  the  well-known  general) 
met  us  as  McClellan's  engineer  officer,  coming  from  Cincinnati  with  a  ti'ain- 
load  of  lumber.  With  his  compass  and  chain,  and  by  the  help  of  a  small 
detail  of  men,  he  soon  laid  off  the  two  regimental  camps,  and  the  general 
lines  of  the  whole  encampment  for  a  dozen  regiments.  The  men  of  the 
regiments  shouldered  the  pine  boards,  and  carried  them  up  to  the  lines  of  the 
company  streets  which  were  close  to  the  hills  skirting  the  valley,  and  which 
opened  into  the  paraile  and  drill  gi'ound  along  the  railway.  Mgorous  work 
lioused  all  tlie  men  before  night,  and  it  was  W(>11  that  it  did  so,  for  the  weather 
changed  in  the  evening,  a  cold  rain  came  on,  and  the  next  morning  was  a  chiU 
and  dreary  one.  My  own  lunidquarters  were  in  a  little  brick  school-house  of  one 
stoi-y,  and  ^\\W\  a  single  aide  (my  only  staff-officer)  we  bestowed  ourselves  for 
the  night  in  the  little  spaces  between  the  pupils'  desks  and  the  teacbei-'s  pulpit. 
The  Anndy,  cheerless  night  was  a  long  one,  but  gave  place  at  last  to  a  fickle, 
changeable  day  of  drifting  showers  and  occasional  sunshine,  and  we  were 
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roused  by  our  first  reveille  in  camp.  A  breakfast  was  made  from  some 
cooked  provisions  brought  with  us,  aud  we  resumed  the  duty  of  organizing 
and  instructing  the  camp.  With  the  vigorous  outdoor  life  and  the  full 
physical  and  mental  employment,  the  depression  which  had  weighed  upon 
me  since  the  news  of  the  guns  at  Sumter  passed  away,  never  to  return. 

New  battalions  arrived  from  day  to  day,  the  cantonments  were  built  by 
themselves,  hke  the  first,  and  the  business  of  instruction  and  di-ih  was  systema- 
tized. The  men  were  not  yet  armed,  so  there  was  no  temptation  to  begin  too 
soon  with  the  manual  of  the  musket,  and  they  were  kejjt  industriously  employed 
in  marching  in  single  hue,  by  file,  in  changing  direction,  in  forming  column  of 
fom's  from  double  line,  etc.,  before  their  guns  were  put  into  their  hands.  Each 
regiment  was  treated  as  a  separate  camp  with  its  own  chain  of  sentinels,  and 
the  officers  of  the  guard  were  constantly  busy  inspecting  the  sentinels  on  post 
and  teaching  guard  and  picket  duty  theoretically  to  the  reliefs  off  duty.  Schools 
were  estabUshed  in  each  regiment  for  field  and  staff'  as  well  as  for  company 
officers,  and  Hardee's  "Tactics"  was  in  the  hands  of  everybody  who  could  pro- 
cure a  copy.  One  of  the  proofs  of  the  unprecedented  scale  of  our  war  prepara- 
tion is  found  in  the  fact  that  the  supply  of  the  authorized  "  Tactics  "  was  soon 
exhausted,  making  it  difiieult  to  get  the  means  of  instruction  in  the  company 
schools.  The  arri\dng  regiments  sometimes  had  then*  fii'st  taste  of  camp  life 
under  circumstances  well  calculated  to  dampen  then'  ardor.  The  -ith  Ohio,  under 
Colonel  LorinAndi'ews,  president  of  Kenyon  College,  came  just  before  a  thunder- 
storm one  evening,  and  the  bivouac  that  night  was  as  rough  a  one  as  his  men 
were  likely  to  experience  for  many  a  day.  They  made  shelter  by  placing  boards 
from  the  fence-tops  to  the  ground,  but  the  fields  were  level  and  soon  became  a 
mii'e  rmder  the  pouring  rain,  so  that  they  were  a  queer-looking  lot  when  they 
crawled  out  in  the  morning.  The  sun  was  then  shining  bright,  however,  and 
they  had  better  cover  for  theu*  heads  by  the  next  night.  The  7th  Ohio, 
which  was  recruited  in  Cleveland  and  on  the  "Western  Reserve,"  sent  a 
party  in  advance  to  build  some  of  their  huts,  and  though  they  too  came 
in  a  rain-storm,  they  were  less  uncomfortable  than  some  of  the  others. 
In  the  course  of  a  fortnight  all  the  regiments  of  the  Ohio  contingent  were 
in  the  camp,  except  the  two  that  had  been  hm-ried  to  Washington.  They 
were  organized  into  three  brigades.  The  brigadiers,  besides  myself,  were 
Generals  J.  H.  Bates  and  Newton  Scldeich.  G-eneral  Bates,  who  was  the 
senior,  and  as  such  assumed  command  of  the  camp  in  McCleUan's  absence, 
was  a  gTaduate  of  West  Point  who  had  served  some  years  in  the  regTdar 
army,  but  had  resigned  and  adopted  the  profession  of  law.  General  Schleich 
was  a  Democratic  senator,  who  had  been  in  the  State  mihtia,  and  had  been 
one  of  the  drill-masters  of  the  Legislative  Squad,  which  had  diiUed  ujDon  the 
Capitol  terrace.  McCleUan  had  intended  to  make  his  own  headquarters  in 
the  camp ;  but  the  convenience  of  attending  to  official  business  in  Cincinnati 
kept  him  in  the  city.  His  iDurpose  was  to  make  the  brigade  organizations 
permanent,  and  to  take  them  as  a  division  to  the  field  when  they  were  a  Uttle 
prepared  for  the  work.  Like  many  other  good  plans,  it  failed  to  be  carried 
out.    I  was  the  only  one  of  the  brigadiers  who  remained  in  the  service  after 
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the  first  enlistment  for  ninety  days,  and  it  was  my  fate  to  take  the  field  ^\\Xh 
new  regiments,  only  one  of  which  had  been  in  my  brigade  in  camp.  After 
General  Bates's  anival  my  own  hut  was  built  on  the  slope  of  the  hiUside 
behind  my  brigade,  close  under  the  wooded  ridge,  and  here  for  the  next  six 
weeks  was  my  home.  The  morning  brought  its  hour  of  business  corresjwnd- 
ence  relating  to  the  command ;  then  came  the  diill,  when  the  parade  ground 
was  full  of  marching  companies  and  squads.  Officers'  drill  followed,  with 
sword  exercise  and  pistol  practice,  and  the  evening  was  allotted  to  schools  of 
theoretic  tactics,  outpost  duty,  and  the  hke. 

The  first  fortnight  in  camj)  was  the  hardest  for  the  ti'oops.  The  plowed 
fields  became  deep  with  mud  which  nothing  could  remove  till  steady  good 
weather  should  allow  them  to  be  packed  hai-d  imder  the  continued  ti'amp  of 
thousands  of  men.  The  organization  of  camp-kitchens  had  to  be  learned  by 
the  hardest  experience  also,  and  the  men  who  had  some  aptitude  for  cook- 
ing had  to  be  found  by  a  slow  process  of  natural  selection,  duiing  which 
many  an  unpalatable  meal  had  to  be  eaten.  A  disagi'eeable  bit  of  infonna- 
tion  soon  came  to  us  in  the  proof  that  more  than  half  the  men  had  never  had 
the  contagious  diseases  of  infancy.  The  measles  broke  out,  and  we  had  to 
organize  a  camp-hospital  at  once.  A  large  barn  near  by  was  taken  for  this 
purpose,  and  the  siu'geons  had  theii-  hands  full  of  cases,  which,  however  triv- 
ial they  might  seem  at  home,  were  here  aggravated  into  dangerous  illness  by 
the  unwonted  surroundings,  and  the  impossibility  of  securing  the  needed  pro- 
tection from  exposure.  The  good  women  of  Cincinnati  took  promptly  in 
hand  the  task  of  i)roviding  niu-ses  for  the  sick  and  proper  diet  and  dehcaoies 
for  hospital  use.  The  Sisters  of  Charity,  under  the  lead  of  Sister  Anthony,  a 
noble  woman,  came  out  in  force,  and  their  black  and  white  robes  hai-monized 
pictui'esqnely  with  the  military  sui'roundings,  as  they  flitted  aboiit  under  the 
rough  timber  framing  of  the  old  barn,  carrying  comfort  and  hope  fi'om  one 
rude  couch  to  another. 

As  to  supplies,  hardly  a  man  in  a  regiment  knew  how  to  make  out  a  requi- 
sition for  rations  or  for  clothing,  and,  easy  as  it  is  to  rail  at  "  red-tape,"  the 
necessity  of  keeping  a  check  upon  embezzlement  and  wastefulness  justifieii 
the  staff-bureaus  at  Washington  in  insisting  upon  regular  vouchers  to  support 
the  quartermasters'  and  commissaries'  accounts.  But  here,  too,  men  were 
gradually  found  who  had  special  talent  for  the  work.  Where  eveiybody  had 
to  learn  a  new  business,  it  would  have  been  niii'aeulous  if  grave  errors  had  not 
frequently  oceiirred.  Looking  back  at  it,  the  wonder  is  that  the  blimders  and 
mishaps  had  not  been  tenfold  more  mimerous  than  they  were. 

By  the  middle  of  May  the  confusion  had  given  way  to  reasonable  system, 
but  Ave  now  were  obliged  to  meet  the  embarrassments  of  recn-ganization  for  three 
yeai's,  under  the  President's  second  call  for  troops  (^lay  Jul).  In  every  company 
some  discontented  spirits  wanted  to  go  home,  and,  to  avoid  the  odiiun  of 
going  alone,  they  became  mischief-makers,  seeking  to  prevent  the  whole  com- 
pany from  reenlisting.  The  gi'O^Hng  discipline  was  relaxed  or  lost  in  the  solici- 
tations, the  electioneering,  the  speech-making,  and  the  other  common  arts  of 
persuasion.     In  spite  of  aU  these  discouragements,  however,  the  daily  diills 
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and  instruction  went  on  -with  some  approach  to  regiilai'ity,  and  our  raw 
volunteers  began  to  look  more  like  soldiers.  Captain  GTordon  Granger,  of  the 
regular  army,  came  to  muster  the  reenlisted  regiments  into  the  three-years 
service,  and  as  he  stood  at  the  right  of  the  4tli  Ohio,  looking  doAvn  the  hue  of 
a  thousand  stalwart  men,  all  in  their  Graribaldi  shirts  (for  we  had  not  yet  got 
oiu'  uniforms),  he  turned  to  me  and  exclaimed,  "  My  God !  that  such  men 

should  be  food  for  powder ! "  It  certainly 
was  a  display  of  manliness  and  intelli- 
gence such  as  had  hardly  ever  been  seen 
in  the  ranks  of  an  army.  There  were  in 
camp  at  that  time,  three  if  not  fom-  com- 
panies in  different  regiments  that  were 
whoUy  made  up  of  luider-graduates  of 
colleges,  who  had  enlisted  together,  their 
officers  being  theii-  tutors  and  professors. 
And  where  there  was  not  so  striking  evi- 
dence as  this  of  the  enlistment  of  the  best 
of  our  youth,  every  company  could  still 
show  that  it  was  largely  recruited  from 
the  best  nui'tured  and  most  promising- 
young  men  of  the  community. 

Granger  had  been  in  the  South-west 
when  the  secession  movement  began,  and 
had  seen  the  formation  of  military  compa- 
nies everywhere,  and  the  incessant  drill- 
ing which  had  been  going  on  all  winter ; 
while  we,  in  a  strange  condition  of  pohtical  paralysis,  had  been  doing  nothing. 
His  infoi'mation  was  eagerly  sought  by  us  all,  and  he  lost  no  opporttmity  of 
impressing  upon  us  the  fact  that  the  South  was  nearly  six  months  ahead  of  us 
in  organization  and  preparation.  He  did  not  conceal  his  belief  that  we  were 
likely  to  find  the  war  a  much  longer  and  more  serious  piece  of  business  than 
was  commonly  expected,  and  that,  unless  we  pushed  hard  om-  drilling  and 
instruction,  we  should  find  oiu'selves  at  a  disadvantage  m  our  earlier  encoun- 
ters. What  he  said  had  a  good  effect  in  making  officers  and  men  take  more 
willingly  to  the  laborious  routine  of  the  parade  ground  and  the  regimental 
school ;  for  such  opinions  as  his  soon  ran  through  a  camp,  and  they  were  com- 
mented upon  by  the  enlisted  men  quite  as  earnestly  as  among  the  officers. 
StUl,  hope  kept  the  upper  hand,  and  I  believe  that  three-fourths  of  us  still 
cherished  the  belief  that  a  single  campaign  would  end  the  war. 

Though  most  of  oui*  men  were  native  Ohioans,  we  had  in  camp  two 
regiments  made  up  of  other  material.  The  9th  Ohio  was  recruited 
from  the  Germans  of  Cincinnati,  and  was  commanded  by  Colonel  Robert 
McCook.  In  camp,  the  diilling  of  the  regiment  feU  almost  completely  into 
the  hands  of  the  adjutant.  Lieutenant  August  Willich  (afterward  a  general  of 
division),  and  McCook,  who  humorously  exaggerated  his  own  lack  of  military 
knowledge,  used  to  say  that  he  was  only  "  clerk  for  a  thousand  Dutchmen,"  so 
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completely  did  tlie  care  of  equipi>ing  and  proA-iding  for  Ms  regiment  engross 
his  time  and  labor.  The  10th  Ohio  -svas  an  Irish  regiment,  also  from  Cincm- 
nati,  and  its  men  were  proud  to  call  themselves  the  "  Bloody  Tinth."  The 
briUiant  Lytle  was  its  commander,  and  hLs  conti-ol  over  them,  even  in  the 
beginning  of  their  service  and  near  the  city  of  their  home,  showed  that  they 
had  fallen  into  competent  hands.  It  happened,  of  course,  that  the  guard- 
house pretty  frequently  contained  representatives  of  the  10th,  who,  on  the 
short  fm'loughs  that  were  allowed  them,  took  a  parting  glass  too  many  with 
their  friends  in  the  city,  and  came  to  camp  Ijoisterously  ch-unk.  But  the  men 
of  the  regiment  got  it  into  then-  heads  that  the  13th,  which  lay  just  opposite 
them  across  the  raih-oad,  took  a  malicious  pleasure  in  fiUing  the  guard-hoiLse 
with  the  Irishmen.  Some  threats  had  been  made  that  they  would  go  over 
and  "  clean  out "  the  13th,  and  one  fine  evening  these  came  to  a  head.  I  sud- 
denly got  orders  from  General  Bates  to  form  my  brigade  and  march  them  at 
once  between  the  10th  and  13th  to  prevent  a  coUision  that  seemed  imminent. 
The  long-roll  was  beaten  as  if  the  ch'ummers  realized  the  fuU  importance  of 
the  first  opportimity  to  sound  that  warlike  signal.  We  marched  by  the  moon- 
light into  the  space  between  the  belligerent  regiments ;  but  L^-tle  ah-eady  had 
got  his  own  men  under  control,  and  the  less  mercmial  13th  were  not  disposed 
to  be  aggressive,  so  that  we  were  soon  dismissed,  with  a  compliment  for  om* 
promptness. 

The  six  weeks  of  oui*  stay  in  Camp  Dennison  seem  hke  months  in  the  reti'o- 
spect,  so  full  were  they  crowded  with  new  experiences.  The  change  came  in 
an  unexpected  way.  The  initiative  taken  by  the  Confederates  in  West  Vir- 
ginia had  to  be  met  by  prompt  action,  and  McCleUau  was  forced  to  di'op  liis 
own  plans  and  meet  the  exigency.  The  organization  and  equipment  of  the 
regiments  for  the  thi'ee-years  ser^dce  was  still  incomplete,  and  the  brigades 
were  broken  up,  to  take  across  the  Ohio  the  regiments  best  prepared  to  go. 
This  was  discoui'aging  to  a  brigade  commander,  for,  even  'n*ith  veteran  troops, 
acquaintanceship  between  the  officer  and  his  command  is  a  necessaiy  conchtion 
of  confidence  and  a  most  important  element  of  strength.  My  own  assign- 
ment to  the  Great  Kanawha  distiict  was  one  I  had  every  reason  to  be  content 
with,  except  that  for  several  months  I  felt  the  thsadvautage  I  suffered  from 
having  command  of  troops  which  I  had  never  seen  till  we  met  in  the  field. 
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THE  CONFEDERATE   GOVERNMENT  AT   MONTGOMERY. 

BY  E.  BARNWELL  RHETT   (EDITOR  OF  THE   CHARLESTON   "MERCURY,"  1860-62). 


TWENTY-SIX  years  have  passed  since  the  delegates  of  six  States  of  the 
South  that  had  seceded  from  the  Union  met  in  a  convention  or  Pro- 
visional Congress,  at  the  Capitol,  at  Montgomery,  Alabama.  Twenty-one 
years  have  elapsed  since  the  close  of  the  war  between  the  States  of  the  North 
and  the  eleven  States  of  the  South  that  entered  the  Confederate  Govern- 
ment then  and  there  organized.  Most  of  the  men  who  participated  in  the 
deliberations  of  that  convention  are  dead,  and  the  few  now  left  will  before 
long  be  laid  away.  Of  the  debates  of  that  body  there  is  no  recoixl,  and  the 
proceedings  in  secret  session  have  never  been  pul^lished.  In  Washington 
the  proceedings  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  were  open,  and  at 
the  North  there  was  an  intelligent,  well-informed,  powerful  public  opinion 
throLighout  the  war.  Not  so  at  the  South.  Secret  sessions  were  commenced 
at  Montgomery,  and  at  Richmond  almost  all  important  business  was  trans- 
acted away  from  the  knowledge  and  thus  beyond  the  criticism  of  the  people. 
Latterly,  accounts  of  the  battles  fought  have  been  written  from  every  stand- 
point ;  but  of  the  t?oui'se  and  policy  of  the  Confederate  Grovernment,  which 
held  in  its  hands  all  the  resources  of  the  Southern  people,  and  directed  their 
affairs,  diplomatic,  financial,  naval,  and  military,  little  has  been  said.  During 
the  war  scarcely  anything  was  known  except  results,  and  when  the  war  ter- 
minated, the  people  of  the  South,  though  greatly  dissatisfied,  were  generally 
as  ignorant  of  the  management  of  Confederate  affau's  as  the  people  of  the 
North.  The  arrest  and  long  imprisonment  of  the  President  of  the  Confed- 
eracy made  of  him  a  representative  martyr,  and  silenced  the  voice  of  criticism 
at  the  South.  And  up  to  this  time  little  has  been  done  to  point  out  the 
causes  of  the  events  which  occurred,  or  to  develop  the  truth  of  history  in  this 
direction.  It  very  well  suits  men  at  the  South  who  opposed  secession  to  com- 
pliment then-  own  sagacity  by  assuming  that  the  end  was  inevitable.  Nor 
do  men  identified  with  the  Confederacy  by  office,  or  feeling  obligation  for  its 
appreciation  of  their  personal  merits,  find  it  hard  to  persuade  themselves 
that  all  was  done  that  could  be  done  in  "  the  lost  cause."    And,  in  general, 
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it  may  be  an  agi'eealjle  sop  to  Southern  ftride  to  take  for  gi'anted  that  supe- 
rior niunbers  alone  effected  the  result.  Yet,  in  the  gi-eat  wars  of  the  world, 
nothing  is  so  little  proved  as  that  the  more  numerous  always  and  necessarily 
pi'evail.     On  the  contrarj^,  the  facts  of  history  show  that  brains  have  ever 

been  more  potent  than  brawn. 
The  career  of  the  Confederate 
States  exhibits  no  exception  to 
this  inile.  Eliminate  the  good 
sense  and  unselfish  earnestness  of 
;Mi-.  Lincoln,  and  the  gi-eat  ability 
and  practical  energj-  of  Sewai-d 
and  Adams,  and  of  Stanton  and 
Chase  from  the  control  of  the 
affairs  of  the  United  States;  con- 
ceive a  management  of  third-rate 
and  incompetent  men  in  theii" 
l^laces — will  any  one  doubt  that 
matters  would  have  ended  differ- 
ently i  To  many  it  may  be  unpal- 
atable to  hear  that  at  the  South  aU 
was  not  done  that  might  have  been 
done  and  that  cardinal  blunders 
were  made.  But  what  is  pleasing 
is  not  always  trae,  and  there  can  be 
no  good  exeiise  now  for  suppress- 
ing important  facts  or  perverting 
history.  The  time  has  come  when 
pulilic  attention  may  with  pro- 
priety be  directed  to  the  realities  of  that  momentous  period  at  the  South. 

On  the  :20th  of  Decemlier,  1860,  South  Carolina  passed  unanimously  the  first 
ordinance  of  secession,  in  these  words : 

"  We,  the  people  of  the  State  of  South  CavoUua  iu  convention  assembled,  do  declare  and 
ordain,  and  it  is  hereby  declared  and  ordained,  that  the  ordinance  adopted  by  ns  in  convention 
on  the  twenty-third  day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundi-ed  and  eighty- 
eight,  whereby  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  of  America  was  ratitied.  and  also,  all 
Acts  and  parts  of  Acts  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State,  ratifyiusr  amendments  of  the  said 
Constitution,  are  hereby  repealed ;  and  that  the  Union  now  sultsisting  Vietween  South  Carolina 
and  other  States,  under  the  name  of  'the  United  States  of  America,'  is  hereby  dissolved." 

On  her  iu%-itatiou,  six  other  Southern  States  sent  delegates  to  a  conven- 
tion in  Montgomeiy,  Alabama,  for  the  piu'pose  of  organizing  a  Confederacy. 
On  the  4th  of  February,  1861,  this  convention  assembled.  The  material 
which  constituted  it  was  of  a  mixed  character.  There  were  membei-s  who 
were  constitutionally  timid  and  unfit  by  character  and  temperament  to  par- 
ticipate hi  such  work  as  was  on  hand.  Others  had  little  knowledge  of  pubUc 
aft'airs  on  a  large  scale,  and  had  studied  neither  the  resources  of  the  South 
nor  the  conduct  of  the  movement.    A  number  of  them,  however,  were  men  of 
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ripe  experience  and  statesmanlike  grasp  of  the  situation  —  men  of  large 
knowledge,  with  calm,  strong,  clear  views  of  the  policies  to  be  pui'sued. 
Alexander  H.  Stephens  characterized  this  convention  as  "the  ablest  body 
with  which  he  ever  served,  and  singularly  free  from  revolutionary  spirit."  J 

In  the  organization  of  the  convention,  Howell  Cobb  was  chosen  to  preside, 
and  J.  J.  Hooper,  of  Montgomery,  to  act  as  secretary.  It  was  decided  to 
organize  a  provisional  government  under  a  j)ro'\asional  constitution,  which 
was  adopted  on  the  8th  of  February.  On  the  9th  a  provisional  President 
and  Vice-President  were  elected,  who  were  installed  in  office  on  the  18th 
to  carry  the  government  into  effect.  In  regard  to  this  election,  it  was  agi-eed 
that  when  four  delegations  out  of  the  six  should  settle  upon  men,  the  elec- 
tion should  take  place.  Jef- 
fei'son  Davis  was  put  forward 
by  the  Mississippi  delega- 
tion and  HoweU  Cobb  by 
that  of  Greorgia.  The  Florida 
delegation  proposed  to  vote  for 
whomsoever  South  Carolina 
should  support.  The  South 
Carolina  delegation  offered  no 
candidate  and  held  no  meet- 
ing to  coufer  upon  the  matter. 
The  chairman,  Mr.  R.  Barn- 
well Rhett,  %  did  not  call  them 
together.  Mr.  Barnwell,  how- 
ever, was  an  active  supporter 
of  Mr.  Davis,  and  it  was  af- 
terward said  that  while  in 
Washington  in  December,  as 
a  commissioner  to  treat  for 
the  evacuation  of  Fort  Sum- 
ter, he  had  committed  himself 
to  Mr.  Davis.  At  any  rate,  he 
was  zealous.  Colonel  Keitt 
afterward  stated  to  the  wiiter 
and  others  in  Charleston  that 
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\  The  deputies  elected  to  meet  at  the  Mont- 
gomery convention  were :  South  Carolina,  E. 
Barnwell  Rhett,  Lawrence  M.  Keitt,  C.  G.  Mem- 
minger,  Thomas  J.  Withers,  Robert  W.  Barnwell, 
James  Chesnut,  Jr.,  W.  Porcher  Miles,  and  Will- 
iam W.  Boyce ;  Florida,  Jackson  Morton,  James 
B.  Owens,  and  J.  Patton  Anderson;  Mississippi, 
Wiley  P.  Harris,  W.  S.  Wilson,  Walker  Brooke, 
Alexander  M.  Clayton,  James  T.  Harrison,  William 
S.  Barry,  and  J.  A.  P.  Camplsell;  Alabama, 
Richard  W.  Walker.  Colin  J.  McRae,  William  P. 
Chilton,  David  P.  Lewis,  Robert  H.  Smith,  John 
Gill  Shorter,  Stephen  F.  Hale,  Thomas  Fearn,  and 


Jabez  L.  M.  Curry ;  Georgia,  Robert  Toombs, 
Martin  J.  Crawford,  Benjamin  H.  Hill,  Augustus 
R.  Wright,  Augustus  H.  Kenan,  Francis  S.  Bar- 
tow, Eugenius  A.  Nisbet,  Howell  Cobb,  Thomas  R. 
R.  Cobb,  and  Alexander  H.  Stephens  ;  Louisiana, 
John  Perkins,  Jr.,  Charles  M.  Conrad,  Edward 
Sparrow,  Alexander  De  Clouet,  Duncan  F.  Ken- 
uer,  and  Henry  Marshall.  The  Texas  delegates 
were  not  appointed  until  February  l-4th. 

These  delegates  had  been  appointed  by  the  con- 
ventions of  their  respective  States  on  the  gi-ound  ■ 
that  the   people  had  intrusted  the  State  conven- 
tions with  unlimited  powers.     They  constituted 
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a  majority  of  the  delegation  were  opposed  to  Mi-.  DavLs,  but  that,  not  having 
compared  oiiiuions,  they  did  not  understand  one  another,  and  that  Mi-.  Davis 
received  the  vote  of  South  Carolina,  and  was  elected,  by  the  easting  vote  of 
Mr.  Rhett.   Personally  Mr.  Rhett  knew  little  of  Mr.  Da\is.    He  regarded  him 

as  an  accomplished  man,  but  egotisti- 
cal, aiTogaut,  and  Wndictive,  without 
dejjth  or  statesmanship.  Besides  this, 
he  judged  him  not  sufficiently  in  ac- 
cord with  the  movement  to  lead  it. 
His  speech  on  the  4th  of  July,  1858, 
between  New  York  and  Boston,  was 
reported  as  denunciatory  of  secession- 
ists, and  as  compaiing  them  to  "  mos- 
(juitoes  around  the  homs  of  an  ox,  who 
i-ould  annoy,  but  could  do  no  hann." 
The  strong  Union  sentiments  uttered 
in  his  Xew  England  eleotioneeilug  tour, 
wliich  secm'cd  to  him  the  vote  of  B.  F. 
Butler  and  others  at  the  Democratic 
convention  at  Charleston,  in  1860,  were 
confiiTuatoiy  of  the  newspaper  report. 
As  late  as  November  10th,  1860,  after 
the  South  Carolina  convention  was 
called,  Mr.  Da^^s  had  written  a  letter, 
witliiu  the  cognizance  of  Mr.  Ehett, 
and  published  \\\  himself  since  the  wai-, 
in  which  he  unmistakably  in^Ucated 
the  opinion  that,  if  South  Carolina 
seceded,  neither  Georgia,  nor  Alabama, 
nor  Mississippi,  nor  Louisiana,  nor 
any  other  State  would  secede   unless 

negotiating  friendly  relations  and  for  the  settle- 
ment of  all  questions  of  disagreement  between  the 
two  governments,  was  appointed  and  eoutirmed. 
The  commissioners  were  A.  B.  Roman,  of  Louisi- 
ana, Martin  J.  Crawford,  of  Georgia,  and  John 
Forsyth,  of  Alabama.  An  aet  of  Felimary  iJiUh 
pro\-ided  for  the  repeal  of  all  laws  which  forbade 
the  employment  in  the  coasting  trade  of  vessels 
not  enrolled  or  licensed,  and  all  laws  imposing 
discriminating  duties  on  foreign  vessels  or  goods 
imported  in  them.  This  Provisional  Congress  of 
one  House  held  four  sessions,  as  follows:  I.  Feb- 
ruary 4th-March  K'th,  1801:  II.  -\pril  'JOth- 
May  l2'Jd.  IStil:  III.  .Inly  -JOth-Angnst  'J-.M. 
1801;  IV.  November  ISth,  18(51 -February  ITth, 
ISlVJ  ;  the  first  and  second  of  these  at  Montgom- 
ery, the  third  and  fourth  at  Richmond,  whither  the 
Executive  Pepartnu^nt  was  removed  late  in  May, 
1  S(n  , — because  of  ''the  hostile  demonstrations  of 
the  United  States  Government  against  Virginia," 
as  Mr  Pa\is  says  in  his  "Rise  and  Fall  of  the 
Confederate  (Jovernment." —  EniTORS. 
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both  the  convention  that  organized  the  Confederacy 
and  its  Provisional  Congress.  On  the  8th  of  Feb- 
ruary the  Provisional  Constitution  was  adopted, 
to  be  in  force  one  year.  On  the  0th  was  passed 
the  first  enactment,  providing  "That  all  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  force  and 
in  use  in  tlie  Confederate  States  of  America 
on  the  first  day  of  November  last,  and  not  incon- 
sistent with  the  Constitution  of  the  Confederate 
States,  be  and  the  same  are  hereljy  continued  in 
force  imtil  altered  or  repealed  by  the  Congress." 
The  next  act,  adopted  February  1-lth,  continued 
in  office  until  April  1st  all  officers  connected  with 
the  collection  of  customs,  and  the  assistant  treas- 
urers, with  the  same  powers  and  functions  as 
under  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  An 
act  of  the  l?.'">th  of  February  declared  the  peacefnl 
navigation  of  the  Mississippi  River  free  to  the 
citizens  of  any  of  the  States  upon  its  borders,  or 
upon  the  borders  of  its  na\ngable  tributaries.  On 
the  'jnth  of  February  a  commission  to  the  Govern- 
ment   of   tlio   United    States,   for   the    purjiose   of 
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the  United  States  Government  should 
attempt  to  coerce  Sontli  Carolina  back 
into  the  Union,  or  to  blockade  her  ports. 
His  expectation,  at  that  late  period,  ap- 
parently was  that  South  Carolina  would 
be  left  out  of  the  Union  alone,  and  that 
the  United  States  Government  would 
simply  collect  duties  off  the  bars  of 
her  seaports;  and  he  exj)ressed  himself 
"in  favor  of  seeking  to  bring  those  [the 
planting  States]  into  cooperation  before 
asking  for  a  popular  decision  upon  a  new 
policy  and  relation  to  the  nations  of  the 
earth."  These  views  did  not  strengthen 
him  with  Mr.  Ehett  for  the  executive 
head  of  the  Southern  Confederacy;  nor 
did  the  published  report  of  his  shedding 
tears  on  retiring  from  the  United  States 
Senate  after  the  secession  of  Mississippi. 
But  Mr.  Ehett's  cotemporary  and  second 

cousin,  Mr.  Barnwell,  called  three  times  to  solicit  his  vote  for  Mr.  Davis.    The 

impression  was  produced  upon  his  mind  that  he,  Mr.  Ehett,  was  the  only  man 

in  the    delegation  opposed  to    Mr. 

Davis.  In  reply  to  objections  sug- 
gested by  Mr.  Ehett,  Mr.  Barnwell 

said   that  Mr.  Ehett's   standard  of 

the     statesmanship     requisite     was 

higher  than  he  might  be  able  to  get. 

He  added  that  he  knew  Mr.  Davis, 

and    although    he    considered    him 

not    a    man    of    gTeat    ability,    yet 

he  believed  him  just  and  honorable, 

and   that  he  would  utilize  the  best 

ability  of  the  country,  as  Monroe  and 

Polk  and  others  had  done,  and  would 

administer  the  powers  intriisted  to 

him  as  President,  with  an  eye  single 

to  the  interests  of  the  Confederacy. 

Upon  this  presentment   Mr.  Ehett 

concluded  to  forego  his  own  mistrust, 

and  to  give  his  vote  for  Mr.  Davis, 

along  with  the  rest,  as  he  supposed. 

On  taking  the  vote  in  the  conven- 
tion  (February   9th)  Georgia   gave 

hers  to  Mr.  Cobb,  and  the  other  States  theu's  to  Mr.  Davis.     Georgia  then 

changed  her  vote,  which  elected  Mr.  Davis  unanimously.    Mr.  Alexander  H. 
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Stephens  was  chosen  Vice-President.  |  Mr.  Rhett  was  made  chairman  of  the 
committee  to  notify  the  President-elect,  and  to  present  him  to  the  convention 
for  inaug-uration.  This  office  he  perfoi-med  in  comphmentary  style,  reflecting 
the  estimate  of  Mr.  Barnwell  rather  than  his  own  fears.  Within  six  weeks  the 
Provisional  Congress  found  out  that  they  had  made  a  mistake,  and  that  there 
was  danger  of  a  division  into  an  administration  and  an  anti-administration 
party,  which  might  paralyze  the  Government.  To  avoid  this,  and  to  confer 
all  power  on  the  President,  they  resorted  to  secret  sessions. 

Mr.  Davis  offered  the  office  of  Secretaiy  of  State  to  iMi-.  BamweU,  Inxt  he 
declined  it,  and  recommended  Mr.  C.  G.  Memminger,  also  of  South  Carolina, 
for  the  Treasui-y  portfolio,  Avhich  was  promptly  accorded  to  him.  Both  of 
these  gentlemen  had  been  cooperationists,  and  up  to  the  last  had  opposed 
secession.  ]\Ii-.  Barnwell  would  not  have  been  sent  to  the  State  convention 
from  Beaufort  but  for  the  efforts  of  Edmund  Rhett,  an  influential  State  sen- 
ator. Of  Mr.  Memminger  it  was  said  that  when  a  bUl  was  on  its  passage 
through  the  Legislature  of  South  Carolina  in  1859,  appropriating  a  sum  of 
money  for  the  purchase  of  arms,  he  had  shpped  in  an  amendment  which 
had  operated  to  prevent  Governor  Gist  from  di-awing  the  money  and  procm-- 
ing  the  arms.  In  C'harleston  he  was  known  as  an  active  friend  of  the  fi-ee- 
school  system  and  orphan  house,  a  moral  and  charitable  Episcopalian,  and  a 
lawj^er,  industrious,  shrewd,  and  thi-ifty.  As  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Ways  and  Means  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  he  was  familiar  with  the 
cut-and-dried  plan  of  raising  the  small  revenue  necessary  to  cany  on  the 
government  of  South  Carolina.  Such  was  his  record  and  experience  when 
appointed  to  the  cabinet  of  Mr.  Da^is.  Mr.  Memminger  received  no  recom- 
mendation for  this  office  from  the  South  Carolina  delegation ;  nor  did  the 
delegation  from  any  State,  so  far  as  known,  attempt  to  influence  the  Presi- 
dent in  the  choice  of  his  cabinet. 

Mr.  Robert  Toombs,  of  Georgia,  was  appointed  Secretary  of  State.  This 
was  in  deference  to  the  importance  of  his  State  and  the  public  appreciation 
of  his  great  mental  powers  and  thorough  earnestness,  not  for  the  active  part 
he  had  taken  in  the  State  convention  in  liehalf  of  secession.  In  public  too 
fond  of  sensational  orator>',  in  counsel  he  was  a  man  of  large  and  wise  views. 

Mr.  Leroy  Pope  Walker,  of  Alabama,  was  appointed  Secretary  of  War  on 
the  recommendation  of  Mr.  William  L.  Yancey.  Ambitious,  without  any 
special  fitness  for  this  post,  and  overloaded,  he  accepted  the  office  with  the 
understanding  that  Mr.  Da^-is  would  direct  and  control  its  business,  wlxich 
he  did.  After  differing  with  the  President  as  to  the  number  of  anus  to  be 
imported,  and  the  number  of  men  to  be  placed  in  camp  in  the  winter  of  1861-62 
(l)eing  in  favor  of  very  many  more  than  the  President),  he  wisely  resigned. 

Mr.  Stephen  R.  Mallory,  of  Florida,  was  ajipointed  Secretary  of  the  Xavy.  He 
was  a  gentleman  of  unpretending  manners  and  onUnary  good  sense,  wlio  had 
served  in  the  Senate  with  Mr.  Davis,  ami  had  been  chairman  of  the  Committee 

4  The  choice  was  provisional  only,  bnt  was  made  permanent  on  the  lith  of  November.  ISOl,  when 
Mr.  Davis  anil  Mr.  Stt-phens  were  nnaniniously  elected  for  six  years.     The  Confederate  Constitntion 
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on  Naval  Aifaii's.  Witli  some  acquaintance  with  officers  of  the  United  States 
Na^'y,  and  some  knowledge  of  nautical  matters,  he  had  small  comj^rehen- 
sion  of  the  responsibilities  of  the  office.  His  efforts  were  feeble  and  dilatory, 
and  he  utterly  faUed  to  provide  for  keeping  open  the  seaports  of  the  Confed- 
eracy.    But  he  was  one  of  the  few  who  remained  in  the  cabinet  to  the  end. 

Mr.  Judah  P.  Benjamin,  of  Louisiana,  was  appointed  Attorney-General,  and 
held  that  office  untU  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Walker,  when  he  was  transferred 

to  the  post  of  Secre- 
tary of  War.  Ui3on 
the  faU  of  New  Or- 
leans, public  indig- 
nation compelled  a 
change,  and  he  was 
made  Secretary  of 
State.  A  man  of 
great  fertihty  of 
mind  and  resoui'ce 
and  of  facile  charac- 
ter, he  was  the  facto- 
tum of  the  President, 
performed  his  bid- 
ding in  various  w^ays, 
and  gave  him  the 
benefit  of  his  brains 
in  furtherance  of  the 
views  of  Mr.  Da\is.  J^ 
Although  a  pro- 
visional government 
was  more  free  to 
meet  emergencies 
and  coiTeet  mistakes, 
it  was  determined  to 
proceed  totheforma- 
tion  of  a  permanent 
government.  It  was 
apprehended  that  in 
the  lapse  of  time  and 
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^  Mr.  Davis's  reasons  for  the  selection  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  first  Cabinet  are  given  in  his  "  Rise  and 
Fall  of  the  Confederate  Government "  (  New  York : 
D.  Appleton  &  Co.,  ISSl),  Vol.  I.,  pp.  241-3,  in 
these  words: 

"  After  being  inaugurated,  I  proceeded  to  the  forma- 
tion of  my  Cabinet,  that  is,  the  heads  of  the  executive 
departments  authorized  by  the  law.'^  of  the  Provisional 
Congress.  The  unanimity  existing  among  our  people 
made  this  a  much  easier  and  more  agreeable  task  than 
where  the  rivalries  in  the  party  of  an  executive  have  to 
be  consulted  and  accommodated,  often  at  the  expense 
of  the  highest  capacity  and  fitness.    Unencumbered  by 


any  other  consideration  than  the  public  welfare,  having 
no  fi-iends  to  reward  or  enemies  to  punish,  it  i-esulted 
that  not  one  of  those  who  formed  my  first  Cabinet  had 
borne  to  me  the  relation  of  close  personal  ft-iendship, 
or  had  political  claims  upon  me ;  indeed,  with  two  of 
them  I  had  no  previous  acquamtauce. 

"  It  was  my  wish  that  the  Hon.  Robert  W.  Barnwell,  of 
South  Carolina,  should  be  Secretary  of  State.  I  had 
known  him  Intimately  during  a  trying  period  of  our 
joint  service  in  the  United  States  Senate,  and  he  had  won 
alike  my  esteem  and  regard.  Before  making  known  to 
him  my  wish  in  this  connection,  the  delegation  of 
South  Carolina,  of  which  he  was  a  member,  had 
resolved  to  recommend  one  of  their  number  to  be 
Secretary  of  the   Treasury,   and  Mr.  Barnwell,  with 
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change  of  ekciunstauces  and  of  men,  the  cardinal  points  for  which  the 
South  had  contended,  and  on  which  the  separation  of  sections  had  occurred- 
might  be  lost  sight  of;  so  it  was  decided  to  impress  at  once  upon  the 
new    government    the    constitutional   amendments    regarded    as    essential 

The  committee,  of  which  Mr.  Ehett 
was  chauTnan,  agi'eed  at  its  fii-st 
meeting  that  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  should  he  adopt- 
ed, with  only  such  alterations  as 
experience  had  proved  desu-aljle, 
and  to  avoid  latituflinarian  cou- 
stnictions.  Most  of  the  important 
amendments  were  adopted  on  mo- 
tion of  the  chainnan.  But  the 
Umits  of  this  paper  do  not  pennit 
a  specific  statement  of  then-  char- 
ai-ter  and  scope.  \ 

The  pennaneut  constitution  was 
adopted  on  the  11th  of  March, 
1861,  and  went  into  operation,  with. 
the  i^eiTQaneut  government,  at 
Richmond,  on  the  18th  of  Febru- 
ary, 1862,  when  the  Pro\-isional 
Congi'ess  expired. 

Those  men  who  had  studied  the 
situation  felt  gi'eat  anxiety  about 
the  keeping  open  of  the  ports  of 
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cliaracteristic  delicacy,  declined  to  accei>t  my  offer 
to  him. 

"  I  had  intended  to  offer  the  Treasury  Department  to 
Mr.  Toombs,  of  Georgia,  whose  knowledge  on  subjects  of 
finance  had  particularly  attracted  my  notice  when  we 
served  together  iu  the  United  States  Senate.  Mr.  Barn- 
well hiiving  declined  the  State  Department,  and  a  col- 
league of  his,  said  to  be  peculiarly  qualified  for  the 
Treasury  Depai-tment,  having  been  recommended  for 
it.  Mr.  Toombs  was  offered  the  State  Department,  for 
which  others  beliered  him  to  be  well  qualified. 

"  Mr.  Mallory,  of  Florida,  had  been  ehaii-man  of  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  iu  the  United  States  Senate, 
was  extensively  acquainted  with  the  officers  of  the 
nav.v,  and  for  a  landsman  had  much  knowledge  of 
nautical  affairs  ;  therefore  he  was  selected  for  Secretary 
of  the  Navy. 

"  Mr.  Benjamin,  of  Louisiana,  had  a  very  high  reputa- 
tion as  a  lawyer,  and  my  acquaintance  with  him  in  the 
Senate  liad  iuipressed  me  with  the  lueidit.v  of  his  intel- 
lect, his  systematic  habits  and  capacity  for  labor.  Ho 
was  therefore  invited  to  the  post  of  Attoruey-iJeneral. 

"Mr.  Keagaii.  of  Texas,  I  had  known  fur  a  sturdy,  hon- 
est Representative  in  the  I'liited  Stati's  Congress,  and 
his  aciiuaintaiu'c  Willi  tlie  territory  included  in  the  Con- 
federate states  was  lioth  extcnisiM.  Mini  aeeiirate.  These, 
together  witli  liis  industry  and  ability  to  labor,  indicated 
hini  as  peculiarly  tit  for  the  olliee  of  I'ostinaster  Gen- 
eral. 


the  Confederacy.     Much  was  said 
and  pulihshed  about  the  immediate 

'•  Mr.  Jlemniiuger.  of  South  Carolina,  had  a  high  rf  pu- 
tation  for  knowledge  of  finance.  He  bore  an  unimpeach- 
able character  for  integritj-  and  close  atteution  to  duties, 
and,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  delegation  from 
South  Carolina,  he  was  appointed  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
luy,  and  proved  himself  cutlrcl,v  worthy  of  the  trust. 

"  Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama,  was  a  distinguished  mem- 
ber of  the  bar  of  north  Alabaina,  and  was  eminent 
among  the  politicians  of  that  section.  He  was  eame.stly 
recommended  by  gentlemen  intimately  and  favor.iVily 
Ivuown  to  me,  and  was  therefore  selected  for  the  War 
Department.    His  was  the  only  name  presented  from 

^''"^'""^'•"  Editors. 

\  One  of  them,  offered  by  Mr.  Rhett,  .ind  unani- 
mously adopted,  relates  to  eivil-servioe  reform. 
and  is  iu  the  foUowiug  words: 

•■The  principal  ofliceriu  each  of  the  executive  depart- 
ments, and  all  persons  connected  with  the  diplomatic 
service,  may  be  rcuioved  from  oflice  at  the  pleasure  of 
the  President.  All  other  civil  officers  of  the  executive 
department  may  be  r<>moved  at  any  time  bv  tht  Presi- 
dent or  other  appointing  power,  when  their  services  are 
uinieeessary.  or  for  dishonesty,  ineapaeit.r.  ineffioiency, 
misconduct,  or  neglect  of  duty  :  and  when  so  removed, 
the  removal  shall  be  n-ported  to  the  Senate,  togt-ther 
with  the  reasons  therefor."  R   B   R 
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necessity  of  providing  gun-boats  and  shipping  suitable  for  that  purpose. 
In  tlie  winter  of  1861  Mr.  C.  K.  Prioleau,  of  the  firm  of  John  Fraser  & 
Co.,  of  Liverpool,  found  a  fleet  of  ten  fii'st-elass  East  ludiamen,  available 
to  a  buyer  at  less  than  half  then-  cost.  They  belonged  to  the  East  India 
Company,  and  had  been  built  in  Great  Britain  for  armament  if  required, 
or  for  moving  troops  and  carrying  valuable  cargoes  and  treasure.  Four 
of  them  were  vessels  of  great  size  and  power  and  of  the  very  first  class ; 
and  there  were  six  others,  which,  although  smaller,  were  scarcely  inferior  for 
the  required  purpose.  On  surrendering  their  powers  to  the  British  throne, 
the  company  had  these  steamships  for  sale.  Mi-.  Prioleau  secured  the  refusal 
of  this  fleet.  The  total  cost  of  buying,  arming,  and  fitting  out  the  ten  ships 
and  putting  them  on  the  Southern  coast  ready  for  action  was  estimated  at 
$10,000,000,  or,  say,  -l-0,000  bales  of  cotton.  The  harbor  of  Port  Eoyal,  selected 
before  the  war  as  a  coaling  station  for  the  United  States  Navy,  with  26  feet 
of  water  at  mean  low  tide,  was  admirably  adajDted  for  a  rendezvous  and 
point  of  supply.  Brunswick,  Georgia,  was  another  good  harbor,  fit  for  such  a 
fleet.  The  proposal  was  submitted  to  the  Government  through  a  partner 
of  Mr.  Prioleau  in  Charleston,  Mr.  George  A.  Trenholm,  who  forwarded  the 
proposition  by  his  son,  William  L.  Trenholm.    Its  importance  was  not  at  all 

comprehended,  and  it  was  rejected 
by  the  executive.  Captain  J.  D. 
Bulloch,  the  secret  naval  agent  in 
Europe,  who  had  the  Alabama  built, 
states  that  "  the  Confederate  Gov- 
ernment wanted  ships  to  cruise  and 
to  destroy  the  enemy's  mercantile 
marine."  It  was  of  infinitely  more 
importance  to  keep  Southern  ports 
^^^^^^^^         ^  open,   but   this   does  not  seem  to 

•^^-."  -  .^^^^^^l^^B^ioC  have  been  understood  until  too  late. 

The  opportunity  of  obtaining  tliese 
ships  was  thrown  away.  They  were 
engaged  by  the  British  Govern- 
ment. 

To  show  the  narrow  spirit  of  those 
in  ofiice,  an  incident  concerning 
Captain  MaflRt,  who  figured  after- 
ward in  command  of  the  Florida, 
may  be  mentioned.  In  May,  after 
the  reduction  of  Fort  Sumter,  Maf- 
fit  came  from  Washington  to  oft'er 
his  services,  and  when  he  met  the 
writer  was  in  a  state  of  indignation  and  disgust.  He  said  that  after  having 
been  caressed  and  offered  a  command  in  the  Pacific,  he  had  sneaked  away 
from  Washington  to  join  the  Confederacy,  and  that  he  had  been  received  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  as  if  he  (Matfit)  had  designs  upon  him. 
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•The  Secretary  of  War  has  stated  that  Ijefore  the  Government  moved  from 
Montgomery  360,000  men,  the  flow'er  of  the  South,  had  tendered  thek  ser\-ices 
in  the  army.  Only  a  small  fraction  of  the  numVjer  were  recei^-ed.  The  Secretary 
was  worn  out  with  personal  applications  of  ar<leut  officers,  and  himself 
stated  that  in  May,  1861,  he  was  constantlj-  waylaid,  in  walking  the  back 
way  from  his  office  to  the  Exchange 
Hotel,  by  men  offeiing  their  lives  in 
the  Confederate  cause. 

Another  instance  of  narrowness  may 
Ije  named  in  the  case  of  William  Cut- 
ting Hey  ward.  He  was  a  wealthy  rice- 
planter  and  an  eminently  practical  and 
efficient  man,  a  graduate  at  West  Point 
in  the  class  Avith  Mr.  Da^^s.  He  went 
to  Montgomery  to  tender  a  regiment. 
He  sent  in  his  card  to  the  President 
and  waited  for  days  in  the  lobby  with- 
out obtaining  an  inter\T.ew,  and  then 
returned  home.  He  finally  died  from 
exposure,  performing  the  duties  of  a 
private  in  the  Home  Guard  at  Charles- 
ton. The  reason  alleged  for  not  ac- 
cepting more  men  was  the  want  of 
arms,  and  Mr.  Davis's  book  is  an  ajiol- 
ogy  for  not  procuring  them.  Insisting 
that  a  great  war  was  probable,  and  in- 
augurated on  the  18th  of  February, —  there  was  no  declaration  of  war  liefore 
the  middle  of  April  and  no  efficient  blockade  of  the  ports  for  many  months, — 
yet  it  was  in  May  that  he  started  Major  Huse  over  to  England  with  instnic- 
tions  to  purchase  10,000  Enfield  rifles !  By  these  facts  may  lie  gauged  his 
estimate  of  the  emergency  or  of  the  purchasing  aliility  of  the  Confederate 
States.  The  provisional  constitution  pi'ovided  that  "  Congi-ess  shall  appro- 
priate no  money  from  the  Treasury  unless  it  be  asked  and  estimated  for  by 
the  President  or  some  one  of  the  heads  of  departments,  except  for  the  purpose 
of  paying  its  o^ii  expenses  and  contingencies."  The  Congi'ess  could,  therefore, 
do  nothing  about  the  pm-chase  of  arms  ^rithout  a  call  from  the  executive. 

But  for  the  Treaty  of  Pai-is  in  1778,  made  by  Benjamin  Franklin,  Silas 
Dean,  and  Arthur  Lee,  with  France,  the  independence  of  the  thirteen  original 
States  would  not  have  been  established.  It  was  deemed  important  in  the  Pro- 
visional Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  to  send  commissionei-s  abroad  to 
negotiate  for  a  recognition  of  their  independence,  and,  in  case  of  war  with  the 
States  of  th(^  North,  perhaps  for  assistance.  The  chairman  of  the  Connnittee 
on  Foreign  Affairs,  Mr.  Rhett,  ri^ported  such  a  resolution,  which  was  unani- 
mously adopted.  As  the  treaty-making  ]iower  of  the  Government  belonged 
to  th(>  President,  Congress  could  not  dictate  to  him  the  limit  of  authority  that 
should  b(>  conferr('(l  upon  the  commissioners,  in  the  negotiations  desired.   But 
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all  those  who  had  reflected  upon  the  subject  expected  the  President  to  give 
extensive  authoi'ity  for  making  treaties.  The  views  held  by  the  chairman  were 
that  the  commissioners  should  be  authorized  to  propose  to  Great  Britain, 
France,  and  other  European  nations,  upon  the  conditions  of  recognition  and 
alliance,  that  the  Confederate  States  for  twenty  years  would  agree  to  lay  no 
higher  duties  on  productions  imported  than  fifteen  or  twenty  per  cent,  ad  val- 
orciii ;  that  for  this  period,  no  tonnage  duties  would  be  laid  on  their  shipping, 
entering  or  leaving  Confederate  ports,  but  such  as  should  be  imposed  to  keep 
in  order  the  harbors  and  rivers  ;  that  the  navigation  between  the  ports  of  the 
Confederate  States  for  the  same  time  should  be  free  to  the  nations  entering 
into  alliance  with  the  Confederate  States,  while  upon  the  productions  and  ton- 
nage of  all  nations  refusing  to  recognize  theii-  independence  and  enter  into 
treaty  with  them,  a  discriminating  duty  of  ten  per  cent,  would  be  imposed. 
He  believed,  moreover,  that  they  should  be  authorized  to  make  an  offen- 
sive and  defensive  league,  with  special  guarantees,  as  was  done  in  1778. 
Here  was  a  direct  and  powerfid  appeal  to  the  interests  of  foreign  nations, 
especially  England.  Wordd  any  British  Minister  have  dared  to  reject 
a  treaty  offering  such  vast  advantages  to  his  country?  And  if  so,  when 
the  fact  became  known  to  Parliament,  could  he  have  retained  his  place  I 

Up  to  September,  1862,  the  United 
States  Government  was  committed, 
both  by  diplomatic  dispatches  and  by 
the  action  of  Congress,  to  the  declara- 
tion that  the  war  was  made  solely  to 
preserve  the  Union  and  with  the  jiur- 
pose  of  maintaining  the  institutions  of 
the  seceded  States,  unimpaired  and 
unaltered.  Hence,  at  this  period,  the 
issue  of  slavery  had  not  been  injected 
into  diplomacy,  and  was  no  obstacle  to 
negotiating  treaties. 

When  Mr.  Yancey  received  the  ap- 
pointment at  the  head  of  the  commis- 
sion, Mr.  Eliett  conferred  with  him  at 
length,  and  found  that  the  commis- 
sioner fully  coneui'red  in  the  views 
just  mentioned.  But  he  surprised  Mr. 
Rhett  by  the  statement  that  the  Presi- 
dent had  given  no  powers  whatever 
to  make  commercial  treaties,  or  to  give 

any  special  interest  in  Confederate  trade  or  navigation  to  any  foreign  nations, 
but  relied  upon  the  idea  that  "  Cotton  is  King."  "  Then,"  rejoined  Mr.  Ehett, 
"  if  you  wUl  take  my  advice,  as  your  friend,  do  not  accept  the  aj^pointment. 
For  you  will  have  nothing  to  propose  and  nothing  to  treat  about,  and  must 
necessarily  fail.  Demand  of  the  President  the  powers  essential  to  the  success 
(if  your  mission,  or  stay  at  home." 
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Ou  the  reassembling  of  the  Provisional  Congress  in  April,  ascertaining  that 
these  powers  had  not  been  conferred  upon  the  commission,  Mr.  Rhett  pre- 
pared a  resolution  requesting  the  President  to  empower  the  commissioners  to 
proiDose  to  European  nations,  as  the  basis  of  a  commercial  treaty,  a  taiiff  of 
duties  for  20  years  no  higher  than  20  per  cent,  ad  valorem  on  their  imports 
into  the  Confederate  States.  This  he  submitted  to  ]\Ir.  Toombs,  the  Secretary 
of  State,  who  promptly  approved  it  and  appeared  before  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Affairs  to  urge  it.  It  was  reported,  with  the  indorsement  of  the  com- 
mittee, to  the  Congi-ess,  and  was  not  opposed  in  debate;  but  Mr.  Perkins 
moved,  as  an  amendment,  six  years  instead  of  twenty.  As  this  was  carried, 
Mr.  Rhett  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  taljle,  which  was  done  ;  and  this 
was  the  only  effort  made  to  appeal  to  the  interests  of  foreign  nations,  to  secm'e 
recognition  of  the  independence  of  the  Confederate  States,  or  to  obtain  assist- 
ance. Upon  his  return  from  abroad,  Mr.  Yancey  met  Mr.  Rhett  and  said : 
"You  were  right,  sir.  I  went  on  a  fool's  errand."  In  December,  1863,  at 
Richmond,  James  L.  Orr,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affau's  of  the 
Senate,  said  to  the  writer,  "  The  Confederate  States  have  had  no  diplomacy." 

In  March,  1863,  proposals  were  made  for  a  loan  of  $15,000,000  on  7  per  cent. 
bonds,  secured  by  an  engagement  of  the  Confederate  Cxovernment  to  deliver 
cotton  at  12  cents  per  pound  within  6  months  after  peace.  The  loan  stood 
in  the  London  market  at  5  per  cent,  premium ;  and  the  applications  for  it 
exceeded  $75,000,000.  In  the  ProA-isioual  Congi-ess  at  Montgomery,  MJr. 
Stephens  proposed  that  the  Confederate  Government  should  purchase  cot- 
ton at  8  cents  per  pound,  pa\-ing  in  8  per  cent,  bonds,  running  20  or  30 
years.  He  believed  that  2,000,000  bales  of  the  crop  of  1860  could  be  ol>tained 
in  that  way  from  the  planters,  and  that,  of  the  crop  of  1861,  2,000,000  more 
bales  might  be  obtained  afterward.  By  using  this  cotton  as  security,  or 
shipping  it  abroad,  he  maintained  the  finances  of  the  Confederate  States 
could  at  once  be  placed  on  a  solid  basis.  His  plan  met  with  much  favor,  but 
was  opi^osed  by  the  administration  and  was  not  carried  through.  ^loney  for 
the  long  war  was  to  be  raised  by  loans  from  Confederate  citizens  on  liouds  sup- 
plemented by  the  issue  of  Treasiu-y  notes  and  Ijy  a  duty  on  exported  cotton. 

In  April,  1865,  after  the  collapse  of  the  Confederacy,  ]\Ir.  Barnwell,  who 
had  steadfastly  supported  Mr.  Da\T.s  in  the  Confederate  Senate,  met  the 
writer  at  Greenville,  S.  C,  where  Governor  3Iagi-ath  had  summoned  the 
Legislatm-e  of  the  State  to  assemble.  There,  in  conversation,  Mr.  Barnwell 
explicitly  expressed  his  judgment  in  the  following  words :  "  Mr.  Da^is  never 
had  any  policy ;  he  drifted,  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  the  war." 

For  practical  regi'et  at  the  issue  of  the  secession  movement,  the  time  has 
long  passed  by.  The  people  of  the  South  iiave  reconciled  themselves  to  the 
restoration  of  the  Union  and  to  the  abolishment  of  slavery.  They  have 
bravely  and  strenuously  endeavored  to  go  through  the  transition  period  of 
an  enormous  change  without  wreck.  In  comi>lete  harmony  with  the  destinies 
of  the  Union,  they  are  working  out  the  future  of  the  United  States  faitlifuUy. 

This  is  set  down  to  prev(>nt  the  suppression  of  important  facts  in  history, 
and  in  justice  to  eminent  men,  now  dead,  who  have  been  much  misunderstood. 


JACKSON   AT  HARPER'S    FERRY   IN    1861. 

BY  JOHN  D.   IMBODEN,   BRIGADIEE-GENERAL,   C.  S.  A. 

THE  movement  to  captm-e  Harper's  Ferry,  Virginia,  aud  the  fire-arms 
mamifaetnred  aud  stored  there  was  organized  at  the  Exchange  Hotel 
in  Eielimond  on  the  night  of  April  16th,  1861.  Ex-Clovernor  Henry  A.  Wise 
was  at  the  head  of  this  purely  impromptu  affair.  The  Virginia  Secession 
Convention,  then  sitting,  was  by  a  large  majority  "  Union  "  in  its  sentiment  till 
Sumterwas  fired  on  and  captured,  and  Mr.  Lincoln  called  for  seventy-five  thou- 
sand men  to  enforce  the  laws  in  certain  Southern  States.  Virginia  was  then, 
as  it  were,  forced  to  "  take  sides,"  and  she  did  not  hesitate.  I  had  been  one 
of  the  eanchdates  for  a  seat  in  that  convention  from  Augusta  county,  but  had 
been  overwhelmingly  defeated  by  the  "  Union  "  candidates,  because  I  favored 
secession  as  the  only  "  peace  measure "  Virginia  could  then  adopt,  our  aim 
being  to  put  the  State  in  an  independent  position  to  negotiate  between  the 
United  States  and  the  seceded  Gulf  and  Cotton  States  for  a  new  Union,  to 
be  formed  on  a  compromise  of  the  slavery  question  by  a  convention  to  be 
held  for  that  purpose. 

Late  on  April  15th  I  received  a  telegTam  from  "  jSTat "  Tyler,  the  editor  of 
the  "Richmond  Enquirer,"  summoning  me  to  Richmond,  where  I  arrived 
the  next  day.  Before  reaching  the  Exchange  Hotel  I  met  ex-Governor 
Wise  on  the  street.  He  asked  me  to  find  as  many  officers  of  the  armed 
and  equipped  volunteers  of  the  inland  towns  and  counties  as  I  could, 
and  request  them  to  be  at  the  hotel  by  7  in  the  evening  to  confer  about 
a  military  movement  which  he  deemed  important.  Not  many  such 
officers  were  in  town,  but  I  found  Captains  Turner  Ashby  and  Richard 
Ashby  of  Fauquier  county,  Oliver  R.  Funsten  of  Clarke  county,  all 
commanders  of  volunteer  companies  of  cavalry;  also  Captain  John  A. 
Harman  of  Staunton — my  home — and  Alfred  M.  Barbour,  the  latter 
ex-civil  superintendent  of  the  Government  works  at  Harper's  Ferry.  1!^ 
These  persons,  with  myself,  promptly  joined  ex-Governor  Wise,  and  a  plan 

■>r  See  page  125  for  a  letter  of  Mr.  Barbour,  regarding  the  security  of  the  armory. — Editors. 
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for  the  capture  of  Harper's  Ferry  was  at  ouce  discussed  and  settled  upon. 
The  movement,  it  was  agi-eed,  should  commence  the  next  day,  the  17th,  as 
soon  as  the  convention  voted  to  secede, — pro\ided  we  could  get  railway 
transportation  and  the  concun'ence  of  Governor  Letcher.  Colonel  Edmund 
Fontaine,  president  of  the  Virginia  Centi-al  railroad,  and  John  S.  Barbour, 
president  of  the  Orange  and  Alexandi'ia  and  ]Manassas  Oap  railroads,  were 
sent  for,  and  joined  us  at  the  hotel  near  midnight.     They  agi-eed  to  i:tut  the 

necessary  trains  in  readiness 
next  day  to  obey  any  request 
of  (rovernor  Letcher  for  the 
movement  of  ti-oops. 

A  committee,  of  which  I  was 
chairman,  waited  on  Governor 
Letcher  after  midnight,  an«l, 
arousmg  him  fi'om  his  bed,  lai<l 
the  scheme  before  him.  He 
stated  that  he  would  take  no 
step  till  officially  infomied  that 
the  ordinance  of  secession  was 
passed  by  the  convention.  He 
was  then  asked  if  contingent 
upon  the  event  he  would  next 
day  order  the  movement  by 
telegi'aph.  He  consented.  We 
then  informed  him  what  companies  would  be  under  amis  ready  to  move  at  a 
moment's  notice.  All  the  persons  I  have  named  above  are  now  dead,  except 
John  S.  Barbour,  "  Nat "  Tyler,  and  myself. 

On  returning  to  the  hotel  and  rei:)orting  Governor  Letcher's  promise,  it  was 
decided  to  telegraph  the  captains  of  companies  along  the  raUi'oads  mentioned 
to  be  ready  next  day  for  orders  from  the  governor.  In  that  way  I  ordered 
the  Staunton  Ai'tillery,  which  I  commanded,  to  asseml)le  at  their  anuory  1  y 
4  p.  ii.  on  the  17tli,  to  receive  orders  from  the  governor  to  aid  in  the  capture 
of  the  Portsmouth  Navy  Yard.  This  destination  had  been  iudieateil  in  all 
our  dispatches,  to  deceive  the  Government  at  AVashington  in  case  there  should 
be  a  "  leak  "  in  the  telegraph  offices.  Early  in  the  evening  a  message  had  been 
received  by  ex-Governor  Wise  from  his  son-in-law  Doctor  Garnett  of  Wash- 
ington, to  the  effect  that  a  Massachusetts  regiment,  one  thousand  strong,  had 
been  ordered  to  Harper's  Ferry.  Without  tliis  reenforconient  we  knew  the 
guard  there  consisted  of  only  forty-five  men,  who  could  be  cajitured  or  ibiven 
away,  perhaps  without  firing  a  shot,  if  we  could  reai'h  the  place  secretly. 

The  Ashl)ys,  Funsten,  Harman,  and  I  remained  up  the  entire  night.  The 
superintendent  and  ('(nnmandant  of  the  Virginia  Armoiy  at  Richmond,  Cajv 
tain  Charles  Dimmock,  a  Nortliern  man  by  birth  and  a  West  Point  graduate, 
was  in  full  sympathy  with  us,  and  that  night  filled  our  requisitions  for 
ammunition  and  moved  it  to  the  railway  station  before  sunrise.  He  also 
granted  one  huudi'ed  stand  of  arms  for  the  Martinsburg  Light  Infantry,  a 
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new  oompany  just  formed.  All  these  I  receipted  for  and  saw  placed  on  the 
train.  Just  before  we  moved  out  of  the  depot,  Alfred  Barbour  made  an 
unguarded  remark  in  the  car,  which  was  overheard  by  a  Northern  traveler,  who 
immediately  wrote  a  message  to  President  Lincoln  and  paid  a  negi'o  a  dollar 
to  take  it  to  the  telegi'aph  office.  This  act  was  discovered  by  one  of  oui-  party, 
who  induced  a  friend  to  foUow  the  negi'o  and  take  the  dispatch  from  him. 
This  perhaps  prevented  troops  being  sent  to  head  lis  off. 

My  telegi'am  to  the  Staunton  Artillery  produced  wild  excitement,  that  spread 
rapidly  through  the  county,  and  brought  thousands  of  people  to  Staunton 
during  the  day.  Augusta  had  been  a  strong  Union  county,  and  a  doubt  was 
raised  by  some  whether  I  was  acting  under  the  orders  of  Governor  Letcher. 
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To  satisfy  tliem,  my  brother,  George  W.  Imboden,  sent  a  message  to  me  at 
Gordousville,  iuquiring  imderwhose  authorityl  had  acted.  On  the  anivalof  the 
train  at  Gordonsville,  Captain  Harman  received  the  message  and  rejjlif-d  to  it 
in  my  name,  that  I  was  acting  Ijy  order  of  the  governor.  Hannan  had  been  of  the 
committee,  tlie  night  before,  that  waited  on  Governor  Letcher,  and  he  assumed 
that  by  that  hour — noon — the  convention  must  have  voted  the  State  out  of 
the  Union,  and  that  the  governor  had  kept  his  promise  to  send  orders  by 
wire.  Before  we  reached  Staunton,  Harman  handed  me  the  dispatch  and  told 
me  what  he  had  done.  I  was  annoyed  by  his  action  tUl  the  train  (h"ew  up  at 
Staunton,  where  thousands  of  people  were  assembled,  and  my  ai-tilleiy  com- 
pany and  the  West  Augusta  Guards  (the  finest  infantry  company  in  the 
valley)  were  in  line.  Major-General  Kenton  Haiper,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania, 
"  a  born  soldier,"  and  Brigadier-General  William  H.  Harman,  both  holding 
commissions  in  the  Virginia  militia, — and  both  of  whom  had  won  theif  spm-s 
in  the  regiment  the  State  had  sent  to  the  Mexican  wai-, — met  me  as  I  ahghted, 
with  a  telegram  from  Governor  Letcher  ordering  them  into  ser^-ice,  and 
referring  them  to  me  for  information  as  to  om-  destination  and  troops.  Until 
I  imi^arted  to  them  confidentially  what  had  occiuTed  the  night  before,  they 
thought,  as  did  all  the  people  assembled,  that  we  were  boimd  for  the  Ports- 
mouth Navy  Yard.  For  prudential  reasons,  we  said  nothing  to  dispel  this 
illusion.  The  governor  in  his  dispatch  informed  General  Harper  that  he  was 
to  take  chief  command,  and  that  full  written  instructions  would  reach  him  en 
route.  He  waited 
tUl  after  dark, 
and  then  set  out 
for  Winchester 
behind  a  good 
team.  Brigadier- 
General  Harman 
was  ordered  to 
take  command  of 
the  trains  and  of 
all  troops  that 
might  report  en 
route.  (See  map, 
page  113.) 

About  sunsetwe 
took  train  ;  our 
departiu'e  was  an 
exciting    and    af- 

teCting   scene.       At        the    COnUT-HOrSE.    ClIAIiLESTOWN.   V.V..    WHERE    .lOIIN     IIROWS     AND    HIS    ASSOCIATES 
/~il  1       ;.  ,,•11  •  Wr.DE     IKIED     VNH    SENTENOEII         EUOM     A    rllOTOHKArll. 

Oliarlottesviile,  m 

the  night,  the  Monticello  Guards,  (.'nittain  W.  B.  ]\lallory,  ami  the  Albemarle 
Rifles,  under  Captain  R.  T.  W.  Duke,  came  altoard.     At  Culpeper  a  ritle  com- 
pany joined  us,  and  just  as  the  sun  rose  on  the  18th  we  reai'hed  ^lanassas. 
The  Ashbys   and   FunsttMi    had  gone  on   the  dav  before  to  collect  their 


^iHfc^ats 
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cavalry  companies,  and  also  the  famous  "Black  Horse  Cavalry,"  a  superb 
body  of  men  and  horses,  under  Captains  John  Scott  and  Welby  Carter  of 
Fauquier.  By  marching  across  the  Blue  Eidge,  they  were  to  rendezvous  near 
Harper's  Ferry. 
Ashby  had  sent 
men  on  the  night 
of  the  17th  to 
cut  the  wires  be- 
tween Manassas 
Junction  and  Al- 
exandria, and  to 
keep  them  cut 
for  several  days. 

Om'  arrival  at 
Manassas  Junc- 
tion startled  the 
quiet  people  of 
the^dllage.  Gren- 
eral  Harman  at 
once  "  impress- 
ed" the  Manassas 

Gap  train  to  take  the  lead,  and  switched  two  or  three  other  trains  to  that  line 
in  order  to  proceed  to  Strasburg.  I  was  put  in  command  of  the  foremost 
train.  We  had  not  gone  five  miles  when  I  discovered  that  the  engineer  could 
not  be  trusted.  He  let  his  fire  go  down,  and  came  to  a  dead  standstill  on  a 
slight  ascending  grade.  A  cocked  pistol  induced  him  to  fire  up  and  go  ahead. 
From  thei'e  to  Strasburg  I  rode  in  the  engine-cab,  and  we  made  full  forty 
miles  an  hour  with  the  aid  of  good  dry  wood  and  a  navy  revolver. 

At  Strasburg  we  left  the  ears,  and  before  10  o'clock  the  infantry  com- 
panies took  up  the  line  of  march  for  Winchester.  I  now  had  to  procure  horses 
for  my  guns.  The  farmers  were  in  theii*  corn-fields,  and  some  of  them  agreed 
to  hire  us  horses  as  far  as  Winchester,  eighteen  miles,  while  others  refused. 
The  situation  being  urgent,  we  took  the  horses  by  force,  under  threats  of 
being  indicted  lay  the  next  grand  jury  of  the  county.  By  noon  we  had  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  teams.  We  followed  the  infantry  down  the  Valley  Tm-npike, 
reaching  Winchester  just  at  nightfall.  The  people  generally  received  us  very 
coldly.  The  war  spu-it  that  bore  them  up  through  four  years  of  trial  and 
privation  had  not  yet  been  aroused. 

General  Harper  was  at  Winchester,  and  had  sent  forward  his  infantry  by 
rail  to  Charlestown,  eight  miles  from  Harper's  Ferry.  In  a  short  time  a  train 
returned  for  my  batteiy.  The  farmers  got  then*  horses  and  went  home  rejoic- 
ing, and  we  set  out  for  oiu-  destination.  The  infantry  moved  out  of  Charles- 
town  about  midnight.  We  kept  to  our  train  as  far  as  Halltown,  only  f oiu"  miles 
from  the  fei'ry.  There  we  set  down  our  guns  to  be  run  forward  by  hand 
to  Bolivar  Heights,  west  of  the  town,  fi'om  which  we  could  shell  the  place  if 
necessary. 
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The  •well-known  raid  of  John  Brown  upon  Har- 
per's Furry,  A'irginia,  for  the  purpose  of  freeing 
slaves  by  force  of  arms,  oeeiu'red  on  the  evening:  of 
Suiuia)',  the  17tli  of  October,  18r>!l.  His  party, 
inehuting  himself  ami  five  negroes  (three  of  whom 
were  fugitive  slaves"),  eonsisteil  of  'J'J  men.  thi-ee  of 
whom  remained  at  the  rendezvous  ou  tlie  Maryland 


side  of  the  Potomac.  The  others  crossed  by  the 
bridge  and  seized  the  United  States  armory  and 
arsenal,  and  during  the  next  eighteen  homrs  were 
busy  in  aro\ising  slaves,  cutting  telegraph  wires, 
providing  defenses  against  attack,  and  imprisoning 
citizens.  Tley  were  at  last  besieged  in  the  engine- 
house  by  a  large  number  of  citizens  and  militia,  to 
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A  little  before  dawn  of  the  next  day,  April  18th,  a  brilliant  light  arose 
from  near  the  point  of  confluence  of  the  Shenandoah  and  Potomac  rivers. 
General  Harper,  who  up  to  that  moment  had  expected  a  conflict  with  the 
Massachusetts  regiment  supposed  to  be  at  Harper's  Ferry,  was  making  his 
dispositions  for  an  attack  at  daybreak,  when  this  light  convinced  him  that 
the  enemy  had  fired  the  arsenal  and  fled.  He  marched  in  and  took  posses- 
sion, but  too  late  to  extinguish  the  flames.  Nearly  twenty  thousand  rifles 
and  pistols  were  destroyed.  The  workshops  had  not  been  fired.  The  people 
of  the  town  told  us  the  catastrophe,  for  such  it  was  to  us,  was  owing  to 
declarations  made  the  day  before  by  the  ex-superintendent,  Alfred  Barbour. 
He  reached  Harper's  Ferry,  via  Washington,  on  the  17th  about  noon,  and, 
collecting  the  mechanics  in  groups,  informed  them  that  the  place  would  be  capt- 
ui'ed  within  twenty-four  hours  by  Virginia  troops.  He  urged  them  to  protect 
the  propertv,  and  join  the 
Southern  caus( ,  ))iomising,  x""^^ 

if  w  ai    t  nxued,   that  the  plac  (  \^ 

would  be  h(  Id  by  the  South,  and 
that   the\    would    be    continued   at 
woik  on   high   ^\agefe      His    influence 
with   the    men   \\as   git  at,  anel  most  of 
th(  m  eleeided  to  accept  his  adMee      But 
Li(  utenant    Eogei    Joins,    who    e  Mii- 
mandeel  the  little   guaid  of  toit}- 
fivL  men,  heaiing  w  hat  \\  as  goin 
on,  at  one  e  took  iik  asm  es 
to    destio\    the    place 
ifnt(ts^al^     Tiains 
of  gunpowdei 


^L^— - 


^'fflWiia 


t£^ 


THE    ENGINE-HOnSE,    HARPER'S    FERRY —"  JOHN    BROWN'S    FOKT,"    IN    WHICH    HE    WAS    CAPTHRED. 


whom  were  added,  on  the  morning  of  Tuesday,  a 
force  of  United  States  marines,  sent  from  Wash- 
ington under  Colonel  Robert  E.  Lee  and  Lieuten- 
ants Green  and  J.  E.  B.  Stuart.  The  marines 
battered  down  the  door  of  the  engine-house  and 
captured  the  insurgents,  after  a  brave  resistance. 
In  the  conflict  John  Brown  was  wounded ;  his  sons 
Watson  and  Oliver  were  mortally  wounded,  and 
eight  others  of  the  party  were  killed.  Five,  in- 
cluding another  son,  Owen  Brown,  escaped.  Seven 


were  captured,  and,  after  trial  and  conviction, 
were  hanged  at  Charlestowu,  Virginia, —  John 
Brown  on  the  2d  of  December,  1859;  John  E. 
Cook,  Edwin  Coppoc,  John  A.  Copeland  (a  mulat- 
to), and  Shields  Green  (a  negro)  on  the  16th  of 
December ;  and  Aaron  D.  Stevens  and  Albert  Haz- 
lett  on  the  16th  of  the  following  March.  Three 
citizens  and  a  number  of  negroes  were  killed  by 
the  insurgents,  and  others  were  wounded. 

Editors. 
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were  laid  through  the 
buildings  to  be  fli-ed.  In 
the  shojjs  tile  workmen 
of  Southern  symjiathies 
managed  to  wet  the 
powder  in  many  places 
during  the  night,  render- 
ing it  hannless.  Jones's 
troops,  however,  held 
the  arsenal  buildings 
and  stores,  and  wheu 
their  commander  was 
advised  of  Haii)er"s  rapid 
approach  thegimpowder 
was  fired,  and  he  crossed 
into  Maryland  with  his 
handfid  of  men.  So 
we  secm-ed  only  the  ma- 
ohineiy  and  the  gun  and 
pistol  barrels  and  locks, 
which,  however,  were 
sent  to  Bichmoufl  and 
Columbia,  South  Caro- 
lina, and  were  worked 
over  into  excellent  anns. 
[See  note,  page  125.] 

Within  a  week  about 
tlmteen  hundred  Yh-- 
ginia  volunteers  had  as- 
sembled there.  As  these 
compaiues  were,  in  fact,  a 
part  of  the  State  militia, 
they  were  legally  under 
command  of  the  thi-ee 
brigadiers  and  one  ma- 
jor-general of  militia,  who  had  authority  over  this,  that,  or  the  other  organiza- 
tion. These  generals  surrounded  tliemseh-es  -nitli  a  numerous  staff,  material 
for  which  was  aliundant  in  the  rank  and  lilc  of  the  volunteers :  for  instance,  in 
my  battery  there  were  at  least  a  dozen  college  graduates  of  and  below  the  gi-ade 
of  corporal.  Every  fair  afternoon  the  official  display  in  Harper's  Ferry  of 
'•  fuss  and  feathers  "  would  have  done  no  discredit  to  the  Chamjis  Elyse(>s. 

One  afternoon,  six  or  eight  days  after  our  occupation.  General  Harper 
sent  for  me,  as  the  senior  artillery  olficer  (we  then  had  three  batteries,  bnt  all 
without  horses),  to  say  lie  liad  been  told  that  a  nimiber  of  trains  on  the  Balti- 
more and  Ohio  railroad  would  try  to  pass  us  in  the  night,  transporting 
troops  from  the  West  to  Washington,  and  that  he  had  decided  to  prevent 


April  23a,  1861,  Robert  E.  Li>c.  with  the  rauk  of  iu;i,ior-general,  was 
appointed  by  Goveruor  Letclier  commauder-lu-cblef  of  tUe  military  aud 
ji:i\'al  forees  of  tlie  State  of  Virginia,  and  aseunied  charge  of  the  military 
di'tiMisos  of  the  State.  June  8th.  1801.  in  accordance  with  the  proclamation 
of  (roveruor  Letcher,  he  traueferrert  the  command  to  the  Confederate 
States,  but  lie  remained  the  rankins  otiicer  of  the  Virginia  military  forees. 
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them  at  the  risk  of  bringing  on  a  battle.  He  ordered  the  posting  of  guns 
so  as  to  command  the  road  for  half  a  mile  or  more,  all  to  be  aecm-ately 
trained  on  the  track  by  the  light  of  day,  and  ready  to  be  discharged  at  any 
moment.  Infantry  companies  were  stationed  to  fire  into  the  trains,  if  the 
artillery  failed  to  stop  them.  Pickets  were  posted  ont  two  or  three  miles, 
with  orders  to  fu-e  signal-guns  as  soon  as  the  first  troop-laden  train  should 
pass.  About  1  o'clock  at  night  we  heard  the  rumbling  of  an  aj^proach- 
ing  train.  The  long  roll  was  beat;  the  men  assembled  at  theii-  assigned 
positions  and  in 
silence  awaited  the 
sound  of  the  sig- 
nal-guns. A  nerv- 
ous cavah'jnnan 
was  the  vedette.  As 
the  train  passed 
him  (it  was  the 
regular  mail)  he 
thought  he  saw 
soldiers  in  it,  and 
fired.  Pop  !  pop  ! 
pop  !  came  down 
the  road  from  suc- 
cessive sentries. 
Primers  were  in- 
serted and  lan- 
yards held  taut,  to  be  pulled  when  the  engine  should  turn  a  certain  point 
foui"  hundi'ed  yards  distant  from  the  battery.  By  great  good  luck  Colonel 
WiUiam  S.  H.  Baylor,  commanding  the  5th  Vii'ginia  regiment,  was  with 
some  of  his  men  stationed  a  little  beyond  the  point,  and,  seeing  no  troops 
aboard  the  train,  sigTaaled  it  to  stop.  It  did  so,  not  one  hundi'ed  yards  beyond 
where  the  artillery  would  have  opened  on  it.  When  the  first  excitement  was 
over,  he  demanded  of  the  conductor  what  troops,  if  any,  were  on  board,  and 
was  told  there  was  "one  old  fellow  in  uniform  asleep  on  the  mail-bags 
in  the  first  car."  Entering  that  car  with  a  file  of  soldiers,  he  secured  the 
third  prisoner  of  war  taken  in  Virginia.  It  proved  to  be  Brigadier-General 
W.  S.  Harney,  of  the  United  States  army,  on  his  way  from  the  West  to 
Washington,  to  resign  his  commission  and  go  to  Europe  rather  than  engage 
in  a  fratricidal  war.  He  surrendered  with  a  pleasant  remark,  and  was  taken 
to  General  Harper's  headquarters,  where  he  spent  the  night.  On  his  assur- 
ance that  he  knew  of  no  troops  coming  from  the  West,  Harper  ordered  us 
aU  to  quarters.  Next  morning  General  Harney  was  paroled  to  report  in 
Richmond,  and  was  escorted  to  a  train  about  to  leave  for  Winchester.  He 
was  a  fine-looking  old  soldier,  and  as  he  walked  down  the  street  to  the  depot 
he  saw  all  our  forces  except  the  cavalry.  He  was  accompanied  socially  by 
two  or  three  of  our  generals  and  a  swarm  of  staff-officers.  He  cast  his 
glance  over  the  few  huncb"ed  men  in  sight,  and  turning  to  General  Harper, 
I  heard  him  inquire,  with  a  merry  twinkle  in  his  eye,  "  Where  is  yoiu'  army 


HARPER'S  FERRY,  LOOKING  DOWN  THE  POTOMAC. 
FROM  A  PHOTOGRAPH  TAKEN  FROM  THE  HILL  ABOVE  THE  TOWN. 
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encamped,  general  ? "  Harper's  face  ei-imsoned  as  he  replied,  *'  Excuse  me 
from  giving  information."  Hamey  smiled,  and  said  politely,  "'  Pardon  me 
for  asking  an  improjjer  question,  but  I  had  forgotten  I  was  a  prisoner."  He 
went  on  to  Richmond,  was  treated  with  marked  com-tesy,  and  in  a  day  or 
two  proceeded  to  Washington. 

In  a  few  days  our  forces  began  to  increase  by  the  arrival  of  fresh  volunteer 
companies.  Being  only  a  captain,  I  was  kept  very  busy  in  trying  to  get  my 
battery  into  the  best  condition.  We  had  no  caissons  and  but  insufficient  har- 
ness. For  the  latter  I  sent  to  Baltimore,  purchasing  on  my  private  credit.  In  the 
same  way  I  ordered  from  Richmond  red  flannel  shirts  and  other  clothing  for 
all  my  men,  oui"  uniforms  being  too  fine  for  camp  life.  The  governor  subse- 
quently ordered  these  bills  to  be  paid  by  the  State  treasui-er.  We  found  at 
the  armory  a  large  number  of  very  strong  horse-carts.  In  my  battery  were 
thirty  or  more  excellent  young  mechanics.  By  using  the  wheels  and  axles 
of  the  carts  they  soon  constructed  good  caissons,  which  served  us  till  after 
the  first  battle  of  Bull  Run. 

We  had  no  telegi'aph  line  to  Richmond  except  via  Washington,  and  the 
time  of  communication  by  mail  was  two  days.  General  Hai-per  found  it  so 
difficult  to  obtain  needed  munitions  and  supplies,  that  about  the  last  of  April 
he  decided  to  send  me  to  the  governor,  who  was  my  intimate  friend,  with  a 
requisition  for  all  we  needed,  and  verbal  instructions  to  make  to  him  a  fuU 
statement  of  our  necessitous  and  defenseless  condition,  in  case  General  Robert 

Pattersou,who  was  re- 


,V'' 


ported  with  a  Federal 
force  at  Chambers- 
liui'g,  should  move 
against  us.  When  I 
arrived  in  Richmond, 
General  Robert  E.  Lee 
had  been  placed  in 
command  of  aU  the 
Virginia  forces  by  the 
governor,  and  by  an 
ordinance  every  mi- 
litia officer  in  the 
State  above  the  rank 
of  captain  had  been 
decapitated,  and  the 
governor  and  his  mil- 
itary couucil  had  been 
authorized  to  fill  va- 
cancies thus  created. 
This  was  a  disastroiis  blow  to  "  the  pomp  and  <'ircumstance  of  glorious  war"  at 
Hai'per's  Ferry.  Militia  generals  and  the  lirilliant  *'  staft" "  were  stricken  down, 
and  their  functions  devolved,  according  to  Governor  Letcher's  order  of 
April  l!7th,  ujion  Thomas  J.  Jackson,  colonel  commandant,  and  James  W. 


IIAKPEK'S    FERRY,    FROM    THE    MARTLAND    SIDE. 

The  railway  bridge  was  destroyed  by  the  Coufedcrates  ou  the  13th  of  June.  1S61. 
Two  days  Uiter.  ou  the  appvoaeh  of  Uniou  forces  under  General  Robert  Patter- 
eon,  near  Willianisport,  and  uuder  Colonel  Lew  Wallaee  at  Koinney  (see  foot- 
note page  127),  (General  Joseph  K.  .Tolniston  iwho  had  sueeeeded  Colonel  .Taek- 
son  In  ooinniand  ou  the  23d  of  May),  eonsideiing  the  position  untenable,  with- 
drew the  Confederate  array  to  Winchester. 
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Massie,  major  and  assistant  adjutant-general,  who  arrived  during  the  first 
week  of  May. 

This  was  "  Stonewall "  Jackson's  first  appearance  on  the  theater  of  the  war. 
I  spent  one  day  and  night  in  Richmond,  and  then  retui-ned  to  camp,  arriv- 
ing about  2  p.  M.  What  a  revolution  three  or  four  days  had  wrought !  I  could 
scarcely  realize  the  change.  The  militia  generals  were  all  gone,  and  the  staff 
had  vanished.  The  commanding  colonel  and  his  adjutant  had  arrived,  and 
were  occupying  a  small  room  in  the  little  wayside  hotel  near  the  raihoad 
bridge.  Knowing  them  both,  I  immediately  sought  an  interview,  and  deliv- 
ered a  letter  and  some  papers  I  had  brought  from  General  Lee.  Jackson  and  his 
adjutant  were  at  a  little  pine  table  figau-ing 
upon  the  rolls  of  the  troops  present.  They 
were  dressed  in  well-worn,  dingy  uniforms 
of  professors  in  the  Virginia  Military  Insti- 
tute, where  both  had  recently  occupied  chairs. 
Colonel  Jackson  had  issued  and  sent  to  the 
camps  a  short,  simple  order  assuming  the 
command,  but  had  had  no  intercoui'se  with 
the  troops.  The  deposed  officers  had  nearly 
all  left  for  home  or  for  Richmond  in  a  high 
state  of  indignation.  After  an  interview  of 
perhaps  a  half  hour  I  j)roceeded  to  my  camp 
on  the  hill,  and  found  the  men  of  the  5th  Vir- 
ginia regiment,  from  my  own  county,  in 
assembly,  and  greatly  excited.  They  were 
deeply  attached  to  their  field-officers,  and  re- 
garded the  ordinance  of  the  convention  as  an 
outrage  on  freemen  and  volunteers,  and  were 
discussing  the  propriety  of  passing  denunci- 
atory resolutions.  On  seeing  me  they  called 
for  a  speech.  As  I  did  not  belong  to  the  regiment,  I  declined  to  say  any- 
thing, but  ordered  the  men  of  the  Staunton  Artillery  to  fall  into  line.  Then  I 
briefly  told  them  that  we  were  required  to  muster  into  service  either  for  twelve 
months  or  during  the  war,  at  our  option,  and  urged  them  to  go  in  for  the  full 
period  of  the  war,  as  such  action  would  be  most  creditable  to  them,  and  a  good 
example  to  others.  They  unanimously  shouted,  "  For  the  war !  For  the  war!" 
Before  they  were  dismissed  the  cererriouy  of  mustering  in  was  completed,  and 
I  proudly  took  the  roll  down  to  Colonel  Jackson  with  the  remark,  "  There, 
colonel,  is  the  roll  of  your  first  company  mustered  in  for  the  war."  He  looked 
it  over,  and,  rising,  shook  my  hand,  saying,  "Thank  you,  captain — thank  you; 
and  please  thank  yoru"  men  for  me."  He  had  heard  that  there  was  dissatisfac- 
tion in  the  camps,  and  asked  me  to  act  as  mustering  officer  for  two  other  artil- 
lery companies  piesent.  Before  sunset  the  rolls  were  returned.  This  prompt 
action  of  the  batteries  was  emulated  the  next  day  by  the  other  troops,  and  all 
were  mustered  in.  Within  a  week  Governor  Letcher  wisely  appointed 
Major-General  Harper  colonel  of  the  5th  Virginia,  Brigadier-General  Har- 


GENERAI-  THOMAS    J.    ("STONEWALL") 
JACKSON.     FRO.II  A  PHOTOGKAl'H. 


122  JACKSON  AT  HARPER'S  FERRY  IN  1861. 

man  lieutenant-colonel,  and  Colonel  Baylor  major,  and  I  ventm-e  to  say  no 
regiment  in  either  aimy  was  better  officered,  as  the  fame  it  won  in  the 
"  Stonewall "  biigade  will  prove.  The  presence  of  a  master  mind  was  ^"isible 
in  the  changed  condition  of  the  camp.  Perfect  order  reigned  everywhere. 
InstiTiction  in  the  details  of  militaiy  duties  occupied  Jackson's  whole  time. 
He  m'ged  the  officers  to  call  upon  him  for  infonuation  about  even  the  minutest 
details  of  duty,  often  remarking  that  it  was  no  discredit  to  a  ci%"ilian  to  be 
ignorant  of  military  matters.  He  was  a  rigid  disciplinarian,  and  yet  a.s  gen- 
tle and  kind  as  a  woman.  He  was  the  easiest  man  in  our  anny  to  get 
along  with  pleasantly  so  long  as  one  did  his  duty,  but  as  inexorable  as  fate  in 
exacting  the  performance  of  it ;  yet  he  would  overlook  serious  faults  if  he  saw 
they  were  the  result  of  ignorance,  and  would  instnict  the  offender  in  a  kindly 
way.  He  was  as  coiu'teous  to  the  humblest  private  who  sought  an  inter- 
view for  any  purpose  as  to  the  highest  officer  in  his  command.  He  despised 
superciliousness  and  self-assertion,  and  nothing  angered  him  so  quickly  as  to 
see  an  officer  wound  the  f  eehugs  of  those  under  him  by  irony  or  sarcasm. 

When  Jackson  found  we  were  without  ai-tillery  horses,  he  went  into  no 
red-tajje  correspondence  with  the  cu-cumlocution  offices  in  Eichmond,  but 
ordered  his  quartermaster.  Major  John  A.  Hannan,  to  proceed  with  men  to 
the  Quaker  settlements  in  the  rich  county  of  Loudoun,  famous  for  its  good 
horses,  and  buy  or  impress  as  many  as  we  needed.  Hannan  executed  his 
orders  with  such  energy  and  dispatch  that  he  won  Jackson's  confidence,  and 
remained  his  chief  quartemiaster  till  the  day  of  Jackson's  death. 

By  Jackson's  orders  I  took  laossession  of  the  bridge  across  the  Potomac 
at  Point  of  Rocks,  twelve  miles  below  Harper's  Ferry,  and  fortified  the  A'u- 
ginia  end  of  the  bridge,  as  we  ex^jected  a  visit  any  night  from  General  B.  F. 
Butler,  who  was  at  the  Relay  House  on  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  raih'oad.  It 
was  my  habit  to  keep  awake  all  night  to  be  ready  for  emergencies,  and  to 
sleep  in  the  day-time,  making  daily  reports,  night  and  morning,  to  Jackson. 
One  Sunday  afternoon,  a  little  over  a  week  after  we  occupied  this  post.  I  was 
aroused  from  my  nap  by  one  of  my  men,  who  said  there  were  two  men  iu 
blue  uniforms  (we  had  not  yet  adopted  the  gi'ay)  riding  about  oiu"  camp,  and 
looking  so  closely  at  everything  that  he  believed  they  were  spies.  I  went 
out  to  see  who  they  were,  and  f(iund  Jackson  and  one  of  his  staff.  As  I 
approached  them,  he  put  his  finger  on  his  lii:)s  and  shook  his  head  as  a  signal 
for  silence.  In  a  low  tone  he  said  he  preferred  it  should  not  be  known  he  had 
come  there.  He  ajiproved  of  all  I  had  done,  and  soon  galloped  away.  I  after- 
ward suspected  that  the  visit  was  siuiply  to  familiarize  himself  with  the  line 
of  the  canal  and  raih'oad  from  Point  of  Rocks  to  Harper's  Ferry  preparatory 
to  a  sharji  bit  of  strategy  which  he  practiced  a  few  days  later. 

From  the  very  beginning  of  the  war  the  Confederacy  was  greatly  in  need 
of  rolling-stock  for  the  railroads.  "We  were  jiarticularly  short  of  locomo- 
tives, and  were  Avithout  the  shops  to  build  them.  Jackson,  appreciating 
this,  hit  iijion  a  plan  to  obtain  a  good  supply  from  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio 
road.  Its  line  was  double-tracked,  at  least  from  Pi^int  of  Rocks  to  Martins- 
burg,  a  distance  of  25  or  30  miles.     We  had  not  iutcifered  with  the  inmniug 
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of  trains,  except  on  tlie  occasion  of  the  arrest 
of  General  Harney.  The  coal  traffic  from 
Cumberland  was  immense,  as  the  Washing- 
ton government  was  accumnlating  supplies 
of  coal  on  the  seaboard.  These  coal  trains 
passed  Harper's  Ferry  at  all  hours  of  the  day 
and  night,  and  thus  furnished  Jackson  with 
a  pretext  for  arranging  a  brilUant  "  scoop." 
When  he  sent  me  to  Point  of  Rocks,  he 
ordered  Colonel  Harper  with  the  5tli  Vu'- 
ginia  Infantry  to  Martinsburg.  He  then 
complained  to  President  Garrett,  of  the 
Baltimore  and  Ohio,  that  the  night  trains, 
eastward  bound,  disturbed  the  repose  of 
his  camp,  and  requested  a  change  of  sched- 
ule that  would  pass  all  east-bound  trains  by 
Harper's  Ferry  between  11  and  1  o'clock  in 
the  day-time.  Mr.  Garrett  complied,  and 
thereafter  for  several  days  we  heard  the  con- 
stant roar  of  passing  trains  for  an  hour- 

PEN    SKETCH    OF    GENERAL    JACKSON      DKA^\  >  in  n  n  n,  T->       i         ■ 

FKOM  LIFE,  ^EAR  BALLS,  Eniri,  bctoro  aud  au  hour  atter  noon.      But  since 

pROBAULv  IN  1861.  ^j^g  "empties"  were  sent  up  the  road  at 

night,  Jackson  again  complained  that  the  nuisance  was  as  great  as  ever,  and, 
as  the  road  had  two  tracks,  said  he  must  insist  that  the  west-bound  trains 
should  pass  chuung  the  same  two  hours  as  those  going  east.  Mr.  Garrett 
promptly  complied,  and  we  then  had,  for  two  hours  every  day,  the  liveliest 
railroad  in  America.  One  night,  as  soon  as  the  schedule  was  working  at  its 
best,  Jackson  sent  me  an  order  to  take  a  force  of  men  across  to  the  Maryland 
side  of  the  river  the  next  day  at  11  o'clock,  and,  letting  all  west-bound  trains 
pass  till  12  o'clock,  to  permit  none  to  go  east,  and  at  12  o'clock  to  obstruct 
the  road  so  that  it  would  requii-e  several  days  to  repair  it.  He  ordered  the 
reverse  to  be  done  at  Martinsburg.  Thus  he  caught  all  the  trains  that  were 
going  east  or  west  between  those  points,  and  these  he  ran  up  to  Winchester, 
thu"ty-two  miles  on  the  branch  road,  where  they  were  safe,  and  whence  they 
were  removed  by  horse-power  to  the  railway  at  Strasburg.  I  do  not  remem- 
ber the  number  of  trains  captured,  but  the  loss  crippled  the  Baltimoi'e  and 
Ohio  road  seriously  for  some  time,  and  the  gain  to  our  scantily  stocked 
Virginia  roads  of  the  same  gauge  was  invaluable. 

While  we  held  the  Point  of  Rocks  bridge,  J.  E.  B.  Stuarb  (afterward  so 
famous  as  a  cavahy  leader)  was  commissioned  lieutenant-colonel,  and  reported 
to  Colonel  Jackson  for  assignment  to  duty.  Jackson  ordered  the  consolidation 
of  all  the  eavaky  companies  into  a  battalion  to  be  commanded  by  Stuart, 
who  then  appeared  more  like  a  well-gi'own,  manly  youth  than  the  mature 
man  he  really  was.  This  order  was  very  offensive  to  Cai^tain  Turner  Ashby, 
at  that  time  the  idol  of  all  the  troopers  in  the  field,  as  well  he  might  be,  for  a 
more  brave  and  chivalrous  officer  never  rode  at  the  head  of  well-mounted 
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troopers.  Ashby  was  older  than  Stuart,  aud  he  thought,  and  we  all  believed, 
that  he  was  entitled  to  first  promotion.  When  not  absent  scouting,  Ashby  spent 
his  nights  with  me  at  the  bridge.  He  told  me  of  Jaokson's  oi'der,  aud  that 
he  would  reply  to  it  with  his  resignation.  I  expostulated  with  him,  although 
he  had  all  my  symj^athies.  I  ru-ged  him  to  call  upon  Colonel  Jackson  that 
night.  It  was  only  twelve  miles  by  the  tow-path  of  the  canal,  and  on  his 
black  Arabian  he  could  make  it  in  less  than  an  houi-.  I  believed  Jackson 
would  respect  his  feeUugs  and  leave  his  company  out  of  Stuart's  battahon.    I 

veutiu'ed  to  wi-ite  a  private  letter 
to  Jackson,  appealing  in  the  strong- 
est terms  for  the  saving  of  Ashby 
to  the  ser\dce.  The  result  of  his 
night  ride  was  that  Jackson  not 
only  relieved  him  from  the  obnox- 
ious order,  but  agi'eed  to  di^^de  the 
companies  between  him  and  Stuart, 
and  to  ask  for  his  immediate  pro- 
motion, fonning  thus  the  nuclei  of 
two  regiments  of  cavalry,  to  be 
filled  as  rapidly  as  new  companies 
came  to  the  front.  One  of  these 
regiments  was  commanded  at  fii'st 
by  Colonel  Angus  McDonald, 
with  Ashby  as  Ueutenant-colonel, 
and  in  a  few  months  Ashby  was 
promoted  to  its  full  command. 
Ashby  got  back  to  Point  of  Rocks 
about  '1  in  the  morning,  as  happy 
a  man  as  I  ever  saw,  and  completely 
enraptured  with  Jackson.  From  that  night  on,  the  affection  and  confidence  of 
the  two  men  were  remai-kable.  A  trip  Ashby  had  made  a  few  days  before  to 
Chambersburg  and  the  encampment  of  General  Robert  Patterson  was  the 
real  reason  for  Jackson's  favor.  Ashln'  had  rigged  himself  in  a  farmer's  suit 
of  homespun  that  he  had  borrowed,  and,  hiring  a  plow-horse,  had  personated 
a  rustic  horse-doctor.  With  his  saddle-liags  full  of  some  remedy  for  spa%'iii 
or  ringbone,  he  had  gone  to  Chambersburg,  and  had  retiumed  in  the  night 
with  an  immense  amoiint  of  information.  The  career  of  Ashby  was  a  romance 
from  that  time  on  tUl  he  fell,  shot  through  the  heart,  two  days  before  the 
battle  of  Cross  Keys. 

May  2od,  1861,  Colonel  Jackson  was  siiperseded  in  command  at  Harper's 
Ferry  by  Brigadier-Genei'al  Joseph  E.  Johnston.  ^Mieu  General  Johnston 
arrived  several  thousand  m(>n  had  been  assembled  there,  representing  nearly  all 
the  seceded  States  east  of  the  Mississippi  River.  Johnston  at  once  began  the 
work  of  organization  on  a  larger  scale  than  Jackson  had  attempted.  He 
brigaded  the  troops,  and  assigned  Colonel  Jackson  to  the  command  of  the  ex- 
chisively  Virginian  Inigade.  The  latter  was  almost  immediately  commissioned 
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brigadier-general,  and  when  on  the  15th  of  June  Johnston  withcU'ew  from  Har- 
per's Ferry  to  Winchester,  he  kept  Jackson  at  the  front  along  the  Baltimore 
and  Ohio  road  to  observe  General  Patterson's  preparations.  Nothing  of  much 
importance  occurred  for  several  weeks,  beyond  a  little  affair  near  Martinsburg 
in  which  Jackson  captured  about  forty  men  of  a  reconnoitering  party  sent  out 
by  Patterson.  His  vigilance  was  ceaseless,  and  General  Johnston  felt  sure,  at 
Winchester,  of  ample  warning  of  any  aggressive  movement  of  the  enemy. 


On  the  2d  of  January,  1861,  Alfred  M.  Barbour 
(mentioned  in  the  foregoing  paper),  Superinten- 
dent of.  the  United  States  Armory  at  Harper's 
Ferry,  wrote  to  Captain  William  Maynadier  of  the 
Ordnance  Bureau,  Washington,  iu  part  as  follows: 

"  I  have  reason  to  apprehend  tliat  eome  assault  will 
be  made  upon  tlie  United  States  Armor}-  at  Harper's 
Ferrj-.  My  reasons  I  do  not  feel  at  liberty  to  disclose. 
TUey  may  or  tbey  may  not  be  well  founded.  I  deem  it 
my  duty  to  inform  you  that  there  is  no  regidarly  organ- 
ized defense  for  the  post.  The  armorers  have  been  formed 
into  volunteer  companies,  and  arms  and  ammimi- 
tion  furnished  them.  .  .  .  But  the  armory  might  be 
taken  and  destroyed ;  the  arms  might  be  abstracted  and 
removed  or  destroyed  ;  vast  auiomit  of  damage  might  be 
done  to  the  Government  property  before  the  companies 
could  be  notified  or  rallied.  ...  I  cannot  be  held  re- 
sponsible for  consequences  at  present,  unless  the  Gov- 
ernment itself  sees  to  the  protection  of  its  property  by 
placing  reliable  regularly  drilled  forces  to  sustain  me.  I 
do  not  look  to  personal  consequences  at  all.  I  look  to  the 
duty  of  protecting  the  property  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment now  under  my  charge." 

The  next  day  Major  (now  General)  Henry  J. 
Hunt  was  assigned  to  command  at  Harper's  Ferry, 
and  Lieutenant  Roger  Jones  was  ordered  to  report 
to  him  with  a  small  force  from  Carlisle  Ban-aeks, 
Pennsylvania.  Major  Hunt,  in  response  to  his  re- 
quest for  instructions,  accompanied  by  a  statement 
of  the  weakness  of  his  position,  was  directed  by  the 
Secretary  of  War  (Holt)  to  avoid  all  needless  irri- 
tation of  the  public  mind.  April  2d  Major  Hunt 
was  ordered  to  other  service,  and  the  command 
devolved  upon  Lieutenant  Jones  (now  Colonel 
and  Inspector-General,  TJ.  S.  A.),  who,  in  a  letter 
to  the  Editors,  gives  the  following  account  of  the 
destruction  of  the  armory  : 

"From  an  early  day  after  I  reported  with  my  detachment 
of  sixty  men  from  Carlisle,  it  became  evident  that  a  de- 
fense of  tlie  valuable  Government  interests  at  Harper's 
Ferry  would  be  impracticable  unless  large  reenforce- 
ments  were  sent  there ;  and  as  there  was  every  reason 
for  believius  that  this  would  not  be  done,  I  early  became 
convinced  that  there  was  but  one  course  to  pursue, — 
viz.,  to  destroy  what  could  not  be  defended.  The  chances 
for  the  capture  or  destruction  of  my  small  force  —  re- 
duced on  April  18th  to  45  men  —  were  overwhelming,  but 
I  counted  on  the  unorganized  and  undisciplined  state  of 
the  troops  to  be  sent  against  me,  on  their  surprise  and 
bitter  disappointment,  as  circumstances  favoring  our 
escape. 

"  On  the  Sunday  preceding  the  seizure  of  the  armory, 
a  wealthy  miller  of  the  village  came  to  me  and  offered  to 


be  the  bearer  of  any  message  I  might  care  to  send  to  the 
Secretary  of  War  [Mr.  Simon  Cameron],  saying  he  knew 
him  intimately  and  that  he  believed  Mr.  Cameron  would 
heed  and  give  due  consideration  to  any  representation 
coming  from  him.  Haying  full  confidence  In  the  gentle- 
man, I  intrusted  him  with  a  message  to  Mr.  Cameron, 
to  the  effect  that  if  he  would  save  for  the  Government 
the  arms,  etc.,  etc.,  at  the  armory,  troops  must  be  sent 
there  at  once  and  by  the  thousand.  I  further  charged 
this  gentleman  to  go  to  Washington  that  night,  and  not 
delayuntil  the  next  morning,  as  he  had  intended— all  of 
which  he  promised  to  do  and  none  of  which  he  did.  But 
of  his  f  ailiu'c  and  change  of  purpose  I  was  ignorant  until 
his  return  to  the  Ferry  Wednesday  evening,  when  I 
leai"ncd  that  fi-ar  of  the  consequences  of  his  mission, 
voluiitiuily  asHunicd,  had  made  liini  abandon  it.  Mon- 
day was  jtasscd  in  anxious  cxpi'ctatinn  ;  the  silence  of 
Tuesday  added  to  my  auxiety,  wliich  culiMinated  on  the 
following  morning,  when  Ex-Supeiintendcnt  Earboiu', 
fresh  fi'om  the  convention  at  Riclmmnd,  aiii)eared  upon 
the  s<'ene,  told  what  had  been  done,  and  announced  that 
within  twenty -foiu'  hours  the  forces  of  the  State  of  Yir- 
nia  would  be  iu  possession  of  the  armory. 

**  As  I  was  acting  entirely  on  my  own  judgment  and 
responsibility,  it  was  apparent  I  must  not  act  prema- 
turely, before  the  danger  w.as  self-evident  and  imminent. 
As  the  evening  advanced,  nearer  and  nearer  came  the 
troops  from  Halltown,  and  finally,  shortly  afterg  o'clock, 
when  they  had  advanced  to  wifliin  less  Hum  a  mile  of 
the  armory, —  in  time  less  than  live  minutes,— the  torch 
was  applietl,  and  before  I  could  withdraw  my  men  from 
the  village,  the  two  arsenal  buildings,  containing  about 
twenty  thousand  stand  of  rifles  and  rifle  muskets,  were 
ablaze.  But  very  few  of  these  arms  were  saved,  for  the 
constantly  recurring  explosions  of  powder  which  had 
been  distributed  through  the  biuldings  kept  the  crowd 
aloof.  The  fire  in  the  shops  was  extinguished,  but  the 
arms,  which  were  then  of  incalculable  value,  were  de- 
stroyed. The  spirit,  devotion,  and  loyalty  of  my  men,  ex- 
exeept  two  deserters,  were  admirable ;  four  of  them 
were  captured  at  their  posts,  but  they  all  eventually 
escaped, —  one  by  swimming  the  river, —  and  reported  to 
me  at  Carlisle.  I  have  heard  that  within  a  few  minutes 
after  my  command  had  crossed  the  Potomac  to  the  Mary- 
land side  of  the  river,  a  train  was  heard  starting  off  for 
Baltimore,  and  that  it  was  assumed  by  the  Virginia 
troops  and  their  officers  that  my  command  had  been 
taken  off  by  that  train,  and  that,  consequently,  pursuit 
was  useless." 

Lieutenant  .Jones's  action  was  warmly  approved 
by  the  President  in  a  congratulatory  letter  from 
Secretary  Cameron, 

Governor  Letcher  estimated  the  value  of  the 
property  sectrred  to  the  State  by  the  seizure  of 
the  Gosport  Navy  Yard  and  the  Harper's  Ferry 
Arsenal  at  $25,000,000  to  $30,000,000. 

Editoes. 
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BY  JACOB  D.  COX,  JIAJOR-GEXERAL.  I". 


THE  reasons  which  made  it  importaut  to  oceiii:)j'  West  Vii'giuia  ^\*ith 
Xatioual  troops  were  twofold — political  aud  strategic.  The  people  were 
strongly  attached  to  the  Union,  and  had  opposed  the  secession  of  Virginia, 
of  which  State  they  were  then  a  part.  But  few  slaves  were  owneil  by  them, 
and  all  their  interests  bound  them  more  to  Ohio  aud  Pennsylvania  than  to 
eastern  Virginia.  Under  the  influence  of  Lincoln's  administration,  strongly 
backed,  and,  indeed,  chiefly  represented,  by  Governor  Dennison  of  Ohio,  a 
movement  was  on  foot  to  organize  a  loyal  Vu'ginia  government,  repudiating 
that  of  Governor  Letcher  and  the  State  convention  as  self-desti-oyed  by  the 
act  of  secession.  Governor  Dennison  had  been  lu-ging  ^IcClellan  to  cross  the 
Ohio  to  protect  and  encoru-age  the  loyal  men  when,  on  the  2t)th  of  May,  news 
came  that  the  Confederates  had  taken  the  initiative,  and  that  some  bridges 
had  been  bui-ned  on  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad  a  little  west  of  Grafton, 
the  crossing  of  the  Monongahela  River,  where  the  two  western  branches  of  the 
raih'oad  unite,  \dz.,  the  line  from  Wheeling  and  that  from  Parkersburg.  [See 
map,  p.  129.]  The  great  line  of  communication  lietween  Washington  and  the 
west  had  thus  been  cut,  aud  action  on  our  part  was  made  necessary.  Governor 
Dennison  had  anticipated  the  need  of  more  troops  than  the  thirteen  regiments 
which  had  been  organized  as  Ohio's  quota  under  the  President's  first  call.  He 
had  oi'gauized  nine  other  regiments,  numbering  them  consecutively  with  those 
mustered  into  the  national  service,  and  had  put  them  in  camps  near  the  Ohio 
River,  where  they  could  oc(n;py  ^Alieeling,  Parkersburg,  and  the  mouth  of  the 
Great  KanaAvha  at  a  moment's  notice.  Two  Union  regiments  were  also 
organizing  in  West  Virginia  itself,  at  ^Miceling  and  Parkersburg,  of  which 
the  first  Avas  commanded  by  Colonel  (afterward  General)  B.  F.  Kelley. 
West  Virginia  was  in  ^IcClellan's  department,  and  the  formal  authority  to 
act  had  come  from  Washington  on  thi>  24th,  in  the  shape  of  an  inquiry  from 
General  Scott  Avhether  the  enemv's  force  at  Grafron  could  be  counteracted. 
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The  dispatch  dii-eeted  McClellau  to  "act  promptly."  On  the  27th  Colonel 
Kelley  was  sent  by  rail  from  Wheehng  to  diive  off  the  enemy  and  protect 
the  railroad.  The  hostile  parties  withdrew  at  Kelley's  approach,  and  the 
bridges  were  cjuickly  rebuilt.  At  the  same  time  several  of  the  Ohio  regi- 
ments were  ordered  across  the  river,  and  a  brigade  of  Indiana  volunteers 
under  Brigadier-General  Thomas  A.  Morris  was  sent  forward  hj  rail  from 
Indianapolis.  Morris  reached  Grafton  on  the  1st  of  June,  and  was  intrusted 
with  the  command  of  all  the  troops  in  West  Virginia.  He  found  that  Colonel 
KeUey  had  already  planned  an  expedition  against  the  enemy,  who  had  retired 
southward  to  Philippi,  about  thirty  miles  from  Grafton.  Morris  approved 
the  plan,  but  enlarged  it  liy  sending  another  column  under  Colonel  Ebenezer 
Dumont  of  the  7th  Indiana  to  cooperate  with  Kelley.  Both  columns  were 
directed  to  make  a  night  march,  starting  from  points  on  the  raih'oad  about 
twelve  mdes  apart,  and  converging  on  Philippi,  which  they  were  to  attack 
at  daybreak  of  June  3d.  Each  column  consisted  of  about  1500  men,  and 
Dumont's  had  with  it  2  field-pieces  of  artillery,  smooth  6-pounders. 

The  Confederate  force  was  commanded  by  Colonel  G.  A.  Porterfield,  of 
the  Virginia  volunteers,  and  was  something  less  than  a  thousand  strong, 
about  one-foui-th  cavalry.  J 

The  night  was  dark  and  stormy,  and  Porterfield's  raw  troops  had  not 
learned  picket  duty.  The  concerted  movement  against  them  was  more  suc- 
cessful than  such  marches  commonly  are,  and  Porterfield's  first  notice  of 

danger  was  the  opening  of  the  artillery 
upon  his  sleeping  troops.  It  had  been  ex- 
pected that  the  two  columns  would  inclose 
the  enemy's  camp  and  captm-e  the  whole ; 
but,  though  in  disorderly  rout,  Porterfield 
succeeded,  by  personal  coolness  and  cour- 
age, in  getting  them  off  with  but  few  casu- 
alties and  the  loss  of  a  few  arms.  The  camp 
equipage  and  supplies  were,  of  coui-se, 
captiu-ed.  Colonel  Kelley  was  wounded 
by  a  pistol-shot  in  the  breast,  which  was 
the  only  injmy  reported  on  the  National 
side  ;  no  prisoners  were  taken,  nor  did  any 
dead  or  wounded  fall  into  om*  hands.  Por- 
terfield retreated  to  Beverly,  some  thirty 
miles  farther  to  the  south-east,  and  the 
National  forces  occupied  Philippi.  The 
telegraphic  reports  had  put  the  Confed- 
erate force   at  2000  and  their  loss  at  15 


MAJOR-GESEEAL    LEW   WALLACE. 4- 
FROM   A   WAR-TIME    PHOTOGRAPH. 


\  A  Confederate  Court  of  Inquiry  reported  that 
he  had  "600  effective  infantry  (or  thereabouts) 
and  173  cavalry  (or  thereabouts)."  —  Official 
Records,  II.,  p.  72. 

4-  The  11th  Indiana  Zouaves,  Colonel  Lew  Wal- 
lace, passed  through  Cincinnati  June  7th  on  their 


way  to  the  front.  They  belonged  to  General  Mor- 
ris's First  Indiana  Brigade  (which  also  included  the 
6th,  7th,  Sth,  9th,  and  10th  Indiana  regiments), 
but  were  placed  on  detached  service  at  Cumber- 
land, on  the  Potomac.  Under  instructions  from 
General  Robert  Patterson,  Colonel  Wallace  led  an 
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killed.  This  implied  a  coiisideraljle  list  of  W(junded  and  prisoners  also,  and 
the  newspapers  gave  it  the  air  of  a  consideraVjle  vietoiy.  The  campaign 
thus  opened  with  apparent  eclat  for  McClellan,  and  the  "  Pliihppi  races,~  as 
they  were  locally  called,  gi'eatly  encoui'aged  the  Union  men  of  West  Virginia 
and  correspondingly  dep]"essed  the  secessionists. 

McClellan,  however,  was  still  of  the  opinion  that  his  most  pi'omising  line  of 
operations  would  be  by  the  Grreat  Kanawha  Valley,  and  he  retained  in  their 
camp  of  instruction  the  Ohio  regiments  which  were  mustered  into  the  service 
of  the  United  States,  sending  into  Virginia  only  those  known  as  the  State 
forces.  Another  reason  for  this  was  that  the  older  regiments  were  now  nearly 
at  the  end  of  their  three-months' .  enlistment,  and  were  trying  to  reoi'ganize 
under  the  President's  second  call,  which  required  enlistment  for  "  thi'ee  years 
or  the  war."  I  Nearly  a  month  elapsed,  when,  having  received  reports  that 
forces  of  the  enemy  were  gathering  at  Beverly,  McClellan  determined  to  pro- 
ceed in  person  to  that  region  with  his  best-prei^ared  troops,  postponing  his 
Kanawha  plan  till  north-western  Vu-ginia  should  be  cleared  of  hostile  forces. 

Reference  to  the  map  will  show  that  as  the  Potomac  route  was  usually  in 
the  hands  of  the  Northern  forces,  a  Confederate  occupation  of  West  Vu'ginia 
must  be  made  either  by  the  Staunton  and  Beverly  road,  or  liy  the  Kanawha 
route,  of  which  the  key-point  west  of  the  mountains  was  Gauley  Bridge. 

General  Lee  detei'mined  to  send  columns  upon  botli  these  hues  —  General 
Henry  A.  Wise  upon  the  Kanawha  route,  and  General  Roliert  S.  Garnett  to 
Beverly.  Upon  Porterfield's  retreat  to  Beverly  after  the  "Philippi  races," 
Garnett,  who  had  been  an  officer  in  the  United  States  army,  was  ordered  to 
Beverly  to  assmne  command  and  to  stimulate  the  recruiting  and  organization 
of  regiments  from  the  secession  element  of  the  population.  Some  Vu'ginia 
regiments,  raised  on  the  eastern  slope  of  the  mountains,  were  sent  with  him, 

expedition  against  a  force  of  about  five  hundred  into  a  positinn  that  soon  drove  tljo  enemy  from  the  lionso 

Confederates  at  Romney,  whicli  influenced  General  oi"!  i"*o  •■'  mountain  to  its  rear.    M.v  attention  was  then 

TTiTi       i        ■!,]••       ^                  I.    -a            •  turned  to  the  batterv  on  the  hilL    ...    I  pushed  tive 

J.  E.  Johnston  in  his  decision  to  evacuate  Harper  s  ,„^j,„„i,,,  i„  skirmishing  order,  and  at  doulde^nick 

Ferry  (see  note,  page  120).     In  his  report  of  the  time,  up  a  hill  to  the  right,  intending  to  g»>t  around  the 

Romney  engagement  Colonel  Wallace  says :  left  flank  of  the  enemy,  and  cut  off  their  rotreat.    .    .    . 

Between  their  position  and  that  of  iiiv  men  was  a  deep. 

"  I  left  Cumberland  at  10  o'clock  on  the  night  of  the  precipitous  gonre.  the  cro.ssiiig  of  which  occupied  alwut 

latli  .Tunc  with  8  cniipaiii.s.  m  all  about  500  men,  and  j^.^  ninnies.    When  the  opposite  ridge  w.as  cniiu-d  we 

by  railway  went  t,.  N.wCir.k  station,  21  miles  distant,  discovered  the  rebels    indiscrimiuatelv  blent,  with    a 


little  after  4  ii'ilork   1   >1:iitcd  my  men  across  the 


mass  of  Wfuncn  and  children,  fl.^nng  as  for  life  from  the 


mouutams,  23  miles  oil,  iMtcmUiig  to  reach  the  town  by  ^„^„     Having  no  horse,  pursuit  of  the  cannoneers  was 
6  o-clocif  m  the  morning.    The  road  was  very  fntigmng  iu,possiblc.     .    .    .    After  searching  the  town  for  arms, 
and  rough.    .     .    .    With  the  utmost  uulustry  I  did  not  c^mp  pq„ip,.ij;e.  etc..  I  returned  to  Cumberland  bv  the 
get  nc.ir  Komney  until  about  8  o'clock.     ...    I  after-  ^j,,,,^  ^„,„,   ...-aching  camp  at  11  o'clock  at  night."    " 
ward  li'ariicd  that  tlie.\-  hart  notice  of  my  eomiiig  full  an  „ 
hour  before  my  arrival.    In  approaching  the  iilace.  it  X.D1TORS. 
was  neeessarv  for  me  to  cross  a  bridge  over  the  }>outh  ,  t    •                                             ,          ,                i  •       ■ 
Branch  of  the  Potomac.    A  reconnaissance  satistied  me  i^'  '*  necessary  to  remember  that  at  this  time 
that  tliepassageof  thcbridgewouldbethechiefobstaclo  the  ^  irginia  State  Government  at  Richmond  was 
in  my  \va.\-.  although  I  could  distinctly  see  the  enein.v  trying  to  keep  up  an  appearance  of  independence. 
drawn  up  on  the  blutf,  which  is  the  town  site,  support-  a„^   t],.,t    Robert  E.  Lee  liad   been  made  m.sjor- 
inga  "i'ltev.vof  two  guns,  planted  so  as  to  sweep  the  ^^^       ^  ^^  Virginia  troops,  conducting  a  campaign 
road  completely.    I  directed  mv  advance  guard  to  cross  ^            .              ^'^      ,      j.    '     .          .,        "^        -     '      ^ 
the  bridge  on  the  run,  leap  down  an  embanlnnent  at  the  ostensibly  under  the  direction  of  Governor  Letcher, 
farther  entrance,  and  observe  the  windows  of  a  large  and  not  of  the  ronfederate  authorities.    A  simul- 
brick  house  not  farther  oft' than  scvent.v-flvc.vards.  Their  acrum    of   neutralitv  Wiis    still  preserved,    and   a 
app.-aiauec  was  the  signal  for  an  assauK     A  warm  tire  shadow   of    doubt   reganling   Virsinia's   ultimate 
opi'iied  liom  the  house,  wliii'h  the  ixiiard  rctiirncd,  with  ..,.     ,     ,      ,                /»     ^  •      i   i      ■' 
no  ..therl.issthaiitlie  wounding  oiasergeant.  The  tiring  "ttitude  had  some  effect  in  delaying  active  opera- 
continued  .■icvcral  minutes.     I  led  a  second  company  tions  along  the  Oliio  as  well  as  upon  the  Potomac. 
across  the  lu'idge,  and  by  followin.g  up  a  ravine  got  them  —  ,T,  I"),  C. 
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and  to  these  was  soon  added  the  1st  Greorgia.  On  the  1st  of  July  he  reported 
his  force  as  4500  men,  but  declared  that  his  efforts  to  recruit  had  proven  a 
complete  failm-e,  only  23  having  joined.  The  West  Virginians,  he  says,  "  are 
thoroughly  imbued  with  an  ignorant  and  bigoted  Union  sentiment."  Other 
reenforcements  were  promised  Garnett,  but  none  reached  him  except  the 
44th  Vii'ginia  regiment,  which  arrived  at  Beverly  the  very  day  of  the  action, 
but  which  did  not  take 
part  in  the  fighting. 

Tygart's  Valley,  in 
which  Beverly  lies,  is 
between  Cheat  Mountain 


on  the  east,  and 
Rich  Mountain  on 
the  west.  The 
river,  of  the  same 
name  as  the  val- 
ley, flows  north- 
ward about  fifteen  miles,  then  turns  westward,  breaking  through  the  ridge, 
passes  by  Philippi,  and  afterward  crosses  the  railroad  at  Grafton.  The 
Staunton  and  Parkersburg  Turnpike  divides  at  Beverly,  the  Parkersburg 
route  passing  over  a  saddle  in  Eieh  Mountain,  and  the  Wheeling  route 
following  the  river  to  Philippi.  The  ridge  north  of  the  river  at  the  gap  is 
known  as  Laurel  Mountain,  and  the  road  passes  over  a  spiu*  of  it.  Garnett 
regarded  the  two  positions  at  Rich  Mountain  and  Laurel  Mountain  as  the 
gates  to  all  the  region  beyond,  and  to  the  West.  A  rough  mountain  road, 
barely  passable,  connected  the  Lam-el  Mountain  position  with  Cheat  River 
on  the  east,  and  it  was  possible  to  go  by  this  way  northward  through  St. 
George  to  the  Northwestern  Turnpike,  tui-ning  the  mountain  ranges.  [See 
map,  p.  131.] 

Garnett  thought  the  pass  over  Rich  Mountain  much  the  stronger  and  more 
easily  held,  and  he  therefore  intrenched  there  about  1300  of  his  men  and 
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4  cannon,  under  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Pegi-am.  The  j)Osition 
chosen  was  on  a  spui-  of  the  mountain  near  its  westeni  base,  and  it  was 
rudely  fortified  with  breastworks  of  logs  covered  with  an  abattis  of  slashed 
timber  along  its  front.  The  remainder  of  his  force  he  placed  in  a  similar 
fortified  position  on  the  road  at  Laurel  Mountain,  where  he  also  had  foui' 
guns,  of  which  one  was  rifled.  Here 
he  commanded  in  person.  His  depot 
of  supplies  was  at  Beverly,  which  was 
16  miles  from  the  Laurel  Mountain 
position  and  5  from  that  at  Rich 
Mountain.  He  was  pretty  accurately 
informed  of  McClellan's  forces  and 
movements,  and  his  prei^arations  had 
barely  been  completed  by  the  9th  of 
July,  when  the  LI'nion  general  ap- 
peared in  his  fi'ont. 

McCleUan  entered  West  Vu-ginia  in 
person  on  the  22d  of  Jiine,  and  on  the 
2.3d  issued  from  Cirafton  a  proclama- 
tion to  the  inhabitants.  He  had  gi-ad- 
ually  collected  his  forces  along  the 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  raikoad,  which, 
at  the  time  of  the  aff  au-  at  Rich  Moun- 
tain, consisted  of  16  Ohio  regiments, 
9  from  Indiana  and  2  from  AVest  Virginia;  in  aU,  27  regiments  with  -t  liatteries 
of  artillery  of  6  guns  each,  2  troops  of  cavah-y,  and  an  independent  company 
of  riflemen.  Of  his  batteries,  one  was  of  the  regular  army,  and  another,  a 
company  of  regidars  (Company  I,  -Ith  U.  S.  Artillery),  was  with  him  awaiting 
mountain  howitzers,  which  arrived  a  little  later.  ]^  The  regiments  varied 
somewhat  in  strength,  Imt  all  wei'e  recently  organized,  and  must  have  aver- 
aged at  least  700  men  each,  making  the  whole  force  about  20,000.  Of  these, 
about  5000  were  guai-ding  the  raih-oad  and  its  bridges  for  some  200  miles, 
under  the  command  of  Brigadier-General  C.  AV.  HiU,  of  the  Ohio  3Iilitia ;  a 
strong  brigade  under  Brigadier-Oeneral  Morris,  of  Indiana,  was  at  Philippi,  and 
the  rest  were  in  three  brigades  forming  the  immediate  command  of  McCleUan, 
the  brigadiers  being  Greneral  AV.  S.  Rosecrans,  U.  S.  A.,  General  ^vewtou 
Schleich,  of  Ohio,  and  Colonel  Robert  L.  McCook,  of  Ohio.  On  the  date  of  his 
proclamation  j\IcClellan  intended,  as  he  informed  General  Scott,  to  move  his 
principal  column  to  Buekhannon  on  June  2r)th,  and  thence  at  once  upon 
Beverly ;  l)ut  delays  occuiTed,  and  it  was  not  till  Jiily  2d  that  he  reached 
Buekhannon,  which  is  24  miles  west  of  Beverly,  on  the  Parkersbm-g  branch 


BlilGADIER-GEXERAL    THOMAS    A. 
FROM    A    I'H^IIOGRAFH. 


^  As  pavt  of  tho  troops  were  State  troops  not 
mustered  into  the  United  States  service,  no  report 
of  them  is  found  in  the  War  Department :  but  the 
following  are  the  numbers  of  the  regiments  found 
uamed  as  present  in  the  eorrespondenee  and  re- 
ports,—viz.,  :!d,  4th,5tli,  (ith,  7th,  Sth.  0th,  10th, 
13tb,  14th,  15th,  loth,  ITtb,  ISth,  I'Jtb,  20tU, 


and  ■2-ld  Ohio:  tith,  Tth,  Sth,  0th,  lOth.  11th, 
loth,  1-lth,  l,"ith  Indiana,  and  1st  and  ild  Vir- 
ginia ;  also  Howe's  United  States  battery,  B.ar- 
nett's  Ohio  battery,  Loomis"s  Jfichigtiu  battery, 
and  Daum's  Vii-ginia  battery:  the  cavalry  were 
Burdsal's  Ohio  Dragoons  and  Barker's  lUiuois 
Cavalry,  —J .  D.  C. 
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of  the  tiu-npike.  Before  lea^dng  G-raftou  the  rumors  he  heard  had  made  him 
estimate  Grarnett's  force  at  6000  or  7000  men,  of  which  the  larger  part  were  at 
Lam'el  Mountain  in  front  of  General  Morris.  On  the  6th  of  July  he  moved 
McCook  with  two  regiments  to  Middle  Fork  Bridge,  about  half-way  to 
Beverly,  and  on  the  same  day  ordered  Morris  to  march  with  his  brigade 
from  Philippi  to  a  position  one  and  a  half  miles  in  front  of  Grarnett's  princi- 
pal camp,  which  was  promptly  done.  Three  days  later,  McCleUan  concen- 
trated the  thi-ee  brigades  of  his  own  column  at  Roaring  Creek,  about  two 
miles  from  Colonel  Pegi-am's  position  at  the  base  of  Rich  Mountain.  The 
advance  on  both  lines  had  been  made  with  only  a  sku'mishiug  resistance,  the 
Confederates  being  aware  of  McClellau's  great  superiority  in  numbers,  and 
choosing  to  await  his  attack  in  their  fortified  positions.  The  National  com- 
mander was  now  convinced  that  his  opponent  was  10,000  strong,  of  which 
about  2000  were  before  him  at  Rich  Mountain.  A  reconnoissance  made  on 
the  10th  showed  that  Pegram's  position  would  be  difficult  to  assail  in  front, 
but  preparations  were  made  to  attack  the  next  day,  while  Morris  was  directed 
to  hold  fu-mly  his  position  before  Garnett,  watching  for  the  effect  of  the 
attack  at  Rich  Mountain.  In  the  evening  Rosecrans  took  to  MeClellan  a 
young  man  named  Hart,  whose  father  Hved  on  the  top  of  the  mountain  two 
miles  in  rear  of  Pegram,  and  who  thought  he  could  guide  a  column  of 
infantry  to  his  father's  farm  by  a  circuit  around  PegTam's  left  flank  south  of  the 
turnpike.  The  paths  were  so  difficult  that  cannon  could  not  go  by  them,  but 
Rosecrans  offered  to  lead  a  column  of 
infantry  and  seize  the  road  at  the  Hart 
farm.  After  some  discussion  MeClellan 
adopted  the  suggestion,  and  it  was 
arranged  that  Rosecrans  shoidd  march 
at  daybreak  of  the  11th  with  about 
two  thousand  men,  including  a  troop 
of  horse,  and  that  upon  the  sound  of 
his  engagement  in  the  rear  of  Pegi'am, 
McCleUan  would  attack  in  force  in 
front.  By  a  blunder  in  one  of  the 
regimental  camps,  the  reveille  and 
assembly  were  sounded  at  midnight, 
and  Pegi'am  was  put  on  the  qui  vive. 
He,  however,  believed  that  the  attemjjt 
to  tiu'u  his  position  would  be  by  a  path 
or  country  road  passing  round  his 
right,  between  him  and  Garnett  (of 
which  the  latter  had  warned  him),  and 
his  attention  was  diverted  from  Rose- 
crans's  actual  route,  which  he  thought 
imf)racticable.  The  alert  which  had 
occurred  at  midnight  made  Rosecrans 
think  it  best  to  make  a  longer  circuit 


^^,BeT.  Pil> 


A  Garnetts  Fosjtion 

^^ifcTT-"  ¥\        COMBAT     AT 

iMor-rllr"  ■■     hi     RICH  MOUNTAIN 

F Itosecrans'Zine of3rczrcTi  y  sca^l£_of  mi_les^ 
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than  he  at  first  intended,  and  it  took  ten  hours  of   severe  marching  and 

mountain  climbing  to  reach  the  Hart  fai-m.     The  turning  movement  was 

made,  but  he  found  an  enemy  opposing  him.     Pegram  had  detached  about 

350  men  from  the  1300  which  he  had,  and  had  ordered  them  to  guard  the 

road  at  the  mountain  summit.     He  sent  with  them  a  single  cannon  from  the 

four   which    constituted   his   only   Ijattery, 

and  they  threw  together   a   breastwork  of 

logs.      The   tm'njiike   at   Hart's   nins  in    a 

depression   of  the   summit,   and  as   Rose- 

crans,  early  in  the  afternoon,  came  out  upon 

the  road,  he  was  warmly  received  by  lx)th 

musketry  and  cannon.     The   ground  was 

rough,  the  men  were  for  the  first  time  under 

fli'e,   and  the    skirmishing    combat  varied 

through  two  or  thi'ee  hours,  when  a  charge 

by  part  of  Rosecraus's  line,  aided  by  a  few 

hea\-y'  volleys  from  another  portion  of  his 

forces  which  had  secm'ed  a  good  position, 

Ijroke  the   enemy's  line.      Reenforcements 

from    PegTam   were   nearly  at   hand,  with 

another  cannon,  but  they  did  not  come  into 

action,  and  the  runaway  team  of  the  caisson 

on  the  hill-top,  dashing  into  the  gun  that    bkigadier-o.exeral  johx  pegram.  c.  s.  a. 

,     .,       ,  ,,  (KILLED   AT   HATCHER'S  RCS.    NEAR    PETER.— 

was  coming  up,  capsized  it  down  the  moun-  bcrg,  febri  ahy  c.  iscsi.  from  a 

tain-side   where    the   descending  road  was  PHOTOGii.u-u. 

scarped  diagonally  along  it.  Both  guns  fell  into  Rosecraus's  hands,  and  he 
was  in  possession  of  the  field.  The  march  and  the  assault  had  been  made 
in  rain  and  storm.  Nothing  was  heard  from  McClellaii,  and  tlie  enemy,  rally- 
ing on  their  reenforcements,  made  such  show  of  resistance  on  the  civst  a 
little  farther  on,  that  Rosecrans  dii'ected  his  men  to  rest  ui)ou  then*  arms 
till  next  morning.  Wlien  day  broke  on  the  l'2th,  the  enemy  had  disappeared 
from  the  mountain-top,  and  Rosecrans,  feeling  his  way  down  to  the  rear  of 
Pegram's  position,  found  it  also  abandoned,  the  two  remaining  cannon  being 
spiked,  and  a  few  sick  and  wounded  lieing  left  in  charge  of  a  siu'geou.  Still 
nothing  was  seen  of  ]\IcClellan,  and  Rosecrans  sent  word  to  him,  in  his  cam]i 
beyond  Roaring  Creek,  that  he  was  in  possession  of  the  imemy's  position. 
Rosecraus's  loss  had  been  1*2  killed  and  49  wounded.  The  Confederates  left 
20  wounded  on  the  field,  and  03  were  surrendered  at  the  lower  camp. 
iueluding  the  sick.     No  trustworthy  report  of  their  dead  was  made. 

The  noise  of  tlie  engagement  had  lieen  heard  in  MoClellan's  camp,  and  he 
formed  his  troops  for  attack,  but  the  long  continuance  of  the  cannonade  and 
some  signs  of  exultation  in  Pegi'am's  camp  seem  to  have  made  him  think 
Rosecrans  had  been  repulsed.  The  failure  to  attack  in  accordance  with  the 
plan  has  never  been  explained.  Rosecraus's  messengers  had  faiUnl  to  reach 
McClellan  during  tlie  11th,  but  the  sound  of  the  battle  was  sufficient  notice 
that  he  had  gained  tlie  summit  and  was  engaged;  and  he  was,  in  fact,  left  to 
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wiu  his  own  battle  or  to  get  out  of  liis  embarrassment  as  lie  could.  Toward 
evening  McCleUan  began  to  cut  a  road  for  artiUery  to  a  neighboring  height, 
from  which  he  hoped  his  twelve  guns  would  make  Pegram's  position  unten- 
able ;  but  his  lines  were  withdrawn  again  beyond  Eoaring  Creek  at  nightfall, 
and  ftu'ther  action  was  postponed  to  the  next  day. 

About  half  of  Pegi'am's  men  had  succeeded  in  passing  around  Eosecrans's 
jight  flank  dm-ing  the  night  and  had  gained  Beverly.  These,  with  the  newly 
arrived  Confederate  regiment,  fled  southward  on  the  Staunton  road.  G-aruett 
had  learned  in  the  evening  by  messenger  from  Beverly  that  Rich  Mountain 
summit  was  carried,  and  evacuated  his  camp  in  front  of  Morris  about  mid- 
iiight.  He  first  marched  toward  Beverly,  and  was  within  five  miles  of  that 
place  when  he  received  information  (false  at  the  time)  that  the  National 
forces  akeady  occupied  it.  He  then  retraced  his  steps  nearly  to  his  camp, 
and,  leaving  the  turnpike  at  Leads^dUe,  he  turned  off  upon  a  country  road  over 
Cheat  Mountain  into  Cheat  River  Valley,  following  the  stream  northward 
toward  St.  George  and  West  Union,  in  the  forlorn  hope  of  turning  the  moun- 
tains at  the  north  end  of  the  ridges  and  regaining  his  communications  by  a 
very  long  detour.  He  might  have  continued  southward  through  Beverly 
almost  at  leisui'e,  for  McCleUan  did  not  enter  the  town  till  past  noon  on  the  12th. 

Morris  learned  of  Garnett's  retreat  at  dawn,  and  started  in  pm-suit  as  soon 
as  rations  could  be  issued.  He  marched  first  to  Leads\'ille,  where  he  halted 
to  communicate  with  McCleUan  at  Beverly  and  get  fm-ther  orders.  These 
reached  him  in  the  night,  and  at  daybreak  of  the  13th  he  resximed  the  pur- 
suit. His  advance-guard  of  three  regiments,  accompanied  by  Captain  H.  W. 
Benham  of  the  Engineers,  overtook  the  rear  of  the  Confederate  column  about 
noon  and  continued  a  skirmishing  pui-suit  for  some  two  houi-s.  Garnett  him- 
self handled  his  rear-guard  with  skill,  and  at  Carrick's  Ford  a  lively 
encounter  was  had.  A  mUe  or  two  farther,  at  another  ford  and  when  the 
skirmishing  was  very  sUght,  he  was  killed  whUe  withdi'awing  his  skirmishers 
from  behind  a  pUe  of  di'iftwood  which  he  had  used  as  a  barricade.  One  of 
his  cannon  had  become  staUed  in  the  ford,  and,  with  about  forty  wagons, 
feU  into  Morris's  hands.  The  direct  pursuit  was  here  discontinued,  but 
McCleUan  had  sent  a  disf)atch  to  General  HiU  at  Grafton,  to  collect  the  gar- 
risons along  the  railway  and  block  the  way  of  the  Confederates  where  they 
must  pass  around  the  northern  spru's  of  the  mountains. 

His  military  telegi'aph  terminated  at  the  Roaring  Creek  camp,  and  the  dis- 
patch wi'itten  in  the  evening  of  the  12th  was  not  forwarded  to  HUl  tiU  near 
noon  of  the  loth.  This  officer  immediately  ordered  the  coUection  of  the 
greater  part  of  his  detachments  at  Oakland  and  called  upon  the  railway 
officials  for  special  trains  to  hiu-ry  them  to  the  rendezvous.  About  one 
thousand  men  under  Colonel  James  Irvine  of  the  16th  Ohio  were  at  West 
Union  where  the  St.  George  road  reaches  the  Northwestern  Tiu'npike, 
and  HUl's  information  was  that  a  detachment  of  these  held  Red  House,  a 
crossing  several  miles  in  advance  by  which  the  retreating  enemy  might  go. 
Irvine  was  directed  to  hold  his  positions  at  all  hazards  till  he  could  be  reen- 
f  orced.    Hill  himself  hastened  with  the  first  train  from  Grafton  to  Oakland  with 
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about  500  men  aud  3  caunou,  reached  liis  destination  at  nij^litfall,  and  hunied 
his  detachment  forward  by  a  night  march  to  Ii-vine,  10  or  VI  miles  over  rough 
roads.  It  tui-ned  out  that  Ii'vine  did  not  occupy  Red  HoiLse,  and  the  preva- 
lent belief  that  the  enemy  was  about  eight  thousand  in  nimiber,  with  the 
uncertainty  of  the  road  he  would  take,  made  it  proper  to  keep  the  little  force 
concentrated  till  reeuforcements  should  come.  The 
first  of  these  reached  Irvine  about  6  o'clock  on 
the  morning  of  the  lith,  raising  his  command  to 
1500,  but  a  few  moments  after  their  arrival  he 
learned  that  the  enemy  had  passed  Red  House 
soon  after  daylight.  He  gave  chase,  but  did  not 
overtake  them. 

Meanwhile,  Greueral  Hill  had  spent  the  night 
in  trying  to  hasten  forward  the  railway  trains, 
but  none  were  able  to  reach  Oakland  till  morn- 
ing, and  Garnett's  forces  had  now  more  than 
twenty  miles  the  start,  aud  were  on  faii-ly  good 
roads,  moving  southward  on  the  eastern  side  of 

'  a  BEIG.iDIER-GESERAL    BOBEKT    SELDES 

the  mountains.    McClellan  still  telegi-anhed  that      gabxett.  c.  s.  a.  (killed  .iuly  is. 

-rT-ni    1         1     .1  i  -J.  i-  ^■t    4.-  X  1««1'-     FROM  A  PHOTOGRAPH. 

Hill  hafl  the  one  opportmiity  ot  a  liietime  to  cap- 

tiu'e  the  fleeing  army,  aud  that  officer  hastened  in  pm'suit,  though  improvided 
with  wagons  or  extra  rations.  When,  however,  the  Union  commander  learned 
that  the  enemy  had  fauly  tui-ned  the  mountains,  he  ordered  the  pm-suit 
stopped.  Hill  had  used  both  intelligence  and  energy  in  his  attempt  to  con- 
centrate his  troops,  but  it  proved  simply  impossible  for  the  railroad  to  cany 
them  to  Oakland  before  the  enemy  had  passed  the  turning-point,  twenty 
miles  to  the  southward. 

Dm'ing  the  ll2th  Pegram's  situation  and  movements  were  unknown.  He 
had  intended,  when  he  CA'acuated  his  camp,  to  follow  the  line  of  retreat  taken 
by  the  detachment  already  near  the  moimtain-top,  but,  in  the  darkness  of  the 
night  and  in  the  tangled  woods  and  thickets  of  the  mountain-side,  his  column 
got  divided,  and,  with  the  rear  portion  of  it,  he  wandered  all  day  on  the  l'2th, 
seeking  to  make  his  way  to  G-arnett.  He  halted  at  evening  at  the  Tygart 
Valley  River,  six  miles  north  of  Beverly,  aud  learned  from  some  coivutiy 
people  of  Garnett's  retreat.  It  was  still  possilile  to  reach  the  mountains  east 
of  the  valley,  liut  beyond  was  a  huudi'ed  miles  of  wilderness  and  half  a  dozen 
mountain  ridges  on  which  little,  if  any,  food  could  lie  found  for  his  men.  He 
called  a  council  of  war,  and,  liy  advice  of  his  officers,  sent  to  McClellan,  at 
Beverly,  an  offer  of  siu-render.  This  was  I'eceived  on  the  loth,  and  Pegi-am 
brouglit  in  30  officers  and  525  men.  ^McClellan  then  moved  southward  liim- 
self,  following  the  Staunton  road,  by  which  the  remnant  of  Pegram's  little 
force  had  escaped,  and  on  the  l-lth  occupied  Huttons\ille.  Two  regiments 
of  Confederate  troops  were  hastening  from  Stamiton  to  reenforoe  Garuett, 
These  were  halted  at  Monterey,  east  of  the  principal  ridge  of  the  Alleghanies, 
and  upon  them  \\\o  retreating  forces  rallied.  Brigadier-General  H.  R.  Jackson 
was  assigned  to  conunaud  in  Garnett's  place,  and  both  Governor  Letcher  aud 
General  Lee  made  strenuous  I'ffoi'ts  to  increase  this  armv  to  a  forci^  sufficient 
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to  resume  aggressive  operations.  On  McClellau's  part  nothing  further  was 
attemi3ted,  till,  on  the  22d,  he  was  summoned  to  Washington  to  assmne  com- 
mand of  the  army  which  had  retreated  to  the  capital  after  the  panic  of  the 
fii'st  Bull  Run  battle. 

The  affair  at  Rich  Mountain  and  the  subsequent  movements  were  among 
the  minor  events  of  a  gi'eat  war,  and  would  not  warrant  a  detailed  descrip- 
tion, were  it  not  for  the  momentous  effect  they  had  upon  the  conduct  of  the 
war,  by  being  the  occasion  of  McClellau's  promotion  to  the  command  of  the 
Potomac  army.  The  narrative  which  has  been  given  contains  the  "  unvar- 
nished tale,"  as  nearly  as  official  records  of  both  sides  can  give  it,  and  it  is  a 
cm-ious  task  to  compare  it  with  the  picture  of  the  campaign  and  its  results 
which  was  then  given  to  the  world  in  the  series  of  proclamations  and  dis- 
patches of  the  young  general,  beginning  with  his  first  occupation  of  the 
country  and  ending  with  his  congratulations  to  his  troops,  in  which  he 
announced  that  they  had  "  annihilated  two  armies,  commanded  by  educated 
and  experienced  soldiers,  intrenched  in  mountain  fastnesses  fortified  at  theu* 
leism-e."  The  country  was  eager  for  good  news,  and  took  it  as  literally  true. 
McClellan  was  the  hero  of  the  moment,  and  when,  but  a  week  later,  his  suc- 
cess was  followed  by  the  disaster  to  McDowell  at  Bull  Run,  he  seemed  pointed 
out  by  Providence  as  the  ideal  chieftain,  who  could  repau-  the  misfortune  and 
lead  our  armies  to  certain  victory.  His  personal  intercoru-se  with  those  about 
him  was  so  kindly,  and  his  bearing  so  modest,  that  his  dispatches,  proclama- 
tions, and  corresi^ondence  are  a  psychological  study,  more  puzzling  to  those 
who  knew  him  well  than  to  strangers.  Their  turgid  rhetoric  and  exaggerated 
pretense  did  not  seem  natural  to  him.  In  them  he  seemed  to  be  composing  for 
stage  effect,  something  to  be  spoken  in  character  by  a  quite  different  person 
from  the  sensible  and  genial  man  we  knew  in  daily  life  and  conversation.  The 
career  of  the  great  Napoleon  had  been  the  study  and  the  absorbing  admira- 
tion of  young  American  soldiers,  and  it  was,  perhaps,  not  strange  that  when 
real  war  came  they  should  copy  his  bulletins  and  even  his  personal  bearing. 
It  was,  for  the  moment,  the  bent  of  the  people  to  be  pleased  with  McCleUan's 
rendering  of  the  role;  they  dubbed  him  the  young  Napoleon,  and  the 
photogTaphers  got  him  to  stand  with  folded  arms,  in  the  historic  pose.  For 
two  or  three  weeks  his  dispatches  and  letters  were  aU  on  fire  with  enthusiastic 
energy.  He  appeared  to  be  in  a  morbid  condition  of  mental  exaltation. 
When  he  came  out  of  it,  he  was  as  genial  as  ever,  as  can  be  seen  by  the  con- 
trast between  his  official  communications  and  that  private  letter  to  Gi-eneral 
Burnside,  written  just  after  the  evacuation  of  Yorktown,  which,  oddly  enough, 
has  found  its  way  into  the  official  records  of  the  war.\     The  assumed  dash 

\  Letter  of  May  21st,  1862.  "  My  Dear  Burn  :  arms,  and  rely  far  more  ou  his  goodness  than  I  do 
Your  dispatch  and  kind  letter  received.  I  have  on  my  own  poor  intellect.  I  sometimes  think  now 
instructed  Seth  [Williams]  to  reply  to  the  official  that  I  can  almost  realize  that  Mahomet  was  sin- 
letter,  and  now  acknowledge  the  kind  private  cere.  When  I  see  the  hand  of  God  guarding  one 
note.  It  always  does  me  good,  in  the  midst  of  so  weak  as  myself,  I  can  almost  think  myself  a 
my  cares  and  perplexities,  to  see  your  wretched  chosen  instrument  to  carry  out  his  schemes, 
old  scrawling.  I  have  terrible  troubles  to  contend  Would  that  a  better  man  had  been  selected, 
with,  but  have  met  them  with  a  good  heart,  like  .  .  .  Good-bye,  and  God  bless  you,  Burn, 
your  good  old  self,  and  have  thus  far  struggled  With  the  sincere  hope  that  we  may  soon  shake 
through  successfully.  .  .  .  The  crisis  cannot  hands,  I  am  as  ever, 
long  be  defeiTed.    I  pray  for  God's  blessing  on  our  Your  sincere  friend,  McClellan." — J.  D.  C. 
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and  energy  of  liis  first  cam23aigu  made  the  disappointment  and  the  reaction 
more  painful,  when  the  excessive  caution  of  his  conduct  in  command  of  the 
Ai-my  of  the  Potomac  was  seen.  But  the  Rich  Mountain  affair,  when 
analyzed,  shows  the  same  characteristics  which  became  well  known  later. 
There  was  the  same  overestimate  of  the  enemy,  the  same  tendency  to  inter- 
pret unfavorably  the  sights  and  sounds  in  front,  the  same  hesitancy  to  throw 
m  his  whole  force  when  he  knew  that  his  subordinate  was  engaged.  If 
Garnett  had  been  as  strong  as  McCleUan  believed  him,  he  had  abundant  time 
and  means  to  overwhelm  Morris,  who  lay  foiu-  days  in  easy  striking  distance, 
while  the  National  commander  delayed  attacking  Pegram ;  and  had  Morris 
been  beaten,  Garnett  would  have  been  as  near  Clarksburg  as  his  opponent, 
and  there  would  have  been  a  race  for  the  railroad.  But,  happily,  Garnett 
was  less  strong  and  less  enterprising  than  he  was  credited  with  being. 
Pegram  was  dislodged,  and  the  Confederates  made  a  precipitate  retreat. 

THE    KANAWHA    VALLEY. 

When  MeClellan  reached  Buckhannon,  on  the  2d  of  July,  the  rumors  he 
heard  of  Garnett's  strength,  and  the  news  of  the  presence  of  General  Wise 
with  a  considerable  force  in  the  Great  Kanawha  Valley,  made  him  conclude 
to  order  a  brigade  to  that  region  for  the  purpose  of  holding  the  lower  part 
of  the  valley  defensively  till  he  might  try  to  cut  off  Wise's  army  after  Gar- 
nett should  be  disposed  of.  This  duty  was  assigned  to  me.  The  brigade 
which  I  had  organized  had  all  been  taken  for  his  own  camj)aign,  except  the 
11th  Ohio  (only  five  companies  present),  but  the  12th  Ohio,  which  was  still 
at  Camp  Dennison,  was  ordered  to  report  to  me,  and  these  two  regiments 
were  to  be  sent  by  rail  to  GaUipohs  as  soon  as  the  railways  could  furnish 
transportation.  At  Gallipolis  we  should  find  the  21st  Ohio  militia,  and  the 
1st  and  2d  Kentucky  volmiteers  were  also  to  Join  me  there,  coming  by  steam- 
boat from  Cincinnati.  The  two  Kentucky  regiments  had  been  organized  in 
Cincinnati,  and  were  made  up  chiefly  of  steamboat  crews  and  "longshore- 
men "  tin-own  out  of  employment  by  the  stoppage  of  commerce  on  the  river. 
There  were  in  them  some  companies  of  other  material,  but  these  gave  the 
distinctive  character  to  the  regiments  as  a  whole.  The  colonels  and  part  of 
the  field-officers  were  Kentuckians,  but  the  organizations  were  Ohio  regi- 
ments in  nearly  everything  but  the  name.  The  men  were  mostly  of  a  rough 
and  reckless  class,  and  gave  a  good  deal  of  trouble  by  insubordination ;  but 
they  did  not  lack  courage,  and,  after  they  had  been  under  discipline  for  a 
while,  became  good  fighting  regiments. 

The  troops  moved  the  moment  transportation  could  be  furnished,  and 
those  going  by  rail  were  at  Gallipolis  and  Point  Pleasant  (the  mouth  of  the 
Great  Kanawha)  on  the  10th.  My  only  artillery  was  a  section  of  2  bronze 
rifles,  altered  from  smooth  G-j^ounders,  and  my  only  cavahy  some  30 
raw  recruits,  useful  only  as  messengers.  Meanwhile,  my  orders  had  been 
changed,  and  in  accordance  with  them  I  directed  the  2d  Kentucky  to  land 
at   Guyandotte,   on   the   Ohio,   about    70   miles   below   the    Kanawha,    the 
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1st  Kentucky  to  proceed  to  Ripley,  landing  at  Ravenswood,  about  50  miles 
above,  while  with,  two  and  a  half  regiments  I  myself  should  move  up  the 
Kanawha  Valley.  The  two  detachments  would  join  me  after  a  time  by 
lateral  roads.  My  total  force,  when  assembled,  would  be  a  httle  over  three 
thousand  men,  the  regiments  ha^dng  the  same  average  strength  as  those  with 
McClellan.  The  opposing  force  under 
Greneral  Wise  was  foui"  thousand  by  the 
time  the  campaign  was  fully  opened, 
though  somewhat  less  at  the  begin- 
ning, illr 

The  Kanawha  River  was  navigable 
for  small  steamboats  about  70  miles,  to 
a  point  10  or  12  miles  above  Charleston, 
the  only  important  to'mi  of  the  region 
and  lying  at  the  confluence  of  the  Kan- 
awha and  Elk  rivers.  Steamboats  were 
plenty,  owing  to  the  interruption  of 
trade,  and  wagons  were  wholly  lacking, 
so  that  my  column  was  accompanied 
and  partly  carried  by  a  fleet  of  stern- 
wheel  steamers. 

On  the  11th  of  July  the  movement 
from  Point  Pleasant  began.  An  advance- 
guard  was  sent  out  on  each  side  of  the 
river,  marching  upon  the  roads  which  were  near  its  banks.  The  few  horse- 
men were  divided  and  sent  with  them  as  messengers,  and  the  boats  followed, 
steaming  slowly  along  in  rear  of  the  marching  men.  Most  of  two  regiments 
were  carried  on  the  steamers,  to  save  fatigue  to  the  men,  who  were  as  yet 
unused  to  theu"  work,  and  many  of  whom  were  footsore  from  their  first  long 
march  of  25  miles  to  Gallipolis,  from  the  station  where  they  left  the  railway. 
The  arrangement  was  also  a  good  one  in  a  military  point  of  view,  for  if  an 
enemy  were  met  on  either  bank  of  the  stream,  the  boats  could  land  in  a 
moment  and  the  troops  disembai'k  without  delay. 

Our  first  day's  sail  was  thii-teen  miles  up  the  river,  and  it  was  the  very 
romance  of  campaigning.  I  took  my  station  on  top  of  the  pilot-house  of  the 
leading  boat,  so  that  I  might  see  over  the  banks  of  the  stream  and  across 
the  bottom-lands  which  boimded  the  valley.  The  afternoon  was  a  lovely 
one.  Summer  clouds  lazily  drifted  across  the  sky,  the  boats  were  divssed 
in  their  colors,  and  swarmed  with  men  as  a  hive  with  bees.  The  bands  played 
national  tunes,  and  as  Ave  passed  the  houses  of  Union  citizens,  the  inmates 
would  wave  their  handkerchiefs  to  us  and  were  answered  liy  cheers  from  the 
troops.  The  scenery  was  picturesqixe,  the  gently  winding  river  jnakiug 
beautiful  reaches  that  opened  new  scenes  upon  us  at  every  turn.     On  either 

■^  Wise  repoi'tod  his  t'oico  mi  1  7t1i  July  as  on  tho  IStli.  When  he  abaiuloiied  the  valley 
3500  " effective "  lui'ii  ;uiil  10  cannon,  ;iiul  says  Ion  days  later  \\c  reported  his  force  -iOOO  in 
he   received    "perhaps   300"   in  reenforcements     rovnid  nnmber.;. — .T.D.I'. 
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side  the  advance-guard  coiild  be  seen  in  the  distance,  the  main  body  in  the 
road,  with  skirmishers  exploring  the  way  in  front  and  flankers  on  the  sides. 
Now  and  then  a  horseman  woidd  bring  some  message  to  the  shore  from  the 
front,  and  a  smaU  boat  would  be  sent  to  receive  it,  giving  us  the  rumors  with 
which  the  coimtry  was  rife,  and  which  gave  just  enough  of  excitement  and  of 
the  spice  of  possible  danger  to  make  this  our  first  day  in  the  enemy's  country 
key  everybody  to  a  pitch  that  doubled  the  ■\avidness  of  every  sensation.  The 
landscape  seemed  more  beautiful,  the  sunshine  more  bright,  and  the  exhilara- 
tion of  outdoor  hfe  more  joyous  than  any  we  had  ever  before  known. 

Our  first  night's  camp  was  in  a  pictui"esque  spot  in  keeping  with  the  beauties 
of  the  day's  progress,  and  was  enlivened  by  a  report  that  the  enemy  was 
advancing  to  attack  us  in  force.  It  was  only  a  rumor,  based  upon  the  actual 
approach  of  a  recounoitering  party  of  cavahy,  and  the  camp  was  not  allowed 
to  be  distxu'bed  except  to  send  a  small  reconnoissance  forward  on  oiir  own  part. 
Two  more  days'  advance,  in  the  face  of  a  slight  skirmishing  resistance,  brought 
us  to  the  Pocotalico,  a  stream  entering  the  Kanawha  from  the  north. 

Wise  had  placed  his  principal  camp  at  Tyler  Mountain,  a  bold  spiu"  which 
reaches  the  river  on  the  northern  side  (on  which  is  also  the  tui'npike  road) 
about  12  miles  above  my  position,  while  he  occupied  the  south  side  with 
a  detachment  above  Scary  Creek  some  3  miles  from  us.  The  hills  closing  in 
nearer  to  the  river  make  it  easy  to  stop  steamboat  navigation  with  a  small 
force,  and  it  became  necessary  to  halt  a  little  and  await  the  arrival  of  the 
wagons  which  had  not  yet  been  sent  me,  and  of  the  2d  Kentucky  regiment, 
which  was  marching  to  me  from  Barboui'sville,  where  one  wing  of  it,  com- 
manded by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Neff,  had  a  brilliant  httle  affair  with  a  body  of 
Confederate  recruits  occupying  the  place.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  17th,  the 
Kentuckians  having  arrived,  and  a  reconnoissance  having  been  made  of  the 
Scary  Creek  position,  which  was  found  to  be  held  by  about  500  of  the  enemy 
with  1  or  2  cannon.  Colonel  John  "W.  Lowe  of  the  12th  Ohio  was  ferried  over 
the  river  with  his  own  regiment  and  2  companies  of  the  21st  Ohio  with  our 
2  cannon,  and  directed  to  occupy  the  attention  of  the  enemy  in  front  at  the 
creek,  which  was  unfordable  at  its  mouth,  while  he  tried  to  tiu-n  the  position 
with  part  of  his  command.  The  enemy  at  first  retreated,  lea"\dng  one  cannon 
disabled,  but,  being  reenforced,  they  rallied,  and,  no  good  crossing  of  the  creek 
being  found,  Lowe  was  foiled  in  his  effort  to  dislodge  them  after  a  sharjj 
engagement  across  the  stream. 

The  wagons  reached  us  a  few  at  a  time,  but  by  the  24th  I  was  able  to  move 
from  our  strong  position  behind  Pocotalico,  and,  taking  circuitous  country 
roads  among  the  hills,  to  come  ujjon  the  rear  of  Wise's  camp  at  Tyler  Mountain. 
The  march  was  a  long  and  difficult  one,  but  was  successful.  As  soon  as  his 
outposts  were  driven  in,  the  enemy  decamped  in  a  panic,  leaving  his  camp- 
kettles  and  supper  over  the  fires.  We  had  also  cut  off  a  steamboat  with 
troops  which  was  just  below  us  as  we  came  to  the  bluff,  and  which,  under  the 
fire  of  oiu"  cannon,  was  run  ashore  and  biu-ned,  while  the  detachments  on  the 
other  side  of  the  river  hastened  by  coiintry  roads  to  rejoin  Wise  at  Charleston. 
It  was   now  nightfall,  and  we  bivouacked  upon  the  mountain-side.     Wise 
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abandouecl  Charleston  in  the  niglit  and  ]••■- 
treated  toward  Gaiiley  Bridge.  On  the  25tli 
I  occupied  Charleston  without  resistance,  and 
moved  on,  ordering  the  1st  Kentucky  up  from 
Ripley  to  ganison  the  place  and  establish  my 
depot  there. 

At  every  mile  above  Charleston  the  sceneiy 
grows  wilder,  the  mountains  crowding  in 
upon  the  river,  often  with  high,  Ijeetling  cliff- 
overhanging  it,  and  offering  numerous  posi- 
tions where  a  small  detachment  might  holi  1 
an  army  in  check.  Wise,  however,  made  m  i 
resistance  worth  naming,  except  to  fell  timljer 
into  the  road,  and  he  passed  the  Claidey,  burn- 
ing the  important  bridge  there  and  continu- 
ing his  hasty  retreat  to  the  White  Sulphur 
Springs,  hurried,  no  doubt,  by  the  fear  that 
McClellan  might  intercept  him  by  way  of 
Himtersville  and  Lewisbiu'g.  McClellan  had 
recognized  the  fact  that  he  was  asking  me  to 
face  the  enemy  with  no  odds  in  my  favor,  and  as  soon  as  he  heard  that 
Wise  was  disposed  to  make  a  stand,  he  had  directed  me  not  to  lisk  attacking 
him  in  front,  but  rather  to  await  the  result  of  his  own  movement  toward 
the  Upper  Kanawha.  Rosecrans  did  the  same  when  he  assumed  com- 
mand; but  I  knew  the  hope  had  been  that  I  could  reach  Gauley  Bridge, 
and  I  felt  warranted,  as  soon  as  wagons  reached  me,  in  attempting  the  turning 
movement  which  seems  to  have  thrown  Wise  into  a  panic  from  which  he 
did  not  recover  till  he  got  out  of  the  valley.  Rosecrans  ordered  me  to 
remain  on  the  defensive  at  Charleston,  1  ait  his  dispatches  did  not  reach  me, 
fortunately,  till  I  was  close  to  Gauley  Bridge,  some  forty  miles  above  Charles- 
ton, and  was  quite  siu-e  of  my  ability  to  take  possession  of  that  defile,  as  I  did 
on  the  29th  of  July.  Another  reason  for  haste  was  that  the  time  of  enlist- 
ment of  the  21st  Ohio  had  expired,  and  I  was  ordered  by  the  governor  to  send 
it  back  to  Ohio  for  reorgainzation,  which  woidd  make  a  reduction  of  one- 
fourth  of  my  niunbers. 

At  my  first  night's  encampment  above  Charleston,  in  a  lovely  nook 
between  spurs  of  the  hills,  I  was  treated  to  a  little  siu'prise  on  the  pai't  of 
three  of  my  subordinates  which  was  an  unexpected  eidargement  of  my  mil- 
itary experience,  and  which  is  worth  preserving  to  show  somi'  of  the  »'ou- 
ditions  attending  the  beginning  of  a  war  with  undisciiilined  troops.  The 
camp  was  nicely  organized  for  the  night  and  supper  was  ovtM\  wIumi  I  was 
waited  upon  at  my  tent  by  these  gentlemen.  Their  spokesman  informed  me 
that  after  consultation  they  had  concluded  that  it  was  foolhardy  to  follow 
the  Confederates  into  the  gorge  we  were  traveling,  and,  unless  I  could  show 
them  satisfactory  reasons  for  changing  their  opinion,  they  woultl  not  lead 
their  commands  fai'tlu'r  into  it.     I  dryly  asked  if  he  was  quite  smv  he  under- 
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stood  the  uatvu'e  of  liis  communication.  There  was  probably  something  in 
the  tone  of  my  question  which  was  not  altogether  exjjected,  and  his  comj^an- 
ions  began  to  look  a  little  uneasy.  He  then  protested  that  they  meant  no 
disrespect,  but,  as  their  military  experience  was  about  as  extensive  as  my  own, 
they  thought  I  ought  to  make  no  movement  but  on  consultation  with  them 
and  by  their-  consent.  The  others  seemed  better  pleased  with  this  way  of  put- 
ting it.  My  answer  was  that  whether  they  meant  it  or  not,  their  action  was 
mutinous,  and  only  theii'  ignorance  of  military  law  could  palliate  it.  The 
responsibility  for  the  movement  of  the  army  was  with  me,  and,  while  glad  to 
confer  freely  with  them,  I  should  call  no  council  of  war  and  submit  nothing  to 
vote  till  I  felt  incompetent  to  decide  for  myself.  If  they  apologized  for  theu' 
conduct  and  showed  earnestness  in  military  obedience,  what  they  had  now 
said  would  be  overlooked,  but  on  any  recurrence  of  insubordination  I  should 
enforce  my  j^ower  by  arresting  the  offender  at  once.  I  dismissed  them  with 
this,  and  immediately  sent  out  orders  through  my  adjutant-general  to  march 
early  next  morning.  Before  they  slept,  one  of  the  three  had  come  to  me  with 
an  earnest  apology  for  his  part  in  the  matter,  and  a  short  time  made  them  all 
as  subordinate  as  I  could  wish.  The  incident  could  not  have  occurred  in  the 
brigade  which  had 
been  under  my  com- 
mand at  Camp  Den- 
nison,  and  was  the 
natm-al  result  of  the 
sudden  assembling 
of  inexperienced 
men  under  a  bri- 
gade commander  of 
whom  they  knew 
nothing  except  that 
at  the  beginning  of 
the  war  he  had  been 
a  civilian  like  them- 
selves. 

The  same  march 
enabled  me  to  make 
the  acquaintance  of 
another  army  "insti- 
tution,"— the  news- 
paper correspond- 
ent. At  Charleston 
I  was  joined  by  two 
men  representing 
influential  newspapers,  who  wished  to  know  on  what  terms  they  might  accom- 
pany the  column.  The  answer  was  that  the  quartermaster  would  furnish 
them  with  a  tent  and  with  transportation,  and  that  theu'  letters  should  be 
submitted  to  one  of  the  staff  to  i^roteet  us  from  the  publication  of  facts  which 
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might  aid  the  enemy.  This  seemed 
unsatisfactoiy,  and  they  intimated  that 
they  expected  to  be  taken  into  my 
mess,  and  to  be  announced  as  volun- 
teer aides  with  militaiy  rank.  They 
■were  told  that  militaiy  position  or 
rank  could  only  be  given  by  authority 
much  higher  than  mine,  and  that  they 
could  be  more  honestly  independent 
if  free  from  personal  obligation  and 
from  temptation  to  repay  favors  "with 
flattery.  My  onlj*  purpose  "was  to  put 
the  matter  upon  the  foundation  of 
public  right  and  of  mutual  self-re- 
spect. The  day  before  we  reached 
Gauley  Bridge  they  opened  the  matter 
again  to  my  adjutant-general,  l>ut  were 
informed  that  I  had  decided  it  upon 
a  principle  by  which  I  meant  to  abide.  Their  reply  was,  "  Very  well ;  Greneral 
Cox  thinks  he  can  get  along  without  us.  We  will  show  him.  TVe  will  write 
him  down  ! "  They  left  the  cami)  the  same  evening  and  wrote  letters  to  thek 
papers,  describing  the  army  as  a  rabble  of  ruffians,  bui-ning  houses,  ravishing 
women,  robbing  and  destrojing  property,  and  the  commander  as  totally  incom- 
petent. As  to  the  troops,  more  baseless  slander  was  never  uttered.  Their 
march  had  been  orderly,  no  willful  injiu-y  had  been  done  to  private  properly, 
and  no  case  of  personal  violence  to  any  non-combatant,  man  or  woman,  had 
been  even  charged.  Yet  the  publication  of  such  commimications  in  widely 
read  journals  was  likely  to  be  as  damaging  as  if  it  were  true.  My  nomination 
as  brigadier-general  was  then  before  the  Senate  for  confirmation,  and  "the 
pen"  would  jarobably  have  proved  "'mightier  than  the  sword"  Imt  for  ^IcClel- 
lan's  knowledge  of  the  natiu-e  of  the  task  we  had  accomplished,  as  he  was 
then  in  the  flood-tide  of  power  at  Washiug-fou,  and  had  expressed  his  satisfac- 
tion at  the  jDerformance  of  our  part  of  the  campaign  which  he  had  planned. 


KOSECEANS     IN     COJIMAXD. 

General  Eoseckans  had  succeeded  McClellan  as  ranking  officer  in  West 
Virginia,  but  it  Avas  not  until  the  beginning  of  November,  1861,  that  the  region 
was  made  a  department  and  he  was  regularly  assigned  to  command.  Meanwhile 
the  three-months'  enlistments  were  expiring,  many  regiments  were  sent  home, 
new  ones  were  received,  and  a  complete  reorganization  of  his  forces  took 
place.  Besides  holding  the  railroad,  he  fortified  the  Cheat  Mountain  Pass 
looking  toward  Htaunton,  and  the  pass  at  Elkwattn-  on  the  mountain  summit 
between  Huttonsville  and  HimtersAille.  In  similar  manner  I  was  directed 
to  fortify  the  camp  at  Gauley  Bridge,  and  to  cover  the  front  in  every  direc- 
tion with  active  detachments,  constantly  mt)ving  from  the  central  position. 
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By  the  middle  of  August,  Rosecrans  liad  established  a  chain  of  posts,  with 
a  regiment  or  two  at  each,  on  a  line  upon  which  he  afterward  marched 
from  Weston,  by  way  of  BuUtown,  Sutton,  and  Summersville,  to  Gauley 
Bridge. 

The  Confederates  had  also  been  straining  every  nerve  to  collect  a  force  that 
might  give  us  an  effective  retnrn  blow,  and  Robert  E.  Lee  was  expected  to 
lead  then-  forces  in  person.  After  ten  days'  quiet  occupation  of  Gauley 
Bridge,  in  which  I  had  reconnoitered  the  country  nearly  forty  miles  in  front 
and  on  each  flank,  we  learned  that  G-eneral  John  B.  Floyd  had  joined  Wise 
with  a  brigade,  and  that  both  were  moving  toward  the  Kanawha.  At  the  same 
time  the  militia  of  Raleigh,  Mercer,  and  Fayette  counties  were  called  out, 
making  a  force  of  two  thousand  men  under  Gi-eneral  Chapman.  The  total  force 
confronting  us  was  thus  about  eight  thousand.  J  To  resist  these  I  kept  2 
regiments  at  Gauley  Bridge,  an  advance-guard  of  8  companies  vigorously 
sku-mishing  toward  SeweU  Mountain,  a  regiment  distributed  on  the  Kanawha 
to  cover  the  steamboat  communications,  and  some  West  Virginia  recruits 
organizing  at  the  mouth  of  the  river.  By  extreme  activity  these  were  able 
to  baffle  the  enemy  and  impose  upon  him  the  belief  that  our  niunbers  were 

more    than  double   our   actual  force. 
Rosecrans  had    informed  me   of    his 
^■'  purjoose  to  march  a  strong  column  to 

join  me  as  soon  as  Lee's  plans  were 
fully  develoiDed,  and  I  accumulated  sup- 
plies and  munitions  at  Grauley  Bridge, 
determined  to  stand  a  siege  if  neces- 
sary. On  the  13th  of  August  the  7th 
Ohio,  Colonel  E.  B.  Tyler,  was  ordered 
by  Rosecrans  to  Cross  Lanes,  covering 
Carnifex  Ferry  on  the  Gauley 
River  about  twenty  miles  above 
us,  where  a  road  from  Lewis- 
burg  meets  that  going  \\p  the 
Gauley  to  Summersville.  I  was  author- 
ized to  call  Tyler  to  me  if  seriously 
attacked.  On  the  20th  Wise  made  a 
strong  demonstration  in  front,  but  was 
met  at  Pig  Creek,  three  miles  up  the 
New  River,  and  easily  repulsed.  On  the  26th  Floyd,  having  raised  two 
flat-boats  which  Tyler  had  sunk,  crossed  the  Gauley  at  Carnifex  Ferry  with 
2000  or  3000  men,  and  surprised  him,  routing  the  regiment  with  a  loss  to  us 
of  15  killed  and  about  100  captured,  of  which  50  were  wounded.  The 
gi'eater  part  of  the  regiment  was  rallied  by  Major  Casement,  and  led  over  the 
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^On  the  14th  of  August  Wise  reported  to 
General  Lee  that  he  had  2000  ready  to  move, 
and  oould  have  2500  ready  in  5  days;  that  550 
of  his  cavalry  were  with  Floyd,  besides  an  artil- 
lery  detachment  of   50.     This  makes    his  total 


force  3100.  At  that  time  he  gives  Floyd's  force  at 
1200,  with  2  strong  regiments  coming  up,  besides 
2000  militia  under  General  Chapman,  as  stated 
above.  The  aggregate  force  operatingon  the  Kana- 
wha line  he  gives  as  7800,  Sept.  9th. — J.  D.  C. 
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moTintains  to  Elk  Eiver,  and  thence 
to  Charleston.  Floyd  iuti'enched 
his  position,  and  built  a  foot-bridge 
to  connect  it  with  the  eastern  side 
of  the  mid  gorge.  Wise's  failui'e  to 
cooperate  Tvas  Floyd's  reason  for 
abandoning  his  announced  puipose 
of  marching  upon  my  rear ;  but  he 
TYas  on  my  noithem  line  of  commu- 
nication with  Eosecrans,  and  the 
latter  hastened  his  preparations  to 
come  to  my  rehef. 

On  the  3d  of  September,  Wise  and 
Chapman  attempted  a  concerted 
attack  upon  Gauley  Bridge,  the  first 
pushing  in  ui)on  the  turnpike, 
■ft'liLle  Chairman  advanced  from 
I'ayette  by  Cotton  Hill  and  a  road 
to  the  river  a  httle  below  Kanawha 
Falls.  Wise  was  again  met  at  Pig 
Creek  and  driven  back;  Chapman 
leached  the  bluffs  overlooking  the 
river  in  rear  of  us,  driving  in  oui* 
outposts,  but  did  us  little  mischief, 
0  scept  to  throw  a  few  sliells  into  our 
lower  camp,  anil  on  Wise's  repulse 
he  also  withdrew.  Our  detaclimeuts 
followed  them  up  on  both  lines  wth 
daily  warm  skirmishes,  and  the 
advance-guard  ambushed  and  pim- 
ished  the  enemy's  ca\alry  in  a  very  demoralizing  way.  Efforts  to  reach 
the  river  and  stop  our  steamboats,  kept  the  posts  and  detachments  below  tis 
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on  tlie  alert,  and  an  expedition  of  half  the  1st  Kentucky,  nuder  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  D.  A.  Enyart,  sent  to  break  up  a  Confederate  niUitia  encampment  at 
Boone  Court  House,  40  miles  southward,  routed  the  enemy,  who  left  25  dead 
upon  the  field.  The  march  and  attack  had  been  swift  and  vigorous,  and  the 
terror  of  the  blow  kept  that  region  quiet  for  some  time  afterward. 

I  was  puzzled  at  Floyd's  inaction  at  Carnifex  Ferry,  but  the  mystery  is 
partly  solved  by  the  publication  of  the  Confederate  records.  There  was  no 
cooperation  between  the  commanders,  and  Wise  refused  the  assistance  Floyd 
demanded,  nor  could  even  the  authority  of  Lee  reduce  the  ex-governor  of 
Vu'ginia  to  real  subordination.  The  letters  of  Wise  show  a  capacity  for 
keeping  a  command  in  hot  water  which  was  unique.  If  he  had  been  half  as 
troublesome  to  me  as  he  was  to  Floyd,  I  should,  indeed,  have  had  a  hot  time 
of  it.  But  he  did  me  royal  service  by  jjreventing  anything  approaching 
unity  of  action  between  the  two  principal  Confederate  columns. 

Rosecrans  now  began  his  march  from  Clarksbiu'g  with  three  brigades, 
having  left  the  LTpper  Potomac  line  in  command  of  Greneral  Kelley,  and  the 
Cheat  Mountain  region  in  command  of  Greneral  J.  J.  Reynolds.  His  route 
(akeady  indicated)  was  a  rough  one,  and  the  portion  of  it  between  Sutton 
and  Simamersville,  over  Bu"ch  Mountain,  was  very  wUd  and  difficult.  He 
left  his  bivouac  on  the  morning  of  the  10th  of  September,  before  daybreak, 
and,  marching  through  Summersville,  reached  Cross  Lanes  about  2  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon.     Floyd's  position  was  now  about  two  miles  distant,  and 

waiting  only  for  his  coliunn  to  close 
up,  he  again  pressed  forward.  Gren- 
eral Benham's  brigade  was  in  front, 
and  soon  met  the  enemy's  pickets. 
Getting  the  impression  that  Floyd 
was  in  retreat,  Benham  pressed  for- 
ward rather  rashly,  deploying  to  the 
left,  and  coming  under  a  sharp  fire 
from  the  right  of  the  enemy's  works. 
The  woods  were  dense  and  tangled, 
it  was  too  late  for  a  proper  recon- 
noissance,  and  Rosecrans  could  only 
hasten  the  advance  and  deployment 
of  the  other  brigades  under  Colonels 
McCook  and  Scammon.  Benham  had 
sent  a  howitzer  battery  and  two  rifled 
cannon  with  his  head  of  cohmin  at 
the  left,  and  these  soon  got  a  position, 
from  which,  in  fact,  they  enfUaded 
part  of  Floyd's  line,  though  it  was 
impossible  to  see  much  of  the  situa- 
tion. Charges  were  made  by  portions 
of  Benham's  and  McCook's  brigades 
as  they  came  up,  but  they  lacked 
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unity,  and  Eosecrans  "n-as  dissatisfied  that  his  head  of  column  should  be 
engaged  before  he  had  time  to  plan  an  attack.  Colonel  Lowe,  of  the  12th 
Ohio,  had  been  killed  at  the  head  of  his  regiment,  and  Colonel  W.  H.  Lytle, 
of  the  10th,  had  been  severely  wounded ;  darkness  was  rapidly  coming  on, 
and  Eosecrans  ordered  the  troops  withdrawn  from  fire,  till  positions  could 
be  rectified,  and  the  attack  renewed  in  the  morning.  Seventeen  had  Ijeen 
killed  and  1-il  had  been  wounded  in  the  sliai-p  but  iiTegular  combat.  Floyd, 
however,  had  learned  that  his  position  could  be  subjected  to  a  destractive 
cannonade;  he  was  himself  slightly  wounded,  and  his  officers  and  men 
were  discouraged.  He  therefore  retreated  across  the  Gfauley  in  the  night, 
having  great  difficulty  in  caiTjdng  his  artilleiy  down  the  cliffs  by  a 
wretched  road  in  the  darkness.  He  had  built  a  slight  foot-bridge  for 
infantry,  in  the  bit  of  smooth  water  known  as  the  Feny,  though  both 
above  and  below  the  stream  is  an  impassable  mountain  ton-ent.  Once  over, 
the  bridge  was  broken  up  and  the  flat-boats  were  destroyed.  He  reported 
but  twenty  casualties,  and  thi'ew  much  of  the  responsibility  upon  Wise,  who 
had  not  obeyed  orders  to  reenforce  him.  His  hospital,  containing  the 
wounded  prisoners  taken  from  T_vler,  fell  into  Eosecrans's  hands. 

On  the  12th  of  Sej^tember  we  fii'st  heard,  at  Oauley  Bridge,  of  the  engagement 
at  Carnifex  Ferry,  and  I  at  once  moved  ^vith  two  regiments  to  attack  Wise,  who 
retired  as  we  advanced,  till  I  occupied  the  junction  of  the  tui'npike  with  the 
Sunday  road.  The  whole  hostile  force  had  retreated  to  Sewell  Mountain,  and 
Eosecrans  halted  me  until  he  could  create  means  of  crossing  the  G-auley. 

McCook's  brigade  joined  me  on  the  16th  of  September,  and  my  own  command 
was  increased  by  bringing  up  another  of  my  regiments  from  below.     With 
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the  two  brigades  I 
advanced  to  Spy 
Rock,  a  strong  posi- 
tion overlooking  a 
valley  several  miles 
broad,  beyond  which 
was  Big  Sewell 
Mountain,  the  crest 
of  which  we  occu- 
pied with  an  ad- 
vance-guard on.  the 
20th  and  in  force  on 
the  24th.  Before  the 
1st  of  October  Rose- 
crans  had  concentra- 
ted his  force  at  the 
mountain,  the  four 
brigades  being  so 
reduced  liy  sickness 
and  by  detachments 
that  he  reported  the 
whole  as  making 
only  5200  effective 
men.  Immediately 
in  front,  across  a 
deep  gorge,  lay  the 
united  forces  of 
Floyd  and  Wise, 
commanded  by  Lee 
in  person.  The  autumn  rains  set  in  upon  the  very  day  of  Rosecrans's  arrival, 
and  continued  without  intermission.  The  roads  became  so  difficiilt  that  the 
animals  of  the  wagon  trains  were  being  destroyed  in  the  effort  to  supply  the 
command.  The  camp  was  35  miles  from  Gardey  Bridge,  and  oiu-  stores  were 
landed  from  steamboats  25  miles  below  that  post,  making  60  miles  of  wagoning. 
The  enemy  was  as  badly  off,  and  no  aggTessive  operations  were  possible  on 
either  side.  This  became  so  evident  that  on  the  5th  of  October  Roseerans 
withdrew  his  forces  to  camps  within  3  or  4  miles  of  Grauley  Bridge. 

Lee  had  directed  an  effort  to  be  made  by  Greneral  Loring,  his  subordinate 
on  the  Staunton  line,  to  test  the  strength  of  the  posts  under  Reynolds  at 
Cheat  Mountain  and  Elkwater,  and  lively  combats  had  resulted  on  the  12th 
and  14th  of  September.  Reynolds  held  firm,  and  Roseerans  had  not  been 
diverted  from  his  own  plans.  On  October  2d  Reynolds  delivered  a  retru'n 
blow  upon  the  Confederate  position  at  Greenbrier  River,  but  fomid  it  too 
strong  to  be  carried.  Both  parties  now  remained  in  observation  till  the  end 
of  October.  Floyd  reported  to  his  Government  that  the  eleven  days  of  cold 
storms  at  Sewell  Mountain  had  "  cost  more  men,  sick  and  dead,  than  the 


A  DETACHMENT  FROM  GENERAL  FLOYD'S  COMMAND  PREPARING  TO  SHELL  GENERAL 
ROSECRANS'S  CAMP  AT  GAULEY  BRIDGE.   FROM  A  SKETCH  MADE  AT  THE  TIME. 
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battle  of  Manassas  Plains."  More  enterprising  in  plans  than  resolute  or 
skillful  in  carrying  them  out,  lie  determined  upon  another  effort,  with  Lee's 
consent.  Taking  advantage  of  Rosecrans's  neglect  to  occupy  Fayette  Court 
House  and  Cotton  Hill,  a  mountainous  mass  in  the  angle  of  the  Kanawha 
and  New  nvers,  he  moved  with  a  column  of  about  five  thousand  men  across 
New  River  and  down  its  left  bank,  and  startled  the  Union  commander  by 
opening  with  cannon  \\\>o\\  the  post  at  Gauley  Bridge  on  the  1st  of  Novem- 
ber. The  demonstration  was  more  noisy  than  dangerous,  for  Floyd  had  no 
means  of  crossing  the  river.  The  ordnance  stores  at  the  post  were  moved 
into  a  gorge  out  of  the  range  of  fire,  and  a  battery  was  estaljlished  high  up 
on  Gauley  Mount  to  reply  to  the  enemy.  Rosecraus  had  hopes  of  captuiing 
Floyd,  by  turning  his  position  from  below  by  Benham's  and  Robert  C. 
Schenck's  (formerly  Scammon's)  Ijrigades.  Delays  occuiTed  which  Rosecrans 
attributed  to  failure  to  obey  oi'ders  on  the  part  of  Benham.  On  the  10th 
detachments  from  my  brigade  at  Gauley  Biidge  crossed  the  nver  and  sealed 
the  heights,  attacking  Floyd  in  front  and  securing  a  jiosition  on  the  toji  of 
the  moiintain.  Floyd  withdrew  his  artillery,  and  on  the  12th,  learning  that 
Schenek  and  Benham  were  moving  toward  his  rear,  decamped,  and  did  not 
cease  his  retreat  till  he  reached  the  Holston  Valley  raih-oad. 

Lee  retui'ned  to  Richmond,  and  portions  of  the  troops  on  both  sides  were 
sent  to  other  fields,  where  military  operations  in  winter  were  thought  to  be  more 
practicable.  The  remnant  went  into  winter  quarters,  and  though  some  com- 
bats occurred,  the  most  noteworthy  of  which  was  Mikoy's  attack  upon  the 
Confederates  in  front  of  Cheat  Mountain  Pass  in  December,  these  engage- 
ments did  not  change  the  situation.  AVest  Virginia  had  organized  as  a  free 
State  within  the  Union,  and  this  substantial  result  of  the  campaign  crowned 
it  with  success.  The  line  of  the  Alleghanies  l:>ecame  the  northern  frontier 
of  the  Confederacy  in  Virginia,  and  was  never  again  senously  liroken. 


VIISW  OK    UO.MXEY,  VA.     IROM    A   WAK-TIMli    SKETCH. 

On  Octdlior  2Gtli.  lar.l,  niisadier-Gpiicrnl  B.  F.  KoUf.v.  KagiMUont.  tlio  Confederates  were  driven  fniMi  tlieir  in- 

witli  n  NMiall  force  of  iufaiitry  and  eavalry.  advanced  tri'ueUnients  and  the  town  was  captimMl.    The  Vuion 

iiI>on  Koiiiiiey  from  New  Creek  Station,  2(1  niHes  distant,  forces  lost  I  kdled  and  20  wounded.    In  the  sketch  are 

ontluPoloniiie  (sec  map,  page  129).    After  a  sharpen-  shown  the  camps  ot  General  Kelley's  troops. 
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GOING  TO   THE    FRONT. 

RECOLLECTIONS   OF  A   PRIVATE  — I.     BY  WARREN  LEE   G08S. 

BEFORE  I  readied,  the  point  of  enlisting,  I  had  read  and  been  "  enthused  " 
by  General  Dix's  famous  "  shoot  him  on  the  spot "  dispatch ;  I  had 
attended  flag-raisings,  and  had  heard  orators  declaim  of  "  undying  devotion  to 
the  Union."  One  speaker  to  whom  I  listened  declared  that  "  human  life  must 
be  cheapened  " ;  but  I  never  learned  that  he  helped  on  the  work  experiment- 
ally. When  men  by  the  hundi*ed  walked  soberly  to  the  front  and  signed  the 
enlistment  papers,  he  was  not  one  of  them.  As  I  came  out  of  the  hall,  with 
conflicting  emotions,  feeling  as  though  I  should  have  to  go  finally  or  forfeit 
my  birthright  as  an  American  citizen,  one  of  the  orators  who  stood  at  the 
door,  glowing  with  enthusiasm  and  patriotism,  and  shaking  hands  effusively 
with  those  who  enlisted,  said  to  me : 

"  Did  you  enlist  I "     "  No,"  I  said.    "  Did  you  f " 

"  No ;  they  won't  take  me.  I  have  got  a  lame  leg  and  a  widowed  mother 
to  take  care  of." 

I  remember  another  enthusiast  who  was  eager  to  enlist  others.  He 
declared  that  the  family  of  no  man  who  went  to  the  front  should  sulfer.    After 


■jl^  January  IStb,  1861,  three  days  after  lie  had 
entered  on  his  duties  as  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  President  Buchanan,  General  Dix  sent  W. 
Hemphill  Jones,  chief  clerk  of  one  of  the  Treasury 
bureaus,  to  the  South,  for  the  purpose  of  saving 
the  revenue-cutters  at  New  Orleans,  Mobile,  and 
Galveston.  January  29th,  Mr.  Jones  telegraphed 
from  New  Orleans  that  the  captain  of  the  revenue- 
cutter  MeClelland  refused  to  obey  the  Secretary's 
orders.  It  was  seven  in  the  evening  when  the 
dispatch  was  received.     Immediately,    Secretary 


Dix  wrote  the  following  reply:  "Treasury  De- 
partment, January  29,  1861.  Tell  Lieutenant 
Caldwell  to  arrest  Captain  Breshwood,  assume 
command  of  the  cutter,  and  obey  the  order  I  gave 
through  you.  If  Captain  Breshwood,  after  arrest, 
undertakes  to  interfere  with  the  command  of  the 
cutter,  tell  Lieutenant  Caldwell  to  consider  him  as 
a  mutineer,  and  treat  him  accordingly.  If  anj'  one 
attempts  to  haul  down  the  American  flag,  shoot 
him  on  the  spot.  John  A.  Dis,  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury."  —  Editors. 
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the  war  lie  was  promiueut  among  those  who  at  town-meeting  voted  to  refimd 
the  money  to  such  as  had  expended  it  to  procure  substitutes.  He  has,  moreover, 
been  fierce  and  uncompromising  toward  the  ex-Confederates  since  the  war. 

From  the  fii'st  I  did  not  beheve  the  ti'ouble  would  blow  over  in  "  sixty 
days";  J  nor  did  I  consider  eleven  dollars  a  month,  J,,  and  the  promised  gloiy, 
large  pay  for  the  ser\dces  of  an  able-bodied  young  man. 

It  was  the  news  that  the  6th  Massachusetts  regiment  had  been  mol>bed  liy 
roughs  on  their  passage  through  Baltimore  which  gave  me  the  war  fever.  \ 


I  Mr.  Seward,  speaking  in  New  York  two  days 
after  the  secession  of  South  Carolina,  said  :  "  Sixty 
days'  more  suns  will  give  you  a  much  brighter  and 
more  cheerful  atmosphere." 

3>  The  monthly  pay  of  Union  privates  was : 
cavalry  $l'i,  artillery  and  infantry  $11  ;  from 
August  6th,  1S61,  $13  for  all  arms,  and  from 
May  1st,  1804,  $10.  Confederate  privates  re- 
ceived :  in  the  cavalry  and  light  batteries  $1'2  ;  in 
the  artillery  and  infantry  $11;  increased  June 
9th,  1864,  to  $19  and  $18  per  month  for  a 
period  of  one  year  from  that  date.  — Editors. 

4  Concerning  this  encounter  Colonel  Edward  F. 
Jones,  of  the  0th  Massachusetts,  says  in  his  report : 

"After  leaving  Pliiladclphja  I  received  iutimatiou 
tUat  our  passage  through  the  city  of  Baltimore  would 
be  resisted.  I  caused  ammunition  to  be  distributed 
and  arms  loaded,  aud  wont  persoually  througli  the 
cars,  and  issued  the  following  order,  viz.,  'The  regi- 
ment will  luarcU  through  Baltiniore  in  coluuui  of  sec- 
tions, arms  nt  will.  You  will  undonbtcdl.v  be  insulted, 
abused,  ami  iM-rlinps  assaulted,  to  M-liicli  you  must  pay 
no  attention  wliatevor.  but  ninrch  with  your  faces 
square  to  the  frnnt  and  pay  no  attention  to  the  nmb. 
even  if  they  throw  stones,  bi'ieks.  or  other  missik's: 
but  if  you  are  lir<'d  uptm  and  any  one  of  you  is  hit.  your 
oflicere  will  iirdiv  yon  tii  tire.  Do  not  Are  into  any  pro- 
miscuous crowds.  Init  si'h'ft  any  man  whom  you  may 
see  aiming  at  .vou,  and  be  sure  von  drop  him."  Keach- 
Ing  Bnltiniore,  horses  avpii'  attaclied  the  instant  that 
tile  locomotive  was  dctufhi-d.  and  the  cars  wi-re  driven 
at  a  rapid  i)ac'e  aernss  the  I'ity.  .Viler  the  rars  ron- 
tainiug  seven  companies  had  reaclied  thr  AVashington 
depot  tlie  traclv  ln'hind  them  was  l>arricaded.  and  tlu' 
cars  containing  .  .  .  thr  following  companies,  viz.. 
Company  C,  of  Lowell.  Captain  I'oUausbee;    Compaii.v 


D,  Of  Lowell.  Captain  Hart :  Company  T.  of  T-'iwrence, 
Caiitaiu  Pickering,  and  Compan.v  L,  of  Stoneham,  Cap- 
tain Dike,  were  vacated,  aud  they  proceeded  but  a  short 
distance  before  they  were  furiously  attacked  b.v  a  shower 
of  missiles,  which  came  faster  as  they  advanced.  They 
increased  their  steps  to  double-quick,  which  seemed  to 
infuriate  the  mob,  as  it  evidently  imprvs^iHi  the  mob 
with  the  idea  that  the  soldiers  dared  not  lire  or  had  no 
ammunition,  and  pistol-shots  were  numerously  tired 
iuto  the  ranks,  and  one  soldier  fell  dead.  The  order 
•  Fire '  was  giveu.  and  it  was  executed.  In  conse- 
quence, several  of  the  mob  fell,  and  the  soldiers  agnin 
advanced  hastil.v.  The  ma.vor  of  Baltimore  phieed  him- 
self at  the  head  of  the  column  beside  Captain  Follans- 
bce,  aud  proceeded  with  them  a  short  dist.iuce,"    .    ,    . 

The  Hon.  George  William  Brown,  then  mayor  of 
Baltimore,  in  his  volume  entitled  "Baltimore  and 
the  10th  of  April,  1S61,"  thus  describes  the  march 
of  the  soldiers  after  he  joined  the  column : 

••  They  were  firing  wildly,  sometimes  liaekw.ard,  over 
their  slu")uhlers.  So  rapid  was  the  march  that  they 
could  nut  stop  to  take  aim.  The  mob.  whirh  was  not 
ver.v  large,  as  it  seemed  to  me.  was  pursuing  with 
shouts  aud  stones,  and,  I  think,  an  occasional  pistol- 
shot.  The  uproar  was  furious.  I  ran  at  once  to  the 
head  of  theeidumn.  some  persons  in  the  crowd  shout- 
in:;.  •  Here  comes  the  mayor."  I  shook  hands  with  the 
orticer  in  command.  Captain  FoUanslH^e.  s,aying.  as  I  did 
so.  •  E  am  the  mayor  of  Baltinuirc."  The  captain  greeted 
nu^  cordially.  I  at  once  objected  to  the  double-quirk. 
which  was  immediately  stoppiHl.  I  placwl  ray.self  by  his 
sidf.  anil  man-hod  witli  him.  He  said.  •  We  have  iMH-n 
attacked  without  i<rovocation,"or  words  to  that  eflV-et,  I 
replied.  •  You  must  defend  yourselves,"  I  exiHH-ted  that 
he  would  faie  bis  men  to  the  rear,  and.  after  piving 
warning,  would  tin'  if  necessary.  But  I  s;»id  no  more, 
for  I  immediately  felt  that,  as  mayor  of  the  city.  It  wsis 
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And  yet  ■when  I  read  Governor  John  A.  Andrew's  instrnctions  to  have 
the  hero  martyi's  "preserved  in  ice  and  tenderly  sent  forward,"  somehow, 
though  I  felt  the  pathos  of  it,  I  could  not  reconcile  myself  to  the  ice. 
Ice  in  connection  with  patriotism  did  not  give  me  agreeable  impressions 
of  war,  and  when  I  came  to  think  of  it,  the  stoning  of  the  heroic  "  Sixth  " 
didn't  suit  me;  it  detracted  from  my  desire  to  die  a 
soldier's  death. 

I  lay  awake  all  night  thinking  the  matter  over,  with 
the  "  ice "  and  "  brick-bats "  before  my  mind.  How- 
ever, the  fever  cidminated  that  night,  and  I  resolved 
to  enlist. 

"  Cold  chills  "  ran  up  and  down  my  back  as  I  got  out  of 
bed  after  the  sleepless  night,  and  shaved,  preparatory  to 
other  desperate  deeds  of  valor.  I  was  twenty  years  of 
age,  and  when  anything  unusual  was  to  be  done,  like 
fighting  or  courting,  I  shaved. 

With   a  nervous   tremor  convulsing  my   system,  and 
my  heart  thumping  like   muffled   drum-beats,  I    stood 
before  the  door  of  the  recruiting-office,  and,  before  tui-n-  '-^k'''^ 
ing  the  knob  to  enter,  read  and  re-read  the  advertisement 
for  recruits  posted  thereon,  until  I  knew  all  its  pecu-    u^ifor"  of  the  sixth 

-^  _  '  '^  MASSACHUSETTS. 
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not  my  province  to  volunteer  eucli  advice.  Ouce  before 
In  my  lite  I  had  taken  part  in  opposing  a  formidable 
riot,  and  had  learned  by  experience  tliat  the  safest  and 
most  humane  manner  of  queuing  a  mob  is  to  meet  it  at 
the  beginning  with  armed  resistance.  The  column  con- 
tinued its  marcli.  There  was  neither  concert  of  action 
nor  organization  among  the  rioters.  They  were  armed 
only  with  siu-h  stones  or  missiles  as  they  could  i^ick  up, 
and  a  few  pistols.  My  presence  for  a  short  time  had 
some  effect,  but  very  soon  the  attack  was  renewed  with 
greater  violence.  The  mob  grew  bolder.  Stones  flew 
thick  and  fast.  Rioters  rushed  at  the  soldiers  and  at- 
tempted to  snatch  their  muskets,  and  at  least  on  two 
occasions  succeeded.  With  one  of  these  mu.skets  a  sol- 
dier was  killed.  Men  (ell  on  both  sides.  A  young  law- 
yer, then  and  now  known  as  a  qmet  citizen,  seized  a 
flag  of  one  of  the  companies  and  nearly  tore  it  from  its 
staff.  He  was  shot  through  the  thigh,  and  was  carried 
home  apiparently  a  dying  man,  but  he  survived  to  enter 
the  army  of  the  Confederacy ,  where  he  rose  to  the  rank  of 
captain,  and  he  afterward  returned  to  Baltimore,  where 
he  still  lives.  The  soldiers  flred  at  will.  There  was  no 
firing  by  platoons,  and  I  heard  no  order  given  to  flre. 
I  remember  that  at  the  corner  of  South  street  several 
citizens  standing  in  a  group  fell,  either  killed  or 
wounded.  It  was  impossible  lor  the  troops  to  discrimi- 
nate between  the  rioters  and  the  by-standers,  but  the 
latter  seemed  to  .suffer  most.  .  .  .  Marshal  Kane, 
with  about  fifty  policemen  (as  I  then  supposed,  but  I 
have  since  ascertained  that,  in  fact,  there  were  not  so 
many),  came  at  a  run  from  the  direction  of  the  Camden 
street  station,  and  throwing  themselves  in  the  rear  of 
the  troops,  they  formed  a  Une  in  front  of  the  mob,  and 
■with  drawn  revolvers  kept  it  back.  This  was  between 
Light  and  Charles  streets.  Marshal  Kane's  voice 
shouted,  '  Keep  back,  men,  or  I  shoot ! '  This  movement, 
"Which  I  saw  myself,  was  gallantly  executed,  and  was 
perfectly  succ««sf  ul.  The  mob  recoiled  like  water  from 
a  rock.  One  of  the  leading  rioters,  then  a  young  man, 
now  a  peaceful  merchant,  tried,  as  he  has  himself  told 
me,  to  pass  the  line,  but  the  marshal  seized  him,  and 


vowed  he  would  shoot  if  the  attempt  was  made.  This 
nearly  ended  the  fight,  and  the  column  passed  on  under 
the  protection  of  the  police,  without  serious  molesta- 
tion, to  Camden  station  " 

Sumner  H.  Needham,  of  Lawrence,  Addison  O. 
Whitney  and  Luther  C.  Ladd,  of  Lowell,  and 
Charles  A.  Taylor  were  the  killed,  and  thirty-six 
of  their  comrades  were  wounded.  Twelve  citi- 
zens were  killed,  and  an  unknown  number  were 
wounded.    Col.  Jones  continues  : 

"As  the  men  went  into  the  cars  I  caused  the  blinds  to 
the  cars  to  be  closed,  and  took  every  precaution  to  pre- 
vent iuiy  shiuhtw  of  offense  to  the  peoi>le  of  Baltimore ; 
liut  still  the  stcmes  flew  thick  and  fast  into  the  train, 
and  it  Avas  with  the  utmost  difficulty  that  I  could  pre- 
vent the  troops  from  leaving  the  cars  and  revenging 
the  death  of  their  comrades.  .  .  .  On  reaching 
Washington  we  were  quartered  at  the  Capitol,  in  the 
Senate  Chamber." 

This  regiment,  the  6th  Massachusetts,  were  the 
first  armed  troops  to  reach  Washington  in  re- 
sponse to  the  call  of  the  President. 

The  27th  Pennsylvania  Regiment  (unarmed) 
arrived  at  Baltimore  by  the  same  train  as  the 
Massachusetts  troops.  It  was  attacked  by  a  mob 
and  obliged  to  remain  at  the  President  street 
station,  from  which  point  it  was  sent  back  the 
same  day  in  the  direction  of  Philadelphia.  The 
same  night,  by  order  of  the  Board  of  Police  Com- 
missioners, with  the  concurrence  of  Giovernor 
Hicks  and  Mayor  Brown,  the  railways  from  the 
north  were  obstructed,  so  that  the  8th  Massa- 
chusetts, with  General  B.  F.  Butler,  and  the  7th 
New  York  were  compelled  to  go  to  Annapolis  by 
water  and  march  thence  to  Washington. — Editors. 
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tion"  seemed  good,  and  I   tliouglit  I  might  have  m.ade  a  mistake  iu  con- 
sidering war  so  serious   after  all.    "  Chances  for  travel  I "  I   must   confess 
now,  after  four  years  of  sokliering,  that  the  "chances  for  travel"  were  no 
myth ;  but  "  promotion "  was  a  little  un- 
certain and  slow. 

I  was  in  no  hurry  to  open  the  door. 
Though  determined  to  enlist,  I  was  half 
inclined  to  put  it  off  awhile ;  I  had  a  fluc- 
tuation of  desires ;  I  was  faint-hearted 
and  brave;  I  wanted  to  enlist,  and  yet 

Here  I  turned  the  knolj,  and  was 

relieved.  I  had  been  more  prompt,  with 
all  my  hesitation,  than  the  officer  in  his 
duty;  he  wasn't  in.  Finally  he  came,  and 
said:  "What  do  you  want,  my  boy  f"  "I 
want  to  enlist,"  I  responded,  blushing 
deeply  with  upwelling  patriotism  and 
bashfulness.  Then  the  surgeon  came  to 
strip  and  examine  me.  In  justice  to  my- 
self, it  must  be  stated  that  I  signed  the 
rolls  without  a  tremor.  It  is  common  to 
the  most  of  humanity,  I  believe,  that, 
when  confronted  with  actual  danger,  men 
have  less  fear  than  in  its  contemplation. 
I  will,  however,  make  one  exception  in 
favor  of  the  first  shell  I  heard  uttering  its 
blood-curcUing  hisses,  as  though  a  steam 
locomotive  were  traveling  the  air.  With 
this  exception  I  have  found  the  actual 
dangei'S  of  war  always  less  terrible  face  to 
face  than  on  the  night  before  the  battle. 

My  first  uniform  was  a  bad  fit :  my  trousers  were  too  long  by  thiee 
or  fom'  inches;  the  flannel  shirt  was  coarse  and  unpleasant,  too  lai'ge 
at  the  neck  and  too  short  elsewhere.  The  forage  cap  was  an  un- 
gainly bag  with  pasteboard  top  and  leather  visor;  the  blouse  was 
the  only  part  which  seemed  decent ;  while  the  overcoat  made  me  feel 
like  a  little  nubbin  of  corn  in  a  large  preponderance  of  husk.  Nothing 
except  "  Virginia  mud "  ever  took  down  my  ideas  of  military  pomp  quite 
so  low. 

After  enlisting  I  did  not  seem  of  so  much  consequence  as  I  had  expected. 
There  was  not  so  much  excitement  on  account  of  my  military  appearance  as 
I  deemed  justly  my  due.  I  was  taught  my  facings,  and  at  the  time  I  thoiight 
the  drill-master  needlessly  fussy  aboiit  shouldering,  ordering,  and  presenting 
arms.  At  this  time  men  were  often  drilled  in  company  and  regimental 
evolutions  long  before  they  learned  the  manual  of  arms,  because  of  the  diffi- 
culty of  obtaining  muskets.     These  we  obtained  at  an  early  day,  but  we 
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would  willingly  have  resigned  them  after  carrjiug  them  for  a  few  hours. 
The  musket,  after  an  hour's  drill,  seemed  hea\'ier  and  less  ornamental 
than  it  had  looked  to  be.  The  tirst  day  I  went  out  to  drill,  getting  tired  of 
doing  the  same  things  over  and  over,  I  said  to  the  drill-sergeant :  "  Let's  stop 
this  fooling  and  go  over  to  the  grocery."  His  only  reply  was  addressed  to  a 
corporal :  "  Corporal,  take  this  man  out  and  diill  him  like  h — 1 " ;  and  the  cor- 
poral did !  I  found  that  suggestions  were  not  so  well  appreciated  in  the  army 
as  in  private  life,  and  that  no  wisdom  was  equal  to  a  drill-master's  "  Eight 
face,"  "  Left  wheel,"  and  "  Right,  oblique,  march."  It  takes  a  raw  recruit 
some  time  to  leai-n  that  he  is  not  to  think  or  suggest,  but  obey.  Some 
never  do  learn.  I  acquired  it  at  last,  in  humihty  and  mud,  but  it  was  tough. 
Yet  I  doubt  if  my  patriotism,  during  my  first  tlu'ee  weeks'  drill,  was  quite 
knee-high.  Drilling  looks  easy  to  a  spectator,  but  it  isn't.  Old  soldiers  who 
read  this  will  remember  their  gTcen  reeruithood  and  smile  assent.  After  a 
time  I  had  cut  down  my  uniform  so  that  I  could  see  out  of  it,  and  had  con- 
quered the  drill  sufficiently  to  see  through  it.  Then  the  word  came :  On 
to  Washington ! 

Our  company  was  quartered  at  a  large  hotel  near  the  railway  station  in 
the  town  in  which  it  had  been  recruited.  Bunks  had  been  fitted  up  within  a 
part  of  the  hotel  but  little  used.  We  took 
our  meals  at  the  public  table,  and  found 
fault  with  the  style.  Six  months  later  we 
would  have  considered  ourselves  aristo- 
cratic to  have  slept  in  the  hotel  stables 
with  the  meal-bin  for  a  diniug-table.  One 
morning  there  was  great  excitement  at  the 
report  that  we  were  going  to  be  sent  to 
the  front.  Most  of  us  obtained  a  limited 
pass  and  went  to  see  our  friends  for  the 
last  time,  returning  the  same  night. 
Many  of  our  schoolmates  came  in  tears 
to  say  good-bye.  We  took  leave  of 
them  all  with  heavy  hearts,  for,  lightly 
as  I  may  here  seem  to  treat  the  sub- 
ject, it  was  no  light  thing  for  a  boy 
of  twenty  to  start  out  for  three  years 
into  the  unknown  dangers  of  a  civil  war. 
Our  mothers  —  God  bless  them!  —  had 
brought  us  something  good  to  eat, — pies, 
cakes,  doughnuts,  and  jellies.  It  was 
one  way  in  which  a  mother's  heart 
found  utterance.  The  young  ladies 
(sisters,  of  course)  brought  an  invention,  usually  made  of  leather  or  cloth, 
containing  needles,  pins,  thread,  buttons,  and  scissors,  so  that  nearly  every 
recruit  had  an  embryo  tailor's  shop,  with  the  goose  outside.  One  old  lady, 
in  the  innocence  of  her  heart,  brought  her  son  an  umbrella.     We  did  not  see 
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anything  particularly  laugliable  about  it  at  the  time,  Vjut  oui-  old  drill-sergeant 
did.  Finally  we  were  ready  to  move ;  our  tears  were  Aviped  away,  oui-  buttons 
were  polished,  and  our  muskets  were  as  bright  as  emeiy  pax^er  could  make  them. 
"  Wad  "  Eider,  a  member  of  our  company,  had  come  fi'om  a  neighboring 
State  to  enlist  with  us.  He  was  about  eighteen  years  of  age,  red-headed, 
freckled-faced,  good-natured  and  rough,  with  a  wonderful  aptitude  for  crA-ing 
or  laughing  from  symijathy.  Another  comrade,  whom  I  will  call  Jack,  was 
honored  with  a  call  from  his  mother,  a  little  woman,  hardly  reaching  up  to 
his  shoulder,  with  a  sweet,  motherly,  cai-e-worn  face.  At  the  last  moment, 
though  she  had  tried  hard  to  preserve  her  comj^osui'e,  as  is  the  habit  of  Xew 
England  people,  she  threw  her  arms  around  her  boy's  neck,  and  with  an 
outburst  of  sobbing  and  crying,  said :  "  My  dear  boy,  my  dear  boy,  what  will 

your  poor  old  mother  do  without  you  f 
You  are  going  to  fight  for  yoru*  countiy. 
Don't  forget  your  mother,  Jack;  God 
Ijless  you.  Clod  bless  you ! "  We  felt  as  if 
the  mother's  tears  and  blessing  were  a 
benediction  over  us  all.  There  was  a  touch 
of  nature  in  her  homely  soitow  and  solici- 
tude over  her  big  boy,  which  tli'ew  tears 
of  sympathy  from  my  eyes  as  I  thought 
of  my  own  sorrowing  mother  at  home. 
The  sympathetic  Wad  Eider  burst  into 
tears  and  sobs.  His  eyes  refused,  as  he 
expressed  it,  to  "  ch'y  up,"  imtil,  as  we  were 
moving  off,  Jack's  mother,  laishing  toward 
him  with  a  bundle  tied  like  a  wheat-sheaf, 
called  out  in  a  most  pathetic  voice, 
"  Jack !  Jack !  you've  forgotten  to  take 
your  penn^Toyal."  We  all  laughed,  and 
so  did  Jack,  and  I  think  the  laugh  helped 
him  more  than  the  cry  did.  Everyliody 
had  said  his  last  word,  and  the  cai-s  were 
tiff.  Handkerchiefs  were  waved  at  us 
from  all  the  houses  we  passed:  we 
cheered  tiU  we  were  hoarse,  and  then  set- 
tled back  and  swung  our  handkerchiefs. 

Just  here  let  me  name  over  the  con- 
tents of  my  knapsack,  as  a  fan-  sample  of 
what  all  the  volunteers  started  with.  There 
were  in  it  a  pair  of  trousers,  two  jniii-s  of 
drawers,  a  juiir  of  thick  boots,  foiu*  paii^s 
of  stockings,  t\nu-  tlanni'l  shirts,  a  blouse, 
a  looking-glass,  a  can  of  peaches,  a  bottle 
of  cough-mixture,  a  button-stick,  chalk, 
razor     and     strop,     the    "  tailor's    shop '' 
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spoken  of  above,  a  Bible,  a  small  volume  of  Shakspere,  and  -wTiting  utensils. 
To  its  top  was  strapped  a  double  woolen  blanket  and  a  rubber  one.  Many  other 
tilings  were  left  behind  because  of  lack  of  room  in  or  about  the  knaj^saek.  ^ 

On  our  arrival  in  Boston  we  were  marched  through  the  streets  —  the  iirst 
march  of  any  consequence  we  had  taken  with  our  knapsacks  and  equipments. 
Oiu"  dress  consisted  of  a  belt  about  the  body,  which  held  a  cartridge-box 
and  bayonet,  a  cross-belt,  also  a  haversack  and  tin  drinking-cup,  a  canteen, 
and,  last  but  not  least,  the  knapsack  stra]3ped  to  the  back.  The  strains  ran 
over,  around,  and  about  one,  in  confusion  most  perplexing  to  ouv  unsoiihisti- 
cated  shoidders,  the  knapsack  constantly  gi^dng  the  wearer  the  feeling  that  he 
was  being  pulled  over  backward.  My  canteen  banged  against  my  bayonet, 
both  tin  cup  and  Ijayonet  badly  interfered  with  the  butt  of  my  musket,  while 
my  cartridge-box  and  haversack  were  constantly  fioiiping  up  and  down — the 
whole  jangling  like  loose  harness  and  chains  on  a  runaway  horse.  As  we 
marched  into  Boston  Common,  I  involuntarily  cast  my  eye  about  for  a  bench. 
But  for  a  former  experience  in  offering  advice,  I  should  have  proposed  to  the 
captain  to  "  chip  in  "  and  hire  a  team  to  carry  our  equipments.  Such  was  my 
first  experience  in  war  harness.  Afterward,  with  hardened  muscles,  rendered 
athletic  by  long  marches  and  invigorated  by  hardships,  I  could  look  back 
upon  those  days  and  smile,  while  carrying  a  knapsack  as  lightly  as  my  heart. 
That  morning  my  heart  was  as  heavy  as  my  knapsack.     At  last  the  welcome 

i  It  is  said  by  one  of  the  ''  Montieello  Guards,"  that  most  of  its  members  started  for  Bull  Run  with  a 
trunk  and  an  abundant  supply  of  tine  linen  shirts. — Editors. 
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On  tlie  27tli  of  April,  1861,  General  B.  F.  Butler  was 
assigned  to  the  command  of  the  Department  of  Anna- 
polis, \vliicli  did  not  iiielnde  Baltimore.  On  the  oth  of 
May,  witli  two  regiments  and  a  battery  of  artillery,  lie 
moved  from  Wa.shinuton  to  tlie  Relay  House,  on  the 
Baltimore  and  Oliiii  Railway,  7  miles  from  Baltimore,  at 
the  ,luncti<m  of  the  Washington  branch.  He  fortified 
this  position,  and  on  the  lath  entered  Baltimore  and 


occupied  and  fortified  Federal  Hill,  overlooking  the 
harbor  and  commanding  the  eity.  Ou  the  1.5th  be  was 
fi)llowed  in  command  of  the  Department  by  General 
Georse  Cadwalader,  who  was  succeeded  on  the  11th  of 
June  by  General  N.  P.  Banks,  who  administered  the 
Department  until  succeeded  by  General  John  A.  Dix, 
July  2;id,  1861.  On  the  2id  of  May  General  Butler 
assumed  command  at  Fort  Slonroc.  Va. 


orders  came :  "  Prepare  to  open  ranks  !  Bear,  open  order,  mareli !  Right 
dress  !  Front !  Order  arms  !  Fix  bayonets  !  Stack  arms  !  I'n.slini!:  knapsaek.s ! 
In  place,  rest ! " 

The  tendency  of  raw  soldiers  at  first  is  to  overload  themselves.  Ou  the  first 
long  march  the  reaction  sets  in,  and  the  recruit  goes  to  the  opposite  extreme, 
not  carrying  enough,  and  thereby  becoming  dependent  upon  his  corm-ades. 
Old  soldiers  preserve  a  happy  medium.  I  have  seen  a  new  regiment  start  out 
with  a  lot  of  indescribable  material,  inclutiing  sheet -ii'ou  stoves,  aud  come  back 
after  a  long  march  covered  with  more  mud  than  baggage,  stripped  of  every- 
thing except  blankets,  haversacks,  canteens,  muskets,  and  cartridge-boxes. 

During  that  afternoon  in  Boston,  after  marching  and  counteriuarehing,  or, 
as  one  of  our  farmer-boy  recruits  expresseil  it,  after  "hawing  and  geeiug" 
about  the  streets,  we  were  sent  to  Fort  Independence  for  the  night  for  safe- 
keeping. A  company  of  regulars  held  the  fort,  and  the  guards  walked  their 
post  with  an  uprightness  that  was  astonishing.  Our  first  impression  of  them 
was  that  there  was  a  needless  amount  of  "  wheel  about  and  turn  about,  and 
walk  just  so,"  and  of  saluting,  and  presenting  arms.    AVe  were  all  marched  to 
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our  quarters  withiu  the  fort,  wliere  we  unslung  our  knapsacks.  After  the 
first  day's  struggle  with  a  knapsack,  the  general  verdict  was,  "  got  too  much 
of  it."  At  supper-time  we  were  marched  to  the  dining-barracks,  where  our 
bill  of  fare  was  beefsteak,  coffee,  wheat  bread,  and  potatoes,  but  not  a  sign 
of  milk  or  butter.  It  struck  me  as  queer  when  I  heard  that  the  army  was 
never  provided  with  butter  and  milk. 

The  next  day  we  started  for  Washington,  by  rail.  We  marched  through  New 
York's  crowded  streets  without  awakening  the  enthusiasm  we  thought  our 
due ;  for  we  had  read  of  the  exciting  scenes  attending  the  departure  of  the 
New  York  7th  for  Washington,  on  the  day  the  6th  Massachusetts  was 
mobbed  in  Baltimore,  and  also  of  the  march  of  the  12th  Massachusetts  down 
Broadway  on  the  24th  of  July,  when  the  regiment  sang  the  then  new  and 
always  thrilling  lyi'ic,  "John  Brown's  Body."  The  following  morning  we 
took  breakfast  in  Philadelphia,  where  we  were  attended  by  matrons  and 
maidens,  who  waited  upon  us  with  thoughtful  tenderness,  as  if  they  had  been 
our  own  mothers  and  sweethearts  instead  of  strangers.  They  feasted  us  aud 
then  filled  our  haversacks.  God  bless  them !  If  we  did  not  quite  appreciate 
them  then,  we  did  afterward.  After  embarking  on  the  cars  at  Philadelphia, 
the  waving  of  handkerchiefs  was  less  and  less  noticeable  along  the  route. 
We  arrived  in  Baltimore  late  at  night ;  Union  troops  now  controlled  the  city, 
and  we  marched  through  its  deserted  streets  unmolested.  On  oui'  arrival  at 
Washington  the  next  morning,  we  were  marched  to  barracks,  dignified  by  the 
name  of  "  Soldiers'  Retreat,"  where  each  man  received  a  half  loaf  of  "  soft- 
tack,"  as  we  had  ah-eady  begun  to  call  wheat  bread,  with  a  piece  of  "  salt 
junk,"  about  as  big  aud  tough  as  the  heel  of  my  government  shoe,  and  a 
quart  of  coffee, — which  constituted  oui"  breakfast.  Our  first  day  in  Wash- 
ington was  spent  in  shaving,  washing,  polishing  our  brasses  and  buttons,  and 
eleaning-up  for  inspection.  A  day  or  two  later  we  moved  to  quai'ters  not 
far  from  the  armory,  looking  out  on  the  broad  Potomac,  within  sight  of  Long 
Bridge  and  the  city  of  Alexandria. 

Here  and  there  the  sound  of  a  gun  broke  the  serenity,  but  otherwise  the 
qrdet  seemed  inconsistent  with  the  war  preparations  going  on  around  us.  In 
the  distance,  across  the  wide  river,  we  could  see  the  steeples  and  towers  of  the 
city  of  Alexandria,  while  up  stream,  on  the  right,  was  the  Long  Bridge.  Here 
and  there  was  to  be  seen  the  moving  panorama  of  armed  men,  as  a  regimeut 
crossed  the  bridge ;  a  flash  of  sunlight  on  the  polished  muskets  revealed  them 
to  the  eye;  while  the  white-topped  army  baggage-wagons  filed  over  in  con- 
stant procession,  looking  like  sections  of  whitewashed  fence  in  motion.  The 
overgrown  country  village  of  that  period,  called  Washington,  can  be  described 
in  a  few  words.  There  were  wide  streets  stretching  out  from  a  common  center 
like  a  spider's  web.  The  Capitol,  with  its  unfinished  dome ;  the  Patent  Office, 
the  Treasury,  and  the  other  public  buildings,  were  in  marked  and  classic  con- 
trast with  the  dilapidated,  tumble-down,  shabby  look  of  the  average  homes, 
stores,  groceries,  and  groggeries,  which  increased  in  shabbiness  and  dirty  dilapi- 
dation as  they  approached  the  subui-bs.  The  climate  of  Washington  was 
genial,  but  in  the  winter  mouths  the  mud  was  fearful.     I  have  drilled  in  it. 
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PENNSYLVANIA    AVENUE,    WASHINGTON.      FROM    A    SKETi.II    MADE    IN    l^'l. 

marched  in  it,  and  run  from  the  i^rovost-gTiard  iu  it,  and  I  think  I  appreciate 
it  from  actual  and  familiar  knowledge.  In  the  lower  quarter  of  the  city 
there  was  not  a  piece  of  sidewalk.  Even  Pennsylvania  Avenue,  with  its  side- 
walks, was  extremely  dirty ;  and  the  cavalcade  of  teams,  artilleiy  caissons, 
and  baggage-wagons,  with  their  hea"\y  wheels,  stirred  the  mud  into  a  stiff 
batter  for  the  pedestrian. 

Officers  in  tinsel  and  gold  lace  were  so  thick  on  Pennsylvania  Avenue  that 
it  was  a  severe  trial  for  a  private  to  walk  there.  The  salute  exacted  1>y 
officers,  of  bringing  the  hand  to  the  ^asor  of  the  cap,  extending  the  arm  to  its 
full  length,  and  then  letting  it  drop  1)y  the  side,  was  tiresome  when  followed 
up  with  the  industry  required  by  this  horde.  Perhaps  I  exaggerate,  but  iu  a 
half-hour's  walk  on  the  avenue  I  think  I  have  saluted  two  hundred  officers. 
Brigadier-generals  were  more  numerous  there  than  I  ever  knew  them  to  l.ie  at 
the  front.  These  officers,  many  of  whom  won  their  positions  liy  political 
wire-pulling  at  Washington,  we  privates  thought  the  great  bane  of  the  war ; 
they  ought  to  have  been  sent  to  the  front  rank  of  battle,  to  serve  as  piivates 
until  they  had  learned  the  duties  of  a  soldier.  Mingled  with  these  gaudy, 
useless  officers  were  citizens  in  search  of  fat  contracts,  privates,  "non-com's" 
and  officers  whose  uniforms  were  well  worn  and  faded,  sho\\ing  that  they 
were  from  encampments  and  active  service.  Occasionally  a  regiment  passed 
through  the  streets,  on  the  way  to  camp ;  all  surged  up  aiitl  down  wide 
Pennsylvania  Avenue. 

The  soldiers  of  this  period  were  eag(n'  t(^  coUect  mementoes  of  the  war. 
One  of  my  acquaintances  in  another  reginnnit  made  sketches  of  the  different 
cainps  he  had  visited  around  AVashingtou,  including  '' Bright  wood  "  and  Camp 
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Cameron ;  the  latter  he  termed  " a  nursery  for  brigadiei-generals."  Another 
friend  hoarded  specimens  of  official  signatures  and  passes  issued  in  Wash- 
ington, conspicuous  among  which  was  a  pass  with  the  well-known  John- 
Hancock-like  signature  of  Drake  De  Kay.     (See  page  173.) 

Before  enlisting,  and  while  on  a^^sitto  a  neighboring  town,  I  was  one  even- 
ing at  the  village  store,  when  the  talk  turned  upon  the  duration  of  the  war. 
Jim  Tinkham,  the  clerk  of  the  grocery  store,  announced  his  belief  in  a  sixty 
days'  war.  I  modestly  asked  him  for  more  time.  The  older  ones  agreed  with 
Jim  and  argued,  as  was  common  at  that  time,  that  the  Government  would 
soon  blockade  all  the  rebel  ports  and  starve  them  out.  Tinkham  proposed 
to  wager  a  sujiper  for  those  present,  if  the  rebels  did  not  sru-render  before 
snow  came  that  year.  I  accepted.  Xeither  of  us  put  up  any  money,  and 
in  the  excitement  of  the  weeks  which  followed  I  had  forgotten  the  wager. 
During  my  first  week  in  Washington,  whom  should  I  meet  but  Jim  Tinkham, 
the  apostle  of  the  sixty-day  theory.  He  was  brown  with  sunljimi,  and  clad 
in  a  rusty  uniform  which  showed  service  in  the  field.  He  was  a  veteran,  for 
he  had  been  at  the  battle  of  Bull  Run.  He  confidentially  declared  that 
after  getting  the  order  to  retreat  at  that  l^attle,  he  should  not  have  stopped 
short  of  Boston  if  he  had  not  been  halted  by  a  soldier  with  a  musket,  after 
crossing  Long  Bridge. 
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VIRGINIA   SCENES   IN  "61. 

BY  CONSTANCE  CARY  HARRLSON. 

THE  only  association  I  have  with  my  old  home  in 
^"il•ginia  that  is  not  one  of  unmixed  happiness 
relates  to  the  time  immediately  succeeding  the  exe- 
cution of  John  Brown  at  Harper's  Ferry.  Our 
homestead  was  in  Fairfax  County,  at  some  dis- 
tance from  the  theater  of  that  tragic  episode ;  and, 
belonging  as  we  did  to  a  family  among  the  first  in 
the  State  to  manumit  slaves, — our  grauflfather  hav- 
ing set  free  those  that  came  to  him  hy  inheritance, 
and  the  jieople  who  served  us  being  hired  from  their 
owners  and  remaining  in  our  employ  thi-ough  years  of  kimlliest  relations, — 
there  seemed  to  be  no  especial  reason  for  us  to  share  in  the  apprehension  of  an 
uprising  of  the  blacks.  But  there  was  the  fear  —  unspoken,  or  pooh-poohed 
at  by  the  men  who  were  mouth-pieces  for  our  community — dark,  boding, 
oppressive,  and  altogether  hateful.  I  can  remember  taking  it  to  bed  with  me 
at  night,  and  awaking  suddenly  oftentimes  to  confront  it  through  a  vigil  of 
nervous  terror,  of  which  it  never  occm-red  to  me  to  speak  to  any  one.  The 
notes  of  whip-poor-wills  in  the  sweet-gum  swamp  near  the  stable,  the  mut- 
terings  of  a  distant  thunder-storm,  even  the  rustle  of  the  night  wind  in  the 
oaks  that  shaded  my  window,  filled  me  with  nameless  dread.  In  the  day- 
time it  seemed  impossible  to  associate  suspicion  with  those  familiar  ta'miy  or 
sable  faces  that  surrounded  us.  We  had  seen  them  for  so  many  years  smil- 
ing or  saddening  with  the  family  joys  or  soitows  ;  they  were  so  guileless,  so 
patient,  so  satisfied.  What  subtle  influence  was  at  work  that  should  trans- 
form them  into  tigers  thu'sting  for  our  blood  ?  The  idea  was  preposterous. 
But  when  evening  came  again,  and  with  it  the  hour  when  the  colored  people 
(who  in  smumer  and  autumn  weather  kept  astir  hah  the  night)  assembled 
themselves  together  for  dance  or  prayer-meeting,  the  ghost  that  refused  to  he 
laid  was  again  at  one's  elbow.  Rusty  l)olts  were  drawn  and  rusty  fire-arms 
loaded.  A  watch  was  set  where  never  liefore  had  eye  or  ear  been  lent  to  such 
a  service.     In  short,  peace  had  flown  from  the  liorders  of  Virginia. 

Although  the  newspapers  were  full  of  secession  talk  and  the  matter  was 
eagerly  discussed  at  our  tables,  I  cannot  remember  that,  as  late  as  Christmas- 
time of  the  year  1860,  coming  events  had  cast  any  definite  shadow  on  our 
homes.  The  jieople  in  our  neighborhood,  of  one  ojiinion  with  their  dear  and 
honored  friend,  Colonel  Robert  E.  Lee,  of  Arlington,  were  slow  to  accept  the 
startling  siiggestiou  of  disruption  of  the  Union.  At  any  rate,  we  enjoyed  the 
usual  holiday  gathering  of  kinsfolk  in  the  usual  fashion.  The  old  Vaucluse 
house,  known  for  many  years  past  as  a  center  of  cheerful  hospitality  in  the 
county,  tlirew  mde  open  its  doors  to  receive  all  the  members  who  could  be 
gathered  there  of  a  large  family  ciri'li\     The  woods  about  Avero  despoiled  of 
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holly  and  spruce,  piue  and  cedar,  to  deck  the  walls  and  wreathe  the  jjicture- 
frames.  On  Christmas  Eve  we  had  a  grand  rally  of  youths  and  boys  belonging 
to  the  "clan,"  as  they  loved  to  call  it,  to  roll  in  a  yule  log,  which  was  deposited 
upon  a  glowing  bed  of  coals  in  the  big  "  red-parlor"  fire-place,  and  sit  about  it 
afterward,  welcoming  the  Christmas  in  with  goblets  of  egg-nog  and  apple-toddy. 

"  Where  shall  we  be  a  year  hence  f "  some  one  asked  at  a  paiise  in  the  merry 
chat ;  and,  in  the  brief  silence  that  followed,  arose  a  sudden  si^eetral  thought 
of  war.   All  felt  its  i^resence ;  no  one  cared  to  speak  fii'st  of  its  grim  j)ossibilities. 

On  Christmas  Eve  of  the  following  year  the  old  house  lay  in  ruins,  a  sacri- 
fice by  Union  troops  to  militai-y  necessity ;  the  forest  giants  that  kept  watch 
around  her  walls  had  been  cut  down  and  made  to  serve  as  breastworks  for  a 
fort  erected  on  the  Vaucluse  property  as  part  of  the  defenses  of  Washington. 
Of  the  young  men  and  boys  who  took  part  in  that  holiday  festivity,  all  were 
in  the  active  service  of  the  South, —  one  of  them,  alas !  soon  to  fall  under  a 
rain  of  shot  and  shell  beside  his  gun  at  Fredericksburg ;  the  youngest  of  the 
number  had  left  his  mother's  knee  to  fight  at  Manassas,  and  found  himself, 
before  the  year  was  out,  a  midshipman  aboard  the  Confederate  steamer 
Nashville^  on  her  cruise  in  distant  seas! 

My  first  vivid  impression  of  war-days  was  during  a  ramble  in  the  neigh- 
boring woods  one  Sunday  afternoon  in  spring,  when  the  young  people  in 
a  happy  band  set  out  in  search  of  wild  flowers.  Pink  honeysuckles,  l>lue 
lupine,  beds  of  fairy  flax,  anemones,  and  ferns  in  abundance  sprung  under 
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the  canopy  of  young  leaves  on  the  forest  boughs,  and  the  air  was  full  of  the 
song  of  bii'ds  and  the  music  of  running  waters.  We  knew  eveiy  mossy  path 
far  and  near  in  those  woods  ;  every  tree  had  been  watched  and  chemhed  by 
those  who  went  before  us,  and  dearer  than  any  other  spot  on  earth  was  our 
tranquil,  sweet  Vaucluse.  Suddenly  the  shrill  whistle  of  a  locomotive  strack 
the  ear,  an  unwonted  sound  on  Sunday.  "  Do  you  know  what  that  means  ? " 
said  one  of  the  older  cousins  who  accompanied  the  party.  "  It  is  the  special 
train  carrying  Alexandria  volunteers  to  Manassas,  and  to-moiTOw  I  shall 
follow  with  my  company."  Silence  fell  upon  our  little  band.  A  cloud 
seemed  to  come  between  us  and  the  sun.  It  was  the  Ijegininng  of  the  end 
too  soon  to  come. 

The  story  of  one  Ijroken  circle  is  the  story  of  another  at  the  outset  of  such 
a  war.  Before  the  week  was  over,  the  scattering  of  om*  household,  which  no 
one  then  believed  to  be  more  than  temjiorary,  had  begun.  Living  as  we  did 
upon  ground  likely  to  be  in  the  track  of  armies  gathering  to  confront  each 
other,  it  was  deemed  advisaljle  to  send  the  children  and  young  gu-ls  into  a 
place  more  remote  from  chances  of  danger.  Some  weeks  later  the  heads  of 
the  household,  two  widowed  sisters  whose  sons  were  at  Manassas,  di'ove 
away  from  their  home  in  their  carriage  at  early  morning,  ha^^ng  spent  the 
previous  night  in  company  with  a  half-gi'own  lad  digging  in  the  cellar  hasty 
graves  for  the  interment  of  two  boxes  of  old  English  silver-ware,  heirlooms 
in  the  family,  for  which  there  was  no  time  to  proidde  otherwise.  Although 
the  enemy  were  long  encamped  immediately  above  it  after  the  house  was 
burnt  the  following  year,  this  silver  was  found  there  when  the  war  had  ended; 
it  was  lying  loose  in  the  earth,  the  boxes  haWng  rotted  away. 

The  point  at  which  our  family  reunited  within  the  Confederate  lines  was 
Bristoe,  the  station  next  beyond  Manassas,  a  cheerless  railway  inn ;  a  part  of 
the  premises  was  used  as  a  country  grocery  store ;  and  there  quarters  were 
secured  for  us  with  a  view  to  being  near  the  army.  By  this  time  aU  our 
kith  and  kin  of  fighting  age  had  joined  the  volunteers.  One  cannot  pic- 
ture accommodations  more  forlorn  than  these  eagerly  taken  for  us  and  for 
other  families  attracted  to  Bristoe  by  the  same  powerfid  magnet.  The  sum- 
mer sun  poured  its  burning  rays  upon  whitewashed  walls  unshaded  by  a  tree. 
Our  bedrooms  were  almost  uninhabitable  liy  day  or  night,  our  fare  the  plain- 
est. From  the  windows  we  beheld  only  a  flat,  uncultivated  country,  crossed 
by  red-clay  roads,  then  ankle-deep  in  dust.  We  learned  to  look  for  all  excite- 
ment to  the  glittering  lines  of  railway  track,  along  which  continually  thun- 
dered trains  bound  to  and  from  the  front.  It  was  impossible  to  allow  such  a 
train  to  pass  without  running  out  iipou  the  platform  to  salute  it.  for  in  this 
way  we  greeted  many  an  ol<l  friend  or  relative  buttoned  up  in  the  smart  gray 
uniform,  speeding  with  high  hope  to  the  scene  of  coming  conflict.  Such  shouts 
as  went  up  from  sturdy  throats  Avhile  we  stood  waving  hands,  handkerchiefs, 
or  the  rough  woolen  gai'ments  we  were  at  work  upon  !  Then  fairly  awoke  the 
spirit  that  made  of  Southern  women  the  inspiration  of  Southern  men  through- 
out the  war.  Most  of  the  young  fellows  we  knew  ami  were  cheering  onward 
wore  the  uniform  of  privates,  and  for  the  right  to  wear  it  had  left  homes  of 
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ease  and  luxiuy.  To  such  we  gave  our  best  homage ;  and  from  that  time  forth 
the  youth  who  Avas  hikewarm  in  the  cause  or  unambitious  of  miUtary  glory 
fared  uncomfortably  in  the  presence  of  the  average  Confederate  maiden. 

Thanks  to  our  own  carriage,  we  were  able  during  those  rallying  days  of 
June  to  drive  frequently  to  visit  "  the  boys  "  in  camp,  timing  the  expeditions 
to  include  battalion  drill  and  dress  parade,  and  taking  tea  afterward  in  the 
different  tents.  Then  were  the  gala  days  of  war,  and  our  proud  hosts  has- 
tened to  produce  home  dainties  dispatched  from  the  far-away  plantations — 
tears  and  blessings  interspersed  amid  the  packing,  we  were  sure;  though  I 
have  seen  a  pretty  girl  persist  in  declining  other  fare,  to  make  her  meal  upon 
raw  biscuit  and  huckleberry  pie  compounded  by  the  bright-eyed  amateur  cook 
of  a  well-beloved  mess.    Feminine  heroism  could  no  farther  go. 

And  so  the  days  wore  on  until  the  17th  of  July,  when  a  rumor  from  the 
front  sent  an  electric  shock  through  our  circle.  The  enemy  were  moving  for- 
ward !  On  the  morning  of  the  18th  those  who  had  been  able  to  sleep  at  all 
awoke  early  to  listen  for  the  first  guns  of  the  engagement  of  Blackburn's 
Ford.  Deserted  as  the  women  at  Bristoe  were  by  every  male  creatm*e  old 
enough  to  gather  news,  there  was,  for  us,  no  way  of  knowing  the  progress 
of  events  during  the  long,  long  day  of  waiting,  of  watching,  of  weeping,  of 
praying,  of  rushing  out  upon  the  railway  track  to  walk  as  far  as  we  dared  in 
the  direction  whence  came  that  intolerable  booming  of  artillery.  The  cloud  of 
dun  smoke  arising  over  Manassas  became  heavier  in  volume  as  the  day  pro- 
gressed.  Still,  not  a  word  of  tidings,  tiU  toward  afternoon  there  came  limping 
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up  a  single,  very  dii'ty,  soldier  with  his  arm  in  a  sling.  TThat  a  lieaven- 
send  he  was,  if  only  as  an  escape-valve  for  our  pent-up  sympathies  I  We  seized 
him,  we  washed  him,  we  cried  over  him,  we  glorified  him  untU  the  man  was 
fairly  bewildered.  Oui'  best  endeavors  could  only  develop  a  pin-scratch  of  a 
wound  on  his  right  hand ;  Ijut  when  our  hero  had  laid  in  a  substantial  meal 
of  bread  and  meat,  we  plied  him  with  trembling  questions,  each  asking  news 
of  some  staff  or  regiment  or 
company.  It  has  since  oc- 
curred to  me  that  he  was  a 
humorist  in  disguise.  His 
invariable  reply,  as  he  looked 
from  one  to  the  other  of  his 

satellites,    was  :     "  The 

Virginia,  marm  ?  Why,  of 
coase.  They  warn't  no  two 
ways  o'  thinkin'  'bout  that  ar 
reg'ment.  They  just  kircred 
tharselves  with  glory !  " 

A  little  later  two  wagon- 
loads  of  slightly  wounded 
claimed  our  care,  and  with 
them  came  authentic  news 
of  the  day.  Most  of  its  re- 
ceived notes  on  paper  torn 
from  a  soldier's  pocket-book  and  gi'imed  with  giinjiowder,  containing 
assurance  of  the  safety  of  our  own.  At  nightfall  a  train  can-png  more 
wounded  to  the  hospitals  at  Culpeper  made  a  halt  at  Bristoe;  and.  preceded 
by  men  holding  lanterns,  we  went  in  among  the  stretchers  with  milk,  food, 
and  water  to  the  sufferers.  One  of  the  first  discoveries  I  made,  liending  over 
in  that  fitful  light,  was  a  young  officer  whom  I  knew  to  be  a  special  object  of 
solicitude  with  one  of  my  comrades  in  the  search ;  but  he  was  liadly  hurt,  and 
neither  he  nor  she  knew  the  other  was  near  until  the  train  had  moved  on. 
The  next  day,  and  the  next,  were  full  of  biu'ning  excitement  over  the  impend- 
ing general  engagement,  which  people  then  said  would  decide  the  fate  of  the 
young  Confederacy.  Fresh  troops  came  liy  with  every  train,  and  we  lived  only 
to  turn  from  one  scene  to  anothtn-  of  welcome  and  farewell.  On  Satixrday  even- 
ing arriveil  a  message  from  General  Beauregard,  saying  that  early  on  Sunday 
an  engine  and  car  would  l>e  put  at  oiu*  disposal,  to  take  us  to  some  point  more 
remote  from  danger.  We  looked  at  one  another,  and,  tacitly  agiveing  the  gal- 
lant general  had  sent  not  an  order  but  a  suggestion,  declined  his  kind  ]>r(^posal. 

Another  unspeakably  long  day,  full  of  the  straining  anguish  of  suspense. 
Dawning  bright  and  fair,  it  closed  under  a  sky  darkened  by  cannon-smoke. 
The  roar  of  guns  seemed  never  to  cease.  First,  a  long  sidlen  boom ;  then  a 
sharper  rattling  fire,  painfully  distinct ;  then  stragglers  from  the  field,  "with 
varying  rumors;  at  last,  the  news  of  victory;  and,  as  before,  the  wounded, 
to  force  our  numbed  faculties  into  serAdce.     One  of  our  group,  the  mother  of 
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au  only  sou  barely  fifteen  years  of  age,  lieard  that  her  boy,  after  being  in  action 
all  the  early  part  of  the  clay,  had  through  sheer  fatigue  fallen  asleep  upon 
the  gTouud,  where  he  was  fouud  resting  peacef uU}-  amidst  the  roar  of  the  guns. 

A  few  days  later  we  rode  over  the  field.  The  tramjiled  grass  had  begun 
to  spring  again,  and  wild  flowers  were  blooming  around  carelessly  made 
gi'aves.  From  one  of  these  impei'f  ect  mounds  of  clay  I  saw  a  hand  extended ; 
and  when,  years  afterward,  I  visited  the  tomb  of  Rousseau  beneath  the 
Pantheon  in  Paris,  where  a  sculptiu'ed  hand  bearing  a  torch  proti'udes  from 
the  sarcophagus,  I  thought  of  that  mournful  spectacle  upon  the  field  of 
Manassas.  Fences  were  everywhere  thrown  down;  the  undergrowth  of  the 
woods  was  riddled  with  shot;  here  and  there  we  came  upon  spiked  guns, 
disabled  gun-carriages,  cannon-balls,  blood-stained  blankets,  and  dead  horses. 
We  were  glad  enough  to  turn  away  and  gallop  homeward. 

With  August  heats  and  lack  of  water,  Bristoe  was  forsaken  for  quarters 
near  Culpe]3er,  where  my  mother  went  into  the  soldiers'  barracks,  sharing 
soldiers'  accommodations,  to  nurse  the  wounded.  In  Sej)tember  quite  a  party 
of  us,  upon  invitation,  ^dsited  the  difi'erent  headquarters.  We  stopped  over- 
night at  Manassas,  five  ladies,  sleeping  upon  a  couch  made  of  rolls  of  car- 
tridge-flannel, in  a  tent  guarded  by  a  f aithfid.  sentry.  I  remember  the  comical 
effect  of  the  five  bird-cages  (of  a  kind  without  which  no  self-respecting  young 
woman  of  that  day  would  j^resent  herself  in  public)  sus^jended  upon  a  line 
running  across  the  upper  part  of  our  teut,  after  we  had  reluctantly  removed 
them  in  order  to  adjust  ourselves  for  repose.  Our  progi'ess  during  that  mem- 
orable visit  was  royal ;  an  amliulance  with  a  picked  troop  of  cavalrymen  had 
been  placed  at  our  service,  and  the  convoy  was  "  jjersonally  conducted  "  by  a 
pleasing  variety  of  distinguished  officers.  It  was  at  this  time,  after  a  supper 
at  the  headciuarters  of  the  "  Maryland  line  "  at  Fau-fax,  that  the  afterward  uni- 
versal war-song,  "  My  Maryland !"  was  put  afloat  upon  the  tide  of  army  favor. 
We  were  sitting  outside  a  tent  in  the  warm  starlight  of  an  early  autumn  night, 
when  music  was  proposed.  At  once  we  struck  up  Randall's  verses  to  the 
tune  of  the  old  college  song,  "  Lauiiger  Horatius," — a  young  lady  of  the  party, 
Jennie  Gary,  of  Baltimore,  having  recently  set  them  to  this  music  before 
lea^ving  home  to  share  the  fortunes  of  the  Confederacy.  All  joined  in  the  ring- 
ing chorus ;  and,  when  we  finished,  a  bru'st  of  applause  came  from  some  soldiers 
listening  in  the  darkness  behind  a  belt  of  trees.  oSText  day  the  melody  was 
hummed  far  and  near  through  the  camps,  and  in  due  time  it  had  gained 
the  place  of  favorite  song  in  the  army.  Other  songs  sung  that  evening, 
which  afterward  had  a  great  vogue,  were  one  beginning  "  By  blue  Patajisco's 
billowy  dash,"  and  "  The  years  glide  slowly  by,  Lorena." 

Another  incident  of  note,  dm-ing  the  autumn  of  '61,  was  that  to  my  cousins, 
Hetty  and  Jennie  Gary,  and  to  me  was  intrusted  the  making  of  the  first  three 
battle-flags  of  the  Confederacy.  They  were  jaanty  squares  of  scarlet  crossed 
with  dark  blue  edged  with  white,  the  cross  bearing  stars  to  indicate  the 
number  of  the  seceded  States.  We  set  our  best  stitches  upon  them,  edged 
them  with  golden  fringes,  and,  when  they  were  finished,  dispatched  one 
to  Johnston,  another  to  Beauregard,  and  tlie  third  to  Earl  Van  Dorn,  then 
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commandiug  infantry  at  Manassas.  Tlie  Vjauuers  were  received  witli  all 
possible  enthusiasm;  were  toasted,  feted,  and  cheered  abundantly.  After 
two  years,  when  Van  Dorn  had  been  killed  in  Tennessee,  mine  came  back 
to  me,  tattered  and  storm-stained  from  long  and  honorable  sei-%'ice  in  the 
field.  But  it  was  only  a  little  while  after  it  had  been  bestowed  that  there 
arrived  one  day  at  oui'  lodgings  in  Culpeper  a  huge,  bashful  Mississipfd 
scout, —  one  of  the  most  daring  in  the  ai-my, — with  the  frame  of  a  Hercides 
and  the  face  of  a  child.  He  had  Ijeen  bidden  to  come  there  by  his  genei-al, 
he  said,  to  ask,  if  I  would  not  give  him  an  or<ler  to  fetch  some  cherished 
object  from  my  dear  old  home — something  that  would  prove  to  me  "how 
much  they  thought  of  the  maker  of  that  flag ! "  A  week  later  I  was  the 
astonished  recipient  of  a  lamented  bit  of  finery  left  "within  the  lines,"  a 
wrap,  brought  to  us  by  Dillon  himself,  with  a  beaming  face.  Mounted  on 
a  load  of  fire-wood,  he  had  gone  through  the  Union  jjickets,  and  while 
peddling  poultry  had  presented  himself  at  the  house  of  my  uncle,  Dr.  Faiif  ax, 
in  Alexandiia,  whence  he  carried  off  his  prize  in  triumph,  ^vith  a  letter  in 
its  folds  telling  us  how  relatives  left  l)ehind  longed  to  be  sharing  the  joys  and 
sorrows  of  those  at  lars-e  in  the  Coufederacv. 


y/A^     ^^Icxl/c^/J^   ^/Lc^o^  ^    ^^ ZZ^^Cy- ^'^^^^'^-^r^^--^ 
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BY  JAMES  B.  FRY,  BREVET  MAJOE-GENEEAL,  U.  S.  A.  (AT  BULL  EUX.  CAI'TAIN  AND  ASSISTAJNT 
ADJUTANT-GENERAL  ON  MCDOWELL'S  STAFFi. 


Jefferson 
and  the  £ 


S  President  Buchanan's  administration  was  cb'awing  to  a 
close,  he  was  forced  by  the  action  of  the  South  to  decide 
whether  the  power  of  the  general  Government  shoidd  be 
used  to  coerce  into  submission  States  that  had  attempted 
to  secede  from  the  LTnion.  His  opinion  was  that  the  con- 
tingency was  not  provided  for,  that  while  a  State  had  no 
I'ight  to  secede,  the  Constitution  gave  no  authority  to 
coerce,  and  that  he  had  no  right  to  do  anything  except 
hold  the  property  and  enforce  the  laws  of  the  United 
States. 

Before  he  went  out  of  office  the  capital  of  the  nation 
seemed  to  be  in  danger  of  seizure.  For  its  protection,  and 
in  order  to  consult  about  holding  Southern  forts  and 
arsenals.  General  Scott  was  in  December  called  to  Wash- 
ington, from  which  he  had  been  absent  since  the  inaugu- 
ration of  Pierce,  who  had  defeated  him  for  the  presidency. 
Davis,  Pierce's  Secretary  of  War,  and  General  Scott  had  quarreled, 
enius  of  acrimony  controlled  the  correspondence  which  took  place 
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J  The  battle  of  Bull  Eun  was  notable  in  a  minor  by  their  several  States.    The  Confederate  uniforms 

way  for  the   varietj'  of  uniforms  worn  on  both  exhibited  similar  variety ;  some  regiments  were  in 

sides  —  a  variety  gi-eater  than  was  shown  in  any  citizens'  di'ess,  and  several  of  the  general  officers 

later  engagement.     The  Federal  blue  had  not  yet  who  had  been  in  the  old  service  —  including,  we 

been  issued,  and  the  troops  wore  either  the  uni-  are  informed,  Generals  Johnston,  Beauregard,  and 

forms  of  their  militia  organizations  (including  vari-  Longstreet  —  still  wore  the   dress  of  the  United 

ous  patterns  of  Zouave  dress)  or  those  furnished  States  Army. —  Editors. 
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between  them.  Not\Titli.stan(liug  the  fact  that  on  account  of  his  age  and 
infii'niities  he  was  soon  overwhelmed  by  the  rush  of  events,  General  Scott's 
laiu-els  had  not  withered  at  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  and  he  bi'ought  to  the 
emergency  ability,  experience,  and  prestige.  A  high  hght  in  the  whole  mili- 
tary world,  he  towered  above  the  rest  of  oui*  army  at  that  time  profession- 
ally as  he  did  physically.  As  the  effect  of  his  unusual  statiu-e  was  increased 
by  contrast  with  a  short  aide-de-camp  (pui-posely  chosen,  it  was  susijected), 
so  was  his  exalted  character  marked  by 
one  or  two  conspicuous  but  not  very 
harmful  foibles.  With  much  learning, 
great  military  ability,  a  strict  sense  of 
justice,  and  a  kind  heart,  he  was  vain 
and  somewhat  petulant.  He  loved  the 
Union  and  hated  Jefferson  Davis. 

By  authority  of  President  Buchanan, 
Scott  assembled  a  small  force  of  regulars 
in  the  capital,  and  for  the  first  time  in 
the  history  of  the  country  the  electoral 
count  was  made  and  a  President  was  in- 
augurated under  the  protection  of  sol- 
diery. But  before  the  inaugiu'ation  of 
Lincoln,  March  iih,  the  secession  move- 
ment had  spread  through  the  "cotton- 
belt"  and  delegates  from  the  secession 
States  had  met  as  a  congress  at  Mont- 
gomery, Alabama,  February  4th.  On  the 
8th  they  had  organized  the  "  Provisional 
Government  of  the  Confederate  States  of 
America,"  and  on  the  9th  had  elected  Jeft'erson  Dax\s 
ander  H.  Stephens  Vice-President. 

When  the  news  of  the  firing  iipon  Sumter  reached  Wasliington,  President 
Lincoln  prepared  a  proclamation,  and  issued  it  April  15th,  convening  Con- 
gress and  calling  forth  7."),000  thn^e-months  militia  to  suppress  combinations 
against  the  Government.  The  Federal  situation  was  alarming.  Sumter  fell  on 
the  13th  of  April,  and  was  evacuated  on  the  14th.  Virginia  seceded  on  the  17th, 
and  seized  Harper's  Ferry  on  the  18th  and  the  Norfolk  Xa^y  Yard  on  the  20th. 
On  the  19th  a  mob  in  Baltimore  assaulted  the  6th  Massachusetts  volunteers 
as  it  passed  through  to  Washington,  and  at  once  bridges  were  Inirned  and 
railway  connnuuication  Avas  cut  off  between  Washington  and  the  North. 

Lincoln  had  had  no  experience  as  a  party  leader  or  executive  officer,  and 
was  without  knowledge  of  military  affairs  or  acquaintance  with  military  men. 
Davis  at  the  head  of  the  Confederacy  was  an  experienced  and  ai'knowledged 
Southern  lender ;  he  was  a  graduati^  of  the  Military  Academy:  had  connnautled 
a  regiment  in  the  Mexican  war;  liad  ln'ini  Secretaiy  of  War  under  Presi- 
dent Pierce,  and  liad  been  cliainunn  of  the  Military  Committee  in  the  United 
States  Senate  up  to  the  time  he  left  Congress  to  take  part  with  the  South. 
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He  was  not  only  well  versed  in  everything  relating  to  war,  but  was 
tliorouglily  informed  concerning  the  character  and  capacity  of  prominent 
and  promising  officers  of  the  army.  There  was  nothing  experimental  in 
his  choice  of  high  military  commanders.  With  bnt  few  exceptions,  those 
appointed  at  the  beginning  retained  command  until  they  lost  their  hves  or 
the  war  closed. 

The  Southern  States,  all  claiming  to  be  independent  repul^lics  after  seces- 
sion, with  all  theii"  governmental  machinery,  including  militia  and  volunteer 
organizations,  in  complete  working  order,  transferred  themselves  as  States 
from  the  Union  to  the  Confederacy.  The  organization  of  a  general  govern- 
ment from  such  elements,  with  war  as  its  immediate  purpose,  was  a  simple 
matter.  Da\ds  had  only  to  accept  and  arrange,  according  to  his  ample  infor- 
mation and  well-matured  judgment,  the  abiuidant  and  ambitious  material 
at  hand  in  the  way  that  he  thought  would  best  secure  his  purposes.  Lincoln 
had  to  adapt  the  machinery  of  a  conservative  old  government,  some  of  it 
unsuitable,  some  unsound,  to  sudden  demands  for  which  it  was  not  designed. 
The  talents  of  Simon  Cameron,  his  first  Secretary  of  War,  were  political,  not 
military.  He  was  a  kind,  gentle,  placid  man,  gifted  with  powers  to  persuade, 
not  to  command.  Shrewd  and  skilled  in  the  management  of  business  and 
personal  matters,  he  had  no  knowledge  of  military  affairs, 
and  could  not  give  the  President  much  assistance  in  as- 
sembhiig  and  organizing  for  war  the  earnest  and  impa- 
tient, but  unmilitary  jaeople  of  the  Xorth. 

Officers  from  all  departments  of  the  Federal  ci^il  service 
hurried  to  the  Confederacy  and  placed  themselves  at  the 
disposal  of  Da\is,  and  officers  from  all  the  corps  of  the 
regular  army,  most  of  them  full  of  \'igor,  with  the  same 
education  and  exjjerience  as  those  who  remained,  went 
South  and  awaited  assignment  to  the  duties  for  which 
Davis  might  regard  them  as  best  quaUfied.  All  Confed- 
erate offices  were  vacant,  and  the  Confederate  President 
had  large  if  not  absolute  power  in  tilling  them.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  ci^il  offices  under  Lincoln  were  occupied 
or  controlled  Ijy  party,  and  in  the  small  regirlar  army  of 
the  Union  the  law  required  that  vacancies  should  as  a 
rule  be  filled  by  seniority.  There  was  no  retired  list  for 
the  disabled,  and  the  army  was  weighed  down  by  lon- 
gevity; by  venerated  traditions ;  by  prerogatives  of  service 
rendered  in  former  wars ;  by  the  firmly  tied  red-tape  of  military  bureauism, 
and  by  the  deep-seated  and  well-founded  fear  of  the  auditors  and  comp- 
trollers of  the  treasury.  Nothing  but  time  and  experience — possibly  nothing 
but  disaster — could  remove  from  the  path  of  the  Union  President  difficulties 
from  which  the  Confederate  President  was,  by  the  situation,  quite  free.  In 
the  beginning  of  the  war,  the  military  advantage  was  on  the  side  of  the  Con- 
federates, notwithstanding  the  greater  resom'ces  of  the  North,  which  produced 
their  effect  only  as  the  contest  was  prolonged. 
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After  the  filing  of  the  first  gnu  upon  Sumter,  the  two  sides  were  equally 
active  in  marshaling  their  forces  on  a  line  along  the  border  States  from 
the  Atlantic  coast  of  Virginia  in  the  east  to  Kansas  in  the  west.  Many 
of  the  earlier  collisions  along  this  line  were  due  rather  to  special  causes  or 
local  feeling  than  to  genei'al  military  considerations.  The  prompt  advance 
of  the  LTnion  forces  under  McClellan  to  "West  A'irginia  was  to  jn-otect  that 
new-born  free  State.  Patterson's  movement  to  Hagerstown  and  thence  to 
Harper's  Ferry  was  to  prevent  Maryland  from  joining  or  aiiling  the  rebeUiou, 
to  re-open  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad,  and  prevent  invasion  from  the 
Shenandoah  Valley.  The  Southerners  having  left  the  I'nion  and  set  up  the 
Confederacy  upon  the  principle  of  State  rights,  in  \iolatiou  of  that  principle 
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invaded  the  State  of  Kentucky  in  opposition  to  her  apparent  pvu'pose  of 
armed  neutrality.  Tliat  made  Kentucky  a  field  of  early  hostilities  and  helped 
to  anchor  her  to  the  Union.  Missomi  was  rescued  from  secession  through  the 
energy  of  General  F.  P.  Blair  and  her  other  Union  men,  and  by  the  indomi- 
table will  of  Captain  Lyon  of  the  regular  army,  whose  great  work  was  accom- 
plished under  many  disadvantages.  In  illustration  of  the  difificulty  with  which 
the  new  condition  of  affaii's  penetrated  the  case-hardened  bureauism  of  long 
peace,  it  may  be  mentioned  that  the  venerable  adjutant-general  of  the  army, 
when  a  crisis  was  at  hand  in  Missoui'i,  came  from  a  consultation  with  the 
President  and  Secretary  Cameron,  and  with  a  sorry  expres- 
sion of  countenance  and  an  ominous  shake  of  the  head 
exclaimed,  "  It's  bad,  very  bad ;  we're  giving  that  young 
man  Lyon  a  great  deal  too  much  power  in  Missouri." 

Eai'ly  in  the  contest  another  young  Union  officer  came 
to  the  front.  Major  Irvin  McDowell  was  ai^j^ointed  briga- 
dier-general May  l-lth.  He  was  forty-three  years  of  age, 
of  unexceptionable  habits  and  great  physical  powers.  His 
education,  begun  in  France,  was  continued  at  the  United 
States  Military  Academy,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
1838.  Always  a  close  student,  he  was  well  informed  out- 
side as  well  as  inside  his  profession.  Distinguished  in  the 
Mexican  war,  intensely  Union  in  his  sentiments,  full  of 
energy  and  patriotism,  putsijoken  in  his  oi^inions,  highly 
esteemed  by  General  Scott,  on  whose  staff  he  had  served, 
he  at  once  secured  the  confidence  of  the  President  and  the 
Secretary  of  "War,  under  whose  observation  he  was  serv- 
ing in  Washington.  Without  political  antecedents  or 
acquaintances,  he  was  chosen  for  advancement  on  account  of  his  record, 
his  ability,  and  his  vigor. 

Northern  forces  had  hastened  to  Washington  upon  the  call  of  President 
Lincoln,  but  i^rior  to  May  '2-tth  they  had  been  held  rigidly  on  the  north  side  of 
the  Potomac.  On  the  night  of  May  23d-24th,  the  Confederate  pickets  being 
then  in  sight  of  tl],e  Capitol,  three  columns  were  thrown  across  the  river  by 
General  J.  K.  F.  Mansfield,  then  commanding  the  Department  of  Washing- 
ton, and  a  line  from  Alexandria  below  to  chain-bridge  above  Washington 
was  intrenched  under  guidance  of  able  engineers.  On  the  27th  Brigadier- 
General  Irvin  McDowell  was  placed  in  command  south  of  the  Potomac.  % 

By  the  1st  of  June  the  Southern  Government  had  been  transferred  from 
Montgomery  to  Eichmond,  and  the  capitals  of  the  Union  and  of  the  Confed- 
eracy stood  defiantly  confronting  each  other.  General  Scott  was  in  chief  com- 
mand of  the  Union  forces,  with  McDowell  south  of  the  Potomac,  confronted 
by  his  old  classmate,  Beauregard,  hot  from  the  capture  of  Fort  Sumter. 

%  The  aspect  of  affairs  was  so  threatening  after  and  without  waiting  for  the  meeting  of  Congress, 

President  Lincoln's  call  of  April  15th  for  75,000  the  President   entered  upon  the   creation  of  an 

three-months   militia,  and  General  Scott  was  so  additional  volunteer    army  to    be    composed    of 

averse  to  undertaking  any  active  operations  with  42,034  three-years  men,  together  with  an  increase 

such  short-term  troops,  that,  as  early  as  May  3d,  of  22,714  regulars  and  18,000  seamen. — J.  B.  F. 
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General  Patterson,  of  Pennsylvania,  a  veteran  of  the  war  of  1812  and  the 
war  with  Mexico,  was  in  command  near  Harjier's  Ferry,  oj^posed  liy  General 
Joseph  E.  Johnston.  The  Confederate  President,  Da-s-is,  then  in  Richmond, 
Avith  General  E.  E.  Lee  as  military  adxHser,  exercised  in  person  general 
military  control  of  the  Southern  forces.  The  enemy  to  be  engaged  liy 
McDowell  occupied  what  was  called  the  "Alexandria  line,"  with  head- 
quarters at  Manassas,  the  junction  of  the  Orange  and  ^Ucxandria  -nith  the 
Manassas  Gap  railroad.  Tlie  stream  known  as  Bull  Run,  some  throe  miles 
in  front  of  Manassas,  was  tlie  line  of  defense.  On  Beauregard's  riglit,  30 
miles  away,  at  the  mouth  of  Aquia  Creek,  there  was  a  Confederate  bri- 
gade of  3000  men  and  6  guns  under  General  Holmes.  Tlie  approach  to 
Richmond  from  the  Lower  Chesapeake,  threatened  by  General  B.  F.  Rutlor, 
was    guarded    by    Confederates    under    Generals    Huger    and    Magruder. 
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Ou  Beauregard's  left, 
sixty  miles  distant,  in 
the  Lower  Slienandoah 
YaUey  and  separated 
from  him  by  the  Blue 
Ridge  Mountains,  was 
the  Confederate  army  of 
the  Shenandoah  under 
command  of  General 
Johnston.  Beaui-egard's 
authority  did  not  extend 
over  the  forces  of  John- 
ston, Huger,  Magruder, 
or  Hohnes,  but  Holmes 
was  with  him  before  the 
battle  of  Bull  Run,  and 
so  was  Johnston,  who, 
as  will  appear  more  fully 
hereafter,  joined  at  a 
decisive  moment. 

Early  in  June  Patter- 
son was  pushing  his 
column  against  Harper's 
Ferry,  and  on  the  3d  of 
that  month  McDowell 
was  called  upon  by  Gen- 
eral Scott  to  submit  "  an 
estimate  of  the  niunber 
and  composition  of  a 
column  to  be  pushed 
toward  Manassas  Junc- 
tion and  perhaps  the 
Gap,  say  in  4  or  5  days, 
to  favor  Patterson's 
attack  upon  Harjjer's 
Ferry."  McDowell  had 
then  been  in  command 
at  Arlington  less  than  a 
week,  his  raw  regiments 
south  of  the  Potomac 
were  not  yet  brigaded, 
and  this   was   the  first 


FAC-BIMILE    OF    THE    FACE    OP    A  WASHINGTON  PASS  OF    1861.1 


|.The  bold  signature  of  "Drake  De  Kay"  on  Drake  De  Kay,  who  was  the  son  of  Commodore 
the  passes  issued  by  General  Mansfield  while  com-  George  C.  De  Kay.  closed  his  shipping  and  com- 
manding the  Department  at  Washington,  gave  ee-  mission  office  in  New  York,  with  no  more  ceremony 
lebrity  to  the  young  aide-de-camp  whose  duty  it  than  to  pin  to  the  door  the  statement,  "Gone  to 
was  to  sign  them.     At  the  outbreak  of  the  war  Washington.  Back  at  close  of  war."  He  took  with 
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intimation  he  had  of  offensive  ojjerations. 
He  reported,  June 4th,  that  12,000  infantry, 
2  batteries,  6  or  S  companies  of  eavahy, 
and  a  reserve  of  5000  ready  to  move  from 
Alexandria  would  be  requii'ed.  John- 
ston, however,  gave  up  Hai"per's  Feiiy 
to  Patterson,  and  the  diversion  by  Mc- 
Dowell was  not  ordered.  But  the  public 
demand  for  an  advance  became  impera- 
tive— stimulated  perhaps  by  the  success- 
ful dash  of  fifty  men  of  the  2d  United 
States  Cavalry,  under  Lieutenant  C.  H. 
Tompkins,  through  the  enemy's  outi^osts 
at  Fau'fax  Com-t  House  on  the  night  of 
June  1st,  and  by  the  unfortunate  result  of 
the  movement  of  a  regiment  under  Gen- 
eral Schenck  toward  Vienna,  June  9th, 
as  well  as  by  a  disaster  to  some  of  Gen- 
eral Butler's  troops  on  the  10th  at  Big 
Bethel,  near  Fort  Monroe.  On  the  2-tth 
of  June,  in  compliance  with  verbal  in- 
structions from  General  Scott,  McDowell 
submitted  a  "plan  of  operations  and 
the  composition  of  the  force  requii-ed 
to  carry  it  into  effect."  He  estimated 
the  Confederate  force  at  Manassas  Junc- 
tion and  its  dependencies  at  25,000 
men,  assumed  that  his  movements  could 
not  be  kept  secret  and  that  the  enemy 

him  a  detachment  of  his  employees  aud  offered  his  owu 
and  their  services  to  General  Scott  "  free  of  charge.'' 
Of  course  he  was  not  allowed  to  bear  the  expense  of  his 
contingent,  but  his  services  were  accepted,  and  he 
received  as  lieutenant  the  first  appointment  to  the 
army  from  civil  life  during  the  war.  He  accepted  a 
position  on  General  Mansfield's  staff  aud  accompanied 
that  officer  to  Newport  News,  where,  as  captain  on  the 
staff,  he  distinguished  himself  in  several  daring  adven- 
tures, sometimes  iindertaken  with  the  object  of  getting 
information  of  the  enemy.  In  the  second  Bull  Run 
cani|iai;,'u  lui  was  aide-de-camp  to  General  Pope.  Aftei'- 
waiil  lie  jniiu'il  his  regiment,  the  14th  Regulars,  aud 
he  was  hiTvctted  major  and  lieutenant-colonel  for 
gallant  service  at  the  Wilderness  and  at  Spotsylvania. 

We  are  indebted  to  Mr.  Murat  Halstead,  editor  of 
the  Cincinnati  "Commercial  Gazette,"  for  the  "Drake 
De  Kay  Pass,"  here  reproduced  in  fac-simile.  Of  the 
uses  of  a  bohl  signature  on  the  passes,  Mr.  Halstead 
writes  with  a  characteristic  touch  of  humor:  "A  state- 
ment I  have  heard,  that  the  famous  Drake  De  Kay 
passes  were  written  to  be  read  by  torchlight  at  picket 
posts,  reminds   iiic  that   I  have    pri'scrvcd    one    among 


1 


^ 


^ 


^^ 


^ 


V 

I 


^ 


^  -^ 


\J: 


^^ 


I 


^ 


I 


FACSIMILE    OF    THK    BAlK    OF    THE     PASS- 

my  papers.  It  is  inclosed.  My  recollection 
is  that  the  pass  was  gotten  up  in  this  style 
that  it  might  not  be  easily  imitated.  It  was 
intended  to  supersede  all  other  passes,  and 
did  so.  The  effect  was  to  check  the  promis- 
cuous running  through  the  lines.  It  was 
regarded  at  the  time  as  something  oracular 
and  formidable,  and  as  likely  to  convey  a 
salutary  impression  of  the  power  ami  majesty 
of  the  United  States  of  America.  It  w.is  said 
that  General  Winfield  Scott  was  much  im- 
prosseii  by  it."—  EDITORS. 
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would  call  up  additional  forces  from  all  quarters,  and  added :  "  If  General 
J.  E.  Johnston's  force  is  kept  engaged  by  Major-General  Patterson,  and 
Major-General  Butler  occupies  the  force  now  in  his  vicinity,  I  think  they 
will  not  be  able  to  bring  up  more  than  10,000  men,  so  we  may  calculate 
ujion  having  to  do  with  about  35,000  men."  And  as  it  turned  out,  that  was 
about  the  number  he  "  had  to  do  with."  For  the  advance,  McDowell  asked 
"  a  force  of  30,000  of  all  arms,  with  a  reserve  of  10,000."  He  knew  that  Beau- 
regard had  batteries  in  position  at  several  places  in  front  of  Bull  Eun  and 
defensive  works  behind  the  Run  and  at  Manassas  Junction.  The  stream  being 
fordable  at  many  places,  McDowell  proposed  in  his  plan  of  operations  to 
turn  the  enemy's  position  and  force  him  out  of  it  by  seizing  or  threatening 
his  communications.     Nevertheless,  he  said  in  his  report : 

"  Believing-  tlie  chances  are  greatly  in  favor  of  the  enemy's  accepting  battle  between  this  and 
the  .Junction  and  that  the  consequences  of  that  battle  will  be  of  the  greatest  importance  to  the 
country,  as  estabhshing  the  prestige  in  this  contest,  on  the  one  side  or  the  other,  — the  more  so  as 
the  two  sections  will  be  fairly  represented  by  regiments  from  almost  every  State, — I  think  it  of 
great  consequence  that,  as  for  the  most  part  our  regiments  are  exceedingly  raw  and  the  best  of 
them,  with  few  exceptions,  not  over  steady  in  line,  they  be  organized  into  as  many  small  fixed 
brigades  as  the  number  of  regular  colonels  will  admit,  ...  so  that  the  men  may  have  as 
fail-  a  chance  as  the  nature  of  things  and  the  comparative  inexperience  of  most  will  allow." 

This  remarkably  sound  report  was  approved,  and  McDowell  was  directed 
to  carry  his  plan  into  effect  Jrdy  8th.  But  the  government  machinery 
worked  slowly  and  there  was  jealousy  in  the  way,  so  that  the  troops  to  bring 
his  army  uji  to  the  strength  agi'eed  upon  did  not  reach  him  until  the  16th. 

Beauregard's  Army  of  the  Potomac  at  Manassas  consisted  of  the  brigades 
of  Holmes,  Bonham,  Ewell,  D.  K.  Jones,  Longstreet,  Cocke  and  Early,  and  of 

3  regiments  of  infantry,  1  regiment  and  3  battalions  of  cavalry,  and  6  bat- 
teries of  artillery,  containing  in  all  27  guns,  making  an  aggregate  available 
force  on  the  field  of  Bull  Run  of  about  23,000  men.  Johnston's  army  from 
the  Shenandoah  consisted  of  the  brigades  of  Jackson,  Bee,  Bartow,  and 
Kirby  Smith,  2  regiments  of  infantry  not  brigaded,  1  regiment  of  cavalry 
(12  companies),  and  .5  batteries  (20  guns),  making  an  aggregate  at  Bull  Run 
of  8310.  i 

McDowell's  army  consisted  of  5  divisions,  Tyler's  First  Division,  containing 

4  lirigades  (Keyes's,  Schenck's,  W.  T.  Sherman's,  and  Richardson's) ;  Hunter's 
Second  Division,  containing  2  brigades  (Andi-ew  Porter's  and  Burnside's) ; 
Heintzelman's  Third  Division,  containing  3  brigades  (Franklin's,  Willcox's,  and 
Howard's) ;  Runyon's  Fourth  Division  (9  regiments  not  brigaded) ;  and  Miles's 
Fifth  Division,  containing  2  brigades  (Blenker's  and  Davies's), — 10  batteries  of 
artillery,  besides  2  guns  attached  to  infantry  regiments,  49  guns  in  all,  and  7 

I  Beauregard  himself  has  said  that  on  the  18th  30,000  men  of  all  arms."    The  figures  are  probably 

of  July  he  had  along  the  line  of  Bull  Run  about  xmder  the  mai'k,  as  Hampton's  Legion,  McRea's 

IT.OOOmeii;  thatonthe  lOthGeneralHolmesjoined  regiment,  a  North  Carolina  "regiment  and  two 

him  with  about  3000  men ;  and  that  he  "  received  battalions  of    Mississippi  and  Alabama"  joined 

from  Riehmond  between  the  18th  and  21st  about  ■  between  the  17th  and  21st.     Beauregard's  force 

2000  more";  and  that  Johnston  brought  about  8000  may  fairly  be  placed  at  32,000;  and  the  opposing 

more,  the  advance  arriving  "on  the  morning  of  the  armies,  both  in  the  aggregate  and  in  the   parts 

20th  and  the  remainder  about  noon  of  the  21st,"  engaged,  were  nearer  equal  in  that  than  in  any 

making  his  whole  force,  as  he  states  it,   "nearly  other  battle  in  Virginia.  — J.  B.  F. 
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companies  of  regiilar  cavalry.  Of  the  foregoing  forces,  9  of  the  batteries  aud  8 
companies  of  infantry  were  regulars,  and  1  small  battalion  was  maiiues. 
The  aggregate  force  was  aboiit  35,000  men.  Ennyon's  Fourth  DiA-ision  was 
6  or  7  miles  in  the  rear  gnarding  the  road  to  Alexantb'ia,  and,  thongli  counted 
in  the  aggregate,  was  not  embraced  in  McDowell's  order  for  liattle.\ 

There  was  an  Ul-suppressed  feeling  of  s>Tni3atliy  with  the  Confederacy  in  the 
Southern  element  of  Washington  society ;  but  the  halls  of  Congivss  resotmded 
with  the  eloquence  of  Union  speakers.  Martial  music  filled  the  air,  and  war 
was  the  topic  wherever  men  met.  By  day  and  night  the  tramp  of  soldiers  was 
heard,  and  staff-officers  and  orderlies  galloped  through  the  streets  lietween 
the  headquarters  of  Generals  Scott  and  McDowell.  Xorthern  enthusiasm  was 
imbounded.  "On  to  Eichmond"  was  the  war-cry.  Public  sentiment  was 
irresistible,  and  in  response  to  it  the  army  advanced.  It  was  a  glorious 
spectacle.  The  variotis  regiments  were  brilliantly  tmifonned  according  to 
the  .esthetic  taste  of  peace,  and  the  silken  banners  they  flung  to  the  breeze  were 
tinsoiled  and  untorn.     The  bitter  realities  of  war  were  nearer  than  we  knew. 

McDowell  marched  on  the  afternoon  of  July  Itith,  the  men  carrying  three 
days'  rations  in  their  haversacks ;  proAision  wagons  were  to  follow  from 
Alexandria  the  next  day.  On  the  morning  of  the  18th  his  forces  were  con- 
centrated at  CentreA-illc,  a  point  about  "JO  miles  west  of   the  Potomac  and 

\Tlie  average  length  of  serviee  of  JLeDowelJ's  men  prior  to  the  liattlo  was  about  sixty  liavs.  The 
longest  iu  service  were  the  three-months  men,  nnd  of  these  he  had  fourteen  regiments. —  J.  B.  F. 
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6  or  7  miles  east  of  Manassas  Juiictiou.  Beauregard's  outposts  fell  back 
without  resistance.  Bull  Run,  flowing  south-easterly,  is  about  half-way 
between  Centreville  and  Manassas  Junction,  and,  owing  to  its  abrupt 
banks,  the  timber  with  which  it  was  fringed,  and  some  artificial  defenses 
at  the  fords,  was  a  formidable  obstacle.  The  stream  was  fordable,  but 
all  the  crossings  for  eight  miles,  from  Union  Mills  on  the  south  to  the  Stone 
Bridge  on  the  north,  were  defended  by  Beauregard's  forces.  [See  map,  page 
180.]  The  Warrenton  Turnpike,  passing  through  Centreville,  leads  nearly  due 
west,  crossing  Bull  Rmi  at  the  Stone  Bridge.  The  direct  road  from  Centre- 
ville to  Manassas  crosses  Bull  Run  at  Mitchell's  Ford,  half  a  mile  or  so  above 
another  crossing  known  as  Blackburn's  Ford.  Union  Mills  was  covered  by 
Ewell's  brigade,  supported  after  the  ISth  by  Holmes's  brigade;  McLean's 
Ford,  next  to  the  north,  was  covered  by  D.  R.  Jones's  brigade ;  Blackbirrn's 
Ford  was  defended  by  Longstreet's  brigade,  supported  by  Early's  brigade ; 
Mitchell's  Ford  was  held  by  Bonham's  brigade,  with  an  outpost  of  two  guns 
and  an  infantry  support  east  of  Bull  Run;  the  stream  between  Mitchell's 
Ford  and  the  Stone  Bridge  was  covered  by  Cocke's  brigade ;  the  Stone  Bridge 
on  the  Confederate  left  was  held  by  Evans  with  1  regiment  and  Wheat's  special 
battahon  of  infantry,  1  battery  of  4  guns,  and  2  companies  of  cavalry.  ^ 

■^  The  state  of  General  Beauregard's  mind  at  the  enemy  has  assaulted  my  outposts  in  heavy  force, 

time  is  indicated  by  the  following  telegram  on  the  I  have  fallen  back  on  the  line  of  Bull  Run  and  will 

17th  of  July  from  him  to  Jefferson  Davis  :    "The  make  a  stand  at  Mitchell's  Ford.   If  his  force  is  over- 
VOL.  I.    12 


178 


Mf^DOlVEU.'S   ADVA-NCE   TO   Ri'LI.   RUN. 


lilt    ^TOM        UUl  1  H      LCMKLMLLL       1  nOM     \    I  IIOTOGI!  IPII    TVIvrV    IV    3HKCH,    1S<32 


McDowell  Avas  compelled  to  wait  at  CentrevUle  until  his  provision  wagons 
aiTived  and  he  could  issue  rations.  His  orders  having  carried  his  loading 
di\asion  under  Tyler  no  farther  than  Centre-salle,  he  wrote  that  officer  at 
8:15  A.  M.  on  the  18th,  "Observe  well  the  roads  to  BuU  Riui  and  to  Warren- 
ton.  Do  not  bring  on  an  engagement,  but  keep  up  the  impression  that  we 
are  moving  on  Manassas."  McDowell  then  went  to  the  extreme  left  of  Ms 
line  to  examine  the  country  with  reference  to  a  sudden  movement  of  the 
army  to  turn  the  enemy's  right  flank.  The  reconnoissance  showed  him  that 
the  country  was  unfavorable  to  the  movement,  and  he  abandoned  it.  "While 
he  was  gone  to  the  left,  Tyler,  presumably  to  "  keej)  up  the  impression  that 
we  were  moving  on  Manassas,"  went  forward  from  Centreville  with  a  squadron 
of  cavalry  and  two  comi^anies  of  infantry  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  recon- 
noissance of  Mitchell's  and  Blackburn's  fords  along  the  direct  road  to  ^lanas- 
sas.  The  force  of  the  enemy  at  these  fords  has  just  lieen  given.  Reaching 
the  crest  of  the  ridge  overlooking  the  valley  of  Bull  Run  and  a  mile  or  so 
from  the  stream,  the  enemy  was  seen  on  the  opposite  bank,  and  Tyler 
brought  up  Benjamin's  artillery,  2  20-pounder  rifled  guns,  Ayres's  field 
battery  of  6  guns,  and  Richardson's  brigade  of  infantry.  The  20-poundere 
opened  from  the  ridge  and  a  few  shots  were  exchanged  with  the  enemy's 
batteries.    Desiring  more  information  than  the  long-range  cannonade  afforded, 


whelming,  I  shall  retire  to  Rappahaimoek  railroad 
bridge,  saving  my  command  for  defense  there  and 
future  operations.  Please  inform  Johnston  of  this 
viit  Staunton,  and  also  Holmes.  Send  forward  any 
reenlorcements  at  the  earliest  possible  instant  and 


"overwhelming"'  strength  are  not  in  harmony 
with  the  more  recent  assurance  of  the  Confe<1erate 
commander,  that  through  sources  in  W.ishington 
treasonable  to  the  Union,  and  in  other  ways,  he 
"was  almost    as  well   informed  of   the   strength 


by  every  possible  means.''     The  alarm  in  this  dis-     of  the  hostile  army  in  ray  [his]  front  as  its  corn- 
patch  and  the  apprehensiou  it  shows  of  McDowell's     mandcr." — J.  B.  F. 
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Tyler  ordered  Eichardson's  brigade  and  a  section  of  Ayres's  battery,  sup- 
ported by  a  squadron  of  cavahy,  to  move  from  the  ridge  across  the  open 
bottom  of  Bull  Run  and  take  position  near  the  stream  and  have  skirmishers 
"  scour  the  thick  woods  "  which  skirted  it.  Two  regiments  of  infantry,  "1  pieces 
of  artillery,  and  a  squadron  of  cavalry  moved  down  the  slope  into  the  woods 
and  opened  fire,  driving  Bonham's  outpost  to  the  cover  of  intrenchments  across 
the  stream.  The  brigades  of  Bonham  and  Longstreet,  the  latter  being  reen- 
forced  for  the  occasion  by  Early's  brigade,  responded  at  short  range  to  the 
fu'e  of  the  Federal  reconnoitering  force  and  drove  it  back  in  disorder.  Tyler 
reported  that  having  satisfied  himself  "  that  the  enemy 
was  in  force,"  and  ascertained  "  the  i^osition  of  his  bat- 
teries," he  withdrew.  J  This  unauthorized  I'econnoissance, 
called  by  the  Federals  the  affair  at  Blackburn's  Ford,  was 
regarded  at  the  time  by  the  Confederates  as  a  serious 
attack,  and  was  dignified  by  the  name  of  the  "battle  of 
BuU  Run,"  the  engagement  of  the  21st  being  called  by 
them  the  battle  of  Manassas.  The  Confederates,  feeling 
that  they  had  repulsed  a  heavy  and  real  attack,  were 
encoui'aged  by  the  result.  The  Federal  troops,  on  the 
other  hand,  were  greatly  depressed.  The  regiment  which 
suffered  most  was  completely  demoralized,  and  McDowell 
thought  that  the  depression  of  the  repulse  was  felt 
throughout  his  army  and  produced  its  effect  upon  the 
Pennsylvania  regiment  and  the  New  York  battery 
which  insisted  (their  terms  having  expu-ed)  niion  their  nNiFOK>r  of  thk  hth  new 
discharge,  and  on  the  21st,  as  he  expressed  it,  "  marched 
to  the  rear  to  the  sound  of  the  enemy's  cannon."  Even 
Tyler  himseK  felt  the  depressing  effect  of  his  repulse,  if  we  may  judge  by 
his  cautious  and  feeble  action  on  the  21st  when  dash  was  required. 

The  operations  of  the  18th  confirmed  McDowell  in  his  opinion  that  with 
his  raw  troops  the  Confederate  position  should  be  turned  instead  of  attacked 
in  front.  Carefid  examination  had  satisfied  him  that  the  country  did  not 
favor  a   movement  to  turn  the  enemy's  right.     On  the  night  of  the  18th 
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\  The  casualties  in  the  affair  were  :  Uniou,  1 
officer  and  18  enlisted  men  killed;  1  officer  and  37 
enlisted  men  wounded  ;  26  enlisted  men  missing, — 
aggregate,  83.  Confederate  (Beauregard  in  his 
official  report  of  1861),  "15  killed  and  53  wounded 
men,  several  of  whom  have  since  died." —  J.  B.  F. 

%  The  11th  New  York,  or  "  The  First  Fire  Zou- 
aves," was  recruited  in  April,  1861,  from  among 
the  firemen  of  New  York  City  by  Colonel  E.  Elmer 
Ellsworth,  a  young  man  of  twenty-four,  who,  before 
the  war.  had  organized  in  Chicago  a  fine  body  of 
Zouaves  and  exhibited  the  Zouave  drill  in  several 
cities  of  the  North.  President  Lincoln, whohadbeen 
escorted  to  Washington  by  Ellsworth,  appointed 
him  to  a  second  lieutenancy  in  the  regular  army. 

On  the  morning  of  May  24th,  when  the  Union 
forces  crossed  into  Virginia,  Ellsworth's  Zouaves 
occupied  the  city  of  Alexandria.  The  colonel,  with 


the  secretary  and  the  chaplain  of  the  regiment,  a 
correspondent  of  the  New  York  "  Tribune,"  and  a 
sergeant's  squad  were  proceedingtoward  the  center 
of  the  town,  when  they  saw  a  secession  flag  flying 
from  the  Marshall  house.  With  his  two  com- 
panions Ellsworth  ascended  to  the  roof,  leaving 
Private  Francis  E.  Brownell  at  the  foot  of  the 
garret  stairs.  On  descending  those  stairs  with  the 
flag  in  his  hands,  Ellsworth  was  shot  through  the 
heart  by  James  T.  Jackson,  the  keeper  of  the  hotel, 
who  emptied  the  second  barrel  of  his  shot-gun  at 
Brownell.  The  latter,  who  was  not  hit,  shot  Jackson 
through  the  head.  Colonel  Ellsworth  had  endeared 
himself  to  President  Lincoln,  who  was  deeply  af- 
fected by  his  death.  For  several  hours  the  remains 
lay  in  state  in  the  East  Room  of  the  White  House. 
His  death  made  a  profound  impression  and  greatly 
stimulated  the  war  feelingin  the  North. —  Editors. 
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A.  A,  A,  A,  A.  General  line  of  Coufedcrate  disiioei- 
tions  lUiriug  tlie  skirmish  at  JlitobcU's  ami  BlacUbui'u's 
Fordfs  (July  18tb),  and  until  the  nioruiup:  of  the  main 
engagement  (Jul)'  21st). 

B,  B,  B.     General  line  of  Confederate  dispositions, 


made  to  repel  McDowell's  flank  attack  by  the  Sudley 
and  Xewiuarket  Road. 

The    I'nion    dispositimis   are   n>prosente<l    as    the.v 
were   at   the    climax   of   the  fighting  on   the   Henry 

plateau. 


the  haversacks  of  his  men  were  empty,  and  had  to  be  replenished  from  the 
provision  wagons,  which  were  late  in  getting  np.  Xor  had  he  yet  determined 
upon  his  point  or  plan  of  attack.  "Wliile  resting  and  provisioning  his  men, 
he  devoted  the  19th  and  20th  to  a  careful  examination  by  his  engineei-s  of 
the  enemy's  position  and  the  intervening  country.  His  men,  not  soliliers, 
but  civilians  in  uniform,  unused  to  marching,  hot,  weary,  and  footsore, 
dropped  down  as  they  had  halted  and  bivoiiacked  on  the  roads  about  Centre- 
vUle.  Notwithstanding  Beauregard's  elation  over  the  atfair  at  Blacklnirn's 
Ford  on  tlie  18tli,  h(>  pcvniitted  the  IPth  and  l!Oth  to  pass  without  a  move- 
ment to  follow  up  the  advantage  he  had  gaiiusl.  During  these  two  days, 
McDoweU  carefully  examined  the  Confederate  position,  and  made  his  plan 
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to  manoeuvre  the  enemy  out  of  it.  Beauregard  ordered  no  aggressive  move- 
ment until  the  21st,  and  then,  as  appears  from  his  own  statement,  through 
miscarriage  of  orders  and  lack  of  apprehension  on  the  part  of  subordinates, 
the  effort  was  a  complete  fiasco.^  with  the  comical  result  of  frightening  his 
own  troops,  who,  late  in  the  afternoon,  mistook  the  return  of  one  of  their 
brigades  for  an  attack  by  McDowell's  left,  and  the  serious  result  of  inter- 
fering with  the  pursuit  after  he  had  gained  the  battle  of  the  21st. 

But  Beauregard,  though  not  aggressive  on  the  19th  and  20th,  was  not  idle 
within  his  own  lines.     The  Confederate  President  had  authorized  Johnston, 
Beauregard's    senior,   to    use 
his  discretion    in  moving  to 
the  support  of  Manassas,  and 
Beauregard,  urging  Johnston 
to  do  so,  sent  railway  trans- 
portation   for     the    Shenan- 
doah forces.  But,  as  he 
states,   "he    at    the     -^^^i^ 
same  time  submit- 
ted   the    alter-  _ 
native  proposi-     -''^^7^^'^ 
tion  to  Johnston 
that,  liaving  pass- 
ed the  Blue  Eidge, 
he  should  assemble  his 
forces,  press   forward  by 
way    of     Aldie,    north-west  ' 
of    Manassas,    and    fall    upon 

McDowell's  right  rear,"  while  he,  Beauregard,  "  prepared  for  the  operation 
at  the  first  sound  of  the  conflict,  should  strenuously  assume  the  offensive 
in  front."  "  The  situation  and  circumstances  specially  favored  the  signal 
success  of  such  an  operation,"  says  Beauregard.  An  attack  by  two  armies 
moving  from  opposite  points  upon  an  enemy,  with  the  time  of  attack  for  one 
depending  upon  the  sound  of  the  other's  cannon,  is  hazardous  even  with  well- 
disciplined  and  weU-seasoned  troops,  and  is  next  to  fatal  with  raw  levies. 
Johnston  chose  the  wiser  course  of  moving  by  rail  to  Manassas,  thus  preserv- 
ing the  benefit  of  "  interior  lines,"  which,  Beauregard  says,  was  the  "  sole 
mihtary  advantage  at  the  moment  that  the  Confederates  possessed." 

The  campaign  which  General  Scott  required  McDowell  to  make  was  imder- 
taken  with  the  understanding  that  Johnston  shordd  be  prevented  from  join- 
ing Beauregard.  With  no  lack  of  confidence  in  himself,  McDowell  was 
dominated  by  the  feeling  of  subordination  and  deference  to  General  Scott 
which  at  that  time  pervaded  the  whole  army,  and  General  Scott,  who  con- 
trolled both  McDowell  and  Patterson,  assured  McDowell  that  Johnston  should 
not  join  Beauregard  without  having  "  Patterson  on  his  heels."  Yet  John- 
ston's army,  nearly  nine  thousand  strong,  joined  Beauregard,  Bee's  brigade 
and  Johnston  in  person  arriving  on  the  morning  of  the  20th,  the  remainder 


SUDLEY  SPKIKGS  HOTEL, 
ON  THE  LINE  OF 
MCDOWELL'S  PLANK 

ATTACK  UPON  THE 
CONFEDERATE  FORCES. 
SKETCHED  FROM  THE 
MILL,  A  FEW  RODS 
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TUB  Stream  is  tlic  Cat  Hariiin  Run,  whicli  empties 
into  Bull  Run  asliort  (llstiiine  bulow  tbe  Sudle.v  Springs 
Ford.  lu  malting  the  flauk  luoVL'nu-ut  the  Union  troops, 
under  Generals  Hunter  and  Heintzelman,  crossed  tbis 
ford,  followed  later  in  the  day  hy  the  ambulances  and 


munition  "wajrons.  The  retreat,  also,  was  largely  by 
this  ford.  The  ruins  of  the  Sudlcy  Sulphur  Spring 
House  are  shown  on  the  left.  The  Sudley  church, 
which  was  the  main  hospital  after  the  Ught.  is  a  short 
distance  south.—  Editors. 


about  noon  on  the  21st.  Altliongh  the  enforced  delay  at  Centre ville  euahled. 
McDowell  to  pro\dsion  his  troops  and  gain  iirformation  iipon  wliicli  to  base 
an  excellent  plan  of  attack,  it  proved  fatal  by  affording  time  for  a  junction  of 
the  opijosing  forces.  On  the  21st  of  July  General  Scott  addressed  a  thspatch 
to  McDowell,  saying :  "  It  is  known  that  a  strong  reenforcement  left  Winches- 
ter on  the  afternoon  of  the  18th,  Avhich  you  will  also  have  to  beat.  Four  new 
regiments  will  leave  to-day  to  be  at  Faii-fax  Station  to-night.  Others  shtiU 
follow  to-morrow  —  twice  the  number  if  necessary."  Wlien  this  dispatch  was 
penned,  McDowell  was  fighting  the  "  strong  reenforcement "  which  left 
Winchester  on  the  18th.  General  Scott's  report  that  Beauregard  had  been 
reenforced,  the  information  that  four  regiments  had  been  sent  to  ^McDoweU, 
and  the  promise  that  twice  the  number  would  be  sent  if  iieccssari/,  all  came 
too  late  —  and  Patterson  came  not  at  aU.  | 


4  On  tlie  17tli  of  July  Patterson,  with  some 
16,000  three-months  men,  whose  terms  Viegan  to 
expire  on  the  24th,  was  at  Charlestown,  and  John- 
ston, with  about  the  same  number,  was  at  Winches- 
ter. On  that  day  General  Scott  telegraphed 
Patterson,  ''  McDowell's  first  day's  work  has  driven 
the  enemy  beliind  Fairfax  Court  Hotisp.  Do  not 
let  the  enemy  amuse  and  delay  you  with  a  small 
force  in  front  while  he  reenforces  the  Juiu'tioii  with 
his  main  body."   To  this  Patterson  replied  at  half- 


past  1  o'clock  in  the  raornina:  of  the  1  Sth.  stating 
liis  difficulties  and  asking.  "  Shall  I  attack  f"  Gen- 
eral Scott  answered  on  the  same  day  :  "  I  have 
certainly  been  expecting  you  to  beat  the  enemy.'' 
or  that  you  "at  least  had  occupied  him  by  throats 
and  demonstrations.  You  have  boon  at  least  his 
equal  and  I  suppose  superior  in  numViers.  Has  he 
not  stolen  a  march  and  sent  reenforecmonts  toward 
Manassas  Junction?"  Patterson  replied  on  the 
same  day  (ISth),  "  The  enemy  has  stolen  uo  march 
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Duiing  the  19th  and  20th  the  bivouacs  of  McDowell's  army  at  Centreville, 
almost  within  cannon  range  of  the  enemy,  were  thronged  by  visitors,  official 
and  unofficial,  who  came  in  carriages  from  Washington,  bringing  their  own 
supplies.  They  were  under  no  military  restraint,  and  passed  to  and  fro 
among  the  troops  as  they  pleased,  giving  the  scene  the  appearance  of  a 
monster  military  picnic.  {  Among  others,  the  venerable  Secretary  of  War, 
Cameron,  called  upon  McDowell.  Wliether  due  to  a  naturally  serious 
expression,  to  a  sense  of  responsibil- 
ity, to  a  premonition  of  the  fate  of  his 
brother  who  fell  upon  the  field  on  the 
21st,  or  to  other  cause,  his  countenance 
showed  apprehension  of  evil ;  but  men 
generally  were  confident  and  jovial. 

McDowell's  plan  of  battle  promul- 
gated on  the  20th,  was  to  turn  the 
enemy's  left,  force  him  from  his  de- 
fensive position,  and,  "if  possible, 
destroy  the  railroad  leading  from 
Manassas  to  the  Valley  of  Virginia, 
where  the  enemy  has  a  large  force." 
He  did  not  know  when  he  issued 
this  order  that  Johnston  had  joined 
Beauregard,  though  he  suspected  it. 
son's  brigade  of   Tyler's  division,  and  a   strong  force   of   artillery  was   to 


UDLE^    SPRINGS  rOKD    LOOKIN      TOWAPD  THE  BATTLE 
FIELD       FKOM   A  WAR  TIME  PHOTOGRAl  II 

Oil  tlio  right  are  tlie  ruins  of  tlie  Siulley  Sulphur 
Spring  House.  The  building  on  the  hill  is  Sudley  Church. 
It  is  a  mile  by  the  Sudley  and  Manassas  road  from 
the  ford  to  where  the  battle  began.—  Editors. 

Miles's  Fifth  Division,  with  Eichard- 


upoii  me.  I  have  caused  Mm  to  be  reenforeed  " ; 
and  at  1  o'clock  p.  M.  on  that  day  he  added :  "  I  have 
succeeded,  in  accordance  with  the  w  ishes  of  the  Gen- 
eral-in-Chief, in  keeping  General  Johnston's  force 
at  Winchester."  At  tlie  very  liour  that  Patterson 
was  writing  this  dispatch  Johnston's  advance  was 
leaving  Winchester.  On  the  18th  Johnston  tele- 
graphed to  Richmond  that  Patterson  was  at  Charles- 
town,  and  said:  "  Unless  he  prevents,  it,  we  shall 
move  toward  General  Beauregard  to-day."  He 
moved  accordingly,  and  the  Confederate  armies 
were  united  for  battle.  It  rested,  however,  with 
higher  authority  than  Patterson  to  establish  be- 
tween his  army  and  McDowell's  the  relations  that 
the  occasion  called  for.  In  considering  the  require- 
ments for  McDowell's  movement  against  Manassas, 
General  Scott  gave  great  weight  to  the  general 
and  irresistible  fear  then  prevailing  in  Washing- 
ton that  the  capital  might  be  seized  by  a  dash.  Its 
direct  defense  was  the  first  purpose  of  the  three- 
months  militia.  The  Potomac  at  Washington  was 
itself  a  strong  barrier,  and  with  the  field-works  on 
its  south  bank  afforded  security  in  that  quarter. 
The  danger  was  thought  to  be  from  the  Shenan- 
doah, and  that  induced  the  Government  to  keep 
Patterson  in  the  valley.  Indeed,  on  the  30th  of 
June  Colonel  C.  P.  Stone's  command  was  ordered 
from  Point  of  Rocks  to  Patterson  at  Martins- 
burg,  where  it  arrived  on  the  8th  of  July  ;  where- 
as the  offensive  campaign  against  Manassas, 
ordered  soon  after,  required  Patterson  to  go  to 


Stone,  as  he  proposed  to  do  June  lilst,  instead  of 
Stone  to  Patterson.  The  campaign  of  McDowell 
was  forced  upon  General  Scott  by  public  opinion, 
but  did  not  relieve  the  authorities  from  the  fear 
that  Johnston  might  rush  down  and  seize  Wash- 
ington. General  Scott,  under  the  pressure  of  the 
offensive  in  one  quarter  and  the  defensive  in 
another,  imposed  upon  Patterson  the  double  task, 
difficult  if  not  impossible,  of  preventing  Johnston 
from  moving  on  the  capital  and  from  joining  Beau- 
regard. If  that  task  was  possible,  it  could  have 
been  accomplished  only  by  persistent  fighting,  and 
that  General  Scott  was  unwilling  to  order;  though 
in  his  dispatch  of  the  ISth  in  reply  to  Patterson's 
question,  "  Shall  I  attack  ?  "  he  said,  ' '  I  have  cer- 
tainly been  expecting  you  to  beat  the  enemy." 
Prior  to  that,  his  instructions  to  Patterson  had 
enjoined  caution.  As  soon  as  McDowell  advanced, 
Patterson  was  upon  an  exterior  line  and  in  a  false 
military  position.  Admitting  that  he  might  have 
done  more  to  detain  Johnston,  bad  strategy  was 
probably  more  to  blame  for  the  result  than  any  action 
or  lack  of  action  on  Patterson's  part. —  J.  B.  P. 

i  The  presence  of  senators,  congressmen,  and 
other  civilians  upon  the  field  on  the  21st  gave  rise 
to  extravagant  and  absurd  stories,  in  which  alleged 
forethought  and  valor  among  them  are  contrasted 
with  a  lack  of  these  qualities  in  the  troops.  The 
plain  truth  is  that  the  non-combatants  and  their 
vehicles  merely  increased  the  confusion  and 
demoralization  of  the  retreat. —  J.  B.  F. 
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remain  in  reserve  at  Centreville,  ];repare  defensive  works  there  and  threaten 
Blackbui-n's  Ford.  Tyler's  First  Di^'ision,  which  was  on  the  tiu"ni»ike 
in  advance,  was  to  move  at  2 :  30  a.  ji.,  threaten  the  Stone  Bridge  and  open  fire 
upon  it  at  daybreak.  This  demonstration  was  to  be  ■vigorous,  its  first  pui-pose 
being  to  divert  attention  from  the  movements  of  the  turning  column. 
As  soon  as  Tyler's 
troops  cleared  the 
way,  Hunter's  Sec- 
ond Division,  follow- 
ed by  Heintzelman's 
Third  Division,  was 
to  move  to  a  point 
on  the  Warrenton 
Turnpike  about  1  or 
2  miles  east  of  Stone 
Bridge  and  there 
take  a  country  road 
to  the  right,  cross 
the  Run  at  Sudley 
Springs,  come  down 
upon  the  flank  and 
rear  of  the  enemy  at 
the  Stone  Bridge,  and 
force  him  to  open 
the  way  for  Tyler's  di- 
vision to  cross  there 
and  attack,  fresh  and 
in  full  force. 

Tyler's  start  was  so 
late  and  his  advance 
was  so  slow  as  to  hold 
Hunter  and  Heintzel- 
man  2  or  3  hom-s  on 
the  mile  or  two  of 
the  turnpike  between 
their  camps  and  the  point  at  which  they  were  to  turn  off  for  the  flank  march. 
This  delay,  and  the  fact  that  the  flank  march  proved  difticult  and  some  12 
miles  instead  of  about  6  as  was  expected,  were  of  serious  moment.  The  flank- 
ing column  did  not  cross  at  Sudley  Sprhigs  until  9:30  instead  of  7,  the  long 
march,  with  its  many  interruptions,  tii'ed  out  the  men.  and  the  delay 
gave  the  enemy  time  to  discover  the  tvu'uing  movem(>nt.  Tyler's  opera- 
tions against  the  Stone  Bridge  were  fm^blo  and  inc^ffei-tivc.  By  S  o'clock 
Evans  was  satisfied  that  he  was  in  no  danger  in  front,  and  perceived  the 
movement  to  turn  his  position.  He  was  on  the  left  of  the  Confederate  line, 
guarding  the  point  avIk^'c  the  AVarr(Miton  Turnpike,  tli(^  great  highway  to  the 
field,  crossed  Bull  l\uii.  Die  ('oiifedcvntc  line  of  dcfi^nse.     He  had  no  iustruc- 
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tious  to  guide  him  in  the  emergency  that  had  arisen.  But  he  did  not  hesitate. 
Reporting  his  information  and  purpose  to  the  adjoining  commander,  Cocke, 
and  leaving  4  companies  of  infantry  to  deceive  and  hold  Tyler  at  the  bridge, 
Evans  before  9  o'clock  turned  his  back  upon  the  i^oint  he  was  set  to  guard, 
marched  a  mile  away,  and,  seizing  the  high  ground  to  the  north  of  Young's 
Branch  of  Bull  Run,  formed  line  of  battle  at  right  angles  to  his  former  line, 
his  left  resting  near  the  Sudley  Sjarings  road,  by  which  Burnside  with  the 
head  of  the  turning  column  was  approaching,  thus  covering  the  Warrenton 
Turnpike  and  opposing  a  determined  front  to  the  Federal  advance  upon  the 
Confederate  left  and  rear.\  In  his  rear  to  the  south  lay  the  valley  of 
Young's  Branch,  and  rising  from  that  was  the  higher  ridge  or  plateau  on 
which  the  Robinson  house  and  the  Henry  house  were  situated,  and  on  which 
the  main  action  took  jilace  in  the  afternoon.  Biirnside,  finding  Evans  across 
his  path,  promptly  formed  line  of  battle  and  attacked  about  9:4:5  a.  m. 
Hunter,  the  di\dsion  commander,  who  was  at  the  head  of  Burnside's  brigade 
dii'eetiug  the  formation  of  the  first  skirmish  line.  Was  severely  wounded  and 
taken  to  the  rear  at  the  oijening  of  the  action.  Evans  not  only  repulsed  but 
pm'sued  the  troops  that  made  the  attack  upon  him.  Andrew  Porter's  brigade 
of  Hunter's  division  followed  Burnside  closely  and  came 
to  his  support.  lu  the  mean  time  Bee  had  formed  a 
Confederate  line  of  battle  with  his  and  Bartow's  bri- 
gades of  Johnston's  army  on  the  Henry  house  j^lateau, 
a  stronger  position  than  the  one  held  by  Evans,  and 
desii'ed  Evans  to  fall  back  to  that  line ;  but  Evans, 
probably  feeling  bound  to  cover  the  Warrenton  Turn- 
pike and  hold  it  against  Tyler  as  well  as  against  the 
flanking  column,  insisted  that  Bee  should  move  across 
the  valley  to  his  support,  which  was  done. 

After  Bee  joined  Evans,  the  preliminary  battle  con- 
tinued to  rage  upon  the  ground  chosen  by  the  latter. 
The  opposing  forces  were  Burnside's  and  Porter's  bri- 
gades, with  one  regiment  of  Heintzelman's  division  on 
the  Federal  side,  and  Evans's,  Bee's,  and  Bartow's 
brigades  on  the  Confederate  side.  The  Confederates 
were  dislodged  and  driven  back  to  the  Henry  house 
plateau,  where  Bee  had  previously  formed  line  and  where  what  Beauregard 
called  "the  mingled  remnants  of  Bee's,  Bartow's,  and  Evans's  commands"  were 
re-formed  under  cover  of  Stonewall  Jackson's  brigade  of  Johnston's  army. 


FATIGUE    UNIFORM   AND   KILTS 
OF  THE  70TH   NEW    VOKK.-^ 


\  Evans's  action  was  probably  one  of  the  best 
pieces  of  soldiership  on  either  side  during  the 
campaign,  but  it  seems  to  have  received  no  special 
commendation  from  his  superiors. — J.  B.  P. 

^William  Todd,  of  Company  B,  79th  New 
York  (Highlanders),  writing  to  correct  a  statement 
to  the  effect  "  that  the  79th  New  York  wore  the 
Highland  dress  at  the  battle  of  Bull  Run,"  says: 
"  If  by  that  is  meant  the  '  kilts,'  it  is  an  error.  It 
is  true  that  all  the  ofBeers  and  many  of  the  men 
did  wear  that  uniform  when  we   left  the  city  in 


June,  1S61,  and  on  dress-parade  occasions  in 
Washington,  but  when  we  went  into  Virginia  it 
was  laid  aside,  together  with  the  plaid  trousers 
worn  by  all  the  men  on  ordinary  occasions,  and  we 

donned  the  ordinary  blue.     Captain was  the 

only  one  who  insisted  on  wearing  the  kilts  on  the 
march  to  Bull  Run,  but  the  day  before  we  reached 
Centreville  the  kilts  were  the  cause  of  his  drawing 
upon  himself  much  ridicule,  and  when  we  started 
for  the  battle-field  on  that  Sunday  morning  he,  also, 
appeared  in  ordinary  blue  uniform." — Editors. 
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In  tlie  iiiiddle-grounrt  on  tlie  Warreutou  turnpike 
stands  the  Stone  house,  a  central  landmark  in  both 
battles  of  Bull  Run.  The  bank  in  the  right  fore^rronnd 
"was  a  cover  during  the  first  battle  for  some  of  the  sup- 
ports of  Grittin's  and  Kicketts's  batteries  that  were 
on  the  Henry  house  hill,  the  crest  of  which  is  two  hun- 


dred and  fifty  yards  from  the  right  of  the  picture.  In 
the  first  battle  the  fighting  began  on  the  Matthew.*  hill, 
seen  in  the  background  behind  the  Stone  house,  and 
was  most  desperate  on  the  Henry  hill.  Young's  Brancli 
(see  map,  page  180)  crosses  the  Sudley  road  near  its  junc- 
tion with  the  txu'upike,  and  flows  near  the  Stone  house. 


The  time  of  tliis  repulse,  as  proved  by  so  accurate  an  authoiity  as  Stone- 
wall Jackson,  was  before  11:30  A.  m.,  and  this  is  substantially  eonfinned  by 
Beauregard's  official  report  made  at  the  time.  Sherman  and  Keyes  had 
nothing  to  do  with  it.  They  did  not  begin  to  cross  Bull  Enu  until  noon. 
Thus,  after  nearly  two  hoiu's'  stuljborn  fighting  with  the  forces  of  Johnston, 
which  General  Scott  had  promised  should  be  kept  away,  McDowell  won  the 
first  advantage ;  Init  Johnston  had  cost  him  dearly. 

During  all  this  time  Johnston  and  Beauregard  had  been  waiting  near 
MitchcU's  Ford  for  the  development  of  the  attack  they  had  ordered  by  their 
right  iipou  McDowell  at  CentreviUe.  The  gi'avity  of  the  situation  upon 
their  left  had  not  yet  da^vned  ui^on  them.  What  might  the  result  have  been 
if  the  Union  column  had  not  been  detained  by  Tyler's  delay  in  moA-ing 
out  in  the  early  morning,  or  if  Johnston's  army,  to  which  Bee,  Bartow,  and 
Jackson  belonged,  had  not  arrived  ? 

But  the  heavy  firing  on  the  left  soon  diverted  Johnston  and  Beauregard 
from  all  thought  of  an  ofliensive  movement  with  their  right,  and  decided  them, 
as  Beauregard  has  said,  "to  hurry  up  all  available  reenforceiuents,  iiu-lud- 
iiig  the  reserves  that  were  to  have  moved  upon  Oentre\"il]e,  to  our  left,  and 
tight  the  battle  out  in  that  quarter."  Thereupon  Beauregard  ordered  "  Ewell, 
Jones,  and  Longstreet  to  make  a  strong  demonstration  all  along  their  front  ou 
the  other  side  of  Bull  Run,  and  ordered  the  reserves,  Holmes's  brigade  with 
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six  guns,  and  Early's  brigade,  to  move  swiftly  to  the  left,"  and  he  and  John- 
ston set  out  at  fuU  speed  for  the  point  of  conflict,  which  they  reached  while 
Bee  was  attempting  to  rally  his  men  about  Jackson's  brigade  on  the  Henry 
house  plateau.  McDowell  had  waited  in  the  morning  at  the  point  on  the 
Warrenton  Turnpike  where  his  flanking  column  turned  to  the  right,  until 
the  troops,  except  Howard's  brigade,  which  he  halted  at  that  point,  had 
passed.  He  gazed  silently  and  with  evident  pride  upon  the  gay  regiments 
as  they  filed  briskly  but  quietly  past  in  the  freshness  of  the  early  morning, 
and  then,  remarking  to  his  staff,  "  Gentlemen,  that  is  a  big  force,"  he  mounted 
and  moved  forward  to  the  field  by  way  of  Sudley  Springs.  He  reached  the 
scene  of  actual  conflict  somewhat  earlier  than  Johnston  and  Beauregard  did, 
and,  seeing  the  enemy  ch'iven  across  the  valley  of  Young's  Branch  and 
behind  the  Warrenton  Tui-upike,  at  once  sent  a  swift  aide-de-camj^  to  Tyler 
with  orders  to  "  press  the  attack  "  at  the  Stone  Bridge.  Tyler  acknowledged 
that  he  received  this  order  by  11  o'clock.  It  was  Tyler's  division  upon  which 
McDoweU  relied  for  the  decisive  fighting  of  the  day.  He  knew  that  the  march 
of  the  tui'ning  column  would  be  fatiguing,  and  when  by  a  sturdy  fight  it  had 
cleared  the  Warrenton  Turnpike  for  the  advance  of  Tyler's  division,  it  had, 
in  fact,  done  more  than  its  fair  proportion  of  the  work.  But  Tyler  did  not 
attempt  to  force  the  passage  of  the  Stone  Bridge,  which,  after  about  8  o'clock, 
was  defended  by  only  four  companies  of  infantry,  though  he  admitted  that  by 
the  plan  of  battle,  when  Hunter  and  Heintzelman  had  attacked  the  enemy  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  Stone  Bridge,  "  he  was  to  force  the  passage  of  Bull  Eun  at 
that  point  and  attack  the  enemy  in  flank." J  Soon  after  McDowell's  arrival 
at  the  front,  Burnside  rode  up  to  him  and  said  that  his  brigade  had  borne  the 
brunt  of  the  battle,  that  it  was  out  of  ammunition,  and  that  he  wanted  per- 
mission to  withdraw,  refit  and  fill  cartridge-boxes.  McDoweU  in  the  excite- 
ment of  the  occasion  gave  reluctant  consent,  and  the  brigade,  which  certainly 
had  done  nobly,  marched  to  the  rear,  stacked  arms,  and  took  no  fui'thei- 
part  in  the  fight.  Having  sent  the  order  to  Tyler  to  press  his  attack 
and  orders  to  the  rear  of  the  turning  column  to  hurry  forward,  McDowell, 
like  Beaiu'egard,  rushed  in  person  into  the  conflict,  and  by  the  force  of  cir- 
cumstances became  for  the  time  the  commander  of  the  turning  column  and 
the  force  actually  engaged,  rather  than  the  commander  of  his  whole  army. 
With  the  exception  of  sending  his  adjutant-general  to  find  and  hurry  Tyler 
forward,  his  subsequent  orders  were  mainly  or  wholly  to  the  troops  under  his 
own  observation.  Unlike  Beaui-egard,  he  had  no  Johnston  in  rear  with  fuU 
authority  and  knowledge  of  the  situation  to  throw  forward  reserves  and 
reenforcements.  It  was  not  until  12  o'clock  that  Sherman  received  orders 
from  Tyler  to  cross  the  stream,  which  he  did  at  a  ford  above  the  Stone 
Bridge,  going  to  the  assistance  of  Hunter.     Sherman  reported  to  McDoweU 

)  After  the  affair  at  Blackburn's  Ford  on  the  ished  for  my  leniency  to  that  man !     If  there  is 

18th  and  Tyler's  action  in  the  battle  of  the  21st,  anything  clearer  to  me  than  anything  else  with 

a  bitterness  between  Tyler  and  McDowell  grew  up  reference  to  our  operations  in  that  campaign,  it  is 

which  lasted  till  they  died.     As   late   as   1884,  that  if  we   had  had  another  commander  for  our 

McDowell,  writing  to  me  of   Tyler's  criticism  of  right  we  should  have  had  a  complete  and  brilliant 

him  after  the  war,  said,  "How  I  have  been  pun-  success." — J.  B.  F. 
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on  the  field  and  joined  in  the  pui-suit 
of  Bee's  forces  across  the  valley  of 
Young's  Branch.  Keyes's  brigade,  ac- 
companied by  Tyler  in  person,  followed 
across  the  stream  where  Sherman  ford- 
ed, but  without  uniting  with  the  other 
forces  on  the  field,  made  a  feeble 
advance  upon  the  slope  of  the  plateau 
toward  the  Robinson  house,  and  then 
about  2  o'clock  filed  off  by  flank  to  its 
left  and,  sheltered  by  the  east  front 
of  the  bluff  that  fonns  the  plateau, 
marched  down  Young's  Branch  out  of 
sight  of  the  enemy  and  took  no  fmther 
part  in  the  engagement.  McDowell 
did  not  know  where  it  was,  nor  did  he 
then  know  that  Scheuck's  brigade  of 
Tyler's  di^-ision  did  not  cross  the  Run 
at  all. 

The  line  taken  up  by  Stonewall 
Jackson  ujion  which  Bee,  Bartow,  and 
Evans  rallied  on  the  southern  part  of 
the  plateau  was  a  very  strong  one.  The  gi-ound  was  high  and  aft'orded  the 
cover  of  a  curvilinear  wood  with  the  concave  side  towai'd  the  Federal  Une 
of  attack.  According  to  Beauregard's  official  report  made  at  the  time,  he  had 
upon  this  part  of  the  field,  at  the  beginning,  6500  infantry,  13  pieces  of 
artillery,  and  2  companies  of  cavalry,  and  this  line  was  continuously  reen- 
forced  from  Beauregard's  own  reserves  and  by  the  arrival  of  the  troops  from 
the  Shenandoah  Valley. 

To  cai'ry  this  formidable  position,  McDowell  had  at  hand  the  lirigades 
of  Franklin,  Willcox,  Sherman,  and  Porter,  Palmer's  l^attalion  of  regular  cav- 
alry, and  Ricketts's  and  C-rriffin's  regular  batteries.  Porter's  brigade  had  been 
reduced  and  shaken  by  the  morning  fight.  Howard's  brigade  was  in  resei-ve 
and  only  came  into  action  late  in  the  afternoon.  The  men,  unused  to  field  ser- 
vice, and  not  yet  over  the  hot  and  dusty  march  from  the  Potomac,  had  been 
under  arms  since  midnight.  The  plateau,  however,  was  promptly  assaulted, 
the  northern  part  of  it  was  carried,  the  batteries  of  Ricketts  and  Grirtin  were 
planted  near  the  Henry  house,  and  McDowell  clambered  to  the  upper  story 
of  that  structure  to  get  a  glance  at  the  whole  field.  Upon  the  Henry  house 
plateau,  of  which  the  Confederates  held  the  southern  and  th(^  Federals  the 
northern  part,  the  tide  of  battle  ebbed  and  flowed  as  Mc'Dowell  pushed  in 
Franklin's,  Willcox's,  Sherman's,  Porter's,  and  at  last  Howard's  brigades,  and 
as  Beauregard  put  into  action  reserves  which  Johnston  sent  from  the  right 
and  reenforeements  which  he  hurried  forward  fri^m  the  Shenandoah  Valley 
as  they  arrived  by  cars.  On  the  plateau,  Beauregard  says,  the  disadvantage 
of  his  "  smooth-bore  guns  was  reduced   by  the   shortness  of  range.''    The 
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short  range  was  due  to  the  Federal  advance,  and  the  several  struggles  for  the 
plateau  were  at  close  quarters  and  gallant  on  both  sides.  The  batteries  of 
Eieketts  and  Griffin,  by  their  fine  discipline,  wonderful  daring,  and  matchless 
skUl,  were  the  prime  features  in  the  fight.  The  battle  was  not  lost  till  they 
were  lost.  When  in  their  advanced  and  perilous  position,  and  just  after  their 
infantry  supports  had  been  driven  over  the  slopes,  a  fatal  mistake  occuired. 
A  regiment  of  infantry  came  out  of  the  woods  on  Grriffin's  right,  and  as  he  was 
in  the  act  of  opening  upon  it  with  canister,  he  was  deterred  by  the  assurance 
of  Major  Barry,  the  chief  of  artillery,  that  it  "  was  a  regiment  sent  by  Colonel 
Heintzelman  to  support  the  battery."  5^  A  moment  more  and  the  doubtful  regi- 
ment proved  its  identity  by  a  deadly  volley,  and,  as  Griffin  states  in  his  official 
i-eport,  "  every  cannoneer  was  cut  down  and  a  large  nmnber  of  horses  killed, 

leaving  the  battery  (which  was  without 
^'  support  excepting  in  name)  i^erfectly 
helpless."  The  effect  upon  Eieketts  was 
equally  fatal.  He,  desperately  avo  iinded, 
and  Ramsay,  his  lieutenant,  killed,  lay 
in  the  wi'eck  of  the  battery.  Beaui'egard 
speaks  of  his  last  advance  on  the  plateau 
as  "leaving  in  our  final  possession  the 
Robinson  and  Henry  houses,  Avith  most 
of  Ricketts's  and  Griffin's  batteries,  the 
men  of  which  were  mostly  shot  doAvn 
where  they  braA'ely  stood  by  their  guns." 
Having  become  separated  from  Mc- 
Dowell, I  fell  in  with  Barnard,  his  chief 
engineer,  and  while  together  we  ob- 
served the  New  York  Fue  Zouaves,  who 
had  been  supporting  Griffin's  battery, 
fleeing  to  the  rear  in  their  gaudy  uni- 
forms, in  utter  confusion.     Thereupon 


J^GriflBn  himself  told  me  so  as  we  rode  together 
after  leo.ving  Ceiitreville.  He  and  I  were  class- 
mates and  warm  friends. —  J.  B.  F. 

Major  Wm.  P.  Barry  gives,  in  his  report,  this 
explanation  of  the  disaster  to  the  batteries  : 

"  Returning  to  the  position  occupied  by  Elokette'  and 
Griffiu's  l>atterios,  I  received  an  order  from  General 
McDon-cll  to  advance  two  batteries  to  an  eminence  [the 
Henry  ITill]  specially  designated  by  bim,  about  eight 
bnnilri'd  lards  iu  front  ot  the  line  previously  occupied 
by  our  artillcr,\",  and  \'cry  near  the  position  first  occupied 
by  the  enemy's  batteries.  I  therefore  ordered  these  two 
batteries  to  move  forward  at  once,  and,  as  soon  as  they 
were  in  motion,  went  for  and  procured  as  supports  the 
llth  (Fire  Zouaves)  and  the  14th  (Brooklyn)  New  York 
regiments.  I  accompanied  the  former  regiment  to  guide 
it  to  its  proper  position,  and  Colonel  Heintzelman,  17th 
U.  S.  Infantry,  performed  the  same  service  for  the  14th, 
on  the  right  of  the  nth.  A  squadron  of  United  States 
cavalry  under  Captain  Colburn,  1st  Cavalry,  was  subse- 
quently ordered  as  additional  support.  We  were  soon 
upon  the  ground  designated,  and  the  two  batteries  at 
once  opened  a  very  effective  fire  upon  the  enemy's  left. 
The  new  position  had  scarcely  been  occupied  when  a 


troop  of  the  enemy's  cavalry,  debouching  from  a  piece 
of  woods  close  upon  our  right  fiauk,  charged  down  upon 
the  New  Yorlc  llth.  The  Zouaves,  catching  sight  of  the 
cavalry  a  few  moments  before  they  were  u])on  them, 
broke  ranks  to  emli  a  degiee  that  the  cavalry  dashed 
through  without  dning  tlieiu  much  harm.  The  Zouaves 
gave  them  a  scatteriui;  lire  as  tlie.v  passed,  which  emptied 
five  saddles  and  Itilled  t  liiee  horses.  A  few  minates  after- 
ward a  regiment  of  tin-  cnenij's  infantry,  co^'ered  b.y  a 
high  fence,  presented  itself  in  line  on  the  left  and  front 
of  the  two  batteries  at  not  more  than  si.\t,\'  or  seventy 
yards'  distance,  and  delivered  a  volley  full  upim  the  bat- 
teries and  their  supports.  Lieutenant  Eanjsoy,  1st  Artil- 
lery, was  killed,  and  Captain  Ricketts,  1st  Artillery,  was 
wounded,  and  a  number  of  men  and  horses  were  killed 
or  (lisabli'd  by  this  close  and  well-directed  volley.  The 
llth  and  14th  regiments  instantly  broke  and  fled  in  con- 
fusion to  the  rear,  and  in  spite  of  the  repeated  and  ear- 
nest efforts  of  Colonel  Heintzelman  with  the  latter,  and 
myself  with  the  former,  refused  to  rally  and  return  to 
the  support  of  the  batteries.  The  enemy,  seeing  the  guns 
thus  abandoned  by  their  supports,  rushed  upon  them, 
and  driving  off  the  cannoneers,  who,  with  their  officers, 
stood  bravely  jxt  their  posts  until  the  last  moment,  cap- 
tured them,  ten  iu  number.  These  were  the  only  guns 
taken  by  the  enemy  on  the  field."— Ed itoks. 


I  go 
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THE    CONTEST    FOR    THE    HE>-KY    HTLL. 


Colonel  William  T.  Sherman,  "who  coimuandod  the 
Third  Brigade  of  Tyler's  division,  dcBcrilies  as  follows 
some  of  the  efforts  to  regain  the  Henry  Hill  after  the 
capture  of  Griffin's  and  Ricketts's  hatteries:  "Before 
reaching  the  crest  of  this  [Henry]  hill,  the  roadway  [see 
picture,  page  186]  was  worn  deep  enough  to  atTord  shelter, 
and  I  kf]tt  the  se\X'ra]  regiments  in  it  as  long  as  possible; 
but  when  the  WisiMtnsin  2d  was  abreast  of  the  enemy,  by 
orderof  Major  \V:MNw(irth.  of  General  McDowell's  staff, 
I  ordered  it  to  li'ave  tlic  roadway  by  the  left  flank,  and 
to  attack  flic  I'nciiiy.  This  regiment  ascended  to  the 
brow  of  the  liill  stcailily,  received  the  severe  lire  of  the 
enemy,  returned  it  with  spirit,  and  advanced  delivering 
its  tire.  This  re.giment  is  uniformed  in  gray  cloth, 
almost  identical  with  that  of  the  great  bulk  of  the  seces- 
sion army,  and  wheu  the  regiment  fell  into  confusion 
and  retreated  toward  the  road,  there  was  an  universal 
cr.y  that  they  were  being  tired  on  by  our  own  men.  The 
regiment  rallied  again,  passed  the  brow  of  the  hill  a 
second  time,  but  was  again  repulsed  in  disorder.  By 
this  time  the  New  York  79th  had  closed  up,  and  in  like 


manner  it  was  ordered  to  cross  the  brow  of  the  hill  and 
drive  the  enemy  from  cover.  It  was  impos-sible  to  get  a 
good  view  of  this  ground.  In  it  there  was  one  battery 
of  artillery,  which  poured  an  incessant  fire  npon  our 
advancing  columns,  and  the  groimd  was  ver.v  irregular, 
with  small  clusters  of  pines,  affording  shelter,  of  which 
the  enemy  took  good  advantage.  The  Are  of  rifles  and 
musketry  was  very  severe.  The  79th.  heatled  by  its 
colonel  iCameroni,  charged  across  the  hill,  and  for  a 
short  time  the  C()ntest  was  severe.  They  rallied  several 
times  under  tire,  but  tiually  broke  and  gained  the  cover 
of  the  hill.  This  left  the  field  open  to  the  Xew  'i'ork 
C9th,  Colonel  Corcoran,  who  in  his  turn  led  his  regiment 
over  the  crest,  and  had  in  full  open  view  the  ground  eo 
severely  contested.  The  tiling  was  very  severe,  and  the 
roar  of  cannon,  muskets,  and  rifles  incessant.  It  'was 
manifest  the  enemy  was  here  in  great  force,  far  supe- 
rior to  us  at  that  point.  The  69th  held  the  ground  for 
some  time,  but  finally  fell  back  in  disorder.  .  .  . 
Here,  about  3 :  30  p.  m.,  began  the  scene  of  confusion  ."uid 
disorder  that  characterized  the  remainder  of  the  dav." 


I  rode  back  to  wliere  I  knew  Biirnside's  brigade  was  at  rest,  and  stateil  to 
Burnside  tlie  ooiidition  of  affairs,  with  the  snggestion  that  he  forai  and  move 
his  l^rigade  to  the  front.  Returning,  I  again  met  Barnard,  and  as  the  battle 
seemed  to  him  and  me  to  be  going  against  us,  and  not  knowing  where 
McDowell  was,  with  the  concurrence  of  Barnard,  as  stated  in  his  official 
rejiort,  I  immediately  sent  a  note  to  Miles,  telling  him  to  move  two  l^rigades 
of  his  reserve  up  to  the  Stone  Bridge  and  telegraph  to  Wasliington  to  send 
forward  all  the  troops  that  could  be  spared. 

After  the  arrival  of  Howard's  l)i'igad(\  McDowell  for  the  last  time  pressed 
up  the  slope  to  the  plateau,  forced  back  the  Coiifedi>rate  line,  and  rcgainetl 
possession  of  the  Henry  and  Robinson  houses  and  of  the  lost  batteries.  But 
there  were  no  longer  cannoneers  to  man  or  horses  to  move  these  guns  that 
had  done  so  much.  By  the  arrival  upon  this  part  of  the  field  of  his  own 
reserves  and  Kirby  Smith's  brigade  of  Johnston's  army  about  half-past  3, 
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Beauregard  extended  his  left  to  outflank  McDowell's  shattered,  shortened,  and 

disconnected  line,  and  the  Federals  left  the  field  about  half-jjast  4.   Until  then 

they  had  fought  wonderfully  well  for  raw  troops.  There  were  no  fresh  forces  on 
the  field  to  support  or  encourage  them,  and  the  men  seemed 
to  be  seized  simultaneously  by  the  conviction  that  it  was  no 
use  to  do  anj^thing  more  and  they  might  as  well  start 
home.  Cohesion  was  lost,  the  organizations  with  some  ex- 
ceptions being  disintegrated,  and  the  men  c[uietly  walked  off. 
There  was  no  special  excitement  except  that  arising  from 
the  frantic  efforts  of  officers  to  stop  men  who  paid  little 
or  no  attention  to  anything  that  was  said.  On  the  high 
gi'ound  by  the  Matthews  house,  about  where  Evans  had 
taken  position  in  the  morning  to  check  Burnside,  Mc- 
Dowell and  his  staff",  aided  by  other  officers,  made  a 
desperate  but  futile  effort  to  arrest  the  masses  and  form 
them  into  line.  There,  I  went  to  Arnold's  battery  as  it 
came  liy,  and  advised  that  he  unlimber  and  make  a  stand  as 
a  rallying-point,  which  he  did,  saying  he  was  in  fair  con- 
dition and  ready  to  fight  as  long  as  there  was  any  fighting 
to  be  done.  But  all  efforts  failed.  The  stragglers  moved 
past  the  guns,  in  spite  of  aU  that  could  be  done,  and,  as 

stated  in  his  report,  Arnold  at  my  direction  joined  Sykes's  battalion  of  infan- 
try of  Porter's  brigade  and  Palmer's  battalion  of  cavalry,  all  of  the  regular 

army,  to  cover  the  rear,  as  the  men  trooped  back  in 

gi'eat  disorder  across  Bull  Run.    There  were  some  hours 

of  daylight  for  the  Confederates  to  gather  the  fruits  of 

victory,  but  a  few  rounds  of  shell  and  canister  checked 

all  the  piu'suit  that  was  attempted,  and  the  occasion  called 

for  no  sacrifices  or  valorous  deeds  by  the  stanch  regrdars 

of  the  rear-guard.     There  was  no  panic,  in  the  ordinary 

meaning  of  the  word,  until  the  retuing  soldiers,  guns, 

wagons,  congressmen,  and  carriages  were  fii'ed  upon,  on 

the  road  east  of  Bull  Rrui.     Then  the  i^anic  began,  and 

the  bridge  over  Cub  Run  being  rendered  impassable  for 

vehicles  by  a  wagon  that  was  upset  upon  it,  utter  con- 
fusion set  in :  pleasure-carriages,  gun-carriages,  and  am- 

numition  wagons  which  could  not  be  put  across  the  Run 

were   abandoned  and  blocked  the  way,  and  stragglers 

broke  and    threw  aside  their  muskets  and  cut  horses 

from  their  harness  and  rode  off  upon  them.     In  leaving 

the  field  the  men  took  the  same  routes,  in  a  general  way, 

hj  which   they  had  reached  it.     Hence  when  the  men 

of  Hunter's  and  Heintzelman's  divisions  got  back  to  Cen- 

treville,  they  had  walked  about  25  miles.     That  night  they  walked  back  to 

the  Potomac,  an  additional  distance  of  20  miles ;  so  that  these  undisciplined 

and  unseasoned  men  within  36  hours  walked  fully  45  miles,  besides  fighting 
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from  about  10  a.  ji.  until  4  p.  11.  on  a  hot  and  dusty  day  in  July.  McDowell 
in  person  reached  Centreville  Ijefore  sunset,  |  and  found  there  ^Miles's  di\'ision 
with  Richardson's  brigade  and  3  regiments  of  Runyon's  diA-ision,  and  Himt's, 
Tidball's,  Ayres's,  and  Grreene's  batteries  and  1  or  2  fragments  of  batteries, 
making  aljoiit  20  g-uns.  It  was  a  formidable  force,  but  there  was  a  lack 
of  food  and  the  mass  of  the  army  was 
completely  demoralized.  Beaui'egard 
had  about  an  equal  force  which  had 
not  l;)een  in  the  fight,  consisting  of 
Ewell's,  Jones's,  and  Lougstreet's  bri- 
gades and  some  troops  of  other  brigades. 
McDowell  consulted  the  di\'ision  and 
brigade  commanders  who  were  at  hand 
upon  the  question  of  making  a  stand  or 
retreating.  The  verdict  was  in  favor  of 
the  latter,  but  a  decision  of  officers  one 
way  or  the  other  was  of  no  moment ; 
the  men  had  ah'eady  decided  for  them- 
selves and  were  streaming  away  to  the 
I'ear,  in  spite  of  all  that  could  be  done. 
They  had  no  interest  or  treasure  in 
Centreville,  and  their  hearts  were  not 
there.  Theii*  tents,  provisions,  baggage, 
and  letters  from  home  were  upon  the 
banks  of  the  Potomac,  and  no  power  could  have  stopped  them  short  of 
the  camps  they  had  left  less  than  a  week  before.  As  before  stated,  most 
of  them  were  sovereigns  in  imiform,  not  soldiers.  McDowell  accepted  the 
situation,  detailed  Richardson's  and  Bleuker's  brigades  to  cover  the  retreat, 
and  the  army,  a  disorganized  mass,  with  some  creditable  exceptions,  drifted 
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4. 1  left  the  field  with  General  Franklin.  His 
brigade  had  dissolved.  We  moved  first  northerly, 
crossed  Bull  Run  below  the  Sudley  Spring  Ford, 
and  then  bore  sontli  and  east.  Learning  by  inquir- 
ies of  the  men  I  passed  that  McDowell  was  ahead 
of  me,  I  left  Franklin  and  hurried  ou  to  Centreville, 
where  I  found  McDowell,  just  after  sunset,  re- 
arranging the  positions  of  bis  reserves. — J.  B.  F. 

i  Colouel  Louis  Blenker,  commanding  the  First 
Brigade  of  Miles's  division,  covered  the  retreat  of 
the  array  from  Centreville,  which  he  describes  as 
follows:  '"In  this  position  the  brigade  reuiained 
until  about  4  o'clock  P.  M.,  when  I  received  orders 
to  advance  upon  the  road  from  Centreville  to  War- 
renton.  This  order  was  executed  with  great  diffi- 
culty, as  the  road  was  nearly  choked  up  by  the 
retreating  baggage-wagons  of  several  divisions, 
and  by  the  vast  numbers  of  flying  soldiers  belong- 
ing to  various  regiments.  .  .  .  The  Stli  [Xew 
York  Volunteer]  Regiment  took  position  one  and  a 
half  miles  south  of  CentreviUe.on  both  sides  of  the 
road  leading  to  Bull  Run.  Tlie  L'lUh  [New  York] 
Regiment  stood  half  a  mile  behind  the  Stli,  en 
ecltiqiikr  by  companies.  The  Garibaldi  Guard  stood 


as  reserve  in  line  behind  the  liOth  Regiment. 
The  retreat  of  great  numbers  of  flying  soldiers 
continued  till  9  o'clock  in  the  evening,  the  great 
majority  in  wild  confusion,  but  few  in  collected 
bodies.  Soon  afterward  several  squadrons  of  the 
enemy's  cavalry  advanced  along  the  road  and 
appeared  before  the  outposts.  They  were  chal- 
lenged by  •  Who  comes  there  ? '  and  remaining 
without  any  answer,  I,  being  just  present  at  the 
outposts,  called,  'Union  forever.'  Whereupon  the 
officer  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  commanded.  '  Eh 
ainiit :  cii  arant.  Knock  him  down!'  Now  the 
skirmishers  fired,  when  the  enemy  turned  around. 
leaA'ing  several  killed  and  wounded  on  the  spot. 
.\boiit  nine  prisoners,  who  were  already  in  their 
hands,  were  liberated  by  this  action.  Afterward 
we  were  several  times  molested  from  various  sides 
by  the  enemy's  cavalry.  .\t  about  midnight  the 
command  to  leave  the  position  and  march  to 
Washington  was  given  by  General  ircDowoU, 
The  brigade  retired  in  perfect  order,  and  ready 
to  repel  any  attack  ou  the  road  from  Ceulre- 
ville  to  Fairfax  Court  House,  Anuaudale  to  Wash- 
ington."—  Editors. 
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as  the  men  pleased  away  from  tlie  scene  of  action.  There  was  no  pur- 
suit, and  the  march  from  Centreville  was  as  barren  of  opportunities  for  the 
rear-guard  as  the  withdi-awal  from  the  field  of  battle  had  beeu.\  ^\'lien 
McDowell  reached  Faii-fax  Com-t  House  in  the  night,  he  was  in  communica- 
tion with  Washington  and  exchanged  telegrams  with  General  Scott,  in  one  of 
which  the  old  hero  said,  "  We  are  not  discouraged  " ;  but  that  dispatch  did 
not  lighten  the  gloom  in  which  it  was  received.  McDowell  was  so  tii-ed  that 
while  sitting  on  the  ground  writing  a  dispatch  he  fell  asleep,  pencil  in  hand, 
in  the  middle  of  a  sentence.  His  adjutant-general  aroused  him  ;  the  dispatch 
was  finished,  and  the  weary  ride  to  the  Potomac  resumed.  When  the  unfortu- 
nate commander  dismounted  at  Arlington  next  forenoon  in  a  soaking  rain, 
after  32  houi's  in  the  saddle,  his  disastrous  campaign  of  6  days  was  closed. 

The  fii-st  martial  effervescence  of  the  country  was  over.  The  three- 
months  men  went  home,  and  the  three-months  chapter  of  the  war  ended  — 
with  the  South  triumphant  and  confident;  the  North  disappointed  but 
determined. 


\  The  revised  losses  are  as  follows :  Federal, 
16  officers  aud  444:  enlisted  men  killed;  78  offi- 
cers and  1046  enlisted  men  wounded  ;  50  officers 
and  1263  enlisted  men  missing;  25  pieces  of  artil- 

*  The  scene  in  Washington  after  the  battle  has 
been  graphically  described  by  Walt  Whitman,  from 
whose  "Specimen  Days  and  Collect"  (Philadelphia: 
Rees,  Welch  &  Co.)  we  make  these  extracts  : 

"  The  defeated  troops  commenced  poming  into  Wash- 
ington over  the  Long  Bridge  at  daylight  on  Monday, 
22d  — day  di'izzUngall  through  with  rain.  The  Saturday 
and  Sunday  of  the  hattle  (20th,  21st)  had  been  parched 
and  hot  to  an  extreme  —  the  dust,  the  grime  and  smoke, 
in  layers,  sweated  in,  follow'd  by  other  layers  again 
sweated  in,  absorb'd  by  those  excited  souls  —  their 
clothes  all  saturated  with  the  clay-powder  flUlng  the 
air  —  stirr'd  up  everywhere  on  the  dry  roads  and  trod- 
den fields  by  the  regiments,  swarming  wagons,  artDlery, 
etc.—  aU  the  men  with  this  coating  of  murk  and  sweat 
and  rain,  now  recolUng  back,  pouring  over  the  Long 
Bridge  —  a  horrible  march  of  twenty  miles,  returning  to 
Washington  baffled,  humiliated,  panic-struck.  Where 
are  the  vaunts  and  the  proud  boasts  with  which  you 
went  forth  ?  Where  are  your  banners,  and  your  bands 
of  music,  and  your  ropes  to  bring  back  your  prisoners  i 
Well,  there  isn't  a  band  playing  —  aud  there  isn't  a  Hag 
but  clmgs  ashamed  and  lank  to  its  staff. 

"  The  Sim  rises,  but  shines  not.  The  men  appear,  at 
first  sparsely  and  shame-faced  enough,  then  thicker,  in 
the  streets  of  Washington  —  appear  in  Pennsylvania 
Avenue,  and  on  the  steps  and  basement  entrances.  They 
come  along  in  disorderly  mobs,  some  in  squads,  strag- 
glers, companies.  Occasionally,  a  rare  regiment,  in  per- 
fect order,  with  its  officers  (some  gaps,  dead,  the  true 
braves),  marching  In  silence,  with  lowering  faces,  stern, 
weary  to  sinking,  all  black  and  dirt.v,  but  every  man 
with  his  musket,  and  stepping  alive ;  but  these  are  the 
exceptions.  Sidewalks  of  Pennsylvania  Avenue,  Four- 
teenth street,  etc.,  crowded,  jamm'd  with  citizens,  dar- 
kies, clerks,  everybody,  lookers-on  ;  women  in  the  win- 
dows, curious  expressions  from  faces,  as  those  swarms 
of  dirt-cover'd  returu'd  soldiers  there  (Will  they  never 
end?)  move  by;  but  nothing  said,  no  comments;  (h.alf 
our  lookers-on  '  secesh '  of  the  most  venomous  kind  — 


lery  and  a  large  quantity  of  small  arms.  Confeder- 
ate, 25  officers  and  362  enlisted  men  killed;  63 
officers  and  1519  enlisted  men  wounded;  1  officer 
and  12  enlisted  men  missing. — J.  B.  P. 

they  say  nothing ;  but  the  devil  snickers  in  their  faces). 
During  the  forenoon,  Washington  gets  all  over  motley 
with  these  defeated  soldiers  —  quccr-lonking  objects, 
strange  eyes  and  faces,  drench'd  (tlio  steady  rain  drizzles 
on  all  day)  and  fearfully  worn,  hungry,  liaggard.  l)lister'd 
in  the  feet.  Good  people  (but  not  over-many  of  them 
either)  hiuTy  up  something  for  their  grub.  They  put 
wash-kettles  on  the  fire,  for  soup,  for  coffee.  They  set 
tables  on  the  sidewalks — wagon-loads  of  bread  are  pur- 
chas'd,  swiftly  cut  in  stout  chunks.  Here  are  two  aged 
ladies,  beautiful,  the  first  in  the  city  for  culture  and 
charm,  they  stand  with  store  of  eating  and  drink  at  an 
impro\'is'd  table  of  rough  plank,  and  give  food,  and  have 
the  store  replenish'd  from  their  house  eyevy  half-hour 
aU  that  day ;  and  there  in  the  rain  they  stand,  active, 
silent,  white-liair'd,  and  give  food,  though  the  tears 
stream  down  their  cheeks,  almost  without  intermission, 
the  whole  time.  Amid  the  deep  excitement,  crowds  and 
motion,  and  desperate  eagerness,  it  seems  strange  to  see 
many,  very  many,  of  the  soldierssleeping —  in  the  midst 
of  all,  sleeping  sound.  The.v  drop  down  anywhere,  on 
the  steps  of  houses,  up  close  by  the  basements  or  fences, 
on  the  sidewalk,  aside  on  some  vacant  lot.  and  deeply 
sleep.  A  poor  seventeen  or  eighteen  year  old  hoy  lies 
there,  on  the  stoop  of  a  grand  house;  be  sleeps  so  calmly, 
so  prof  oimdly .  Some  clutch  their  muskets  firmly  even  in 
sleep.  Some  in  squads;  comrades,  brothers,  close  to- 
gether—  and  on  them,  as  they  lay,  sulkily  drips  the 
rain.    .    .    . 

"  But  the  hour,  the  day,  the  night  pass'd,  and  what- 
ever returns,  an  hour,  a  day,  a  night  like  that  can  never 
again  rettiru.  The  President,  recovering  liimself,  begins 
that  very  night  —  sternly,  rapidly  sets  about  the  task  of 
reorganizing  his  forces,  and  placing  himself  in  positions 
for  future  and  surer  work.  If  there  were  nothing  else  of 
Abraham  Lincoln  for  history  to  stamp  him  with,  it  is 
enough  to  send  him  with  his  wi'eath  to  the  memory  of  all 
future  time,  that  he  endured  that  hour,  that  day.  liittei-er 
than  gall  —  indeed  a  crucifixion  day  —  that  it  did  not 
conquer  him— that  he  unflinchingly  stemm'd  it,  and 
resolv'd  to  lift  himself  aud  the  Union  out  of  it." 
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The  coinpowitioD  and  loases  of  each  army  as  here  stated  give  the  gist  of  all  the  data  obtainable  id  the  Official  Kt*onls, 
K  staniKs  for  killed  ;  w  for  wounded ;  m  for  captured  or  nibwtng  :  c  for  captured,— EniTOlUs. 

COMPOSITION  AND   LOSSES  OF  THE   UNION  ARMY. 

Brig.-Gen.  Irvln  McDowell.    Staff  loss:  w,  1.    (Capt.  O.  H.  TiUlnghast,  mortally  wounded.) 


First  Division,  Brig.-Gen.  Daniel  T3-ler.  Staff  loss: 
w,  2.  First  Bngade,  Col.  Erasmus  D.  Keye.i :  2d  Me., 
Col.  C.  D.  Jameson;  1st  Conn.,  Col.  G.  S.  Bnmham;  2d 
Conn.,  Col.  A.  H.  Terry ;  3d  Conn.,  Col.  John  L.  Chat- 
fleld.  Brigade  loss :  k,  19;  w,  50;  m,  154  =  223.  Second 
Brigade,  Brig.-Gen.  Robert  C.  Schenct:  2d X.Y.  (militia). 
Col.  G.  W.  B.  Tompkins ;  1st  Ohio,  Col.  A.  McD.  -McCook ; 
2d  Oliio,  Lieut-Col.  Rodney  Mason:  E,  2d  f.  S.  Arty.. 
Capt.  J.  H.  Carlisle.  Brigade  loss :  k,  21 ;  w,  25  ;  ni,  52  = 
98.  Third  Brigade,  Col.  W.  T.  Sherman:  13th  N.  Y.,  Col. 
I.  F.  Quinliy  ;  69th  N.  Y.,  Col.  M.  Corcoran  (w  and  ci, 
Capt.  James  Kelly;  79th  N.  Y'.,  Col.  James  Cameron  (k) ; 
2d  Wis..  Lieut.-Col.  H.  W.  Peek;  E.  3d  U.  S.  Arty..  Capt. 
R.  B.  Ayres.  Brigade  loss  :  k,  107  ;  w,  205 ;  m,  293  =  605. 
Fourth  Brigade,  Col.  Israel  B.  Richardson :  1st  Mass., 
Col.  Roliert  Cowdin  ;  12th  N.  Y.,  Col.  Ezra  L.  Walrath  ; 
2d  Mich.,  Major  A.  W.  WilUams ;  3d  Mich.,  Col.  Daniel 
McCounell;  G,  1st  U.  S.  Arty.,  Lieut.  John  Edwards; 
M,  2d  U.  S.  Arty.,  Capt.  Henry  J.  Hunt.  This  brigade  was 
only  slightly  engaged  in  front  of  Blackburn's  Ford,  with 
the  loss  of  one  officer  killed. 

Second  Division,  Col.  D.  Hunter  (w).  Col.  Andrew 
Porter.  Staff  loss  :  w,  1;  m,  1  =  2.  First  Brigade,  Col. 
Audi-ew  Porter :  8th  N.  Y'.  (militia).  Col.  Geo.  Lyons  ;  Hth 
N.  Y'.  (militia),  Col.  A.  M.  Wood  (w  and  c),  Lieut.-Col.  E. 
B.  Fowler;  27th  N.  Y'.,  Col.  H.  W.  Slocura  (w).  Major  J. 
J.  Bartlett ;  Battalion  U.  S.  Infantry,  Msyor  George 
Sykes;  Battalion  U.  S.  Marines,  Major  J.  G.  Reynolds; 
Battalion  U.  S.  Cavalry,  Ma,)or  I.  N.  Palmer ;  D,  5th  U 
S.  Arty.,  Capt.  Charles  GrifHn.  Brigade  loss :  k,  86  ;  w, 
177;  m,  201  =  461.  Second  Brigade,  Col.  Ambrose  E. 
Burnside  :  2dN.  H.,  Col.  Gilman  Marston  (wi,  Lieut. -Col. 
F.  S.  Fiskc;  1st  R.  I.,  Major  J.  P  BaUh ;  2d  R  I.  (with 
battery).  Col.  John  S.  Slocum  (k),  Lieut.-Col.  Fi'ank 
Whcaton ;  71st  N.  Y'.  (with  two  howitzers).  Col.  H.  P. 
Martin.    Brigade  loss :  k,  58 ;  w,  171 ;  m,  134  =  363. 


Thiki>  Division.  Col.  Samuel  P.  Heintzelman.  Firtt 
Brigade,  Col.  W.  B.  Franklin :  oth  Mass.,  Col.  S.  C.  Law- 
rence; 11th  Mass..  CoL  George  Clark.  Jr.;  1st  Minn., 
Col.  W.  A.  Gorman ;  I,  1st  U.  .S'.  -Arty.,  Capt.  J.  B.  Bict- 
etts  (w  andc),  Lieut.  Edmund  Kirby.  Brigade  loss;  k, 
70;  w,  197;  m,  92=359.  SecJtnd  Brigade.  Col.  Orlando 
B.  Willcos  iw  and  ci.  Col.  J.  H.  H.Ward:  11th  X.  Y'., 
Lieut.-Col.  X.  L.  Famham ;  3Sth  N.  Y..  CoL  J.  H.  H. 
Ward,  Lieut.-Col.  A.  Famsworth;  1st  Mich..  Major  A.  F. 
Bidwell ;  4th  .Michigan,  Col.  D.  A.  Woodbury;  D.  2d  U.  S. 
Arty.,  Capt.  Richard  Arnold.  Brigade  loss:  k.  65;  w, 
177;  m,  190  =  432.  Third  Brigade,  Col.  Oliver  O.  How- 
ard: 3d  Me.,  Major  H.  G.  Staples;  4th  Me..  Col.  H.  G. 
Berry;  5th  Me.,  Col.  M.  H.  Dunnell;  2d  Tt,  CoL  Heiuy 
Whiting.    Brigade  loss:  k.  27 ;  w,  100;  m,  98  =  225. 

ForRTH  (RESERVE)  DIVISION.  [Sot  OD  the  field  of  bat- 
tle.] Brig.-Gen.  Theodore  Run.voD.  J/iVi/io  .■  let  X.  J.. 
Col.  A.  J.  Johnson  ;  2d  S.  J..  Col.  H  M.  Baker:  3<1  X.  J., 
Col.  Wm  Xapton :  4th  X.  J..  Col.  Matthew  Miller.  Jr. 
Tolunteers:  1st  X.  J..  Col.  W.  B.  Montgomery:  2d  X. 
J.,  Col.  Geo.  W.  McLean ;  3dX.  J.,  CoL  George  W.  Taylor; 
4l8t  X.  Y'.,  Col.  Leopold  von  Gilsa. 

Fifth  Division.  [In  reserve  at  Centreville  and  not 
engaged  in  the  battle  proper.  It  had  some  skirmishing 
during  the  day  and  while  covering  the  retreat  of  the 
army.]  Col.  Di.von  S.  Miles.  First  Brigade,  Col.  Louis 
Blenker:  8thX.  Y'.  (Vols.)  Lieut.-Col.  Julius  Stahel;  29tli 
X.  Y.,  Col.  Adolph  von  Pteinwehr:  39th  X.  Y".  (Garibaldi 
Guards),  Col.  F.  G.  DTtassy:  27th  Penna..  CoL  Max 
Einstein ;  A,  2d  r.  S.  Arty..  Capt.  John  C.  Tidball :  Book- 
wood's  X.  T.  battery.  Captain  Charles  Bookwood.  Bri- 
gade loss  :  k,  6 ;  w,  16 ;  m.  %  =  118.  Second  Brigade.  CoL 
Thomas  A.  Da  vies :  16th  X.Y'.,  Lieut.-Col.  Samuel  Marsh ; 
18th  X.Y'..  Col.  W.  A.  Jackson :  31st  XT..  Col.  C.  E.  Pratt : 
32d  X.  Y".,  Col.  R.  Mathcson ;  G,  2d  V.  S.  Any..  Lieut. 
O.  D.  Greene.    Brigade  loss  :  w.  2  ;  m.  1  =  3. 


Total  loss  of  the  Union  array  :  killed,  400;  wounded.  1124 ;  captured  or  missing,  1312,— grand  total.  2896. 


STRENGTH   OF   THE   UNION   ARMY. 


(ieneral  James  B.  Fr.v,  who  was  General  McDowell's 
adjutant-general,  prepared  in  October,  1884,  a  statement 
of  the  strength  of  the  army,  in  brief  as  follows : 

"  It  was  not  practicable  at  the  time  to  ascertain  the 
strength  (it  the  army  with  accurac.v;  and  it  isimpossible 
now  to  niak(^  a  retm*u  which  cau  be  pronounced  abso- 
lutely correct. 

'■  The  abstract  which  appears  on  page  309.  vol.  ii., '  Offi- 
cial Records,'  is  not  a  return  of  McDowell's  army  at  the 
battle  of  Bull  Rtm,  and  was  not  prcjiarcd  by  me,  but.  as 
I  understand,  has  been  compiled  since  the  war.  It  t>ur- 
ports  to  give  the  strength  of  the  '  Dci>artmcnt  of  Xnrth- 
eastern  Virginia,'  Jul.y  16tli  and  17th,  not  of  McDowcU's 
army,  July  21st.  It  doi's  not  .-how  the  lossi's  resulting 
from  the  discbarge  of  the  4lli  Pennsylvania  Infantry  and 
■\'arian's  New  Yi>rlc  Itattcry.  which  marched  to  the  rear 
on  the  moniing  of  the  21st.  ni>r  the  heav.v  losses  inci- 
dent to  the  inavi'h  of  the  army  from  the  Potomac:  it 
eniln'a<'i's  two  regimctitB  — the  21st  and  25tli  Xew  York  In- 
fantry —  which  were  not  with  the  army  in  the  tii'ld  :  and 
it  contains  Ihi'  strengtii  of  Company  K.  Scconil  I'liited 
States  Cavalry,  as  a  siiecial  item,  whereas  that  company 
is  embraced  in  the  strength  of  ilie  Second  (lIunter■s^ 
Division,  to  which  it,  with  the  ri'st  of  tlie  I'avalry. 
belonged. 


"  In  his  report  of  the  battle  (p.  324,  vol.  ii..  •  Official 
Records '1  General  McDowell  says  he  crosse<l  Bull  Run 
'with  about  eighteen  thousand  men.'  I  collected  iofor- 
matiim  to  that  effect  for  him  at  the  time.  His  statement 
is  substantially  correct  The  following  is  an  exhibit  in 
detail  of  the  forces  actuall.v  engaged ; 


Commands. 

Officers, 

19 
384 
ass 
341 

Entuled 
men. 

First  Division,  two  briirades  

Seci)nd  Division,  two  lu'iinides. . . 
Third  Divi.-ion,  three  brig-.ides. . 

6,oe8 

s.nT 

$,8«1 

Total  —  seven  brig-ades 

896 

iT.ere 

"  Only  Keyes's  and  Shominn'.s  brigades  of  the  tnnr 
brigailes  of  the  First  Division  cros,si>iI  Bull  Run. 

••The  Fifth  Division,  with  Kichanlson'e  bri.eade  of  the 
First  Division  attached,  wa.s  in  reserve  at  and  in  front 
of  Centreville.  Sonu-  of  it  was  lightly  engaciHi  on  our 
side  of  Hull  Run  In  reiH-lIin,e  a  ftH>l>le  advance  of  the 
enemy.  The  Fourth  (Reserve)  Division  was  left  to 
guard  our  co'mnuuicatioMS  with  the  Potomac,  its  ad- 
vance being  seven  miles  in  rear  of  CentrertUe. 
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"That  is  to  eay,  McDowell  crossed  Bull  Eun  with  896 
ofJieers,  17,676  ranis  and  tUe,  and  24  pieces  of  artillery. 

"  The  artillerymen  who  crossed  Bull  Eun  are  embraced 
in  the  figures  of  the  foregoing  table.  The  guns  were  as 
follows :  Ricketts's  Battery,  6  in-x)Ounder  rifle  guns ; 
Griffin's  Battery,  4  10-pounder  rifle  guns,  2  12-pounder 
howitzers;  Arnold's  Battery,  2  13-poimder  rifle  guns, 
2  6-pounder  smooth-bores :  R.  I.  Battery,  6  13-pounder 
rifles ;  71st  >'.  Y.  Reg't's  Battery,  2  Dahlgren  howitzers. 


"  The  artillery.  In  addition  to  that  which  crossed  Bull 
Run,  was  as  follows:  Hunt's  Battery,  4  12-pounder 
rifle  guns;  Carlisle's  Battery,  2  13-pouuder  rifle  guns,  2 
6-pouiider  stuooth-bore  guns ;  Tidball's  Battery,  2 
6-pounder  smooth-bore  guns,  2  12-pounder  howitzers; 
Greene's  Battery,  4  10-pounder  rifle  guns ;  Ayi'es's  Bat- 
tery, 2  10-pouuder  rifle  giuis,  2  6-pounder  smooth-bore 
guns,  2  12-pounder  howitzers  :  Edwards's  Battery,  2  20- 
pounder  rifle  guns,  1  30-pounder  rifle  gun." 


COMPOSITION   AND  LOSSES  OF   THE   CONFEDERATE  ARMY. 
General  Joseph  E.  Johnston. 


Army  op  the  Potomac,  Brig.-Gen.  G.  T.  Beauregard. 
First  Brigade,  Brig.-Gen.  M.  L.  Bonham  :  11th  X.  C,  Col. 
W.  W.  Kirkland;  2d  S.  C,  Col.  J.  B.  Kershaw;  3d  S.  C, 
Col.  J.  H.  Williams  ;  7th  S.  C,  Col.  Thomas  G.  Bacon; 
8th  S.  C,  Col.  E.  B.  C.  Cash.  Loss:  k,  10:  w,  66  =  76. 
Second  Brigade  [not  actively  engaged],  Brig.-Gen.  E.  S. 
EweU:  5th  Ala.,  Col.  R.  E.  Bodes;  6th  Ala.,  Col.  J.  J. 
Seibels  ;  6th  La.,  Col.  J.  G.  Sej-mour.  Third  Brigade, 
Brig.-Gen.  D.E.Jones:  17th  Miss.,  Col.  W.  S.  Feather- 
ston ;  18th  Miss.,  Col.  E.  R.  Burt ;  5th  y.  C,  Col.  M.  Jen- 
kins. Loss:  k,  13;  w,  62  =  75.  Fourth  Brigade  [not  act- 
ively engaged],  Brig.-Gen.  James  Longstreet :  5th  N.  C, 
Lieut.-Col.  Jones :  1st  Va.,  Major  F.  G.  Skinner;  11th  Va., 
Col.  S.  Garland,  Jr. ;  17th  Va.,  Col.  M.  D.  Corse.  Loss :  k.  2 ; 
w,  12  =  14.  Fifth  Br;(/a(7e,  Col.  P.  St.  Geo.  Cocke :  8th  Va., 
Col.  Eppa  Hunton ;  18th  Va.,  Col.  R.  E.  Withers ;  19th  Va., 
Lleut.-Col.  J.  B.  Strange ;  28th  Va.,  Col.  E.  T.  Preston ; 
49th  Va.  (3  COS. I,  Col.  Wm.  Smith.  Loss:  k,  23;  w,  79;  m, 2 
=  104.  Sixth  Brigade,  Col.  luhaX  A.'E.axly:  7th  La.,  Col. 
Harry  T  Hays ;  13th  Miss.,  Col.  Wm.  Barksdale ;  7th  Va., 
Col.  J.  L.  Kemper;  24th  Va.,  Lieut.-Col.  P.  Hairston,  Jr. 
Less:  k,  12;  w,  67  =  79.  Evans's  command  (temporarily 
organized).  Col.  N.  G.  Evans :  1st  La.  Battalion,  Major  C. 
R. Wheat  (w) ;  4th  S.  C,  Col.  J.  B.  E.  Sloan  ;  Cavalry,  Capt. 
W.  R.  Terry ;  Artillery,  Lieut.  G.  S.  Davidson.  Loss:  k, 
20 ;  w,  118 ;  m,  8  =  146.  Reserve  Brigade  [not  actively  en- 
gaged], Brig.-Gen.  T.  H.  Holmes:  Ist  Arkansas  and  2d 
Tennessee.  Unattached  Infantry.  8th  La.  :  Col.  H.  B. 
Kelly;  Hampton's  (S.  C.)  Legion,  Col.  Wade  Hampton. 


Loss :  k,  19;  w,  100 ;  m,  2  =  121.  Caralrg  ;  30th  Virginia, 
Col.  E.  C.  W.  Radford ;  Harrison's  Battalion  ;  Ten  inde- 
pendent comp.anies.  Loss:  k,  5;  w,  8  =  13.  Artillery: 
Battalion  Washington  Artillery  (La.),  Major  J.  B.  Wal- 
ton ;  Alexandria  (Va.)  Battery,  Capt.  Del  Kemper ;  La- 
tham's (Va.)  Battery,  Capt.  H.  G.  Latham;  Loudoun 
(Va.)  Artillery,  Capt.  Arthur  L.  Rogers ;  Sliields's  (Va.) 
Battery,  Capt.  J.  C.  Shields.  Loss :  k.  2  ;  w,  8  =  10.  Total 
loss  Army  of  the  Potomac:   k,  105 ;  w,  519 ;  m,  12  =  636. 

Army  of  the  Shenandoah,  General  Joseph  E. 
Johnston.  First  Brigade,  Brig.-Gen.  T.  J.  Jackson :  2d 
Va.,  Col.  J.  W.  AUen;  4th  Va.,  Col.  J.  F.  Preston;  6th 
Va.,  Col.  Kenton  Harper;  27th  Va..  Lieut.-Col.  John 
Echols;  33d  Va.,  Col.  A.  C.  Cummings.  Loss:  k,  119;  w, 
442  =  561.  Second  Brigade,  Col.  F.  S.  Bartow  (k) :  7th  Ga., 
Col.  Lucius  J.  GartreU  ;  8th  Ga.,  Lieut.-Col.  W.  M.  Gard- 
ner. Loss:  k,  60;  w,  293  =  353.  Third  Brigade,  Brig.- 
Gen.  B.  E.  Bee  (kl :  4th  Ala  ,  Col.  Jones  (k).  Col.  S.  R. 
Gist ;  2d  Miss.,  Col.  W.  C.  Falkner ;  11th  Miss.  (2  cos.), 
Lieut.-Col.  P.  F.  Liddell ;  6th  N.  C,  Col.  C.  F.  Fisher  (k). 
Loss:  k,  95;  w,  309;  m,  1  =40.5.  Fourth  Brigade,  Brig.- 
Gen.  E.  K.  Smith  (w).  Col.  Arnold  Elzey :  1st  Md.  Bat- 
talion, Lieut.-Col.  George  H.  Steuart;  3d  Tennessee, 
Col,  John  C.  Vaughn  ;  10th  Va.,  Col.  S,  B.  Gibbons ;  13th 
Va.,  Col.  A.  P.  Hill.  Loss  :  k,  8 ;  w,  19  =  27.  Artillery: 
Imboden's,  Stanard's,  Pendleton's,  AUiurtis's,  and  Beck- 
ham's batteries.  Cavalry :  1st  Va.,  Col.  J.  E.  B.  Stuart. 
(Loss  not  specifically  reported.)  Total  loss  Army  of  the 
Shenandoah :  k,  282';  w,  1063 ;  m,  1  =  1346. 


Total  loss  of  the  Confederate  Army :  killed,  387 ;  wounded,  1582 ;  captured  or  missing,  13,—  grand  total,  1982. 


STRENGTH  OF  THE  CONFEDERATE  ARMY. 


In  October,  1884,  General  Thomas  Jordan,  who  was 
General  Beauregard's  adjutant-general,  prepared  a 
statement  of  the  strength  of  the  Confederate  army  at 
Bull  Run  or  Manassas,  of  which  the  following  is  a  con- 
densation : 

"  So  far  as  the  troops  of  Beauregard's  immediate  Army 
of  the  Potomac  are  concerned,  this  statement  is  con- 
densed from  two  that  I  prepared  with  the  sub-returns 
of  all  the  commands  before  me  as  the  adjutant-gen- 
eral of  that  army,  September  25th,  1861,  and  I  will 
vouch  for  its  exactness.  In  respect  to  the  Army  of  the 
Shenandoah,  I  have  been  obliged  to  present  an  estimate 
of  8340  as  the  total  of  the  rank  and  file  of  Johnston's 
army,  my  authority  for  which  is  a  statement  written 
by  me  in  the  official  report  of  the  battle,  and  based,  as  I 
distinctly  recollect,  upon  official  documents  and  retui-ns 
in  my  hands  at  the  time,  of  the  accuracy  of  which  I  was 
and  am  satisfied.  The  totals  of  General  Beauregard's 
Army  of  the  Potomac  are : 


ARMY  OF  THE  POTOM.AC  AVAILABLE  ON  THE  FIELD. 

Generals  and  Stafl' 37 

Infantry,  Rank  and  File 19,569 

Cavalry,       "             "    1,468 

Artillery,      "              "    826 

21,900 
Field  Guns  27 

ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC  ACTIVELY'  ENGAGED. 

Generals  and  StaflT 10 

Infantry,  Rank  and  File 8,415 

Cav.alry,        "             "    1,000 

Artillery,       "             "    288 

9,713 
Field  Guns 17 


RECAPITULATION. 

Infantry.  Cavalry. 

Army  of  the  Potomac  —  Rank  and  FUe  engaged 8.415    ....  1,000    . 

"         •'     .Shenandoah,    "             "          "         (estimated)     7,684    ....  300    . 

Total  Rank  and  File,  both  Confederate  armies,  engaged  .    .  -      16,099     1,300     . 


Artillery.  Staff. 
288  .. .  10  .  . 
350     ....       6     . . 

638     ....      16     . . 


Total. 
9,713 
8,340 


THE    FIRST    BATTLE   OF    BULL   RUN. 

BY    G.   T.    BEAUREGARD.    GENERAL,   C.  P.  A. 

I OON  after  the  first  oonfliet  between  the  authorities  of  the 

Federal  L'liiou   aud  those  of  the   Confederate  States    had 

occurred  in  Charleston  Harbor,  hj  the  bombardment  of  Fort 

Sumter, — which,  beginning  at  4:30  a.  m.  on  the  12th  of  April, 

1861,  forced  the  sun-ender  of  that  fortress  within  thirty  hours 

thereafter  into  my  hands, — I  was  called  to  Eichmond,  which 

1  >y  that  time  had  become  the  Confederate  seat  of  government, 

and  was  dii'ected  to  "  assume  command  of  the  Confederate 

troops  on   the  Alexandria  line."     AiTiving  at   Manassas 

Junction,  I  took  command  on  the  2d  of  June,  forty-nine 

days  after  the  evacuation  of  Fort  Sumter. 

Although  the  position  at  the  time  was  strategically  of 
commanding  importance  to  the  Confederates,  the  mere 
»    terrain  was  not  only  without  uatui'al  defensive  advan- 
tages, but,  on  the  contrary,  was  absolutely  vmfavorable. 
Its  strategic  value  was  that,  being  close  to  the  Federal 
.  uow,s,.«A  •  T,GE»  capital,  it  held  in  observation  the  chief  anuy  then  being 

assembled  near  Arlington  by  General  McDowell,  under  the  immediate  eye  of 
the  commander-in-chief,  General  Scott,  for  an  oft'ensive  movement  against 
Richmond ;  and  while  it  had  a  railway  approach  in  its  rear  for  the  easy  accu- 
mulation of  reenforcements  and  all  the  necessary  munitions  of  war  from  the 
southward,  at  the  same  time  another  (the  Manassas  Gap)  railway,  diverging 
laterally  to  the  left  from  that  i^oint,  gave  rapid  communications  with  the  fer- 
tile valley  of  the  Shenandoah,  then  teeming  with  live  stock  and  cereal  sulisist- 
ence,  as  well  as  with  other  resources  essential  to  the  Confederates.  Theiv  was 
this  f m'ther  value  in  the  position  to  the  Confederate  army :  that  diiriug  the 
period  of  accumulation,  seasoning,  and  training,  it  might  be  fed  from  the  fat 
fields,  pastures,  and  garners  of  Loudoun,  Fauquier,  and  the  Lower  Shenandoah 
Valley  counties,  which  othermse  must  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 
But,  on  the  other  hand.  Bull  Rim,  a  petty  stream,  was  of  little  or  no  defen- 
sive strength ;  for  it  abounded  in  fords,  and  although  for  the  most  part  its 
banks  were  rocky  and  abrujit,  the  side  from  which  it  woiild  lie  ai^proaohed 
offensively  in  most  places  commanded  the  opposite  ground. 

At  the  time  of  my  arrival  at  Manassas,  a  Confederate  army  under  General 
Joseph  E.  Johnston  was  in  occupation  of  the  Lower  Shenandoah  Valley,  along 
the  line  of  the  Upper  Potomac,  chiefly  at  Harper's  Ferry,  which  was  regarded 
as  the  gateway  of  the  valley  and  of  one  of  the  possible  approaches  to  Rich- 
mond ;  a  position  from  which  he  was  speedily  forced  to  retire,  however,  by  a 
flank  movement  of  a  Federal  army,  under  the  veteran  General  Pattei-son. 
thrown  across  the  Potomac  at  or  about  Martinsburg.  On  my  other  or  right 
flank,  so  to  speak,  a  Confederate  force  of  some  2500  men  under  General 

19fi 
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AKLIKGTOX,    THE    HOME    OF    GENERAL    ROBEKT    E.   LEE. 


Holmes  occupied  the  position  of  Aquia  Creek  on  the  lower  Potomac,  upon 
the  line  of  approach  to  Richmond  from  that  direction  through  Fredericks- 
burg. The  other  approach,  that  by  way  of  the  James  River,  was  held  by 
Confederate  troops  under 
Generals  Huger  and  Ma- 
gi-uder.  Establishing  small 
outposts  at  Leesburg  to  ob- 
serve the  crossings  of  the 
Potomac  in  that  quarter, 
and  at  Fairfax  Court  Hoiise 
in  observation  of  Ai'lington, 
with  other  detachments  in 
advance  of  Manassas  toward 
Alexandi'ia  on  the  south 
side  of  the  railroad,  from 
the  very  outset  I  was  anx- 
iously aware  that  the  sole 
military  advantage  at  the 
moment  to  the  Confeder- 
ates was  that  of  holding  the 
interior  lines.  On  the  Fed- 
eral or  hostile  side  were  all  material  advantages,  including  superior  nimibers, 
largely  di'awn  from  the  old  militia  organizations  of  the  gi'eat  cities  of  the 
North,  decidedly  better  armed  and  equipped  than  the  troops  under  me,  and 
strengthened  by  a  smaU  but  incomparable  body  of  regular  infantry  as  well 
as  a  number  of  batteries  of  regular  field  artUlery  of  the  highest  class,  and  a 
very  large  and  thoroughly  organized  staff  corps,  besides  a  numerous  body 
of  professionally  educated  officers  in  command  of  volunteer  regiments,  J  — 
aU  precious  military  elements  at  such  a  juncture. 

Happily,  thi-ough  the  foresight  of  Colonel  Thomas  Jordan, — whom  General 
Lee  had  placed  as  the  adjutant-general  of  the  forces  there  assembled 
before  my  arrival, — arrangements  were  made  which  enabled  me  to  receive 
reg-ularly,  from  private  persons  at  the  Federal  capital,  most  accurate  infor- 
mation, of  which  politicians  high  in  council,  as  well  as  War  Department 
clerks,  were  the  unconscious  ducts.  On  the  4th  of  July,  my  pickets  hap- 
pened upon  and  captxu-ed  a  soldier  of  the  regulars,  who  proved  to  be  a  clerk 
in  the  adjutant-general's  office  of  General  McDowell,  intrusted  with  the  special 
duty  of  comijiling  returns  of  his  army — a  work  which  he  confessed,  without 
reluctance,  he  had  just  executed,  showing  the  forces  under  McDowell  about 
the  1st  of  July.  His  statement  of  the  strength  and  composition  of  that  force 
tallied  so  closely  with  that  which  had  been  ac<:[uii-ed  through  my  Washington 
agencies,  already  mentioned,  as  well  as  through  the  leading  Northern  news- 
papers (regular  files  of  which  were  also  transmitted  to  my  headquarters  from 
the  Federal  capital),  that  I  could  not  doubt  them. 

i  The  professionally  educated  officers  on  the  Confederate  side  at  Bull  Bun  included  Generals  Johnston, 
Beauregard,  Stonewall  Jackson,  Longstreet,  Kirby  Smith,  Ewell,  Early,  Bee,  D.  R.  Jones,  Holmes, 
Evans,  Elzey,  and  Jordan,  all  in  high  positions,  besides  others  not  so  prominent. —  Editors. 
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In  these  several  ways,  therefore,  I  was  almost  as  well  advised  of  the 
strength  of  the  hostile  army  in  my  front  as  its  commander,  who,  I  may  men- 
tion, had  been  a  classmate  of  mine  at  West  Point.  Under  those  circumstances 
I  had  become  satisfied  that  a  well-equipped,  well-constituted  Federal  army  at 
least  50,000  strong,  of  all  aims,  confronted  me  at  or  about  Arlington,  ready 
and  on  the  very  eve  of  an  offensive  operation  against  me,  and  to  meet  which 
I  could  muster  barely  18,000  men  with  29  field-guns.  X- 

Previously, — indeed,  as  early  as  the  middle  of  June. — it  had  become  appar- 
ent to  my  mind  that  through  only  one  coui'se  of  action  could  there  be  a  well- 
grounded  hope  of  ability  on  the  part  of  the  Confederates  to  eucoimter 
successfully  the  ofliensive  operations  for  which  the  Federal  authorities  were 
then  vigorously  preparing  in  my  immediate  front,  with  so  consummate  a 
strategist  and  military  administrator  as  Lieutenant-General  Scott  in  general 
command  at  "Washington,  aided  by  his  accompUshed  heads  of  the  large  Gen- 
eral Staff  Corps  of  the  United  States  AiTny.  This  course  was  to  make  the 
most  enterprising,  warlike  use  of  the  interior  lines  which  we  possessed,  for  the 
swift  concentration  at  the  critical  instant  of  every  available  Confederate  force 
upon  the  menaced  position,  at  the  risk,  if  need  were,  of  sacidficing  all  minor 
places  to  the  one  clearly  of  major  military  value — there  to  meet  oui-  adversaiy 
so  offensively  as  to  overwhelm  him,  under  circmnstances  that  must  assiu'e 
immediate  ability  to  assume  the  general  offensive  even  upon  his  temtory, 
and  thus  conquer  an  early  peace  by  a  few  well-delivered  blows. 

My  views  of  such  import  had  been  akeady  earnestly  communicated  to  the 
proper  authorities ;  but  about  the  middle  of  July,  satisfied  that  McDowell  was 
on  the  eve  of  taking  the  offensive  against  me,  I  disi:)atched  Colonel  James 
Chesnut,  of  South  Carolina,  a  volunteer  aide-de-camii  on  my  staff  who  had 
served  on  an  intimate  footing  with  Mr.  DaAns  in  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  to  urge  in  substance  the  necessity  for  the  immediate  concentration  of 
the  larger  part  of  the  forces  of  Johnston  and  Holmes  at  Manassas,  so  that 
the  moment  McDowell  shoiUd  be  sufficiently  far  detached  from  Washing- 
ton, I  would  be  enabled  to  move  rapidly  round  his  more  convenient  flank 
upon  his  rear  and  his  commimications,  and  attack  him  in  reverse,  or  get 
between  his  forces,  then  separated,  thus  ciitting  off  his  retreat  upon  Ai'liug- 
ton  in  the  event  of  his  defeat,  and  insui'ing  as  an  immediate  consequence 
the  crushing  of  Patterson,  the  liberation  of  Maryland,  and  the  capture  of 
Washington. 

This  plan  was  rejected  by  Mr.  Davis  and  his  military  advisers  (Adjutant- 
General  Cooper  and  General  Lee),  who  characterized  it  as  "  brilliant  and  com- 
prehensive," but  essentially  impracticable.  Furthermore.  Colonel  Chesnut 
came  back  impressed  with  the  views  entertained  at  Eichmond. —  as  ho  com- 
municated at  once  to  my  adjutant-general, —  that  should  the  Federal  army 
soon  move  offensively  upon  my  position,  my  best  course  woidd  be  to  retire 
behind  the  Rappahannock  and  accept  battle  there  instead  of  at  ^Manassas. 
In  effect,  it  was  regarded  as  best  to  sever  communications  between  the  two  chief 
Confederate  armies,  that  of  the  Potomac  and  that  of  the  Shenandoah,  with  the 

^For  the  forces  actually  engaged  in  the  campaign  ami  on  the  field,  see  pp.  194-5. —  Editors. 
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inevitable  immediate  result  that  Johustou  would  be  forced  to  leave  Patterson 
in  possession  of  the  Lower  Shenandoah  Valley,  abandoning  to  the  enemy  so 

large  a  part  of  the  most  resourceful 
sections  of  Vkginia,  and  to  retreat 
southward  by  way  of  the  Liu'ay  Val- 
ley, pass  across  the  Blue  Ridge  at 
Thornton's  Gap  and  unite  with  me 
after  aU,  but  at  Fredericksburg, 
much  nearer  Richmond  than  Manas- 
sas. These  views,  however,  were  not 
made  known  to  me  at  the  time,  and 
happily  my  mind  was  left  free  to  the 
gi-ave  problem  imposed  upon  me  by 
the  rejection  of  my  plan  for  the  im- 
mediate concentration  of  a  materiaUy 
larger  force, —  i.  e.,  the  problem  of 
placing  and  using  my  resom'ces  for 
a  successful  encounter  behind  BuU 
Run  with  the  Federal  army,  which  I 
was  not  permitted  to  doubt  was  about 
to  take  the  field  against  me. 

It  is  almost  needless  to  saj'  that  I 
had  caused  to  be  made  a  thorough 
reconnoissance  of  all  the  ground  in 
my  front  and  flanks,  and  had  made 
myself  personally  acquainted  with  the 
most  material  points,  including  the 
region  of  Sudley's  Chiu'ch  on  my  left, 
where  a  small  detachment  was  posted  in  observation.  Left  now  to  my  own 
resources,  of  course  the  contingency  of  defeat  had  to  be  considered  and  pro- 
vided for.  Among  the  measures  of  precaution  for  such  a  result,  I  ordered 
the  destruction  of  the  railroad  bridge  across  Bull  Run  at  Union  Mills,  on  my 
right,  in  order  that  the  enemy,  in  the  event  of  my  defeat,  should  not  have  the 
immediate  use  of  the  railroad  in  following  up  theu'  movement  against  Rich- 
mond—  a  railroad  which  could  have  had  no  corresponding  value  to  us 
eastward  beyond  Manassas  in  any  operations  on  om-  side  with  Washington 
as  the  objective,  inasmuch  as  any  such  operations  must  have  been  made  by 
the  way  of  the  Upper  Potomac  and  upon  the  rear  of  that  city. 

Just  before  Colonel  Chesnut  was  dispatched  on  the  mission  of  which  I  have 
spoken,  a  former  clerk  in  one  of  the  departments  at  Washington,  well  known 
to  him,  had  volunteered  to  return  thither  and  bring  back  the  latest  informa- 
tion of  the  military  and  political  situation  from  om*  most  trusted  friends. 
His  loyalty  to  oiu-  cause,  his  intelligence,  and  his  desire  to  be  of  ser\T.ce  being- 
vouched  for,  he  was  at  once  sent  across  the  Potomac  below  Alexandria,  merely 
accredited  by  a  small  scrap  of  jjaper  beaiing  in  Colonel  Jordan's  cipher  the 
two  words,  "  Trust  bearer,"  with  which  he  was  to  call  at  a  certain  house  in 
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Washington  within  easy  lifle-range  of  the  AVhite  House,  ask  for  the  lady  of 
the  house,  and  present  it  only  to  her.  This  deheate  mission  was  as  fortunately 
as  it  was  deftly  executed.  In  the  early  morning,  as  the  newsboys  were  cry- 
ing in  the  empty  streets  of  Washington  the  intelligence  that  the  order  was 
given  for  the  Federal  army  to  move  at  once  upon  my  position,  that  scraj)  of 
paper  reached  the  hands  of  the  one  person  in  aU  that  city  who  could  exti-act 
any  meaning  from  it.    With  no  more  delay  than  was  necessaiy  for  a  hunied 

breakfast  and  the  wiiting  in  cipher  by  Mrs.   G of  the  words,  ''  Order 

issued  for  McDowell  to  march  uj^on  Manassas  to-night,"  my  agent  was  placed 
in  communication  with  another  friend,  who  earned  him  in  a  buggy  with  a 
relay  of  horses  as  swiftly  as  possible  down  the  eastern  shore  of  the  Potomac 
to  om*  regular  f eny  across  that  river.  Without  untoward  incident  the 
momentous  dispatch  was  quickly  delivered  into  the  hands  of  a  cavahy 
courier,  and  by  means  of  relays  it  was  in  my  hands  between  8  and  9  o'clock 
that  night.  Within  half  an  hour  my  outpost  commanders,  adAdsed  of  what 
was  impending,  were  directed,  at  the  first  eA"idence  of  the  near  presence  of 
the  enemy  in  their  front,  to  fall  back  in  the  manner  and  t(j  positions  ah-eady 
prescribed  in  anticipation  of  such  a  contingency  in  an  order  confidentially 
communicated  to  them  four*  weeks  before,  and  the  detachment  at  Leesbui-g 
was  dii-ected  to  join  me  by  forced  marches.  Having  thus  cleared  my  decks 
for  action,  I  next  acquainted  jMi'.  Da^•is  with  the  situation,  and  ventm-ed  once 
more  to  suggest  that  the  AiTuy  of  the  Shenandoah,  with  the  brigade  at  Fi'ed- 
ericksbui-g  or  Aquia  Creek,  should  be  ordered  to  reenf orce  me, —  suggestions 
that  were  at  once  heeded  so  far  that  General  Holmes  was  ordered  to  cany  his 
command  to  my  aid,  and  General  Johnston  was  given  discretion  to  do  like- 
'  wise.  After  some  telegi-aphic  discussion  with  me.  General  Johnston  was 
induced  to  exercise  this  discretion  in  favor  of  the  swift  march  of  the  Aimy 
of  the  Shenandoah  to  my  relief;  and  to  facilitate  that  ^^ital  movement,  I 
hastened  to  accim^iulate  all  possible  means  of  railway  transport  at  a  desig- 
nated point  on  the  Manassas  Gap  railroad  at  the  eastern  foot  of  the  Blue 
Ridge,  to  which  Johnston's  troqps  directed  their  march.  However,  at  the 
same  time,  I  had  submitted  the  Alternative  proposition  to  General  Johnston, 
that,  ha^'ing  passed  the  Blue  Ridge,  he  should  assemble  his  forces,  press 
forward  by  way  of  Aldie,  north-west  of  Manassas,  and  fall  upon  McDowell's 
right  rear ;  while  I,  prepared  for  the  operation,  at  the  fii'st  sound  of  the  con- 
flict, should  strenuously  assimie  the  oft'ensive  in  my  front.  The  situation  and 
circumstances  specially  favored  the  signal  success  of  such  an  operation.  The 
march  to  the  point  of  attack  could  have  been  accomplished  as  soon  as  the 
forces  were  brought  ultimately  by  rail  to  ]\Ianassas  Junction ;  our  enemy, 
thus  attacked  so  nearly  simiiltaneously  on  his  right  flank,  his  rear,  and  his 
front,  naturally  would  suppose  that  I  had  been  able  to  tiu'n  his  flank  while 
attacking  him  in  front,  and  therefore,  that  I  must  have  an  overwhelming 
superiority  of  numbers;  and  his  forces,  being  new  troops,  most  of  them 
under  fire  for  the  first  time,  must  have  soon  faUeu  into  a  disastrous  panic. 
Moreover,  such  an  operation  nuist  have  resulted  advantageously  to  the  Con- 
federates, in  the  event  that  McDowell  shoidd,  as   might  have  been  autiei- 
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pated,  attempt  to  strike  the  Manassas  Gap  railway  to  my  left,  and  tlius  cut 
off  railway  communications  between  Johnston's  forces  and  my  own,  instead 
of  the  mere  effort  to  strike  my  left  flank  which  he  actually  essayed.  | 

It  seemed,  however,  as  though  the  deferred  attempt  at  concentration 
was  to  go  for  naught,  for  on  the  morning  of  the  18th  the  Federal  forces 

were  massed  around 
Centreville,  but  tkree 
miles  from  Mitchell's 
Ford,  and  soon  were 
seen  advancing  upon 
the  roads  leading  to 
that  and  Blackbiu'u's 
Ford.  [See  map,  page 
180.]  My  order  of  bat- 
tle, issued  in  the  night 
of  the  17th,  contem- 
plated an  offensive 
retui-n,  particularly 
from  the  strong  bri- 
gades on  the  right  and 
right  center.  The  Fed- 
eral artillery  opened 
in  front  of  both  fords, 
and  the  infantry, 
while  demonstrating  in  front  of  Mitchell's  Ford,  endeavored  to  force  a  pas- 
sage at  Blackburn's.  Their  column  of  attack,  Tyler's  division,  was  opposed 
by  Long-street's  forces,  to  the  reenforcement  of  which  Early's  brigade,  the 
reserve  line  at  McLean's  Ford,  was  ordered  up.  The  Federals,  after  sev- 
eral attempts  to  force  a  passage,  met  a  final  repulse  and  retreated.  After 
their  infantry  attack  had  ceased,  about  1  o'clock,  the  contest  lapsed  into  an 
artillery  duel,  in  which  the  Washington  Artillery  of  New  Orleans  won  credit 
against  the  renowned  batteries  of  the  United  States  regtilar  army.  A  comical 
effect  of  this  artillery  fight  was  the  destruction  of  the  dinner  of  myself  and 
staff  by  a  Federal  shell  that  feU  into  the  fire-place  of  my  headquarters  at 
the  McLean  House.  \ 

Oui*  success  in  this  first  limited  collision  was  of  special  prestige  to  my  army 
of  new  troojis,  and,  moreover,  of  decisive  importance  by  so  increasing  Gen- 
eral McDowell's  caution  as  to  give  time  for  the  arrival  of  some  of  General 
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4.''!  am,  however,  inclined  to  "believe  he  [the 
enemy]  may  attempt  to  turn  my  left  flank  by  a 
movement  in  the  direction  of  Vienna,  Frying- 
pan  Church,  and,  possibly,  Gum  Spring,  and  thus 
cut  off  Johnston's  line  of  retreat  and  commu- 
nication with  this  place  [Manassas  Junction] 
via  the  Manassas  Gap  railroad,  while  threaten- 
ing my  own  communications  with  Richmond 
and  depots  of  supply  by  the  Alexandria  and 
Orange    railroad,   and    opening    his   eommunioa- 


tions  with  the  Potomac  through  Leesburg  and 
Edward's  Ferry." — (Extract  from  a  letter  ad- 
dressed by  General  Beauregard  to  Jefferson  Davis, 
July  11th,  1861.) 

I  It  is  denied  that  a  serious  attempt  "to  force 
apassage"  was  made  on  the  18th.  (Seepage  178.) 
This  engagement  was  called  by  the  Confederates 
the  battle  of  Bull  Run,  the  main  fight  on  the  21st 
being  known  in  the  South  as  the  battle  of  Manassas 
(pronounced  Ma-nass'-sa). — Editors. 
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Johnston's  forces.  But  while  on  the  19th  I  was  awaiting  a  renewed  and  gen- 
eral attack  by  the  Federal  army,  I  received  a  telegram  from  the  Eichmond 
military  authorities,  ui-ging  me  to  withdi-aw  my  caU  on  General  Johnston  on 
account  of  the  supposed  impracticability  of  the  concentration  —  an  abiding 
conviction  which  had  been  but  momentarily  shaken  by  the  alann  caused  by 
McDowell's  march  upon  Richmond.\  As  this  was  not  an  order  in  tenns,  but 
an  m-gency  which,  notwithstanding  its  superior  soui'ce,  left  me  techuically 
free  and  could  define  me  as  responsible  for  any  misevent,  I  prefen-ed  to  keep 
both  the  situation  and  the  responsibility,  and  continued  every  effort  for  the 
prompt  arrival  of  the  Shenandoah  forces,  being  resolved,  should  they  come 
before  General  McDowell  again  attacked,  to  take  myself  the  offensive.  Gen- 
eral McDowell,  fortunately  for  my  plans,  spent  the  19th  and  20th  in  reeon- 
noissances ;  ^  and,  meanwhile.  General  Johnston  brought  83-1-0  men  from 
the  Shenandoah  Valley,  with  20  g-uns,  and  General  Hohnes  1265  rank  and 
tUe,  with  6  pieces  of  artillery,  from  Aquia  Creek.  As  these  forces  anived 
(most  of  them  in  the  afternoon  of  the  20th)  I  i^laced  them  chiefly  so  as 
to  strengthen  my  left  center  and  left,  the  latter  being  weak  from  lack  of 
available  troops. 

The  disi^osition  of  the  entu-e  force  was  now  as  foUows  [see  map,  page 
180] :  At  Union  Mills  Ford,  EweU's  brigade,  supported  by  Holmes's ;  at 
McLean's  Ford,  D.  R.  Jones's  brigade,  supported  by  Early's ;  at  Blackburn's 
Ford,  Longstreet's  brigade ;  at  Mitchell's  Ford,  Bonham's  brigade.  Cocke's  bri- 
gade held  the  line  in  front  and  rear  of  BuU  Run  from  Bonham's  left,  covering 
Lewis's,  Ball's,  and  Island  fords,  to  the  right  of  Evans's  demi-lirigade,  which 
covered  the  Stone  Bridge  and  a  farm  ford  about  a  mile  above,  and  fonned 
part  also  of  Cocke's  command.  The  Shenandoah  forces  were  placed  in 
reserve  —  Bee's  and  Bartow's  brigades  lietween  ]\[cLeau's  and  Blackliru'n's 
fords,  and  Jackson's  between  Blackburn's  and  Mitchell's  fords.  This  force 
mustered  29,188  rank  and  file  and  55  guns,  of  which  21,923  infantry,  cavahy, 
and  artillery,  with  29  guns,  belonged  to  my  immediate  forces,  i.  c,  the  Anuy 
of  the  Potomac. 

The  preparation,  in  front  of  an  ever-thi"eatening  enemy,  of  a  wholly  volun- 
teer army,  composed  of  men  very  few  of  whom  had  ever  belonged  to  any 
military  organization,  had  been  a  work  of  many  cares  not  incident  to  the 
command  of  a  regular  army.  These  were  increased  liy  the  insufiicieucy  of 
my  staff  organization,  an  inefficieut  management  of  the  quartermaster's 
department  at  Eichmond,  and  the  preposterous  mismanagement  of  the  com- 
missary-general, who  not  only  failed  to  furnish  rations,  but  caused  the 
removal  of  the  army  commissaries,  who,  under  my  orders,  procured  food  from 

^  [teleqram.]        Richmoxo,  July  I '.i,  isdl.  as  transportation  permits.     The  enemy  is  ad\nsod 

General  Beauregard,  Manassas,  Va.  at  Washinirton  of  the  projected  movement  of  Gen- 

We  have  no  intelliRenoe  from  GeneralJohnston.  orals  Johnston   and   Holmes,  and  may  vary  his 

If  the  enemy  in  front  of  you  has  abandoned  an  plans  in  conformity  thereto. 

immediate  attack,  and  General  .Tolniston  has  not  S.  CoOPER.  .Vljntant-Oreneral. 
moved,  yon  had  better  withdraw  your  call  iipon 

him,  so  that  he  may  be  left  to  his  full  discretion.  ^  Lack  of  rations,  as  well  as  the  necessity  for 

All  the  troops  arrivinp;  at  Lynchburi;  are  ordered  inforniatio'i,    detained    McDowell   at    Centreville 

to  join  you.     From  this  place  we  will  send  as  fast  during  these  two  days. — Editors. 
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the  country  in  front  of  us  to  keep  the  army  from  absolute  want — supplies 
that  were  otherwise  exposed  to  be  gathered  by  the  enemy.  So  specially 
severe  had  been  the  recent  duties  at  headquarters,  aggravated  not  a  little  by 
night  alarms  arising  from  the  enemy's  immediate  presence,  that,  in  the  even- 
ing of  the  20th,  I  found  my  chief -of -staff  sunken  upon  the  papers  that  covered 
his  table,  asleep  in  sheer  exhaustion  from  the  overstraining  and  almost  slum- 
berless  labor  of  the  last  days  and  nights.  I  covered  his  door  with  a  guard 
to  secure  his  rest  against  any  interruption,  after  which  the  army  had  the 
benefit  of  his  usual  active  and  provident  services. 

There  was  much  in  this  decisive  conflict  about  to  oj)en,  not  involved  in 
any  after  battle,  which  pervaded  the  two  armies  and  the  people  behind  them 
and  colored  the  responsibility  of  the  respective  commanders.  The  political 
hostilities  of  a  generation  were  now  face  to  face  with  weapons  instead  of 
words.  Defeat  to  either  side  would  be  a  deep  mortification,  but  defeat  to  the 
South  must  tui-n  its  claim  of  independence  into  an  empty  vaunt ;  and  the 
defeated  commander  on  either  side  might  expect,  though  not  the  personal 
fate  awarded  by  the  Carthaginians  to  an  unfortunate  commander,  at  least  a 
moral  fate  quite  similar.  Though  disappointed  that  the  concentration  I  had 
sought  had  not  been  permitted  at  the  moment  and  for  the  purpose  preferred 
by  me,  and  notwithstanding  the  non-arrival  of  some  five  thousand  troops  of 
the  Shenandoah  forces,  my  strength  was  now  so  increased  that  I  had  good 
hope  of  successfully  meeting  my  adversary. 

General  Johnston  was  the  ranking  oificer,  and  entitled,  therefore,  to  assume 
command  of  the  united  forces ;  but  as  the  extensive  field  of  operations  was 
one  which  I  had  occupied  since  the  beginnmg  of  June,  and  with  which  I  was 
thoroughly  familiar  in  all  its  extent  and  military  bearings,  while  he  was 
wholly  unacquainted  with  it,  and,  moreover,  as  I  had  made  my  plans  and  dis- 
positions for  the  maintenance  of  the  position.  General  Johnston,  in  view  of 
the  gi'avity  of  the  impending  issue,  preferred  not  to  assume  the  responsi- 
bihties  of  the  chief  du-eetion  of  the  forces  dui'ing  the  battle,  but  to  assist  me 
upon  the  field.  Thereupon,  I  explained  my  plans  and  i^urposes,  to  which 
he  agreed.  J 

Sunday,  July  21st,  bearing  the  fate  of  the  new-born  Confederacy,  broke 
brightly  over  the  fields  and  woods  that  held  the  hostile  forces.  My  scouts, 
thrown  out  in  the  night  toward  CentreviUe  along  the  Warrenton  Tui'upike,  had 
reported  that  the  enemy  was  concentrating  along  the  latter.  This  fact, 
together  with  the  failiu-e  of  the  Federals  in  theii"  attack  upon  my  center  at 
MitcheU's  and  Blackburn's  fords,  had  caused  me  to  apprehend  that  they  would 
attempt  my  left  flank  at  the  Stone  Bridge,  and  orders  were  accordingly  issued 
by  half-past  4  o'clock  to  the  brigade  commanders  to  hold  their  forces  in 
readiness  to  move  at  a  moment's  notice,  together  with  the  suggestion  that  the 
Federal  attack  might  be  expected  in  that  quarter.  Shortly  afterward  the 
enemy  was  reported  to  be  advancing  from  CentreviUe  on  the  Warrenton 

i  See  General  Beauregard's  postscript  (page  226),  and  General  Johnston's  consideration  of  the 
same  topic  in  the  paper  to  follow  (page  245),  and  his  postscript  (page  258). —  Editors. 
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Captaiu  D.  B.  Harrie,  assisted  by  Mr.  Jolui  Grant. 
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Turnpike,  and  at  half-past  5  o'clock  as  deploying  a  force  in  front  of  Evans. 
As  their  movement  against  my  left  developed  the  opportunity  I  desired,  I 
immediately  sent  orders  to  the  brigade  commanders,  both  front  and  reserves, 
on  my  right  and  center  to  advance  and  vigorously  attack  the  Federal  left 
flank  and  rear  at  CentreviUe,  while  my  left,  under  Cocke  and  Evans  with 
their  supports,  would  sustain  the  Federal  attack  in  the  quarter  of  the  Stone 
Bridge,  which  they  were  directed  to  do  to  the  last  extremity.  The  center  was 
likewise  to  advance  and  engage  the  enemy  in  front,  and  directions  were  given 
to  the  reserves,  when  without  orders,  to  move  toward  the  sound  of  the  heaviest 
firing.  The  ground  in  our  front  on  the  other  side  of  Bull  Run  afforded  par- 
ticular advantage  for  these  tactics.  CentreviUe  was  the  apex  of  a  triangle  — 
its  short  side  running  by  the  Warrenton  Turnpike  to  Stone  Bridge,  its  base 
Bull  Run,  its  long  side  a  road  that  ran  from  Union  Mills  along  the  front  of  my 
other  Bull  Run  positions  and  trended  off  to  the  rear  of  CentreviUe,  where 
McDoweU  had  massed  his  main  forces ;  branch  roads  led  up  to  this  one  from 
the  fords  between  Union  Mills  and  Mitchell's.  My  forces  to  the  right  of  the 
latter  ford  were  to  advance,  pivoting  on  that  position ;  Bonham  was  in 
advance  from  Mitchell's  Ford,  Longstreet  from  Blackburn's,  D.  R.  Jones  from 
McLean's,  and  Ewell  from  Union  Mills  by  the  CentreviUe  road.  EweU,  as  hav- 
ing the  longest  march,  was  to  begin  the  movement,  and  each  brigade  was  to 
be  foUowed  by  its  reserve.  In  anticipation  of  this  method  of  attack,  and  to 
prevent  accidents,  the  subordinate  commanders  had  been  carefiUly  instructed 
in  the  movement  by  me,  as  they  were  all  new  to  the  responsibilities  of  com- 
mand. They  were  to  establish  close  communication  with  each  other  before 
making  the  attack.  About  liaK-past  8  o'clock  I  set  out  with  General  John- 
ston for  a  convenient  position, —  a  hill  in  rear  of  Mitchell's  Ford, —  where  we 
waited  for  the  opening  of  the  attack  on  our  right,  from  which  I  expected  a 
decisive  victory  by  midday,  with  the  result  of  cutting  off  the  Federal  army 
from  retreat  upon  Washington. 

Meanwhile,  about  half-past  5  o'clock,  the  peal  of  a  heavy  rifled  gun  was 
heard  in  front  of  the  Stone  Bridge,  its  second  shot  striking  through  the  tent 
of  my  signal -officer,  Captain  E.  P.  Alexander ;  and  at  6  o'clock  a  full  rifled 
battery  opened  against  Evans  and  then  against  Cocke,  to  which  our  artillery 
remained  dumb,  as  it  had  not  sufficient  range  to  reply.  But  later,  as  the 
Federal  skirmish-line  advanced,  it  was  engaged  by  oru"s,  thrown  well  forward 
on  the  other  side  of  the  Run.  A  scattering  musketry  fire  followed,  and 
meanwhile,  about  7  o'clock,  I  ordered  Jackson's  brigade,  with  Imboden's  and 
five  guns  of  Walton's  battery,  to  the  left,  with  orders  to  support  Cocke  as 
weU  as  Bonham ;  and  the  brigades  of  Bee  and  Bartow,  under  the  command 
of  the  former,  were  also  sent  to  the  support  of  the  left. 

At  half -past  8  o'clock  Evans,  seeing  that  the  Federal  attack  did  not  increase 
in  boldness  and  vigor,  and  observing  a  lengthening  line  of  dust  above  the 
trees  to  the  left  of  the  Warrenton  Turnpike,  became  satisfied  that  the  attack 
in  his  front  was  but  a  feint,  and  that  a  column  of  the  enemy  was  moving 
around  through  the  woods  to  fall  on  his  flank  from  the  direction  of  Sudley 
Ford.     Informing  his  immediate  commander,  Cocke,  of  the  enemy's  move- 


20b  THE  FIRST  BATTLE  OF  BULL  RUN. 

meut,  and  of  his  own  dispositions  to  meet  it,  he  left  i  companies  under  cover 
at  the  Stone  Bridge,  and  led  the  remainder  of  his  force,  6  companies  of 
Sloan's  4th  South  Carolina  and  Wheat's  battahon  of  Louisiana  Tigers,  with  2 
6-pounder  howitzers,  across  the  valley  of  Young's  Branch  to  the  high  gi-ound 
beyond  it.  Resting  his  left  on  the  Sudlej'  road,  he  distributed  his  troops  on 
each  side  of  a  small  copse,  with  such  cover  as  the  gi'ound  afforded,  and  look- 
ing over  the  open  fields  and  a  reach  of  the  Sudley  road  which  the  Federals 
must  cover  in  their  approach.  His  two  howitzers  were  placed  one  at  each 
end  of  his  position,  and  here  he  silently  awaited  the  enemy  now  rb-awing  near. 

The  Federal  turning  column,  about  18,000  strong,  with  24  pieces  of  artil- 
lery, had  moved  down  from  Centreville  by  the  WaiTenton  Turnpike,  and 
after  passing  Cub  Run  had  strack  to  the  right  by  a  forest  road  to  cross  Bull 
Run  at  Sudley  Ford,  about  3  miles  above  the  Stone  Bridge,  mo^"ing  by  a 
long  circuit  for  the  purpose  of  attacking  my  left  flank.  The  head  of  the  col- 
umn, Burnside's  brigade  of  Hunter's  division,  at  about  9:45  a.  m.  debouched 
from  the  woods  into  the  open  fields,  in  front  of  Evans.  Wheat  at  once 
engaged  their  skirmishers,  and  as  the  Second  Rhode  Island  regiment 
advanced,  supported  by  its  splendid  battery  of  6  rifled  guns,  the  fronting 
thicket  held  by  Evans's  South  Carolinians  poiu'ed  forth  its  sudden  volleys, 
while  the  2  howitzei's  flung  their  grape-shot  upon  the  attacking  line,  which 
was  soon  shattered  and  driven  back  into  the  woods  behind.  Major  AVheat, 
after  handling  his  battalion  with  the  utmost  determination,  had  fallen  severely 
wounded  in  the  lungs.  Bui-nside's  entu-e  brigade  was  now  sent  forward  in  a 
second  charge,  supported  by  8  guns ;  but  they  encountered  again  the  unflinch- 
ing fire  of  Evans's  line,  and  were  once  more  driven  back  to  the  woods,  fi'om 
the  cover  of  which  they  continued  the  attack,  reenforced  after  a  time  by  the 
arrival  of  8  companies  of  United  States  regular  infantry,  under  Major  Sykes, 
with  6  pieces  of  artillery,  quickly  followed  by  the  remaining  regiments  of 
Andi'ew  Porter's  brigade  of  the  same  division.  The  contest  here  lasted 
fully  an  hovu";  meanwhile  Wheat's  battalion,  having  lost  its  leader,  had 
gradually  lost  its  organization,  and  Evans,  though  still  opposing  these 
heavy  odds  with  undiminished  firmness,  sought  reenforcement  from  the 
troops  in  his  rear. 

General  Bee,  of  South  Carolina,  a  man  of  marked  character,  whose  com- 
mand lay  in  reserve  in  rear  of  Cocke,  near  the  Stone  Bridge,  intelligently 
applying  the  general  order  given  to  the  reserves,  had  already  moved  towai'd 
the  neighboring  point  of  conflict,  and  taken  a  position  with  his  own  and  Bar- 
tow's brigades  on  the  high  plateau  which  stands  in  rear  of  Bidl  Run  in  the 
quarter  of  the  Stone  Bridge,  and  overlooking  the  scene  of  engagement  upon 
the  stretch  of  high  ground  from  which  it  was  separated  by  the  valley  of 
Young's  Branch.  This  plateau  is  inclosed  on  three  sides  by  two  small  water- 
courses, which  empty  into  Bull  Run  within  a  few  yards  of  each  other,  a  half 
mile  to  the  south  of  the  Stone  Bridge.  Rising  to  an  elevation  of  quite  100 
feet  above  the  level  of  Bull  Run  at  the  bridge,  it  falls  off  on  three  sides  to  the 
level  of  the  inclosing  streams  in  gentle  slopes,  but  furrowed  by  ravines  of 
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iiTegular  dii"eetions  and  length,  and  studded  with  ckimps  and  patches  of  young 
pine  and  oaks.  The  general  direction  of  the  crest  of  the  plateau  is  oblique  to 
the  course  of  Bull  Run  in  that  quarter  and  to  the  Sudley  and  turnpike  roads, 
which  intersect  each  other  at  right  angles.  On  the  north-western  brow,  over- 
looking Young's  Branch,  and  near  the  Sudley  road,  as  the  latter  chmbs  over 
the  plateau,  stood  the  house  of  the  widow  Henry,  while  to  its  right  and  for- 
ward on  a  projecting  spur  stood  the  house  and  sheds  of  the  free  negro  Robin- 
son, just  behind  the  turnpike,  densely  embowered  in  trees  and  shi'ubbery  and 
environed  by  a  double  row  of  fences  on  two  sides.  Ai'ound  the  eastern  and 
southern  brow  of  the  plateau  an  almost  unbroken  fringe  of  second-growth 
pines  gave  excellent  shelter  for  our  marksmen,  who  availed  themselves  of  it 
with  the  most  satisfactory  skill.  To  the  west,  adjoining  the  fields  that  sur- 
rounded the  hoiises  mentioned,  a  broad  belt  of  oaks  extends  directly  across 
the  crest  on  both  sides  of  the  Sudley  road,  in  which,  during  the  battle,  the 
hostile  forces  contended  for  the  mastery.  General  Bee,  with  a  soldier's  eye  to 
the  situation,  skillfully  disposed  his  forces.  His  two  brigades  on  either  side 
of  Imboden's  battery  —  which  he  had  borrowed  from  his  neighboring  reserve, 
Jackson's  brigade  —  were  placed  in  a  smaU  depression  of  the  plateau  in 
advance  of  the  Henry  house,  whence  he  had  a  full  view  of  the  contest  on  the 
op]30site  height  across  the  valley  of  Young's  Branch.  Opening  with  his 
artUlery  upon  the  Federal  batteries,  he  answered  Evans's  request  by  advising 
him  to  withdi-aw  to  his  own  position  on  the  height;  but  Evans,  full  of  the 
spuit  that  would  not  retreat,  renewed  his  appeal  that  the  forces  in  rear 
would  come  to  help  him  hold  his  ground.  The  newly  arrived  forces  had 
given  the  Federals  such  superiority  at  this  point  as  to  dwarf  Evans's  means 
of  resistance,  and  General  Bee,  generously  yielding  his  own  better  judgment 
to  Evans's  persistence,  led  the  two  brigades  across  the  valley  under  the  fii'e 
of  the  enemy's  artillery,  and  thi'ew  them  into  action  —  1  regiment  in  the  copse 
held  by  Colonel  Evans,  2  along  a  fence  on  the  right,  and  2  under  General 
Bartow  on  the  prolonged  right  of  this  line,  but  extended  forward  at  a  right 
angle  and  along  the  edge  of  a  wood  not  moi-e  than  100  yards  from  that 
held  by  the  enemy's  left,  where  the  contest  at  short  range  became  sharp  and 
deadly,  bringing  many  casualties  to  both  sides.  The  Federal  infantry, 
though  still  in  su]3erior  nmnbers,  failed  to  make  any  headway  against  this 
sturdy  van,  notwithstanding  Bee's  whole  line  was  hammered  also  by  the 
enemy's  powerful  batteries,  until  Heintzelman's  division  of  2  strong  brigades, 
arriving  from  Sudley  Ford,  extended  the  fire  on  the  Federal  right,  while  its 
battery  of  6  10-pounder  rifled  guns  took  an  immediately  effective  part  from  a 
position  behind  the  Sudley  road.  Against  these  odds  the  Confederate  force 
was  still  endeavoring  to  hold  its  gTound,  when  a  new  enemy  came  into  the 
field  u]3on  its  right.  Major  Wheat,  with  characteristic  daring  and  restless- 
ness, had  crossed  Bull  Run  alone  by  a  small  ford  above  the  Stone  Bridge,  in 
order  to  reconnoiter,  when  he  and  Evans  had  first  moved  to  the  left,  and,  fall- 
ing on  some  Federal  scouts,  had  shouted  a  taunting  defiance  and  withdrawn, 
not,  however,  without  his  place  of  crossing  having  been  observed.     Tliis  dis- 
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closiii'e  was  now  utilized  by  Sherman's  (W.  T.)  and  Keyes's  brigades  of 
Tyler's  division ;  crossing  at  this  point,  they  ajapeared  over  the  high  bank  of 
the  stream  and  moved  into  position  on  the  Federal  left.  There  was  no  t-hoioe 
now  for  Bee  but  to  retire  —  a  movement,  however,  to  be  accomplished  under 
different  circumstances  than  when  urged  by  him  upon  Evans.  The  three 
leaders  endeavored  to  preserve  the  stead- 
iness of  the  ranks  as  they  withdi-ew  over 
the  open  fields,  aided  by  the  fire  of  Im- 
boden's  guns  on  the  plateau  and  the 
retu'ing  howitzers  ;  but  the  troops  were 
thrown  into  confusion,  and  the  greater 
part  soon  fell  into  rout  across  Young's 
Branch  and  around  the  base  of  the 
height  in  the  rear  of  the  Stone  Bridge. 

Meanwhile,  in  rear  of  Mitchell's  Ford, 
I  had  been  waiting  with  General  John- 
ston for  the  sound  of  conflict  to  open  in 
the  quarter  of  Centreville  upon  the  Fed- 
eral left  flank  and  rear  (making  allow- 
ance, however,  for  the  delays  possible 
to  commands  unused  to  battle),  when  I 
was  chagrined  to  hear  from  General  D. 
R.  Jones  that,  while  he. had  been  long- 
ready  for  the  movement  upon  Centre- 
ville, General  Ewell  had  not  come  up  to 
form  on  his  right,  though  he  had  sent 
him  between  7  and  8  o'clock  a  copy  of 
his  own  order  which  recited  that  Ewell 
had  been  already  ordered  to  begin  the 
movement.  I  dispatched  an  unmediate 
order  to  Ewell  to  advance ;  but  within  a 
cj[uarter  of  an  hoiu",  just  as  I  received 
a  dispatch  from  him  informing  me  that 
he  had  received  no  order  to  advance  in 
the  morning,  the  firing  on  the  left  began  to  increase  so  intensely  as  to  indi- 
cate a  severe  attack,  whereupon  General  Johnston  said  that  he  would  go 
personally  to  that  quarter. 

After  weighing  attentively  the  firing,  which  seemed  rapidly  and  heavily 
increasing,  it  appeared  to  me  that  the  troo^^s  on  the  right  would  be  unalile  to 
get  into  position  before  the  Federal  otfensive  should  have  made  too  much 
progress  on  our  left,  and  that  it  would  be  better  to  abandon  it  altogether, 
maintaining  only  a  strong  demonstration  so  as  to  detain  the  enemy  in  front 
of  our  right  and  center,  and  hurry  up  all  available  reenforcements  —  includ- 
ing the  reserves  that  were  to  have  moved  upon  Centreville  —  to  om-  left  and 
fight  the  battle  out  in  that  quarter.  Communicating  this  view  to  General 
Johnston,  who  approved  it  (giving  his  advice,  as  he  said,  for  what  it  was 
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worth,  as  he  was  not  acquaiuted  with  the  couutry),  I  ordered  Ewell,  Jones, 
and  Lougstreet  to  make  a  strong  demonstration  all  along  theii"  front  on  the 
other  side  of  the  Rnn,  and  ordered  the  reserves  below  oui"  position,  Holmes's 
biigade  with  6  guns,  and  Early's  brigade,  also  2  regiments  of  Bonhani's 
brigade,  near  at  hand,  to  move  s^viftly  to  the  left.  General  Johnston  and  I 
now  set  out  at  full  speed  for  the  point  of  conflict.  We  arrived  there  ,iust  as 
Bee's  troops,  after  gi\'ing  way,  were  fleeing  in  disorder  behind  the  height  in 
rear  of  the  Stone  Bridge.  They  had  come  around  between  the  base  of  the 
hill  and  the  Stone  Bridge  into  a  shallow  ra^^ne  which  ran  up  to  a  point  on 
the  crest  where  Jackson  had  akeady  foi-med  his  brigade  along  the  edge  of  the 
woods.  We  found  the  commanders  resolutely  stemming  the  fmther  flight  of 
the  routed  forces,  but  vainly  endeavoring  to  restore  order,  and  om-  own 
efforts  were  as  futile.  Every  segment  of  line  we  succeeded  in  fonning  was 
again  dissolved  while  another  was  being  formed ;  more  than  two  thousand  men 
were  shouting  each  some  suggestion  to  his  neighljor,  their  voices  mingling  with 
the  noise  of  the  shells  hurtling  through  the  trees  overhead,  and  all  word  of 
command  cbowned  in  the  confusion  and  uproar.  It  was  at  this  moment  that 
General  Bee  used  the  famous  expression,  "  Look  at  Jackson's  brigade !  It 
stands  there  like  a  stone  wall " —  a  name  that  passed  from  the  brigade  to  its 
immortal  commander.  The  disorder  seemed  iiTeti-ievable,  but  happily  the 
thought  came  to  me  that  if  their  colors  were  planted  out  to  the  front  the  men 
might  rally  on  them,  and  I  gave  the  order  to  carry  the  standards  forward 
some  forty  yards,  which  was  jiromptly  executed  l>y  the  regimental  officers, 
thus  drawing  the  common  eye  of  the  troops.  They  now  received  easily  the 
ordei's  to  advance  and  form  on  the  line  of  their  colors,  which  they  obeyed 
with  a  general  movement ;  and  as  General  Johnston  and  myself  rode  forward 
shortly  after  with  the  colors  of  the  -Ith  Alabama  by  our  side,  the  lino  that 
had  fought  all  morning,  and  had  fled,  routed  and  disordered,  now  advanced 
again  into  position  as  steadily  as  veterans.  The  4th  Alabama  had  previ- 
ously lost  all  its  field-officers;  and  noticing  Colonel  S.  R.  Gist,  an  aide  to 
General  Bee,  a  young  man  whom  I  had  known  as  adjutant-general  of  South 
Carolina,  and  whom  I  greatly  esteemed,  I  presented  him  as  an  able  and  lirave 
commander  to  the  stricken  regiment,  who  cheered  their  new  leader,  ami  main- 
tained under  him,  to  the  end  of  the  day,  their  previous  gallant  lieha\ior.  We 
had  come  none  too  soon,  as  the  enemy's  forces,  flushed  with  the  belief  of 
accomplished  victory,  were  already  advancing  across  the  vaUey  of  Young's 
Branch  and  ni)  the  slope,  where  they  had  encountered  for  a  while  the  fire  of 
the  Hampton  Legion,  which  had  been  led  forward  toward  the  Robinson  house 
and  the  tui'upike  in  fi'ont,  covering  the  retreat  and  helping  materially  to  check 
the  panic  of  Bee's  routed  forces. 

As  soon  as  order  was  restored  I  requested  General  Johnston  to  go  liack  to 
Portici  (the  Lewis  house),  and  from  that  point  —  which  I  consiilei-ed  most 
favorable  for  the  purpose  —  forward  me  the  reenforcements  as  they  woidd 
come  from  the  Bull  Run  lines  below  and  those  that  were  expected  to  arrive 
from  Manassas,  while  I  should  direct  the  field.  General  Jolinston  was  disin- 
clined to  leave  the  battle-field  for  that  position.     As  I  had  been  compelled  to 


THE  FIRST  BATTLE  OF  BULL  RUN.  211 

leave  my  chief-of -staff,  Colouel  Jordan,  at  Manassas  to  forward  any  troops 
arriving  there,  I  felt  it  was  a  necessity  that  one  of  us  should  go  to  this  duty, 
and  that  it  was  his  place  to  do  so,  as  I  felt  I  was  responsible  for  the  battle. 
He  considerately  yielded  to  my  urgency,  and  we  had  the  benefit  of  his  energy 
and  sagacity  in  so  directing  the  reinforcements  toward  the  field,  as  to  be  readily 
and  effectively  assistant  to  my  pressing  needs  and  insure  the  success  of  the  day. 

As  Grenei'al  Johnston  departed  for  Portici,  I  hastened  to  form  our  line  of 
battle  against  the  on-coming  enemy.  I  ordered  up  the  49th  and  8th  Vir- 
ginia regiments  from  Cocke's  neighboring  brigade  in  the  Bull  Run  lines. 
Gartrell's  7th  Greorgia  I  placed  in  position  on  the  left  of  Jackson's  bri- 
gade, along  the  belt  of  pines  occupied  by  the  latter  on  the  eastern  rim  of  the 
plateau.  As  the  49th  Virginia  rapidly  came  up,  its  colonel,  ex-Governor  William 
Smith,  was  encouraging  them  with  cheery  word  and  manner,  and,  as  they 
approached,  indicated  to  them  the  immediate  presence  of  the  commander. 
As  the  regiment  raised  a  loud  cheer,  the  name  was  caught  by  some  of  the 
troops  of  Jackson's  brigade  in  the  immediate  wood,  who  rushed  out,  calling 
for  General  Beauregard.  Hastily  acknowledging  these  happy  signs  of  sym- 
pathy and  confidence,  which  reenforce  alike  the  capacity  of  commander  and 
troops,  I  placed  the  49th  Virginia  in  position  on  the  extreme  left  next 
to  Gartrell,  and  as  I  paused  to  say  a  few  words  to  Jackson,  while  hurry- 
ing back  to  the  right,  my  horse  was  killed  under  me  by  a  bursting  shell,  a 
fragment  of  which  carried  away  part  of  the  heel  of  my  boot.  The  Hampton 
Legion,  which  had  suffered  greatly,  was  placed  on  the  right  of  .Jackson's 
brigade,  and  Hunton's  8th  Vii'giuia,  as  it  arrived,  upon  the  right  of  Hampton ; 
the  two  latter  being  ckawn  somewhat  to  the  rear  so  as  to  form  with  Jackson's 
right  regiment  a  reserve,  and  be  ready  likewise  to  make  defense  against  any 
advance  from  the  direction  of  the  Stone  Bridge,  whence  there  was  imminent 
peril  from  the  enemy's  heavy  forces,  as  I  had  just  stripped  that  position  almost 
entirely  of  troops  to  meet  the  active  crisis  on  the  plateau,  lea^dng  this  quarter 
now  covered  only  by  a  few  men,  whose  defense  was  otherwise  assisted  solely 
by  the  obstruction  of  an  abatis. 

With  6500  men  and  13  pieces  of  artillery,  I  now  awaited  the  onset  of  the 
enemy,  who  were  pressing  forward  20,000  strong,  5>  with  24  pieces  of  superior 
artillery  and  7  companies  of  regular  cavalry.  They  soon  appeared  over  the 
farther  rim  of  the  plateau,  seizing  the  Robinson  house  on  my  right  and  the 
Henry  house  opposite  my  left  center.  Near  the  latter  they  placed  in  position 
the  two  powerful  batteries  of  Ricketts  and  Griffin  of  the  regular  army,  and 
pushed  forward  up  the  Sudley  road,  the  slope  of  which  was  cut  so  deep  below 
the  adjacent  ground  as  to  afford  a  covered  way  up  to  the  plateau.  Supported 
by  the  formidable  lines  of  Federal  musketry,  these  2  batteries  lost  no  time  in 
making  themselves  felt,  while  3  more  batteries  in  rear  on  the  high  ground 
beyond  the  Sudley  and  Warrenton  cross-roads  swelled  the  shower  of  shell 
that  fell  among  our  ranks. 

^  According  to  General  Fry  (page  188),  the  Union  force  in  the  seizure  of  the  Henry  hill  consisted  of 
four  brigades,  a  cavalry  battalion,  and  two  batteries,  or  (as  we  deduce  from  General  Fry's  statements 
of  the  strength  of  McDowell's  forces,  page  195)  about  11,000  men.— Editors. 
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Our  own  batteries,  Imbodeu's,  Stauard'.s,  five  of  Walton's  guns,  reenforced 
later  by  Pendleton's  and  Alburtis's  (their  disadvantage  being  reduced  by  the 
shortness  of  range),  swept  the  surface  of  the  plateau  from  their  position  on 
the  eastern  I'im.  I  felt  that,  after  the  accidents  of  the  morning,  much  depended 
on  maintaining  the  steadiness  of  the  troops  against  the  first  heavy  onslaught, 
and  rode  along  the  lines  encouraging  the  men  to  unflinching  behavior,  meet- 
ing, as  I  passed  each  command,  a  cheering  response.  The  steady  fire  of  their 
musketry  told  severely  on  the  Federal  ranks,  and  the  splendid  action  of  our 
batteries  was  a  fit  preface  to  the  marked  skill  exhibited  by  oui"  artillerists 
during  the  war.  The  enemy  suffered  particularly  fi-om  the  musketiy  on 
our  left,  now  fui'ther  reenforced  by  the  2d  Mississippi  —  the  ti'oops  in  this 
cjuarter  confronting  each  other  at  very  short  range.  Here  two  companies  of 
Stuart's  cavalry  charged  through  the  Federal  ranks  that  filled  the  Sudley 
road,  increasing  the  disorder  wr-ought  u^jon  that  flank  of  the  enemy.  But 
with  suijerior  numbers  the  Federals  were  jjushing  on  new  regiments  in  the 
attempt  to  flank  my  position,  and  several  guns,  in  the  effort  to  enfilade  oui's, 
were  thrust  forward  so  near  the  33d  Vii'ginia  that  some  of  its  men  sprang 
forward  and  captm-ed  them,  but  were  diiven  back  by  an  ovei"powering  force 
of  Federal  musketry.  Although  the  enemy  were  held  well  at  bay,  then-  press- 
ure became  so  strong  that  I  resolved  to  take  the  offensive,  and  ordered  a 
charge  on  my  right  for  the  pui'pose  of  recovering  the  plateau.  The  movement, 
made  with  alacrity  and  force  by  the  commands  of  Bee,  Bartow,  Evans,  and 
Hampton,  thrilled  the  entire  line,  Jackson's  brigade  piercing  the  enemy's 
center,  and  the  left  of  the  line  under  Q-artrell  and  Smith  following  up  the 
charge,  also,  in  that  quarter,  so  that  the  whole  of  the  open  surface  of  the 
plateau  was  swept  clear  of  the  Federals. 

Apart  from  its  impressions  on  the  enemy,  the  eft'ect  of  this  brilliant  onset 
was  to  give  a  short  breathing-spell  to  oiu"  troops  from  tlie  immediate  strain 
of  conflict,  and  encourage  them  in  withstanding  the  still  more  strenuous 
offensive  that  was  soon  to  bear  upon  them.  Reorganizing  om-  line  of  battle 
under  the  unremitting  flre  of  the  Federal  batteries  opjiosite,  I  prepared  to 
meet  the  new  attack  which  the  enemy  were  about  to  make,  largely  reen- 
forced by  the  troops  of  Howard's  brigade,  newly  arrived  on  the  field.  The 
Federals  again  pushed  up  the  slope,  the  face  of  which  partly  afforded  good 
cover  by  the  numerous  ra\dnes  that  scored  it  and  the  clumps  of  young 
pines  and  oaks  with  which  it  was  studded,  while  the  sunken  Sudley  road 
formed  a  good  ditch  and  parapet  for  their  aggressi\-e  advance  upon  my  left 
flank  and  rear.  Gradually  they  pressed  our  lines  back  and  regained  possession 
of  theii"  lost  ground  and  guns.  With  the  Henry  and  Robinson  houses  once 
more  in  their  possession,  they  resumed  tlie  offensive,  urged  forward  by  their 
commanders  ^\■ith  consjiicuous  gaUautry. 

The  conflict  now  became  very  severe  for  the  final  possession  of  this  position, 
which  was  the  kej'  to  victory.  The  Federal  nmnbers  enabled  them  so  to 
extend  their  lines  througli  the  woods  beyond  the  Sudley  road  as  to  outreach 
my  left  flank,  which  I  was  com]i(41(Hl  partly  to  throw  liack,  so  as  to  meet  the 
attack  from  tliat  quarter;  meanwliile  their  numbers  e(|ually  enabled  them  to 
outlhmk  my  right   in   the  directimi  of  the  St(Uie  Bridge,  imposing  anxious 
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watehfulness  in  that  direction.  I  knew  that  I  was  safe  if  I  could  hold  out 
till  the  anival  of  reenforcements,  which  was  but  a  matter  of  time ;  and,  with 
the  full  sense  of  my  own  responsibility,  I  was  determined  to  hold  the  line  of 
the  plateau,  even  if  smTounded  on  aU  sides,  until  assistance  should  come, 
unless  my  forces  were  sooner  overtaken  by  annihilation. 

It  was  now  between  half -past  2  and  3  o'clock;  a  scorching  sun  increased 
the  oppression  of  the  troops,  exhausted  from  incessant  fighting,  many  of 

them  having  been 
engaged  since  the 
morning.  Fearing 
lest  the  Federal  of- 
fensive should  se- 
cure too  firm  a  giip, 
and  knowing  the 
fatal  result  that 
might  spring  from 
any  gi'ave  infrac- 
tion of  my  line,  I 
determined  to  make 
another  effort  for 
the  recovery  of  the 
plateau,  and  ordered 
a  charge  of  the  en- 
tire line  of  battle, 
inch;ding  the  re- 
serves, which  at  this 
crisis  I  myself  led  into  action.  The  movement  was  made  with  such  keep- 
ing and  dash  that  the  whole  plateau  was  swept  clear  of  the  enemy,  who 
were  driven  down  the  slope  and  across  the  tm'npike  on  our  right  and  the 
valley  of  Young's  Branch  on  our  left,  leaving  in  our  final  possession  the 
Robinson  and  Henry  houses,  with  most  of  Eicketts's  and  Grriffin's  batteries, 
the  men  of  which  were  mostly  shot  down  where  they  bravely  stood  by  their 
guns.  Fisher's  6th  North  Carolina,  directed  to  the  Lewis  house  by  Colonel 
Jordan  from  Manassas,  where  it  had  just  arrived,  and  thence  to  the  field  by 
General  Johnston,  came  up  in  happy  time  to  join  in  this  charge  on  the  left. 
Withers's  18th  Virginia,  which  I  had  ordered  up  from  Cocke's  brigade, 
was  also  on  hand  in  time  to  follow  and  give  additional  effect  to  the  charge, 
capturing,  by  aid  of  the  Hampton  Legion,  several  guns,  which  were  immedi- 
ately turned  and  served  upon  the  broken  ranks  of  the  enemy  by  some  of  om* 
officers.  This  handsome  work,  which  broke  the  Federal  fortunes  of  the  day, 
was  done,  however,  at  severe  cost.  The  soldierly  Bee,  and  the  gallant, 
impetuous  Bartow,  whose  day  of  strong  deeds  was  about  to  close  with  such 
credit,  fell  a  few  rods  back  of  the  Henry  house,  near  the  very  spot  whence 
in  the  morning  they  had  first  looked  forth  upon  Evans's  struggle  with  the 
enemy.  Colonel  Fisher  also  fell  at  the  very  head  of  his  troops.  Seeing 
Captain  Ricketts,  who  was  badly  wounded  in  the  leg,  and  having  known  him 
in  the  old  army,  I  paused  from  my  anxious  duties  to  ask  him  whether  I  could 
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do  anything  for  liim.  He  answered  that  he  wanted  to  be  sent  back  to  Wash- 
ington. As  some  of  our  prisoners  were  there  held  under  threats  of  not  being 
treated  as  prisoners  of  war,  I  repUed  that  that  must  depend  upon  how  our 
prisoners  were  treated,  and  ordered  him  to  be  canied  to  the  rear.  I  mention 
this,  because  the  report  of  the  Federal  Committee  on  the  Conduct  of  the 
War  exhibits  Captain  Ricketts  as  testifpng  that  I  only  approached  him  to 
say  that  he  would  be  treated  as  om"  i^risoners  might  lie  treated.  I  sent  my 
own  surgeons  to  care  for  him,  and  allowed  his  wife  to  cross  the  lines  and 
accompany  him  to  Richmond;  and  my  adjutant-general,  Colonel  Jordan, 
escorting  her  to  the  car  that  carried  them  to  that  city,  personally  attended  to 
the  comfortable  ijlaeing  of  the  wounded  enemy  for  the  joui-ney. 

That  part  of  the  enemy  who  occupied  the  woods  beyond  om*  left  and 
across  the  Sudley  road  had  not  been  reached  by  the  headlong  charge  which 
had  swept  their  comrades  from  the  plateau ;  but  the  now  a^•l'i^•ing  reenforce- 
ments  (Kershaw's  2d  and  Cash's  8th  South  Carolina)  were  led  into  that 
quarter.  Kemper's  battery  also  came  \\\),  preceded  by  its  commandei', 
who,  while  alone,  fell  into  the  hands  of  a  number  of  the  enemy,  who  took 
him  prisoner,  until  a  few  moments  later,  when  he  handed  them  over  to  some 
of  our  own  troops  accomi^anying  his  battery.  A  small  plateau,  within  the 
south-west  angle  of  the  Sudley  and  tiu'npike  cross-roads,  was  still  held  by 
a  strong  Federal  brigade  —  Howard's  troops,  together  with  Sykes's  battaUou 
of  regulars ;  and  while  Kershaw  and  Cash,  after  jjassing  thi*ough  the  sku'ts 
of  the  oak  wood  along  the  Sudley  road,  engaged  this  force,  Kemper's  liat- 
tery  was  sent  forward  by  Kershaw  along  the  same  road,  into  position  near 
where  a  hostile  battery  had  l^een  captured,  aud  whence  it  i)layed  upon  the 
enemy  in  the  oi^en  field. 

Quickly  following  these  regiments  came  Prestou's  28th  Virginia,  which, 
passing  through  the  woods,  encountered  and  drove  back  some  Michigan 
troops,  capturing  Brigadiei-Cleueral  Willeox.  It  was  now  aliout  3  o'clock, 
when  another  important  reeuforcement  came  to  our  aid — Elzey's  brigade, 
1700  strong,  of  the  Army  of  the  Shenandoah,  which,  coming  from  Pied- 
mont by  raih'oad,  had  arrived  at  Manassas  station,  6  miles  in  rear  of  the 
battle-field,  at  noon,  and  had  been  without  delay  directed  thence  toward 
the  field  by  Colonel  Jordan,  aided  by  Major  T.  G.  Rhett,  who  that  morning 
had  passed  from  General  Bonham's  to  General  Johnston's  staff.  Upon 
neariug  the  vicinity  of  the  Lewis  house,  the  lirigade  was  directed  by  a  staff- 
officer  sent  by  General  Johnston  toward  the  left  of  the  field.  As  it  reached 
the  oak  wood,  just  across  the  Sudley  road,  led  by  General  Kirby  Smith,  th<^ 
latter  fell  severely  wounded;  but  the  command  devolved  upon  Colonel 
Elzey,  an  excellent  officer,  who  was  now  guided  by  Captain  D.  B.  Harris 
of  the  Engineers,  a  highly  accomplished  oflicer  of  my  staff,  still  farther  to 
the  left  and  through  the  woods,  so  as  to  form  in  extension  of  the  hue  of  the 
preceding  reenforcements.  Beckham's  battery,  of  the  same  command,  was 
hurried  forward  by  the  Sudley  road  and  around  the  woods  into  jiositiou  near 
the  Chinn  liouse ;  from  a  well-selected  point  of  action,  in  full  view  of  the 
enemy  that  filled  the  open  fields  west  of  the  Sudley  road,  it  played  with 
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deadly  and  decisive  effect  upon  their  ranks,  ali-eady  under  the  fire  of  Elzey's 
brigade.  Keyes's  Federal  brigade,  which  had  made  its  way  across  the  turn- 
pike in  rear  of  the  Stone  Bridge,  was  lurking  along  under  cover  of  the  ridges 
and  a  wood  in  order  to  turn  my  hne  on  the  right,  but  was  easily  repulsed  by 
Latham's  battery,  akeady  placed  in  position  over  that  approach  by  Captain 
Harris,  aided  by  Alburtis's  battery,  opportunely  sent  to  Latham's  left  by 
General  Jackson,  and  supported  by  fragments  of  troops  collected  by  staff- 
officers.  Meanwhile,  the  enemy  had  formed  a  line  of  battle  of  formidable 
proportions  on  the  opposite  height,  and  stretching  in  crescent  outline,  with 
flanks  advanced,  from  the  Pittsylvania  (Carter)  mansion  on  theu"  left  across 
the  Sudley  road  in  rear  of  Dogan's  and  reaching  toward  the  Chinn  house. 
They  offered  a  fine  spectacle  as  they  thi-ew  forward  a  cloud  of  skirmishers 
down  the  opposite  slope,  preparatory  to  a  new  assault  against  the  line  on  the 
plateau.  But  their  right  was  now  severely  pressed  by  the  troops  that  had 
successively  arrived ;  the  force  in  the  south-west  angle  of  the  Sudley  and 
Warrenton  cross-roads  were  di"iven  from  their  position,  and,  as  Early's 
brigade,  which,  liy  direction  of  General  Johnston,  had  swept  around  by  the 
rear  of  the  woods  through  which  Elzey  had  passed,  ap]3eared  on  the  field,  his 
line  of  march  bore  upon  the  flank  of  the  enemy,  now  retiring  in  that  quarter. 
This  movement  by  my  extreme  left  was  masked  by  the  trend  of  the 
woods  from  many  of  our  forces  on  the  plateau ;  and  bidding  those  of  my 
staff  and  escort  around  me  raise  a  loud  cheer,  I  dispatched  the  information 
to  the  several  commands,  with  orders  to  go  forward  in  a  common  charge. 
Before  the  full  advance  of  the  Confederate  ranks  the  enemy's  whole  line, 
whose  right  was  already  j'ielding,  irretrievably  broke,  fleeing  across  Bull  Run 
by  every  available  direction.  Major  Sykes's  regulars,  aided  by  Sherman's 
brigade,  made  a  steady  and  handsome  witlidi'awal,  i^rotecting  the  rear  of  the 
routed  forces,  and  enabling  many  to  escape  by  the  Stone  Bridge.  Having 
ordered  in  piu-suit  all  the  troops  on  the  field,  I  went  to  the  Lewis  house,  and, 
the  battle  being  ended,  tm*ned  over  the  command  to  General  Johnston. 
Mounting  a  fresh  horse, —  the  fourth  on  that  day, —  I  started  to  press  the 
pursuit  which  was  being  made  by  our  infantry  and  cavalry,  some  of  the 
latter  having  been  sent  by  General  Johnston  from  Lewis's  Ford  to  intercept 
the  enemy  on  the  turnpike.  I  was  soon  overtaken,  however,  by  a  courier 
bearing  a  message  from  Major  T.  G.  Rhett,  General  Johnston's  chief-of-staff 
on  duty  at  Manassas  railroad  station,  informing  me  of  a  report  that  a  large 
Federal  force,  having  pierced  our  lower  line  on  Bull  Run,  was  moving  upon 
Camp  Pickens,  my  depot  of  supjilies  near  Manassas.  I  returned,  and  com- 
municated this  important  news  to  General  Johnston.  Upon  consultation 
it  was  deemed  best  that  I  should  take  Ewell's  and  Holmes's  brigades,  which 
were  hastening  up  to  the  battle-field,  but  too  late  for  the  action,  and  fall  on 
this  force  of  the  enemy,  while  reenforcements  should  be  sent  me  from  the 
pru'suing  forces,  who  were  to  be  recalled  for  that  purpose.  To  head  off  the 
danger  and  gain  time,  I  hastily  mounted  a  force  of  infantry  l)ehind  the 
cavalrymen  then  present,  but,  on  approaching  the  line  of  march  near 
McLean's  Ford,  which  the  Federals  must  have  taken,  I  learned  that  the  news 
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THE   3IAIN    BATTLE-GEOUSD.— XO.   I. 

View  of  the  Henry  liouee,  looking  west  from  the  spot  parallel  with  the  rail  fence  (in  the  middle  ground  on  the 

where  General  Bee  fell.    The  Bull  Run  mountains  and  left).    Just  within  the  rail  fence  is  where  Griffin's  and 

Thoroughfare  Gap  appear  in  the  distance.    The  Sudley  Eicketts's    batteries    were    planted.      Xear  the  house 

road,  a  few  rods  beyond  the  house,  under  the  hill,  runs  stands  the  Union  Monument,  commemorating  the  battle. 

was  a  false  alarm  caught  from  tlie  i-etiiru  of  General  Jones's  forces  to  this 
side  of  the  Run,  the  similarity  of  the  uniforms  and  the  direction  of  theii* 
march  having  eon\anced  some  nervous  person  that  they  were  a  force  of  the 
enemy.  It  was  now  almost  dark,  and  too  late  to  resume  the  lirokeu  piu'suit ; 
on  my  return  I  met  the  coming  forces,  and,  as  they  were  very  tu-ed,  I  ordered 
them  to  halt  and  l:)ivouac  for  the  night  where  they  were.  After  gi\-ing  such 
attention  as  I  could  to  the  troops,  I  started  for  Manassas,  where  I  arrived 
about  10  o'clock,  and  fomid  Mr.  Da^is  at  my  headquarters  with  General 
Johnston.  Ai'ri\'ing  from  Eichmond  late  in  the  afternoon,  Mr.  Da^-is  had 
immediately  galloped  to  the  field,  accompanied  by  Colonel  Jordan.  They 
had  met  between  Manassas  and  the  battle-field  the  usual  number  of  strag- 
glers to  the  rear,  whose  appearance  belied  the  determined  aiTay  then  sweep- 
ing the  enemy  before  it,  but  Mr.  Davis  hati  the  hapjiiness  to  arrive  in  time 
to  witness  the  last  of  the  Fedei'als  disappearing  l^eyond  Bull  Run.  The  next 
morning  I  received  from  his  hand  at  our  breakfast-table  my  commission, 
dated  July  21st,  as  General  in  the  Army  of  the  Confederate  States,  and  after 
his  return  to  Richmond  the  kind  congratulations  of  the  Secretary  of  War 
and  of  General  Lee,  then  acting  as  military  adviser  to  the  President. 

It  was  a  point  made  at  the  time  at  the  North  that,  just  as  the  Confederate 
troops  were  aliout  to  break  and  flee,  the  FedtTal  troops  anticipated  them  by 
doing  so,  being  struck  into  this  precipitation  by  the  arrival  upon  their  flauk 
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THE    MAIN    BATTLE-GROUND.— NO.   2. 


View  of  the  Robinson  liouse.  looking  nortli  from  the 
spot  on  tlie  Henry  plateau  where  General  Bee  fell.  At 
1  p.  SI.  this  ground  lay  between  the  hostile  lines,  whieh 
were  (roughly  epeaklngi  paialkl  with  the  sides  of  the 
picture  :  Confederates  on  the  right,  Union  forces  on  the 


left.    The  foreground  was  between  the  centers  of  the 
positions. 

As  these  two  views  are  taken  from  the  same  spot,  the 
reader  will  best  understand  their  relation  by  holding 
the  pages  at  a  right  angle  to  each  other. 


of  the  Shenandoah  forces  marching  from  raih'oad  trains  halted  en  route  with 
that  aim — errors  that  have  been  repeated  by  a  number  of  ■^Titers,  and  by 
an  ambitious  but  superficial  French  author. 

There  were  certain  sentiments  of  a  personal  character  clustering  about  this 
first  battle,  and  personal  anxiety  as  to  its  issue,  that  gladly  accepted  this 
theory.  To  this  may  be  added  the  general  readiness  to  accept  a  sentimental 
or  ultra-dramatic  explanation — a  sorcery  wrought  by  the  delay  or  arrival  of 
some  force,  or  the  death  or  coming  of  somebody,  or  any  other  single  magical 
event — whereby  history  is  easily  caught,  rather  than  to  seek  an  understanding 
of  that  whieh  is  but  the  gradual  result  of  the  oi^eration  of  many  forces,  both  of 
opposing  design  and  actual  eolhsion,  modified  more  or  less  by  the  falls  of 
chance.  The  personal  sentiment,  though  natural  enough  at  the  time,  has  no 
place  in  any  military  estimate,  or  place  of  any  kind  at  this  day.  The  battle 
of  Manassas  was,  like  any  other  battle,  a  progression  and  development  from  the 
deliberate  couAter-employment  of  the  military  resources  in  hand,  affected  by 
accidents,  as  always,  but  of  a  kind  very  different  from  those  referred  to. 
My  Hne  of  battle,  which  twice  had  not  only  withstood  the  enemy's  attack, 
but  had  taken  the  offensive  and  driven  him  back  in  disorder,  was  becoming 
momentarily  stronger  from  the  arrival,  at  last,  of  the  reenforcements  provided 
for ;  and  if  the  enemy  had  remained  on  the  field  till  the  arrival  of  Ewell  and 
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Holmes,  they  would  have  been  so  strongly  outflanked  that  many  who  escaped 
would  have  been  destroyed  or  captured. 

Though  my  adversary's  plan  of  battle  was  a  good  one  as  against  a  passive 
defensive  opponent,  such  as  he  may  have  deemed  I  must  be  from  the  respec- 
tive numbers  and  positions  of  om-  forces,  it  would,  in  my  judgment,  have 
been  much  better  if,  with  more  dash,  the  flank  attack  had  been  made  by  the 
Stone  Bridge  itself  and  the  ford  immedi- 
ately above  it.  The  plan  adopted,  how- 
ever, favored  above  all  things  the  easy 
execution  of  the  offensive  operations  I 
had  designed  and  ordered  against  his  left 
flank  and  rear  at  Centreville.  His  tm-ning 
column  — 18,000  strong,  and  presumably 
his  best  troops — was  tin-own  off  by  a  long- 
ellipse  through  a  narrow  forest  road  to 
Sudley  Ford,  from  which  it  moved  down 
upon  my  left  flank,  and  was  thus  dislo- 
cated from  his  main  body.  This  severed 
niovement  of  his  forces  not  only  left  his 
exposed  left  and  rear  at  Centreville  weak 
against  the  simultaneous  offensive  of  my 
heaviest  forces  upon  it,  which  I  had  or- 
dered, but  the  movement  of  his  retiu*ning 
column  would  have  been  disconcerted  and  paralyzed  by  the  early  sound 
of  this  heavy  conflict  in  its  rear,  and  it  could  not  even  have  made  its  way 
back  so  as  to  be  available  for  manoeuATe  liefore  the  Centre'S'ille  fraction  had 
been  thrown  back  u^dou  it  in  disorder.  A  new  army  is  very  liable  to  panic, 
and,  in  view  of  the  actual  result  of  the  battle,  the  conclusion  can  hardly  be 
resisted  that  the  panic  which  fell  on  the  Federal  army  woidd  thus  have 
seized  it  early  in  the  day,  and  with  my  forces  in  such  a  position  as  whoUy  to 
cut  off  its  retreat  upon  Washington.  But  the  commander  of  the  front  line  ou 
my  right,  who  had  been  ordered  to  hold  himself  in  readiness  to  initiate  the 
offensive  at  a  moment's  notice,  did  not  make  the  move  expected  of  him 
because  through  accident  he  failed  to  receive  his  own  immediate  order  to 
advance.  |  The  Federal  commander's  flanking  movement,  being  thus  uninter- 
rupted by  such  a  counter-movement  as  I  had  projected,  was  further  assisted 
through  the  rawness  and  inadequacy  of  oiu-  staff'  organization  through  which 
I  was  left  imacquainted  with  the  actiutl  state  of  aft'airs  on  my  left.  The 
Federal  attack,  already  thus  greatly  favored,  and  encouraged,  moreover,  by 
the  rout  of  General  Bee's  ad-\'anced  line,  failed  for  two  reasons :  their  forces 
"were  not  handled  with  concert  of  masses  (a  fault  often  made  later  on  both 
sides),  and  the  individual  action  of  the  Confederate  troops  was  superior,  and 
for  a  very  palpable  reason.  That  one  army  was  fighting  for  union  and  the 
other  for  disunion  is  a  political  expression ;  the  actual  fact  on  the  battle-field,  in 
the  face  of  cannon  and  nutsket,  was  that  the  Federal  troops  came  as  invadei-s, 

IGeueral  R.  S.  Ewell.     See  statement  of  Major  Campbell  Browu.  page  250. —  Editors. 
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and  the  Southern  troops  stood  as  defenders  of  their  homes,  and  further  than 
this  we  need  not  go.  The  armies  were  vastly  greater  than  had  ever  before 
foiight  on  this  continent,  and  were  the  largest  volunteer  armies  ever  assem- 
bled since  the  era  of  regular  armies.  The  personal  material  on  both  sides 
was  of  exceptionally  good  character,  and  collectively  superior  to  that  of  any 
subsequent  period  of  the  war.  ^  The  Confederate  army  was  tilled  with 
generous  youths  who  had  answered  the  first  call  to  arms.  For  certain 
kinds  of  field  duty  they  were  not  as  yet  adapted,  many  of  them  having  at 
first  come  with  their  baggage  and  servants ;  these  they  had  to  dispense  Avith, 
but,  not  to  offend  their  susceptibilities,  I  then  exacted  the  least  work  from 
them,  apart  from  military  drills,  even  to  the  prejudice  of  important  field- 
works,  when  I  could  not  get  sufficient  negro  labor ;  they  "  had  come  to  fight, 
and  not  to  handle  the  pick  and  shovel,"  and  their  fighting  redeemed  well  their 
shortcomings  as  intrenchers.  Before  I  left  that  gallant  army,  however,  it  had 
learned  how  readily  the  humbler  could  aid  the  nobler  duty. 

As  to  immediate  results  and  trophies,  we  eaptm'ed  a  great  many  stands  of 
arms,  batteries,  equipments,  standards,  and  flags,  one  of  which  was  sent  to 
me,  through  General  Longstreet,  as  a  personal  compliment  by  the  Texan 
"  crack  shot,"  Colonel  B.  F.  Terry,  who  lowered  it  from  its  mast  at  Fairfax 
Court  House,  by  cutting  the  halyards  by  means  of  his  unerring  rifle,  as  our 
troops  next  morning  reoccupied  that  place.  We  captured  also  many  pris- 
oners, including  a  number  of  surgeons,  whom  (the  first  time  in  war)  we 
treated  not  as  prisoners,  but  as  guests.  Calling  attention  to  their  brave 
devotion  to  theu'  wounded,  I  recommended  to  the  War  Department  that 
they  be  sent  home  without  exchange,  together  with  some  other  prisoners, 
who  had  shown  personal  kindness  to  Colonel  Jones,  of  the  -ith  Alabama, 
who  had  been  mortally  wounded  early  in  the  day. 

SUBSEQUENT  RELATIONS  OF  ME.  DAVIS  AND  THE  WEITER. 

The  military  result  of  the  victory  was  far  short  of  what  it  should  have 
been.  It  estabhshed  as  an  accomphshed  fact,  on  the  indispensable  basis  of 
mihtary  success,  the  Government  of  the  Confederate  States,  which  before 
was  but  a  pohtical  assertion ;  but  it  should  have  reached  much  f m-ther.  The 
immediate  pursuit,  but  for  the  false  alarm  which  checked  it,  would  have  con- 
tinued as  far  as  the  Potomac,  but  must  have  stopped  there  with  no  greater 
result  than  the  capture  of  more  prisoners  and  material.  The  true  immediate 
fruits  of  the  victory  should  have  been  the  dispersion  of  all  the  Federal  forces 
south  of  Baltimore  and  east  of  the  Alleghanies,  the  liberation  of  the  State  of 
Maryland,  and  the  captiu-e  of  Washington,  which  could  have  been  made  only 
by  the  Upper  Potomac.  And  from  the  high  source  of  this  achievement  other 
decisive  results  would  have  continued  to  flow.     From  my  experience  in  the 

^  This  battle  was  noteworthy  for  the  number  ton,  Fitzbugh  Lee,  Thomas  Jordan,  E.  E.  Eodes, 
of  participants  whose  names  are  now  prominently  E.  P.  Alexander,  and  othei-s.  On  the  Federal  side 
associated  with  the  war.  On  the  Confederate  side,  were  Generals  McDowell,  W.  T.  Sherman,  Burn- 
besides  Generals  Johnston  and  Beauregard,  were  side,  Hunter,  Heintzelman,  Howard,  Franklin, 
Generals  Stonewall  Jackson,  Longstreet,  Ewell,  Slocum,  Keyes,  Hunt,  Barry,  Fry,  Sykes,  Barnard, 
Early,  J.  E.  B.  Stuart,  Kirby  Smith,  Wade  Hamp-  Wadsworth,  and  others.  — Editors. 
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Mexican  war  I  had  gi-eat  oonfideuee  in  intelligent  volunteer  troops,  if  lightly 
handled;  and  with  such  an  active  and  \'ictoi'ious  war-engine  as  the  Con- 
federate Army  of  the  Potomac  could  have  immediately  been  made, —  reen- 
foreed,  as  time  went,  hy  numbers  and  discipline, —  the  Federal  military 
power  in  the  East  coidd  never  have  reached  the  head  it  took  when  McCleUan 
was  allowed  to  organize  and  discipline  at  leisiire  the  powerful  anny  tkat. 
in  the  end,  wore  out 


the  South.  In  war 
one  success  makes 
another  easier,  and 
its  right  use  is  as 
the  stei?  to  another, 
until  final  achieve- 
ment. This  was  the 
use  besought  by  me 
in  the  plan  of  cam- 
paign I  have  men- 
tioned as  presented 
to  Mr.  Davis  on  the 
14th  of  Jiily,  a  few 
days  before  the  bat- 
tle, but  rejected  by 
him  as  impractica- 
ble, and  as  rather  of- 
fering opportunity 
to  the  enemy  to  crush  us.  To  supply  the  deficiency  of  transportation  (our 
vehicles  being  few  in  number,  and  many  so  poor  as  to  break  down  in  ordinary 
camp  service),  I  myself  had  assigned  to  special  duty  Colonel  (since  Governor) 
James  L.  Kemijer,  of  Virginia,  who  quickly  ol  >taiued  for  me  some  two  huncli-ed 
good  wagons,  to  which  number  I  had  limited  him  so  as  not  to  arouse  again 
the  jealousy  of  the  President's  staif.  If  my  plan  of  oj^erations  for  the  capture 
of  Washington  had  been  adopted,  I  should  have  considered  myself  thereby 
authorized  and  free  to  obtain,  as  I  readily  eordd  have  done,  the  transportation 
necessary.  As  it  was — though  the  difficult  part  of  this  "  imiiracticable  ^  plan 
of  operations  had  been  proven  feasible,  that  is,  the  concentration  of  the  Shen- 
andoah forces  with  mine  (wi'ung  later  than  the  eleventh  hoiir  through  the 
alarm  over  the  march  upon  Richmond,  and  discountenanced  again  nervously 
at  the  twelfth  hour  by  another  alarm  as  to  how  "  the  enemy  may  vary  his 
plans "  in  consequence),  followed  by  the  decisive  defeat  of  the  main  Federal 
forces  —  nevertheless  the  army  remainetl  rooted  in  the  spot,  although  we 
had  more  than  fifteen  thousand  troops  who  had  been  not  at  aU  or  but  little 
in  the  battle  and  were  perfectly  organized,  while  the  remaining  commands, 
in  the  high  spirits  of  victory,  coidd  have  been  reorganized  at  the  tap  of  the 
di'um,  and  many  with  improved  captured  arms  and  equipments.  I  had 
already  urged  my  views  with  unusual  persistency,  and  acted  on  tliem  against 
all  but  an  express  order  to  the  contrary ;  and  as  they  had  been  deliberately 
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rejected  in  their  ultimate  scope  by  Mr.  Davis  as  the  commander-in-chief,  I 
did  not  feel  authorized  to  urge  them  fui'ther  than  their  execution  had  been 
allowed,  unless  the  subject  were  broached  anew  by  himseU'.  But  there  was 
no  intimation  of  any  such  change  of  purpose,  and  the  army,  consistently 
with  this  inertia,  was  left  unprovided  for  manoeuvre  with  transportation  for 
its  ammunition ;  its  fortitude,  moreover,  as  a  new  and  volunteer  army,  while 
spending  sometimes  24  hoiu's  without  food,  being  only  less  wonderful  than 
the  commissary  administration  at  Richmond,  from  which  such  a  state  of 
affairs  could  proceed  even  two  weeks  after  the  battle  of  Manassas.  Although 
certain  political  superstitions  about  not  consolidating  the  North  may  then" 
have  weighed  against  the  action  I  proposed,  they  would  have  been  light 
against  a  true  military  policy,  if  such  had  existed  in  the  head  of  the  Govern- 
ment. Apart  from  an  active  material  ally,  such  as  the  colonies  had  afield 
and  on  sea  in  the  War  of  Independence  with  Great  Britain,  a  country  in  fatal 
war  must  depend  on  the  vigor  of  its  warfare ;  the  more  inferior  the  country, 
the  bolder  and  more  enterprising  the  use  of  its  resources,  especially  if  its 
frontiers  are  convenient  to  the  enemy.  I  was  convinced  that  our  success  lay 
in  a  short,  quick  war  of  decisive  blows,  before  the  Federals,  with  their  vast 
resources,  could  build  up  a  great  military  power ;  to  which  end  a  concerted 
use  of  our  forces,  immediate  and  sustained,  was  necessary,  so  that,  weaker 
though  we  were  at  all  separate  points,  we  might  nevertheless  strike  with 
superior  strength  at  some  chosen  decisive  point,  and  after  victory  there 
reach  for  victory  now  made  easier  elsewhere,  and  thus  sum  up  success. 
Instead  of  this,  which  in  war  we  call  concentration,  our  actual  policy  was 
diffusion,  an  inferior  Confederate  force  at  each  separate  point  defensively 
confronting  a  superior  Federal  force ;  our  power  daily  shrinking,  that  of  the 
enemy  increasing ;  the  avowed  Federal  policy  being  that  of  "  attrition,"  their 
"bigger  masses  grinding  our  smaller,  one  by  one,  to  naught.  Out  of  this 
state  we  never  emerged,  when  the  direction  of  the  Government  was,  as  almost 
always,  necessary,  excepting  when  "  Richmond  "  was  immediately  in  danger. 
Thus,  in  the  fall  of  1861,  about  three  months  after  the  battle  of  Manassas, — 
after  throwing  my  whole  force  forward  to  Fairfax  Court  House,  with  out- 
posts flaunting  our  flags  on  the  hills  in  sight  of  Washington,  in  order  to  chafe 
the  Federals  to  another  battle,  but  without  success, —  I  proposed  that  the 
army  should  be  raised  to  an  effective  of  60,000  men,  by  drawing  20,000  for  the 
immediate  enterprise  from  several  points  along  the  seaboard,  not  even  at  that 
time  threatened,  and  from  oui-  advanced  position  be  swiftly  thrown  across 
the  Potomac  at  a  point  which  I  had  had  carefully  surveyed  for  that  purpose, 
and  moved  upon  the  rear  of  Washington,  thus  forcing  McClellan  to  a  decisive 
engagement  before  his  organization  (new  enlistments)  was  completed,  and 
while  our  own  army  had  the  advantage  of  discii^line  and  prestige  —  seasoned 
soldiers,  whose  term,  however,  would  expire  in  the  early  part  of  the  coming- 
summer.  This  plan,  approved  by  General  Gustavus  W.  Smith  (then  imme- 
diately commanding  General  Johnston's  own  forces)  as  well  as  by  General 
Johnston,  was  submitted  to  Mr.  Davis  in  a  conference  at  my  headquarters, 
but  rejected  because  he  would  not  venture  to  strip  those  points  of  the  troops 


222  THE  FIRST  BRITTLE  OF  BULL  RUN. 

we  requii'ed.  Even  if  those  jjoiuts  had  beeu  captured,  though  none  were  then 
even  threatened,  they  must  have  reverted  as  a  dii'ect  consequence  to  so  deci- 
sive a  success.  I  was  wilhng,  then,  should  it  have  come  to  that,  to  exchange 
even  Richmond  temporarily  for  Washington.  Yet  it  was  precisely  from  simi- 
lar combinations  and  elements  that  the  army  was  made  up,  to  enable  it  the 
next  spring,  under  Greneral  Lee,  to  encounter  McCleUan  at  the  veiy  door  of 
Richmond.  If  that  which  was  accepted  as  a  last  defensive  resort  against  an 
overwhelming  aggi-essive  anny  had  been  used  in  an  entei-prising  offensive 
against  that  same  army  while  yet  in  the  raw,  the  same  ventm-e  had  been 
made  at  less  general  risk,  less  cost  of  valuable  lives,  and  with  gi'eater 
certain  results.  The  Federal  army  would  have  had  no  chance  meanwhile 
to  become  tempered  to  that  magnificent  military  machine  which,  thi'ough 
aU  its  defeats  and  losses,  remained  sound,  and  was  stronger,  with  its 
readily  assimilating  new  strength,  at  the  end  of  the  war  than  ever  before ; 
the  pressure  would  have  been  lifted  from  Kentucky  and  Missouri,  and 
we  should  have  maintained  what  is  called  an  active  defensive  warfare, 
that  is,  should  have  taken  and  kept  the  offensive  against  the  enemy, 
enforcing  peace. 

No  people  ever  warred  for  independence  with  more  relative  advantages 
than  the  Confederates ;  and  if,  as  a  military  question,  they  must  have  failed, 
then  no '  country  must  aim  at  freedom  by  means  of  war.  We  were  one  in 
sentiment  as  in  territory,  starting  out,  not  with  a  struggling  administration 
of  doubtful  authority,  but  with  oui'  ancient  State  governments  and  a  fully 
organized  central  government.  As  a  military  question,  it  was  in  no  sense  a 
civil  war,  but  a  war  between  two  countries — for  conquest  on  one  side,  for 
self-preservation  on  the  other.  The  South,  with  its  gi'eat  material  resources, 
its  defensive  means  of  mountains,  rivers,  railroads,  and  telegraph,  with  the 
immense  advantage  of  the  interior  lines  of  war,  would  be  open  to  discredit 
as  a  people  if  its  failure  could  not  be  explained  otherwise  than  by  mere 
material  contrast.  The  great  Frederick,  at  the  head  of  a  little  i)eople,  not 
only  l)eat  back  a  combination  of  several  great  military  powers,  but  conquered 
and  kept  territory;  and  Napoleon  held  combined  Em-ope  at  the  feet  of 
France  till  his  blind  ambition  overleaped  itself.  It  may  be  said  that  the 
South  had  no  Fredericks  or  Napoleons ;  but  it  had  at  least  as  good  com- 
manders as  its  adversary.  Nor  was  it  the  fault  of  our  soldiers  or  people. 
Our  soldiers  were  as  brave  and  intelligent  as  ever  bore  arms ;  and.  if  only 
for  reasons  already  mentioned,  they  did  not  lack  in  determination.  Our 
people  bore  a  devotion  to  the  cause  never  surpassed,  and  which  no  war-mak- 
ing monarch  ever  had  for  his  support;  they  gave  their  all — even  the  last 
striplings  under  the  family  roofs  filling  the  ranks  voided  by  the  fall  of  their 
fathers  and  brothers.  But  the  narrow  military  ^■iew  of  the  head  of  the  Ooveru- 
nient,  which  illustrated  itself  at  the  outset  by  ordering  from  Europe,  not  100.000 
or  1,000,000,  l)ut  10,000  stands  of  arms,  as  an  increase  upon  8000,  its  first 
estimate,  was  equally  narrow  and  timid  in  its  employment  of  oiu*  armies. 

The  moral  and  material  forces  actually  engaged  in  the  war  made  our  success 
amoral  certainty,  bi\t  for  the  timid  policy  which — ignoring  strategy  as  a 
science  and  boldness  of  enterprise  as  its  ally  —  could  never  be  brought  to 
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view  the  whole  theater  of  war  as  one  subject,  of  which  all  points  were  but 
integral  parts,  or  to  hazard  for  the  time  points  relatively  unimportant  for  the 
piu'pose  of  gathering  for  an  overwhelming  and  rajjid  stroke  at  some  decisive 
point ;  and  which,  again,  with  characteristic  mis-elation,  would  push  a  vic- 
torious force  directly  forward  into  unsupported  and  disastrous  operations, 
instead  of  using  its  victory  to  spare  from  it  strength  sufficient  to  secui'e  an 
equally  important  success  in  another  quarter.  The  great  principles  of  war 
are  truths,  and  the  same  to-day  as  in  the  time  of  Caesar  or  Napoleon,  notwith- 
standing the  ideas  of  some  thoughtless  persons — their  applications  being  but 
intensified  by  the  scientific  discoveries  affecting  transportation  and  commu- 
nication of  inteUigenee.  These  principles  are  few  and  simple,  however 
various  their  deductions  and  application.  Skill  in  strategy  consists  in  seeing 
through  the  intricacies  of  the  whole  situation,  and  bringing  into  proper  com- 
bination forces  and  influences,  though  seemingly  unrelated,  so  as  to  apply 
these  principles,  and  with  boldness  of  decision  and  execution  appearing  with 
the  utmost  force,  and,  if  possible,  superior  odds,  before  the  enemy  at  some 
strategic,  that  is,  decisive  point.  And  although  a  sound  military  plan 
may  not  be  always  so  readUy  conceived,  yet  any  plan  that  offers  decisive 
resrdts,  if  it  agi-ee  with  the  principles  of  war,  is  as  plain  and  intelligible  as 
these  principles  themselves,  and  no  more  to  be  rejected  than  they.  There 
still  remains,  of  coui'se,  the  hazard  of  accident  in  execution,  and  the  appre- 
hension of  the  enemy's  movements  upsetting  your  own ;  but  hazard  may  also 
favor  as  well  as  disfavor,  and  will  not  unbefriend  the  enteri^rising  any  more 
than  the  timid.  It  was  this  fear  of  possible  consequences  that  kept  our  forces 
scattered  in  inferior  relative  strength  at  all  points  of  the  compass,  each  hold- 
ing its  bit  of  ground  till  by  slow  local  process  om-  territory  was  taken  and 
our  separate  forces  destroyed,  or,  if  captured,  retained  by  the  enemy  without 
exchange  in  their  process  of  attrition.  To  stop  the  slow  consumption  of  this 
passive  mode  of  warfare  I  tried  my  part,  and,  at  certain  critical  junctures, 
proposed  to  the  Government  active  plans  of  operation  looking  to  such  results 
as  I  have  described, —  sometimes,  it  is  true,  in  relation  to  the  employment  of 
forces  not  under  my  control,  as  I  was  the  soldier  of  a  cause  and  people,  not  of 
a  monarch  nor  even  of  a  government.  Two  occasions  there  were  when  cer- 
tain of  the  most  noted  Federal  operations,  from  their  isolated  or  opportune 
character,  might,  with  energy  and  intelligent  venture  on  the  Confederate 
side,  have  been  turned  into  fatal  disaster ;  among  them  Gfrant's  movement  in 
front  of  Vieksburg,  and  his  change  of  base  from  the  north  to  the  south  of  the 
James  River,  where  I  was  in  command,  in  his  last  campaign  against  Rich- 
mond. I  urged  particularly  that  our  warfare  was  sm-e  of  final  defeat  unless 
we  attempted  decisive  strokes  that  might  be  followed  up  to  the  end,  and  that, 
even  if  earlier  defeat  might  chance  from  the  risk  involved  in  the  execution  of 
the  necessary  combinations,  we  ought  to  take  that  risk  and  thereby  either 
win  or  end  an  otherwise  useless  struggle.  But,  in  addition  to  the  radical 
divergence  of  military  ideas, —  the  passive  defensive  of  an  intellect  timid  of 
risk  and  not  at  home  in  war,  and  the  active  defensive  reaching  for  success 
thi'ough  enterprise  and  boldness,  according  to  the  lessons  taught  us  in  the 
campaigns  of  the  great  masters, —  there  was  a  personal  feeling  that  now  gave 
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KUINS    OF    THE    STONE    BRIDGE.    LOOKING    ALONG    THE    W  ARRENTON    TURNrilCE    TOWARD   THE    UAITLE-HELD. 


This  view  is  from  a  photograph  taken  in  March,  1862,  tlie 
region  having  Itoen  left  open  to  the  Union  forces  l\y  the 
withdrawal  of  the  Confederates.  The  Confederate  bat- 
tery which  In  the  first  battle  of  Bull  Run  commanded 


the  bridge  was  placed  on  the  left  in  the  felled  tiu)l>er. 
which  ftn'ined  an  abalis?  across  the  road.  The  battle 
was  opened  from  be.vond  the  small  house.  Van  Pelfs, 
on  the  right,  by  the  Rhode  Island  trooi>s.—  Editoes. 


cold  heaving,  or  none,  to  any  recommendations  of  mine.  Mv.  Da\'is's  friend- 
ship, Avarm  at  the  early  period  of  the  war,  was  changed,  some  time  after  the 
battle  of  Manassas,  to  a  corresponding  hostility  from  several  personal  causes, 
direct  and  indirect,  of  which  I  need  mention  but  one.  My  report  of  Manassas 
having  contained,  as  part  of  its  history,  a  statement  of  the  submission  of 
the  full  plan  of  campaign  for  concentrating  our  forces,  crushing  successively 
McDowell  and  Patterson  and  captiu-ing  Washington,  Mr.  DaA-is  strangely 
took  offense  thereat;  and,  now  that  events  had  demonstrated  the  practica- 
bility of  that  plan,  he  sought  to  get  rid  of  his  self-accused  responsibility'  for 
rejecting  it,  by  denying  that  any  such  had  been  sulnnitted  —  an  issue,  for 
that  matter,  easily  settled  by  my  prodrietion  of  the  contemiioraueous  report 
of  Colonel  James  Chesnut,  the  bearer  of  the  mission,  who,  moreover,  at  the 
time  of  this  controversy  was  on  Mr.  Davis's  own  staff,  where  he  remained. 
jMr.  Davis  made  an  endeavor  to  suppress  the  pul)lication  of  my  report  of  the 
battle  of  Manassas.  The  matter  came  up  in  a  secret  debate  in  the  Confeder- 
ate Congress,  where  a  host  of  friends  were  ready  to  sustain  me ;  but  I  sent 
a  telegram  disclaiming  any  desire  for  its  publication,  and  ad\*ising  that  the 
safety  of  the  country  should  be  our  solicitiide,  and  not  personal  emls. 

Tlienceforth  j\Ir.  DaA^is's  hostility  was  watchful  and  adroit,  neglecting  no 
opportunity,  great  or  small ;  and  though,  fn>m  motives  all  its  opposite,  it  was 
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not  exposed  during  tlie  war  by  any  murmui's  of  mine,  it  brnited  sometimes  in 
certain  quarters  of  its  own  force.  Thus,  wlien  in  January,  1862,  tlie  Western 
representatives  expressed  a  desire  that  I  shoidd  separate  myself  for  a  time 
from  my  Virginia  forces  and  go  to  the  defense  of  the  Mississipjoi  VaUey  from 
the  impending  offensive  of  Halleck  and  Grant,  it  was  fm'thered  by  the  Execu- 
tive with  inducements  which  I  trusted, — in  disregard  of  Senator  Toombs's 
sagacious  warning,  that  under  this  furtherance  lui'ked  a  pui-pose  to  effect  my 
downfall,  urged  in  one  of  his  communications  through  his  son-in-law,  Mr. 
Alexander,  in  words  as  impressive  as  they  proved  prophetic :  "  Urge  Greneral 
Beauregard  to  decline  aU  proposals  and  solicitations.  The  Blade  of  Joab. 
Verhiim  Saplentl.'"  After  going  through  the  campaign  of  ShUoh  and  Corinth, 
not  only  with  those  indu.cements  unfulfilled,  but  with  ^'ital  ch'awbacks  from 
the  Government,  including  the  refusal  of  necessary  rank  to  competent  subor- 
dinates to  assist  in  organizing  my  hastily  collected  and  mostly  raw  troops,  I 
was  forced,  the  following  June,  in  deferred  obedience  to  the  positive  order  of 
my  physicians,  to  withch'aw  from  my  immediate  camp  to  another  point  in  my 
department  for  recovery  from  illness,  leaving  under  the  care  of  my  lieuten- 
ant, General  Bragg,  my  army,  then  unmenaced  and  under  reorganization  with 
a  view  to  an  immediate  offensive  I  had  pui'posed.  In  anticipation  and  exclu- 
sion of  the  receipt  of  full  dispatches  following  my  telegram,  the  latter  was 
tortuously  misread,  in  a  manner  not  creditable  to  a  school-boy  and  repvig- 
nant  to  Mr.  Davis's  exact  knowledge  of  syntax,  so  as  to  give  pretext  to  the 
shocking  charge  that  I  had  abandoned  my  army,  and  a  telegram  was  sent  in 
naked  haste  directly  to  General  Bragg,  telling  him  to  retain  the  permanent 
command  of  the  army.  The  "  Blade  of  Joab  "  had  given  its  thrust.  The  repre- 
sentatives in  Congi'ess  from  the  West  and  South-west  applied  to  Mr.  Davis  in 
a  body  for  my  restoration ;  and  when,  disregarding  his  sheer  pretext  that  I  had 
abandoned  my  army,  they  stiU  insisted,  Mr.  Davis  declared  that  I  should  not 
be  restored  [f  the  whole  ivorkl  should  ask  it  !  This  machination  went  to  such 
length  that  it  was  given  out  in  Richmond  that  I  had  softening  of  the  brain 
and  had  gone  crazy.  So  carefully  was  this  report  fostered  (one  of  its  tales 
being  that  I  Avould  sit  aU  day  stroking  a  pheasant  \)  that  a  friend  of  mine, 
a  member  of  the  Confederate  Congress,  thought  it  his  duty  to  write  me  a 
special  letter  resj^ecting  the  device,  advising  me  to  come  directly  to  Eich- 
mond  to  confound  it  by  my  presence  —  a  proceeding  which  I  disdained 
to  take.  I  had  not  only  then,  but  from  later,  still  more  offensive  prov- 
ocation, imperative  cause  to  resign,  and  would  have  done  so  but  for 
a  sense  of  public  obligation.  Indeed,  in  my  after  fields  of  action  the 
same  hostility  was  more  and  more  active  in  its  various  embarrassments, 
reckless  that  the  strains  inflicted  upon  me  bore  upon  the  troops  and 
country  depending  on  me   and  relatively  upon  the  cause,  so  that  I  often 

\  This  silly  tale  was  borrowed  from  an  incident  to  place  it  in  a  cage,  as  I  intended  sending  it  as  a 

of  Shiloh.     Toward  the  end  of  the  first  day's  bat-  pleasant  token  of  the  battle  to  the  family  of  Judge 

tie  a  soldier  had  found  a  pheasant  cowering,  ap-  Hilton  Brown,  of  Jackson,  Tennessee,  from  whom 

parently  paralyzed  under  the  ceaseless  din,  and  I  had  received  as  their  guest,  while  occupying  that 

brought  it  to   my  headquarters   as  a  present  to  place,  the  kindest  attentions ;  but  in  the  second 

me.   It  was  a  beautiful  bird,  and  I  gave  directions  day's  conflict  the  poor  waif  was  lost. —  G.  T.  B. 
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dreaded  failure  more  from  my  own  Grovemment  behind  me  than  from  the 
enemy  in  my  front ;  and,  when  success  came  in  spite  of  this,  it  was  acknowl- 
edged only  by  some  censorious  official  "  inquiry  "  contrasting  with  the  repeated 
thanks  of  the  Congress.  I  was,  however,  not  the  only  one  of  the  highest 
military  rank  with  whom  Mr.  Davis's  relations  were  habitually  unwholesome. 
It  is  an  extraordinary  fact  that  dm-ing  the  four  years  of  war  Mr.  DaA^is  did 
not  call  together  the  five  generals  [see  page  241]  with  a  view  to  detemdning 
the  best  military  policy  or  settling  upon  a  decisive  plan  of  operations  involv- 
ing the  whole  theater  of  war,  though  thei-e  was  often  ample  opportunity  for  it. 
We  needed  for  President  either  a  military  man  of  a  high  order,  or  a  poUtician  of 
the  first  class  without  military  pretensions,  such  as  Howell  Cobb.  The  South 
did  not  fall  crushed  by  the  mere  weight  of  the  Xorth ;  but  it  was  nibljled 
away  at  all  sides  and  ends  because  its  executive  head  never  gathered  and 
wielded  its  great  strength  under  the  ready  advantages  that  gi-eatly  reduced 
or  neutralized  its  adversary's  naked  physical  superiority.  It  is  Imt  another 
of  the  many  proofs  that  timid  direction  may  readily  go  with  physical  com-- 
age,  and  that  the  passive  defensive  jioliey  may  make  a  long  agony,  but  can 
never  win  a  war. 

Postscript. —  Since  the  publication  of  the  foregoing  pages  in  "  The  Centmy  " 
for  November,  1884,  General  J.  E.  Johnston,  in  the  com'se  of  a  paper  also  con- 
tributed to  " The  Century"  [see  page  240],  took  occasion,  for  the  fii-st  time,  to 
set  up  with  positiveness  and  circumstantiality  the  claim  to  ha^■ing  exercised 
a  controlling  connection  with  the  tactics  of  all  the  phases  of  the  battle  of  the  21st 
of  July,  1861.  Eespeeting  such  a  pretension  I  shall  be  content  for  the  present 
to  recall  that,  while  entii'ely  at  variance  with  the  part  I  have  ascribed  to  him 
in  relation  to  that  field,  it  is  logically  untena1:)le,  at  this  day,  when  confronted 
with  the  records  of  the  period.  In  my  own  official  report  of  the  battle  closely 
contemporaneous  with  the  events  narrated  —  a  report  that  was  placed  in  his 
hands  for  perusal  lief  ore  transmission —  it  is  distinctly  related  that  for  certain 
reasons,  chiefly  military,  Genei'al  Johnston  had  left  in  my  hands  for  the 
impending  conflict  the  command  of  the  Confederate  forces.  The  precise  cir- 
cumstances of  my  direct  conduct  of  and  responsibility  for  the  battle  are 
stated  in  such  terms  that,  had  I  not  been  in  actual  direction  of  the  day's 
operations  on  the  part  of  the  Confederates,  General  Johnston  must  have  made 
the  issue  sqiiarely  then  and  there  in  his  own  official  report.  And  all  the  more 
incumbent  upon  him  was  the  making  of  such  an  issue,  it  seems  to  me.  then 
or  never,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Confederate  Secretary  of  "War  on  the 
24tli  of  July,  1861,  wrote  me  in  these  words : 

"  JIv  Dear  General  :  Accept  my  coiisrratulations  for  the  jrlorious  and  most  brilliant  victory 
;icliie\e(l  by  you.     The  country  will  liless  and  honor  you  for  it.     Believe  me.  dear  General, 

•'  Truly  your  friend.  L.  P.  Walker."' 

Further,  GiMicral  Loo  thus  addressed  mo: 

"  My  Dear  General  :  I  cannot  express  the  joy  I  feel  at  the  brilliant  victoi-y  of  the  21st.  The 
skill,  courage,  and  endurance  displayed  by  yourself  e.xcite  my  hiirhest  admiration.  You  and 
your  troops  have  the  srratitudc  of  the  whole  country,  and  I  offer  to  all  my  heartfelt  conjn-atula- 
tions  at  their  success.     .     .     .     A'rry  trulv  voui-s.  R.  E.  Lee.'* 
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Of  the  exact  purport  of  these  two  letters  General  Johnston  could  not  have 
been  ignorant  when  he  wrote  his  report  of  the  battle.  Nor  could  he  have 
been  unaware  that  the  leading  Southern  newspapers  had  in  effect  attributed 
to  me  the  chief  direction  of  that  battle  on  the  Confederate  side.  Therefore, 
if  it  were  the  gross  historical  error  which,  twenty  odd  years  after  the  affair. 
General  Johnston  characterizes  it  to  be,  and  one  that  imputed  to  him  the 
shirking  of  a  duty  which  he  coiild  not  have  left  unassumed  without  personal 
baseness,  certainly  that  was  the  time  for  him  by  a  few  explicit  words  in  his 
official  report  to  dispose  of  so  affronting  an  error.  In  that  report,  however, 
no  such  exigent,  peremptory  statement  of  his  relation  to  the  battle  is  to  be 
found.  On  the  other  hand,  upon  page  57  of  his  "Narrative"  published  in 
1874  (D.  Appleton  &  Co.),  may  be  found,  I  fear,  the  clew  to  the  motive  of 
his  actual  waiver  of  command  in  this  curious  paragraph : 

"  If  the  tactics  of  the  Federals  had  been  equal  to  their  strategy,  we  should  have  been  beaten. 
If,  instead  of  being  brought  into  action  in  detail,  their  troops  had  been  formed  in  two  lines, 
with  a  proper  reserve,  and  had  assailed  Bee  and  .Jackson  in  that  order,  the  two  Southern 
brigades  must  have  been  swept  from  the  field  in  a  few  minutes,  or  enveloped.  General 
McDowell  would  have  made  such  a  formation,  f)robably,  had  he  not  greatly  underestimated  the 
strength  of  his  enemy." 

Coupled  with  the  disquieting,  ever-apprehensive  tenor  of  his  whole  corre- 
spondence with  the  Confederate  War  Department,  from  the  day  he  assumed 
command  in  the  Valley  of  Virginia  in  May,  1861,  down  to  the  close  of  the 
struggle  in  1865,  the  fair  inference  from  such  language  as  that  just  cited  from 
his  "  Narrative "  is  that  General  Johnston  came  to  Manassas  beset  with  the 
idea  that  our  united  forces  would  not  be  able  to  cope  with  the  Federal  army, 
and  that  we  should  be  beaten —  a  catastrophe  in  which  he  was  not  solicitous 
to  figiu-e  on  the  pages  of  history  as  the  leading  and  responsible  actor.  Origi- 
nally and  until  1875, 1  had  regarded  it  as  a  generous  though  natural  act  on  the 
part  of  General  Johnston,  in  such  a  juncture,  to  leave  me  in  command  and 
responsible  for  what  might  occur.  The  history  of  military  operations  abounds 
in  instances  of  notable  soldiers  who  have  found  it  proper  to  waive  chief  com- 
mand under  similar  conditions. 


COXFEDEKATE    QUAKER    GUNS.       FROM   A   PHOTOGRAI'H. 

Coufederate  fortifications,  uear  Centreville,  after  tlieir  evacuation  In  tlie  spriu;;  of  1862.    The  muzzle  of  file  log  was 
painted  black  and  tlie  breecli  was  covered  wltli  brush  to  conceal  its  character  from  observation  by  balloon. 
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FEOM  the  day  of  his  arrival  at  Winchester  [see  page  124],  General  John- 
ston was  ceaseless  in  his  labors  to  improA^e  the  efficiency  of  his  little 
army,  in  which  he  was  gi'eatly  assisted  by  several  staff-officers  who  afterward 
rose  to  high  distinction.  The  two  most  active  of  these  subordinates  were 
Majors  W.  H.  C.  Whiting  and  E.  Kirby  Smith,  the  former  of  whom  as  a 
major-general  fell  mortally  wounded  at  the  captm-e  of  Fort  Fisher  in  North 
Carolina,  and  the  latter  as  a  lieutenant-general  commanded  the  Trans- 
Mississippi  army  when  the  final  collapse  came.  Dm-iug  our  withdi-awal  from 
Harper's  Ferry,  on  June  16th,  we  were  deflected  from  our  du-ect  line  of 
march,  and  held  in  line  of  battle  a  day  at  Bunker  Hill,  a  few  miles  north 
of  Winchester,  to  receive  an  expected  assault  from  Cleneral  Patterson,  who 
had  crossed  the  Potomac,  but  went  back  without  attacking  us.  Again  on 
Jidy  2d  we  were  marched  to  Darksville,  about  midway  to  Martinsburg,  to 
meet  Patterson,  where  we  lay  in  line  of  battle  till  the  5th,  when  General 
Patterson,  after  a  slight  "  brash  "  with  Jackson,  again  recrossed  the  Potomac. 
We  retm-ned  to  Winchester,  and  to  oui'  arduous  drilling. 

After  midnight  of  July  17th,  General  Bee,  my  brigade  commander,  sent  for 
me  to  go  with  him  to  headquarters,  whither  he  had  been  summoned.  Several 
brigade  commanders  were  assembled  in  a  room  with  General  Johnston,  and  a 
conference  of  one  or  two  hours  was  held.  When  General  Bee  joined  me  on  the 
porch  to  return  to  om-  quarters,  I  saw  he  was  excited,  and  I  asked  him,  "  What 
is  up  f "  He  took  my  arm,  and,  as  we  walked  away,  told  me  we  would  march 
next  day  to  the  support  of  General  Beauregard.  He  repeated  a  telegi'am 
General  Johnston  had  received  from  Adjutant-General  Cooper  about  mid- 
night. This  was  the  famous  dispatch  that  has  led  to  so  much  controversy 
between  Mr.  Davis  and  General  Johnston,  as  to  whether  it  was  a  j)eremptory 
order,  or  simply  permission  to  Johnston  to  go  to  Beaui'egard's  support.  I 
quote  it,  and  leave  the  reader  to  his  own  construction : 

"  General  Beauregard  is  attacked ;  to  strike  the  enemy  a  decisive  blow,  a  junction  of  aU  your 
effective  force  wiU  be  needed.  If  practicable,  make  the  movement,  sending  your  sick  and 
baggage  to  Culpeper  Coiu-t  House,  either  by  radroad  or  by  Warrenton.  In  all  the  arrange- 
ments exercise  your  discretion." 
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On  the  next  day,  the  ISth  of  July,  -we  left  "Winchester  for  Manassas.  It 
was  late  in  the  afternoon  before  my  batteiy  took  up  the  line  of  march — as  I 
now  i-ecoUect,  with  the  rear-guard,  as  had  Vjeen  the  case  when  we  left  Hai-per's 
Ferry  a  month  before.  It  was  thought  probable  that  Patterson,  who  was 
south  of  the  Potomac,  and  only  a  few  miles  distant,  would  follow  us.  But  J. 
E.  B.  Stuart  and  Ashby  with  the  cavalrj'  so  completely  masked  om*  movement 
that  it  was  not  suspected  by  Patterson  rintil  July  20th,  the  day  before  the 
Bull  Eun  fight,  and  then  it  was  too  late  for  him  to  interfere. 

On  the  second  day  of  the  march  an  order  reached  me  at  Rectortown, 
Vii'ginia,  through  Brigadier-General  Barnard  E.  Bee,  to  collect  the  foui'  field- 
batteries  of  Johnston's  ai'my  into  one  coliimn,  and,  as  senior  artillery  captain, 
to  march  them  by  country  roads  that  were  unobstructed  1  ly  iuf  autiy  or  ti-ains 
as  rapidly  as  possible  to  Manassas  Junction,  and  to  report  my  arrival,  at  any 
hour,  day  or  night,  to  General  Bee,  who  was  going  forward  by  rail  with  his 
brigade.  Having  assembled  the  batteries  in  the  night,  I  began  the  march  at 
dawn  of  Saturday,  July  20th,  the  day  before  the  battle.  About  8  in  the 
morning  we  reached  a  village  in  Fauquier  county  —  Salem,  I  tliink  it  was. 
The  whole  population  turned  out  to  greet  us.  Men,  women,  and  children 
brought  us  baskets,  trays,  and  plates  loaded  with  their  own  family  breakfasts. 
With  the  imijrovidence  of  raw  campaigners,  we  had  finished  the  night  before 
our  three  days'  cooked  rations ;  so  I  ordered  a  halt  for  thirty  minutes  to  enjoy 
the  feast.  The  Staunton  Ai'tiUeryJ  (my  own  battery)  was  at  the  head  of  the 
column,  and,  being  largely  composed  of  young  men  of  high  social  standing, 
was  especially  honored  by  the  ladies  of  the  ^■illage,  conspicuous  among  whom 
were  the  young  daughters  of  Colonel  John  A.  Washington,  late  of  Mount  Ver- 
non. I  noticed  that  some  of  the  young  fellows  of  the  battery,  lingering  round 
the  baskets  borne  by  these  young  ladies,  who  bade  them  die  or  conquer  in  the 
fight,  seemed  very  miserable  during  the  remainder  of  the  march.  Xo  doubt 
many  of  them,  during  the  battle,  felt  that  it  would  be  better  to  die  on  the 
field  than  retreat  and  live  to  meet  those  enthusiastic  girls  again.  I  make 
special  note  of  that  breakfast  because  it  was  the  last  food  any  of  us  tasted  till 
the  first  Bull  Run  had  been  fought  and  won,  36  hours  later. 

It  was  1  o'clock  that  night  when  the  head  of  my  little  column  reached 
General  Bee's  headquarters,  about  one  mile  north-east  of  Manassas  Junction. 
He  was  established  in  the  log-cabin  to  which  afterward  he  was  lirought  when 
he  was  mortally  woimded,  and  to  which  I  shall  again  allude.  General  Bee 
ordered  us  to  unharness  the  horses  and  bivouac  in  the  fence  corners,  adding, 
"  You  will  need  all  the  rest  you  can  get,  for  a  groat  battle  will  liegin  in  the 
morning." 

A  little  after  daybreak  we  were  aroused  liy  the  sharp,  ringing  report  of  a 
great  Parrott  gun  across  Bull  Eun,  two  miles  away,  and  the  whizzing  of  a 
30-pounder  elongated  shell  over  the  tree-tops,  400  or  500  yards  to  our  left. 
Instantly  every  man  was  on  his  feet,  and  in  five  minutes  the  horses  were 

i  It  mnubei'od  140  officers  am]  men.   Six  were  col-  ehaiiies,  whose  mecliaiiieal  skill  was  of  muoli  ser- 

Icf,'!'  t;railuati's,  and  several  had  lift  eolleiie  to  enter  viee.  I  had  provided  tliein  with  red  tlannel  shirts  at 

tile  army.  Tlie  majority  were  younc;  men  of  leisnre  Harper's  Fej-ry.  beeauseour  tniifonns  were  too  fine 

or  mercantile  clerks.    About  forty  were  young  me-  for  camp  life  and  for  service  in  the  field. — J.  D.  I. 
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harnessed  and  hitclied  to  tlie  guns  and  caissons.  General  Bee  beckoned  to  me 
to  come  up  to  the  porch,  where  he  was  standing  in  his  shirt-sleeves,  having 
also  been  aroused  by  the  shot.  He  rapidly  informed  me  of  the  disposition  of 
om*  troops  of  Johnston's  army  so  far  as  they  had  arrived  at  Manassas.  His 
own  brigade  had  been  brought  forward  by  rail  the  evening  before.  Above 
all,  he  was  dissatisfied  at  the  prospect  of  not  participating  prominently  in  the 
battle,  saying  that  he  had  been  ordered  to  the  Stone  Bridge,  three  or  four 
miles  away  on  our  extreme  left,  to  cover  the  left  flank  of  the  army  from  any 
movement  that  might  be  made  against  it.  And  as  he  had  been  directed  to  take 
a  battery  with  him,  he  had  selected  mine,  and  wished  me  to  move  at  once.  He 
gave  me  a  guide,  and  said  he  would  follow  unmediately  with  his  infantry. 
When  I  told  him  we  had  been  24  hours  without  food  for  men  or  horses, 
he  said  he  would  order  supplies  to  follow,  remarking,  "  You  will  have  plenty 
of  time  to  cook  and  eat,  to  the  music  of  a  battle  in  which  we  shall  probalily 
take  little  or  no  part." 

Away  we  went,  retracing  our  steps  to  the  Junction,  and  by  a  westerly  detour 
striking  into  the  Sudley  road,  at  a  point  half-way  between  the  Junction  and 
the  scene  of  the  battle.  After  an  hour  or  so  we  ascended  the  hill  to  the  Lewis 
house,  or  "  Portici."  Here  a  courier  at  full  speed  met  us  with  news  that  the 
whole  Federal  army  seemed  to  be  marching  north-westerly  on  the  other  side 
of  Bull  Run.  Halting  my  men,  I  rode  to  the  top  of  the  hill,  and  had  a  full 
view  of  a  long  column  of  glittering  bayonets  moving  up  on  the  north  side  of 
the  creek.  Glancing  down  the  valley,  I  saw  Bee's  brigade  advancing,  and 
galloped  to  meet  him  and  report  what  I  had  seen.     He  divined  the  plans  of 
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This  Tlew  is  from  a  pliotograph  taken  in  March,  1862.    It  represents  the  worlss  suhstantially  as  they 
were  at  the  time  of  the  battle. 
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McDowell,  and,  asking  me  to  accompany  liim,  rode  rapidly  past  the  Lewis 
house,  across  the  hollow  beyond  it,  and  up  the  next  hill  through  the  pines, 
emerging  on  the  summit  immediately  east  of  the  Henry  house.  As  the  beau- 
tiful open  landscape  in  front  burst  ixpon  his  ^■ision,  he  exclaimed  with  euthii- 
siasm :  "  Here  is  the  battle-field,  and  we  are  in  for  it !  Bring  up  yoiu*  guns  as 
quickly  as  possible,  and  I'll  look  round  for  a  good  position." 

In  less  than  twenty  minutes  I  and  my  battery  had  jiassed  the  Lewis  house, 
when  I  discovered  Bee  coming  out  of  the  pines.  He  stopped,  and.  ]ilacing  his 
cap  on  his  sword-jjoint,  waved  it  almost  frantically  as  a  signal  to  huny  for- 
ward. We  went  at  a  gallop,  and  were  guided  to  a  depression  in  the  gi-ound 
aljout  one  hundred  yards  to  the  north-east  of  the  Henry  house,  where  we 
imlimbered.  With  his  keen  military  eye.  General  Bee  had  chosen  the  best 
possible  position  for  a  battery  on  aU  that  field.  We  were  almost  under  cover 
by  reason  of  a  slight  swell  in  the  ground  immetliately  in  our  front,  and  not 
fifty  feet  away.  Our  shot  passed  not  six  inches  above  the  surface  of  the 
ground  on  this  "  swell,"  and  the  recoil  ran  the  guns  back  to  still  lower  ground, 
where  as  we  loaded  only  the  heads  of  my  men  were  visible  to  the  entMuy. 

We  winit  into  position  none  too  soon;  for,  by  the  time  we  had  imlimbered, 
Cajitain  Rick(>tts,  appearing  on  the  crest  of  the  op]iosite  hill,  came  beautifully 
nnd  gallaiilly  into  battery  at  a  galloji,  a  sliort  distance  from  the  ^latthews 
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liouse  on  oiu-  side  of  the  SucUey  road,  aud  about  fifteen  hundred  yards  to  our 
front.  I  wanted  to  open  on  him  while  he  was  unlimbering,  but  General  Bee 
objected  till  we  had  received  a  fii'e,  and  had  thus  ascertained  the  character 
and  caliber  of  the  enemy's  guns.  Mine,  four  in  nmnber,  were  all  brass  smooth- 
bore 6-pounders.  The  first  round  or  two  from  the  enemy  went  high  over 
us.  Seeing  this.  General 
Bee  directed  us  to  fire 
low  and  ricochet  our 
shot  and  shrapnel  on 
the  hard,  smooth,  open 
field  that  sloped  toward 
the  Warreuton  turnjjike 
in  the  valley  between 
us.  We  did  this,  and  the 
effect  was  very  destruc- 
tive to  the  enemy. 

The  rapid  massing  of 
Federal  troops  in  oui' 
front  soon  led  to  very 
heavy  fighting.  My  lit- 
tle battery  was  i;nder  a 
pitiless  fire  for  a  long 
time.  Two  guns  from 
an  Alexandria  battery — 
Latham's,  I  think  — 
took  part  in  the  conflict 
on  the  north  side  of 
Young's  Branch  to  our 
right  and  across  the 
tui-npike,  so  long  as  Bee,  Bartow,  Evans,  and  Wheat  were  on  that  side,  we 
firing  over  their  heads ;  and  about  11  o'clock  two  brass  12-pounder  Napoleons 
from  the  New  Orleans  Washington  Artillery  unlimbered  on  our  right,  retiring, 
however,  after  a  few  rounds. 

We  were  hardly  more  than  fairly  engaged  with  Ricketts  when  Griffin's  splen- 
did battery  came  to  his  aid,  and  took  position  full  five  hundred  yards  nearer 
to  us,  in  a  field  on  the  left  of  the  Sudley  road.  Ricketts  had  6  Parrott  guns,  and 
Griffin  had  as  many  more,  and,  I  think,  2  12-pounder  howitzers  besides. 
These  last  hurt  us  more  than  all  the  rifies  of  both  batteries,  since  the  shot 
and  shell  of  the  rifles,  striking  the  ground  at  any  angle  over  15  or  20 
degi'ees,  almost  without  exception  bored  their  way  in  several  feet  and  did  no 
harm.  It  is  no  exaggeration  to  say  that  hundreds  of  shells  from  these  fine 
rifle-guns  exploded  in  front  of  and  around  my  battery  on  that  day,  but  so 
deep  in  the  ground  that  the  fragments  never  came  out.  After  the  action  the 
gi-ound  looked  as  though  it  had  been  rooted  up  by  hogs.  % 

3^  I  venture  the  opinion,  after  a  good  deal  of  or,  at  1500  to  1800  yards,  a  similar  battery  of  12- 
observation  during  the  war,  that  in  open  ground,  pounder  Napoleons,  well  handled,  will  in  one  hour 
at  1000  yards,  a  6-pounder  battery  of  smooth  guns,     discomfit  double  the  number  of  the  best  rifles  ever 
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Iml>oden'8  second  position  is  on  the  line  of  the  Confederate  front  as  formed 

by  Jackson.    Finally  the  Confederate  line  reached  from  behind  the 

Rohinsou  house  to  the  left  along  the  edge  of  the  piues,  and  {as  reen- 

forcements  came  up)  made  a  concave  arc  to  a  point  behind  the  Chiun 

house.     General   Imboden  counted  twenty-six  Confederate  guns 

in   the   semicircle  east  of  the   Sudley  road,  when  Griffin  and 

Ricketts  had  taken  position  near  the  Henry  house.—  Editors. 
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For  at  least  a  half-houi-  after  our  forces  were  diiven  across  Young's  Branch 
no  Confederate  soldier  was  visible  from  our  position  near  the  Heniy  house. 
The  Staunton  Ai'tillery,  so  far  as  we  cordd  see,  was  "  alone  in  its  glory."  Gen- 
eral Bee's  order  had  been,  "  Stay  here  till  you  are  ordered  away."  To  my 
surprise,  no  orders  had  come,  though,  as  I  afterward  learned,  orders  to  with- 
di'aw  had  been  sent  three-quarters  of  an  hoiu*  before  thi'ough  Major  Howard, 
of  Bee's  staff,  who  had  fallen,  desperately  wounded,  on  the  way. 

Infantry  was  now  massing  near  the  Stone  house  on  the  turnpike,  not  five 
hundred  yards  awaj',  to  charge  and  caj^ture  us.  On  making  this  discoveiy  and 
learning  from  the  sergeants  of  pieces  that  om-  ammunition  was  almost  entii-ely 
exhausted,  there  remained  but  one  way  to  save  oui'  guns,  and  that  was  to  run 
them  off  the  field.  More  than  haK  of  oiu-  horses  had  been  killed,  only  one 
or  two  being  left  in  several  of  my  six-horse  teams.  Those  that  we  had  were 
quickly  divided  among  the  guns  and  caissons,  and  we  hnibered  up  and  fled. 
Then  it  was  that  the  Henry  house  was  riddled,  and  the  old  lady,  Mrs.  Henry, 
was  mortally  wounded;!  for  oui'  line  of  retreat  was  so  chosen  that  for  200  or 
300  yards  the  house  would  conceal  us  from  Crriffin's  Ijattery,  and.  in  a 
measure,  shelter  us  from  the  cb-eaded  fire  of  the  infantry  when  they  should 
reach  the  crest  we  had  just  abandoned.  Several  of  Ciriffin's  shot  passed 
through  the  house,  scattering  shingles,  boards,  and  sphnters  aU  around  us. 
A  rifle-shot  from  Rieketts  broke  the  axle  of  one  of  oui-  guns  and  di-opped 
the  gun  in  the  field,  but  we  saved  the  limber.  The  charging  infautiy 
gained  the  crest  in  front  of  the  Henry  house  iu  time  to  give  us  one  voUey, 
but  with  no  serious  damage. 

We  crossed  the  summit  at  the  edge  of  the  pines,  midway  behind  the  Henry 
and  Robinson  houses,  and  there  met  "  Stonewall "  Jackson  at  the  head  of  his 
brigade,  marching  by  the  flank  at  a  double-quick.  Johnston  and  Beamvgard 
had  arrived  upon  the  field,  and  were  hurrjiug  troops  into  position,  liut  we 
had  not  yet  seen  them. 

When  I  met  Jackson  I  felt  very  angry  at  what  I  then  regarded  as  bad  treat- 
ment from  General  Bee,  in  leaving  us  so  long  exposed  to  captui'e,  and  I 
expressed  myself  with  some  profanity,  which  I  could  see  was  displeasing  to 
Jackson.  He  remarked,  "  I'll  support  your  battery.  Unlimlier  right  here." 
We  did  so,  when  a  perfect  hdl  in  the  conflict  ensued  for  '20  or  30  minutes — 
at  least  in  that  part  of  the  field. 

It  was  at  this  time  that  McDowell  committed,  as  I  think,  the  fatal  blunder 
of  the  day, by  ordering  both  Ricketts's  and  Griffin's  Viatteries  to  cease  firing  and 
move  across  the  turnpike  to  the  top  of  the  Henry  Hill,  ami  take  position  on  the 
west  side  of  the  house.  The  sliort  time  required  to  effect  the  change  enabled 
Beaiu'egard  to  arrange  his  new  line  of  liattle  on  the  highest  civst  of  the  hill, 

put  iu  tlie  iield.     A  sniooth-lidve  gun  never  buries  tlie  battle  opened  near  the  Matthews  house.  Mrs. 

its  projectiles  iu  the  ground,  as  the  rifle  <ioesinva-  Henry  was  carried  into  a  ravine  below  the  Sudley 

riablywheu  fired  against  sloping  gi'ouud.  Of  course,  road.     A  little  later  the  house   seemed  to  l>e  the 

this  advantage  of  the  smooth-bore  gnu  is  limited  safest  place,  and  she  was  carried  Viack  to  her  l>e<l. 

to  its  shorter  range,  and  to  an  open  field  fight,  de-  For  a  time  the  house  was  in  the  line  of  the  artillery 

fensive  works  not  being  considered. —  .T.P.I.  fire   from  both  sides.     Mrs.   Henry   receive*!  live 

4  Mrs.  Judith  Henry,  bedridden  from  old  age,  wounds   from    fragments   of  shells,  .-ind  died  two 

was  living  in  the  house  with  her  children.     When  hours  after  the  battle. —  Editors. 
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south-east  of  the  Henry  and  Robinson 
houses,  in  the  edge  of  the  pines.  If 
one  of  the  Federal  batteries  had  been 
left  north  of  Young's  Branch,  it  could 
have  so  swejit  the  hill-top  where  we 
re-formed,  that  it  would  have  greatly 
delayed,  if  not  wholly  have  prevented, 
us  from  occupying  the  position.  And  if 
we  had  been  forced  back  to  the  next 
hill,  on  which  stands  the  Lewis  house, 
Sherman,  who  had  crossed  Bull  Run 
not  far  above  the  Stone  Bridge  at  a 
farm  ford,  would  have  had  a  fair 
swing  at  oiu-  right  flank,  to  say  noth- 
ing of  the  effect  of  the  artUlery  playing 
upon  us  from  beyond  Bull  Run. 

When  my  retiring  battery  met  Jack- 
son, and  he  assumed  command  of  us, 
I  reported  that  I  had  remaining  only 
three  rounds  of  ammunition  for  a  sin- 
gle gun,  and  suggested  that  the  cais- 
sons be  sent  to  the  rear  for  a  supply. 
He  said,  "No,  not  now — wait  till  other 
guns  get  here,  and  then  you  can  with- 
draw youi"  battery,  as  it  has  been  so  torn  to  pieces,  and  let  your  men  rest." 

During  the  lull  in  front,  my  men  lay  about,  exhausted  from  want  of  water 
and  food,  and  black  with  powder,  smoke,  and  dust.  Lieutenant  Harman  and  I 
had  amused  ourselves  training  one  of  the  guns  on  a  heavy  column  of  the  enemy, 
who  were  advancing  toward  us,  in  the  dii'ection  of  the  Chinn  house,  but  were 
still  1200  to  1500  yards  away.  Wliile  we  were  thus  engaged,  Gi-eueral  Jackson 
rode  up  and  said  that  three  or  four  batteries  were  approaching  rapidly,  and 
that  we  might  soon  retire.  I  asked  permission  to  lire  the  three  rounds  of 
shrapnel  left  to  us,  and  he  said,  "  Go  ahead."  I  picked  ujj  a  charge  (the  fuse 
was  cut  and  ready)  and  rammed  it  home  myself,  remarking  to  Hai'man,  "  Tom, 
put  in  the  primer  and  pull  her  off."  I  forgot  to  step  back  far  enough  from  the 
muzzle,  and,  as  I  wanted  to  see  the  shell  strike,  I  squatted  to  be  under  the 
smoke,  and  gave  the  word  "  Fire."  Heavens !  what  a  report.  Finding  myself 
full  twenty  feet  away,  I  thought  the  gun  had  burst.  But  it  was  only  the 
pent-up  gas,  that,  escaping  sideways  as  the  shot  cleared  the  muzzle,  had  struck 
my  side  and  head  -svith  great  \'iolence.  I  recovered  in  time  to  see  the  shell 
explode  in  the  enemj^'s  ranks.  The  blood  gushed  out  of  my  left  ear,  and  from 
that  day  to  this  it  has  been  totally  deaf.  The  men  fired  the  other  two  rounds, 
and  limbered  up  and  moved  away,  just  as  the  Rockbridge  Artillerj",  under 
Lieutenant  Brockenbrough,  came  into  i^osition,  followed  a  moment  later  by  the 
Leesburg  Artillery,  under  Lieutenant  Henry  Heaton.  Pendleton,  supposed  by 
me  still  to  be  captain  of  the  first,  as  Rogers  was  of  the  second,  were  not  with 
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their  batteries  when  they  unlimbered.i  But  Heaton  and  Brockenbrough  were 
equal  to  the  occasion.  Heaton  had  been  under  my  command  with  his  batteiy 
at  the  Point  of  Rocks,  below  Harper's  Fen-y,  the  pre^'ious  May,  and  was  a 
brave  and  skiUful  yoimg  officer.  Several  other  batteries  soon  came  into  line, 
so  that  by  the  time  Giiffin  and  Eicketts  were  in  position  near  the  Heniy 
house,  we  had,  as  I  now  I'emember,  26  fi-esh  guns  ready  for  them. 

The  contest  that  ensued  was  teiTiiie.  Jackson  ordered  me  to  go  from  bat- 
tery to  battery  and  see  that  the  guns  were  properly  aimed  and  the  fuses  cut 
the  right  length.  This  was  the  work  of  but  a  few  minutes.  On  returning 
to  the  left  of  the  line  of  gims,  I  stopi^ed  to  ask  General  Jackson's  pei-mis- 
sion  to  rejoin  my  battery.  The  fight  was  just  then  hot  enough  to  make  him 
feel  well.  His  eyes  fairly  blazed.  He  had  a  way  of  tkrowing  up  his  left 
hand  with  the  open  palm  toward  the  person  he  was  addressing.  And  as  he 
told  me  to  go,  he  made  this  gesture.  The  air  was  full  of  flying  missUes,  and" 
as  he  spoke  he  jerked  down  his  hand,  and  I  saw  that  blood  was  streaming 
from  it.  I  exclaimed,  "  General,  you  are  wounded."  He  rephed,  as  he  drew 
a  handkerchief  from  his  l^reast-pocket,  and  began  to  bind  it  up,  "  Only  a 
scratch  —  a  mere  scratch,"  and  galloj^ed  away  along  his  line. 

To  save  my  horse,  I  had  hitched  him  in  a  little  gully  some  fifty  yards  or 
more  in  the  rear.  And  to  reach  Mm,  I  had  to  pass  the  six  hundi-ed  infantiy 
of  Hampton's  Legion,  who  were  hdng  down  in  supporting  distance  of  our 
artillery,  then  all  in  fuU  play.  'WhUe  I  was  untying  my  horse,  a  shell  exploded 
in  the  midst  of  Hampton's  infantry,  killing  several  and  stampeding  15  or  20 
nearest  the  spot.  I  tried  to  rally  them ;  l^ut  one  huge  fellow,  musket  in  hand, 
and  with  liayonet  fixed,  had  started  on  a  run.  I  threw  myself  in  his  front 
with  dra's\Ta  sword,  and  threatened  to  cut  him.  down,  whereupon  he  made  a 
lunge  at  me.  1  tlu'ew  up  my  left  arm  to  ward  off  the  1  >low,  and  the  liayouet- 
point  ran  iinder  the  wristband  of  my  red  flannel  shirt,  and  raked  the  skin 
of  my  arm  from  ^^Tist  to  shoulder.  The  blow  knocked  me  sprawling  on  the 
ground,  and  the  fellow  got  away.  I  tore  off  the  dangling  shirt-sleeve,  and 
was  bare-armed  as  to  my  left,  the  remainder  of  the  fight. 

I  overtook  my  battery  on  the  hill  near  the  Lewis  house,  which  was  used  as 
a  hospital.  In  a  field  in  front  I  saw  General  Johnston  and  his  staff  gi'ouped 
on  their  horses,  and  iinder  fire  from  numerous  shells  that  reached  that  hill.  I 
rode  up  to  him,  rejiorted  our  ammunition  all  gone,  and  requested  to  know 
where  I  could  find  the  ordnance  wagons  and  get  a  fresh  supply.  Observing 
the  sorry  plight  of  the  battery  and  the  condition  of  the  sur%-i\-ing  men  and 
horses,  he  directed  me  to  remove  them  farther  to  the  rear  to  a  place  of 
perfect  safety,  and  return  myself  to  the  field,  where  I  might  be  of  some 
service. 

I  took  the  battery  back  perhaps  a  mUe,  where  we  foiuid  a  welcome  little 
stream  of  water.  Being  greatly  exhausted,  I  rested  for  perhaps  an  hour,  and 
returned  to  the  front  witli  Sergeant  Joseph  Shumate. 

i  Captaiu,  afterward  ( tonoral.  PeuiUeton  liad  the  Roekliridge  .\rtillery.  Captain  Rogers.  I  also 
recently  1)een  made  a  colonel  and  oliiof  of  artillery  learn,  bad  a  section  somewhere  lower  down  ou 
to  General  Johnston,  which  separated   him  from     Bull  Kun  with  the  troops  at  the  fonis. —  J.  D.  I. 
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Wlien  we  regained  the  crest  of  the  Heury  plateau,  the  enemy  had  been 
swept  from  it,  and  the  retreat  had  begun  all  along  the  line.  We  gazed  upon 
the  scene  for  a  time,  and,  hearing  firing  between  the  Lewis  house  and  the 
Stone  Bridge,  we  rode  back  to  see  what  it  meant.  Caj^tain  Lindsay  Walker 
had  arrived  from  Fredericksburg  -svith  his  six-Parrott-gun  battery,  and  from 
a  high  hill  was  shelling  the  fugitives  beyond  Bull  Eun  as  they  were  fleeing  in 
wQd  disorder  to  the  shelter  of  the  nearest  woods.  Colonel  J.  E.  B.  Stuart, 
at  the  head  of  a  body  of  yelling  cavaky  with  drawn  sabers,  was  sweeping 
round  the  base  of  the  hill  we  were  on,  to  cross  the  Run  and  fall  upon 
the  enemy. 

AVlien  Stuart  disappeared  in  the  distance,  Shumate  and  I  rode  slowly  back 
toward  the  battery.  Nearing  the  Lewis  house,  Ave  saw  General  Johnston  and 
his  staff  coming  toward  us  slowly,  preceded  a  little  by  a  gentleman  on  horse- 
back, who  was  lifting  his  hat  to  every  one  he  met.  From  the  likeness  I  had 
seen  of  President  Jefferson  Davis,  I  instantly  recognized  him  and  told  Shumate 
who  it  was.  With  the  imj^ulsiveness  of  his  nature,  Shumate  dashed  up  to  the 
President,  seized  his  hand,  and  huzzaed  at  the  top  of  his  voice.  I  could  see 
that  Mr.  Davis  was  greatly  amused,  and  I  was  convulsed  with  laughter.  When 
they  came  within  twenty  steps  of  me,  where  I  had  halted  to  let  the  group 
pass,  Shumate  exclaimed,  to  the  great  amusement  of  all  who  heard  him :  "  Mr. 
President,  there's  my  eai^tain,  and  I  want  to  introduce  you  to  him."  The  Presi- 
dent eyed  me  for  a  moment,  as  if  he  thought  I  was  an  odd-looking  captain. 
I  had  on  a  battered  slouch  hat,  a  red  flannel  shirt  with  only  one  sleeve,  cordu- 
roy trousers,  and  heavy  cavalry  boots,  and  was  begrimed  with  burnt  powder, 
dust,  and  the  blood  from  my  ear  and  arm,  and  must  have  been  about  as 
hard-looking  a  specimen  of  a  captain  as  was  ever  seen.  Nevertheless,  the 
President  grasped  my  hand  with  a  cordial  salutation,  and  after  a  few  words 
passed  on. 

We  found  our  battery  refreshing  themselves  on  fat  bacon  and  bread. 
After  a  hasty  meal,  I  threw  myseff  on  a  bag  of  oats,  and  slept  tiU  broad 
daylight  next  morning,  notwithstanding  a  cb'enching  rain  which  beat  upon 
me  during  the  night. 

In  fact,  I  was  aroused  in  the  morning  by  a  messenger  from  ex-Governor 
Alston,  of  South  Carohna,  summoning  me  to  the  side  of  my  gallant  com- 
mander, Brigadier-General  Bee,  who  had  been  mortally  wounded  near  the 
Henry  house,  where  Bartow  had  been  instantly  killed  almost  at  the  same 
moment.  When  I  reached  General  Bee,  who  had  been  carried  back  to  the 
cabin  where  I  had  joined  him  the  night  before,  he  was  unconscious ;  in  a  few 
minutes,  while  I  was  holding  his  hand,  he  died.  Some  one  during  the  night 
had  told  him  that  I  had  reflected  on  him  for  leaving  our  battery  so  long 
exposed  to  capture;  and,  at  his  request,  messengers  had  been  for  horu's 
hunting  me  in  the  darkness,  to  bring  me  to  him,  that  I  might  learn  from  his 
own  lips  that  he  had  sent  Major  Howard  to  order  me  to  withdraw,  when  he 
was  driven  back  across  Young's  Branch  and  the  turnpike.  I  was  grieved 
deeply  not  to  have  seen  him  sooner.  Possibly  the  failure  of  his  order  to 
reach  me  was  providential.    For  full  three-quarters  of  an  hour  we  had  kept  up 
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a  fire  that  delayed  the  enemy's  movement  across  Young's  Branch.  But  for 
that,  they  might  have  gained  the  Henry  plateau,  before  Jackson  and  Hamp- 
ton came  up,  and  before  Bee  and  Bartow  had  rallied  their  disorganized  troops. 
Minutes  count  as  hours  under  such  chx-umstauces,  and  tiifles  often  turn  the 
scale  in  great  battles. 

General  Jackson's  wound  became  veiy  serious  when  iuflammation  set  in. 
On  hearing,  three  days  after  the  fight,  that  he  was  suffering  with  it,  I  rode  to 
his  cjuarters,  a  little  farm-house  near  CentreviUe.  Although  it  was  barely 
sunrise,  he  was  out  under  the  trees,  bathing  the  hand  with  spring  water.  It 
was  mtich  swollen  and  very  painfid,  but  he  bore  himself  stoically.  His  wife 
had  arrived  the  night  before.  Of  cotu'se,  the  battle  was  the  only  topic  dis- 
cussed at  breakfast.  I  remarked,  in  Mrs.  Jackson's  heaiing,  "  General,  how 
is  it  that  you  can  keeiJ  so  cool,  and  appear  so  utterly  insensible  to  danger  in 
such  a  storm  of  shell  and  bullets  as  rained  about  yoit  when  yoiu'  hand  was 
hit?"  He  instantly  became  grave  and  reverential  in  his  manner,  and 
answered,  in  a  low  tone  of  gi-eat  earnestness:  "Captain,  my  religious  behef 
teaches  me  to  feel  as  safe  in  battle  as  in  bed.  God  has  fixed  the  time  for 
my  death.  I  do  not  concern  myself  about  that^  l:»ut  to  be  always  ready, 
no  matter  when  it  may  overtake  me."  He  added,  after  a  pause,  looking  me 
full  in  the  face :  "  Captain,  that  is  the  way  all  men  should  live,  and  then  all 
would  be  equally  brave." 

I  felt  that  this  last  remark  was  intended  as  a  rebuke  for  my  profanity, 
■when  I  had  complained  to  him  on  the  field  of  the  apparent  abandonment  of 
my  battery  to  captui-e,  and  I  apologized.  He  heard  me,  and  simply  said, 
"  Nothing  can  justify  profanity."  \ 

The  battle  was  mainly  fought  by  Johnston's  troops  from  the  Shenandoah. 
Two-thirds  of  the  killed  and  wounded  were  his  men  and  officers.  Beau- 
regard's troops  were  strung  out  for  several  miles  down  the  valley  of  Btill 
Run,  and  did  not  get  \\\)  to  our  aid  till  near  the  end  of  the  day.  General 
Beauregard  himself,  who  was  in  the  thickest  of  the  fight,  came  upon  the  field 
long  before  any  of  his  troops  arrived,  except  those  he  had  posted  under 
Evans  to  guard  the  Stone  Bridge,  and  which,  with  Bee's  troops,  bore  the 
brunt  of  the  first  attack. 

\  I  never  knew  Jaeksou  to  let  profanity  pass  with-  of  wagons,  and,  in  the  voice  of  a  stentor,  poured 
out  a  rebuke  but  onee.  The  incident  was  reported  to  out  a  volume  of  oaths  that  would  have  excited  the 
me  by  the  chief  actor  in  it,  Major  John  A.  Harman,  admiration  of  the  most  scientific  mule-driver.  The 
who  was  Jackson's  chief  quartermaster.  It  happened  effect  was  electrical.  The  drivers  were  frightened 
at  Edwards  Ferry,  on  the  Potomac,  when  our  army  and  swore  as  best  they  could,  but  far  below  the 
was  crossing  into  Maryland  in  the  Antietam  cam-  major's  standard.  The  mules  caught  the  inspira- 
paign.  On  the  march  to  the  river,  for  some  in-  tion  from  a  chorus  of  familiar  wortls.  and  all  at 
fraction  of  orders  about  the  manner  of  marching  once  made  a  break  for  the  Maryland  shore,  and  in 
his  division,  Major-Geueral  A.  P.  Hill  had  been  five  minutes  the  ford  was  cleared.  Jackson  wit- 
ordered  in  arrest  by  Jackson.  This  probably  had  nessed  and  heard  it  all.  Harman  rode  back  to 
put  Jackson  in  a  ruffled  frame  of  mind.  The  day  join  him.  expecting  a  lecture,  and.  touching  his 
was  very  hot,  and  the  ford  was  completely  blocked  hat.  said:  "The  ford  is  clear,  general.'  There's 
with  a  wagon  train,  either  of  Hill's  or  some  other  only  one  language  that  will  make  mules  under- 
division.  On  seeing  the  state  of  affairs,  Jackson  stand  on  a  hot  day  that  they  must  get  out  of  the 
turned  to  Major  Harman,  and  ordered  him  to  clear  water."  The  general  smiled,  and  said:  "Thank 
the  ford.  H.u'iunn  dnsh(>il  in  among  the  wagoners,  you.  major,"  and  dashed  into  the  water  at  the  head 
kicking  mules,  and   aiiparciitly   inextricable   mass  of  his  staff,  and  rode  across. —  J,  D.  I. 
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The  iTiiinformed,  iSTorth  and  Soutli,  liave  wondered  wliy  Johnston  and  Beau- 
regard did  not  follow  on  to  Washington.  General  Johnston,  in  his  "  Nar- 
rative," has  clearly  and  conclusively  answered  that  question.  It  was  simply 
impossible.  We  had  neither  the  food  nor  transportation  at  Manassas  neces- 
sary to  a  forward  movement.  This  subject  was  the  cause  of  sharj)  irritation 
between  our  commanding  generals  at  Manassas  on  the  one  hand,  and  Mr. 
Da\^s  and  his  Secretary  of  War,  Mr.  Benjamin,  on  the  other.  There  was  a 
disposition  in  the  quartermaster's  and  commissary  departments  at  Richmond 
to  deny  the  extent  of  the  destitution  of  our  army  immediately  after  the  bat- 
tle. To  ascertain  the  exact  facts  of  the  case,  General  Johnston  organized  a 
board  of  officers  to  investigate  and  report  the  condition  of  the  transi^ortation 
and  commissariat  of  the  army  at  Manassas  on  the  21st  of  July,  and  their 
daily  condition  for  two  weeks  thereafter.  That  Board  was  composed  of 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Robert  B.  Lee  (a  cousin  of  General  R.  E.  Lee),  represent- 
ing the  commissary  department.  Major  (afterward  Major-General)  W.  L. 
Cabell,  representing  the  quartermaster's  department,  and  myself  from  the 
hue.  My  associates  on  this  Board  were  old  LT^ited  States  army  officers  of 
acknowledged  ability  and  large  experience.  We  organized  early  in  August, 
and  made  an  exhaustive  investigation  and  detailed  report.  I  have  a  distinct 
recollection  that  we  found  that  on  the  morning  of  the  battle  there  was  not  at 
Manassas  one  full  day's  rations  for  the  combined  armies  of  Johnston  and 
Beaui'egard,  and  that  on  no  suigle  day  for  the  succeeding  two  weeks  was 
there  as  much  as  a  three  days'  supply  there.  We  found  that  there  were  not 
wagons  and  teams  enough  at  any  time  to  have  transported  three  days'  sup- 
plies for  the  troops  if  they  had  been  put  in  motion  away  from  the  railroad. 
We  found  that  for  weeks  preceding  the  21st  of  July  General  Beauregard  had 
been  ui'gent  and  almost  importunate  in  his  demands  on  the  quartermaster 
and  commissary  generals  at  Richmond  for  adequate  supphes.  We  found  that 
Colonel  Northrop,  the  commissary  general,  had  not  only  failed  to  send  forward 
adequate  suj^plies  for  such  an  emergency  as  arose  when  General  Johnston 
brought  his  army  from  the  valley,  but  that  he  had  interfered  with  and  inter- 
dicted the  efforts  of  officers  of  the  department  who  were  with  General  Beau- 
regard to  coUect  supiDlies  from  the  rich  and  abundant  region  lying  between 
the  hostile  armies.  After  reporting  the  facts,  we  unanimouslj-  concurred  in 
the  opinion  that  they  proved  the  imijossibility  of  a  successful  and  raj)id 
l^iu'suit  of  the  defeated  enemy  to  Washington.  This  report,  elaborately 
written  out  and  signed,  was  forwarded  to  Richmond,  and  in  a  few  days  was 
returned  by  Mr.  Judah  P.  Benjamin,  Secretary  of  War,  with  an  indorsement 
to  the  effect  that  the  Board  had  transcended  its  powers  by  expressing  an 
opinion  as  to  what  the  facts  did  or  did  not  prove,  and  sharjily  ordering  us  to 
strike  out  all  that  part  of  the  report,  and  send  only  the  facts  ascertained  by 
us.  We  met  and  complied  with  this  order,  though  indignant  at  the  repri- 
mand, and  returned  our  amended  report.  This  was  the  last  I  ever  heard  of 
it.     It  never  saw  dayhght.     Who  suppressed  it  I  do  not  know.tV 

7^  See  statement  from  Colonel  Northrop,  page  261 . — Editors. 
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BY  JOSEPH   K.    JOHSSTOX.    fJEXEKAL.  r.  s.    \ 


TTT'HEN  the  State  of  Virginia  seceded,  being  a  citizen  of 
-^^fe  i^''-^0Wi^'  ^^^t  State,  I  resigned  my  office  in  the  United  States 
' -i^^;^!^^ '^5^' •'jh        Anny;    and  as  I  had  seen  a  good  deal  of    military 


service,  in  the  Seminole  and  Mexican  wars  and  in  the 
West,  the  President  of  the  Confederacy  offered  me  a 
<^^^:  '\^y '  ■f^SS''^^^ "  commission  in  the  highest  gi-ade  in  his  army.  I  ac- 
--!'^^,5L  ■=;../  cepted  the  offer  because  the  invasion  of  the  South 

-  -     '■  was  inevitable.     But  I  soon  incurred  Mr.  Davis's  dis- 

ou«KE,  GUN  FOUND  ,N  THE  coNFEOER.TE    pleasufc  by  protcstiug  agaiust  an  illegal  act  of  his  by 
.  PHOTO0..PH.  which  I  was  gi'eatly  wi'onged.  J    Still  he  retained  me  in 

important  positions,  although  his  official  letters  were  harsh.  In  1864,  how- 
ever, he  degraded  me  to  the  utmost  of  his  power  by  svunmaiily  removing 
me  from  a  high  command.  Believing  that  he  was  prompted  to  tliis  act  T>y 
animosity,  and  not  by  dispassionate  opinion,  I  undertake  to  prove  this  ani- 
mosity by  many  extracts  from  his  "  Rise  and  Fall  of  the  Confederacy "  ( D. 
Appleton  &  Co. :  1881),  and  my  comments  thereon. 

Mr.  Da\'is  recites  ("R.  and  F.,"  I.,  p.  307)  the  law  securing  to  officei"s 
who  might  leave  the  L'nited  States  Anny  to  enter  that  of  the  Confederacy 
the  same  relative  rank  in  the  latter  which  they  had  in  the  former,  pro\-ided 
their  resignations  had  been  offered  in  the  six  months  next  following  the 
14th  of  March,  and  then  adds : 

"  The  provisions  hereof  are  in  the  view  entertained  that  the  army  was  of  the  States,  not  of 
the  Government,  and  was  to  seciu-e  to  officers  adliering  to  the  Confederate  States  the  same 
relative  rank  which  they  had  before  those  States  had  withdrawn  ft-om  the  Union.  .  .  . 

"  How  well  the  Government  of  the  Confederacy  oliserved  both  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the 
law  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  its  action  in  the  matter  of  appointments." 

Those  of  the  five  generals  were  the  most  prominent,  of  com'se.  All  had 
resigned  within  the  time  prescribed.     Their  relative  rank  in  the  United  States 

i  The  letter   of  protest  covered  nine  sheets   of     on  this  frontier,  aud  borne  a  prominent  part  in  llio 

letter-paper,  and  the  ninth  sheet  (to  quote  from  ""'J'  ?''*'''t  •^7"*  »'  tl*"*  ^'"'  f'"'  ""■  '"■■'<•«*  "'  in^rsons 
i, :„:.    ,^  ii li :_  i,„' j_.        ncitlier  of  wlioin  lias  yet  struck  a  blow  for  this  Con- 


the  original)  sums  np  the  matter  in  these  words: 

*'  IMy  connniHNinii  is  made  to  bcai"  sndi  a  date  that  my 
once  infciic'i^  in  I  lie  m  ivice  of  the  United  States  and  of 
the  Coni'cil' r:iii  -I:!!!'-  sliall  lie  above  uie.  But  it  must 
not  be  diilril  ;i-  i>l  ilir  Jlst  of  ,Inly  nor  lie  susKCStive  of 
tlie  victory  of  Manassas.  I  return  to  my  tirst  position. 
I  repeat  that  my  rlsht  to  my  ranlc  as  Ceneral  is  estab- 
lishcd  by  the  Acts  of  Coiiirrcs.*  of  the  14th  of  ^ravcb,  l.sc.l, 
nail  file  ic.tli  of  Sfay,  isr.l,  and  not  by  the  nomination  and 
coatlriiiiil  ion  of  I  lie  :Ust  of  Ausust,  18G1.  To  deprive  mc  of 
that  rank  it  "was  iiciTssary  for  Coiiiircss  to  repeal  tluisc 
laws.  That  could  lii>  dene  by  express  Iciiislativc  act  alone. 
It  was  not  done,  it  coiilil  not  be  done,  by  a  mere  vote  in 
secret  session  npnn  a  list  of  nominations.  If  the  action 
against  which  I  have  jinilcsti'd  be  Ictral,  it  is  not  forme 
to  tpu'stion  the  expediency  of  dci^radinir  one  who  has 
served  laboriously  from  the  commencement  of  the  war 


federacy.  These  views  and  the  freedom  with  wliioU 
they  are  presented  may  Vie  uunsual.  Smi  likewise  is  the 
occasion  wliicU  calls  them  forth.  I  have  the  honor  to 
be,  very  respectfully,  your  olH^dieut  servant. 

"J.    E.   JOHXSTVIN.    <rt>neTOl. 

"  To  His  Excellency.  Jefferson  Davis.  Pn'sident  of  the 
Confederate  States.  Richmond." 

This  ninth  sheet  is  all  of  the  orisrinal  letter  that 
can  be  found  liy  the  present  owner,  Mrs.  Bledsoe, 
widow  of  Pr.  Albert  T.  Bledsoe,  who,  at  the  tiiuo 
the  letter  was  written,  was  Assistant-Seoret.iry  of 
War,  Dr,  Bledsoe  told  his  wife  that  President 
Davis  handed  the  letter  to  him,  Mrith  the  remark 
that  it  wotdd  not  go  upon  the  ottieial  files,  aud 
that  he  might  keep  it  if  ho  liked,— Editoks. 
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Army  just  before  secession  had  been :  1st,  J.  E.  Johnston,  Brigadier-General ; 
2d,  Samuel  Cooper,  Colonel ;  3d,  A.  S.  Johnston,  Colonel ;  4th,  R.  E.  Lee,  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel ;  and  5th,  CI.  T.  Beauregard,  Major.  All  of  them  but  the  third 
had  had  previous  appointments,  when,  on  the  31st  of  August,  the  Confederate 
Government  announced  new  ones:    Cooper's  being  dated  May  16th,  A.  S. 

Johnston's    May   28th,   Lee's 
y^  ^  j^^^    ^^^^^    _^   _^    Johnston's 

^f.  '-^^  July  4th,    and   Beaiu-egard's 

July  21st.  So  the  law  was 
violated,  1st,  by  disregard- 
ing existing  commissions ;  2d, 
by  giving  different  instead  of 
the  same  dates  to  commis- 
sions ;  and  3d,  by  not  recogniz- 
in  g  previous  rank  in  the  United 
States  Army.  The  only  effect 
of  this  triple  violation  of  law 
was  to  reduce  J.  E.  Johnston 
from  the  first  to  the  fourth 
place,  which,  of  course,  must 
have  been  its  object.  Mr. 
Davis  continues : 

"  It  is  a  noteworthy  fact  that  th^ 
three  highest  officers  in  rank  .  .  . 
were  all  so  indifferent  to  any  ques- 
tion of  personal  interest  that  they 
had  received  their  appointment  be- 
fore they  were  aware  it  was  to  be 
conferred"  (p.  307). 

This  implies  that  the  con- 
duct described  was  unusual. 
On  the  contrary,  it  was  that 
of  the  body  of  officers  who  left 
the  United  States  Army  to  en- 
ter that  of  the  Confederacy. 
It  is  strange  that  the  author 
should  disparage  so  many  honorable  men.  He  states  ("R.  and  F.,"  I.,  309) 
that  General  Lee,  when  ordered  from  Richmond  to  the  South  for  the  first 
time,  asked  what  rank  he  held  in  the  army :  "  So  wholly  had  his  heart  and 
his  mind  been  consecrated  to  the  public  service  that  he  had  not  remembered, 
if  he  ever  knew,  of  his  advancement." 

As  each  grade  has  its  duties,  an  officer  cannot  know  his  duty  if  ignorant  of 
his  rank.  Therefore  General  Lee  always  knew  his  rank,  for  he  never  failed 
in  his  duty.  Besides,  his  official  correspondence  at  the  time  referred  to  shows 
that  he  knew  that  he  was  major-general  of  the  Virginia  forces  until  May 
25th,  1861,  and  a  Confederate  general  after  that  date. 

VOL.  I.    16 
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Describing  the  events  wliich  immediately  preceded  the  Ijattle  of  ^lanassas, 
Mr.  Davis  says  ("Eise  and  Fall,"  I.,  310) : 

"  The  forces  there  assembled  [in  Virgini;i]  were  divided  into  three  armies,  at  posirions  the 
most  important  and  tlireatened  :  one,  under  General  J.  E.  Johnston,  at  Harper's  Ferrj-,  cover- 
ing the  valley  of  the  Shenandoah.  .  .  .  Harpers  Feny  was  an  important  position  both  for 
military  and  political  considerations.  .  .  .  The  demonstrations  of  General  Patterson,  com- 
manding the  Federal  army  in  that  region,  caused  General  Johnston  earnestly  to  insist  on 
being  allowed  to  retire  to  a  position  nearer  to  Winchester."' 

Harper's  Ferry  is  22  miles  east  of  the  route  into  the  Shenandoah  Valley, 
and  could  be  held  only  by  an  army  strong  enough  to  ch-ive  an  enemy  from 
the  heights  north  and  east  of  it.  So  it  is  anything  but  an  important 
position.  These  objections  were  expressed  to  the  Grovemment  two  days  after 
my  arrival,  and  I  suggested  the  being  permitted  to  move  the  troops  as  might 
be  necessary.    All  this  before  Patterson  had  advanced  from  Chamber.sburg. 

On  page  341, "  R.  and  F.,"  Mr.  Da^■is  quotes  from  an  official  letter  to  me 
from  General  Cooper,  dated  June  13th,  1861,  which  began  thus : 

"The  opinions  expressed  by  Major  Whiting  in  his  letter  to  you,  and  on  which  you  have 
indorsed  your  coucuiTence,  have  been  duly  considered.  You  had  been  heretofore  instructed 
to  exercise  your  discretion  as  to  retiring  from  your  position  at  Harpei''s  Ferrj'."  1^. 

This  latter  statement  is  incorrect.  Xo  such  instructions  had  been  given. 
The  last  instructions  on  the  subject  received  by  me  were  in  (General  Lee's 
letter  of  June  7th.  |     On  page  341  Mr.  Davis  says : 

'■  The  temporary  occupation  [of  Harper's  Ferry]  was  especially  ueedfid  for  the  removal  of 
the  valuable  machinery  and  material  in  the  armory  located  there." 

The  removal  of  the  machinery  was  not  an  object  referred  to  in  General 
Cooper's  letter.  But  the  presence  of  om-  army  anywhere  in  the  Valley  within 
a  day's  march  of  the  position,  would  have  protected  that  removal.  That 
letter  (page  341)  was  received  two  days  after  the  army  left  Harper's  Ferry 
to  meet  General  McClellan's  troops,  believed  by  intelligent  people  of  Win- 
chester to  be  approaching  from  the  west. 

On  page  345  Mr.  Davis  says  it  was  a  difficult  problem  to  know  which  army, 
whether  Beauregard's  at  Manassas  or  Johnston's  in  the  Valley,  shotild  l>e 
reenforced  by  the  other,  because  these  generals  were  "each  asking  reenforee- 
ments  from  the  other."  All  that  was  written  by  me  on  the  suliject  is  in  the 
letter  (page  345)  dated  Juh'  9th : 

"  I  have  not  asked  for  reenforcements  becausi'  I  supposed  that  the  War  Department, 
informed  of  the  state  of  affairs  everywhere,  coidd  best  judge  where  the  tixiops  at  its  disposal 

3)  This  letter  of  Major  Whitiug  to  General  John-  per's  Kerry  srivins;  liiiu  poniiission  to  use  his  dis- 

stoii,  luul  General  Johnston's  letter  (probalily  re-  cretiou  wliicli  is  to  be  found  in  the  Offioial  Kocorils, 

ferrcil  to  as  the  indorsoraeut),  are  both  dated  May  is  the  one  of  .Iiuie  7th  from  General  Lee.  in  which 

28th,  1801.     The  phrase  of  General  Cooper,  "You  he  says:  "It  is  hoped  that  you  will  bo  .sble  to  be 

had  been  heretofore  instructed,"'  should  have  read  timely  informed  of  tlio  approach  of  troops  against 

either,   "You   had   been    lli<ritofi»T   [before  May  you.  and  retire,  provided  they  cannot  l>o  sucoess- 

2stli]  instructed,''  or,  "  You  horr  been  heretofore  fully  opposed.     You  must  exercise  your  discretion 

[before   June    IStli]   instructed."      The    latter   is  and  judi;nu'nt  in  this  respect." — Editors. 
probably  what  was  meant,  as  the  only  letter  of 

instructions  to  General  Johnston  received  at  Har-  4"  Oltioial  Reconls."  II..  010. 
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are  most  required.  .  .  .  If  it  is  proposed  to  strengthen  us  against  the  attack  I  suggest  as 
soon  to  be  made,  it  seems  to  me  that  General  Beauregard  might  with  great  expedition  furnish 
5000  or  6000  men  for  a  few  days." 

Mr.  Davis  says,  after  quoting  from  this  letter : 

"  As  soon  as  I  became  satisfied  that  Manassas  was  the  objective  point  of  the  enemy's  move- 
ment, I  wi'ote  to  General  Johnston  urging  him  to  make  preparations  for  a  junction  with 
General  Beauregard." 

There  is  abundant  evidence  that  the  Southern  President  never  thought 
of  transferring  the  troops  in  the  "  Valley  "  to  Manassas  until  the  proper  time 
to  do  it  came  —  that  is,  when  McDowell  was  known  to  be  advancing.  This 
fact  is  shown  by  the  anxiety  he  expressed  to  increase  the  number  of  those 
troops,  t  And  General  Lee,  writing  [from  South  Carolina]  to  Mr.  Davis, 
November  24th,  1861  ("  Official  Records,"  II.,  515),  says  in  regard  to  General 
Beauregard's  suggestion  that  he  be  reenforced  from  my  army : 

"  You  decided  that  the  movements  of  the  enemy  in  and  about  Alexandi'ia  were  not  suf- 
ficiently demonstrative  to  warrant  the  withdrawing  of  any  of  the  forces  from  the  Shenandoah 
Valley.  A  few  days  afterward,  however, —  I  think  tliree  or  four, —  the  reports  from  General 
Beauregard  showed  so  clearly  the  enemy's  purpose,  that  you  ordered  General  Johnston,  with 
his  effective  force,  to  march  at  once  to  the  support  of  General  Beauregard." 

This  letter  is  in  reply  to  one  from  Mr.  Davis,  to  the  etfect  that  statements 

had  been  widely  published  to  show  that  General  Beauregard's  forces  had 

been  held  inactive  by  his  (Mr.  Davis's)  rejection  of  plans  for  vigorous  offen- 

ive  operations  proposed  to  him  by  the  general,  and  desiring  to  know  of 

General  Lee  what  those  plans  were,  and  why  they  were  rejected. 

"  On  the  17th  of  July,  1861,"  says  Mr.  Davis  ("  R.  and  F."  I.,  .346),  "  the 
following  telegram  was  sent  by  the  adjutant-general "  to  General  Johnston, 
Winchester,  Va. : 

"  General  Beauregard  is  attacked.  To  strike  the  enemy  a  decisive  blow,  a  junction  of  all 
your  effective  force  will  be  needed.  If  practicable,  make  the  movement,  sending  your  sick  and 
baggage  to  Culpeper  Court  House,  either  by  railroad  or  by  Wairenton.  In  all  the  arrange- 
ments exercise  your  discretion.     S.  Cooper,  Adjutant  and  Inspector-General." 

Mr.  Davis  asserts  that  I  claim  that  discretion  was  given  me  by  the  words 
"  all  the  arrangements."  I  claimed  it  from  what  he  terms  the  only  positive 
part  of  the  order,  viz.,  "If  practicable,  make  the  movement,  sending  your 
sick  to  Culpeper  Coitrt  House."    Mr.  Davis  adds : 

"  The  sending  the  sick  to  Culpeper  Court  House  might  have  been  after  or  before  the  effect- 
ive force  had  moved  to  the  execution  of  the  main  and  only  positive  part  of  the  order." 

"  Make  the  movement "  would  have  been  a  positive  order,  but  "  if  prac- 
ticable "  deprived  it  of  that  character,  and  gave  the  officer  receiving  it  a  cer- 
tain discretion.  But,  as  the  movement  desired  was  made  promptly,  it  was 
surely  idle  to  discuss,  twenty  years  after,  whether  the  officer  could  lawfully 
have  done  what  he  did  not  do.  At  the  time  the  decision  of  such  a  question 
might  have  been  necessary ;  but,  as  Mr.  Davis  will  give  no  more  orders  to 
generals,  and  as  the  officer  concerned  will  execute  no  more,  such  a  discussion 

I  See  "OfSeial  Records,"  11.,  924,  935,  940,  973,  976-977. 
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is  idle  now.  The  use  of  the  wagons  required  in  the  niaroh  of  the  army  would 
have  been  neeessaiy  to  remove  the  siek  to  the  railroad  station  at  Strasburg, 
eighteen  miles  distant ;  so  this  removal  could  n(A  have  been  made  after  the 
mai'ch.  There  being  seventeen  hundred  sick,  this  part  of  their  transportation 
would  have  required  more  time  than  the  transfer  of  the  troops  to  Manas- 
sas, which  was  the  important  thing.  The  sick  were,  therefore,  properly  and 
quickly  provided  for  in  Winchester.  I  was  the  only  judge  of  the  "  practicaVjle"; 
and  "  if  praeticaljle"  refers  to  the  whole  sentence  — as  much  to  sending  the  sick 
to  Culpeper  as  to  "  make  the  movement."    Still  he  says  ("R.  and  F.."  I.,  .347) : 

"His  [my]  letters  of  the  12th  and  15th  expressed  his  doubts  about  his  power  to  retire  from 
before  the  superior  force  of  (ieneral  Patterson.  Therefore,  the  word  '  x^^aeticable  '  was  in  that 
connection  the  equivalent  of  '  possible.'  " 

It  is  immaterial  whether  "  if  practicable  "  or  "  if  possible  "  was  written.  I 
was  the  only  judge  of  the  possibility  or  practicability  ;  and,  if  General  Pat- 
terson had  not  changed  his  position  after  the  telegi'am  was  received,  I  might 
have  thought  it  necessary  to  attack  him,  to  "  make  the  movement  practicable." 
But  as  to  my  power  to  retire.  On  the  15th  G-eneral  Patterson's  forces  were 
half  a  day's  march  from  us,  and  on  the  12th  more  than  a  day's  march ;  and, 
as  Stuart's  cavalry  did  not  permit  the  enemy  to  observe  us,  retreat  would 
have  been  easy,  and  I  could  not  possibly  have  wi-itten  to  the  eonti'ary.  \ 

As  to  Mr.  Da^'is's  telegi-am  ("R.  and  F.,"  I.,  348)-j!!r,  and  the  anxiety  in 
Mr.  Davis's  mind  lest  there  should  be  some  unfortunate  misunderstanding 
Ijetween  General  Beauregard  and  me, — my  inquiry  was  intended  and  calcu- 
lated to  establish  beyond  dispute  our  relative  positions.  As  a  Confederate 
brigadier-general  I  had  been  junior  to  General  Beauregard,  Ijut  had  been 
created  general  by  act  of  Congress.  But,  as  this  had  not  been  published  to 
the  army,  it  was  not  certain  that  it  was  known  at  Manassas.  K  it  was  not, 
the  President's  telegram  gave  the  information,  and  prevented  what  he  seems 
to  have  apprehended. 

THE   BATTLE   OF   BULL   KUN. 

On  page  349,  to  the  end  of  the  chapter,  the  President  describes  his  visit  to 
the  field  of  battle  near  Manassas.  ''As  we  advanced,"  he  says,  "  the  storm  of 
battle  was  rolling  westward."  But,  in  fact,  the  fighting  had  ceased  before  he 
left  Manassas.  He  then  mentions  meeting  me  on  a  hill  which  commanded  a 
general  view  of  the  field,  and  proceeding  farther  west,  where  he  saw  a  Federal 
"  column,"  which  a  Confederate  squadron  charged  and  put  to  flight.     But  the 

\  Mr.  Davis  has  a  few  words  of  praise  for  Gen-         "  Richinond.  July  •20.  1861.    General  J.  E.  .lohn- 

eral  Johnston,  which,  in  this  connection,  will  be  ston,  Manassas  Junction,  Virginia  :  You  are  a  gen- 

of  interest  to  the  reader:  "It  gives  me  pleasure  eral  in  the   Confederate  Army,  possessoil  of  the 

to  state  that,  from  all  the  accounts  received  at  the  power  attaching  to  that  rank.    Von  will  know  how 

time   the  plans  of  General  .lohnston  for  masking  to  make  the  exact  knowledg<>  of  Brigadier-Gen- 

his  withdrawal  to  form  a  .jiinction  with  General  eral  ncauregiird,  as  well  of  the  ground  as  of  the 

Beauregard   were    conductc<l   with  marked  skill "  troops  and   preparation,  avail  for  the  success  of 

("  R.  and  F.,"  I.,  ,')47). —  Editors.  the  object  in  which  you  coSperate.     The  leal  of 

■{^  This  telegram,  sent  in  response  to  an  inciuiry  botli  assures  me  of  harmonious  action.   Jefferson 

from  Geueral  .Johnston,  read  as  follows  :  Davis." 
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captain  in  command  of  this  squadi'on  5>  says  in  his  report  that  the  column  seen 
was  a  party  of  our  troops.  Mr.  Davis  also  dilates  on  the  suffering  of  our 
troops  for  want  of  supplies  and  camp  equipage,  and  on  his  efforts  to  have 
them  provided  for.  After  the  battle  ended,  officers  were  duly  directed  by  me 
to  have  food  brought  to  the  ground  where  the  troops  were  to  pass  the  night. 

I  was  not  in  the  conference  described  by  Mr.  Davis  ("R.  and  F.,"  I.,  353, 
354,  355).  Having  left  the  field  after  10  o'clock,  and  ridden  in  the  dark  slowly, 
it  was  about  half -past  11  when  I  found  the  President  and  GJ-eneral  Beauregard 
together,  in  the  latter's  quarters  at  Manassas.  We  three  conversed  an  hour 
or  more  without  referring  to  pursuit  or  an  advance  upon  Washing-ton.  The 
"  conference  "  described  by  him  must  have  occuri'ed  before  my  arrival,  and 
Mr.  Davis  may  very  well  have  forgotten  that  I  was  not  jiresent  then. 

But,  wheu  the  President  wrote,  he  had  forgotten  the  subject  of  the  confer- 
ence he  described ;  for  the  result,  as  he  states  it,  was  an  order,  not  for  pursuit 
by  the  army,  but  for  the  detail  of  two  parties  to  collect  wounded  men  and 
abandoned  property  near  the  field  of  battle.  This  order  (pages  355,  356)  is 
"to  the  same  effect,"  Mr.  Davis  says,  as  the  one  he  wrote,  and  which  he  terms 
a  direction  to  pursue  the  Federal  army  at  early  dawn. 

It  is  asserted  ("  R.  and  F.,"  I.,  351)  |  that  I  left  the  command  over  both  Con- 
federate armies  in  Gfeneral  Beauregard's  hands  during  the  engagement.  Such 
conduct  would  have  been  as  base  as  flight  from  the  field  in  the  heat  of  battle, 
and  would  have  brought  upon  me  the  contempt  of  every  honorable  soldier.  It 
is  disproved  by  the  fact  that  General  Beauregard  was  willing  to  serve  under  me 
there,  and  again  in  North  Carolina,  near  the  close  of  the  war ;  and  that  he 
associated  with  me.  As  this  accusation  is  published  by  the  Southern  Pres- 
ident, and  indorsed  by  G-eneral  Beauregard,  it  requires  my  contradiction. 

Instead  of  leaving  the  command  in  General  Beaiu'egard's  hands,  I  assumed 
it  over  both  armies  immediately  after  my  arrival  on  the  20th,  showing  General 
Beaiu'egard  as  my  warrant  the  President's  telegram  defining  my  position. 
The  usual  order  J  assuming  command  was  written  and  sent  to  General 
Beauregard's  office  for  distribution.  He  was  then  told  that  as  General 
Patterson  would  no  doubt  hasten  to  join  General  McDowell  as  soon  as  he 
discovered  my  movement,  we  must  attack  the  Federal  army  next  morning. 
General  Beauregard  then  pointed  out  on  a  map  of  the  neighborhood  the  roads 
leading  to  the  enemy's  camp  at  Centreville  from  the  different  parts  of  our 
line  south  of  the  stream,  and  the  positions  of  the  brigades  near  each  road ; 
and  a  simple  order  of  march,  by  which  our  troops  would  unite  near  the 
Federal  position,  was  sketched.  Having  had  neither  sleep  nor  recumbent 
rest  since  the  morning  of  the  17th,  I  begged  General  Beauregard  to  put  this 
order  of  march  on  paper,  and  have  the  necessary  copies  made  and  sent  to  me 
for  inspection  in  a  grove,  near,  where  I  expected  to  be  resting — this  in  time 

3>  Captain  .John  F.  Lay.    See  "  Official  Records,"  events,  says :  "During  the  20th,  General  Johnston 

II.,  573. — ■  Editors.  arrived  at  Manassas  Junction  hy  the  railroad,  and 

^  Not  by  Mr.  Davis,  but  in  a  letter  from  Gen-  that  day  we  received  the  order  from  him  assuming 

eral  Thomas  Jordan,  quoted  by  Mr.  Davis  for  an-  command   of    the    combined    armies   of    General 

other  purpose. —  Editors.  Beauregard  and  himself." —  J.  E.  J. 

i  General  J.  A.  Early,  in  his  narrative  of  these 
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for  distributiou  before  night.  Tliis  distribution  was  to  be  by  hiin,  the  imme- 
diate commander  of  most  of  the  troops.  Seeing  that  8  Ijrigades  were  on  the 
right  of  the  Une  to  Centreville,  and  but  1  to  the  left  of  it  at  a  distance  of  4 
miles,  I  desired  General  Beam-egard  to  have  Bee's  and  Jackson's  Vjrigades 
placed  in  this  interval  near  the  detached  brigade. 

The  papers  were  brought  to  me  a  little  before  sunrise  next  morning.  They 
differed  greatly  from  the  order  sketched  the  day  before ;  but  as  they  would 
have  put  the  troops  in  motion  if  distributed,  it  would  have  been  easy  then 
to  direct  the  course  of  each  di^dsion.  By  the  order  sketched  the  day  before, 
all  our  forces  would  have  been  concentrated  near  Centreville,  to  attack  the 
Federal  army.  By  that  prepared  by  Genei'al  Beam-egard  but  4  brigades 
were  directed  "  to  the  attack  of  CentJ•e^^lle,"  of  which  one  and  a  half  had  not 
yet  arrived  from  the  Valley,  while  6  brigades  were  to  move  fonvard  to  the 
Union  Mills  and  Centreville  road,  there  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to 
support  the  attack  on  Centreville,  or  to  move,  '2  to  Saugster's  cross-roads,  2 
to  Fairfax  Station,  and  2  to  Fairfax  Com-t  House.  The  two  and  a  half  bri- 
gades on  the  ground,  even  suj^ported  by  the  haK  brigade  of  the  reserve  also 
on  the  ground,  in  all  probability  would  have  been  defeated  by  the  whole 
Federal  army  before  the  three  bodies  of  2  bi'igades  each  could  have  come  to 
their  aid,  over  distances  of  from  3  to  5  miles.  Then,  if  the  enemy  had  provi- 
dentially been  defeated  by  one-sixth  or  one-eighth  of  their  number,  Sangster's 
cross-roads  and  Faii'fax  Station  would  have  been  out  of  their  line  of  reti'eat. 

Soon  after  suniise  on  the  21st,  it  was  I'eported  that  a  large  body  of  Federal 
troops  was  approaching  on  the  Warrenton  Turnpike.  This  offensive  move- 
ment of  the  enemy  would  have  frustrated  our  plan  of  the  dat/  before,  if  the 
orders  for  it  had  been  delivered  to  the  troops.  It  appears  from  the  reports  of 
the  commanders  of  the  six  brigades  on  the  right  that  Init  one  of  them.  General 
Longstreet,  received  it.  Learning  that  Bee's  and  Jackson's  brigades  were 
still  on  the  right,  I  again  desii'ed  General  Beauregard  to  transfer  them  to  the 
left,  which  he  did,  giving  the  same  orders  to  Hampton's  Legion,  just  anived. 
These,  with  Cocke's  brigade  then  near  the  tm-npike,  would  neeessaiily  receive 
the  threatened  attack. 

General  Beauregard  then  suggested  that  all  our  troops  on  the  right  should 
move  rapidly  to  the  left  and  assail  the  attacking  Federal  troops  in  flank. 
This  suggestion  was  accej^ted ;  and  together  we  joined  those  troojis.  Tlu-ee 
of  the  four  brigades  of  the  first  line,  at  Mitchell's,  Blackburn's,  and  ^loLeau's 
fords,  reported  strong  l)odies  of  United  States  troops  on  the  wooded  heights 
before  them.  This  fni.'^trafed  tJie  second  plan.  Two  Federal  batteries  —  one 
in  front  of  Bonham's  lirigade  at  jSIitchell's  Ford,  the  other  before  Longstreet's 
at  Blackburn's  Ford  —  were  anno^'ing  us,  although  their  filing  was  slow. 

About  8  o'clock,  after  recei^^ng  such  information  as  scouts  could  give,  I 
left  General  Beauregard  near  Longstreet's  jiosition,  and  placed  myself  on 
Lookout  Hill,  in  rear  of  jNIitchell's  Ford,  to  await  the  development  of  the 
enem.y's  designs.  About  9  o'clock  the  signal  officer,  Captain  Alexander, 
reported  that  a  column  of  Federal  troops  coidd  be  seen  crossing  the  valley  of 
Bull  Run,  two  miles  beyond  our  left. 
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Grenei'al  McDowell  had  been  instructed  by  his  geueral-iu-chief  to  pass  the 
Confederate  right  and  seize  the  railroad  in  our  rear.  But,  learning  that  the 
district  to  be  passed  through  was  rugged  and  covered  with  woods,  and  there- 
fore unfavorable  to  a  large  army,  he  determined,  after  devoting  three  days  to 
reconnoissance,  to  operate  on  the  open  and  favorable  ground  to  his  right, 
and  turn  oru-  left.  He  had  another  object  in  this  second  i^lan,  and  an  impoi"- 
tant  one — that  this  course  would  place  his  between  the  two  Confederate  armies, 
and  prevent  their  junction ;  and  if  it  had  been  made  a  day  or  two  sooner, 
this  manoeuvre  would  have  accomplished  that  object. 

Greneral  McDowell  marched  from  Centreville  by  the  Warrenton  Turnpike 
with  three  divisions,  sending  a  fourth  division  to  deceive  us  by  demonstra- 
tions in  front  of  our  main  body.  Leaving  the  turnijike  a  half  mile  from  the 
Stone  Bridge,  he  made  a  long  detour  to  Snclley  Ford,  where  he  crossed  Bull 
Run  and  turned  toward  Manassas.  Colonel  Evans,  who  commanded  fourteen 
companies  near  the  Stone  Bridge,  discovered  this  manoeuvre,  and  moved  with 
his  little  force  along  the  base  of  the  hill  north  of  the  turnpike,  to  place  it 
before  the  enemy  near  the  Sudley  and  Manassas  road.  Here  he  was  assailed 
by  greatly  superior  numbers,  which  he  resisted  obstinately. 

General  Beauregard  had  joined  me  on  Lookout  Hill,  and  we  could  distinctly 
hear  the  sounds  and  see  the  smoke  of  the  fight.  But  they  indicated  no  hostile 
force  that  Evans's  troops  and  those  of  Bee,  Hampton,  and  Jackson,  which  we 
could  see  hurrying  toward  the  conflict  in  that  order,  were  not  adequate  to  resist. 

On  reaching  the  broad,  level  top  of  the  hill  south  of  the  turnpike.  Bee, 
appreciating  the  strength  of  the  position,  formed  his  troops  (half  of  his  own 
and  half  of  Bartow's  brigade)  on  that  ground.  But  seeing  Evans  struggling 
against  great  odds,  he  crossed  the  valley  and  formed  on  the  right  and  a  little 
in  advance  of  him.  Here  the  5  or  6  regiments,  with  6  field-pieces,  held  their 
ground  for  an  hour  against  10,000  or  12,000  United  States  troops,\  when,  find- 
ing they  were  overlapped  on  each  flank  by  the  continually  arriving  enemy. 
General  Bee  fell  back  to  the  position  from  which  he  had  moved  to  rescue 
Evans  —  crossing  the  valley,  closely  pressed  by  the  Federal  army. 

Hampton  with  his  Legion  reached  the  valley  as  the  retrogTade  movement 
began.  Forming  it  promptly,  he  joined  in  the  action,  and  contributed  greatly 
to  the  orderly  character  of  the  retreat  by  his  courage  and  admirable  soldier- 
ship, seconded  by  the  excellent  conduct  of  the  gentlemen  composing  his 
command.  Imboden  and  his  liattery  did  excellent  service  on  this  trying 
occasion.  Bee  met  Jackson  at  the  head  of  his  brigade,  on  the  position  he  had 
first  taken,  and  he  began  to  re-form  and  Jackson  to  deploy  at  the  same  time. 

In  the  mean  time  I  had  been  waiting  with  General  Beauregard  on  Lookout 
Hill  for  evidence  of  General  McDowell's  design.  The  violence  of  the  firing  on 
the  left  indicated  a  battle,  but  the  large  bodies  of  troops  reported  by  chosen 
scouts  to  be  facing  our  right  kept  me  in  doubt.  But  near  11  o'clock  reports 
that  those  troops  were  felling  trees  showed  that  they  were  standing  on  the 

\  General  Fry  (page  185)  states  that  these  troops  Reckoning  by  the  estimate  of  strength  given  by 
were  Andrew  Portei^'s  and  Burnside's  brigades,  General  Fry  on  page  194  these  wonld  have  made 
and    one    regiment    of    Heintzelman's    division,      a  total  of  at)Out  6500  men. — Editors. 
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defensive ;  and  new  clouds  of  dust  on  the  left  proved  that  a  large  Vjody  of 
Federal  troops  was  arri\'ing  on  tlie  field.  It  thus  appeared  that  the  enemy's 
great  effort  was  to  be  against  our  left.  I  expressed  this  to  General  Beaure- 
gard, and  the  necessity  of  reenforcing  the  brigades  engaged,  and  desired  him 
to  send  immediate  orders  to  Early  and  Holmes,  of  the  second  line,  to  hasten 
to  the  conflict  with  their  brigades.  General  Bonham,  who  was  near  me,  was 
desired  to  send  up  two  regiments  and  a  battery.  I  then  set  oflf  at  a  rapid 
gallop  to  the  scene  of  action.  General  Beauregard  joined  me  withriut  a  word. 
Passing  on  the  way  Colonel  Pendleton  with  two  batteries,  I  directed  him  to 
follow  with  them  as  fast  as  possible. 

It  now  seemed  that  a  battle  was  to  be  fought  entirely  different  in  place 
and  circumstance  from  the  two  plans  previously  adopted  and  abandoned  as 
impracticable.  Instead  of  taking  the  initiative  and  operating  in  front  of 
our  line,  we  were  compelled  to  fight  on  the  defensive  more  than  a  mile  in 
rear  of  that  line,  and  at  right  angles  to  it,  on  a  field  selected  by  Bee, — 
with  no  other  plans  than  those  suggested  by  the  changing  events  of  battle. 

While  we  were  riding  forward  General  Beam-egard  suggested  to  me  to 
assign  him  to  the  immediate  command  of  the  troops  engaged,  so  that  my 
supervision  of  the  whole  field  might  not  be  interrupted,  to  which  I  assentecL 
So  he  commanded  those  troops  under  me ;  as  elsewhere,  lieutenant-generals 
commanded  corps,  and  major-generals  di\'isions,  under  me. 

When  we  were  near  the  ground  where  Bee  was  re-forming  and  Jackson 
deploying  his  brigade,  I  saw  a  regiment  in  line  with  ordered  arms  and  facing 
to  the  front,  but  200  or  300  yards  in  rear  of  its  proper  place.  On  iuquuy 
I  learned  that  it  had  lost  all  its  field-officers ;  so,  riding  on  its  left  flank,  I 
easily  marched  it  to  its  place.  It  was  the  -Itli  Alabama,  an  excellent  regiment; 
and  I  mention  this  because  the  circumstance  has  lieen  gi-eatly  exaggerated. 

After  the  troops  were  in  good  battle  order  I  turned  to  the  super%"isiou  of 
the  whole  field.  The  enemy's  gi-eat  numerical  superiority  was  discoiiraging. 
Yet,  from  strong  faith  in  Beauregard's  capacity  and  corn-age,  and  the  high 
soldierly  qualities  of  Bee  and  Jackson,  I  hoped  that  the  fight  woidd  be  main- 
tained until  I  could  bring  adequate  reenforcements  to  their  aid.  For  this 
Holmes  and  Early  were  urged  to  hasten  their  march,  and  EweU  was  ordered  to 
follow  them  with  his  brigade  with  all  speed.  Broken  troops  were  reorganized 
and  led  buck  into  the  fight  with  the  help  of  my  own  and  i>art  of  (xeneral 
Beauregard's  staff.  Cocke's  brigade  was  held  in  rear  of  the  right  to  observe  a 
large  body  of  Federal  troops  in  a  position  from  which  Boo's  right  flank  could 
have  been  struck  in  a  fcAV  niinutos. 

After  these  additions  had  been  made  to  our  troops  then  engaged,  we  had 
9  regiments  of  infantry,  5  batteries,  and  300  cavalry  of  the  Ai-my  of  the 
Shenandoah,  and  about  2  regiments  and  a  half  of  infantry,  6  companies  of 
cavalry,  and  6  field-pieces  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  holding  at  bay  3 
divisions  of  the  enemy.  The  Southern  soldiers  had.  however,  two  great  advan- 
tages in  the  contest :  greater  skill  in  the  use  of  fire-arms,  and  tlie  standing 
on  the  defensive,  by  whicdi  they  esca]i('d  such  disorder  as  advancing  under 
fire  produced  in  the  ranks  of  their  adversaries,  undisciplined  like  themselves. 
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A  report  received  about  2  o'clock  from  General  Beauregard's  office  that 
another  United  States  army  was  approaching  from  the  north-west,  and  but  a 
few  miles  from  us,  caused  me  to  send  orders  to  Bouham,  Longstreet,  and 
Jones  to  hold  then"  brigades  south  of  Bull  Run,  and  ready  to  move. 

When  Bonham's  two  regiments  appeared  soon  after,  Cocke's  brigade  was 
ordered  into  action  on  our  right.  Fisher's  North  Carolina  regiment  coming 
up,  Bonham's  two  regiments  were  directed  against  the  Federal  right,  and 
Fisher's  was  afterward  sent  in  the  same  direction ;  for  the  enemy's  strong- 
est efforts  seemed  to  be  directed  against  our  left,  as  if  to  separate  us  from 
Manassas  Junction. 

About  3:30  o'clock.  General  E.  K.  Smith  arrived  with  three  regiments  of 
Elzey's  brigade,  coming  from  Manassas  Junction.  He  was  instructed,  through 
a  staff-officer  sent  forward  to  meet  him,  to  form  on  the  left  of  our  line,  his  left 
thrown  forward,  and  to  attack  the  enemy  in  flank.  At  his  request  I  joined 
him,  directed  his  com-se,  and  gave  him  these  instructions.  Before  the  forma- 
tion was  completed,  he  fell  severely  wounded,  and  whUe  falling  from  his 
horse  directed  Colonel  Elzey  to  take  command.  That  officer  appreciated 
the  manoeuvre  and  executed  it  gallantly  and  well.  General  Beauregard 
promptly  seized  the  opportunity  it  afforded,  and  threw  forward  the  whole 
line.  The  enemy  was  driven  from  the  long-contested  hiU,  and  the  tide  of 
battle  at  length  turned.  But  the  first  Federal  line  diiven  into  the  vaUey  was 
there  rallied  on  a  second,  the  two  united  presenting  a  formidable  aspect.  In  the 
mean  time,  however,  Colonel  Early  had  come  upon  the  field  with  his  brigade. 
He  was  instructed  by  me  to  make  a  detoixr  to  the  left  and  assail  the  Federal 
right  in  flank.  He  reached  the  ground  in  time,  accompanied  by  Stuart's  cav- 
ahy  and  Beckham's  battery,  and  made  his  attack  with  a  skill  and  coui-age 
which  routed  the  Federal  right  in  a  moment.  General  Beam*egard,  charging 
in  front,  made  the  rout  complete.  The  Federal  right  fled  in  confusion  toward 
the  Sudley  Ford,  and  the  center  and  left  marched  off  rapidly  by  the  turnpike. 

Stuart  pursued  the  fugitives  on  the  Sudley  road,  and  Colonel  Radford,  with 
two  squadrons  which  I  had  held  in  reserve  near  me  during  the  day,  was 
directed  to  cross  Bull  Run  at  Ball's  Ford,  and  strike  the  column  on  the  turn- 
pike in  flank.  The  number  of  prisoners  taken  by  these  parties  of  cavalry 
greatly  exceeded  their  own  numbers.  But  they  were  too  weak  to  make  a 
serious  impression  on  an  army,  although  a  defeated  one. 

At  twenty  minutes  before  5,  when  the  retreat  of  the  enemy  toward  Centre- 
ville  began,  I  sent  orders  to  Brigadier-General  Bonham  by  Lieutenant-Col- 
onel Lay,  of  his  staff,  who  happened  to  be  with  me,  to  march  with  his  own 
and  Long-street's  brigade  (which  were  nearest  Bull  Run  and  the  Stone  Bridge), 
by  the  quickest  route  to  the  tui-npike,  and  form  them  across  it  to  intercept 
the  retreat  of  the  Federal  troops.  But  he  found  so  little  appearance  of  rout 
in  those  troops  as  to  make  the  execution  of  his  instructions  seem  impractica- 
ble ;  so  the  two  brigades  returned  to  their  camps.  When  the  retreat  began, 
the  body  of  United  States  troops  that  had  passed  the  day  on  the  Centre^ille 
side  of  Bull  Run  made  a  demonstration  on  the  I'ear  of  our  right ;  which  was 
repelled  by  Holmes's  brigade  just  arrived. 
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Soon  after  the  firing  ceased,  Greneral  Ewell  reported  to  me,  saj-ing  that  his 
brigade  was  about  midway  from  its  camp  near  Union  Mills.  He  had  ridden 
forward  to  see  the  part  of  the  field  on  which  he  might  be  i-equired  to  serve,  to 
prei^are  himself  to  act  intelligently. 

The  victory  was  as  comijlete  as  one  gained  in  an  open  counti-y  by  infantry 
and  artillery  can  be.  Our  cavalry  pursued  as  far  as  they  could  effectively ; 
but  when  they  encountered  the  main  column,  after  dispersing  or  captiuing 
little  parties  and  stragglers,  they  could  make  no  impression. 

General  Beauregard's  fii"st  plan  of  attack  was  delivered  to  me  by  his  aide- 
de-camp.  Colonel  Chisohn,  when  I  was  thirty-four  miles  from  Manassas.  It 
was,  that  I  should  leave  the  raih-oad  at  Piedmont  station,  thirty-six  miles 
from  the  enemy  at  Centreville,  and  attack  him  in  rear,  and  when  our  aiilllery 
anuoimced  that  we  had  begun  the  fight.  General  Beauregard  would  move  up 
from  Bull  Run  and  assail  the  enemy  on  that  side.  I  rejected  the  plan,  liecause 
sucli  a  one  would  enable  an  officer  of  oi'dinary  sense  and  ^^gor  to  defeat  our 
two  armies  one  after  the  other.  For  McDowell,  by  his  numeiical  superioiity, 
could  have  disposed  of  my  forces  in  less  than  two  hours ;  that  is  to  say,  before 
Beauregard  could  have  come  up,  when  lie  also  could  have  been  defeated  and 
the  campaign  ended. 

An  opinion  seems  to  prevail  with  some  persons  who  have  wiitten  aV>out  the 
battle,  that  important  plans  of  General  Beauregard  were  executed  Ijy  him.  It 
is  a  mistake ;  the  first  intention,  announced  to  General  Beauregard  by  me 
when  we  met,  was  to  attack  the  enemy  at  Centreville  as  early  as  possible  on 
the  21st.  This  was  anticipated  by  McDowell's  early  advance.  The  second, 
to  attack  the  Federals  in  flank  near  the  turnpike  with  our  main  force,  siag- 
gested  by  General  Beaiu'egard,  was  prevented  by  the  enemy's  occupation  of 
the  high  ground  in  front  of  our  right. 

As  fought,  the  battle  was  made  by  me;  Bee's  and  Jackson's  lirigades  were 
transferred  to  the  left  by  me.  I  decided  that  the  battle  was  to  be  there,  and 
directed  the  measures  necessary  to  maintain  it ;  a  most  important  one  being 
the  assignment  of  General  Beauregard  to  the  immediate  command  of  this 
left,  which  he  held.  In  like  manner  the  senior  officer  on  the  right  would  have 
commanded  there,  if  the  Federal  left  had  attacked. 

These  facts  in  relation  to  the  battle  are  my  defense  against  the  accusation 
indorsed  by  General  Beauregard  and  imblished  by  Mr.  Davis. 

In  an  account  of  the  battle  pul)lished  in  "  The  Century"  for  November.  1884, 
Genei'al  Beauregard  mentions  offensive  operations  which  lie  "had  designeii 
and  ordered  against  his  [adversary's]  left  flank  and  rear  at  (.'entreville."  and 
censures  my  friend  General  E.  8.  Fjwell  for  f  lieir  failure.  At  the  time  referred 
to,  three  of  the  four  Federal  divisions  were  near  Bull  Run,  above  the  turn- 
pike, and  the  fourth  facing  oiu'  right,  so  that  troops  of  ours,  going  to  Centre- 
ville then,  if  not  prevented  by  the  Federal  di\-ision  facing  them,  woulil  have 
found  no  enemy.  And  General  Ewell  was  not,  as  he  reports,  "  instructed  in 
the  plan  of  attack";  for  he  says  in  his  official  report :  *'.  .  .  I  first  received 
oi'ders  to  hold  myself  in  readiness  to  advanc(>  at  a  moment's  iiotice.  I  next 
received  a  copy  of  an  order  sent  to  General  Jones  and  furnished  me  by  him, 
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in  which  it  was  stated  I  had  been  ordered  at  once  to  proceed  to  his  support." 
Thi'ee  other  orders,  he  says,  followed,  each  contradictory  of  its  predecessor. 
General  Ewell  knew  that  a  battle  was  raging ;  bnt  knew,  too,  that  between 
him  and  it  were  other  unengaged  brigades,  and  that  his  commander  was  near 
enough  to  give  him  orders.  But  he  had  no  reason  to  suppose  that  his  com- 
mander desu-ed  him  to  move  to  Centreville,  where  there  was  then  no  enemy. 
There  could  have  been  no  greater  mistake  on  General  Ewell's  \)sxt  than  mak- 
ing the  movement  to  Centre\'ille. 

A  brief  passage  in  my  official  report  of  this  battle  displeased  President 
Davis.  In  referring  to  his  telegraphic  order  I  gave  its  meaning  very  briefly, 
but  accurately — "directing  me,  if  practicable,  to  go  to  [General  Beauregard's] 
assistance,  after  sending  my  sick  to  Culpeper  Coui't  House."  Mr.  Davis 
objected  to  the  word  after.  Being  informed  of  this  by  a  friend,  I  cheerfully 
consented  to  his  expunging  the  word,  because  that  would  not  affect  the 
meaning  of  the  sentence.  But  the  word  is  still  in  his  harsh  indorsement.  He 
also  had  this  passage  stricken  out :  "  The  delay  of  sending  the  sick,  nearly 
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seventeen  hundred  in  number,  to  Culpeper,  would  have  made  it  impossible  to 
arrive  at  Manassas  in  time.  They  were  therefore  provided  for  in  Winches- 
ter " ;  and  substituted  this :  "  Our  sick,  nearly  seventeen  hundred  in  number, 
■were  provided  for  in  Winchester."  Being  ordered  to  send  the  sick  to  Cul- 
peper as  well  as  to  move  to  Manassas,  it  was  necessaiy  to  account  for 
disobedience,  which  my  words  did,  and  which  his  substitute  for  them  did 
not. 

Mr.  Davis  ("R.  and  F.,"  I.,  359)  expresses  indignation  that,  as  he  says, 
"  among  the  articles  abandoned  by  the  enemy  .  .  .  were  handcuffs,  the 
fit  appendage  of  a  policeman,  but  not  of  a  soldier.''  I  saw  none,  nor  did  I 
see  any  one  who  had  seen  them. 

Mr.  Davis  says  (page  359) :  "  On  the  night  of  the  22d,  I  held  a  second  con- 
ference with  Grenerals  Johnston  and  Beaiu'egard."  I  was  in  no  conference 
like  that  of  which  account  is  given  on  page  360.  And  one  that  he  had  with 
me  on  that  day  proved  conclusively  that  he  had  no  thought  i:>f  sending  our 
army  against  Washington ;  for  in  it  he  offered  me  the  command  in  West 
Virginia,  promising  to  increase  the  forces  there  adequately  from  those 
around  us.     He  says  (page  361) : 

"  What  discoveries  would  have  been  made,  and  what  results  would  liave  ensued  from  the 
establishment  of  our  guns  upon  the  south  bank  of  the  river  to  open  fire  upon  the  capital,  are 
speculative  questions  upon  which  it  would  be  useless  to  enter." 

Mr.  Davis  seems  to  have  forgotten  what  was  as  well  known  then  as  now — 
that  our  army  was  more  disorganized  by  victory  than  that  of  the  United 
States  by  defeat ;  that  there  were  strong  fortifications,  well  manned,  to  cover 
the  approaches  to  Washington  and  prevent  the  estalilishment  of  our  guns  on 
the  south  bank  of  the  river.  He  kneAV,  too.  that  we  had  no  means  of  can- 
nonading the  capital,  nor  a  disposition  to  make  liarliarous  war.  He  says 
("  R.  and  F.,"  I.,  362) : 

"  When  the  smoke  of  liattle  had  lifted  (rem  the  field  .  .  .  some  .  .  .  censoriously  asked 
why  the  fruits  of  the  victory  had  not  been  gathered  by  the  capture  of  Washington  Cit>-.  Then 
some  indiscreet  friends  of  the  generals  eonmianding  in  that  battle  .  .  .  induced  the  allegii- 
tion  that  the  President  had  prevented  the  generals  from  making  an  inmieiiiate  and  vigorous 
pursuit  of  the  routed  enemy.'' 

Mr.  Davis  has  no  ground  for  this  assertion ;  the  generals  were  attacked 
first  and  most  severely.  It  was  not  tuitil  the  newspapers  had  exhausteii 
themselves  upon  us  that  some  of  them  turned  upon  him.  On  November  od 
he  wrote  to  me  that  reports  were  circulated  to  the  effect  that  he 

'■  prevented  General  Beauregard  from  pui'suing  the  enemy  after  the  battle  of  Manassas,  and 
had  subsequently  restrained  him  from  advancing  upon  Washington  City.  ...  I  call  upon 
you,  as  the  commanding  general,  and  as  a  pai'ty  to  all  the  conferences  held  by  me  on  the  21st 
and  22d  of  July,  to  say  whether  I  obstructed  the  pursiut  of  tlie  enemy  after  the  victory  at 
Manassas,  or  have  ever  ob.iected  to  an  advance  or  other  active  operation  which  it  was  feasible 
for  the  army  to  undertake.'"     ("  R.  and  F.."  I..  3()3.1 

I  replied  on  the  10th,  answering  the  first  question  in  the  negative,  and  added 
an  explanation  which  put  the  responsibility  on  myself.  I  replied  to  the  second 
question,  that  it  had  wwv  been  feasible  for  the  army  to  advance  farther 
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toward  Washington  than  it  had  done,  and  referred  to  a  conference  at  Fau'fax 
Coui't  House  [October  1st,  1861]  in  reference  to  leading  the  army  into 
Maryland,  in  which  he  informed  the  three  senior  officers  that  he  had  not 
the  means  of  gi\'ing  the  army  the  strengih  which  they  considered  necessary 
for  offensiv^e  operations. 

Mr.  Da^ds  was  disi^leased  by  my  second  reply,  because  in  his  mind  there 
was  but  one  question  in  his  letter.     I  maintain  that  there  are  two ;  namely, 

(1)  Did  he  obstruct  the  piu'suit  of  the  enemy  after  the  victory  at  Manassas  ? 

(2)  Had  he  ever  objected  to  an  advance  or  other  active  operation  which  it 
was  feasible  for  the  army  to  undertake  f 

The  second  matter  is  utterly  unconnected  with  the  battle  of  Manassas,  and 
as  the  question  of  advance  or  other  active  operation  had  been  discussed 
nowhere  by  him,  to  my  knowledge,  but  at  the  conference  at  Fairfax  Com-t 
House,  I  supposed  that  he  referred  to  it.  He  was  dissatisfied  with  my  silence 
in  regard  to  the  conferences  which  he  avers  took  place  on  July  21st  and  22d, 
the  first  knowledge  of  which  I  have  derived  from  his  book. 

THE  ^\t:thdeawal  feoji  c'enteeville  to  the  peninsula. 

Mr.  Davis  refers  ("Else  and  Fall,"  I.,  4:lr4-5)  to  the  instructions  for  the 
reorganization  of  the  army  given  by  him  to  the  three  general  ofiicers  whom 
he  met  in  conference  at  Faii'fax  Court  House  on  October  1st,  1861.  But  the 
correspondence  urging  the  carrying  out  of  the  orders  was  carried  on  with 
Generals  Beaui'egard  and  Gr.  W.  Smith  (my  subordinates)  in  that  same 
October.  He  neither  conversed  nor  corresponded  with  me  on  the  subject 
then,  the  letter  to  me  being  dated  May  10th,  1862.  The  original  order  was 
dated  October  22d,  1861,  to  be  executed  "  as  soon  as,  in  the  judgment  of  the 
commanding  general,  it  can  be  safely  done  under  present  exigencies."  As 
the  enemy  was  then  nearer  to  our  center  than  that  center  to  either  flank  of 
our  army,  and  another  advance  upon  us  by  the  Federal  army  was  not 
improbable  on  any  day,  it  seemed  to  me  unsafe  to  make  the  reorganization 
then.  From  May  10th  to  26th,  when  the  President  renewed  the  subject,  we 
were  in  the  immediate  presence  of  the  enemy,  when  reorganization  woidd 
have  been  infinitely  dangerous,  as  was  duly  represented  by  me.  But,  allud- 
ing to  this  conference  at  Fairfax  Court  House,  he  says  (p.  449)  :  "  When, 
at  that  time  and  jDlaee,  I  met  General  Johnston  for  conference,  he  called 
in  the  two  generals  next  in  I'ank  to  himself,  Beauregard  and  G.  W.  Smith." 
These  officers  were  with  Mr.  Davis  in  the  qixarters  of  General  Beauregard, 
whose  gTiest  he  was,  when  I  was  smnmoned  to  him.  I  had  not  power  to 
bring  any  officer  into  the  conference.  If  such  authority  had  belonged  to  my 
office,  the  personal  relations  lately  established  between  us  by  the  President 
would  not  have  permitted  me  to  use  it. 

He  says  (pp.  448-9) :  "  I  will  now  proceed  to  notice  the  allegation  that  I  was 
responsilile  for  inaction  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  in  the  latter  part  of  1861 
and  in  the  early  part  of  1862."  I  think  Mr.  Davis  is  here  fighting  a  shadow. 
I  have  never  seen  or  heard  of  the  "allegation"  referred  to;  I  believe  that 
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that  conference  attracted  no  public  attention,  and  brought  ciiticLsm  upon  no 
one.  I  have  seen  no  notice  of  it  in  print,  except  the  merely  historical  one  in 
a  publication  made  by  me  in  1874,^  without  criticism  or  comment. 

In  the  same  paragTaph  Mr.  Davis  expresses  surprise  at  the  weakness  of 
the  army.  He  has  forgotten  that  in  Richmond  he  was  well  iufonned  of  the 
strength  of  the  army  }>\  periodical  reports,  which  showed  him  the  prevalence 
of  epidemics  which,  in  August  and  part  of  September,  kept  almost  thirty  per 
cent,  of  our  number  sick.  He  must  have  forgotten,  too,  his  anxiety  on  this 
subject,  which  induced  him  to  send  a  very  able  physician.  Dr.  Cartwright,  to 
find  some  remedy  or  preventive. 

He  asserts  also  that  "  the  generals "  had  made  previous  suggestions  of  a 
"pm-pose  to  advance  into  Maryland."  There  had  been  no  such  purpose.  On 
the  contrary,  in  my  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  suggesting  the  conference, 
I  wrote : 

"  Thus  far  the  numbers  aud  condition  of  this  army  have  at  no  time  justified  our  assuming 
the  offensive.  .  .  .  Tlie  difficulty  of  obtaining  the  means  of  estabhshing  a  battery  near  Evans- 
port  )  ■  •  ■  has  given  me  the  impression  that  you  cannot  at  present  put  this  army  in  condition 
to  assume  the  offensive.  If  I  am  mistaken  in  this,  and  you  can  furnish  those  means,  I  think  it 
important  that  either  his  Excellency  the  President,  yoiu'self,  or  some  one  representing  you, 
should  here,  upon  the  ground,  confer  with  me  on  this  aU-important  question." 

In  a  letter  dated  September  29th,  1861,  the  Secretary  wi-ote  that  the  Presi- 
dent would  reach  my  camp  in  a  day  or  two  for  conference.  He  came  for  that 
object  September  30th,  and  the  next  evening,  hy  his  appoiutmeut,  he  was  waiteil 
on  by  Generals  Beauregard,  Gusta\'Tis  W.  Smith,  aud  myself.  In  discussing 
the  question  of  giving  om-  army  strength  enough  to  assimie  the  offensive  in 
Maryland,  it  was  proposed  to  liring  to  it  from  the  South  troops  enough  to 
raise  it  to  the  required  strength.  The  President  aske<l  what  was  that  strength. 
General  Smith  thought  50,000  men,  General  Beauregard  (;0,000.  and  I  60.000, 
all  of  us  specifying  soldiers  like  those  around  us.  The  President  rejilied  that 
such  reenforcements  could  not  be  furnished;  he  could  give  only  as  many 
recruits  as  we  could  arm.  This  decided  the  question.  Mr.  Da^-is  then  pro- 
posed an  expedition  against  Hooker's  di^■ision,  consisting,  we  believed,  of 
10,000  men.  It  was  posted  on  the  Maryland  shore  of  the  Potomac,  opposite 
Dumfries.  [See  map,  p.  199.]  But  I  objected  that  we  had  no  means  of 
ferrying  an  equal  number  of  men  across  the  I'iver  in  a  day,  even  if  undis- 
turbed by  ships  of  war,  which  controlled  the  river ;  so  that,  even  if  we  should 
succeed  in  landing,  those  vessels  of  war  would  inevitably  destroy  or  capture 
our  party  returning.  This  terminated  the  conference.  Mr.  DaWs  says,  in 
regard  to  the  reenforcements  asked  for  (*'R.  and  F.,"'  I.,  449):  "I  had  no 
power  to  make  such  an  addition  to  that  army  without  a  total  disregard  of  the 
safety  of  other  threatened  ])ositions."  We  had  no  threatened  positions :  and 
we  could  always  discover  pronqitly  the  fitting  out  of  naval  expeditions 
against  us.  And  he  adds  (p.  451),  with  reference  to  my  request  for  a  con- 
ference in  regard  to  reenforcements : 

■j!^  See  "  Johnston's  Narrative  "  (New  York  :  P.  Applefon  &  Co.>,  pji.  7S.  79. 
i  Evansport  is  on  the  Potomac  below  Alexandria,  at  the  month  of  Quantico  Creek. 
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"  Very  little  experience,  or  a  fair  amount  of  modesty  without  any  experience,  would  sen-e  to 
prevent  one  from  announcing  Ms  conclusion  that  troops  could  be  withdrawn  from  a  place  or 
places  without  knowing  how  many  were  there,  and  what  was  the  necessity  for  their  presence." 

The  refutation  of  tliis  is  in  General  G.  W.  Smith's  memorandum  of  the  dis- 
cussion:  "General  .Tolnistoii  said  that  he  did  not  feel  at  liberty  to  express  an 

opinion  of  the  praetica- 
bUity  of  reducing  the 
strength  of  our  forces 
at  points  not  within  the 
limits  of  his  command." 
On  page  452  [referring  to 
possible  minor  offensive 
operations.  —  Editors  ] 
Mr.  Davis  says  he 

"particularly  indicated  the 
lower  part  of  Maryland,  where 
a  small  force  was  said  to  be 
ravaging  the  country." 

He  suggested  nothing 
so  impossible.  Troops  of 
ours  could  not  have  been 
ferried  across  the  broad 
Potomac  then.  We  had 
no  steamer  on  that  river, 
nor  could  we  have  used 
one.  Mr.  Davis  says  ("  R. 
and  F.,"  I.,  4.52) : 

"  .  .  .  Previously,  General 
Johnston's  attention  had  been 
called  to  possibilities  in  the 
VaUey  of  the  Shenandoah,  and 
that  these  and  other  like  things 
were  not  done,  was  surely  due 
to  other  causes  than  '  the  policy 
of  the  Administi'ation.' "... 


Then  he  quotes  from  a  letter  to  me,  dated  August  1st,  1861,  as  follows : 

"...  The  movement  of  Banks  |  will  require  your  attention.  It  may  be  a  ruse,  but  if  a  real 
movement,  when  your  anny  has  the  requisite  strength  and  mobility,  you  will  probably  find  an 
opportunity,  by  a  rapid  movement  through  the  passes,  to  strike  him  in  rear  or  flank." 

It  is  matter  of  public  notoriety  that  no  incursion  into  the  "Valley"  worth 
the  notice  of  a  Confederate  company  was  made  until  March,  1862.     That  the 

4.  By  orders  dated  July  19th,  1861,  General  N.  P.  Ferry,  General  Patterson  being  by  the  same  orders 

Banks  had  been  assigned  to  the  eomnaand  of  the  "honorably  discharged  from   the   service  of  the 

Department  of  the  Shenandoah,  relieving  General  United  States,"  on  the  expiration  of  his  term  of 

Patterson  in   command  of  the  army  at  Harper's  duty. — Editors. 
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Confederate  President  should  be  ignorant  of  this  is  inconceivable.    Mr.  Da^-is 
says  (p.  462) : 

"...  I  received  from  General  Johnston  notice  that  his  position  [at  Centreville]  was  consid- 
ered unsafe.  Many  of  his  letters  to  me  have  been  lost,  and  I  have  thu.s  far  not  been  able  to  find 
the  one  giving  the  notice  refen-ed  to,  but  the  reply  wliich  is  annexed  clearly  indicates  the  sub- 
stance of  the  letter  which  was  answered :  '  General  .J.  E.  .Johnston :  .  .  .  Your  opinion  that 
your  position  may  be  turned  whenever  the  enemy  chooses  to  advance,'  etc." 

The  sentence  omitted  by  him  afte]-  my  name  in  his  letter  from  which  he 
quotes  as  above  contains  the  dates  of  three  letters  of  mine,  in  neither  of  which 
is  there  allusion  to  the  safety  (or  reverse)  of  the  position.  They  are  dated 
2"2d,  23d,  and  25th  of  February,  and  contain  complaints  on  my  part  of  the 
dreadful  condition  of  the  country,  and  of  the  vast  accmnulation  by  the  Gov- 
ernment of  superfluous  stores  at  Manassas.  There  is  another  omission  in 
the  President's  letter  quoted,  and  the  omission  is  this : 

"...  with  your  pi'esent  force,  you  cannot  secure  your  communications  from  the  enemy,  and 
may  at  any  time,  when  he  can  pass  to  your  rear,  be  compelled  to  retreat  at  the  sacrifice  of  your 
siege  train  and  army  stores.  .  .  .  Threatened  as  we  are  by  a  large  force  on  the  south-east,  you 
must  see  the  hazard  of  youi-  position,  by  its  liability  to  isolation  and  attack  in  rear." 

By  a  singular  freak  of  the  President's  memory,  it  transferred  the  substance 

of  these  passages  from  his  letter  to  my  three. 

Referring  again  to  the  conference  at  Fairfax  Court  House  [October  1st], 
Mr.  Davis  says  (p.  464)  : 

"  Soon  thereafter,  the  army  withdi-ew  to  C'entreviUe.  a  better  position  for  defense,  but  not  for 
attack,  and  thereby  suggestive  of  the  abandonment  of  au  intention  to  advance." 

The  President  forgets  that  in  that  conference  the  intention  to  advance  was 
abandoned  by  him  first.     He  says  on  the  same  page  : 

"  On  the  10th  of  March  I  telegraphed  to  General  .Johnston  :  '  Further  assurance  given  to  me 
this  day  that  you  shall  be  promptly  and  adequately  reenforeed.  so  as  to  enable  you  to  maintain 
your  position,  and  resume  fii'st  policy  when  the  roads  will  permit.'  The  first  policy  was  to 
carry  the  war  beyond  our  own  border." 

The  roads  then  permitted  th(^  marching  of  armies,  so  we  liad  just  left 
Manassas.  \ 

On  the  20th  of  Feliruary,  after  a  discussion  in  Richmond,  his  Cabinet  being 
present,  the  President  had  directed  me  to  prepare  to  fall  liack  from  ^lanassas, 
and  do  so  as  soon  as  the  condition  of  the  country  should  make  the  marching 
of  troops  practicable.  I  retiu-ned  to  Manassas  February  21st.  and  on  the 
22(1  ordered  the  proper  officers  to  remove  the  public  property,  wliich  was 
begun  on  the  23d,  the  superintendent  of  the  raihvad  devoting  himself  to  the 
work  under  the  direction  of  its  president,  the  Hon.  John  S.  Barlwiu-.  The 
Grovernment  had  collected  three  million  and  a  quarter  pounds  of  provisions 
there,  I  insisting  on  a  supply  of  but  a  million  and  a  half.  It  also  had  two 
million  pounds  in  a  meat-curing  estalilishment  near  at  hand,  and  lierds  of 

^  Between  the  7th  and  inU  o£  Mavcli,  I .S(>2.  tho  the  Rappah.iiiiiook.  On  tUc  1  l-VJth  Stonewull 
Coiifoderiite  forces  ill  north-eastern  Virginia,  under  Jackson  ovaouatcd  Winchester  and  foil  back  to 
General  Johnston,  were  withdrawn  to  the  Hue  of     Strasburg. —  Editors. 
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live  stock  besides.  On  the  9tli  of  March,  when  the  ground  had  become  firm 
enough  for  miUtary  operations,  I  ordered  the  army  to  march  tliat  night, 
thinking  then,  as  I  do  now,  that  the  space  of  fifteen  days  was  time  enough  in 
which  to  subordinate  an  army  to  the  Commissary  Department.  About  one 
million  pounds  of  this  provision  was  abandoned,  and  haK  as  much  more  was 
spoiled  for  want  of  shelter.  This  loss  is  represented  ("  E.  and  F.,"  I.,  468)  \ 
as  so  great  as  to  embarrass  us  to  the  end  of  the  war,  although  it  was  only 
a  six  days'  supply  for  the  troops  then  in  Virginia.  Ten  times  as  much  was  in 
North  Carolina  railroad  stations  at  the  end  of  the  war.    Mr.  Davis  says  (p.  467) : 

"  It  was  re^-etted  that  earlier  and  more  effective  means  were  not  employed  for  tlie  mobiliza- 
tion of  the  army,  ...  or  at  least  that  the  withdrawal  was  not  so  deliberate  as  to  secure  the 
removal  of  oiu-  ordnance,  subsistence,  and  quartermaster's  stores." 

The  quartermaster's  and  ordnance  stores  were  brought  off ;  and  as  to  sub- 
sistence, the  Grovernment,  which  collected  immediately  on  the  frontier  five 
times  the  quantity  of  provisions  wanted,  is  responsible  for  the  losses.  The 
President  suggested  the  tiiue  of  the  withdrawal  himself,  in  the  interview  in  his 
office  that  has  been  mentioned.  The  means  taken  was  the  only  one  available, — 
the  Virginia  Midland  Railroad.     Mr.  Davis  says  ("R.  and  F.,"  I.,  465) : 

''  To  further  inquiry  from  General  Johnston  as  to  where  he  should  take  position,  I  replied  that 
I  would  go  to  his  headquarters  in  the  field,  and  found  him  on  the  south  bank  of  the  river,  to 
which  he  had  retired,  in  a  position  possessing  gTeat  natural  advantages." 

There  was  no  correspondence  in  relation  to  selecting  a  defensive  position. 
I  was  not  seeking  one;  but,  instead,  convenient  camping-grounds,  from 
which  my  troops  could  certainly  unite  with  other  Confederate  forces  to  meet 
McClellan's  invasion.  I  had  found  and  was  occu^jying  such  grounds,  one 
division  being  north  of  Orange  Court  House,  another  a  mile  or  two  south  of 
it,  and  two  others  some  six  miles  east  of  that  place ;  a  division  on  the  south 
bank  of  the  Rappahannock,  and  the  cavaliy  beyond  the  river,  and  about  13,000 
troops  in  the  vicinity  of  Fredericksburg.  Mr.  Davis's  narrative  [of  a  visit 
to  Fredericksburg  at  this  time,  the  middle  of  March. —  Editors]  that  follows 
is  disposed  of  by  the  proof  that,  after  the  army  left  Manassas,  the  President 
did  not  visit  it  until  about  the  14th  of  May.i!V  But  such  a  visit,  if  made,  could 
not  have  brought  him  to  the  conclusion  that  the  weakness  of  Fredericksburg 
as  a  military  position  made  it  unnecessary  to  find  a  strong  one  for  the  army. 

Ml".  Davis  ("  R.  and  F.,"  II.,  81)  credits  me  with  expecting  an  attack 
which  he  shows  Greneral  McClellan  never  had  in  his  mind : 

"  In  a  previous  chapter,  the  retreat  of  our  army  from  Centreville  has  been  described,  and  ref- 
erence has  been  made  to  the  anticipation  of  the  commanding  general,  J.  E.  Johnston,  that  the 
enemy  would  soon  advance  to  attack  that  position." 

This  refers,  I  suppose,  to  a  previous  assertion  ("  R.  and  F.,"  I.,  462),  my 
comments  upon  which  prove  that  this  "  anticipation "  was  expressed  in  the 

\  Not  by  Mr.  Davis,  but  in  a  statement  quoted  -^  In  "The  Century"  magazine  for  May,  1885, 

at  the  above  page  from  General  J.  A.  Early,  who  General  Johnston,  to  support  his  assertion,  quoted 

said,  "  The  loss  .  .  .  was  a  very  serious  one  to  us,  statements  by  Major  J.  B.  Washington,  Dr.  A.  M. 

and  embarrassed  us  for  the  remainder  of  the  war,  Fauntleroy,  and  Colonel  E.  J.  Harvie,  which  are 

as  it  put  us  at  once  on  a  running  stock." — Editors,  now  omitted  for  want  of  space. —  Editors. 
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President's  letter  to  me,  dated  Felnaiarv  28tb,  1862.     He  savs  ("  E.  aud  F.," 
11,83): 

"  The  withdrawal  of  our  forces  across  the  Rappahannock  was  fatal  to  the  [Federal]  programme 
of  lauding  on  that  river  and  marching  to  Richmond  before  our  forces  could  be  in  position  to 
resist  an  attack  on  the  capital." 

This  withdrawal  was  expressly  to  enable  the  army  to  unite  with  other  Con- 
federate troops  to  oppose  the  expected  invasion.  I  supposed  that  General 
McClellan  would  march  down  the  Potomac  on  the  Maryland  side,  cross  it 
near  the  mouth  of  Aquia  Creek,  and  take  the  Fredericksburg  route  to  Bich- 
mond.  The  position  of  Hooker,  about  midway  between  Washington  and 
this  crossing-place,  might  well  have  suggested  that  he  had  this  intention. 

PosTCKiPT. —  In  the  first  paragraph  of  General  Beam*egard's  postcript,  it  is 
asserted  that  I  did  not  claim  to  have  commanded  in  the  first  battle  of  Manas- 
sas until  May,  1885,  and  that  my  official  report  of  that  action  contains  no 
such  claim.     It  is,  nevertheless,  distinctly  expressed  in  that  report  —  thus : 

"In  a  brief  aud  rapid  conference,  General  Beauregard  was  assigned  to  the  command  of  the 
left,  whicli,  as  the  younger  officer,  he  claimed,  while  I  returned  to  that  of  the  whole  field." 

And  in  "  Johnston's  Narrative,"  published  in  1874,  it  is  expressed  in  these 
words,  on  page  49 : 

"After  assigning  General  Beauregard  to  the  command  of  the  ti'oops  immediately  enqatied, 
which  he  properly  suggested  belonged  to  the  second  in  rank,  not  to  the  commander  of  the  army. 
I  returned  to  the  supervision  of  the  whole  field." 

So  much  for  my  not  having  claimed  to  have  commanded  at  the  '*  first 
Manassas  "  until  May,  1885. 

General  Beauregard  in  his  official  report  states  the  cu'cumstance  thus : 

"  .  .  .1  urged  General  Johnston  to  leave  the  immediate  conduct  of  the  field  to  me.  while 
he,  repairing  to  Portici,  the  Lewis  house,  should  vu-ge  reenforeements  forward." 

This  language  would  certainly  limit  his  command  as  mine  does.  He  did 
not  attempt  to  command  the  army,  while  I  did  command  it,  and  disposed 
of  all  the  troops  not  engaged  at  the  time  of  his  assignment. 

In  his  official  report  of  the  battle,  General  Beauregard  turther  states : 

"  Made  acquainted  with  my  plan  of  operations  and  dispositious  to  meet  the  enemy,  he  gave 
them  his  entire  approval,  aud  generously  directed  their  execution  under  my  command." 

The  only  "plan"  that  he  ofl:'ered  me  [to  move  via  Aldie]  was  rejected  — 
on  the  14th,  before  my  arrival.  The  battle  fought  was  on  McDowell's  plan, 
not  General  Beauregard's.  The  proof  of  this  is,  that  at  its  commencement 
little  more  than  a  regiment  of  Beauregard's  command  was  on  the  gi'ouml 
where  the  battle  was  fought,  and,  of  his  7  brigades,  1  was  a  mile  and  ti  were 
from  4  to  7  or  8  miles  from  it.  The  place  of  tlie  battle  was  fixed  by  Bee's  and 
Jackson's  brigades,  sent  forward  by  my  direction.  At  my  reqiu^st  General 
Beauregard  did  write  an  order  of  march  against  the  Fedei'al  army,  finished  a 
little  liefore  sunrise  of  the  21st.  In  it  I  am  invariably  termed  commander-in- 
chief,  and  he  (to  command  one  of  the  wings)  "  second  in  command,"  or  General 
Beauregard — conclusive  proof  that  the  troops  were  not  "under  his  command." 
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Two  letters,  from  General  Lee  and  Mr.  Walker,  Secretary  of  War,  are  cited 
as  evidence  that  General  Beauregard  commanded.  Those  gentlemen  were 
not  in  a  position  to  know  if  I  relinquished  the  command.  But  I  had  this 
letter  from  General  Lee : 

"  Richmond,  July  24tli,  1861.  My  Deae  General  :  I  almost  wept  for  joy  at  the  jjlorious  victory 
achieved  by  our  brave  troops.  The  feelings  of  my  heart  could  hardly  be  repressed  on  learning 
the  brilUant  share  you  had  in  its  achievement.  I  expected  nothing  else,  and  am  truly  grateful 
for  your  safety.     .     .     ." 

In  conclusion,  I  cannot  discover  that  my  unfavorable  opinion  of  the  Fed- 
eral general's  tactics,  quoted  by  General  Beauregard,  indicates  a  fear  to 
command  against  him. 


GENERAL   EWELL    AT   BULL   RUN.  J 


BY  MAJOR  CAMPBELL   BROWN,   AIDE-DE-CAMP  AND    ASSISTANT    ADJUTANT-GENERAL    TO    GENERAL    EWELL. 

In  General  Beauregard's  article  on  Bull  Run,  hi  This   contains   at  least  three  errors,  so  serious 

"The  Century"   for  November   [1S84],   is   this  that  they  should  not  be  allowed  to  pass  uncor- 

severe  criticism  of  one   of  his  subordinates,  the  rected  among  the   materials  from  which  history 

late  Lieutenant-General  R.  S.  Ewell :  will  one  day  be  constructed  : 

*' Meanwhile,  in  rear  of  Mitchell's  Ford,  I  had  been 
waitinsr  with  General  Johnston  for  the  soimd  of  couflict 
to  open  in  the  quarter  of  Centreville  upon  the  Federal 
left  flank  and  rear  (making  allowance,  however,  for  the 
delays  possible  to  commands  unused  to  battle),  when  I 
was  chagrined  to  hear  from  General  D.  E.  Jones  that, 
while  he  had  been  long  ready  for  the  movement  upon 
Centreville,  General  EweU  had  not  come  up  to  form  on 
his  right,  though  he  had  sent  him  between  7  and  8  o'clock 
a  copy  of  Ills  own  order,  which  recited  that  Ewell  had 
been  already  ordered  to  begin  the  movement.  I  dis- 
patched an  immediate  order  to  EweU  to  advance ;  but 
within  a  quarter  of  :ni  hour.  Just  as  I  received  a  dispatch 
fnmi  him  informing  nic  tliat  he  had  received  no  order  to 
advance  in  the  morning,  the  tiring  on  the  left  began  to 
increase  so  intensely  as  to  Indicate  a  severe  attack, 
whereupon  General  ,Tohneton  said  that  he  would  go 
personally  to  that  quarter." 


1.  That  Ewell  failed  to  do  what  a  good  soldier 
would  have  done  —  namely,  to  move  forward  im- 
mediately on  hearing  from  D.  R.  Jones. 

2.  That  Beauregard  was  made  aware  of  this  sup- 
posed backwardness  of  Ewell  by  a  message  from 
D.  R.  Jones. 

3.  That  on  receiving  this  message  he  at  once 
ordered  Ewell  to  advance. 

The  subjoined  correspondence,  I  now  [March, 
1885]  first  in  print,  took  place  four  days  after 
the  battle.  It  shows  that  Ewell  did  exactly  what 
Beauregard  says  he  ought  to  have  done  — namely, 
move  forward  promptly ;  that  his  own  staff-officer, 
sent  to  report  this  forward  movement,  carried  also 
to  headquarters  the  first  intelligence  of  the  failure 


i  This  article  appeared  substantially  as  here  printed  in 
"The  Century  "  for  March,  1885.—  Editors. 

4  [CORKESPONDENCE.] 

Union  Mills,  July  2.5th,  1861. 
General  Beauregard. 

Sir:  In  a  conversation  with  Major  James,  Louisiana 
6th  Regiment,  he  has  left  the  impression  on  my  mind 
that  you  think  some  of  your  orders  on  the  2Ist  were 
either  not  carried  out  or  not  received  by  me. 

My  first  order  on  that  day  was  to  hold  myself  in  readi- 
ness to  attack  —  this  at  sunrise.  About  10,  General  Jones 
sent  a  copy  of  an  order  received  by  him  in  which  it  was 
stated  that  I  had  been  ordered  to  cross  and  attack,  and 
on  receipt  of  this  I  moved  on  until  receiving  the  fol- 
lowing: 10  &  1.2  A.M. 

On  account  of  the  difficulties  of  the  ground  in  our  front,  it 
is  thought  advisable  to  faU  back  to  our  former  po.sition. 

(Addressed)  General  Ewell.  (Signed)  G.  T.  B. 


If  any  other  order  was  sent  to  me,  I  should  like  to  have 
a  copy  of  it,  as  well  as  the  name  of  the  courier  who 
brought  it. 

Every  movement  I  made  was  at  once  reported  to  you 
at  the  time,  and  this  across  Bull  Run,  as  well  as  the 
advance  in  the  afternoon,  I  thou.ght  were  explained  in 
my  report  sent  in  to-day. 

If  an  order  were  sent  earlier  than  the  copy  through 
General  Jones,  the  courier  should  be  held  responsible, 
.as  neither  General  Holmes  nor  m.vself  ivceived  it.  I 
send  the  original  of  the  order  to  fall  back  in  the  morn- 
ing. The  second  advance  in  the  alfcruoou  inid  recall  to 
Stone  Bridge  were  in  consequence  of  verbal  orders. 

My  chief  object  in  writing  to  yon  is  to  ask  .von  to  leave 
nothing  doubtful  in  your  report,  both  as  regards  my 
crossing  in  the  morning  and  recall  —  and  not  to  let  it  be 
inferred  by  any  possibiUty  that  I  blundered  on  that  day. 
I  moved  forward  as  soon  as  notified  by  General  Jones 
that  I  was  ordered  and  he  had  been. 
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of  orilers  to  reach  hira  ;  that  no  such  message  was 
received  from  D.  R.  Jones  as  is  here  ascribed  to 
him;  and  that  the  onU-r  sent  back  by  Beauregard 
to  Ewell  was  not  one  to  advance,  but  to  retire  from 
an  advance  already  begun. 

It  is  not  easy  to  understand  these  mistalies,  as 
General  Beauregard  has  twice  given  a  tolerably  ac- 
curate though  meager  account  of  the  matter  —  once 
in  his  official  report,  and  once  in  his  biography  pub- 
lished by  Colonel  Roman  in  18S4.  Neither  of  these 
accounts  can  be  reconciled  with  the  later  attitude. 

Upon  reading  General  Beauregard's  article,  1 
wrote  to  General  Fitzhugh  Lee,  who  was  Ewell's 
assistant  adjutant-general  at  Manassas,  asking  his 
recollection  of  what  took  place.  I  have  liberty  to 
make  the  following  extracts  from  his  reply.  After 
stating  what  troops  composed  the  brigade,  he  goes 
on  : 

"  These  troops  were  all  in  position  at  daylipbt  on  the 
21st  July,  ready  for  uni/  duty,  and  held  the  extreme 
right  of  General  Beauresard'e  line  of  battle  alonsr  Bull 
Run,  at  Union  Mills.  As  hour  after  hour  passed.  General 
Ewell  grew  impatient  at  not  receiving  any  orders  (be- 
yond those  to  be  ready  to  advance,  which  came  at  sun- 
rise), and  sent  me  lii'twei'u  n  and  10  A.  M.  to  see  General 
r>.  R.  Jonc-;,  wliip  rojniiiiindrd  the  brigade  next  on  his 
lettatMcLc:in's  lord,  to  M^ceitiiiTi  if  that  otticer  had  any 
news  or  1i:hI  rri-i'i\'i'd  :iiiy  onlrrs  from  army  headquar- 
ters. I  foiiiiil  (4rnrral  .Iniu-s  jiijikinir  preparations  to 
cross  Bull  Uun.  ;tiiil  was  lolil  ]yy  him  that,  in  the  order  he 
had  received  to  do  sn.  It  w;is  Ktati-d  that  General  Ewell 
had  been  sent  siiiiihu-  instrm-tions. 

•'Upon  irij  I'lpoil  of  these  facts.  General  Ewell  at 
once  issued  the  orders  fur  Jus  command  to  cross  the  Run 
and  move  out  on  the  road  to  Centreville." 

General  Lee  then  describes  the  recall  across  Bull 
Run  and  the  second  advance  of  the  brigade  to  make 
a  demonstration  toward  Centre%'ille,  and  adds  that 
the  skirmishers  of  Rodes's  5th  Alabama  Regi- 
ment, which  was  in  advance,  had  actually  beeoiue 
engaged,  when  we  were  again  recalled  and  ordered 
to  "move  by  the  most  direct  route  at  once,  and  as 
rapidly  as  possible,  for  the  Lewis  house"  —  the 
field  of  battle  on  the  left.     Ewell  moved  rapidly. 

If  there  was  an  order  sent  me  to  advance  before  the 
one  t  received  through  General  Jones,  it  is  more  than 
likely  It  would  have  been  given  to  the  same  express. 
Respectfully, 

R.  S.  Ewell.  B.  G. 

Manassas.  Va.,  .Tuly  26th,  1861. 

General:  Your  li'tter  of  the  S.'ith  in.st.  is  received.  I 
do  not  attach  till'  sliLrhtcst  blame  to  yiui  for  the  faibire 
of  the  movement  on  ( 'i-iitrevillr.  but  to  the  guide  who 
did  not  deliviT  thr  onlcr  to  movi'  forward,  sent  at  aliont 
8  A.  M.  to  General  Holmes  and  then  to  .vou  —  correspond- 
ing in  every  respect  to  the  one  sent  to  Generals  Jonei>, 
Bntdiam,  and  Longstrcet  —  only  their  movements  were 
subordinate  to  yours.  Unfortunately  no  copy,  in  the 
hun-y  of  the  inoineiit,  was  kept  of  said  ordei's :  and  so 
maiiy  giiides,  aboiit  a  dozen  or  more,  were  sent  oH'  in 
ditl'ci-cMil  directions,  that  it  is  next  lo  impossililc  to  ttnd 
out  who  was  the  lii-arer  of  the  oi-dcrs  referi-eil  to.  Our 
guides  and  iMmi-iei's  wi-rr  the  worst  set  I  ever  employed, 
whellier  fidiu  igiioriiniM'  or  over-anxiety  to  do  well  and 
([Uii'kly  I  I'annot  siiy ;  liut  many  regiments  lost  their 
way  repeatedly  on  thiir  w;iy  toward  the  field  of  battle, 
and  ofeourse  I  can  attach  no  more  lilame  to  their  com- 
manding ollieeis  lh;in  t  I'onhl  to  you  for  not  executing 
an  order  which  1  am  eotn-im'eil  \-on  did  not  get. 

I  am  fidly  aware  that  you  did  all  that  could  have  been 
expected  of  you  or  your  command.    I  merel,v  expressed 


sending  General  Lee  and  another  officer  ahead  to 
report  and  secure  orders.  On  his  arrival  near  the 
field  they  brought  instructions  to  halt,  when  he 
immediately  rode  forward  with  them  to  General 
Beauregard,  "  and  General  Ewell  begged  General 
Beauregard  to  be  allowed  to  go  in  pursuit  of  the 
enemy,  but  his  request  was  refu.sed." 

As  to  the  real  causes  of  the  mLscarriage  of  Gen- 
eral Beauregard's  plan  of  attack  there  need  be 
little  doubt.  They  are  plainly  stated  by  bis  imme- 
diate superior  in  command.  General  Joseph  E. 
Johnston,  in  his  official  report,  as  being  the  "  early 
movements  of  the  enemy  on  that  morning  and  the 
non-arrival  of  the  expected  troops  "  from  Harpers 
Ferry.  He  adds:  "' General  Beauregard  afterward 
proposed  a  modification  of  the  abandone<i  plan, 
to  attack  with  our  right,  while  the  left  stood 
on  the  defensive.  This,  too,  became  impractica- 
ble, and  a  battle  ensued,  different  in  place  and 
circumstances  from  any  previous  plan  on  our  side." 

There  are  some  puzzling  circumstances  con- 
nected with  the  supposed  miscarriage  of  the  order 
for  our  advance.  The  delay  in  sending  it  is  unex- 
plained. General  Beauregard  says  it  was  sent  "at 
about  8  A.  M.,"  but  D.  R.  .Jones  had  received  bis 
corresponding  order  at  10  minutes  past  7,  and  firing 
had  begun  at  half-past  5. 

The  messenger  was  strangely  chosen.  It  was 
the  most  important  order  of  the  day.  for  the  move- 
ments of  the  army  were  to  hinge  on  those  of  our 
brigade.  There  was  no  scarcity  of  competent 
staff-officers;  yet  it  was  intrusted  to  ''a  guide," 
presumably  an  enlisted  man.  perhaps  even  a  citi- 
zen, whose  very  name  was  unknown. 

His  instrtictions  were  peculiar.  Time  was  all- 
important.  He  was  ordered  not  to  go  direct  to 
Ewell,  but  first  to  make  a  detour  to  Holmes,  who 
lay  in  reserve  nearly  two  miles  in  our  rear. 

His  disappearance  is  mysterious.  He  was  never 
heard  of  after  receiving  the  order ;  yet  his  route 
lay  wholly  within  our  lines,  over  well-beaten  roads 
and  far  otit  of  reach  of  the  enemy. 

ray  regret  that  m.v  original  i>lan  could  not  be  carried  into 
effect,  as  it  woiUd  have  been  a  most  complete  victory 
with  oid.v  halt  the  trouble  and  lighting. 

The  true  cause  of  countermanding  your  forward  move- 
ment after  you  had  crossed  was  that  it  was  Ihrn  too  late, 
as  the  enemy  was  about  to  annihilate  our  left  flank,  and 
had  to  he  met  and  cheeked  thrrc,  for  otherwise  he  would 
have  taken  tis  in  flank  and  rear  and  all  wonld  have  lieen 
lost.  Yom^s  truly. 

G.  T.  Beacrei-.arh. 

General  R.  S.  Ewell,  Uiuon  Mills.  Va. 

P.  S.    Please  read  the  above  to  M.'X.ior  Janie.s. 

N.  B.  The  order  sent  you  at  atmut  s  a.  m.,  to  eom- 
lueuce  the  movement  on  C'eutroville.  was  adiln>ss<^  to 
General  Holmes  and  yourself,  as  lie  was  to  supixirt  you. 
but  being  nearer  Camp  Pickens,  the  headipiarters.  than 
Union  Mills,  when'  you  wert>,  it  was  to  Ih-  oommunieatod 
to  liim  ttrst,  and  thin  to  yon:  but  he  has  infonnwl  me 
that  it  never  reaehed  him.  Withrt-gsinl  to  theonlorsent 
you  in  the  afternoon  to  recross  the  Bull  Run  ito  inarch 
toward  the  Stone  Brid,goi,  it  was  sent  you  by  Genend  J. 
E.  Johnston,  as  I  am  Infonned  by  him,  for  the  pun>ose 
of  supporting  our  left,  if  necessary.  G.  T.  B. 

no  not  publish  until  we  know  what  the  enemy  is  gi>ing 
to  do— or  reports  are  out— which  I  think  will  make  it 
all  right.  B- 
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Lastly,  General  Beauregard,  in  his  official  report, 
gives  as  his  reason  for  countermanding  the  move- 
ment begun  by  Ewell  at  10  o'clock,  that  in  his 
judgment  it  would  require  quite  three  hours  for  the 
troops  to  get  into  position  for  attack.  Had  the 
messenger  dispatched  at  8  been  prompt,   Ewell 


might  have  had  his  orders  by  9.  But  at  9  we  find 
Beauregard  in  rear  of  Mitchell's  Ford,  waiting 
for  an  attack  which,  by  his  own  figures,  he  should 
not  have  expected  before  12. 

It   is   not   for  me  to  reconcile  these   contradic- 
tions. 


THE    CONFEDERATE    COMMISSARIAT    AT    MANASSAS. 

BT    COLONEL    L.    B.    NORTHROP,   COMMISSARY-GENERAL,    C.    S.    A. 


Generals  Beaiu'egard,  Imboden,  and  Johnston 
in  the  foregoing  articles  [see  pages  221,  239,  and 
256]  criticise  the  management  of  my  department 
in  the  matter  of  supplies  for  the  Confederate 
army  at  Manassas  either  before  or  after  the  first 
battle.  In  the  statements  of  these  generals,  there 
is  some  conflict,  but  they  all  concur'  in  making  me 
appear  a  preposterous  imbecile,  whom  Mr.  Davis 
was  guilty  of  retaining.  General  Imboden  in 
effect  charges  Mr.  Benjamin  with  suppressing,  in 
order  to  shield  my  incapacity,  an  official  report  of 
a  board  of  officers  convened  by  Johnston. 

July  29th,  1S61,  General  Beauregard  wrote  to 
his  aides,  Colonels  Chesnut  and  Miles, — the  latter 
read  the  letter  in  the  Confederate  Congress, — 
about  his  vision  of  capturing  Washington,  and 
thus  laid  the  foundation  of  the  cabal  against  Mr. 
Davis  which  made  the  Confederate  Government  a 
"divided  house."  It  produced  a  resolution  of 
inquiry,  followed  soon  by  a  standing  committee, 
and  afterward,  in  January,  1865,  by  a  unanimous 
resolution,  in  secret  session  of  both  houses,  to 
appoint  a  joint  select  committee  to  investigate 
the  condition  and  management  of  all  the  Bureaux 
of  the  War  Department.  The  session  of  this  com- 
mittee on  commissary  affairs  was  held  January 
23d,  1S65.  During  the  war  the  investigations 
of  the  standing  committee  into  my  policy  and 
methods  were  frequent;  several  were  long  taking 
testimony,  for  one  member,  H.  S.  Foote, — who 
when  I  was  myself  in  prison  published  me  as  cruel 
to  Federal  prisoners, — was  ever  zealous  to  attack. 
Every  investigation  ended  in  approval.  I  have  a 
letter  from  Mr.  John  B.  Baldwin,  chairman  of  the 
joint  select  committee,  stating  that  he  had  declared 
in  Congress,  as  the  result  of  their  examination, 
"that  the  commissary  department  of  subsistence, 
under  the  control  of  Colonel  Northrop,  the  Commis- 
sary-General, had  been  managed  with  a  foresight 
and  sagacity,  and  a  far-reaching,  comprehensive 
grasp  of  its  business,  such  as  we  had  found  in  no 
other  bureau  connected  with  the  army  supply, 
with  perhaps  a  single  exception." 

The  facts  are  that  the  engineer.  General  Beau- 
regard, neglected  his  communications,  so  that 
"troops  for  the  battle"  and  "supplies"  were 
"retarded";  but  the  supplies  were  at  the  depot. 
"  Eighteen  heavy  cannon,  called  for  two  weeks 
before,"  occupied  unloaded  cars  at  Fredericksburg, 
where  there  was  a  large  supply  of  flour  that  had 
been  accumulating  since  early  June.  Numerous 
ears  were  retained  as  stationary  storehouses  "  for 
provisions,"  "useless  baggage,"  and  "trunks"; 


one  hundi-ed  and  thirty-three  cars  were  abstracted 
by  the  "military"  power  from  the  use  of  the  rail- 
roads for  two  weeks  and  more  before  the  battle 
until  returned  by  the  Quartermaster-General  and 
Mr.  Ashe,  the  Government  agent.  There  was  plenty 
of  lumber  available  to  construct  a  storehouse.  Gen- 
eral Beaiu'egard  was  not  "  ui'gent  on  the  Commis- 
sary-General for  adequate  supplies  before  the  bat- 
tle," for  there  was  no  ground  of  complaint.  It  was 
after  the  liattle,  when  the  vision  of  capturing  Wash- 
ington had  seduced  him,  that  he  tried  to  construct 
a  ground  of  complaint  anterior  to  the  battle. 

General  Beauregard  made  but  one  demand  on  me 
(July  8th,  by  a  telegram  which  I  have)  for  a  com- 
missary of  the  old  service.  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Richard  B.  Lee  was  added ;  no  one  was  removed. 
On  the  6th  day  of  July  I  ordered  Fowle  to  bu}-  all 
the  corn-meal,  and  soon  after  all  the  bacon,  he 
could.  July  7th,  Beauregard  ordered  him  to  keep 
in  advance  a  two  weeks'  supply  for  25,000  men, 
and  Major  Noland  was  ready  to  s\x]>]i\Y anynumher 
of  beeves.  The  findings  of  the  Board  (on  which 
Colonel  Lee  sat)  are  incoherent  as  stated  by 
Imboden.  The  interdictions  alleged  by  him  are 
refuted  by  Colonel  Ruffin  (my  chief  assistant),  and 
by  all  the  letters  sent  officially  to  me  in  August, 
1861.  I  have  Fowle's  detailed  report  of  the  ra- 
tions at  Manassas ;  there  was  plenty  of  provision 
for  a  march  on  Washington.  If  I  had  removed  his 
commissaries  as  he  alleges,  or  had  "  interdicted  " 
them  as  General  Imboden  states.  General  Beau- 
regard need  not  have  been  hampered,  in  a  country 
which  all  the  generals  have  declared  abounded  in 
the  essentials  of  food. 

General  Johnston's  comments  on  the  commis- 
sariat are  unfounded.  He  "requested"  an  in- 
crease of  provisions  which  his  commissary  alone 
could  determine,  and  allowed  the  accumulation  to 
go  on  for  twelve  daj'S  after  he  knew  that  he  had 
more  than  he  wanted.  When  I  was  informed,  I 
did  what  he  should  have  done  —  telegraphed  the 
shippers  to  stop.  Two  weeks  before  his  move  he 
promised  my  officer,  Major  Noland,  the  transpor- 
tation deemed  sufficient,  and  of  which  he  had  as- 
sumed direct  control.  Empty  trains  passed  the 
meat  which  had  been  laid  in  piles,  ready  for  ship- 
ment. Empty  trains  la.y  idle  at  Manassas  for 
days,  in  spite  of  Noland's  efforts  to  get  them. 
General  Johnston  says  the  stores  of  the  other  de- 
partments were  brought  off.  Eight  hundred  new 
array  saddles,  several  thousand  pairs  of  new  shoes, 
and  a  large  number  of  new  blankets  were  burned — 
Quartermaster's  stores  then  difficult  of  attainment. 
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^OUTH  CAROLINA  had  just  seceded  and  the  whole  coun- 
try was  in  the  wildest  excitement  when  the  Cieneral 
Assembly  of  Missouri  met  at  Jefferson  City  on  the  last 
day  of  the  year  1860.  Responding  to  the  recommenda- 
tions of  Governor  Jackson  and  to  the  manifest  will  of 
the  people  of  the  State,  it  forthwith  initiated  measmvs 
for  ranging  Missoi;ri  with  the  South  in  the  impending 
conflict.  A  State  Convention  was  called;  Viills  to  organize, 
arm,  and  ccjuip  the  militia  were  introduced  ;  and  the  Fed- 
eral Government  was  solemnly  warned  that  if  it  sent  an 
army  into  South  Carolina,  or  into  any  other  slaveliold- 
iug  State,  in  order  to  coei'ce  it  to  remain  in  the  Union, 
or  to  force  its  people  to  obey  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  "  the  people  of  Missomi  would  instantly  rally  on 
the  side  of  such  State  to  resist  the  invaders  at  all  hazards 
and  to  the  last  extremity." 

The   most   conspicuous  leader  of  this  movement  was 
Claiborne  F.  Jackson,  who   had  just  been  inaugiu'ated 
'  *^^  Governoi-.     He  had  for  many  years  been  one  of  the  f ore- 

A  vE»y  RAW  REc»u,T.  most  Icadcrs  of  the  Democrats  of  Missoiari,  and  had  been 

elected  Governor  in  August.  In  the  late  canvass  he  had 
supported  Douglas  for  President,  not  because  he  either  liketi  him  or  approved 
his  policy  on  the  slavery  question,  but  because  Douglas  was  the  choice  of 
the  Missouri  Democrats,  and  to  have  opposed  him  would  have  defeated  his 
own  election ;  for  in  August,  1860,  the  people  of  Missoim  were  sincerely 
desirous  that  the  questions  at  issue  between  the  North  and  the  South 
should  be  compromised  and  settled  upon  some  fair  basis,  and  wei'e  opposed 
to  the  election  to  the  Presidency  of  any  man — whether  Lincoln  or  Breck- 
inridge—  whose  success  might  intensify  sectional  antipathies  and  imperil  the 
integrity  of  tlie  Union. 

But  while  loyally  supporting  the  candidacy  of  Douglas,  Jackson  abated 
none  of  his  devotion  to  the  political  principles  which  had  been  the  constant 
guide  of  his  life.  He  was  a  triie  son  of  the  South,  warmly  attached  to  the 
land  that  had  given  him  Vtirth,  and  to  her  people,  who  were  his  own  kindre<l. 
He  was  now  nearly  fifty-five  years  of  age,  tall,  erect,  and  good-looking ;  kind- 
hearted,  brave,  and  courteous ;  a  thoughtful,  earnest,  upright  man ;  a  political 
leader,  but  not  a  soldier. 

The  Governor  iirged  the  peo})le  of  Missoiui  to  elect  to  the  Convention  men 
who  wovdd  place  Missouri  unequivocally  on  the  side  of  tlie  South.     He  was 

•^  Colonel  Siiead  was  at  different  times  nide-de-oamp  to  Ctovernor  .Taeksou,  acting  Ailjutant-General 
of  the  Missouri  State  Guard,  Chiof-of-Staff  of  the  Army  of  the  West,  and  member  of  the  Confedenite 
Congress.     He  was  made  by  General  Friee  the  custodian  of  his  private  and  official  papers. — Editors. 
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disappointed.  Francis  P.  Blair,  Jr.,  banded  togetlier 
the  Tinconditioual  Union  men  of  the  State ;  while  the 
St.  Louis  "  Repul)lican,"  Sterling  Price,  Hamilton  R. 
Gamble,  James  S.  Rollins,  William  A.  Hall,  and  John  B.  Clark  consolidated 
the  conservatives,  and  together  these  elected  on  the  18tli  of  February  a  Con- 
vention not  one  member  of  which  would  say  that  he  was  in  favor  of  the 
secession  of  Missouri.  To  the  courage,  moderation,  and  tact  of  Francis  P. 
Blair  this  result  was  greatly  due. 

Blair  was  just  forty  years  of  age.  His  father,  the  trusted  friend  of  Andrew 
Jackson,  had  taken  him  to  Washington  City  when  he  was  about  seven  years 
old,  and  there  he  had  been  bred  in  politics.  In  181:3  he  had  come  to  St.  Louis, 
where  his  brother  Montgomery  was  already  practicing  law.  For  that  profes- 
sion, to  which  he  too  had  been  educated,  Frank  had  no  taste,  and,  having  in 
it  no  success,  quickly  turned  his  attention  to  politics.  In  1852  he  was  elected 
to  the  Legislature  as  a  Benton  Democrat.  Shortly  afterward  he  and  B.  Gratz 
Brown  estabhshed  the  St.  Louis  "  Democrat."  When  the  Kansas  conflict 
broke  out  in  1854,  he  identified  himself  with  the  Free-soil  party,  and  in  1856 
supported  Fremont  for  the  Presidency,  though  Senator  Benton,  Fremont's 
father-in-law,  refused  to  do  this.  He  was  elected  to  Congress  that  year,  for 
the  first  time.  In  the  presidential  canvass  of  1860  he  had  been  the  leader  of 
the  Republicans  of  Missouri,  and  it  was  through  him  chiefly  that  Lincoln 
received  17,000  votes  in  the  State.     Immediately  after  the  secession  of  South 
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Carolina,  he  had  Ijeguii  to  organize  his  adherents  as  Home  Guards  and  had 
armed  some  of  them,  and  was  rMlling  the  rest  for  the  field,  when  the  election 
of  delegates  to  the  State  Convention  took  plaee.  To  r-omplete  the  anning  of 
these  men  was  his  first  aim.  In  the  city  of  St.  Louis  the  United  States  had 
an  arsenal  within  whir-h  wei'e  more  than  enough  arms  for  this  piupose — 
60,000  stand  of  arms  and  a  great  abundance  of  other  munitions  of  war.  So 
long  as  Buchanan  was  President,  Blair  could  not  get  tliem,  l»ut  the  ith  of 
March  was  near  at  hand  and  he  could  well  wait  till  then,  for  the  Southeni- 
rights  men  had  Ijeen  so  demoralized  Ijy  the  defeat  which  they  had  sustained 
in  the  election  of  delegates  to  the  Convention,  that  thej'  were  in  no  condition 
to  attack  the  arsenal,  as  they  had  intended 
to  do  if  the  election  had  gone  in  then." 
favor.  It  was,  indeed,  more  than  a  month 
after  the  inauguration  of  Lincoln  Ijefore 
the  Southern-rights  men  ventured  to  make 
any  move  iu  that  direction.  The  Grovernor 
then  came  to  St.  Louis  to  concert  with 
GtMieral  D.  M.  Frost  (who  commanded  a 
small  Vn'igade  of  volunteer  militia)  meas- 
ures for  seizing  the  arsenal  in  the  name  of 
the  vState.  While  the  matter  was  still  under 
consideration  the  bomljardment  of  Foi't 
Sumter  took  place,  and  the  President  called 
for  75,000  troops  to  supjiort  the  Govern- 
ment. To  his  call  upon  Missouri  for  her 
quota  of  such  troops,  the  Governor  replied 
that  the  requisition  was,  in  his  opinion, 
"  illegal,  iinconstitutional,  and  revolution- 
ary in  its  object,  inhuman  aud  diabolical," 
and  that  Missom'i  would  not  furnish  one 
man  "to  carry  on  such  an  unholy  ei'usade." 
A  few  days  later  he  convened  the  General  Assembly,  to  adopt  measures 
for  the  defense  of  the  State. 

In  the  consultation  with  Frost  it  had  been  decided  that  the  Governor,  in 
pursuance  of  an  existing  law  of  the  State,  shoidd  order  all  its  militia  into 
encampment  lor  the  piirpose  of  drill  and  discipline;  and  that,  under  cover  of 
this  order.  Frost  should  camp  his  brigade  upon  the  hills  adjacent  to  and  com- 
manding the  arsenal,  so  that  when  tlie  opjiortunity  occurre<l  he  might  seize 
it  and  all  its  stores.  A  great  difficulty  in  the  way  of  the  execution  of 
this  plan  was  the  want  of  siege-guns  and  nrnvtars.  To  remove  this  difficulty 
the  Governor  sent  Ca])tains  Colton  Greene  an<l  Basil  W.  Duke  to  Mont- 
gomery, Alabama,  and  .ludge  Cooke  to  Virginia  to  obtain  these  things  By 
Mr.  Davis's  order  the  arms  were  turned  over  to  Duke  and  Greene  at  Baton 
Eouge,  and  were  by  tlunn  taken  to  St.  Louis.  Befoiv  they  arrivt>d  there, 
however,  the  scheme  to  seize  tln^  arsenal  iuid  been  conqtletely  frustrated  by 
its  commandant.  Captain  Nathaniel  Lyon,   who   distril)Uted  a  part  of   the 
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coveted  arms  to  Blaii-'s  Home  Gruards  and  removed  tlie  rest  to  Illinois,  and 
then  occupied  with  his  own  troops  the  hills  around  the  arsenal.  Frost  con- 
sequently established  Camp  Jackson  in  a  grove  in  the  western  part  of 
the  city,  remote  from  the  arsenal,  and  was  drilling  and  disciplining  his 
men  there  in  conformity  to  the  laws  of  the  State  and  under  the  flag  of  the 
Union,  when  Jefferson  Davis's  gift  to 
Missouri  was  taken  into  the  camp. 

Blair  and  Lyon,  to  whom  every  de- 
tail of  the  Governor's  scheme  had  been 
made  known,  had  been  waiting  for  this 
opportunity.  They  had  made  up  their 
minds  to  capture  the  camp  and  to  hold 
the  officers  and  men  as  prisoners  of  war. 
Frost  went  into  camp  on  the  6th  of 
May.  The  anus  from  the  Confederacy 
were  taken  thither  on  the  8th.  On  Sat- 
urday, the  11th,  the  camp  was  to  break 
up.  Lyon  had  no  time  to  lose.  On 
Thursday  he  attired  himself  m  a  dress 
and  shawl  and  other  apparel  of  Blair's 
mother-in-law,  Mrs.  Alexander,  and 
having  completed  his  disguise  by  hid- 
ing his  red  beard  and  weathei'-beaten 

features  under  a  thickly  veiled  sun-bonnet,  took  on  his  arm  a  basket,  filled, 
not  with  eggs,  but  with  loaded  revolvei's,  got  into  a  barouche  belonging  to 
Blair's  brother-in-law,  Franklin  A.  Dick,  and  was  driven  out  to  Camp 
Jackson  and  through  it.  Eeturning  to  the  city,  he  called  the  Union  Safety 
Committee  together,  and  informed  them  that  he  intended  to  capture  the 
camp  the  next  day.  Some  of  the  committee  objected,  but  Blair  and  James 
O.  Broadhead  sustained  him,  and  he  ordered  his  men  to  be  in  readiness  to 
move  in  the  morning.  Just  as  they  were  about  to  march,  Colonel  John 
S.  Bowen  came  to  Lyon  with  a  protest  from  Frost.  Lyon  refused  to 
receive  it,  and,  marching  out  to  the  camp  with  about  7000  men,  siirrounded 
it  and  demanded  its  surrender.  Frost,  who  had  only  635  men,  was  oljliged 
to  comply. 

WhUe  the  sm-render  was  taking  place  a  great  crowd  of  people,  among 
whom  were  U.  S.  Grant  and  W.  T.  Sherman,  hurried  to  the  scene.  Most  of 
the  crowd  sympathized  with  the  prisoners,  and  some  gave  expression  to  their 
indignation.  One  of  Lyon's  German  regiments  thereupon  opened  fire  upon 
them,  and  twenty-eight  men,  women,  and  children  were  killed.  The  prisoners 
were  then  marched  to  the  arsenal,  and  paroled  the  next  day. 

The  capture  of  Camp  Jackson  and  the  bloody  scenes  that  followed — the 
shooting  down  then  and  the  next  day  of  unoffending  men,  women,  and 
children  —  aroused  the  State.  J  The  General  Assembly,  which  had  reconvened 
in  extra  session,  enacted  instantly  a  law  for  organizing,  arming,  and  equip- 

J  Lyon  oiHcially  states  tliat  on  both  days  the  firing  was  in  response  to  attacks  by  mobs. —  Editors. 
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ping  the  Missoiui  8tate  Guard,  created  u  militaiy  fund,  and  conferred  rlic- 
tatorial  power  upon  the  Governor. 

Hardly  less  important  than  these  things  —  for  it  was  what  gave  effect  to 
them  all — was  the  fact  that  the  captui'e  of  the  camp  caused  ex-Govemor 
Sterling  Price,  President  of  the  State  Convention,  and  up  to  that  time  a 
Union  man,  to  tender  his  ser\dces  to  the  Governor.  The  General  Assembly 
forthwith  authorized  the  Governor  to  appoint  a  major-general  to  command 
all  the  forces  which  the  State  might  put  into  the  field,  and  Pi-ice  was 
appointed  to  that  position.  ;J. 

In  the  Convention  Price  had  been  opposed  under  all  circumstances  to  the 
secession  of  Missouii,  but  just  as  earnestly  opposed  to  the  invasion  and  con- 
quest of  the  South  by  the  Federal  Government.  To  that  position  he  still 
adhered  even  when  Mr.  Lincoln,  after  the  bombardment  of  Fort  Sumter,  had 
called  for  troops  with  which  to  repossess  the  Federal  forts  and  enforce  the 
laws  of  the  Union  within  the  seceded  States.  But  considering  Lyon's  attack 
ui^on  the  State  militia  and  his  killing  peaceable  citizens  an  "unparalleled 
insult  and  wrong  to  the  State,"  he  believed  it  was  the  duty  of  Missoui'i  to 
resent  such  wrongs. 

The  State  now  sprang  to  arms.  Vokinteers  began  to  crowd  the  streets  of 
Jefferson  City,  and  everything  indicated  the  opening  of  hostilities.  Blair  and 
Lyon  would  have  met  these  demonstrations  with  force,  would  have  driven 
Jackson  and  Price  from  the  capital,  would  have  dispersed  the  militia  wherever 
it  dared  to  show  itself,  would  have  occupied  the  State  with  Federal  ganisons, 
and  would  have  held  her  in  unresisting  obedience  to  the  L'nion ;  but,  unfor- 
tunately for  the  execution  of  their  plans,  General  "WiUiam  S.  Harney,  who 
commanded  the  Military  Department  of  the  West,  of  which  Missouri  was 
part,  had  returned  to  St.  Louis  the  day  after  the  captm-e  of  Camp  Jackson, 
and  had  resumed  command  there.  Instead  of  using  force  Harney  used  con- 
ciliation.    Instead  of  making  war  he  made  a  ti'uce  with  Price. 

Blair  now  caused  Harney  to  be  relieved  of  the  command  of  the  Federal 
troops  in  Missouri,  and  on  the  31st  of  May  he  was  superseded  by  Lyon.  As 
soon  as  this  was  made  known  to  the  Governor  and  General  Price,  they 
ordered  the  militia  to  be  gotten  in  readiness  for  the  field,  for  they  knew  that 

3^  Born  in  Prince  Edward  County,  Virginia,  in  iug  presence, — he  was  also  a  parliamentarian  by 

1S09,  Price  was  now  fifty-one  years  of  age.  He  had  instinct,    understood    intuitively   the    rules    that 

been  carefully  educated  iu  the  schools  of  his  native  govern    deliberative    boilies.    and    knew   how  to 

State  and  at  Hampden-Sidi\ey  College,  and  had  enforce  them   with   promptuess   and  vigor.      He 

afterward  attended  the  Law  School  of  one  of  the  occupied  this  position   till  1S14.   and  was   then 

most  eminent  jurists  of  Virginia,  the  venerable  elected  to  Congress.  He  took  his  seat  in  December. 

Chancellor  Creed  Taylor.     He  removed  with  his  tS-i.");  but  when  the  war  with  Mexico  broke  out, 

father's  family  to  Chariton  County,   Missouri,  in  a  few  mouths  later,  he  left  Congress,  returned  to 

1831,  and  had  resided  there  ever  since.    Elected  Missouri,    raised  a  regiment   and   led  it  to  New 

to  the  Legislature  iu  1840,  he  was  at  once  chosen  Mexico,  where  he  was  placed  in  command.     For 

Speaker  of  the  House,  an  honor  rarely  conferred  his  good  conduct  and  gallantry  in  sevenil  battles 

upon  so  young  a  man,  and  particularly  upon  one  that  he  fought  and  won  there,  and  in  recognition  of 

who  had  never  before  been  a  member  of  a  delibera-  the  military  and  cixic  ability  which  he  displayed 

tive  assemlily.    But  he  was  preeminently  fitted  for  in  completing  the  conquest  of  that   part   of  the 

the  position.     Well  born  and  well  bred,  courteous  Mexican   territory,   he  was   appointetl   brigadier- 

and  dignified,  well  educated,  and  richly  endowed  general   by   President    Polk.      In    1  S.'i'J    he   was 

with  that  liighrsl  ol"  all  mental  faoiltics,  common  elected   Governor  of  Missouri,  and   he   held  that 

sense;  tall,  straight,  handsome,  and  of  a  command-  office  till  the  Iteginniug  of  ISuT. — T.  L.  S. 
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Blair  and  Lyou  would  quickly  attack  them.  Some  well-meauiug  gentlemeu, 
who  vainly  imagined  that  Missoui'i  could  maintain  her  neutrality  in  the  midst 
of  war,  now  sought  to  establish  a  truce  between  Price  and  Lyon.  Through 
them  a  conference  was  agreed  upon,  and  the  Grovernor  and  General  Price  came 
to  St.  Louis  under  Lyon's  safe  conduct.  They  met  him  and  Blair  at  the  Planters' 
House.  Lyon  was  accompanied  by  his  aide-de-camp.  Major  Horace  A.  Conant, 
and  I  was  present  as  the  Grovernor's  aide.  The  interview,  which  lasted  several 
hours,  was  at  last  terminated  by  Lyon's  saying  that  he  would  see  every  man, 
woman,  and  child  in  Missouri  under  the  sod  before  he  would  consent  that  the 
State  should  dictate  to  "his  Government"  as  to  the  movement  of  its  troops 
within  her  limits,  or  as  to  any  other  matter  however  unimportant.  "This," 
said  he,  "means  war.  One  of  my  officers  wiU  conduct  you  out  of  my  lines  in 
an  hour."     So  saying,  he  left  without  another  word,  without  even  a  salutation. 

He  had  hardly  left  us  when  he  was  issuing  orders  for  the  movement  of  his 
troops.  Sweeny  and  Sigel  were  sent  with  aV)Out  3000  men  to  the  south-west 
to  intercept  the  retreat  of  Jackson  and  Price  if  they  should  undertake  to 
effect  a  junction  with  General  Ben.  McCulloch,  who  was  believed  to  be  con- 
centrating a  Confederate  army  in  north-western  Arkansas  for  the  invasion  of 
Missouri.     Lyon  would  himself  move  up  the  Missouri  after  Jackson. 

The  conference  was  held  on  the  lltli  of  June.  On  the  13th  Lyon  was 
on  his  way  to  Jefferson  City  with  about  2000  men.  Arriving  there  the  next 
day,  he  found  that  the  Governor  had  fled  to  Boonville.  Leaving  a  garrison 
at  Jefferson  City,  he  pushed  on  to  Boonville,  where  some  1300  militia  had  ren- 
dezvoused. Attacking  these  on  the  17th,  he  dispersed  them  and  drove  the 
Governor  southward  with  some  two  or  three  hiindred  men  who  still  adhered 
to  him  and  to  the  cause  which  he  represented.  General  Price  had  meanwhile 
gone  to  Lexington,  where  several  thousand  militia  had  assembled. 

From  a  military  standpoint  the  affau-  at  Boonville  was  a  veiy  insignificant 
thing,  but  it  did  in  fact  deal  a  stunning  blow  to  the  Southern-rights  men  of 
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Missom'i,  and  one  which  weakened  the  Confederacy  dui-mg  all  of  its  brief 
existence.  It  was  indeed  the  consummation  of  Blair's  statesmanlike  scheme  to 
make  it  impossible  for  Missouri  to  secede,  or  out  of  her  gi-eat  resomx-es  to 
contribute  liberally  of  men  and  material  to  the  South,  as  she  would  have  done 
could  her  people  have  had  their  own  way.  It  was  also  the  most  brilliant 
achievement  of  Lyon's  weU-conceived  campaign.  The  captm-e  of  Camp 
Jackson  had  disanned  the  State,  and  completed  the  conquest  of  St. 
Louis  and  all  the  adjacent  counties.  The  advance  upon  Jeffei-son  City  had 
put  the  State  governiuent  to  flight  and  taken  away  from  the  Governor  the 
prestige  which  sustains  established  and  acknowledged  authority.  The  dis- 
persion of  the  volunteers  that  were  flocking  to  Boon%Tlle  to  fight  under  Price 
for  Missouri  and  the  South  extended  Lyon's  conquest  at  once  to  the  borders 
of  Iowa,  closed  all  the  avenues  Ijy  which  the  Southern  men  of  North  Missouri 
could  get  to  Price  and  Jackson,  made  the  Missoiu-i  River  a  Fedei-al  highway 
from  its  source  to  its  mouth,  and  put  an  end  to  Price's  hope  of  holding  the 
rich  and  friendly  counties  in  the  vicinity  of  Lexington  till  the  Confederacy 
could  send  an  army  to  his  support,  and  amis  and  supplies  f(5r  the  men  whom 
he  was  concentrating  there. 

Price  had,  indeed,  no  alternative  now  but  to  retreat  in  all  haste  to  the 
south-western  part  of  the  State,  so  as  to  organize  his  army  within  supporting 
distance  of  the  force  which  McCulloch  was  assembling  in  western  Ai-kansas 
for  the  protection  of  that  State  and  the  Indian  Territory.  He  accordingly 
ordered  Brigadier-General  James  S.  Rains  to  take  command  of  the  militia  at 
and  near  Lexington,  and  to  move  southward  so  as  to  effect  a  jiuiction  with 
the  Governor  in  the  vicinity  of  Lamar,  toward  which  place  the  latter  was 
retreating  with  Generals  M.  M.  Parsons  and  John  B.  Clark  and  what  was 
left  of  their  commands.  General  Price  himself,  accompanied  by  his  staflf  and 
a  small  escort,  hastened  rapidly  to^vard  Arkansas  in  order  to  1  iring  McCulloch 
to  the  rescue  of  both  the  Governor  and  Rains.  On  the  way  he  was  joined, 
almost  daily,  by  squads  or  companies,  and  by  the  time  he  I'eached  Cowskiu 
Prairie,  in  the  exti*eme  south-western  corner  of  the  State,  he  had  collected 
about  1200  men. 

On  the  3d  of  July  Rains  reached  Lamar,  near  whiidi  place  the  Govei'uor 
and  his  followers  were  already  encamped.  The  combined  force  amounted  to 
about  6000  men,  of  whom  4000  were  anned,  and  they  had  seven  piet'es  of 
artillery.  Halting  until  the  oth  in  order  to  rest  and  organize,  they  pushed  on 
that  morning  toward  Carthage,  having  heard  that  a  Federal  force  liad  occu- 
pied that  place,  which  lay  in  their  line  of  retreat.  They  had  marched  Imt  a 
few  miles  when,  as  they  were  passing  through  the  open  prairie,  they  descried, 
some  three  miles  away,  on  the  decliA-ity  of  a  hill  over  which  they  liad  them- 
selves to  pass,  a  long  line  of  soldiers  with  glistening  bayonets  and  bright 
guns.  These  were  part  of  the  force  which  Lyon,  on  marching  against  Jeffer- 
son City,  had  sent  i;nder  General  Sweeny  and  Colonel  Sigel  to  the  south-west 
to  intercept  the  Governor's  retreat  toward  Arkansas.  Sigel,  in  executing 
this  plan,  liad  first  attempted  to  intercept  Price.  Failing  in  that,  lie  ha<i 
now,  with  more  boldness  than  discretion,  thrown  himself,  with  about  1100 
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men  and  eight  pieces  of  artillery,  in  front  of  the  Governor,  hoping  either  to 
defeat  him  or  to  hold  him  in  cheek  till  Lyon  could  arrive  and  destroy 
him.  Halting  his  column  in  the  prairie,  and  deploying  his  armed  men 
(about  4000),  the  Governor  awaited  Sigel's  attack.  The  fight  (known  as  the 
battle  of  Carthage)  did  not  last  long,  for  Sigel  was  outnumbered  four  to  one, 
and  the  Missoiu'ians  quickly  put  him  to  flight.  He  retreated,  however,  in 
perfect  order,  carrying  off  almost  everything  that  he  had  brought  with  him. 
But  he  did  not  stop  running  till  he  had  made  forty  miles.  That  night  the 
State  troops  rested  in  Carthage.  The  next  day  they  resumed  their  southward 
march,  and  soon  met  Price  and  McCuIloch.  Price  now  assumed  command 
of  the  Missourians  and  led  them  to  Cowskin  Prairie,  in  the  south-western 
corner  of  the  State,  while  McCulloch  went  into  camp  near  Maysville  in 
Arkansas. 

Lyon  left  Boonville  in  piu'suit  of  the  Governor,  on  the  3d  of  July,  with 
about  2350  men,  and  directed  his  course  toward  Clinton  in  Henry  county, 
where  he  had  ordered  Major  Sturgis,  who  was  following  Rains  with  about 
2500  regulars  and  Kansas  troops,  to  unite  with  him.  The  two  columns  came 
together  near  Clinton  on  the  7th  of  July  and  pushed  on  after  the  Missourians. 
Lyon  did  not  learn  till  the  9th  that  they  had  defeated  Sigel  and  effected  a 
junction  with  McCulloch.  He  then  made  in  all  haste  for  Springfield,  fearing 
that  the  Confederates  would  attack  that  place.  Arriving  there  on  the  13th 
of  July,  he  made  it  his  headquarters. 

Lyon,  on  the  one  hand,  and  Price  on  the  other  now  began  to  get  their 
armies  in  readiness  for  active  operations.  For  Lyon  this  was  a  simple  under- 
taking ;  for  Price  it  was  one  of  great  complexity  and  great  difficulty.  Of  the 
7000  or  8000  men  that  he  had,  only  a  few  had  been  organized  into  regiments. 
Several  thousand  of  them  had  no  arms  of  any  kind.  The  rest  were  for  the 
most  part  armed  with  the  shot-guns  and  rifles  which  they  had  brought 
from  their  homes.  Of  powder  and  lead  they  had  an  abundance,  but  no  flxed 
ammunition  for  either  theu'  seven  pieces  of  artillery  or  for  their  smaU-arms. 
Tents  they  had  none,  nor  camp  equipage  of  any  kind.  There  were  no  cpar- 
termasters'  supplies,  nor  subsistence;  and  neither  the  quartermaster-general 
nor  the  chief  commissary  had  a  doUar  of  funds.  The  men  were  not  fighting 
for  pay,  they  wanted  none,  nor  did  they  get  any;  but  they  and  their  thou- 
sands of  horses  and  mules  had  to  be  fed.  For  their  animals  there  was  nothing 
but  the  grass  of  the  pi-airies,  and  for  themselves  nothing  but  a  scant  supply 
of  lean  beef  and  coarse  corn-meal.  There  were  enough  good  officei's  to 
organize  and  command  the  men ;  but  it  would  have  puzzled  almost  any  one 
to  drill  a  company  of  raw  recruits,  armed,  some  with  shot-guns,  some  with 
rifles,  a  few  with  old-fashioned  flint-lock  muskets,  and  here  and  there  a  man 
with  a  percussion  musket.  No  l)etter  proof  could  be  given  of  the  dearth  of 
material  for  the  Staff,  than  the  fact  that  I  was  myself  assigned  to  duty  by  Gen- 
eral Price  as  chief  of  ordnance  of  the  army,  though  I  told  him  at  the  time  that 
I  did  not  know  the  difference  between  a  howitzer  and  a  siege-gun,  and  had 
never  seen  a  musket-carti'idge  in  all  my  life ;  and  a  few  days  later  I  was 
assigned  to  the  stfll  more  important  position  of  acting  Adjutant-General  of 
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the  State  rxuard,  though  I  had  never  then  heard  of  a  "  moraiug  report,"  aud 
did  not  know  the  right  of  a  company  from  its  left.  Had  Hardee  or  any  other 
West  Pointer  been  in  command,  he  would  have  kept  us  in  camp  six 
months,  drilling  and  disciplining  us,  getting  together  wagons  and  teams, 
tents  and  cartridge-boxes,  uniforms  and  haversacks,  riuarteraiasters  and  red 
tape,  and  all  the  other  equipments  and  iiiqjedi)ii(')itu  of  an  army  in  the  field, 
and  then  we  would  have  gone  into  winter  quarters ;  Lyon  would  have  had  his 
own  way  in  Missouri,  and  the  Federal  armies  that  were  sent  thither  to  whip 
us  would  have  been  sent  to  fight  in  Virginia  or  in  Tennessee  instead,  and 
the  Confederacy  might  have  been  vanquished  sooner  than  it  was.  But  Price 
had  us  all  ready  for  the  field  in  less  than  three  weeks.  We  had  no  tents,  it 
is  true,  but  tents  would  only  have  been  in  om-  way ;  we  had  no  uniforms,  but 
a  Ijit  of  flannel  or  calico  fastened  to  the  shoulder  of  an  ofiicer  designated  his 
rank  sufficiently  for  all  practical  purposes ;  the  ripening  corn-fields  were  our 
depots  of  sulisistence ;  the  prairies  furnished  forage,  and  the  people  in  defense 
of  whose  homes  w^e  were  eager  to  fight  gladly  gave  us  of  all  their  stores. 

McCulloch,  one  of  the  bravest  of  men  and  best  of  scouts,  looking  at  us 
through  the  eyes  of  the  young  army  officers  whom  Mr.  Davis  had  sent  to 
teach  him  how  to  organize,  equip,  and  fight  an  army  scientifically,  saw  in  the 
Missourians  nothing  but  a  half-anued  mob,  led  by  an  ignorant  old  militia 
general,  but  he  consented  to  go  with  Price  in  search  of  Lyon,  who  was  at 
Springfield  and  not  hard  to  find.  General  X.  B.  Pearce,  commanding  a 
brigade  of  Arkansas  State  troops,  agreed  to  go  along  with  them. 

Hardee,  who  was  at  Pitman's  Ferry,  Arkansas,  within  a  few  himdred 
yards  of  the  Missouri  line,  and  almost  as  near  to  Springfield  as  were  Price 
aud  McCulloch,  aud  who  had  with  him  several  thousand  good  soldiers,  was 
begged  by  lioth  Price  and  McCulloch  to  cooperate  in  the  movement  against 
Lyon,  but  he  replied  that  he  "  did  not  wish  to  march  to  their  assistance  with 
less  than.  5000  men,  well  appointed,  and  a  full  complement  of  artillery  " ! 

By  order  of  General  Polk,  made  at  the  earnest  personal  solicitation  of 
Governor  Jackson,  who  had  gone  to  Memphis  for  that  purpose.  General 
Pillow  moved  into  Missovui  from  Tennessee,  with  twelve  thousand  men,  and 
occujtied  New  Madiid  on  the  '28tli  of  July,  with  the  intent  to  unite  in  the 
efi;ort  to  repossess  the  State. 

On  the  same  day.  Price,  McCulloch,  and  Pearce,  relying  upon  the  cooper- 
ation of  both  Hardee  and  Pillow,  concentrated  their  forces  at  Cassxille, 
within  about  fifty  miles  of  Springfield.  There  Price  was  reenforced  by 
General  McBride's  command,  consisting  of  two  regiments  of  foot  and  three 
companies  of  mounted  men,  about  700  in  all.  They  had  come  from 
the  hill  country  Ijdng  to  the  soiith  and  south-east  of  Springfield,  aud 
were  a  uni(iue  body  of  soldiers.  Very  few  of  the  officers  had  any  knowledge 
whatever  of  military  principles  or  practices,  and  only  the  most  superficial 
expcn-iencc  in  company  tactics.  The  staff  was  composed  chiefly  of  country 
lawy(>rs  who  took  the  ways  of  the  court-room  with  them  into  the  field. 
Colonels  could  not  drill  tlieir  regiments,  nor  cnptains  tlieir  companies;  a 
drum  and  a  fife — the  only  ones  in  the  entire  command — sounded  all  the  calls, 
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and  companies  were  paraded  by  the  sergeant's  calling  out,  "  Oh,  yes !  Oh,  yes ! 
all  you  who  belong  to  Captain  Brown's  company  fall  in  here."  Officers  and 
men  messed  together,  and  all  approached  McBride  without  a  salute,  lounged 
around  his  quarters,  listened  to  all  that  was  said,  and  when  they  spoke 
to  him  called  him  "  Jedge."  Theu-  only  arms  were  the  rifles  with  which  they 
hunted  the  squiiTels  and  other  small  game  that  abounded  in  their  woods,  but 
these  they  knew  how  to  use.  A  powder-horn,  a  cap-pouch,  "  a  string  of 
patchin',"  and  a  hunter's  knife  completed  their  equipment.  I  doubt  whether 
among  them  all  there  was  a  man  that  had  ever  seen  a  piece  of  artUlery.  But, 
for  all  this,  they  were  brave  and  intelligent.  Like  all  frontiersmen,  they  were 
shrewd,  quick-witted,  wary,  cunning,  and  ready  for  all  emergencies,  and  like 
all  l^ackwoodsmeu,  their  courage  was  serene,  steady,  unconscious.  Wliile  there 
was  no  attempt  at  military  discipline,  and  no  pretense  of  it,  the  most  perfect 
order  was  maintained  ])y  McBride's  mere  force  of  character,  by  his  great  good 
sense,  and  by  the  kindness  with  which  he  exercised  his  patriarchal  authority. 

Leaving  Cassville  on  the  31st  of  July,  the  combined  Southern  ai-mies,  nearly 
11,000  strong,  advanced  toward  Springfield.  On  the  way  they  encountered 
Lyon,  who  had  come  out  to  meet  them.  McCulloch,  who  could  not  compre- 
hend the  Missourians  or  the  able  soldier  who  commanded  them,  refused  to 
attack  unless  Price  and  Pearce  would  confer  upon  him  the  chief  command. 
Price  had  been  a  brigadier-general  in  Mexico,  when  McCulloch  was  but  a  cap- 
tain of  scouts,  and  had  won  more  battles  there  than  McCulloch  had  ever  wit- 
nessed; he  was  now  a  major-general  with  more  than  .5000  men,  and  McCulloch 
had  barely  3000 ;  and  in  intellect,  in  experience,  and  in  generalship  he  was 
worth  a  dozen  McCullochs;  nevertheless,  he  cheerfully  placed  himself  and 
his  army  under  the  Texan's  command.  The  order  to  advance  was  then  given. 
Lyon  had  been  encamped  six  miles  in  front  with  between  5000  and  6000  men. 
McCulloch  moved  at  midnight,  hoping  to  fall  upon  him  unexpectedly,  and  to 
defeat  him.  To  his  amazement  he  learned,  on  apj^roaching  the  spot,  that 
Lyon  had  left  twenty  hom-s  before,  and  must  now  be  almost  in  sight  of 
Springfield.  The  Confederates  kept  on,  and  on  the  6tli  of  August  went  into 
camp  on  Wilson's  Creek,  within  ten  miles  of  Springfield.  They  were  still 
lying  there  on  the  morning  of  the  10th  of  August,  when  they  were  surprised 
and  suddenly  attacked  on  the  north  by  Lyon,  and  on  the  south  by  Sigel.| 

One  of  the  stubbornest  and  bloodiest  battles  of  the  war  now  took  place. 
Lyon's  main  attack  was  met  by  Price  with  about  3200  Missourians,  and 
Chui-chill's  regiment  and  Woodruff's  battery,  both  from  Ai-kansas.  His  left 
was  met  and  di-iven  back  by  Mcintosh  with  a  part  of  McCulloch's  brigade 
(the  Thu'd  Louisiana  and  Mcintosh's  regiment).  McCulloch  then  took  some 
companies  of  the  Third  Louisiana  and  parts  of  other  commands,  and  with  them 
attacked  and  routed  Sigel  (who  had  been  sent  to  attack  the  rear),  capturing 
five  of  his  guns.  This  done,  Pearce's  Arkansas  brigade,  which  up  to  this 
time  had  not  fired  a  gun,  was  sent  to  reenforce  Price.     Lyon,  seeing  that 

4.  For  maps  and  more  specific  descriptions  of  see  the  papers  by  Generals  Pearce  and  Wherry, 
the  three  chief  engagements  of  this  "first  year,"  Colonel  Mulligan,  and  General  Sigel,  to  follow. — 
—  Wilson's  Creek,  Lexington,  and   Pea  Eidge, —     Editors. 
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the  supreme  moment  had  come,  and  that  the  day  would  lie  surely  lost  if  he 
did  not  overwhelm  Price  liefore  the  Arkansans  could  reenforce  him,  now 
brouglit  forward  every  available  man,  and  was  putting  them  into  tln>  light, 
when  his  liorse  was  killed,  and  himself  wounded  in  the  head.  Dazed  by  the 
blow,  dazed  and  stunned,  his  heart  gave  way  for  a  moment  under  the  suddeu 
shock,  but  quickly  coming  to  his  senses  he  mounted  another  hoi-se,  and, 
swinging  his  hat  in  tlie  air,  call(>d  on  his  men  to  foUi^w.  Closing  aroxind 
him  they  dashed  witli  him  into  the  thick  of  the  tiglit.  But  a  moment  later 
a,  bullet  pici-ced  his  heart,  and  he  fell  from  his  horse  into  the  arms  of  his 
orderly,  and  in  an  instant  was  dt»ad.  It  was  vain  tliat  the  Federals  tried  to 
prolong  the  battle.  Sturgis,  on  whom  the  command  devolved,  ordered  a 
retreat,  and  before  the  Confederates  knew  that  the  battle  was  ended  he 
was  a  mile  away,  liaving  withdrawn  his  men  unseen  tlirough  tlu^  dense 
undergrowth  of  the  woods  in  which  the  battle  maiulv  was  fought.     In  the 
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haste  of  tlieii-  retreat,  the  Federals  left  Lyon's  dead  body  on  the  field.  I 
delivered  it  myself  an  hour  or  two  later  to  a  flag-of-truce  party  that  had  been 
sent  to  ask  for  it.  I  saw  it  again  the  next  day  in  Springfield,  where  it  had 
been  again  abandoned  by  his  men.  [See  foot-note,  page  297.] 

Rarely  have  I  met  so  extraordinary  a  man  as  Lyon,  or  one  that  has 
interested  me  so  deeply.  Coming  to  St.  Louis  from  Kansas  on  the  6th  of 
February,  this  mere  captain  of  infantry,  this  little,  rough-visaged,  red-bearded, 
weather-beaten  Connecticut  captain,  by  his  intelligence,  his  ability,  his  energy, 
and  his  zeal,  had  at  once  acquired  the  confidence  of  ah  the  Union  men  of 
Missouri,  and  had  made  himself  respected,  if  not  feared,  by  his  enemies.  In 
less  than  five  months  he  had  risen  to  the  command  of  the  Union  armies  in 
Missouri,  had  dispersed  the  State  government,  had  driven  the  Grovernor  and 
his  adherents  into  the  extremest  corner  of  the  State,  had  almost  conquered 
the  State,  and  would  have  completely  conquered  it  had  he  been  supported 
by  his  Government ;  and  now  he  had  given  his  life  willingly  for  the  Union 
which  he  revered,  and  to  the  cause  of  Human  Freedom  to  which  he  was 
fanatically  devoted. 

The  Federal  force  in  the  battle  amounted  to  about  5-iOO  oificers  and  men. 
The  Confederates  bad  over  10,000  armed  men  on  the  ground,  but  3000  of 
them  took  little  or  no  part  in  the  fight.  The  Confederates  lost  279  killed 
and  951  wounded.  The  Federal  loss  was  258  kiUed,  873  wounded,  and  186 
captured  or  missing. 

McCuUoch  refused  to  piu'sue,  and  Price  resumed  command  of  the  Missouri 
troops.  The  next  day  he  took  possession  of  Springfield,  and  sent  Rains  with 
a  mounted  force  to  clear  the  western  counties  of  the  State  of  the  marauding 
bands  that  had  come  into  them  from  Kansas.  On  the  25th  of  August  he 
moved  northward  with  his  army.  On  the  2d  of  September  he  met  a  part  of 
Lane's  Kansas  Brigade  under  Colonel  Montgomery  on  the  banks  of  the  Big 
Dry  Wood.  Montgomery  had  about  500  men  and  gave  battle,  but  was  forced 
to  retreat  before  Price's  superior  force.    The  loss  on  either  side  was  trifling. 

Price  now  hastened  toward  Lexington,  joined  at  every  step  by  recruits. 
Reaching  the  city  on  the  12th  of  September  with  his  mounted  men,  he  drove 
Colonel  Mulligan  within  his  intrenchments,  and  as  soon  as  his  main  body 
came  up,  completed  the  investment  of  the  place.  On  the  20th  he  caused  a 
number  of  hemp-bales  saturated  with  water  to  be  rolled  to  the  front  and 
converted  them  into  movable  breastworks,  behind  which  his  men  advanced 
unharmed  against  the  enemy.  Colonel  Mulligan  was  forced  to  surrender  the 
next  day.  Price's  loss  was  25  killed  and  72  wounded.  Fremont  reported  to 
the  War  Department  that  the  Union  loss  was  39  kiUed  and  120  wounded. 
The  Missom-ians  captured  about  3500  prisoners,  five  pieces  of  artillery,  two 
mortars,  3000  stand  of  small-arms,  a  large  number  of  sabers,  about  750 
horses,  many  sets  of  cavalry  equipments,  ammunition,  many  wagons  and 
teams,  more  than  $100,000  worth  of  commissary  stores,  and  a  large  amount 
of  other  property.  Price  also  recovered  $900,000  that  had  been  taken  by  the 
enemy  from  the  Bank  at  Lexington,  and  restored  it  to  the  Bank.  His  force 
amounted  to  about  18,000  men.  Mulligan's  to  about  3600. 

VOL.  I.    18 
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lu  order  to  obtain  the  cooperation  of  the  Confederate  armies,  the  Governor 
and  General  Price  sent  me  to  Kichmond,  after  the  captui-e  of  Lexington,  as  a 
special  commissioner  to  explain  to  President  Davis  the  condition  of  affairs  in 
Missouri,  and  to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  alliance  with  the  Confederate  States, 
inasmuch  as  Missouii  had  not  seceded  nor  been  admitted  into  the  Confederacy. 
By  their  direction  I  went  by  way  of 
McCulloch's  headquarters,  in  order 
to  make  one  more  effort  to  seciu-e 
his  cooperation,  and  failing  in  that, 
to  get  from  him  certain  supplies 
which  General  Price  greatly  needed, 
particularly  caps  for  the  muskets 
which  we  had  captured  at  Lexing- 
ton. To  all  my  entreaties  McCulloch 
replied  that  Price  had  gone  to  the 
Missouri  against  his  advice;  that  the 
movement  was  unwise  and  would  re- 
sult in  disaster,  and  that  he  would 
not  endanger  his  own  army  by  going 
to  his  assistance ;  and  that  as  for 
musket-caps,  he  had  none  to  spare. 

General  John  C.  Fremont,  who  had 
assumed  command  of  the  Union  ai- 
mies  in  the  West  on  the  25th  of  July, 
now  began  to  concentrate  his  forces  against  Price.  Sending  aViout  40,000 
men,  with  100  pieces  of  artillery,  to  attack  him  in  front,  and  others  to  cut 
off  his  retreat,  he  took  the  field  himself.  His  plan  was  magnificent — to 
capture  or  disperse  Price's  army;  march  to  Little  Rock  and  occupy  the 
place;  turn  the  Confederates  under  Polk,  PiUow,  Thompson,  antl  Hardee,  and 
compel  them  to  fall  back  southward ;  push  on  to  Memphis  with  his  army 
and  Foote's  flotilla ;  capture  that  city;  and  then  make  straight  for  New  Orleans. 

Price  left  Lexington  on  the  '29th  of  September,  after  advising  his  unarmed 
men  to  retiu-n  to  then-  homes,  and  to  wait  for  a  more  convenient  time  to  rise. 
Marching  as  rapidly  as  his  long  train  would  permit,  he  reached  the  Osage  on 
the  Sth  of  October  with  about  7000  men.  To  cross  his  troops  and  trains  over 
that  difficult  river  on  a  single  flat-boat  was  a  tedious  operation,  but  Fremont 
gave  him  all  the  time  that  he  needed,  and  he  got  them  safely  over. 

After  crossing  the  Osage,  Price  marched  (piickly  to  Neosho,  where  the 
General  Assembly  had  been  summoned  liy  Governor  Jackson  to  meet. 
Fremont  continued  to  follow  till  the  2d  of  November,  when  he  was  super- 
seded by  Major-General  David  Hunter,  who  immetiiately  sto]ipod  the  pursuit 
and  turned  the  army  back  to  St.  Louis.  On  the  19th  of  November  Major- 
General  Halleck  assumed  command  of  the  Federal  Department. 

When  I  rotui'ned  from  Riclnnond,  Price  had  gone  into  winter  quartei"s  on 
the  Sac  River  near  Osceola.  Many  of  liis  men  had  1ieen  furloughed  so  that 
they  might  go  to  their  homes,  where  they  could  subsist  themselves  during 
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the  winter  and  provide  for  their  families.  McCulloch's  brigade  was  on  the 
Arkansas  River,  and  Pearee's  had  Ijeen  disbanded.  Under  the  treaty  wliich 
had  been  negotiated  at  Richmond,  the  enlistment  of  Missourians  in  the 
Confederate  army  was  at  once  begun  and  was  continued  at  Springfield, 
whither  Price  moved  his  army  just  before  Christmas.  Before  the  end  of 
January,  1862,  two  regiments  of  infantry  (Burbridge's  and  Rives's),  one  regi- 
ment of  cavalry  (Gates's),  and  two  batteries  (Wade's  and  Clark's)  had  been 
mustered  into  the  Confederate  service,  and  on  the  28th  I  started  to  Richmond 
to  deliver  the  muster-rolls  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  to  inform  the  President 
as  to  the  strength  and  condition  of  the  army  in  Missouri,  and  to  communi- 
cate to  him  Price's  views  as  to  the  future  conduct  of  the  war  in  that  State. 

On  the  way  I  met  Major-Cieneral  Earl  Van  Dorn  at  Jacksonport  in  Ai'kansas. 
He  had  just  assumed  command  (January  29th)  of  the  District  of  the  Trans- 
Mississippi,  constituting  a  part  of  General  Albert  Sidney  Johnston's  extensive 
department.  He  was  a  dashing  soldier,  and  a  very  handsome  man,  and  his 
manners  were  gi"aceful  and  fascinating.  He  was  slight  of  statui-e  and  his 
featm"es  were  almost  too  delicately  refined  for  a  soldier,  but  this  defect,  if  it 
was  a  defect,  was  converted  into  a  charm  by  the  martial  aspect  of  his  mustache 
and  imi^erial,  and  by  an  exuberant  growth  of  brownish  hair.  Quitting  the 
United  States  army  when  Mississippi  seceded,  he  first  entered  her  service, 
and  was  afterward  appointed  to  that  of  the  Confederacy  and  placed  in  com- 
mand of  Texas.  Transferred  thence  to  Virginia  in  September,  1861,  he  was 
commissioned  major-general  and  ordered  to  report  to  General  J.  E.  Johnston, 
commanding  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  Johnston  ordered  him  to  Beau- 
regard, and  Beauregard  assigned  him  to  the  command  of  a  division,  October 
4th,  1861.  He  was  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  Trans-Mississippi  District, 
January  10th,  1862.  We  Missourians  were  delighted ;  for  he  was  known  to  be 
a  fighting  man,  and  we  felt  sure  he  would  helj)  us  to  regain  our  State.  I 
explained  to  him  the  condition  of  affau-s  in  Missouri,  and  General  Price's  views. 

Van  Dorn  had  already  decided  upon  a  plan  of  campaign,  and  in  execution 
of  it  ordered  General  Albert  Pike,  a  few  days  afterward,  to  Lawrence  county, 
Missouri,  with  a  mixed  command  of  whites  and  Indians  estimated  at  7000 
men ;  oi'dered  Mcintosh  to  report  to  Price  at  Springfield  with  McCulloch's 
infantry;  ordered  McCulloch  to  Pocahontas  with  his  mounted  men;  and 
called  upon  Louisiana,  Arkansas,  and  Texas  to  send  I'eenforcements.  Hope- 
ful and  enthusiastic  by  natm-e,  he  believed  that  Price  would  have  15,000 
effective  men  at  Springfield  by  the  last  of  March,  and  himself  18,000  at  Poca- 
hontas, and  that  they  could  then  march  against  St.  Louis.  The  two  col- 
umns were  to  effect  a  junction  north  of  Ironton,  and,  moving  thence  rapidly 
without  tents  or  baggage,  take  the  city  by  assault.  Possession  of  the  city 
would  give  him  possession  of  the  State,  and  the  enemy  would  supply  the 
arms  for  the  thousands  of  volunteers  that  woidd  fiock  to  his  standard. 

From  this  day-dream  he  was  rudely  awakened  a  few  days  later  by  news 
that  Price  had  been  di'iven  from  Springfield  on  the  12th  of  February,  and  was 
hotly  pru'sued  by  a  Federal  army  which  Halleek  had  sent  against  him  under 
General  S.  R.  Curtis.   With  this  army  was  Cajatain  P.  H.  Sheridan,  doing  duty 
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as  quartevmaster.  Price  soiight  refuge  in  the  mountains  of  Ai-kansas,  and 
February  21st  was  within  thirty  miles  of  Van  Buren,  near  which  place  was 
McCuUoeh. 

On  learning  all  this  Van  Dorn  hastened  to  Van  Buren  and  thence  to 
Price's  headquarters,  which  he  reached  on  the  1st  of  March.  After  a  hurried 
consultation  with  Price  and  McCulloch,  he  decided  to  instantly  attack  Curtis, 
who  had  taken  a  strong  position  among  the  mountains  near  Benton-^-ille.  He 
moved  on  the  4th  of  March  Avith  aliout  1(),000  men,  of  whom  G800  were 
Missourians  under  Price,  and  the  rest  Confcdei-ates  Tinder  McCulloch  and 
Pike.  AVhen  almost  within  reach  of  Curtis  (who  reported  his  oavii  strength  at 
10,500  infantry  and  cavalry  and  forty-nine  pieces  of  artillery)  Van  Dora 
unwisely  di\dded  his  army,  and  leaving  McCulloch  with  his  own  command 
and  Pike's  to  attack  Curtis  in  front,  himself  made  with  Price  and  the  ^lis- 
sourians  a  long  circuit  to  the  re;ir  of  Curtis,  and  out  of  communication  with 
McCulloch.  Both  columns  attacked  alioiit  the  same  time  on  the  7th.  Price 
was  completely  successful  and  carried  everything  Itcfore  him,  taking  during 
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the  afternoon  seven  pieces  of  cannon  and  about  200  piisoners,  and  at  night 
bivouacked  near  Elkhorn  Tavern.  But  morning  revealed  the  enemy  in  a  new 
and  strong  position,  then-  forces  united  and  offering  battle.  The  Confederates 
soon  learned  that  McCulloch  and  Mcintosh  had  been  kUled  the  day  before 
and  their  force  routed  and  dispersed.  The  battle  was  renewed  nevertheless, 
and  the  Missourians  fought  desperately  and  were  still  holding  their  ground 
when  about  10  o'clock  Van  Dorn  ordered  a  retreat,  and  the  army  leaving 
IMissouri  to  her  fate  began  to  fall  back  toward  Van  Buren. 

In  this  battle,  sometimes  called  the  battle  of  Pea  Eidge,  and  at  other 
times  the  battle  of  Elkhorn,  the  Federal  general  reported  his  losses  at  203 
killed,  980  wounded,  and  201  missing.  Van  Dorn's  were  probably  gTeater, 
and  he  lost  heavily  in  good  officers.  McCulloch  and  Mcintosh  were  killed ; 
General  Price  was  again  wounded  and  narrowly  escaped  death;  General 
W.  Y.  Slack,  whom  his  men  idolized  and  whom  the  whole  anny  held  in  honor, 
was  fatally  wounded ;  and  Colonel  B.  A.  Rives,  one  of  the  knightliest  of  sol- 
diers and  bravest  of  gentlemen,  and  Churchill  Clark,  a  heroic  boy,  were  killed. 

Halleck,  who  had  determined  to  make  the  Tennessee  "the  great  strategic 
line  of  the  Western  campaign,"  now  began  to  concentrate  all  of  his  forces  on 
that  river  and  the  Mississipi^i,  in  order  "to  fight  a  great  battle  on  the 
Tennessee,"  one  which  would  "  settle  the  campaign  in  the  "West."  He  con- 
sequently ordered  Curtis  not  to  advance  any  farther  into  Arkansas;  and 
sent  out  of  Missouri  all  the  troops  that  could  be  safely  taken  thence,  some 
of  them  to  Pope  on  the  Mississippi,  and  others  to  Grant  on  the  Tennessee. 

The  concentration  of  Federal  armies  on  the  Mississippi  portended  such 
danger  to  Beauregard,  who  had  lately  assumed  command  of  the  defenses 
of  that  river,  that  General  Albert  Sidney  Johnston  ordered  Van  Dorn  to  move 
his  army  to  within  supporting  distance  of  Beauregard.  This  Van  Dorn  began 
to  do  on  the  17th  of  March,  on  which  day  he  wrote  to  General  Johnston  that 
he  would  soon  "  relieve  Beauregard  by  giving  battle  to  the  enemy  near  New 
Madrid,"  or,  by  marching  "boldly  and  rapidly  toward  St.  Louis,  between 
Ironton  and  the  enemy's  grand  depot  at  RoUa." 

While  he  was  executing  this  plan,  and  while  the  greater  part  of  the  army 
that  had  survived  Elkhorn  was  on  the  march  across  the  mountains  of  North 
Arkansas  toward  Jaeksonport,  Van  Dorn  was  suddenly  ordered  by  General 
Johnston  on  the  23d  of  March  to  move  his  entire  command  by  "  the  best  and 
most  expeditious  route  "  to  Memphis.  His  forces,  to  which  he  had  given  the 
name  of  "the  Army  of  the  West,"  were  accordingly  concentrated  in  all  haste 
at  Des  Ai'c,  on  the  White  River,  whence  they  were  to  take  boats  for  Memphis. 
The  first  division  of  this  army,  to  the  command  of  which  Genei'al  Price 
had  been  assigned,  was  the  first  to  move,  Little's  Missouri  Brigade  embark- 
ing on  the  8th  of  April  for  Memphis,  just  as  Pope  was  taking  possession 
of  Island  No.  10,  and  Beauregard  was  leading  Johnston's  army  back  to 
Corinth  from  the  fateful  field  of  Shiloh. 
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AT  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  in  the  spring  of  '61,  being  then  in  England.  I 
-i^^  offered  my  ser\-ices  to  the  Cloverument,  and  was  appointed  one  of  the 
foui'  major-generals  of  the  regular  anny.  Creueral  MeCleUan  and  myself  were 
commissioned  of  even  date,  ranking  next  after  General  Seott.  On  my  ariival 
I  reported  to  the  President,  using  a  few  days  to  arrange  in  some  order  the 
business  which  had  carried  me  abroad.  There  was  gi"eat  confusion  and  indeci- 
sion in  affau's,  and  the  people  in  power  were  slow  to  realize  the  actuality  of 
war ;  it  was  long  before  they  realized  its  magnitude.  Several  commands  in  the 
East  were  suggested  to  me,  but  I  preferred  the  West,  which  I  knew,  and  I  held 
the  oiDinion  that  the  possession  of  the  immediate  valley  of  the  Mississippi 
river  would  control  the  result  of  the  war.  Who  held  the  Mississippi  would 
hold  the  country  by  the  heart. 

A  command  was  agi-eed  upon  lietween  President  Lincoln,  Montgomery 
Blair,  his  Postmaster-General,  who  was  a  gTaduate  of  West  Point,  and 
myself,  of  Avhich  the  great  object  was  the  descent  of  the  Mississippi  river. 
Necessary  to  this  was  first  the  firm  possession  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  freed 
and  protected  from  the  secession  forces  within  and  aromid  it.  In  pm"suance 
of  this  plan  "  The  Western  Department "  was  created,  comprehending,  with 
Illinois,  the  states  and  territories  west  of  the  Mississippi  river  to  the  Eocky 
Mountains,  including  New  Mexico.  For  reasons  not  wholly  military,  the 
President  reserved  the  State  of  Kentucky,  but  assiu'ed  me  that  so  soon  aj*  I 
had  succeeded  in  raising  and  organizing  an  army  for  the  descent  of  the 
Mississippi  river,  he  would  extend  my  command  over  that  State  and  the  left 
bank  of  the  Mississippi. 

The  President  had  gone  carefully  over  with  me  the  subject  of  my  intended 
campaign,  and  this  with  the  single  desire  to  find  out  what  was  best  to  do  and 
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how  to  do  it.  This  he  did  iu  the  unpretending  and  kindly  manner  which 
invited  suggestion,  and  which  with  him  was  characteristic.  When  I  took 
leave  of  him  he  accompanied  me  down  the  stau-s,  coming  out  to  the  steps  of 
the  politico.  I  asked  him  then  if  there  was  anything  fiu'ther  in  the  way 
of  instruction  that  he  wished  to  say  to  me.  "  No,"  he  answered.  "  I  have 
given  you  carte  blanche.  You  must  use  youi*  own  judgment  and  do  the 
best  you  can.     I  doubt  if  the  states  will  ever  come  back." 

Governor  Yates,  of  Illinois,  then  in  Washington,  informed  me  fully  of  the 
unarmed  and  unprepared  condition  of  the  West.  I  immediately  began  a 
search  for  arms  at  Washington,  and  out  of  those  at  hand  was  able  to  obtain 
an  order  for  only  seven  thousand  stand. 

Arriving  at  New  York,  I  found  that  the  order  for  the  seven  thousand 
stand  of  arms  had  been  countermanded.  Upon  my  complaint  to  Washing- 
ton, and  through  the  personal  interposition  of  the  President,  Major  Peter 
V.  Hagner  was  sent  to  aid  me  in  jirocuring  what  I  judged  immediately 
necessary  for  my  department.  With  him  I  arranged  for  gathering  from 
various  arsenals  and  forwarding  to  St.  Louis  arms  and  equipments  for 
23,000  men.  This  detained  me  some  weeks  in  New  York.  Before  leaving, 
I  telegTaphed  to  Lieutenant-General  Scott,  to  ask  if  he  had  any  instructions 
to  give  me.     He  replied  that  he  had  none. 

At  Philadelphia  we  heard  the  news  of  the  disaster  of  Bull  Run.  On 
the  25th  of  July  I  reached  St.  Louis,  and  at  the  start  I  found  myself  in  an 
enemy's  country,  the  enemy's  flag  displayed  from  houses  and  recrrdting 
offices.  St.  Louis  was  in  sympathy  with  the  South,  and  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri was  in  active  rebellion  against  the  national  authority.  The  Bull  Run 
defeat  had  been  a  damaging  blow  to  the  prestige  of  the  Union. 

In  this  condensed  sketch  I  can  give  only  the  strong  outline  of  the  threaten- 
ing situation  I  found,  and,  in  part,  the  chief  measui'es  I  adopted  to  convert 
our  defensive  j)osition  into  one  that  was  vigorously  offensive,  going  into  detail 
only  enough  to  show  some  of  the  difficulties  that  beset  me. 

There  was  a  wide  difference  between  the  situation  here  and  that  at  Wash- 
ington. The  army  of  the  East  was  organized  under  the  eyes  of  the  President 
and  Congress ;  in  the  midst  of  loyal  suiToundings  and  loyal  advisers  where 
there  was  no  need  to  go  outside  of  prescribed  military  usage,  or  to  assume 
responsibilities.  But  in  Missouri  all  operations  had  to  be  initiated  in  the 
midst  of  upturned  and  revolutionaiy  conditions  and  a  rebellious  people, 
where  all  laws  were  set  at  defiance.  In  addition  to  the  bodies  of  armed  men 
that  swarmed  over  the  State,  a  Confederate  force  of  nearly  50,000  men  was 
already  on  the  Southern  frontier :  Pillow,  with  12,000,  advancing  upon 
Cairo ;  Thompson,  with  5000,  upon  Grirardeau ;  Hardee,  with  5000,  upon  Iron- 
ton  ;  and  Price,  with  an  estimated  force  of  25,000,  upon  Lyon,  at  Springfield. 
Their  movement  was  intended  to  overrun  Missouri,  and,  supported  by  a 
friendly  population  of  over  a  million,  to  seize  upon  St.  Louis  and  make  that 
city  a  center  of  operations  for  the  invasion  of  the  loyal  States. 

To  meet  this  advancing  force  I  had  23,000  men  of  all  arms.  Of  this  only 
some  15,000  were  available,  the  remainder  being  three-months  men  whose 
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teiin  of  service  was  expiiing.  General  John  Pope  was  fully  occupied  in  Xorth 
Missom-i  with  nearly  all  my  disposable  force,  which  was  requii-ed  to  hold  in 
check  rebellion  in  that  quarter.  For  the  defense  of  (.'airf)  B.  M.  Pi-entLss  had 
8  regiments,  but  6  were  three-months  men,  at  the  end  of  their  temi,  unpaid, 
and  unAvilling  to  reenlist.  At  Spiingfield  General  Lyon  had  about  6000 
men,  unjjaid  and  badly  fed,  and  in  need  of  clothing.  In  this  condition  he 
was  in  hourly  expectation  of  being  attacked  by  the  enemy,  who  was  advanc- 
ing in  thi-ee  times  his  nominal  strength. 

This  was  the  situation  to  be  met  at  the  outset.  The  arms  and  equipments 
for  23,000  men  which  I  had  gathered  at  Xew  York  I  now  found  had  been 
diverted  from  my  department  and  sent  to  Virginia.  I  had  no  money  and 
the  Government  no  credit ;  but  the  chief  dilRculty  was  the  want  of  arms. 
There  was  no  want  of  men.  The  loyal  population  of  the  North-western 
States  flocked  to  the  Union  standard ;  the  German  population  with  a  noble 
unanimity. 

Having  these  conditions  to  face,  on  the  26th  of  July  I  telegi'aphed  my  needs 
to  Montgomery  Blaii",  whom  I  had  known  intimately.  In  reply  he  telegi'aphed, 
"  I  find  it  impossible  to  get  any  attention  to  Missomi  or  Western  mattei's 
from  the  authorities  here.  You  wiE.  have  to  do  the  best  you  can  and  take 
all  needful  responsibility  to  defend  and  protect  the  people  over  whom  you 
are  specially  set."  Two  days  afterward  Secretary  Seward  telegi'aphed  to  ask 
what  disposition  I  had  made  of  the  arms  I  had  pm-chased  in  Em-ope,  asking 
for  an  invoice.  I  telegraphed  him  that  I  needed  to  use  these  anns  for  my 
department,  that  I  had  absolutely  no  arms,  and  that  the  situation  of  the  State 
was  critical.  On  the  30th  I  sent  to  the  President,  as  had  been  aiTauged,  an 
unofficial  letter  setting  forth  the  condition  of  my  command.  I  informed  him 
that  the  treasm-er  of  the  United  States  at  St.  Louis  had  $300,000  entii-ely 
unapjjropriated,  but  had  refused  my  request  for  $100,000  to  be  delivered  to 
my  paymaster-general.  I  said  to  him  that  there  were  thi'ee  coui'ses  open  to 
me  :  "First,  to  let  the  enemy  possess  himself  of  some  of  the  strongest  points 
in  the  State  and  threaten  St.  Louis,  which  is  insm-rectionaiy ;  second,  to  force 
a  loan  from  the  secession  banks  here  ;  thu-d,  to  use  the  money  belonging  to 
the  Government  which  is  in  the  treasm-y.  .  .  .  This  morning  I  will  order 
the  treasurer  to  deliver  the  money  in  his  possession  to  General  Anth-ews  and 
will  send  a  force  to  the  treasury  to  take  the  money,  and  will  direct  such 
payments  as  the  exigency  requires.  I  will  hazard  everything  for  the  defense 
of  the  department  you  have  confided  to  me,  and  I  trust  to  you  for  support." 
To  the  propositions  of  this  letter  the  President  gave  the  tacit  approval  of  not 
replj-ing,  and  I  acted  upon  it. 

I  had  no  time  to  lose.  The  situation  of  Lyon  at  Springfield  was  critical,  and 
the  small  disintegrating  garrison  at  Cairo  was  hoiirly  exposed  to  assault  by 
an  overpowering  force.  Among  the  varit)us  points  threatened,  Cairo  was  the 
key  to  the  siiccess  of  my  operations.  The  Avaterways  and  the  tlistrict  around 
Cairo  were  of  first  importance.  Upon  the  possession  of  this  district  depended 
the  descent  and  control  of  the  ]\Iississippi  Valley  by  the  Union  armies,  or 
the  inroad  by  the  Confederate  foices  into  the  loyal  States. 
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I  now  sent  within  the  Con- 
federate hnes  a  capaljle  en- 
gineer officer  possessed  of  the 
necessary  military  knowledge, 
with  instructions  to  go  into 
the  States  of  Kentucky  and 
Tennessee  to  observe  the  situ- 
ation of  the  enemy,  ascertain 
his  strength  and  j^robable 
plans,  and  make  rough  maps 
of  important  localities  occu- 
pied by  trooj)s  or  likely  to  be. 
Five  days  after  my  arrival, 
hearing  that  Pillow  was  mov- 
ing upon  Cairo,  I  left  St. 
Louis  for  that  place,  with  all 
my  available  force,  3800  men. 
I  distributed  my  command 
over  a  transport  fleet  of  eight 
large  steamboats,  in  order  to 
create  in  the  enemy  an  im- 
pression of  greater  strength 
than  I  ijossessed.  I  found  the 
garrison  demoralized.  From 
the  chief  of  artillery  I  learned 
there  were  only  about  six  hunch'ed  effective  men  under  arms.  These  trooi3s 
had  enlisted  for  three  months,  which  had  now  expired.  They  had  not  been 
paid,  and  there  was  much  sickness  among  them.  The  reenforcement  I 
brought,  and  such  assui'ances  as  I  was  able  to  give,  restored  confidence ;  and 
I  prevailed  on  one  of  the  garrison  regiments  to  remain. 

Cairo  was  the  most  unhealthy  post  within  my  command.  Fever  and  dysen- 
tery were  prevailing.  The  roomy,  shaded  decks  and  convenient  cabins  of  the 
large  steamboats  which  brought  the  reenforcements,  and  the  breeze  from  the 
water  blowing  through  them,  were  in  strong  contrast  with  the  steaming  heat 
of  the  low,  moist  grounds  of  Cairo.  This  suggested  the  idea  of  floating  liosi^i- 
tals.  Before  the  sun  went  down  the  greater  number  of  the  sick  were  carried  to 
one  of  the  roomiest  boats,  thus  secui'ing  good  ventilation  and  perfect  drainage. 
The  sudden  relief  of  Cairo  and  the  exaggerated  form  in  which  the  news  of 
it  reached  Pillow  had  the  intended  effect.  He  abandoned  his  proposed  attack, 
and  gave  time  to  put  it  effectually  beyond  reach  of  the  enemy,  and  eventually 
to  secure  a  firm  hold  on  the  whole  of  that  important  district. 

Having  secured  the  initial  point  in  my  campaign,  I  returned  to  St.  Louis  on 
August  4th.  Meantime  I  had  ordered  Stevenson's  7th  Missouri  regiment 
from  Boonville,  and  Montgomery's  Kansas  regiment  near  Leavenworth,  to 
the  support  of  Lyon  at  Springfield.  Amidst  incessant  and  conflicting 
demands,  my  immediate  care  was  to  provide  aid  for  him. 
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Ciovernor  Oliver  P.  Morton,  of  Indiana,  answering  my  urgent  request  for 
troops,  telegraphed  that  if  leave  ^yere  gi-anted  from  Washington  he  would  send 
five  regiments  made  up  of  river  boatmen,  well  adapted  for  the  Mississippi 
expedition.  In  answer  to  my  request  they  were  ordered  to  me.  But  the 
order  was  changed,  and  instead  of  joining  me  they  were  sent  to  General 
Robert  Anderson,  then  in  command  at  LouisviUe.  The  same  day  I  asked 
Senator  Latham,  at  Washington,  to  aid  my  application  for  thi-ee  thoxLsand 
men  from  California,  to  be  placed  at  El  Paso,  to  operate  against  Texas  ti'oops 
moving  into  Ai'kansas.  On  the  5th  Marsh  reported  from  Girardeau  that  the 
enemy  was  close  upon  him,  5000  strong,  and  would  attack  him  before  morning. 
At  midnight  a  heavy  batteiy  of  6  twenty-four-pounders  and  1000  men  were 
emliarked  to  his  aid  under  experienced  officers,  ami  Prentiss  further  reenforced 
him  from  below  the  same  morning. 

On  the  6th  General  Scott  telegi-aphed  me  that  he  had  ordered  all  the 
troops  out  of  New  Mexico,  and  directed  me  to  confer  immediately  with  the 
governor  of  Kansas,  and  arrange  for  the  safety  of  New  Mexico,  sentling  two 
regiments  "  without  delay,"  as  the  fii'st  detachment  would  leave  on  the  15th. 

On  the  9th  I  informed  the  Government  that  the  gi-eater  part  of  the  old 
troops  were  going  out  of  service,  while  the  new  le\-ies,  totally  unacquainted 
with  the  rudiments  of  military  training,  would  be  unmanageable  before  an 
enemy.  Therefore,  I  asked  authority  from  the  President  to  collect  thi-ough- 
out  the  states  educated  officers  Avho  had  seen  sel■^•ice.  With  them  I  could 
make  a  framework  on  which  to  organize  an  anny.  My  request  was  gi-anted, 
and  I  acted  upon  it  at  once. 

On  the  10th  Prentiss  reported  fr()m  Cauo  that  the  enemy  were  again  con- 
centrating and  intrenching  at  New  Madiid  about  ten  thousand  strong. 

Before  my  arrival  at  St.  Louis  General  Lyon  had  borne  a  decisive  and 
important  part  in  Missouri.  Together  with  Francis  P.  Blau-,  the  younger,  he 
had  saved  Missouri  from  secession.  For  this  reason  I  had  left  his  movements 
to  his  own  discretion,  but  had  myself  made  every  possible  effort  to  reenforce 
him.  The  defeat  at  Bull  Run  had  made  a  change  in  affair's  from  that  which 
was  existing  when  General  Lyon  left  Boonville  for  Springfield  on  the  5th  of 
July.  To  any  other  officer  in  his  actual  situation,  I  should  have  issued  per- 
emptory orders  to  fall  back  ujion  the  raih'oad  at  RoUa. 

On  the  6th  I  had  sent  an  officer  l.)y  special  engine  to  RoUa.  with  dispatches 
for  Lyon,  and  for  news  of  him.  In  his  letter  of  August  9th,  the  day  before 
the  l)attle,  Lyon  states,  in  answer  to  mine  of  the  6th,  that  he  was  unable  to 
determine  whether  he  could  maintain  his  ground  or  would  have  to  retire.  At 
a  council  of  war  a  fortnight  before  the  battle,  the  opinion  of  his  officei"s  was 
unanimous  for  retreating  upon  Rt>lla. 

On  the  13th  news  reached  me  of  the  liattle  fought  at  Wilson's  Creek  on 
the  lOtli  between  about  6000  Union  troops,  under  Lyon,  and  a  greatly  superior 
force  under  Price  and  McCuUoch.  I  was  informed  that  General  Lyon  had  beeu 
killed,  and  that  the  Union  troops  under  Sigel  were  retreating  unmolested  iipou 
Rolla.  In  telegraphing  a  report  of  the  battle  to  Washington.  I  informed  the 
Department  of  the  need  of  some  organized  t\)rce  to  repel  the  enemy,  reported 
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to  be  advancing  on  other  points  in  considerable  strength.  I  again  asked  the 
Secretary  of  War  for  Groesbeek's  39th  Ohio  regiment,  and  to  order  from 
the  governors  of  Indiana,  IIHnois,  and  Wisconsin  then*  disposable  force. 
I  informed  him  that  we  were  badly  in  want  of  field  artillery  and  that  few 
small-arms  had  arrived.    I  also  asked  the  President  to  read  my  dispatches. 

Dissensions  in  the  camp  of  the  enemy  prevented  them  from  nsing  their 
success,  and  I  made  and  pushed  forward  as  rapidly  as  possible  dispositions 
for  the  defense  of  the  city  and  State.  I  reenforced  RoUa,  which  was  the 
receiving-place  for  troops  destined  for  the  South-west.  The  plan  of  defense 
adopted  was  to  fortify  Gii'ardeau  and  the  termini  of  the  railroads  at  Iron- 
ton,  RoUa,  and  Jefferson  City,  with  St.  Louis  as  a  base ;  holding  these  places 
with  sufficient  garrisons  and  leaving  the  army  free  for  operations  in  the  field. 
These  points  I  connected  by  telegraph  lines  centering  at  headquarters.  St. 
Louis  was  the  base  and  center  of  operations  and  depot  of  reserves.  Six 
thousand  men,  working  night  and  day,  were  employed  iipon  the  fortifications, 
which  commanded  the  city  itself,  as  well  as  the  surrounding  country,  upon  a 
line  of  about  ten  miles.  All  the  railroads  entering  the  city  I  connected  at 
one  depot,  more  cars  were  added,  and  on  twenty-four  hours'  notice  10,000 
men  could  have  been  moved  upon  tliem  from  any  one  point  to  the  opposite 
side  of  the  State. 

The  officer  who  had  been  sent  within  the  Confederate  lines  had  returned, 
bringing  important  information  concerning  the  position  of  the  enemy, 
together  with  the  rough  maps  required,  indicating,  among  other  points,  the 
positions  of  Forts  Henry  and  Donelson,  then  in  course  of  construction.  I 
sent  him  back  immediately  to  make  examinations  of  the  Tennessee  and  Cum- 
berland with  reference  to  the  use  of  those  rivers  by  gun-boats,  and  also  to 
watch  the  enemy's  moves  toward  the  Cairo  district. 

In  answer  to  my  appeal  to  the  loyal  governors  for  troops,  regiment  after 
regiment  arrived  at  St.  Louis  from  the  whole  North-west,  but  they  were 
entirely  without  tents  or  camp  equipage.  The  chief  quartermaster  of  my 
department  was  an  officer  of  the  regular  army.  Major  McKinstry,  experienced, 
able,  and  energetic.  But  there  were  no  supplies  on  hand,  of  any  kind,  to  meet 
the  necessities  of  the  troops  arriving  without  notice,  and  entirely  unpro- 
vided. In  this  exigency  he  made  requisition  on  the  head  of  his  department 
in  Washington,  but  was  informed  in  reply  that  the  department  could  not 
meet  the  requisitions  that  were  being  made  by  the  Army  of  the  Potomac ; 
that  the  preservation  of  the  capital  was  deemed  of  more  importance  than  the 
State  of  Missouri ;  that  their  entire  time  and  attention  was  devoted  to  meet- 
ing requisitions  made  upon  them;  that  General  Fremont  had  full  power, 
and  that  he,  as  Fremont's  chief  quartermaster,  must  use  his  own  judgment 
and  do  the  best  he  could  toward  meeting  the  wants  of  the  department. 

In  July,  at  Washington,  the  subject  of  mortar-boats  for  the  Mississippi 
expedition  had  been  discussed  between  General  M.  C.  Meigs,  Gustavus  V. 
Fox,  afterward  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  myself,  and  had 
been  referred  to  me  for  decision,  as  having  in  charge  military  operations 
on  the  Mississippi.     On    the  31st  of  July  the  Secretary  of  War  directed 
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that  the  16  nine-inch  guns  made 
at  Pittsburg  for  the  navy  should 
be  forwarded  to  me  with  the  gi'eat- 
est  dispatch,  and  that  30  thirteen- 
ineh  mortars  be  made  as  soon  as 
possible  and  forwarded  to  me,  to- 
gether with  shells  for  both  guns 
and  mortars.  On.  the  24th  of 
August  I  directed  the  constniction 
of  38  mortar-boats,  and  later  of  8 
steam-tugs  to  move  them,  and  the 
purchase  and  alteration  into  gun- 
boats of  two  strongly  buUt  river 
vessels, — the  New  Era,  a  large 
ferry-boat,  and  the  Siibmariue,  a 
powerful  snag-boat ;  they  wei'e  re- 
named Essex  and  Benton.  At  my 
suggestion  and  order,  the  sides  of 
aU  these  vessels  were  to  be  clad 
with  iron.  On  the  3d  of  September 
General  Meigs  ad\dsed  me  to  order 
from  Pittsbm-g  fifteen-inch  guns 
for  my  gun-boats,  as  "able  to  emj^ty 
any  battery  the  enemy  could  make." 
Work  on  these  gun-boats  was  di'i\'- 
en  forward  night  and  day.  As  in 
the  case  of  the  fortifications,  the 
work  was  carried  on  by  torchlight. 

August  25th  an  expedition  was 
ordered  under  Colonel  G.  Waagner 
with  one  regiment,  accompanied 
by  Commander  John  E-odgers  with 
two  gun-boats,  to  destroy  the  enemy's  fortifications  that  were  being  con- 
structed at  Belmont.     [See  map,  page  263.] 

August  28th  I  assigned  Brigadier-General  U.  S.  Grant  to  the  command  of 
South-east  Missouri,  with  headquarters  at  Cairo.  He  was  fully  instructed 
concerning  the  actual  and  intended  movements  on  the  Mississippi  and  the 
more  immediate  movements  upon  the  Kentucky  shore,  together  with  the 
intention  to  hold  the  mouths  of  the  Tennessee  and  Cumberland  rivei-s.  In  his 
written  instructions  General  Grant  was  directed  to  act  iu  concert  with  Com- 
mander Rodgers  and  Colonel  AVaagner,  and  to  take  xiossession  of  points 
threatened  In'  the  Confederates  on  the  Missouri  and  Kentui'ky  shores. 

August  31st  Captain  Ninistadttn-  was  (M'dered  to  Cairo,  to  select  a  site  opposite 
Paducah  for  a  battery  to  connnand  the  mouth  of  the  Tennessee  river. 

Sept(Mnb(>r  4tli  I  sent  heavy  guns  and  an  artillery  officer  to  Cairo.  whei"e 
General  Grant  had  just  arrived  from  Girardeau.  T  telegraphed  the  President 
inforniing  hiiu  that  the  enemy  was  beginning  to  occupy,  on  the  Kentucky 
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shore,  every  good  point  between  Paclncah  and  Hickman,  and  that  Padueah. 
should  be  occiij)ied  by  lis.  I  asked  him  now  to  include  Kentucky  in  my 
command. 

September  5th  I  sent  to  General  Grrant  a  letter  of  instruction,  in  which  I 
required  him  to  push  forward  with  the  utmost  speed  all  work  on  the  point 
selected  on  the  Kentucky  shore  ten  miles  from  Padueah,  to  be  called  Fort 
Holt.  In  this  letter  I  du'ected  him  to  take  possession  of  Padueah  if  he  felt 
strong  enough  to  do  so ;  but  if  not,  then  to  plant  a  battery  opposite  Padueah 
on  the  Illinois  side  to  command  the  Ohio  Eiver  and  the  mouth  of  the  Tennes- 
see. On  the  evening  of  the  day  on  which  this  letter  was  sent  to  General  Grant, 
the  officer  who  had  been  sent  by  me  within  the  Confederate  lines  reached 
Cairo  on  his  way  to  St.  Louis  to  let  me  know  that  the  enemy  was  advancing 
on  Padueah.  He  judged  it  right  to  inform  General  Grant,  urging  him  to  take 
Padueah  without  delay.  General  Grant  decided  to  do  so,  and  in  accordance 
with  his  instructions  of  the  28th  immediately  moved  on  Padueah  with  an 
adequate  force  and  two  gun-boats.  He  reached  the  town  on  the  morning  of 
the  6th,  having  only  about  six  hours'  advance  of  the  enemy.  Taking  undis- 
puted possession,  he  returned  to  Cairo  the  same  day. 

In  answer  to  my  persistent  application  for  Colonel  C.  F.  Smith  he  was 
ordered  to  join  me,  having  meantime  been  made  by  the  President  a  brigadier- 
general  at  my  special  request.  I  at  once  sent  him  forward  to  the  command  I 
had  designed  for  him, — Padueah  and  the  Kentucky  shore  of  the  Mississippi. 
His  letter  of  instructions  made  known  to  him  all  the  previous  measures  taken 
to  hold  the  Kentucky  shore  and  the  mouths  of  the  Tennessee  and  Cumber- 
land. The  execution  of  this  part  of  my  plans  broke  in  upon  the  Confederate 
lines,  drove  them  back,  and  dispersed  thek  combinations  for  transferring  the 
war  to  the  loyal  States. 

I  now  on  the  8th  of  September  wrote  to  the  President,  giving  him  in  the 
following  extract  the  general  features  of  my  plan  of  campaign  : 

.  .  .  .  "  As  the  rebel  forces  outnumber  ours,  and  the  counties  of  Kentucky  between 
the  Mississippi  and  Tennessee  rivers,  as  well  as  those  along  the  latter  and  the  Cumberland, 
are  strongly  secessionist,  it  becomes  imperatively  necessary  to  have  the  cooperation  of  the 
loyal  Union  forces  under  Generals  Anderson  and  Nelson,  as  well  as  of  those  already  encamped 
opposite  Louisville,  under  Colonel  Rousseau.  I  have  reenforoed,  yesterday,  Padueah  with  two 
regiments,  and  will  continue  to  strengthen  the  position  with  men  and  artillery.  As  soon  as 
General  Smith,  who  commands  there,  is  reenforced  sufficiently  to  enable  him  to  spread  his 
forces,  he  will  have  to  take  and  hold  Mayfleld  and  Lovelaceville,  to  be  in  the  rear  and  flank  of 
Columbus,  and  to  occupy  Smithland,  controlling  in  this  way  the  mouths  of  both  the  Tennessee 
and  the  Cumberland  rivers.  At  the  same  time  Colonel  Rousseau  should  bring  his  force,  in- 
creased if  possible,  by  two  Ohio  regiments,  in  boats  to  Henderson,  and,  taking  the  Henderson 
and  Nashville  raih-oad,  occupy  HopkinsviUe ;  while  General  Nelson  should  go  with  a  force  of 
five  thousand  by  railroad  to  Louisville,  and  from  there  to  Bowling  Green.  As  the  population  in 
all  the  counties  through  which  the  above  railroads  pass  are  loyal,  this  movement  could  be  made 
without  delay  or  molestation  to  the  troops.  Meanwhile  General  Grant  would  take  possession 
of  the  entu'e  Cairo  and  Fulton  raOroad,  Piketon,  New  Madrid,  and  the  shore  of  the  Mississippi 
opposite  Hickman  and  Columbus.  The  foregoing  disposition  having  been  effected,  a  combined 
attack  will  be  made  upon  Columbus,  and,  if  successful  in  that,  upon  Hickman,  while  Rousseau 
and  Nelson  will  move  in  concert  by  railroad  to  Nashville,  Tenn.,  occupying  the  State  capital, 
and.  with  an  adequate  force,  New  Providence.  The  conclusion  of  this  movement  would  be  a 
combined  advance  toward  Memphis,  on  the  Mississippi,  as  well  as  the  Memphis  and  Ohio  raih-oad." 
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Meantime  the  untoward  and  oljstrueting  conduct  of  the  people  of  Missouri 
had  decided  me  to  assert  the  power  of  the  Grovemment.  Accordingly,  on 
the  30th  of  August,  I  issued  a  proclamation  affixing  penalties  to  rebellion 
and  extending  martial  law  over  the  State  of  Missouri.  By  this  proclamation 
the  property  of  persons  in  rebellion  against  the  United  States  was  held  to 
be  confiscated,  and  their  slaves  were  declared  free.  As  a  war  measm^e  this, 
in  my  opinion,  was  equal  to  winning  a 
deciding  battle.  The  President  disap- 
proved it,  as  likely  to  lose  us  Kentucky, 
the  loyalty  of  which  was  so  strained  and 
the  temper  of  which  was  so  doubtful, 
that  he  had  agreed  to  the  neutral  atti- 
tude Kentucky  demanded.  He  desired 
me  to  withdraw  it  as  of  my  own  motion. 
Unwilling  to  jiut  myself  in  this  position, 
I  asked  him  to  order  it  withdrawn,  which 
he  did.  Shortly  following  upon  this  act,  I 
was  in  many  ways  made  to  feel  the  with- 
drawal from  me  of  the  confidence  and 
support  of  the  Administration,  but,  ac- 
ceding to  strong  representations  from 
leading  citizens  of  St.  Louis,  I  tlid  not 
resign  my  command. 

I  had  already  been  brought  into  col- 
hsion  with  the  intrigues  of  men  who  were 
in  confidential  relations  with  the  President,  and  the  occasion  was  promptly 
seized  by  them  to  urge  misrepresentations  which  were  reatlily  accepted 
as  I'easons  for  my  removal.  The  visits  of  high  officers  charged  with  inquiry 
into  the  affairs  of  my  department,  and  the  simultaneous  and  sustained 
attacks  of  leading  journals,  accumulated  obstnictions  and  weakened  my 
authority.  In  fact,  my  command  at  the  end  of  August  had  virtually 
existed  little  over  a  month ;  but  the  measui'es  which  I  had  initiated  had 
already  taken  enduring  shape,  and  eventually  worked  theii*  intended  result. 

The  inadequate  space  to  which  I  am  restricted  compels  me  to  pass  over 
here  the  circmustances  which  made  inevitable  the  loss  of  Lexington,  iipou 
which  Price  advanced  after  his  victory  at  "Wilson's  Creek.  AU  possil>le  efforts 
Avere  made  to  relieve  Colmiel  Mulligan,  Tnit,  notwithstanding  the  large  concen- 
tration of  troops  for  his  relief,  these  efforts  were  baffled  by  absolute  want  of 
transportation  and  by  liver  obstructions.  To  the  Confederate  general  it  was 
a  barren  success,  and  he  was  shortly  forced  to  retreat  to  the  south-west.  As 
a  military  position  Lexington  was  of  no  value  to  him.  In  the  midst  of  the 
demand  for  troops  for  Lexington,  I  was  on  the  14th  ordered  by  General  Scott 
to  "  send  five  thousand  well-armed  infantry  to  "Wasliington  without  a  moment's 
delay."     Two  tlioiisand  were  sent. 

At  the  end  of  September  I  left  St.  Louis  to  take  the  field  against  Price.  The 
army  numbered  38,000  men.     To  complete  the  defenses  of  St.  Louis,  after 
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the  advance  of  the  army,  I  left  5  regiments  of  infantry,  with  1  battahon  of 
cavahy,  and  2  batteries  of  field  artiQery.  The  five  divisions  which  com- 
posed it  were  assigned  positions,  their  lines  of  march  converging  to  Spring- 
field; and  in  the  beginning  of  October  I  moved  against  Price.  Transportation 
and,  consequently,  snpphes  were  very  inadequate ;  but  in  exigencies  an  army 
sometimes  moves  without  either.  The  September  rains  were  over ;  the  fine 
weather  of  the  Indian  smnmer  had  come ;  the  hay  was  gathered,  and  the  corn 
was  hardening,  and  we  were  about  to  carry  out  the  great  object  of  the  cam- 
paign with  fewer  hardshij^s  from  exposure,  and  fewer  impediments  from 
want  of  transport,  than  could  have  been  expected  at  any  other  season.  The 
spu'it  of  the  army  was  high.  A  finer  body  of  men  could  not  have  been 
brought  together,  and  we  had  every  reason  to  beUeve  that  the  campaign 
would  open  with  a  signal  victory  in  the  defeat  or  dispersion  of  the  enemy, 
with  a  move  on  Memphis  as  the  immediate  result.  Had  I  possessed  means 
of  transport  when  Price  moved  on  Lexington  I  should  have  compelled  him 
to  give  me  battle  on  the  north  side  of  the  Osage ;  as  he  could  not  cross  the 
Missouri  without  exposing  himself  to  certain  defeat,  no  other  course  would 
have  remained  open  to  him.  In  fact,  when  I  did  go  forward,  the  appearance 
of  my  advance  at  Sedaha  was  the  signal  for  his  precipitate  retreat.  The 
first  contact  now  with  the  enemy  was  at  Fredericktown  and  Springfield, — the 
former  one  of  the  most  admirably  conducted  engagements  of  the  war,  and  the 
latter  action  a  glorious  \T.etory.  Along  the  whole  extent  of  our  lines  we 
were  uniformly  successfiil  against  the  enemy. 

At  the  end  of  October  I  was  in  Springfield  with  21,000  effective  men. 
Price  had  terminated  his  retreat,  and  his  movements  showed  that  he  had 
decided  to  offer  battle.  This  was  confirmed  by  information  obtained  from 
his  headquarters  that  the  Missom'ians  were  refusing  to  leave  the  State. 

Recognizing  the  rights  of  humanity,  and  remembering  that  this  conflict  was 
among  our  own  people,  and  that  the  whole  State  of  Missouri  was  a  battle-field, 
General  Price  and  myself  had  been  engaged  in  arranging  the  terms  of  a  con- 
vention which  was  concluded  and  signed  by  us  on  the  1st  of  November.  It 
provided :  1st,  for  an  exchange  of  prisoners,  hitherto  refused  by  our  Govern- 
ment ;  2d,  that  guerrilla  fighting  should  be  suppressed,  and  the  war  confined 
to  the  organized  armies  in  the  field ;  3d,  that  there  should  be  no  arrests  for 
opinion,  the  preservation  of  order  being  left  to  the  State  courts. 

Generals  Asboth  and  Sigel,  division  commanders,  now  reported  that  the 
enemy's  advance-guard  was  at  Wilson's  Creek,  nine  miles  distant,  several 
thousand  strong ;  his  main  body  occupying  the  roads  in  the  direction  of  Cass- 
ville,  at  which  place  General  Price  had  his  headquarters  with  his  reserves. 
On  November  2d  the  dispositions  for  the  expected  battle  were  being  planned, 
when  late  in  the  evening  a  messenger  arrived  bearing  an  order  from  General 
Scott  which  removed  me  from  my  command.  This  order  had  been  hurried 
forward  by  General  Hunter,  who  superseded  me,  and  who  was  behind  with 
his  division.  The  next  day.  Hunter  not  arriving,  the  plan  of  battle  was 
agreed  on,  the  divisions  were  assigned  conformably,  and  in  the  evening 
the  troops  began  to   occupy  their  positions.     About  10   o'clock   at   night 
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Hunter  arrived  at  mv 
headquarters,  where  the 
officers  were  assemVjlefL 
I  handed  to  him  the  plan 
of  Vjattle  and  turned  over 
my  command. 

The  order  which  gave 
my  command  to  General 
Hunter  was  dated  Octo- 
ber 24th,  and  had  been 
sent  to  one  of  my  sul> 
ordinate  officers  in  St. 
Louis,  to  be  sei'ved  on 
me  at  his  discretion.  Ac- 
compauj"ing  it  was  a 
letter  from  the  President 
iu  which  he  dii'ected  that 
it  should  not  be  served 
ou  me  if  I  had  fought  a 
battle  or  was  about  to 
fight  one.  His  intention 
was  disregarded ;  the  or- 
der was  put  in  force 
when  both  om'selves 
and  the  enemy  were 
ready  and  intending  bat- 
tle. In  the  face  of  posi- 
tive knowledge.  General  Hunter  assmned  that  there  was  no  enemy  near 
and  no  battle  possible,  and  witlwh-ew  the  army.  ^ 

The  correctness  of  the  oj^erations  iu  this  campaign  to  meet  the  intended 
movements  of  the  enemy,  have  all  been  corroborated  and  proved  by  sulise- 
cpKMit  information.  ]My  expenditm-es  to  raise  and  equip  this  army  were 
vindicated  and  sustained  l)y  decisions  of  the  United  States  courts.  The 
esta)ilisliment  of  martial  law  at  St.  Louis,  which  was  denoiuiced  as  arlntrary 
and  unnecessary,  was  maintained  and  acted  upou  by  all  my  successoi-s  until 
peace  was  declared ;  and  the  fortifications  of  that  city,  upon  which  all  lines  of 
defense  rested,  aided  its  enforcement  and  made  the  dyke  lietween  the  North- 
west and  the  South.  The  taking  of  Paducah,  for  which  I  was  I'ensured,  has 
since  been  made  the  jiivot  of  success  to  otlun-s.  And  the  gun-ltoats.  for  the 
preparation  of  which,  also,  I  was  censm-ed,  the  work  being  countermanded  as 
a  "  iiseless  extravagance,"  became  historic  in  the  progi'ess  of  the  war. 

i}-  Iu   support   of    the  facts,   I  quote  from   the  the  ground  to  bo  seloetod  by  General  Price  aud 

report  of  General  McCuUoch  to  his  Secretary  of  myself."    Official  Recorils,  III.,  74S.— J.  C.  F. 
War,  at  the  close  of  this  Missouri  campaiffu :  "Wo         Hunter's   withdrawal  was  in  pursuance  of  in- 

inet  next  day  at  a  point  bclwoon  the  two  armies  structions  of  a  gieueral  natuiv  from  President  Liu- 

wliiic  il  was  atjreed  upon  by  all  the  Missouri  sen-  coin,  dated  OctoVier:!4th.  ISlil.  aud  accompanying 

erals  that  we  should  wait  an  attack  from  the  enemy,  the  onlers  relieving  General  foment. —  Editors. 


-IIA.JOK-UEXEKAL    JOHN    C.    FREMONT.      FliOM   A    STEEL    I'LATE     IN 
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WILSON'S  CREEK,  AND  THE  DEATH  OF  LYON. 

BY  WILLIAM    M.  WHERRY,   SIXTH   U.   S.   INFANTRY,    BREVET  BRIGADIER-GENERAL,   U.   S.  V., 
AT  WILSON'S   CREEK  AIDE-DE-CAMP  TO   GENERAL  LYON. 


BOUT  the  middle  of  July,  1861,  the  Army  of  the  Union  in 
south-west  Missouri,  under  General  Nathaniel  Lyon,  was 
encamped  in  and  near  the  town  of  Springfield,  and  num- 
bered approximately  6200  men,  of  whom  about  500  were 
ill-armed  and  undisciplined  "  Home  Guards."  The  organ- 
ized troops  were  in  aU  5868,  in  four  brigades.  By  the 
9th  of  August  these  were  reduced  to  an  aggregate  of 
about  5300  men,  with  the  500  Home  Guards  additional. 
Of  these  troops,  the  1st  Iowa  regiment  was  entitled  to 
discharge  on  the  14tli  of  August,  and  the  3d  and  5th 
Missouri,  Sigel's  and  Salomon's,  at  different  periods,  by 
companies,  from  the  9th  to  the  18th  of  August.  All 
except  the  I'egulars  had  been  enrolled  since  the  attack  on 
Sumter  in  April,  and  but  little  time  had  been  possible  for 
drill  and  instruction.  They  had  been  moved  and  marched 
from  St.  Louis  and  points  in  Kansas,  taking  part  in  sev- 
eral spirited  but  minor  engagements,  and  were  ill-provided  with  clothing  and 
food,  but  their  si^irits  were  undaunted,  and  they  were  devoted  to  their  leader. 
The  latter  part  of  July  was  spent  by  Lyon  in  drilling  his  troops  and 
procuring  supplies,  the  mills  in  the  neighborhood  having  been  seized  and 
employed  in  grinding  flour  for  the  troops.  He  continued  to  send  urgent 
appeals  to  St.  Louis  for  reenforcements. 

On  the  1st  of  August,  however,  having  received  information  of  an  advance 
by  the  enemy,  in  superior  numbers,  Lyon  moved  down  the  Fayetteville  road 
(also  known  as  the  Cassville  road)  to  meet  and  attack  the  largest  and  most 
advanced  force,  hoping  to  drive  it  back  and  then  strike  the  others  in  detail. 
A  lively  sku-mish  with  Price's  advance-guard,  under  Rains,  took  place  at 
Dug  Springs  on  the  2d  of  August ;  and  on  the  3d  a  more  insignificant  affaii- 
occurred  with  the  rear-guard  of  Rains's  forces  at  McCullah's  farm,  which  had 
been  his  headquarters,  but  from  which  he  retired  without  resistance.  Here 
Lyon  became  convinced  he  was  being  drawn  farther  and  farther  from  his 
base,  without  supplies,  and  he  determined  to  fall  back  to  Spiingfield,  which 
place  he  reached  on  the  5th.  During  those  blistering  August  days  the  men 
marched  with  bleeding  feet  and  parched  lips,  Lyon  himself  urging  forward 
the  weary  and  footsore  stragglers. 

On  the  8th  a  march  in  force  was  planned  for  the  following  night,  to  make 
an  attack  on  the  enemy's  front  at  Wilson's  Creek  at  daylight.  From  this 
intention  General  Lyon  was  dissuaded,  after  having  called  together  the 
principal  officers  to  receive  their  instructions.  Many  of  the  troops  were 
exhausted,  and  all  were  tired ;  moreover,  some  supplies  having  arrived  from 


VOL.  I.     19 


2qo 


WILSON'S  CREEK,  AND   THE  DEATH  OF  LYON. 


Note  to  xiit  >Iap. 
The  en^afff  ment  betran  at  o :  30  a.  m.,  Lyon'ri  ad- 
vaucf!  driviuK"  Raios  over  Bloody  Hill.    Price's  line 
as  fonii*'d  to  confront  the  main  atta<-k  by  Lyon 
about  6:30  wa.*,  from  left  to  ri;a:bt,  as  follows:  Mc- 
Bride.  Parsons  'witli  Giiib<»r*sbattery),  Clark,  Plack, 
and  Rains.    Tliis  force  numbered  S168  men  with  4 
^ninH,  and  was  oppost-d  by  nearly  2000  men  with  10 
guns.    The  li^bt  of  the  first  Union  line  was  held  by 
the  1st  Missouii:  on  its  left  were  Totteu's  battery. 
OsterUau^'s  battalion,  the  1st  Kansas,  DuBois's  bat- 
tery, and  Steele's  battalion.    loiter,  the  L«t  Kansas 
was  relieved  by  the  1st  Iowa  <800*,  and  the  1st  3Ii5- 
souri  l>v  the  M  Kansas  iGOOi,  and  by  Steele.    Thia 
brou  ht  tbf  tuion  stren^h  at  this  itoint  up  to  3550. 
Mcinwhik   H  bcrt's  3d  LouLsiana  and  Mcintosh's 
rc^mcut    md   McRae's   battalion,  together  num- 
bering li  0   lliO^    d  down  from  their  encampment 
(markec^l  **  MeCulloch's  bri- 
gade *'»,    crossed    the    road, 
and  reimlsed  Plummer's  300 
in  the  corn-field,  bat  were 
driven  back  by  DuBois's  bat- 
ter>'.  By  this  hour  (8  o'clock/ 
Sigel  had  attacked  on  the 
rear  and  had  driven  Chureh- 
ilVs   infantry    and    Greer's 
and  M:yor*s  cavalry  out  of 
their     camps.      MoCulloch 
now  gathered   up    part  of 
the  3d  Louisiana  and  routed 
Sigel's  troops,  who  were  at 
Sharp's  farm.  He  was  aided 
in  this  by  the  fire  of  Keid's 
and      Bledsoe's      batteries. 
Woodrufi"*s      battery      had 
from   the    start   chiefly  en- 
gaged    Totten ;    and     now 
Churchill,  and  next  Greer's 
and   Carroll's  cavalry,  and 
aftei'wai'd     Gratiot's    ngi- 
ment  (of  Peann-'s  brigade) 
were  conducted  to  the  aid 
of  Price,  raising  his  force 
to  4239,  exclusive  of  Greer 
and  Carroll,  who  had  bet^n 
quickly  repulsed  by  Totten  ; 
Lyon's     being     as     alxtve, 
35.'0,     exclusive    of    220    of 
Plumiuer's  and  350  of   the 
Mounted  Keser\e.    General 
Lyon  was  killed   at   10:30. 
just  as  Pearce's  fre,<h  regi- 
ments  (under  Walker   and 
Doekery)  and  the  3«1  Loui- 
eiaua  were  coming  uji.    At 
11:30   M;vior   Sturgis   with- 
drew the  Union  army,  which 
was  then  outnumbcrtni  two 
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Rolla,  it  was  deemed  wise  to  clothe  and  shoe  the  men  as  far  as  pi*aeticable, 
and  to  give  them  another  day  for  recuperation. 

On  the  9th  it  was  intended  to  march  that  evening  with  the  whole  force 
united,  as  agreed  upon  the  8th,  and  attack  the  enemy's  left  at  daylight,  and 
Lyon's  staff  were  busied  in  visiting  the  troops  and  seeing  that  all  things  were 
in  order.  During  the  morning  Colonel  Sigel  visited  Lyon's  headquarters,  and 
had  a  prolonged  conference,  the  result  of  which  was  that  Colonel  Sigel  was 
ordered  to  detach  his  brigade,  the  3d  and  5th  Missom'i,  one  six-gun  bal^ 
tery,  one  company  of  the  1st  U.  S.  Cavahy,  under  Captain  Eugene  A.  Carr, 
and  one  company  of  the  '2d  Dragoons,  under  Lieutenant  Charles  E.  Farrand, 
for  an  attack  upon  the  enemy  from  the  south,  while  Lyon  with  the  remainder 
of  his  available  force  should  attack  on  the  north. 

The  troops  were  put  in  march  in  the  evening;  those  about  Springfield 
immediately  under  General  Lyon  moving  out  to  the  west  on  the  Little  York 
road  until  joined  by  Sturgis's  command  from  their  camps,  when  they  turned 
to  the  south  across  the  prauie.  The  head  of  the  main  column  reached  the 
point  where  the  enemy's  pickets  were  expected  to  be  found,  about  1  a.  si.,  and 
went  into  bivouac.  Sigel's  force,  consisting  of  1200  men  and  six  pieces  of 
artillery,  moved  four  miles  down  the  Fayetteville  road,  and  then,  making  a 
long  detom'  to  the  left  by  a  by-road,  arrived  within  a  mile  of  the  enemy's 
camp  and  rear  at  daylight. 

In  the  vicinity  of  the  FayetteviUe  road  crossing,  the  creek  acquires  con- 
siderable depth,  and  in  most  places  has  rough,  steep,  and  rather  high  banks, 
rendering  fording  difficiUt.  On  the  left  side  the  hills  assume  the  proportion 
of  bluffs ;  on  the  right  or  western  bank  the  ground  is  a  succession  of  broken 
ridges,  at  that  time  covered  for  the  most  part  with  trees  and  a  stunted  growth 
of  scrub  oaks  with  dense  foliage,  which  in  places  became  an  almost  impene- 
trable tangle.     Rough  ravines  and  deep  gullies  cut  up  the  surface. 

The  Confederates  were  under  command  of  General  Ben.  McCuUoch.  On 
the  west  side  of  the  stream,  "  Old  Pap  "  Price,  with  his  sturdy  Missoiu'ians, 
men  who  in  many  later  battles  bore  themselves  with  a  valor  and  determina- 
tion that  won  the  plaudits  of  theu*  comrades  and  the  admiration  of  their 
foes,  was  holding  the  point  south  of  Wilson's  Creek,  selected  by  Lyon  for 
attack.  Price's  command  consisted  of  five  bodies  of  Missoiuians,  under  Slack, 
Clark,  Parsons,  McBride,  and  Eains,  the  last-named  being  encamped  farther 
up  the  stream.  On  the  bluff's  on  the  east  side  of  the  creek  were  Hebert's 
3d  Louisiana  and  Mcintosh's  Arkansas  regiment,  and,  farther  south,  Pearce's 
brigade  and  two  batteries,  while  other  troops,  under  Greer,  Churchill,  and 
Major,  were  in  the  valley  along  the  Fayetteville  road,  holding  the  extreme 
of  the  Confederate  position. 

Lyon  put  his  trooj^s  in  motion  at  early  dawn  on  the  10th,  and  aboirt  4 
o'clock  struck  Rains's  most  advanced  picket,  which  escaped  and  gave  warning 
of  the  attack,  of  which  General  Price  was  informed  just  as  he  was  about  to 
breakfast.  Captain  Plummer's  battalion  of  regular  infantry  was  the  advance, 
followed  by  Osterhaus's  two  companies  of  the  2d  Missouri  Volunteers,  and 
Totten's  battery.  A  body  of  200  mounted  Home  Guards  was  on  Plummer's  left. 
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Having  reached  the  enemy's  pickets,  the  infantry  was  deployed  as  skirmish- 
ers, Phimm(n-  to  the  left  and  Osterhaus  to  the  right,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Andi'ews,  with  the  1st  Missouri  Infantry,  was  brought  up  in  support  of  the 
battery.  Advancing  a  mile  and  a  half  and  crossing  a  brook  tributary  to  the 
creek,  the  Union  skirmishers  met  and  pushed  the  Confederate  skiiToishers  up 
the  slope.  This  disclosed  a  considerable  force  of  the  enemy,  along  a  ridge  per- 
pendicular to  the  line  of  march  and  to  the  valley  of  the  creek,  which  was 
attacked  by  the  1st  Missouri  and  the  1st  Kansas,  assisted  by  Totten's  battery, 
who  drove  back  the  Confederates  on  the  right  to  the  foot  of  the  slope  beyoud- 

Plummer  on  the  left  early  became  separated  from  the  main  body  by  a  deep 
ravine  terminating  in  a  swampy  piece  of  gi-ound,  beyond  which  lay  a  corn- 
field which  he  entered,  encountering  a  large  force,  the  main  part  of  which 
was  the  Louisiana  regiment.  These  troops  fought  with  determined  valor 
and  checked  Plmnmer's  progi-ess.  DuBois's  battery  was  moved  up  to  a  hUl 
on  the  left,  supi^orted  by  Osterhaus's  battalion,  the  1st  Iowa,  and  the  2d  Kan- 
sas, and  opened  a  deadly  fire  with  shells  upon  the  corn-field,  with  such 
marked  effect  as  to  thi'ow  the  Confederates  into  disorder  and  enable  Plum- 
mer  to  draw  off  his  command  in  good  order  across  the  ravine. 

A  momentary  luU  occurred  at  this  time,  except  on  oui*  exti'eme  right,  where 
Price's  Missourians  opjiosed  the  1st  Missouri  and  attemj^ted  to  turn  that  flank, 
bxxt  the  2d  Kansas  by  its  timely  arrival  and  gallant  attack  bore  back  Price's 
overwhelming  numl^ers  and  saved  the  flank.  Meanwhile  Totten's  battery, 
which  had  been  brought  into  action  by  section  and  by  piece  as  the  conforma- 
tion of  the  gi'ound  would  admit,  performed  extraordinary  service.  Steele's 
regular  infantry  was  added  to  its  support.  Price's  troops  had  fought  with 
great  bravery  and  determination,  advancing  and  retiring  two  or  three  times 
before  they  were  compeUed  to  give  way  on  the  lower  slope  of  the  ridge  they 
had  occupied.    Many  times  the  tii'ing  was  one  continuous  roar. 

The  lull  enabled  the  enemy  to  re-adjust  his  lines  and  bring  up  fresh  troops, 
having  accomplished  which.  Price  made  a  determined  advance  along  nearly 
the  whole  of  Lyon's  front.  He  charged  fiercely  in  lines  of  thi'ee  or  four 
ranks,  to  within  thirty  or  forty  yards,  pouring  in  a  galling  fire  and  directing 
his  most  determined  efforts  against  Totten's  battery,  for  which  Woodruff's, 
which  was  pitted  against  it,  was  no  match  at  all.  ,1 

Every  available  man  of  Lyon's  was  now  brought  into  action  and  the  bat- 
tle raged  with  redoubled  energy  on  both  sides.  For  more  than  an  horn-  the 
balance  was  about  even,  one  side  gaining  ground  only  to  give  way  in  its  turn 
to  the  advance  of  the  other,  till  at  last  the  Confederates  seemed  to  jneld,  and 
a  suspension  of  the  fury  took  place. 

General  Lyon  had  bivouacked  near  the  head  of  his  column  on  the 
night  of  the  9th,  sharing  a  rubber-coat  Avith  ]\Iajor  (now  Major-Cxoneral) 
John  M.  Hchofield,  his  chief  of  staff",  between  two  rows  of  corn  in  a  field  by 
the  roadside,  his  other  staff-oflBcers  near  h\.    He  did  not  seem  hopeful,  but  was 

j  Woodi'iiff's  Littlo  Rock  biittcvy  was  oomposod  Imil  been  in  eomniand.  WooJniff  and  his  gun- 
of  suns  which  had  been  eaptnred  at  the  seizure  of  ners  had.  in  fart,  boeu  drilled  and  instnicted  by 
tho  Littlo  Koek  arsenal,  of  whieh  Captain  Totteu     Totteu. —  Editors. 
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oppressed  with  the  responsibility 
of  his  situation,  with  anxiety  for 
the  cause,  and  with  sympathy  for 
the  Union  people  in  that  section, 
when  he  should  retreat  and  leave 
to  theii*  fate  those  who  could  not 
forsake  their  homes.  He  repeat- 
edly expressed  himself  as  having 
lieen  abandoned  by  his  superi- 
ors. When  the  troops  were  put 
in  motion,  he  went  at  the  head 
of  the  column,  and  when  the 
action  opened  he  kept  his  place 
at  the  front,  entering  the  heat 
of  the  engagement  with  the  line, 
near  Totten's  battery.  He  main- 
tained an  imperturbable  cool- 
ness, and  his  eye  shone  with  the 
ardor  of  conflict.  He  directed,  en- 
couraged, and  rallied  his  troops 
in  person,  sending  his  staff  in  all 
directions,  and  was  frequently 
without  an  attendant  except  one 
or  two  faitliful  orderlies.  Early 
in  the  attack  while  on  the  line  to  the  left  of  Totten's  battery,  rallying  a  i:)art 
of  the  1st  Missouri  Infantry,  his  horse,  which  he  was  leading,  was  kiUed 
and  he  received  a  slight  wound  in  the  leg.  Shortly  afterward  he  was  wounded 
in  the  head.  He  continued  dismounted  drmng  the  contest  above  described, 
and  walking  a  few  paces  toward  the  rear  with  his  chief  of  staff.  Major  Scho- 
field,  who  had  also  lost  his  horse,  shot  under  him,  Lyon  said,  "  I  fear  the  day 
is  lost."  Schofield  encom-aged  him  to  take  a  more  hopeful  view  of  the  case, 
assuring  him  that  the  troops  were  easily  rallied  and  were  gaining  confidence, 
and  that  the  disorder  was  only  temporary,  and  then  proceeded  to  another 
part  of  the  line  in  search  of  a  mount. 

About  9  o'clock,  during  a  brief  cessation  in  the  firing,  Lyon  started 
toward  the  top  of  the  ridge,  accompanied  by  an  aide,  who  was  urging  him  to 
accept  his  horse,  when  they  met  Major  Sturgis  and  a  few  troopers.  One  of 
these  was  dismounted,  and  his  horse  was  given  to  General  Lyon.  Lyon  also 
expressed  himself  despondingly  to  Sturgis,  and  was  by  him  encouraged. 
Sturgis  proceeded  to  another  quarter,  and  Lyon  toward  DuBois's  battery. 

About  this  time  great  anxiety  began  to  be  felt  for  the  fate  of  Sigel's  command. 
Shortly  after  Lyon's  attack  the  sound  of  battle  had  been  heard  in  the  rear  of 
the  enemy's  line.  It  continued  but  a  short  time,  and  was  renewed  shortly  after- 
ward for  a  very  brief  period  only,  when  it  ceased  altogether.  Sigel  had  pro- 
ceeded to  within  a  mUe  of  the  camps,  and  his  cavalry  had  cut  off  the  enemy's 
small  parties  and  thus  suppressed  information  of  his   coming.     He  then 


MAJOR-GENERAL    JOHN   M.    SCHOFIEI.D.      FR05t   A  PHOTOGRAPH. 


294 


WILSON'S  CREEK,  AND   THE  DEATH  OF  LYON. 


advanced  his  infantiy  toward  the  point 
where  the  by-road  crosses  the  creek,  his 
flanks  supported  by  the  cavah-y  on  the 
right  and  dragoons  on  the  left,  four 
guns  being  placed  on  a  hill  overlooking 
the  tents.  At  about  5:30  a.  m.,  hear- 
ing the  musketry  on  Lyon's  front,  he 
opened  fu-e  with  his  guns,  pushing  his 
infantry  across  the  creek  and  into  the 
lower  camp,  whence  they  had  fled,  over- 
whelmed by  the  suddeimess  of  the  at- 
tack. Sigel  crossed  his  gims  and  pushed 
with  infantry  and  artiUery  forward  a 
short  distance  in  pui'suit,  meeting  vdili 
slight  resistance.  He  advanced  from  his 
flrst  position  near  the  creek,  by  a  road 
west  of  the  deserted  camp,  and  formed 
line  of  battle  in  a  field  between  the 
road  and  the  camp.  Afterward  he 
advanced  to  Sharp's  house.  The  Ar- 
kansaus  and  Texans  retired  to  the 
northward,  fell  in  with  Price's  Missomi 
line,  and  assisted  in  the  fight  against 
Lyon.  Meanwhile  McCulloch  called 
upon  a  battalion  of  mounted  Missouri- 
ans,  and  upon  a  part  of  the  Louisiana 
regiment  which  had  been  confronting 
Plummer  in  the  corn-field,  and  with 
these  attacked  Sigel's  men,  who  were 
in  line  at  Sharij's  farm,  and  di'ove  them 
from  the  field.  When  the  attack  by 
the  Confederates,  from  the  direction  of 
Lyon's  front,  was  made,  the  confusion 
of  Sigel's  men  was  brought  about  by 
the  enfilading  fire  of  Reid's  battery  east 
of  the  creek,  and  by  the  belief  that 
the  infantry  in  their  front  were  friends. 
Sigel  went  back  the  way  he  came  with 
a  i)art  of  his  command,  including  Can-'s 
cavalry.  .Vll  but  the  cavalry,  who  were 
ahead,  were  amlniscaded  and,  for  the 
most  part,  killed  or  captured;  Sigel 
narrowly  escajied  capture.  Colonel  Sal- 
omon with  450  of  the  troops  retreated, 
by  a  detour  to  the  west,  to  the  Little 
York  road,  as  did  also  Lieutenant  Far- 
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raud,  with  the  dragoons.  The  latter,  finding  himself  with  his  company 
alone,  forcibly  detained  a  gnide,  and  made  up  teams  for  one  gun  and  one 
caisson  of  the  abandoned  artillery.  He  was  finally  compelled  to  unhorse 
and  leave  the  caisson,  in  order  to  put  the  animals  to  the  gun.  Thus  by  10 
o'clock  Sigel  was  out  of  the  fight,  and  the  enemy  could  turn  his  whole  force 
upon  Lyon. 

Meantime  a  body  of  troops  was  observed  moving  down  the  hill  on  the  east 
bank  of  Wilson's  Creek  toward  Lyon's  left,  and  an  attack  by  other  troops 
from  that  direction  was  anticipated.  Schofield  deployed  eight  companies  of 
the  1st  Iowa  and  led  them  in  jjerson  to  repel  this.  They  did  so  most  gallantly 
after  a  sanguinary  contest,  effectually  assisted  by  the  fire  from  DiiBois's  bat- 
tery, which  alone  di'ove  back  the  column  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  stream 
before  it  began  a  crossing. 

Lyon,  accompanied  by  an  aide  |  and  his  six  or  eight  orderlies,  followed  closely 
the  right  of  the  Iowa  regiment.  After  proceeding  a  short  distance,  his  atten- 
tion was  called  by  the  aide  to  a  line  of  men  drawn  up  on  the  prolongation  of 
the  left  of  oru'  main  line  and  nearly  perpendicular  to  the  1st  Iowa  as  it  moved 
to  the  eastward.  A  party  of  horsemen  came  out  in  front  of  this  line  of  the 
enemy  and  proceeded  to  reconnoiter.  G-eneral  Price  and  Major  Emmett 
Mac  Donald  (who  had  sworn  that  he  would  not  cut  his  hair  till  the  Confed- 
eracy was  acknowledged)  were  easily  recognized.  General  Lyon  started  as  if  to 
confront  them,  ordering  his  party  to  "  draw  pistols  and  follow"  him,  when  the 
aide  protested  against  his  exposing  himself  to  the  fire  of  the  line,  which  was 
partly  concealed  by  the  mass  of  dense  underbrush,  and  asked  if  he  should 
not  bring  up  some  other  troops.  To  this  Lyon  assented,  and  directed  the 
aide  to  order  up  the  2d  Kansas.  The  general  advanced  a  short  distance, 
joining  two  companies  of  the  1st  Iowa,  left  to  protect  an  exposed  position. 

Colonel  Mitchell  of  the  l2d  Kansas,  near  DuBois's  battery,  sent  his  lieutenant- 
colonel,  Blair,  to  Lyon  to  ask  to  be  put  in  action,  and  the  two  messengers 
passed  each  other  without  meeting.  Lyon  repeated  his  order  for  the  regiment 
to  come  forward.  The  regiment  moved  promptly  by  the  flank,  and  as  it 
approached  Lyon  he  directed  the  two  companies  of  Iowa  troops  to  go  forward 
with  it,  himself  leading  the  column,  swinging  his  hat.  A  murderous  fire  was 
opened  from  the  thick  brush,  the  2d  Kansas  deployed  rapidly  to  the  front 
and  with  the  two  companies  of  the  1st  Iowa  swept  over  the  hill,  dislodging 
the  enemy  and  driving  them  liack  into  the  next  raviiie ;  but  while  he  was  at 
the  head  of  the  column,  and  pretty  nearly  in  the  first  fire,  a  ball  penetrated 
Lyon's  left  breast,  inflicting  a  mortal  wound.  He  slowly  dismounted,  and  as 
he  fell  into  the  arms  of  his  faithful  orderly,  Lehmann,  he  exclaimed,  "  Leh- 
mann,  I  am  kiUed,"  and  almost  immediately  expired.  Colonel  Mitchell  was 
also  severely  wounded  aljout  the  same  time  and  removed  to  the  rear. 

Lieutenant  Gustavus  Schreyer  and  two  of  his  men  of  the  2d  Kansas  bore 
the  body  of  Lyon  through  the  ranks,  Lehmann  bearing  the  hat  and  loudly 
bemoaning  the  death  of  his  chief.  In  the  line  of  file-closers  the  returning  aide 
was  met,  who,  apprehensive  of  the  effect  upon  the  troops,  stopped  the  clamor 

I  The  writer. — Editoes. 
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of  the  ord(n-ly,  oovered  the  general'^  featiu-es  -with  his  coat,  and  had  the  body 
eaiTied  to  a  sheltered  spot  near  DuBois's  batteiy.  >Sui-geoii  Florence  M.  Coruj-n 
was  found  and  called  upon  to  examine  the  lifeless  body  of  the  dead  general, 
and  having  pronounced  life  extinct,  the  aide  went  to  seek  Schofield  and  infoiTu 
him  of  the  calamity.  He  was  met  return- 
ing from  the  successful  charge  he  had 
led,  and  at  once  announced  that  Major 
Sturgis  should  assume  command,  but  vis- 
ited the  remains  of  Lyon  on  his  way  to 
find  Sturgis.  These  were  taken  charge 
of  by  the  aide,  and  conveyed  to  the  field- 
hospital,  where  the  body  was  placed  in  a 
wagon  and  carefully  covered.  Strict  or- 
ders were  given  that  under  no  cii'cum- 
stances  was  the  body  to  be  removed  till 
the  army  retui'ned  to  SiDringfield,  after 
which  the  aide  returned  to  the  front  to 
report  to  Major  Sturgis  for  duty. 

The  engagement  on  different  parts  of 
the  line  lasted  about  half  an  hoiu*  after 
Lyon's  death,  when  the  Confederates  gave 
way,  and  silence  reigned  for  nearly  the 
same  leug-th  of  time.  Many  of  the  senior 
officers  having  been  disabled,  Sturgis  as- 
sumed command,  and  the  principal  officers  were  summoned  for  consultation. 
This  council  and  the  susi^ended  hostilities  were  soon  abruptly  tenninate«l 
hj  the  ajipearance  of  the  Confederates  along  our  entire  fi'ont,  where  the 
troops  had  been  readjusted  in  more  compact  fonn  and  were  now  more 
determined  and  cooler  than  ever.  A  battery  planted  on  a  hill  in  the  front 
began  to  use  shrapnel  and  canister,  a  species  of  ammunition  which,  so  far 
as  I  know,  the  enemy  had  not  filled  before  at  the  ti-oops  who  were  with 
General  Lyon. 

DuBois's  battery  continued  on  the  left  siipported  liy  Osterhaus's  battalion 
and  the  1st  Missouri ;  the  1st  Iowa,  1st  Kansas,  and  the  regular  infantry  sup- 
ported Totten's  battery  in  the  center,  and  the  2d  Kansas  held  the  exti-eme 
right.  With  iiual)ated  ardor  and  impetuosity  the  Oonfedei-ates  assailed  this 
front  and  endeavored  to  gain  the  rear  of  the  right  flank,  but  Totten's  battery 
in  the  center  was  the  main  point  of  assault.  For  the  fii-st  time  diu-ing  this 
bloody  day,  the  entire  line  maintained  its  position  A\ithout  flinching,  the 
inexperienced  volunteers  vicing  with  the  seasoned  regulars  in  tenacity  and 
coolness.  ^  The  flash  and  roar  were  incessant,  and  the  determined  Southrons 
repeatedly  advanced  nearly  to  the  muzzles  of  the  jiieces  of  their  foes,  only  to 

\  This  engagement  is  ooiisidered  one  of  the  se-  fought  upon  American  soil :  seldom  has  a  blooilier 

verest  of  the  war.     Colonel  Snead  (in  "The  Fight  one  been  fought  on  any  modern  field."     Another 

for  Missoiu-i")  says:  "  Never  before  —  considering  participant,   a    Confederate    officer,   described    it 

the  number  engaged — had  so  bloody  a  battle  been  as  "a  mighty  mean-fowt  fight.'" — Editors^ 
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be  hurled  back  before  the  withering  fire  as  from  the  blast  of  a  fm-nace  and  to 
charge  again  with  a  hke  result. 

At  a  moment  when  the  contest  seemed  evenly  balanced,  except  for  the 
overwhelming  numbers  of  the  Confederates  on  the  field,  Captain  Grordon 
Granger,  noted  for  his  daring  and  intrepidity,  rushed  to  the  rear  and  brought 
up  the  supports  of  DuBois's  battery,  hurling  them  upon  the  enemy's  right 
flank,  into  which  they  poured  a  mm'derous,  deadly  volley,  which  created  a 
perfect  rout  along  the  whole  front.\  Oui'  troops  continued  to  send  a  galling 
fire  into  the  disorganized  masses  as  they  fled,  until  they  disajjpeared,  and  the 
battle  was  ended. 

The  order  to  withdraw  was  then  given,  and  DuBois's  battery  with  its  sup- 
ports was  moved  to  a  hill  and  ridge  in  rear  to  cover  the  movement.  Before 
the  withdrawal  of  the  main  body  took  place.  Captain  Granger  and  others 
ui'ged  remaining  on  the  gi'ound,  but  Sturgis  had  received  information  of 
Sigel's  rout,  and  in  view  of  his  depleted,  worn-out  forces  and  exhausted 
ammunition,  persisted  in  a  return  to  Springfield.  The  infantry  and  artillery, 
as  soon  as  Totten's  disabled  horses  were  replaced,  left  the  scene  of  conflict, 
and,  passing  through  the  troops  placed  in  rear,  took  u\)  the  march  for  Spring- 
field. On  reaching  the  Little  York  road,  a  body  of  horsemen  was  seen  to  the 
west,  which  proved  to  be  Lieutenant  Farrand  with  his  dragoons,  leading  in 
a  remnant  of  Sigel's  brigade,  with  the  one  piece  of  artillery  he  had  saved. 
In  his  hand  he  carried  a  captiu'ed  flag,  which  he  trailed  by  his  side.  He  was 
received  with  vociferous,  cheering,  and  became  for  the  time  the  admiration 
of  all,  having  marched  around  both  armies  and  brought  his  command  in  safe,  i^ 

On  reaching  Springfield,  Sturgis  found  that  Sigel  had  arrived  there  half 
an  hour  earlier.  Regarding  him  as  the  senior,  the  command  was  given  over 
to  him.     On  the  following  morning  the  army  withdrew. 

\  In  his  report  Major  Sturgis  gave  gi-eat  praise  the  late  general's  staff,  who  carefully  cared  for  it. 
to  Gordon  Granger,  saying  that  he  was  "now  sight-  The  house  belonged  to  Governor  John  S.  Phelps, 
ing  a  gun  of  DuBois's  battery,  and  before  the  and  as  it  had  been  determined  early  in  the  even- 
smoke  had  cleared  away  sighting  one  of  Totten's ;  ing  that  the  troops  would  take  up  the  retreat  for 
at  one  moment  reeonnoitering  the  enemy,  and  the  RoUa  before  daylight  the  next  morning,  Mrs. 
next  either  bringing  up  reenforcements  or  rallying  Phelps,  a  warm  personal  friend  of  General  Lyon 
some  broken  line.  To  whatever  part  of  the  field  during  his  sojourn  in  the  town,  was  communicated 
I  might  direct  my  attention,  there  would  I  find  with  at  her  home  in  the  country,  and  asked  to  have 
Captain  Granger,  hard  at  work  at  some  important  the  remains  buried  on  her  farm  till  they  could  be 
service." — Editors.  removed.   To  this  she  gladly  consented.   The  body 

i^  About  this  time,  too,  it  was  discovered  that  was  left  in  custody  of  surgeons  who  were  to  remain 
in  order  to  gather  up  the  wounded  on  the  field  behind,  and  the  next  day  Mrs.  Phelps  took  posses- 
the  body  of  General  Lyon  had  been  taken  from  sion  of  it,  and  General  Lyon  was  laid  to  rest  in  her 
the  wagon  in  which  it  was  placed  and  had  been  garden,  just  outside  the  town.  His  body  was  sub- 
left  at  the  field-hospital.  Lieutenant  Canfield  sequently  removed  to  his  home  in  Connecticut  and 
with  his  company  B,  1st  Cavalry,  was  dispatched  buried  with  military  and  civic  honors.— W.  M.W. 
with  a  wagon  to  recover  the  general's  body,  and  Lyon  was  born  in  Ashford,  Conn.,  July  14th, 
the  army  moved  on  into  Springfield,  arriving  ISIS.  He  was  graduated  at  West  Point  in  1841, 
about  5  P.  M.  Lieutenant  Canfield  proceeded  to  and  served  in  the  array  in  Florida  and  in  the  war 
the  battle-field,  and  before  reaching  there  found  with  Mexico.  He  was  brevetted  captain  for  gallant 
the  Confederates  had  returned  and  engaged  in  gath-  conduct  at  Churubuseo  and  Contreras.  From  1849 
ering  their  own  wounded,  and  had  found  General  to  18.53  he  served  in  California,  winning  special 
Lyon's  body.  It  was  delivered  by  the  enemy  and  mention  for  his  services  in  frontier  warfare.  He 
was  brought  into  the  town  to  the  house  occupied  as  served  afterward  in  Kansas,  and  from  that  State  was 
Lyon's  headquarters,  and  was  placed  in  charge  of  ordered  to  St.  Louis  in  January,1861.— Editors. 
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BY  N.  B.  PEARCE,  BRIGADIER-GEXERAL.  C.  S.  A. 


I  STYLE  tlais  shovt  account  of  my  personal  recollections  of  the  battle  of 
"Oak  Hills"  (as  the  Confederates  named  the  engagement)  as  above,  because 
I  was  identified  with  the  State  of  Arkansas  and  her  soldiers.  I  also 
believe  that  subsequent  events,  developed  by  the  i^rominence  of  some  of  the 
commanders  engaged  in  this  fight,  have  had  a  tendency  to  obscm-e  that  just 
recognition  which  the  Arkansas  troops  so  nobly  earned  in  this,  one  of  the  fii-st 
gi-eat  battles  of  our  civil  war. 

The  ninth  day  of  August,  1861,  found  the  Confederate  army  under  (reneral 
Ben.  McCulloch,  camped  on  Wilson's  Creek,  ten  mUes  south  of  Spriugfield, 
in  south-west  Missouri.  It  consisted  of  a  Louisiana  regiment  iinder  Colonel 
Louis  Hel)ert  (a  well-drilled  and  well-equii^ped  organization,  chiefly  from  the 
north  part  of  the  State);  Greer's  Texas  regiment  (mounted);  Chiu'diiirs 
Arkansas  cavalry,  and  Mcintosh's  battalion  of  Arkansas  moimted  rifles 
(Lieutenant-Colonel  Eml>ry),  under  the  immediate  charge  of  the  connnanding 
general ;  General  Price's  command  of  Missoim  State  Guards,  with  Bledsoe's 
and  Guiljor's  Ijatteries,  and  my  tlu'ee  regiments  of  Arkansas  infantry,  with 
Woodruff's  and  Reid's  batteries.  More  than  half  the  Missoiuians  were 
mounted,  and  but  few  of  the  troops  in  the  whole  command  were  well  armed. 
The  army  nnmbered  in  all  about  11,500  men, —  perhaps,  6000  to  7000  of 
whom  were  in  semi-fighting  trim,  and  participated  in  the  battle. 

The  Federal  forces  under  General  Nathaniel  Lyon,  between  5()()0  and  (lOOO 
strong,  occupied  the  town  of  Springfield,  and  General  McCullocli  was  exjiect- 
iug  them  to  advance  and  give  him  battle.  General  McCuUoch's  headquarters 
were  on  the  right  of  the  Springfield  road,  east  of  Wilson's  Creek,  ratlu-r  in 
advance  of  tlie  center  of  the  camp.  General  Price  occupied  a  position 
immediately  west,  and  in  the  valley  of  the  creek,  with  his  connnand  mostly 
north  of  the  Springfield  road.  I  had  established  my  headquartei-s  on  the 
heights  east  and  south  of  Wilson's  Creek  and  the  S]u-ingfield  road,  with  my 
forces  occupying  the  elevated  gi-ound  immediately  adjacent. 

Detailed  reports  as  to  the  striMigth  and  movements  of  Lyon's  i-ommand 
were  momentarily  expected,  through  spies  sent  out  by  General  Price,  as 
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McCulloeh  relied  upon  the  native  Missourians  to  furnish  such  knowledge; 
but  it  was  not  untO.  late  in  the  afternoon  that  two  "loyal"  ladies  succeeded 
in  passing  out  of  the  Federal  lines,  by  permission  of  Gleneral  Lyon,  and, 
coming  in  a  cii'cuitous  route  by  Pond  Springs,  reached  General  Piiee's  head- 
quarters with  the  desired  information.  General  McCulloeh  at  once  called  a 
council  of  war  of  the  principal  officers,  where  it  was  decided,  instead  of  wait- 
ing for  the  enemy,  to  march  with  the  whole  command,  at  9  o'clock  that 
night,  and  attack  General  Lyon  at  Springfield.  As  soon  as  the  orders  of 
General  McCuUoeh  had  been  properly  published  by  his  adjutant-general, 
Colonel  Mcintosh,  the  camp  was  thrown  into  a  ferment  of  suppressed 
excitement.  It  was  ordered  that  the  advance  be  made  in  three  divisions, 
under  the  separate  commands  of  General  Price,  Adjutant-General  Mcintosh, 
and  myself.  The  scene  of  preparation,  immediately  following  the  orders  so 
long  delayed  and  now  so  eagerly  welcomed  by  the  men,  was  pictui-esque  and 
animating  in  the  exti'eme.  The  question  of  ammunition  was  one  of  the  most 
important  and  serious,  and  as  the  Ordnance  Department  was  imperfectly 
organized  and  poorly  supplied,  the  men  scattered  about  in  grou.ps,  to  impro- 
\'ise,  as  best  they  could,  ammunition  for  their  inefficient  arms.  Here,  a  gToup 
would  be  molding  bullets — there,  another  crowd  dividing  percussion -caps,  and, 
again,  another  gTouj)  fitting  new  flints  to  theu*  old  muskets.  They  had  little 
thought  then  of  the  inequality  between  the  discipline,  arms,  and  accouterments 
of  the  regular  LTnited  States  troojjs  they  were  soon  to  engage  in  battle,  and 
theii"  own  homely  movements  a.nd  equipments.  It  was  a  new  thing  to  most 
of  them,  this  regular  way  of  shooting  by  word  of  command,  and  it  was,  per- 
haps, the  old-accustomed  method  of  using  rifle,  musket,  or  shot-gun  as  game- 
sters or  marksmen  that  won  them  the  battle  when  pressed  into  close  quarters 
with  the  enemy.  AIL  was  expectancy,  and  as  the  time  sped  on  to  9 
o'clock,  the  men  became  more  and  more  eager  to  advance.  What  was  then* 
disappointment  when,  as  the  hour  finally  arrived,  instead  of  the  order  to 
march,  it  was  announced  that  General  McCulloeh  had  decided,  on  account  of 
a  threatened  rain,  which  might  damage  and  destroy  much  of  their  ammuni- 
tion, to  postpone  the  movement.  The  men  did  not  "  sulk  in  their  tents,"  but 
rested  on  their  arms  in  no  amiable  mood.  This  condition  of  uncertainty  and 
susi^ense  lasted  weU  through  the  night,  as  the  commanding  officers  were 
better  informed  than  the  men  of  the  risks  to  be  encountered,  and  of  the  prob- 
able result,  in  case  they  should  make  an  aggi-essive  fight  against  disciplined 
forces  when  only  half  prepared.  Daybreak,  on  the  10th  of  August,  found 
the  command  stiU  at  Wilson's  Creek,  cheerlessly  waiting,  many  of  the  troops 
remaining  in  position,  in  line  of  march,  on  the  road,  and  others  returning  to 
camp  to  prepare  the  morning  meal. 

Perhaps  it  was  6  o'clock  when  the  long-roll  sounded  and  the  camp  was 
called  to  arms.  A  few  minutes  before  this.  Sergeant  Hite,  of  my  body-guard, 
dashed  up  to  my  headquai-ters,  breathless  with  excitement,  hatless,  and  his 
horse  covered  with  foam,  exclaiming  hurriedly,  "  General,  the  enemy  is  eom- 
ing ! "  "  Wliere  I  "  said  I,  and  he  pointed  in  the  direction  of  a  spring,  up  a 
ravine,  where  he  had  been  for  water.     He  had  been  fired  at,  he  said,  by  a 
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picket  of  some  troops  advancing  on  the  right  flank.  I  ordered  the  sergeant 
to  ride  in  haste  to  General  McCulloch  -vrith  this  infomiation,  and  proceeded 
to  place  my  command  in  position.  I  was  the  better  enabled  to  do  this  with- 
out delay,  because  I  had  on  the  day  before,  with  Colonel  R.  H.  Weightman, 
made  a  careful  reconnoissance  of  the  ground  in  the  direction  from  which  the 
enemy  was  said  to  be  approaching.  The  colonels  commanding  were  imme- 
diately notified,  and  the  regiments 
were  formed  and  posted  so  as  to  meet 
his  advance.  Captain  Woodrulf's  Lit- 
tle Rock  (Ai'k.)  batteiy  was  ordered 
to  occupy  a  hill  commanding  the 
road  to  Springfield,  and  the  3d  Ar- 
kansas Infantry  (Colonel  John  R. 
Gratiot)  was  ordered  to  su2:)port  him. 
I  placed  Captain  Reid's  Fort  Smith 
(Ark.)  battery  on  an  eminence  to 
command  the  approaches  to  our  right 
and  rear,  and  gave  him  the  5th  Ar- 
kansas Infantry  (Colonel  T.  P.  Doek- 
ery)  as  a  sujsport.  I  then  advanced 
the  4th  Ai'kansas  Infantry  (Colonel 
J.  D.  Walker)  north  of  this  battery 
to  watch  the  approach  down  the 
ravine,  through  which  Sergeant  Hite 
had  reiDorted  that  the  enemy  was 
coming.  Thus,  the  Arkansas  troojis 
under  my  command  had  aU  been 
placed  in  favorable  position,  ready  for  action,  within  a  very  short  time  after 
the  first  alarm. 

Wlaile  these  events  were  taking  place  under  my  immediate  notice,  General 
McCulloch  had  been  actively  making  disposition  of  the  troops  more  nearly 
opposed  to  the  first  advance  of  the  enemy,  under  General  Lyon.  He  had 
posted  the  3d  Louisiana  Infantry  (Colonel  Heliert)  and  Mcintosh's  "Jd 
Arkansas  Rifles  (dismounted)  to  meet  the  earliest  demonstration  from  the 
du'ection  of  Springfield.  General  Price  had  also  been  industriously  engaged 
in  placing  his  troops  to  intercept  the  advancing  foe.  General  Rains's  (Mis- 
souri) command  had  the  honor  of  giving  the  first  reception  to  the  main  col- 
umn under  General  Lyon.  He  was  ably  supported  by  the  gallant  Missouri 
generals.  Slack,  McBride,  Parsons,  and  Clark,  with  their  resi>ective  In-igades. 
The  fighting  at  this  junetm-e  —  perhaps  about  7  o'clock  —  was  confined  to 
the  corn-field  north  of  Wilson's  Ci-eek,  where  the  Louisiana  infantry,  with 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Embry's  2d  Arkansas  Mounted  Rifles  (dismounted),  all 
under  the  immediate  command  of  Colonel  Mcintosh,  etfectually  charged  and 
drove  back  the  enemy.  Sinuiltaneously  the  battle  opened  farther  west  and 
south  of  Wilson's  Creek,  wliere  the  ^lissouri  tviM^ps  were  attacked  by  the  main 
column  or  right  wing  of  the  enemy.     Totten's  (Federal)  battery  was  pushed 
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forward,  and  took  its  fli'st  position  on  the  side  of  Oak  Hill,  north  of  where  the 
main  fight  afterward  took  place.  I  had  directed  Captain  Woodrnff,  who  was 
posted  within  easy  range,  to  give  attention  to  Totteu,  and  the  two  batteries  were 
soon  engaged  in  a  hvely  artillery  duel,  being  weU  matched  in  skill  and  mettle. 
Lieutenant  Weaver,  of  Woodruff's  battery,  was  killed,  and  4  of  Totten's  men 
were  killed  and  7  wounded  in  this  engagement.  General  Lyon's  right,  although 
it  had  gained  a  temporary  advantage  in  the  early  morning  by  surprising 
the  Missourians,  was  roughly  handled  when  they  had  recovered  themselves. 
They  were  reeuforced  by  Chiu'chill's  regiment,  which  had  moved  up  from  the 
extreme  right,  and  the  battle  raged  several  hours  while  they  held  their  ground. 
At  this  juncture  a  gallant  charge  was  made  by  Greer's  and  Carroll's  mounted 
regiments  on  Totten's  battery,  but  it  was  not  a  complete  success,  as  the 
gunners  tui-ned  about  and  recovered  their  gams. 

In  the  early  morning,  perhaps  simultaneously  with  the  advance  of  Lyon, 
General  Sigel,  commanding  the  left  column  of  the  advance  from  Springfield, 
came  upon  oiu*  right  and  rear,  first  attacking  Colonel  Churchill's  camp,  as  the 
men  were  preparing  for  breakfast,  obliging  them  to  retreat  to  an  adjacent 
wood,  where  they  were  formed  in  good  order.  The  surprise  resulted  from  the 
movement  of  the  night  before,  when  pickets  had  been  withdrawn  that  were 
not  re-posted  in  the  morning.  Sigel  did  not  wait  for  a  fight,  however,  birt 
advanced  to,  and  had  his  battery  uulimbered  near,  the  Fayetteville  road,  west 
of  Wilson's  Creek,  opposite  and  within  range  of  Reid's  battery  as  it  was  then 
in  position  as  originally  placed.  Before  he  had  discovered  us,  and  perhaps  in 
ignorance  of  our  position,  Eeid  attacked  him,  under  my  personal  orders  and 
supervision.  Sigel's  movement  was  a  bold  one,  and  we  really  could  not  teU, 
on  his  tu'st  appearance  (there  having  been  no  fight  with  Churchill),  whether 
he  was  friend  or  foe.  An  accidental  gust  of  wind  having  iinfurled  his  flag, 
we  were  no  longer  in  doubt.  Reid  succeeded  in  getting  his  range  accurately, 
so  that  his  shot  proved  very  effective.  At  this  juncture,  General  McCulloch 
in  person  led  two  companies  of  the  Louisiana  infantry  in  a  charge  and  capt- 
ured five  of  the  guns.iir  General  Sigel  was  himself  in  command,  and  made  vain 
attempts  to  hold  his  men,  who  were  soon  in  fuU  retreat,  back  over  the  road 
they  came,  pursued  by  the  Texas  and  Missouri  cavalry.  This  was  the  last  of 
Sigel  for  the  day,  as  his  retreat  was  continued  to  Springfield.  As  a  precau- 
tion, however,  not  knowing  how  badly  we  had  defeated  Sigel,  I  immediately 
posted  the  4th  Arkansas  Infantry  (Colonel  Walker)  along  the  brow  of  the  hiU, 
commanding  the  road  over  which  he  had  fled,  which  regiment  remained  on 
duty  until  the  battle  was  over. 

There  seemed  now  to  be  a  lull  in  the  active  fighting ;  the  bloody  contest  in 
the  corn-field  had  taken  place ;  the  fight  "  mit  Sigel "  had  resulted  satisfac- 
torily to  us,  but  the  troops  more  immediately  opposed  to  General  Lyon  had 
not  done  so  well.  General  Price  and  his  Missouri  troops  had  borne  the  brunt 
of  this  hard  contest,  but  had  gained  no  ground.     They  had  suffered  heavy 

■5!^  General  MeCulloeli's  report  says:  "  When  we  and  soon  the  Louisianians  were  gallantly  charging 

arrived  near  the  enemy's  battery  we  found  that  among  the  guns  and  swept  the  cannoneers  away. 

Eeid's  battery  had  opened  upon  it,   and  it  was  Five  guns  were  here  taken." 
already  in  confusion.     Advantage  was  taken  of  it, 
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losses,  and  were  running  short  of  ammunition.  I  had  watched  anxiously  for 
signs  of  victory  to  come  from  the  uoitli  side  of  the  creek,  but  Totten's  bat- 
tery seemed  to  belch  forth  with  renewed  rigor,  and  was  advanced  once  or 
twice  in  its  position.  The  line  of  battle  on  our  left  was  shortening,  and  the 
fortunes  of  war  appeared  to  be  sending  many  of  our  gallant  officers  and  soldiei-s 
to  their  death.  There  was  no  de- 
moralization— no  signs  of  wavering 
or  retreat,  but  it  was  an  hoiu*  of  gi-eat 
anxiety  and  suspense.  No  one  then 
knew  what  the  day  would  bring  forth. 
As  the  sun  poured  down  upon  our 
devoted  comrades,  poised  and  rest- 
ing, as  it  were,  between  the  chapters 
of  a  mighty  struggle  not  yet  com- 
pleted, the  stoutest  of  us  almost 
weakened  in  our  anxiety  to  know  the 
outcome. 

Just  at  this  time,  General  Lyon 
appeared  to  be  massing  his  men  for 
a  final  and  decisive  movement.  I 
had  been  relieved  of  Sigel,  and  Eeid's 
battery  was  inactive  because  it  could 
not  reach  Totten.  This  was  fortu- 
nate, for  my  command,  in  a  measure 
fresh  and  enthusiastic,  was  about 
to  embrace  an  opportunity — such  a 
one  as  will  often  win  or  lose  a  battle — by  throwing  its  strength  to  the 
weakened  line  at  a  ci'itical  moment  and  winning  the  day.  Colonel  Mcin- 
tosh came  to  me  from  Greneral  McCuUoch,  and  Captain  Greene  from  General 
Price,  urging  me  to  move  at  once  to  theii'  assistance.  General  Lyon  was 
in  possession  of  Oak  Hill ;  his  lines  were  foi^ward,  his  batteries  aggivs- 
sive,  and  his  charges  imi^etuous.  The  fortunes  of  the  day  were  balanced 
in  the  scale,  and  something  must  be  done  or  the  battle  was  lost.  My  men 
were  eager  to  go  forward,  and  when  I  led  the  3d  Arkansas  Infantry  (Colonel 
G]'atiot)  and  the  right  wing  of  the  5th  Arkansas  Infantry  (Lieutenant-Colonel 
Neal)  across  the  creek,  and  pushed  rapidly  up  the  hill  in  the  face  of  the  enemy, 
loud  cheers  went  i;p  from  our  expectant  friends  that  betokened  an  enthusiasm 
which,  no  doubt,  helped  to  win  the  fight.  Colonel  ^Iclntosh,  with  two  pieces 
of  Eeid's  battery,  and  -^-ith  a  part  of  Dockery's  5th  Arkansas  Infantry,  sup- 
ported my  right ;  the  Federal  forces  occupied  two  lines  of  battle,  reaohiug 
across  the  crest  of  Oak  Hill ;  and  at  this  juncture  oiu-  troops  in  front  were 
composed  of  the  Missouri  forces,  under  General  Pi-ice  (occupying  the  center) ; 
Texas  and  Louisiana  troops,  under  (xeneral  ^IcCullocli  (on  the  right),  and 
my  forces  thrown  forward  (on  the  left),  when  a  combined  advanci'  was  ordered 
by  General  McCulloch.  This  proved  to  be  the  decisive  engagement,  and  as 
volley  after  volley  was  poured  against  our  lines,  and  our  gallant  boys  were 
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cut  down  like  grass,  those  who  survived  seemed  to  be  nerved  to  greater  effort 
and  a  determination  to  win  or  die.  At  about  this  time  (11:30  a.m.)  the  first 
line  of  battle  before  us  gave  way.  Our  boys  charged  the  second  line  with  a 
yell,  and  were  soon  in  possession  of  the  field,  the  enemy  slowly  withdrawing 
toward  Springfield.  This  hour  decided  the  contest  and  won  for  us  the  day. 
It  was  in  our  front  here,  as  was  afterward  made  known,  that  the  brave  com- 
mander of  the  Federal  forces.  General  Lyon,  was  killed,  gallantly  leading  his 
men  to  what  he  and  they  supposed  was  victory,  but  which  proved  (it  may  be 
because  they  were  deprived  of  his  enthusiastic  leadership)  disastrous  defeat. 
In  the  light  of  the  present  day,  even,  it  is  difficult  to  measure  the  vast  results 
had  Lyon  lived  and  the  battle  gone  against  us. 

General  McCulloch,  myself,  and  our  staft'-officers  now  grouped  ourselves 
together  upon  the  center  of  the  hiU.  Woodruff's  battery  was  again  placed  in 
position,  and  Totten,  who  was  covering  the  retreat  of  Sturgis  (who  had 
assumed  command  of  the  Federal  forces  after  the  death  of  General  Lyon), 
received  the  benefit  of  his  parting  shots.  "We  watched  the  retreating  enemy 
through  our  field-glasses,  and  were  glad  to  see  him  go.  Our  ammunition  was 
exhausted,  our  men  undisciialined,  and  we  feared  to  risk  pursuit.  It  was  also 
rumored  that  reenforcements  were  coming  to  the  Federal  army  by  forced 
marches,  but  it  was  found  the  next  day  that  the  disaster  to  the  retreating 
army  was  greater  than  we  had  supposed,  and  a  few  fresh  cavalry  troops  could 
doubtless  have  followed  and  captured  many  more  stragglers  and  army  stores. 
Next  day  the  enemy  evacuated  Springfield,  and  Price,  with  his  Missoiiri 
troops,  occupied  it,  and  had  his  supplies  and  wounded  moved  to  that  point. 

The  Arkansans  in  this  battle  were  as  brave,  as  chivalrous,  and  as  successful 
as  any  of  the  troops  engaged.  They  bore  out,  on  many  a  hard-fought  field 
later  on  in  the  struggle,  the  high  hopes  built  upon  their  conduct  here. 

The  body  of  the  army  remained  at  Springfield  tant  one  to  take.  General  Price  left  Springfield  on 
until  the  beginning  of  General  Price's  march  upon  the  25th  of  August,  dispersed  Lane's  forces  at 
Lexington,  on  the  25th  of  August.  A  few  days  Drywood,  September  2d,  and  reached  Warrensburg 
after  the  battle  Pearee's  brigade  of  Arkansas  mili-  in  pursuit  of  Colonel  Peabody  at  daybreak,  Sep- 
tia  was  disbanded  on  the  expiration  of  their  term  temberlOth;  Peabody  getting  into  Lexington  first, 
of  enlistment.  General  McCulloch  moved  west-  Price,  after  a  little  skirmishing  with  Mulligan's 
ward  with  his  own  brigade,  and  then  to  Maysville,  outpost,  bivouacked  within  213  miles  of  Lexington. 
Arkansas,  being  influenced  in  his  return  by  the  In  the  morning  (12th)  Mulligan  sent  out  a  small 
general  tenor  of  his  instructions  from  the  Confed-  force  which  burnt  a  bridge  in  Price's  path.  Price 
erate  Government  to  avoid,  if  possible,  operating  then  crossed  to  the  Independence  Road,  and 
in  the  State  of  Missouri,  which  had  not  seceded,  waited  for  his  infantry  and  artillery.  These  came 
General  Price,  upon  being  informed  of  his  decision,  up  in  the  afternoon,  and  Price  then  advanced  to- 
issued  an  order  re-assuming  command,  and  the  ward  Lexington,  and  drove  Mulligan  behind  his 
operations  in  the  State  which  followed,  including  defenses.  There  was  a  little  skirmishing  in  a 
the  capture  of  Lexington,  were  conducted  with  corn-field  and  in  a  cemetery  through  which  Price 
Missouri  troops  alone.  At  this  time  the  Federal  advanced,  and  in  the  streets  of  Lexington,  where 
troops  held  the  Missouri  river  by  a  cordon  of  mili-  he  opened  upon  Mulligan  with  7  pieces  of  artil- 
tary  posts.  The  object  of  this  line  was  to  prevent  lery.  Price's  movement  into  Lexington  in  the  af- 
the  crossing  of  the  river  by  the  secessionists  of  ternoon  of  September  12th  was  only  a  reconnois- 
north  Missouri,  who,  to  the  number  of  5000  or  sanee  in  force.  Toward  dark  he  retii-ed  to  the  Pair 
6000,  were  armed  and  organized  and  desirous  of  Ground,  and  waited  for  his  trains  to  come  up,  and 
Joining  the  army  of  General  Price  in  south-west  for  reenforcements  that  were  hurrying  to  him  from 
Missouri.  To  break  this  blockade  became  the  ob-  all  directions,  including  Harris's  and  Green's  com- 
jeet  of  General  Price.  Of  the  four  Federal  posts,  mands  from  north  of  the  Missoiu-i.  The  invest- 
Jefferson  City,  Boonville,  Lexington,  and  Kansas  ment  of  Mulligan's  position  was  made  as  shown  on 
City,  Lexington  was  the  easiest  and  most  impor-  the  map,  page  309. —  Editors. 
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/^N  August  9th,  1861,  the  day  before  the  battle  the  valley  beyond.    Moving  on,  we  suddenly  found 

^^  at  Wilson's  Creek,*  my  brigade,  consisting  of  ourselves  near  a  hill,  from  which  we  gained  a  full 

the  3d  and  5th  Missouri  Infantry,  commanded  re-  view  of  the   camp.     We  baited  a  few  moments, 

spectively  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Anselm  Albert  when  I  directed  four  pieces  of  our  artillery  to  take 

and  Charles  E.  Salomon,  and  two  batteries  of  artil-  position  on  the  top  of  the  hill,  commanding  the 

lery,  each   of   4   pieces,   under  the  command   of  camp,  while  the  infantry,  with  the  other  two  pieces 

Lieutenants  Sohaefer  and  Sehuetzenbach,  was  en-  and  preceded    by  Lieutenant   Farrand's   cavalry 

camped  on  the  south  side  of  Springfield,  near  the  company,  continued  its  march  down  the  road  to 

Yokermill  road.     On  our  right  was  encamped  the  the  crossing  of  Wilson's  Creek. 

1st  Iowa  Infantry,  a  regiment  clad  in  militia  gray.  It  was  now  .5:30  a.  m.     At  this  moment  some 

The  bulk  of  General  Lyon's  forces  were  on  the  musket-firing  was  heard  from  the  north-west,  an- 

west  side  of  the  city.     During  the  morning  I  sent  nouncing  the  approach  of  General  Lyon's  troops  ; 

a  staff-officer  to  General  Lyon's  headquarters  for  I  therefore  ordered  the  four  pieces  to  open  fire 

orders,  and  on  his  return  he  reported  to  me  that  against  the  camp,  which  had  a  "stirring"  effect 

a  forward  movement  would  take  place,  and  that  we  on   the    enemy,   who  were   preparing  breakfast. 

must  hold  ourselves  in   readiness  to  march  at  a  The   surprise  was    complete,  e.xcept  that  one  of 

moment's  warning  directly  from  our  camp,  toward  the  enemy's  cavalrymen   made   good  his  retreat 

the  south,  to  attack  the  enemy  from  the  rear.     I  from  Lieutenant  Farrand's  dragoons  and  took  the 

immetliately  went  to  General  Lyon,  who  said  that  news  of  our  advance  to  the  other  side  (General 

we  would  move  in  the  evening  to  attack  the  enemy  Pearce's  headquarters).     I  became  aware  of  his 

in  his  position  at  Wilson's  Creek,  and  that  I  was  to  escape,  and  believing  that  no  time  should  be  lost 

be  prepared  to   move  with  my  brigade ;  the   1st  to  lend  assistance  to  our  friends,  we  crossed  Wil- 

lowa  would  join  the  main  column  with  him,  while  son's   Creek,   took  down  the   fences    at    Dixon's 

I  was  to  take  the  Yokermill  (Forsyth)  road,  then  farm,  passed  through  it   and  crossed  Terrel  (or 

turn  toward  the  south-west  and  try  to  gain  the  en-  Tyrel)  Creek.     (See  map.  page  290.)     Not  know- 

emy's  rear.     At  my  request,  he  said  that  he  would  ing  whether  it  would  be  possible  to  bring  all  our 

procure  guides  and  some  cavalry  to  assist  me  ;  he  pieces  along,  I  left  the  four  pieces  on  the  hill,  with 

would   also  let  me  know  the   exact  time  when  I  a  support  of  infantry,  and  continued  our  march 

should  move.     I  then  asked  him  whether,  on  our  until  we  reached  the  south  side  of  the  valley,  which 

arrival  near  the  enemy's  position,  we  should  attack  extends  northward  to  Sharp's  house,  about  3000 

immediately  or  wait  until  we  were  apprised  of  the  paces,  and  from  west  to  east  about  1000.     We 

fight  liy  the  other  troops.     He  reflected  a  moment  took  the  road  on  the  west  side  of  the  valley,  along 

and  then  said  :  "'  Wait  until  you  hear  the  firing  on  the  margin  of  the  woods,  and  within  a  fence  run- 

our  side.''     The  conversation  did  not  last  longer  niug  nearly  parallel  with  the  open  fields, 

than  about  ten  minutes.   Between  4  and  5  o'clock  During  this  time  a  large  body  of  the  enemy's 

in  the  afternoon  I  received  the  order  to  move  at  cavalry,  about  0500  strong,   was  forming  across 

6:30  P.M.    At  6  o'clock  two  companies  of  cavalry,  the  valley,  not  far  distant  from  its  northern  ex- 

under  Captain  Eugene  A.  Carr   and  Lieutenant  tremity ;  I  therefore   halted   the   column   on  the 

Charles  E.  Farrand,  joined  us,  also  several  guides,  road,  sent  for  the  four  pieces   left  on   the  other 

My  whole  force  now  consisted  of  8  companies  of  side  of  the  creek,  and.  as  soon  as  their  approach 

the  3d  and  9  companies  of  the  5th  Missouri  (912  was  reported  to  me,  I  directed  the  head  of  our 

men),  6  pieces  of  artillery  (85  men),  and  the  2  column  to  the  right,  left  the  road,  and  formed  the 

companies  of  cavalry  (121), —  in  all,  1118  men.  troops  in  line  of  battle,  between  the  road  and  the 

Precisely  at  G  :  30  o'clock  the  brigade  moved  out  enemy's  deserted  camp. —  the  infantry  on  the  left, 

of  its  camp  ;  after  following  the  Yokermill  road  for  the  artillery  on  the  right,  and  the  cavalry  on  the 

about  five   miles  we  turned  south-west  into  the  extreme  right,  toward  Wilson's  Creek.     A  lively 

woods,  and  foimd  our  way,  with  difficulty,  to  a  point  cannonade   was  now   opened   against   the    dense 

south  of  the  enemy's  camp,  where  we  arrived  be-  masses  of  the  hostile  cavalry,  which  lasted  about 

tween  11  and  12  o'clock  at  night.   There  we  rested,  twenty  minutes,  and  forced  the  enemy  to  retire  in 

It  was  a  dark,  cloudy  night,  and  a  drizzling  rain  be-  disorder  toward  the  north  and  into  the  woods.  We 

gan  to  fall.     So  far  no  news  of  our  movement  had  now  turned   back  into  the  road.  and.  advancing, 

reached  the  enemy's  camp,  as  the  cavalry  in  ad-  made  our  way  through  a   number  of  cattle  near 

vance  had  arrested  every  person  on  the  road,  and  Sharp's  house,  and  suddenly  struck  the  Fayette- 

put  guards  before  the  houses  in  its  neighborhood.  ville  road,  leading  north  to  that  part  of  the  battle- 

Atthefirstdawnof  day  we  continued  our  advance  field  on  which  General  Lyon's  troops  were  engaged, 

for  abcut  a  mile  and  a  half,  the  cavalry  patrols  in  We  were  now  on  the  principal  line  of  retreat  of  the 

front  capturingfortymeu  who  had  strolled  into  our  enemy,  and  had  arrived  there  in  perfect  onier  and 

line  while  looking  for  food  and  water,  and  who  said  discipline.     Vp  to  this  time  we  had  made  fifteen 

that  twenty  reginuMits  of  Missouri,  Arkansas,  and  miles,  had  iieen  constantly  in  motion,  had  had  a  suo- 

Louisiana  troops  were  encamped  not  far  distant  in  cessful  engagement,  and  the  troops  felt  encouraged 
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by  what  they  had  accomplished.  It  is,  therefore, 
totally  false,  as  rumor  had  it  after  the  battle,  that 
"  Sigel's  men"  gave  themselves  up  to  plundering 
the  camp,  became  scattered,  and  were  for  this 
reason  surprised  by  the  "  returning  enemy." 

When  we  had  taken  our  position  on  the  plateau 
near  Sharp's,  a  cannonade  was  opened  by  me 
against  a  part  of  the  enemy's  troops,  evidently 
forming  the  left  of  their  line,  confronting  Lyon,  as 
we  could  observe  fi-om  the  struggle  going  on  in  that 
direction.     The  firing  lasted  about  30  minutes. ) 

Suddenly  the  firing  on  the  enemy's  side  ceased, 
and  it  seemed  as  if  we  had  directed  our  own  fire 
against  Lyon's  forces.  I  therefore  ordered  the 
pieces  to  cease  firing.  Just  at  this  time  —  it  was 
between  9  and  10  o'clock  —  there  was  a  hdl  in  the 
fight  on  the  north  side,  and  not  a  gun  was  heard, 
while  squads  of  the  enemy's  troops,  unarmed,  came 
streaming  up  the  road  from  Skegg's  Branch 
toward  us  and  were  captured.  Meanwhile  a  part 
of  McCulloch's  force  was  advancing  against  us  at 
Sharp's  farm,  while  Reid's  battery  moved  into  po- 
sition on  the  hill  east  of  Wilson's  Creek,  and  oppo- 
site our  right  flank,  followed  by  some  cavalry. 

All  these  circumstances  —  the  cessation  of  the 
firing  in  Lyon's  front,  the  appearance  of  the  ene- 
my's deserters,  and  the  movement  of  Reid's  artil- 
lery and  the  cavalry  tovard  the  south  —  led  us  into 
the  belief  that  the  enemy's  forces  were  retreating, 
and  this  opinion  became  stronger  by  the  report  of 
Dr.  Meleher,  who  was  in  advance  on  the  road 
to  Skegg's  Branch,  that  "  Lyon's  troops "  were 
coming  up  the  road  and  that  we  must  not  fire. 
So  uncertain  was  I  in  regard  to  the  character  of 
the  approaching  troops,  now  only  a  few  rods  dis- 
tant, that  I  did  not  trust  to  my  own  eyes,  but  sent 
Corporal  Tod,  of  the  3d  Missouri,  forward  to  chal- 
lenge them.  He  challenged  as  ordered,  but  was 
immediately  shot  and  killed.  I  instantly  ordered 
the  artillery  and  infantry  to  fire.  But  it  was 
too  late  —  the  artillery  fii'ed  one  or  two  shots,  but 
the  infantry,  as  thougli  paralyzed,  did  not  fire  ;  the 
3d  Louisiana,  which  we  had  mistaken  for  the  gray- 
clad  1st  Iowa,  rushed  up  to  the  plateau,  while 
Bledsoe's  battery  in  front  and  Reid's  from  the 
heights  on  our  right  flank  opened  with  canister  at 
point-blank  against  us.  As  a  matter  of  precaution 
I  had  during  the  last  moment  brought  four  of 
our  pieces  into  battery  on  the  right  against  the 
troops  on  the  hill  and  Reid's  battery ;  but  after 
answering  Reid's  fire  for  a  few  minutes,  the  horses 
and  drivers  of  three  guns  suddenly  left  their  posi- 
tion, and  with  their  caissons  galloped  down  the 
Fayetteville  road,  in  their  tumultuous  flight  carry- 
ing panic  into  the  ranks  of  the  infantry,  which 
turned  back  in  disorder,  and  at  the  same  time  re- 
ceived the  fire  of  the  attacking  line. 

On  our  retreat  the  right  wing,  consisting  mostly 
of  the  3d  Missouri  Infantry  and  one  piece  of  artil- 
lery, followed  the  road  we  came,  while  the  left 

)  Colonel  Graves,  commanding  the  First  Brigade,  Mo. 
State  Guards,  says  in  his  report:  "  Colonel  Eosser,  com- 
manding the  1st  Regiment  and  Fourth  Battalion,  with 
Captain  Bledsoe's  artillery,  being  stationed  on  the  ex- 
treme left,  was  attacked  by  Colonel  Sigel's  battery,  and 
his  menexposed  to  adeadly  fire  for  thirty  minutes." — F.S. 
VOL.  I.    20 


wing,  consisting  of  the  5th  Missouri  Infantry  and 
another  piece,  went  down  the  Fayetteville  road, 
then,  tui'ning  to  the  right  (north-west),  made  its 
way  toward  Little  York  and  Springfield ;  on  its 
way  the  latter  column  was  joined  by  Lieutenant 
Farrand's  cavalry  company.  Colonel  Salomon  was 
also  with  this  column,  consisting  in  all  of  about 
450  men,  with  1  piece  and  caisson.  Irejnained  with 
the  right  wing,  the  3d  Missouri,  which  was  consid- 
erably scattered.  I  re-formed  the  men  during  their 
retreat  into  4  companies,  in  all  about  250  men,  and, 
turning  to  the  left,  into  the  Fayetteville  road,  was 
Joined  by  Captain  Carr's  company  of  cavalry.  Alter 
considering  that,by  following  the  left  wing  toward 
Little  York,  we  might  be  cut  off  from  Springfield 
and  not  be  able  to  join  General  Lyon's  forces,  we 
followed  the  Fayetteville  road  until  we  reached  a 
road  leading  north-east  toward  Springfield.  This 
road  we  followed.  Captain  Carr,  with  his  cavalry, 
was  leading;  he  was  instructed  to  remain  in  ad- 
vance, keep  his  flankers  out,  and  report  what 
might  occur  in  front.  One  company  of  the  3d 
Missouri  was  at  the  head  of  our  little  column  of 
infantry,  followed  by  the  piece  of  artillery  and  two 
caissons,  behindthem  the  remainder  of  the  infantry, 
the  whole  flanked  on  each  side  by  skirmishers.  So 
we  marched,  or  rather  dragged  along  as  fast  as  the 
exhausted  men  could  go,  until  we  reached  the  ford 
at  James  Fork  of  the  White  River.  Carr  had  al- 
ready crossed,  but  his  cavalry  was  not  in  sight ;  it 
had  hastened  along  without  waiting  for  us  ;  3^  a 
part  of  the  infantry  had  also  passed  the  creek  ;  the 
piece  and  caissons  were  just  crossing,  when  the 
rattling  of  musketry  announced  the  presence  of 
hostile  forces  on  both  sides  of  the  creek.  They 
were  detachments  of  Missouri  and  Texas  cavalry, 
under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Major,  Captains  Mabry 
and  Russell,  that  lay  in  ambush,  and  now  pounced 
upon  our  jaded  and  extended  column.  It  was  in 
vain  that  Lieutenant-Colonel  Albert  and  myself 
tried  to  rally  at  least  a  part  of  them  ;  they  left  the 
road  to  seek  protection,  or  make  good  their  escape 
in  the  woods,  and  were  followed  and  hunted  down 
by  their  pursuers.  In  this  chase  the  greater  part  of 
our  men  were  Idlled,  wounded,  or  made  prisoners, 
among  the  latter  Lieutenant-Colonel  Albert  and 
my  orderly,  who  were  with  me  in  the  last  moment 
of  the  affray.  I  was  not  taken,  probably  because 
I  wore  a  blue  woolen  blanket  over  my  uniform  and 
a  yellowish  slouch-hat,  giving  me  the  appearance 
of  a  Texas  Ranger.  I  halted  on  horseback,  pre- 
pared for  defense,  in  a  small  strip  of  corn-field  on 
the  west  side  of  the  creek,  while  the  hostile 
cavalrymen  swarmed  around  and  several  times 
passed  close  by  me.  When  we  had  resumed  our 
way  toward  the  north-east,  we  were  immediately 
recognized  as  enemies,  and  pursued  by  a  few 
horsemen,  whose  number  increased  rapidly.  It  was 
a  pretty  lively  race  for  about  six  miles,  when  our 
pursuers  gave  up  the  chase.     We  reached  Spring- 

%  Colonel  Carr  says  in  his  official  report :  "  It  Is 
a  subject  of  regret  with  me  to  have  left  Lini  [Sigel] 
beliind,  but  I  supposed  all  the  time  that  he  was  close 
behind  me  till  I  got  to  the  creek,  and  it  would  have  done 
no  good  for  my  company  to  have  been  cut  to  pieces 
also."— Editors. 
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field  at  4  :  30  in  the  afternoon,  in  advance  of  Stur- 
gis,  who  with  Lyon's  troops  was  retreating  from 
the  battle-field,  and  who  aiTived  at  Springfield,  as 
he  says,  at  5  o'clock.  The  circumstance  of  my 
arrival  at  the  time  stated  gave  rise  to  the  insinua- 
tion that  I  had  forsaken  my  troops  after  theii'  re- 
pulse at  Sharp's  house,  and  had  delivered  them  to 
their  fate.  Spiced  with  the  accusation  of  "  plun- 
der," this  and  other  falsehoods  were  repeated  be- 
fore the  Committee  on  the  Conduct  of  the  War,  and 
a  letter  defamatory  of  me  was  dispatched  to  the 
Secretary  of  War  (dated  February  1-ith,  1862, 
six  months  after  the  battle  of  Wilson's  Creek;. 
I  had  no  knowledge  of  these  calumnies  against  me 
until  long  after  the  war,  when  I  found  them  in  print. 


In  .support  of  my  statements,  I  would  direct  at- 
tention to  my  own  reports  on  the  battle  and  to  the 
Confederate  reports,  especially  to  those  of  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Hyams  and  Captain  Vigilini,  of  the 
3d  Louisiana  ;  also  to  the  report  of  Captain  Carr, 
in  which  he  frankly  states  that  he  abandoned  me 
immediately  before  my  column  was  attacked  at 
the  crossing  of  James  Fork,  without  noti/j-ing 
me  of  the  approach  of  the  enemy's  cavalry.  I 
never  mentioned  this  fact,  as  the  subsequent 
career  of  General  Carr,  his  cooperation  with  me 
during  the  campaigns  of  General  Fremont,  and 
his  behavior  in  the  battle  of  Pea  Ridge  vindi- 
cated his  character  and  ability  as  a  soldier  and 
commander. 


\ 


THE   OPPOSING   FORCES   AT   WILSON'S   CREEK,   MO. 

The  composition  a.m\  losses  of  each  army  as  ]ieie  stated  ^'ive  the  gist  of  all  the  ilata  obtainable  in  the  official  records. 
K  stands  for  killed  ;  w  for  wounded ;  in  w  mortally  wounded ;  ra  for  captured  or  missing  ;  c  for  captured.— Editoes. 

COMPOSITION  AND  LOSSES  OF  THE  UNION  ARJIY. 

Brig.-Gen.  Natliauicl  Lyon  (i),  Major  .Samuel  D.  Sturgis. 


First  Brifjade,  Jliijor  Samuel  D.  Sturfris:  Eesfiilar  Bat- 
talion (B,  C,  and  D,  Ist  Infantry  and  Wood's  company 
Rifle  Eecruitf),  Capt  Joseph  B  Plummcr;  Batt.alion  2d 
Mo.  Infantry,  JIajor  P.  J.  Osterliaus ;  F,  2d  U.  S.  Arty., 
Capt.  James  Totten  ;  Kansas  Hangers,  Capt.  S.  N.  Wood ; 
B,  Ist  U.  S.  Cavalry,  Lieut.  Charles  W.  C'anfleld.  Second 
Briffude,  Lieut-Col.  George  L.  .\u(lre%v8 :  Regular  Bat- 
talion (B  and  E,  2(1  Infantry,  Lothr<ip*s  ronipiiny  Geuei'al 
Servici'  Rci'i-uifK,  ami  Mnrini>'«  (■(nupaiiy  Rifle  Recruits), 
Capt.  Freilrrick  .'^tcelc;  DuBois'8  Battery  <iiu]>ro\"ised). 
Lieut.  John  V.  DuBois;  1st  Mo.  Infantry.  Lieut-Col. 
Geo.  L.  Andrews.   T/iird  Brigade,  Col.  Geo.  W.  Dcitzler : 


Ist  Kansas,  Col.  Geo.  W.  Deitzler  (wi.  Major  J.  \  Haider- 
man;  2d  Kansas,  Col.  E.  B.  .MitolieU  (wi.  Lieut.-CoL  Chas. 
W.  Blair,  ifissoiiri  Volittiteers.  Second  Brigadf,  Colonel 
Franz Sig.l :  3d  Mo.,  Lieut.-Col.  Auselm  Albert  :  5th  JIo  . 
Col.  C.  E.  Salomon ;  I.  let  U.  S.  Cavalry.  Capt.  Eugene 
A.  Carr;  C,  2d  U.  S.  Dragoons.  Lieut.  C.  E.  Farrand; 
Backof's  Mo.  Art.v.  idetaohnienti,  laeuten.anis  G.  A. 
Schaefer  and  Edward  Sehuetzeni>aeh.  Vnattached  Or- 
ffani:nlions :  1st  Iowa  Infautrj,  Lieut.-CoI.  William  H. 
Merritt ;  Wright's  and  Switzler's  Mo.  Home  Guard  Cav- 
alry; detachment  D,  1st  U.  S.  Cavalry:  Mo.  Pioneers, 
Capt  J.  D.  Voerster. 


The  Union  loss,  as  officially  reported,  was  223  killed,  721  wounded,  and  201  missing,—  total.  1235.* 
COMPOSITION   AND   LOSSES   OF   THE  CONFEDERATE   ARMY. 

Brig-Gen.  Ben.  McCuUoeh. 


Missouri  St.\te  Guard,  Major-Gen.  Sterling  Price. 
Rains's  Division.  Brig.-Gen.  James  S.  Rains.  First  Bri- 
gade. Col.  R.  H.  Weightman  (ni  wi.  Col.  John  E.  Graves  : 
1st  Infantry,  Lieut.-Col.  Thomas  H.  Rosser;  3d  Infantry. 
Col.  Edgar  V.  Hurst;  4th  Int.antry  (l);ittalionl.  Major 
Thomas  H.  Murray;  5th  Infantry,  Col.  J.J.  Clarkson ; 
Graves's  liifiiiitry.  Col.  John  R.  Graves,  Major  Brashear; 
Bledsoe's  liattery,  Capt.  Hiram  Bledsoe.  Serninl  Bri- 
gade, Col.  Cawthon  (ni  w).  [Composition  of  brigade  not 
given  in  the  official  records.)  Parsons's  Brigade.  Brig.- 
Gen.  M.  M.  Parsons :  Kelly's  Infantry,  Col.  Kelly  (wi ; 
Brown's  Cavalry,  Col.  Ben.  Brown  (kl ;  Guibor's  Battery. 
Capt.  Ilonry  Guibor.  Clark's  Division,  Brig.-Gen.  John 
B.  Clark  :  Bin-bridge's  Infantry,  Col.  J.  Q.  Burbridge 
(w),  Ma^ior  .lohu  B.  Clark,  Jr. ;  1st  Cavalry  (battalion!. 
Lieut.-Col.  J.  P.  Major.  Slack's  Division.  Brig.-Gen.  W. 
Y.  Slack  (w) :  Hughes's  Infantry,  Col.  John  T.  Hughes; 


Thornton's  Infantry  (battalion),  Mi\jor  J.  C.  Thornton; 
Eives's  Cavalry,  Col.  B.  A.  Rives.  McBrede's  Drvisios. 
Brig.-Gen.  James  H.  McBride :  Wiugo's  Infantry :  Fos- 
ter's Infantry.  Col.  Foster  (w);  Campliell's  Cavalry, 
Capt.  Campbell. 

Arkansas  Forces,  Brig.-Gen.  X.  B.  Pearee,  1st  Cav- 
alry, Col.  De  Eosey  Carroll ;  Carroll's  Company  Cavalry. 
Capt.  Charles  A.  CaiToU:  3<1  Infjintry.  Col.  John  15. 
Gratiot;  4th  Infantry,  Col.  J.  D.  Walker:  5th  Infantry. 
Col.  roiu  P.  Doi'kcry ;  Woodruff's  Battery,  Capt.  W.  E. 
Woodruff;  Reid's  Battery.  Capt.  J.  G.  Reid. 

McCCLLOCU'S  Brk-.ade:  1st  Ark.  Mounted  Riflemen, 
Col.  T.  J.  Churchill:  2d  Ark.  Mounted  Riflemen.  Col. 
James  Molntosli.  Liout.-Col.  B.  T.  Euihry ;  Arkans:)s 
Infantry  (battalion).  Lieut.-Col.  Dandridge  McRao: 
South  Kansas-Texas  Mounti-d  Regiment,  Col.  E.  Greer; 
3d  La.  Infantry.  Col.  Louis  Hebert. 


The  Confederate  loss,  as  officially  reported,  was  26.^  killed,  (fOO  wounded,  and  30  missing,—  total,  KWS.* 


STRENGTH  OF  THE  OPPOSING  FORCES. 


The  Uni(ni  forces  are  estimated  fi'oni  official  returns 
at  r,im  (with  lo  guns).  Of  these  ins  were  with  Sigel  and 
3sn  mounted  reserve.  The  Confeilerale  forces  are  more 
dillieult  to  estimate,  but  Colonel  Snead.  General  Price's 
ad,iiitant-gcneral  during  the  battle,  gives  in  his  volume. 


•■  The  Fight  for  Missouri "  (Cliarles  Scrihner's  Sons),  the 
following  estin:ato.  which  is  doubtless  as  near  the  facts 
as  it  is  possible  to  get:  Price's  force  Missouri  Stale 
Guanli,  .Wil ;  ^IcCuUoch'sbrig;ide.2720.  and  Peancc's  hri- 
g.adc.  a'M4.—  total.  10.17.-.  (with  l.i  giuis). 


*  NOTK.—  Colonel  Riie.iil,  witli  lumsual  facilities  for  nscrl  taining  tlie  fiuM.-i.  cives  llio  losses  as  follows  :  I'nioii.  ik\  S.'v''  ; 
(w),  873:  (m),  ISfi. -total.  1317.  Coafeilerate,  (k).  27!);  (w),  051.— total,  12S0.  Tin-  Cnlon  reports  do  not  incliulo  O.stor- 
liana's  battaliou,  which  lost  (k),  10 :  (w),  40 :  anil  give  Sigol's  Ia9.s  at  '26  less  than  Colonel  Sucad's  ostiniate.—  EnrroKS. 
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BY    COLONEL    JAMES    A.    MULLIGAN. 


ON  the  night  of  the  30th  of  August,  1861,  as  the  "  Irish  Brigade"  ( 23d  lUinois 
Volunteers)  lay  encamped  just  outside  of  Jefferson  City,  Mo.,  I  received 
orders  to  report  to  General  Jefferson  C.  Davis,  commanding  in  the  town. 
On  doing  so,  I  was  informed  by  General  Davis  that  the  cavalry  regiment  of 
Colonel  Thomas  A.  Marshall,  which  had  left  for  the  South-west  some  days 
before,  had  reached  Tipton,  where  it  was  hemmed  in  by  the  enemy,  and 
could  neither  advance  nor  retiu-n,  and  that  he  wished  me  to  go  to  Tipton, 
join  Colonel  Marshall,  take  command  of  the  combined  forces,  cut  my  way 
through  the  enemy,  go  to  Lexington,  and  hold  it  at  all  hazards. 

The  next  morning  the  "  Irish  Brigade  "  started  with  forty  rounds  of  ammu- 
nition and  three  days'  rations  for  each  man.  We  marched  for  nine  days 
withoiit  meeting  an  enemy,  foraging  upon  the  country  for  support.  We 
reached  Tipton,  but  found  neither  Colonel  Marshall  nor  the  enemy,  and  we 
I3assed  on  to  a  j^leasant  spot  near  Lexington  where  we  prepared  for  our  entry 
into  the  city.  The  trouble  was  not  so  much  the  getting  into  Lexington  as  the 
getting  out.  At  Lexing-ton  we  found  Colonel  Marshall's  cavalry  regiment  and 
about  350  of  a  regiment  of  Home  Guards.  On  the  10th  of  September  we 
received  a  letter  from  Colonel  Everett  Peabody,  of  the  13th  Missouri  Regi- 
ment, saying  that  he  was  retreating  from  Warrensbru'g,  34  miles  distant, 
and  that  the  rebel  General  Price  was  in  fuU  piu'suit  with  an  army  of  10,000 
men.    A  few  hours  later  Colonel  Peabody  joined  us. 

There  were  then  at  this  post  the  "  Irish  Brigade,"  Colonel  Marshall's  Illinois 
cavalry  regiment  (full).  Colonel  Peabody's  regiment,  and  a  part  of  the  Uth 
Missom-i — in  all   about  2780  men,  with  one  six-poiinder,  |  forty  rounds  of 


)  Reprinted,  with  revision,  from  newspaper  re- 
ports of  a  lecture  by  Colonel  Mulligan,  who  was 
killed  during  the  war  (see  page  313).  In  cer- 
tain important  particulars,  the  text  has  been 
altered  to  free  it  from  clearly  demonstrable  er- 
rors.—  Editors. 


^  Doubtless  an  accidental  mistake.  Colonel  Mul- 
ligan had  7  six-pounders  (Waldsehmidt,  2  ;  Adams, 
3,  and  Pirner,  2) ;  Pirner  also  had  2  brass  mor- 
tars for  throwing  six-inch  spherical  shells,  of  which 
he  had  but  40,  which  were  soon  exhausted.  The 
Confederate  artillery  consisted  of  16  guns  in  five 
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ammunition,  and  but  few  rations.  We  then  dispatched  a  courier  to  Jefferson 
City  to  inform  General  Da^^s  of  our  condition,  and  to  pray  for  reenforcements 
or  even  rations,  whereupon  we  would  hold  out  to  the  last.  At  noon  of  the 
11th  we  commenced  throwing  up  intrenchments  on  College  Hill,  an  eminence 
overlooking  Lexington  and  the  broad  Missomd.  All  day  long  the  men  worked 
untiringly  with  the  shovel.  That  evening,  but  six  or  eight  hours  after  we  had 
commenced,  our  pickets  were  driven  in  and  intimation  was  given  that  the 
enemy  were  upon  us.  Colonel  Peabody  was  ordered  out  to  meet  them,  and 
two  six-pounders  were  planted  in  a  position  to  command  a  covered  bridge 
by  wliich  the  enemy  were  obliged  to  enter  the  town.  It  was  a  night  of 
f  eai-f ul  anxiety ;  none  knew  at  what  moment  the  enemy  would  be  upon  our 
devoted  little  band,  and  the  hours  passed  in  silence.  TVe  waited  mitil  the 
morning  of  the  12th,  vigilantly  and  without  sleep,  when  a  messenger  iTLshed 
in,  saying,  "  Colonel,  the  enemy  are  pushing  across  the  bridge  in  ovei"whelm- 
ing  force."  "With  a  glass  we  could  see  them  as  they  came.  General  Price 
riding  up  and  down  the  lines,  ui'ging  his  men  on.  Two  companies  of  the 
Missoui'i  13th  were  ordered  out,  and,  with  Company  K  of  the  Iiish  Brigade, 
quickly  checked  the  enemy,  di'ove  him  back,  burned  the  bridge,  and  gallantly 
ended  their  work  before  breakfast. 

The  enemy  now  made  a  detoiu',  and  approached  the  town  once  more,  by 
the  Independence  road.  Six  comi^anies  of  the  Missoiui  1.3th  and  the  lUiuois 
Cavahy  were  ordered  out,  and  met  them  in  the  Lexington  Cemetery,  just 
outside  the  town,  where  the  fight  raged  furiously  over  the  dead.  We  suc- 
ceeded in  keejiing  the  enemy  in  check,  and  in  the  mean  time  the  work  with 
the  shovel  went  bravely  on  until  we  had  thrown  uji  breastworks  three  or 
four  feet  high. 

At  3  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  the  engagement  opened  with  ailillery.  A 
volley  of  gi'ape  from  the  enemy  was  dii'ected  at  a  gi'oup  of  oui*  officers  who 
were  outside  the  breastworks.  Om*  men  retiu-ned  the  voUey.  The  contest 
raged  about  an  horn-  and  a  half,  when  we  had  the  satisfaction,  by  a  lucky  shot, 
of  knocking  over  the  enemy's  l)ig  gun,  exploding  a  powder  caisson,  and  other- 
wise doing  much  damage.  The  fight  was  continued  until  dusk,  and,  as  the 
moon  rose,  the  enemy  retired  to  camp  in  the  Fair  Groimd,  two  miles  away, 
and  Lexington  was  oiu  own  again. 

On  Friday,  the  13th,  though  a  drenching  rain  had  set  in,  the  work  of 
throwing  up  intrenchments  went  on,  and  the  men  stood  almost  knee-<leep 
in  mud  and  water,  at  theu'  work.  We  had  taken  the  basement  of  the  Masonic 
College,  a  Iniilding  from  which  the  eminence  took  its  name;  powder  was 
obtained,  and  the  men  commenced  making  cartridges.  A  foundry  was  fitted 
up,  and  150  rounds  of  shot  —  grape  and  canister  —  were  cast  for  each  of  our 
six-pounders. 

liattevips,  as  follows  :    Blpdsoc,  \  f;niis  ;   Cluirt'liill  not  iiuMudo  in  his  estimate  citlior  liis  oflicors  or  the 

01ark,2;  Guibor,  4  ;  Kelly,  4;  Kneisloy,  2. — ("His-  body  of  Ilome  Guanas  who  assisted  in  the  defense, 

tory  of  Lafayette  Connty,  Missoviri.'')  Colonel  Siiead  states  positively  that,  .ss  adjiitant- 

The  lack  of  agreement  between  the  nnmbers  of  general  of  the  Missouri  troops,  he  paroled  aTwut 

the  Union  forces  as  here  stated,  and  as  given  by  Col-  3500   prisoners.      Among  these  may  have  been 

onel  Snead  on  page  "273,  is  aoeounted  for  by  the  many  not  reckoned  as  effectives  by  Colonel  MuUi- 

latter  on  the  supposition  that  Colonel  Mulligan  did  gan. — Editors. 
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Captnin  Joeepli  A.  'WUsou,  of  Lexington,  tbus  describes  the  Union  posi- 
tion: "  Tlie  college  is  on  a  blulT  about  200  feet  above  low-water  mark,  and 
from  15  to  30  feet  higher  than  North  or  Main  street.  Third  street  runs  along 
the  top  of  the  bluflf.  Close  to  and  surrounding  the  college  building  was  a 
rectangular  fort  of  sods  and  earth  about  12  feet  thick  and  12  feet  high  ;  with 
bastions  at  the  angles  and  embrasures  for  guns.  At  a  distance  of  200  to 
800  feet  was  an  irregular  line  of  earthworks  protected  by  numerous  trav- 
erses, occasional  redoubts,  a  good  ditch,  trous-de-loup,  wires,  etc.,  etc.  StiU 
farther  on  the  west  and  north  were  rifle-pits.  The  works  would  have  re- 
quired 10.000  or  16.000  men  to  occupy  them  fully.  All  the  ground  from  the 
fortifications  to  the  river  was  then  covered  with  scattering  timber.  The 
spring  just  north  and  outside  of  fortifications,  was  in  a  deep  wooded  ra- 
vine, and  was  the  scene  of  some  sharp  skirmishing  at  night,  owing  to  the 
attempts  of  the  garrison  to  get  water  there  when  their  cisterns  gave  out." 

Explanation  of  the  Diagram  of  the  Hospital  Position :  "  a  is  the  Anderson  house  or  hospital ;  6  a  smaller  bricl£ 
house  back  of  it;  c  an  outlying  low  earthwork,  projecting  down  nearly  into  the  ravine,  represented  by  the  dotted 
line,  while  the  inclosed  earthwork  was  built  up  around  the  head  of  the  ravine,  as  shown  by  the  plain  line ;  d  the 
sally-port  in  the  earthworks,  about  one  hundred  yards  from  the  hospital ;  e  a  canal-like  carriageway  leading 
up  to  the  house,  and  in  which  the  sharp-shooters  lay  secure,  only  about  eighty  feet  from  the  front  door  of  the 
hospital ;  the  brackets  represent  Federal  picket-guard  stations  with  a  little  dirt  thrown  up  for  iffotectlon ;  the 
dotted  line  sss  shows  deep  gorge  or  ravine  which  was  full  of  Confederate  sharp-shooters." 

Sunday  liad  now  arrived.  We  had  found  no  provisions  at  Lexington,  and 
our  2700  men  were  getting  short  of  rations.  Father  Thaddeus  J.  Butler,  our 
chajilain,  celebrated  mass  on  the  hillside,  and  all  were  considerably  strength- 
ened and  encouraged  by  Ms  words,  and  after  services  were  over  we  went  back 
to  work,  actively  casting  shot  and  stealing  provisions  from  the  inhabitants 
round  about.  Our  pickets  were  all  the  time  skirmishing  with  the  enemy, 
while  we  were  making  preparations  for  defense  against  the  enemy's  attack, 
which  was  expected  on  the  morrow. 

At  9  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  18th  the  enemy  were  seen  approach- 
ing. The  Confederate  force  had  been  increased  to  18,000  men  with  16  jjieces 
of  cannon.  They  came  as  one  dark  moving  mass,  their  gams  beaming  in 
the  sun,  theu*  banners  waving,  and  their  drums  beating  —  everywhere,  as 
far  as  we  could  see,  were  men,  men,  men,  approaching  gi'andly.  Oiu-  earth- 
works covered  an  area  of  about  eighteen  acres,  surrounded  by  a  ditch,  and 
protected  in  front  by  what  were  called  "  confusion  pits,"  and  by  mines.  Our 
men  stood  firm  behind  the  breastworks,  none  trembled  or  paled,  and  a  solemn 
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1M£    HOSPITAL.  THE    COLL£G£.    rOOMTiNC    SOoTm. 

THE  BATTLE  OF  LEXINGTON,  MO.,  AS   SEEN   FROM  GENERAL  PARSONS'  POSFTION.      AFTER  A  CONTEMPORART   DRAWING. 

silence  i3revailed.  As  Father  Butler  weut  roimd  among  them,  they  asked  his 
blessing,  received  it  with  uncovered  heads,  then  tm-ned  and  sternly  cocked 
their  muskets. 

The  enemy  ojjeued  a  terrible  fh'e  with  their  cannon  on  all  sides,  which  we 
answered  with  determination  and  sjiirit.  Oiu'  spies  had  brought  inteUigeuce, 
and  had  aU  agreed  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  enemy  to  make  a  gi-and 
rush,  overwhelm  us,  and  bmy  us  in  the  trenches  of  Lexington. 

At  noon,  word  was  brought  that  the  enemy  had  taken  the  hospital.  We 
had  not  fortified  that ;  it  was  situated  outside  the  iiitreuchments.  and  I  had 
supi30sed  that  the  little  Avhite  flag  was  suflieient  jtrotection  for  the  woimded 
and  dying  soldiers  who  had  finished  their  serWce  and  were  powerless  for  liai'm. 
The  hospital  contained  our  chaplain,  our  surgeon,  and  a  number  of  wounded. 
The  enemy  took  it  wdthout  opposition,  filled  it  \\\t\\  their  sharp-sliootei-s.  and 
from  every  window,  every  door,  from  the  scuttles  in  the  roof,  poured  right 
into  our  intrenchmeuts  a  deadly  drift  of  lead.  ,\.  company  of  the  Home 
Guards,  then  a  company  of  the  Missouri  14th,  were  ordered  to  retake  the 
hospital,  but  refused.  The  Montgomery  Guards,  a  company  of  the  Irish 
Brigade,  was  then  ordered  out.  Their  captain  admonished  them  to  iij^liold 
the  gallant  name  they  bore,  and  the  order  was  given  to  charge.  The  distance 
across  the  plain  from  tlie  intrenclunents  to  tlic  liosjiital  was  about  eighty 
yards.     They  started ;  at  fii-st  quick,  then  double-quick,  then  on  a  nm,  then 
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faster.  Still  the  deadly  fire  poui'ed  into  their  ranks.  But  on  they  went ;  a 
wild  fine  of  steel,  and,  what  is  better  than  steel,  irresistible  human  will. 
They  reached  the  hospital,  burst  open  the  door,  without  shot  or  shout,  ixntU. 
they  encountered  the  enemy  within,  whom  they  hurled  out  and  sent  tiying 
down  the  hill.  ^ 

Om'  surgeon  was  held  by  the  enemy,  although  we  had  released  the  Con- 
federate surgeon  on  his  mere  pledge  that  he  was  such.  It  was  a  horrible  thing 
to  see  those  brave  fellows,  mangled  and  wounded,  without  skillful  hands  to 
bind  their  ghastly  wounds ;  and  Captain  David  P.  Moriarty,  who  had  been  a 
physician  in  civil  life,  was  ordered  to  lay  aside  his  sword  and  go  into  the 
hospital.  He  went,  and  through  all  the  siege  worked  among  the  wounded 
with  no  other  instrument  than  a  razor.  Our  supply  of  water  had  given  out 
and  the  scenes  in  the  hospital  were  fearful  to  witness,  wounded  men  suffering 
agonies  from  thu'st  and  in  thek  frenzy  wrestling  for  the  water  in  which 
the  wounded  had  been  bathed.  \ 

On  the  morning  of  the  19th  the  firing  was  resumed,  and  continued  all  day. 
Our  officers  had  told  the  men  that  if  they  could  hold  out  until  the  19tli  we 
should  certainly  be  reenforced,  and  all  through  that  day  the  men  watched 
anxiously  for  the  appearance  of  the  friendly  flag  under  which  aid  was  to 
reach  them,  and  listened  eagerly  for  the  sound  of  friendly  cannon.  But  they 
looked  and  listened  in  vain,  and  all  day  long  they  fought  without  water,  their 
parched  lips  cracking,  their  tongues  swollen,  and  the  blood  running  down 
their  chins  when  they  bit  their  cartridges  and  the  saltpeter  entered  their  blis- 
tered lips.     But  not  a  word  of  mnrmui'ing. 

The  morning  of  the  20th  broke,  but  no  reenforcements  had  come,  and  still 
the  men  fought  on.  -^     The  enemy  appeared  that  day  with  an  artifice  which 

^  The  Union  force  held  the  building  an  hour  or  erals  had  no  military  right  to  expect  that  a  strategic 

two,  when  they  were  again  dislodged.     In  regard  position  so  important  to  their  opponents  ae  the  Auderson 

i,,  .  f  .,     1         -i  ^  I,    ii,    n     c  J       4.  house  and  premises  manifestly  were,  would  or  should  he 

to  the  capture  of  the  hospital  by  the  Confederates,  j^jt  j^  ^^j^j  possession  merely  hecause  they  had  seen  fit 

and  to  its  recapture  by  the  Union  forces,  we  find  to  use  some  partof  it  tor  hospital  purposes.  Nevertheless, 

the  following  in  the  "History  of  Lafayette  County,  that  first  false  scent  has  been  followed  and  harked  after 

Missouri"    (St.  Louis :  Missouri   Historical   Com-  for  twenty  years  — the  Federals  erroneously  claiming 

pany,  1881),  a  work  which,  in  its  treatment  of  the  ""^  ""Justiflable  attack  on  the  hospital,  and  the  Coufed- 

.  „  T       •      i  1  ., -i      .  1-   ,.i  T  crates  erroneously  elaimmg  that  they  were  first  fired 

siege  of  Lexington,    exhibits   impartiality   and   a  „^  ^y  Federals  from  inside  the  building,  and  that  for 

painstaking  research,  the  more  valuable  by  reason  thai  reason  the  attack  was  made."  Editors. 

of  the  meagerness  of  the  official  reports  of  the        ,^  ^f^^^  ^^^  investment,  the  Union  forces  being 

engagement :  entirely  cut  off  from  the  river, ' '  Marshall's  cavalry- 

"This  hospital  matter  has  been  much  animadverted  jj^en  and  some  of  the  teamsters  had  watered  their 

upon  by  partisan  writers  ou  both  sides.      Colonel  Mulli-  ,  j.     /?  ^i,       •  i  i.  ^i  ^^  i  ii 

gan  assumed  that  the  Confederates  were  guilty  of  a  ''°'^^^«  °"*  "^  ^^"^  Cisterns  at  the  college,  and  there 

breach  of  civilized  warfare  in  firing  on  a  hospital ;  and,  ^^^.s  but   little  water   left,   what  there  was  being 

consequently,  when  his  men  retook  the  building,  having  muddy.     Two  springs  at  the  foot  of  the  bluffs  — 

this  belief  firmly  fixed  in  their  mmds,  they  gave  no  one  on  the  north   and   one    on   the   south  —  were 

quarter,  but  killed  every   armed  man  caught  in  the  closely   guarded  by   the   enemy.     .     .     .     One  of 

building.  Some  of  the  minor  Confederate  ofBcers  seemed  „  ,        ,  i^-   ,,.         ,  .  ,     „  i,      ,     j.^-, 

to  labor  under  the  same  Impression,  and  (•lainied,  as  an  Colonel  Mulligan's  men,  m  an  account  of  the  battle, 

excuse  or  justification  for  the  capture,  that  the  Fi-dniils  said:     'On   the   morning   of    the    19th   it   rained 

had  fired  upon  them  from  inside  the  iHiildiiig:  but  this  heavily    for     about     two    hours,    saturating    our 


blankets,  which  we  wrung  out  into  our  canteens 


liositively  denied  at  the  time  by  the  surgeon,  Dr 

Conic  y,  and  tlic  luicst.  Father  Butler,  wlio  were  in  the  „        j   ■    i-       ii>  /<itt-   t  ^   t    c        ^^      n        j. 

hoHpital,  and   by  Major  M,.,t,   Mr.  H.  linuthman,   and  ^"^   drinkiiig'"  ("History    of   Lafayette    County, 

others,  still  living  in  Lexiugtou,  who  Avere  at  the  time  Missouri "  ). — Editors. 

in  that  part  of  the  intrenchment  nearest  the  hospital.         jy  No  reenforcements  reached  Colonel  Mulligan, 

But,  aside  from  this,  the  official  report  of  General  Harris,  ni,«t  ji         v         i,-  oj. 

made  at  the  time,  shows  th.at  there  was  no  such  reas.m  '"^""^^  ^^^O'ts  were  made  to  relieve  him.    Septem- 

for  the  capture;  but  that  it  was  deliberately  planned  ^er  16th,  bturgis  with  1100  men,  but  without  ar- 

and  ordered  as  a  rightful  military  movement.   The  Fed-  tillery  or  cavalry,  was  ordered  by  General  Pope  to 
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was  destined  to  overreach  us  and  secure  to  them  the  possession  of  our 
intrenchments.  They  had  constructed  a  movaVjle  breastwork  of  hemp  bales, 
rolled  them  before  their  lines  up  the  hill,  and  advanced  under  this  cover. 
All  oiu"  efforts  could  not  retard  the  advance  of  these  bales.  Round-shot  and 
bullets  were  poured  against  them,  l)ut  they  would  only  rock  a  little  and  then 
settle  back.  Heated  shot  were  fii-ed 
with  the  hope  of  setting  them  on  fire, 
but  they  had  been  soaked  and  would 
not  bm-n.  Thus  for  hours  the  fight 
continued,  J  Om-  cartridges  were  now 
nearly  used  up,  many  of  oiu-  brave 
fellows  had  fallen,  and  it  was  evident 
that  the  fight  must  soon  cease,  when 
at  3  o'clock  an  orderly  came,  saying 
that  the  enemy  had  sent  a  flag  of 
truce.  With  the  flag  came  a  note 
from  General  Price,  asking  "  why  the 
filing  had  ceased."  I  returned  it,  with 
the  reply  written  on  the  back,  "  Gen- 
eral, I  hardly  know,  imless  you  have 
surrendered."  He  at  once  took  pains  - 
to  assui'e  me  that  this  was  not  the 
case.  I  then  discovered  that  the  ma- 
jor of  another  regiment,  in  spite  of 
orders,  had  raised  a  white  flag. 

Om-  ammxmition  was  about  gone. 
We  were  out  of  rations,  and  had  been 
without  water  for  days,  and  many  of 
the  men  felt  like  gi\'ing  up  the  post,  which  it  seemed  impossible  to  hold 
longer.  They  were  ordered  back  to  the  breastworks,  and  told  to  use  up  all 
their  powder,  then  defend  themselves  as  best  they  could,  biit  to  hold  then* 
place.     Then  a  council  of  war  was  held  in  the  college,  and  the  question  of 
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proceed  from  Macon  City  for  the  purpose.  He  did 
so,  but  his  messenger  to  Mulligan  being  intercepted 
by  General  Price,  the  latter,  on  the  1 9tli,  dispatched 
a  force  of  3000  men  or  more  under  General  Par- 
sons and  Colonel  Congreve  Jackson  across  the 
river  to  repel  Sturgis's  advance,  then  within  fifteen 
miles  of  Lexington.  Stui'gis,  being  informed  of 
Mulligan's  situation,  retreated  to  Fort  Leaven- 
worth. Parsons  recrossed  the  river  and  took  part 
in  the  fighting  diu-ing  the  afternoon. — Editors. 

\  There  are  many  claimants  for  the  credit  of 
having  first  suggested  the  hemp-bale  strategy. 
General  Harris's  official  report  says  : 

"  I  diroctod  tlic  1>ji1ch  to  be  wet  in  the  river  to  protect 
tllein  :ry:;ntist  the  e;lsu:illies  of  lire  of  our  troops  juul  of 
tile  enemy,  lull  it  w.iH  Koon  found  tliat  tile  Avettilis.'  so 
iii!iterl;illy  ineroji.sed  Ihe  weiirlit  as  l«t  prevent  our  men. 
in  their  exhausted  eoinlilioii.  from  roUiiif;  if  to  the  crest 
of  tlie  hill.  I  linn  iidopled  the  iden  of  wettiuff  the  hemp 
after  it  had  beeu  trimsiiorted  to  itsiHisitiou." 


As  to  the  date  of  the  use  of  these,  which  is  given 
both  by  Colonel  JInlligan  an<l  by  Colonel  Snead 
as  the  morning  of  the  20th,  we  quote  the  follow- 
ing circumstantial  account  from  the  official  report 
of  Colonel  Hughes : 

"Ou  the  mornins  of  the  19tli.  wc  aroso  from  our 
■  liivouac  ■  upon  the  hilU  to  renew  tlio  att.'iok.  This  <iay 
we  continued  the  fls^htim:  visnirously  all  da,v.  holdinir 
possession  of  the  liospital  liulldiufrs.  and  throwinjr  hirer 
wiues  from  liotli  sides  of  the  house,  Imilt  <tp  of  bale.*  of 
hemp  saturated  with  water,  to  keei>  theiu  friuu  taking 
Are.  These  portable  lienip-balcs  won>  oxtendwt.  like  the 
wings  of  a  partridiro  net,  so  as  to  oover  and  protect 
several  huudnd  uioii  at  a  time,  and  a  most  terrible  ajid 
^alliug  and  deadly  fin>  was  kept  tip  from  them  uiwn  the 
works  of  the  enemy  by  my  men.  I  di\-ide<i  my  forci*s 
intoreliefs  and  kept  some  three  hundtvdof  thorn  pmirine 
in  a  heavy  tire  ineess;intly  upon  the  enemy.  svippl,vins 
the  places  of  the  weary  with  fn>.sh  trooiws.  On  the  nlpht 
of  the  19th  we  euhii-RiHl  and  advaneol  our  defensive 
works  very  near  to  the  enomyV  intronohments.  and  at 
daybreak  ojiencd  upon  their  Uue  with  most  fatal  effect," 

Editors. 
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surrender  was  put  to  the  officers,  and  a  ballot  was  taken,  only  two  out  of  six 
votes  being  cast  in  favor  of  fighting  on.  Then  the  flag  of  truce  was  sent  out 
with  our  sui'render. 


Colonel  Snead  (see  page  262)  writes  us  as 
follows  in  regard  to  the  oircumstanees  of  the 
surrender : 

"  The  siUTender  of  Lexinstou  was  negotiated  ou  the 
part  of  Culonel  Mulligan  by  Colonel  Marshall  of  the  1st 
nUnois  Cavalry,  and  on  the  part  of  General  Price  by 
me.  We  met  inside  of  the  Union  lines.  Of  course  I 
demanded  the  unconditional  surrender  of  the  post,  with 
its  officers  and  men  ami  material  of  war.  Colonel  Mar- 
shall hesitated,  and  at  last  saidthat  he  woirld  have  to  sub- 
mit the  matter  ti)  Colonel  Midligau.  As  we  knew  that 
recuforcenieiits  wei'e  on  the  way  to  Mulligan,  and  as  I 
feared  that  MuUigau  was  only  luaeticing  a  ruse  in  order 
to  gain  time.  I  said  to  Colonel  Marshall  that  if  the  terins 
which  I  offered  were  not  accepted  within  ten  minutes  I 
should  return  to  our  lines  and  order  fire  to  be  reoiiened. 
He  left  me,  but  retiu'ned  just  as  the  ten  minutes  were 
expiring,  and  said  that  the  surrender  would  be  made  as 
demanded.  1  immediately  sent  one  of  the  officers,  whom 
I  had  taken  with  me,  to  announce  the  fact  to  General 
Price  and  to  ask  when  he  would  accept  the  siu-render. 
He  came  over  at  once,  and  notified  Colonel  Mulligan  that 
he  would  himself  accept  the  surrender  of  him  and  his 
field-officers  forthwith,  and  assign  one  of  his  division 
commanders  to  accept  the  surrender  of  the  men  and 
their  company  officers.  Mulligan  and  his  field-officers 
came  forward  immediately,  on  foot,  and  offered  to  sur- 
render their  swords.  General  Price  (next  to  whom  I 
was  sitting)  replied  instantly,  'You  gentlemen  have 
fought  so  bravely  that  it  would  be  wrong  to  dejirive  you 
of  your  swords.  Keep  them.  Orders  to  parole  you  and 
your  men  will  be  issued.  Colonel  Mulligan,  without  un- 
necessary delay.'  The  only  officer  or  man  that  was  not 
paroled,  and  the  only  one  who  was  taken  South,  was 
Colonel  Mulligan." 

Colonel  Mulligan  was  held  as  a  prisoner  until 
the  30th  of  October,  being  accompanied  by  his 
wife,  who  had  been  an  eye-witness  of  the  siege 
from  the  town.  They  journeyed  in  General  Price's 
private  carriage,  and  (Mrs.  Mulligan  says)  received 
"every  possible  courtesy  from  the  general  and  his 
staff."  They  returned  to  St.  Louis  under  escort  of 
forty  men  and  a  flag  of  truee.  In  Chicago  and 
elsewhere  Colonel  Mulligan  was  received  with  en- 
thusiastic honors. 

Colonel  Mulligan,  after  his  exchange,  was  placed 
in  command  along  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Rail- 
road, in  western  Virginia.  During  this  period  be 
engaged  in  many  skirmishes  with  the  enemy.  In 
the  battle  of  Winchester,  July  24th,  1 864,  Colonel 
Mulligan  received  three  mortal  wounds.  Some  of 
the  officers,  among  whom  was  his  brother-in-law, 
Lieutenant  James  H.  Nugent,  nineteen  years  of 
age,  attempted  to  carry  him  from  the  field.  Seeing 
the  colors  in  danger  the  colonel  said:  "Lay  me 
down  and  save  the  flag."  Lieutenant  Nugent  res- 
cued the  colors  and  returned  to  the  colonel's  side. 


but  in  a  few  moments  fell,  mortally  wounded.  Col- 
onel Mulligan  died  forty-eight  hours  after,  at  the 
age  of  thirty-foiu\  After  his  death,  his  widow  re- 
ceived from  President  Lincoln  Colonel  Mulligan's 
commission  of  Brevet  Brigadier-General,  U.  S.  V., 
dated  July  24th,  "for  gallant  and  meritorious  ser- 
vices at  the  battle  of  Winchester." — Editors. 

Note  :  The  seiztire  of  the  money  of  the  Lexing- 
ton Bank  referred  to  by  Colonel  Snead  on  page  273 
is  treated  in  full  in  the  "  History  of  Lafayette 
County,"  from  which  we  condense  the  following 
statement :  Governor  Jackson  having  appropri- 
ated the  school  fund  of  the  State  to  the  arming 
and  equipment  of  the  State  troops,  and  the  pro- 
posal having  been  made  to  force  loans  from  certain 
bauliS  for  the  same  purpose,  General  Fremont,  in 
order  to  checkmate  this  action  of  the  Governor, 
ordered  the  funds  of  certain  banks  to  be  sent  to 
St.  Louis,  not  for  the  use  of  the  Federal  author- 
ities, but  to  prevent  their  employment  to  aid  the 
enemy.  By  his  order,  Colonel  Marshall  secured 
the  funds  of  the  State  Bank  of  Lexington  against 
the  protest  of  the  officers,  giving  a  receipt  for  the 
amount,  which  was  $960,159.60,  of  which  $165,- 
659.60  was  in  gold.  The  money  was  buried  in  the 
fort  under  Colonel  Mulligan's  tent,  and  upon  the 
surrender  every  dollar  of  the  gold  was  delivered  to 
General  Price,  but  $15,000  in  notes  of  the  bank 
was  missing.  Governor  Jackson  and  General  Price 
ordered  all  the  money  to  be  restored  to  the  bank, 
but  on  the  30th  of  September  made  a  demand 
upon  the  bank  for,  and  under  threat  of  force  re- 
ceived, the  stim  of  $37,337.20  in  gold,  claimed  to 
be  due  to  the  State  under  an  act  of  the  Legislature 
of  Missouri,  which  permitted  of  the  suspension  of 
certain  banks  on  the  condition  that  they  should 
loan  the  State  on  its  bonds  a  certain  portion  of 
their  fund.  At  the  time  of  the  capture  of  Lexing- 
ton the  State  Convention  of  Missouri  had  deposed 
Governor  Jackson  and  elected  in  his  place  Hamil- 
ton E.  Gamble.  The  Union  State  Government 
made  demand  afterward  for  the  same  sum,  which 
was  paid  and  bonds  of  the  State  issued  therefor, 
which  were  redeemed  at  their  face  value  when  due. 
The  sum  given  to  Governor  Jackson  was  charged 
by  the  bank  to  "profit  and  loss."  See  also  page 
280  for  General  Fremont's  declaration  of  policy 
in  this  respect.  "  The  funds  of  other  banks  of  the 
State  were  taken  possession  of  by  the  Federal 
authorities,  transported  to  St.  Louis,  and  in  due 
time  every  dollar  returned." — Editors. 


THE    PEA    RIDGE    CAMPAIGN. 


BY  FRA>Z  SIGEL.  MAJOR-GESEKAL,  U.  ?;.  V. 


^HE  battle  of  Pea  Eidge  (or  Elkhoni  Tavern,  as  the  Confed- 
erates named  it)  was  fought  on  the  7th  and  8th  of  March, 
1862,  one  month  before  the  battle  of  Shiloh.  It  was  the 
first  clear  and  decisive  victory  gained  by  the  North  in  a 
pitched  battle  west  of  the  Mississippi  Rivei'.  and  until  Price's 
invasion  of  1864  the  last  effort  of  the  South  to  cany  the 
war  into  the  State  of  Missouri,  except  by  aboi-tive  raids. 
Since  the  outbreak  of  the  rebellion,  Missouii,  as  a  border 
and  slave  State,  had  represented  all  the  evils  of  a  bitter  civil 
stiife.  The  opening  events  had  been  the  protection  of  the 
St.  Louis  arsenal,  the  captui'e  of  Camp  Jackson,  the  minor 
engagements  at  Boon^'iLle  and  Carthage,  the  sanguinaiy 
struggle  at  Wilson's  Creek  on  the  10th  of  August,  forever 
memorable  by  the  heroic  death  of  Oeneral  Lyon.  The  re- 
treat of  our  little  army  of  about  4.500  men  to  RoUa,  after 
UNIFORM  OF  THE  oNiTEo  sT.tEs  tliat  liattlc,  cudcd  thc  fu"st  campalgii  and  gave  General 
Sterling  Price,  the  military  leader  of  the  secessionist 
forces  of  Missouri,  the  opportunity  of  taking  j^ossession  of  Spiingfield,  the 
largest  city  and  central  point  of  south-west  Missomi,  and  of  advancing  with 
a  promiscuous  host  of  over  15,000  men  as  far  as  Lexington,  on  the  Missouri 
River,  which  was  gallantly  defended  for  three  days  by  Colonel  Mulligan. 
Meanwhile,  General  Fremont,  who  on  the  25th  of  July  had  been  placed  in 
command  of  the  Western  Department,  had  organized  and  put  in  motion  an 
anny  of  about  30,000  men,  with  86  pieces  of  artdlery,  to  cut  off  Price's  forces, 
but  had  only  succeeded  in  surprising  and  severely  defeating  about  a  thousand 
recruits  of  Price's  retiring  army  at  Springfield  by  a  bold  movement  of  250 
horsemen  (Fremont's  body-guard  and  a  detachment  of  "  Irish  Dragoons '') 
under  the  load  of  Major  Zagonyi.  Our  army,  in  Avhich  I  commanded  a  di'vis- 
ion,  was  now  concentrated  at  Springfield,  and  was  about  to  foUow  and  attack 
the  forces  of  Price  and  McCuUoch,  who  had  taken  separate  positions,  the  one 
(Price)  near  Pineville  in  the  south-western  corner  of  Missomi,  the  other 
(McCuUoch)  near  Keets-sille,  on  the  Arkansas  line.  Although  McCulloch  was 
at  first  averse  to  venturing  battle,  he  finally  ^^^^lded  to  the  entreaties  of  Price, 
and  prepared  himself  to  cooperate  in  resisting  the  further  advance  of  Fremont. 
Between  Price  and  McCulloch  it  was  explicitly  understood  that  Missouri 
should  not  be  given  up  without  a  struggle.  Sucli  was  the  condition  of  things 
when  the  intended  opcn'ations  of  General  Fremont  were  cut  short  by  his 
removal  from  the  command  of  the  army  (November  2d),  his  successor  being 
General  David  Hunter.  The  result  of  this  change  was  an  immediate  and 
uncommonly  hasty  retreat  of  our  army  in  a  northerly  and  easterly  direction, 
to  Sedalia  on  the  9th,  and  to  Rolla  on  the  loth;  in  fact,  the  abandonment  of 
the  whole  south-west  of  the  State  l)y  the  l'ni«>n  ti-oops,  and  the  occupation  of 
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the  city  of  Springfield  for  tlie  second  time  by  tlie  enemy,  wlio  were  greatly  in 
need  of  more  comfortable  winter  quarters.  They  must  have  been  exceed- 
ingly glad  of  the  sudden  disappearance  of  an  army  which  by  its  numerical 
superiority,  excellent  organization,  and  buoyant  spirit  had  had  a  very  good 
chance  of  at  least  driving  them  out  of  Mis- 
soiu"i.  As  it  was,  the  new-tiedged  "  Confed- 
erates"^ utilized  all  the  gifts  of  good  for- 
tune, organized  a  great  portion  of  theu" 
forces  for  the  Confederate  ser\'ice,  and 
provided  themselves  with  arms,  ammuni- 
tion, and  equipments  for  the  field,  while 
the  Northern  troops  were  largely  reduced 
by  the  hardships  of  miserable  winter 
quarters,  and  the  Union  refugees  who  had 
left  theu'  homes  were  in  great  part  huddled 
together  in  tents  in  the  public  jilaces  and 
streets  of  Eolla  and  St.  Louis,  and  were  de- 
pendent on  the  charity  of  their  symj^athiz- 
ing  friends  or  on  municipal  support.  The 
whole  proceeding  was  not  only  a  most 
deplorable  military  blunder,  but  also  a 
political  mistake.  To  get  rid  of  Fremont, 
the  good  prospects  and  the  honor  of  the 
army  were  sacrificed.  It  would  be  too  mild 
an  expression  to  say  that  the  Union  peo- 
ple of  Missouri,  or  rather  of  the  whole  West,  felt  disappointed;  there  was 
deep  and  bitter  indignation,  even  publicly  manifesting  itself  by  demonstra- 
tions and  protests  against  the  policy  of  the  Administration,  and  especially 
against  its  political  and  military  advisers  and  intriguers,  who  sacrificed  the 
welfare  of  the  State  to  their  jealousy  of  an  energetic  and  successful  rival. 

To  regain  what  was  lost,  another  campaign  —  the  third  in  the  course  of  eight 
months  —  was  resolved  upon.  It  was  undertaken  by  the  very  same  army, 
but  under  a  different  commander,  and  gi-eatly  reduced  on  account  of  the 
prevalence  of  diseases  and  the  extraordinary  mortality  in  the  different  camps 
during  the  months  of  inactivity ;  in  truth,  the  campaign  from  September  to 
November  had  "  to  be  done  over  again "  in  January,  February,  and  March, 
in  the  midst  of  a  very  severe  winter,  and  with  the  relations  of  numerical 
strength  reversed.  Toward  the  end  of  December,  '61,  when  not  fully  restored 
from  a  severe  illness,  I  was  directed  by  General  Halleck  (who,  on  November  9th, 
had  succeeded  General  Hunter,  the  command  now  being  called  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Missoui'i)  to  i^roceed  to  RoUa,  to  take  command  of  the  troops 
encamped  there,  including  my  own  di\'ision  (the  Third,  afterward  the  First) 

3j  On  the  29th  of  October,  when  I  was  engaged  federate   Congress   by   the   Bump   Legislature   of 

in  a  reconnoissanee  on  Bloody  Hill,  at  Wilson's  Missouri. —  P.  S. 

Creek,  I  heard  the  salute  of  one  hundred  guns  This  body  was  composed  of  39  representatives 

fired  at  Neosho  in  celebration  of  the  act  of  seees-  and  10  senators  —  each  number  being  far  short  of 

sion,  and  of  the  sending  of  delegates  to  the  Con-  a  lawful  quorum. —  Editors. 
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and  (reneral  Asbotli's  (the  Fourth,  afterward  the  Second),  and  to  prepare 
them  for  active  service  in  the  field.  I  arrived  at  Rolla  on  the  23d  of  December, 
and  on  the  27th,  when  the  organization  was  completed,  I  was  superseded  by 
General  Samuel  R.  Cm-tis,  who  had  been  appointed  by  Halleck  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  District  of  South-west  Missoiui,  including  the  troops  at  Rolla. 
The  campaign  was  oj^ened  by  the  advance  of  a  brigade  of  cavaliy  under 
Colonel  E.  A.  Carr  on  the  29th  of  December  from  Rolla  to  Lebanon,  for  the 
jjurpose  of  initiating  a  concentration  of  forces,  and  to  secm-e  a  point  of  sup- 
port for  the  scouting  parties  to  be  pushed  forward  in  the  direction  of  Si^ring- 
field,  the  supposed  headquarters  of  the  enemy.     (See  map,  p.  263.) 

On  January  9th,  after  toilsome  marching,  all  the  disposable  forces  were 
assembled  at  Lebanon.  Here,  by  order  of  General  Cmtis,  the  army  was 
organized  into  4  divisions  of  2  brigades  each,  besides  a  special  resei-ve.  | 

Before  we  reached  Lebanon  I  was  doubtful  about  my  personal  relations  to 
General  Ciu-tis,  which  had  been  somewhat  troubled  by  his  sudden  apf)eai'ance 
at  Rolla  and  the  differences  in  regard  to  oui-  relative  rank  and  fiosition,  but 
the  fairness  he  showed  in  the  assignment  of  the  commands  befoi-e  we  left 
Lebanon,  and  his  frankness  and  courtesy  toward  me,  dispelled  all  appre- 
hensions on  my  part,  and  with  a  light  heai't  and  full  confidence  in  the  new 
commander,  I  entered  into  the  earnest  business  now  before  us. 

The  army  left  Lebanon  on  the  10th  of  February,  amved  at  Marshfield  on 
the  11th,  at  McPherson's  Creek,  about  12  miles  from  Springfield,  on  the 
12th,  where  a  Ught  engagement  with  the  rear-guard  of  the  enemy's  ti-ooj^s 
occurred,  and  took  possession  of  Spiingfield  on  the  13th.  Price's  aiauy  of 
Missourians,  about  8000  strong,  had  retired  and  was  on  its  way  to  Cass\-ille. 
On  entering  Springfield  we  found  it  pitifully  changed, — the  beautiful  "Gar- 
den City "  of  the  South-west  looked  desolate  and  l^leak ;  most  of  the  houses 
were  empty,  as  the  Union  families  had  followed  us  to  Rolla  after  the  retreat 
of  General  Hunter  in  November,  1861,  and  the  secessionists  had  mostly  fol- 
lowed Price.  The  streets,  formerly  lined  with  the  finest  shade  trees,  were 
bereft  of  their  ornament,  and  only  the  stumjjs  were  left.  General  Pri</e  had 
applied  his  vacation-time  well  in  organizing  two  brigades  under  Colonel  Little 
and  General  Slack  for  the  Southern  Confederacy,  had  spread  oiit  his  com- 
mand as  far  as,  and  even  beyond,  the  Osage  River,  and  would  have  been 
reenforced  by  several  thousand  recruits  from  middle  Missouri,  if  they  had 
not  been  intercepted  on  their  way  South  by  Xorthern  troops.  As  it  was.  he 
took  whatever  he  found  to  his  purpose,  destroyed  what  he  could  not  use,  and 
feeling  himself  not  strong  enoiigh  to  veutiu-e  liattle.  witlub'ew  to  Arkansas  to 
seek  assistance  from  McCiilloch.  We  followed  him  in  two  oolunnis.  the  left 
wing  (Tliivd  and  Fourth  Divisions)  by  the  direct  road  to  Cass%ille.  the  right 
wing  (First  and  Second  Divisions),  under  my  command,  by  the  road  to  Little 
York,  Marionsville,  and  Verona,  both  columns  to  unite  at  McDowell's,  north 
of  CassvUle. 

I  advanced  with  the  Henton  Hussars  during  the  night  of  the  liith  to  Lit- 
tle York,  and  as  it  was  a  very  cold  night,  the  road  being  covered  with  a 

I  For  details  of  tho  compositiou  aud  losses  of  both  armies,  see  pa^e  337. —  Editoks. 
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crust  of  ice,  we  had  to  move  slowly.  On  this  uight  march  about  eighteen 
horsemen,  including  myself,  had  then'  feet  frozen.  In  the  neighborhood  of 
Marions\'ille  we  captured  a  wagon  train  and  150  stragglers  of  the  enemy,  and 
arrived  at  McDowell's  just  at  the  moment  when,  after  a  short  engagement, 
the  left  wing  had  cMven  Price's  rear-guard  out  of  the  place.  From  this 
time  our  army  moved,  imited,  to  Cassville  and  Keetsville,  forced  without 
great  trouble  Cross  Timber  HoUows,  a  defile  of  about  ten  miles  in  length 
across  the  Missouri-Arkansas  State  line,  leading  to  Elkhorn  Tavern,  and 
arrived  at  Sugar  Creek  on  the  18th  of  February.  We  were  now  over  320  miles 
from  St.  Louis,  and  210  miles  from  our  base  at  RoUa.  The  Thii-d  and  Fourth 
Divisions  advanced  from  this  jjositiou  12  miles  farther  south  to  Cross  Hol- 
lows, where  also  the  headquarters  of  General  Curtis  were  established,  and 
the  First  and  Second  to  Bentonville,  12  miles  to  the  south-west,  while  a 
strong  eavah'y  force  under  General  Asboth  went  to  Osage  Springs.  On  the 
23d  General  Asboth  made  a  dash  into  Fayetteville,  twenty  miles  in  advance, 
found  the  city  evacuated,  and  planted  the  Union  flag  on  the  com't-house. 
To  balance  things  somewhat,  a  raiding  party  of  the  enemy  sui'prised  our 
foragers  near  Huntsville,  and  another  party  ventured  as  far  as  Keetsville, 
in  our  rear,  playing  havoc  with  the  drowsy  garrison  of  the  place. 

On  March  1st  Colonel  Jeff.  C.  Davis's  division  withdrew  from  Cross  Hollows 
and  took  position  immediately  behind  Little  Sugar  Creek,  covering  the  road 
which  leads  from  Fayetteville,  Ai'kansas,  by  Elkhorn  Tavern  to  Springfield, 
and  as  an  approach  of  the  enemy  was  expected  to  take  place  on  that  road  from 
the  soiith,  Colonel  Da\'is  made  his  position  as  strong  as  possible  by  crowning 
the  hiUs  north  of  the  creek  with  abatis  and  parapets  of  felled  trees ;  he  also 
protected  one  of  his  batteries  in  the  rear  of  the  bridge  with  intrenchments. 
As  we  shall  see,  these  works  never  became  of  any  practical  value. 

On  the  2d  of  March  the  First  and  Second  Divisions  moved  4J  miles  south 
of  Bentonville  to  McKissick's  farm.  Colonel  Sehaefer,  with  the  2d  Missouri 
Infantry  and  a  detachment  of  cavahy,  was  sent  to  Smith's  Mills  (Osage 
Mills),  7  miles  east  of  jMcKissick's  farm,  as  a  post  of  observation  toward  Elm 
Springs,  and  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  and  working  the  mill  —  at  that 
time  and  under  our  circumstances  a  very  important  "  strategic  object." 

Another  detachment  of  cavahy  was  stationed  at  Osage  Spi'ings  to  hold 
connection  with  the  division  at  Cross  Hollows  (south  of  Elkhorn  Tavern), 
and  to  scour  the  country  toward  Fayetteville  and  Elm  Springs.  On  the  5th, 
a  detachment  under  Major  Conrad  was  on  its  way  from  McKissick's  farm  to 
Maysville,  30  miles  west  of  McKissick's  farm ;  by  order  of  General  Curtis, 
another  detachment  under  Major  Mezaros  went  to  PineviUe,  25  mUes  north- 
west, while  from  Carr's  division  a  detachment  under  Colonel  Vandever  had 
been  sent  as  far  east  as  Huntsville,  40  miles  from  Cross  Hollows,  making  the 
line  of  oui"  front  about  seventy  miles  from  Maysville  in  the  west  to  Hunts- 
\alle  in  the  east.  Since  the  18th  of  February,  when  we  took  om-  first  position 
at  Sugar  Creek,  Price  had  made  his  way  to  the  Boston  Mountains  (Cove 
Creek),  between  Fayetteville  and  the  Ai'kansas  River,  where  he  united 
with  MeCuUoch. 
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Although  serving  the  same  cause,  there  never  existed  an  entente  cordiaU 
between  the  two  champions  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas;  the  two  men  were  too 
dift'ei'ent  in  their  character,  education,  and  military  jiolicy  to  understand  each 
other  perfectly,  to  agree  in  their  aims  and  ends,  and  to  subordinate  them- 
selves cheerfully  one  to  the  other.  McC'uUoch  was  a  "  rough-and-ready  "  man, 
not  at  all  speculative,  but  veiy 
practical,  to  the  point,  and.  lich 
in  resources  to  reach  it.  In  his 
youth  he  was  a  hunter  and  trap- 
per; he  served  under  Sam  Hous- 
ton, with  the  artillery,  in  the 
battle  of  San  Jacinto,  partici- 
pated in  the  Mexican  war  as 
captain  of  a  company  of  Texas 
rangers,  and  when  the  war  for 
the  Union  broke  out,  he  was 
very  active  in  Texas  in  secur- 
ing much  war  material  from 
the  United  States,  and  forcing- 
United  States  troops  to  surren- 
der. He  was  a  good  fighter, 
energetic  in  battle,  and  quick 
in  discerning  danger  or  espying 
the  weak  point  of  his  antagon- 
ist; an  excellent  organizer,  dis- 
ciplinarian, and  achuinistrator, 
indefatigable  in  recruiting  and 
equipping  troojjs.  His  care  for 
them  was  proverbial,  and  his 
ability  in  laying  out  encampments  was  extraordinary,  and  challenged,  the 
admiration  of  oui-  troops. 

In  a  strategical  point  of  view,  McCuUoch  was  more  lient  to  the  defense  of 
the  Trans-Mississippi  region,  especially  Arkansas  and  the  Indian  Territory, 
which  district  had  been  put  under  his  coramand,  than  to  aggi-essive  movt^ 
ments  beyond  the  liorders  of  Ai-kansas.  Price  had  also  had  military  experience 
in  the  Mexican  war,  which  circumstance,  coml)ined  with  his  jiolitical  position, 
his  irreproachable  personal  character  and  sincere  devotion  to  the  cause 
which  he  embraced,  after  the  catastrophe  of  Camp  Jackson,  had  made  him  the 
military  head  of  the  secession  forces  in  the  State.  Brave,  and  gifted  with  the 
talent  of  gaining  the  confidence  and  lo\e  of  his  soldiers,  he  was  undoubtedly 
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the  proper  man  to  gather  around  him  and  hold  together  the  heterogeneous 
military  forces;  but,  having  no  organized  State  or  Grovernment  to  back 
him,  he  seldom  could  rise  above  the  effectiveness  of  a  guerrilla  chief,  doing 
business  on  a  large  scale  and  almost  on  his  own  account.  His  army  was 
an  ever-changing  body,  varying  from  week  to  week,  advancing  and  retreat- 
ing, without  stability  of  quarters  and  security  of  resources,  and  therefore 
not  disciplined  in  a  manner  to  be  desired.  Sometimes  there  were  men  and 
no  arms  for  them,  or  muskets  without  caps  and  horses  without  riders;  at 
other  times  the  army  of  camp-followers  and  poorly  mounted  infantry  was 
almost  as  large  as  the  fighting  force  of  infantry.  ISTo  wonder  then  that  in 
spite  of  the  gTeat  poptilarity  of  the  champion  of  Missomi,  McCuUoch 
became  disgusted  in  meeting  the  half-starved  "State  Gruards"  of  Missomi 
with  theu'  "  huckleberry "  cavalry  and  their  great  crowd  of  unarmed,  noisy 
camp-followers. 

It  was  therefore  fortunate  for  the  Confederates  that  on  the  10th  of  Jan- 
uary, 1862,  Major-General  Earl  Van  Dorn  was  apjoointed  by  Jefferson 
Davis  to  the  command  of  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department,  and  that  he 
took  charge  of  the  combined  forces  about  to  confront  Curtis.  He  was  a 
gi'aduate  of  West  Point  and  had  served  with  honors  in  the  Mexican  war  as 
lieutenant  of  infantry,  and  was  in  the  United  States  service  as  major  at  the 
opening  of  the  war.  Having  joined  the  Confederacy,  he  was  appointed 
colonel,  and  already  in  Texas  had  been  of  gi-eat  service  to  his  cause.  On  the 
14th  of  February,  1862, — the  very  day  when  the  Army  of  the  South-west 
took  possession  of  Springfield, —  he  wrote  to  Price  from  his  headquarters 
at  Pocahontas,  stating  in  detail  his  plan  for  "  attempting  St.  Louis  and  car- 
rying the  war  into  Illinois."  Our  appearance  in  Arkansas  suddenly  changed 
the  situation.  Van  Dorn  at  once  hastened  from  Jaeksonport  to  Van  Buren 
on  the  24th  of  February,  issued  a  very  flomishiug  proclamation  on  the  2d  of 
March,  and  on  the  3d  the  Confederate  army  was  on  its  way  from  the  Boston 
Mountains  to  Fayetteville  and  Elm  Springs,  at  which  latter  place  its  advance 
arrived  on  the  evening  of  the  5th.  On  this  march  Price's  troops  were  lead- 
ing, followed  by  the  division  of  McCuUoch,  while  General  Albert  Pike,  who 
had  come  from  the  Indian  Territory  by  way  of  Evansville  with  a  brigade  of 
Indians,  brought  up  the  rear.  The  secrecy  of  the  movement  was  so  well  kept 
that  positive  news  did  not  reach  us  until  the  5th,  when  the  Confederates 
were  about  a  day's  march  from  my  position  at  McKissick's  farm.  It  was  the 
intention  of  Van  Dorn  to  move  early  on  the  6th  and  "  gobble  up "  my  two 
di\'isions  before  they  could  prepare  for  defense  or  make  good  their  retreat ; 
I  had,  however,  ample  time  to  guard  myself  against  the  attempted  cap- 
ture, as  I  had  not  only  been  advised  by  General  Curtis  on  the  5th,  after 
nightfall,  of  the  advance  of  the  enemy,  but  also  had  received  positive  proof 
of  the  movement  from  Colonel  Schaefer  at  Smith's  Mill,  whose  outposts  had 
been  attacked  on  the  evening  of  the  same  day,  which  fact  he  immediately 
reported.  It  was  now  necessary  for  us  to  concentrate  to  meet  the  enemy's 
advance,  and  Colonel  Schaefer  was  then  directed  to  fall  back  during  the 
night  to  BentonviUe  and  await  further  instructions.     The  time  for  the  two 
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divisions  to  leave  McKissick's  farm  and  march  by  Bentonville  to  Sugar 
Creek  was  fixed  for  2  o'clock  a.  m.  of  the  6th,  but,  before  the  movement 
began,  the  commanders  of  di^dsions  and  brigades,  with  their  staff-officers, 
met  at  my  headquarters  at  1  o'clock  a.  m.  of  that  day,  to  be  infonned 
of  the  enemy's  movements  and  to  receive  verljal  instructions  respecting 
the  order  of  march,  and  the  i^recautions  to  Ije  taken  dunng  the  retreat. 
At  precisely  2  o'clock  a.  m.  of  the  6th,  General  Asboth's  di^^.sion  left 
McKissick's  farm  with  the  whole  train,  followed  hj  the  di%-ision  of  Colonel 
Osterhaus.  They  passed  through  Benton\Tlle  from  4  to  8  o'clock  A-  M.,  and 
arrived  at  the  camp  behind  Sugar  Creek  at  2  p.  m.,  where  the  Union  army 
was  to  concentrate. 

For  the  purpose  of  defending  the  main  column  on  its  reti-eat,  and  with  the 
intention  of  finding  out  whether  the  enemy  was  approaching  in  sti-ong  foi'ce, 
and  whethei'  he  was  advancing  from  Smith's  Mill  on  the  road  to  Benton%'iUe, 
or  by  Osage  Springs,  or  on  both  roads  at  the  same  time,  I  remained  at 
Bentonville  with  about  600  men,  and  a  battery  of  6  pieces,  after  all  the 
troops  had  left  the  place.  \ 

During  this  time  Colonel  Nemett,  who  had  been  sent  out  with  the 
Benton  Hussars  to  reconnoiter,  reported  to  me  that  he  had  met  the  enemy's 
cavalry,  and  that  several  thousand  men,  cavah-y,  and  infantry  were  fonning 
in  line  of  battle  about  a  mile  from  Bentonville  on  the  open  fields  south  of 
the  village.  From  jjersonal  observation  I  found  out  that  this  was  correct, 
and,  therefore,  had  not  the  least  doubt  that  we  had  the  advance  of  an  army 
before  us.  This  was  at  precisely  10  o'clock.  I  state  these  facts  to  show 
how  egregiously  Van  Dorn  was  mistaken  in  supposing  that  if  he  had  arrived 
an  hour  sooner — Maury  says  30  minutes  sooner — "he  would  have  cut  me  off 
with  my  whole  force  [of  7000  men],  and  certainly  have  beaten  the  enemy 
[our  army  at  Sugar  Creek]  the  next  day."  As  it  really  was,  he  only  found 
my  rear-guard  of  600  men  in  his  front,  because  at  the  hour  when  his  troops 
advanced  against  Bentonville,  the  leading  di^'ision  (Asboth's)  of  our  retreating 
column  crossed  Sugar  Creek,  10  miles  from  Benton^^lle.  Van  Dorn  officially 
says,  "We  followed  him  [Sigel],  our  advance  skirmishing  with  his  rear- 
guard, which  was  admirably  handled,  until  we  gained  a  point  on  Sugar  Creek, 
about  7  miles  beyond  BentonvUle,  and  within  1  or  2  miles  of  the  strongly 
intrenched  camp  of  the  enemy."  Van  Dorn  then  ascertained,  in  a  conference 
with  Mc('ulloch  and  Mcintosh,  that  by  making  a  detour  of  eight  miles  he  coiUd 
outflank  our  position  on  Sugar  Creek,  and  reacli  the  Telegrajih  road  in  our 
rear,  which  movement  he  commenced  soon  after  dark.  Price's  division  leading. 
He  expected  to  reach  the  point  in  our  rear,  north  of  Elkhorn  Tavern,  before 
daylight,  but  on  account  of  obstructions  placed  on  the  road  by  Colonel 
Dodge's  Iowa  regiment  his  march  was  so  impeded  that  Price's  di\"isiou  liid 
not  gain  the  Telegraph  road  until  nearly  10  a.  m.  of  the  7th,  the  fii'^t  day 
of  the  battle,  while  McCuUoch's  di^^sion,  and  the  Indian  brigade  under  Pike, 

i  Colonel  Frederick  Sehaefer's  'Jd  Missouri  rogi-  lowed  the  division  ot  Colonel  (>sterliaus  towar<t 
ment  was  also  to  bo  retained,  to  form  a  part  of  the  Sug:ar  Creek:  he  was  ambuscaded  on  the  way. 
rear-guard,  but  by  some  misunderstanding  lie  fol-     and  lost  thirty-seven  men. —  F.  S. 
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had  only  reached  a  point  opposite  Leetown,  about  five  miles  distant  from 
where  Price  struck  the  Telegraph  road.     (See  map,  p.  322.) 

During  the  night  of  the  6th  our  army  rested  quietly  in  its  position  behind 
Sugar  Creek.  General  Asboth's  division  held  the  extreme  right,  on  the 
entrance  of  the  Bentonville  road,  Colonel  Osterhaus's  was  on  his  left.  Colonel 
Davis's  in  the  center,  and  Colonel  Carr's,  which  during  the  5th  had  retreated 
from  Cross  Hollows  (Camp  Halleck)  behind  Sugar  Creek,  was  posted  on  the 
extreme  left.  Asboth's  division  was  facing  west  and  south-west ;  the  other 
two  divisions  were  facing  toward  the  soiith.  Curtis  expected  to  be  attacked 
from  the  south,  and  had  made  all  his  preparations  accordingly.  I  was, 
however,  doubtful  whether  the  enemy  would  knock  his  head  against  a 
position  naturaUy  so  strong,  and  for  this  reason  expected  the  main  attack 
from  the  du-ection  of  Bentonville  against  Asboth's  division,  i.  e.,  against  our 
right  flank  and  rear.  To  ascertain,  therefore,  what  was  going  on  during  the 
night  in  the  direction  mentioned,  I  sent  out  two  of  my  scouts  (Brown  and 
Pope)  with  some  cavalry,  to  proceed  as  far  as  possible  toward  the  west  and 
north-west,  and  report  any  movement  of  hostile  troops  immediately.  ToAvard 
morning  they  reported  that  during  the  night  troops  and  trains  were  moving 
on  the  back  road,  around  our  position  toward  Cross  Timber;  that  they 
had  heard  the  noise  of  wagons  or  artillery,  but  they  had  not  seen  the 
troops.  I  then  ordered  Lieutenant  Schraium,  of  my  staff,  to  go  out  with 
an  escort  and  bring  in  more  information.  This  was  at  5  o'clock  in  the 
morning.  His  report,  made  a  little  after  6  o'clock,  left  no  doubt  in  my 
mind  that  the  enemy  was  moving  around  oiu*  position  toward  the  north- 
east (Springfield  road).  I  now  went  out  myself  and  saw  clearly  trains  and 
troops  moving  in  the  direction  mentioned.  At  about  the  same  time  when 
the  flanking  movement  of  the  enemy  was  discovered  on  oiu"  right,  Major 
Weston  of  the  24th  Missouri  Infantry,  who  was  posted  in  our  rear,  at  Elk- 
horn  Tavern,  was  informed  by  his  outposts  of  the  advance  of  some  of  the 
enemy's  cavahy  on  the  roads  from  Bentonville  and  Cassville,  toward  his 
position.  Between  6  and  7  in  the  morning,  skirmishing  had  begun  near  the 
tan-yard,  on  the  Cassville  road,  north  of  Elkhorn  Tavern,  so  that  his  reports 
and  those  sent  in  by  myself  reached  General  Curtis  during  the  early  morning 
of  the  7th.  A  meeting  of  the  division  commanders  was  called  by  him  for 
8  o'clock  at  Pratt's  store,  and  after  a  short  consultation  he  directed  Colonel 
Carr  to  take  position  at  Elkhorn  Tavern,  while  Colonel  Bussey  was  directed  to 
proceed  with  the  cavahy  of  the  different  commands  (except  the  3d  Illinois),  and 
with  three  pieces  of  Elbert's  battery  to  move  by  Leetown  against  the  enemy, 
supposed  to  be  advancing  in  that  direction.  Colonel  Osterhaus  was  also 
requested  to  accompany  Colonel  Bussey  for  the  purpose  of  taking  control  of 
the  movement.  As  up  to  that  time  not  even  a  demonstration  had  been  made 
against  our  front  on  Little  Sugar  Creek,  and  there  was  no  doubt  in  my  mind 
that  the  main  forces  of  the  enemy  were  working  around  our  flank,  I  suggested 
the  necessity  of  supporting  oui'  cavahy  by  at  least  a  brigade  of  infantry  and 
another  battery  of  my  command,  because  a  repulse  of  the  cavahy  might 
lead  to  serious  consequences.     The  proposition  was  immediately  accepted, 

VOL.  I.    21 
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[Mr.  Hunt  P.  Wilson,  who  was  a  member  of  Gui- 
bor's  Confederate  battery,  has  given  the  following 
description  in  the  "St.  Louis  Republican"  of  the 
contest  on  the  Confederate  right  in  the  fii-st  day's 
fight.  He  also  describes  the  ground  where  the 
principal  fighting  on  both  days  took  place,  for 
which  reason  his  account  is  useful  in  connection 
with  the  map  on  the  preceding  page  and  the  cut 
on  page  3.30 : 

"  The  Missouri  army  by  a  long  night  march  had  passed 
completely  around  tbe  Federal  rlglit  flank,  marching  to 
the  nortli-cast  of  Big  ^Mouutalu,  tlien  foruilngline  of  bat- 
tle facing  siiutli  uu  tlio  Ki'i-tsville  and  Faj'etteviUe  or 
'Wire'  rttad.  diri'itly  lu  (General  Curtis's  rear.  The 
country  on  tills  side  of  tlic  hill  Is  lirokeu  witli  liigh 
ridges  and  deep  liollows  through  which  the  Wire  road 
runs.  The  column  entered  by  what  Is  called  Cross 
Timber  Hollow.  Some  of  the  ridges  are  150  feet  high. 
In  the  valley  of  this  detile  is  located  what  is  known  as 
the  tan-yard,  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  Elkhom 
Tavern.  From  the  tan-yard  there  is  a  gradual  ascent, 
and  alongside  the  road  runs  a  deep  hollow  reaching  up 
to  the  spring  near  the  tavern.  At  the  head  of  this  and 
crossing  it  is  a  *  bench  *  along  the  base  of  the  mountain. 
Along  this  bench  was  the  United  States  Cavalry  under 
General  Carr.  Along  the  road  leading  down  fi'om  the 
tavern  were  the  Iowa  troops  with  artillery,  and  on  their 
right,  reaching  to  the  east  of  the  Van  Winkle  road,  on 
which  there  are  a  few  clearings.  General  Curtis  pro- 
longed his  line  of  battle.  Another  hollow  leads  from  the 
tan-yard  to  the  south-east,  and  at  the  head  of  this  hollow 
rested  the  Federal  riglit.  .  .  .  The  battle  was  opened 
by  the  Iowa  Battery  [Hayden's]  of  4  guns,  on  tbe  Wire 
road,  supported  by  the  Iowa  troops  with  2  guns  150  feet 
further  up  the  road,  to  which  Guibor's  battery  re- 
sponded from  the  opposite  ridge  at  a  distance  of  250 
yards.  The  other  Confederate  batteries  with  the  infan- 
try arriving  by  the  same  road,  took  position  further  to 
the  left,  and  opened  on  the  enemy's  right  wing." 

Mr.  Wilson  says  of  the  first  Confederate  line  : 
"Some  State  Guard  Cavalry  under  Bob  McCuUooh 
and  Congreve  Jackson  formed  on  the  extreme  left.  Then 
on  their  right  came  Bledsoe's  and  Clark's  and  McDonald's 
batteries,  Rains's  infantry,  AVade's  battery,  a  regiment 
of  infantry,  and  then  Gulbor's  battery.  This  filled  out 
the  ridge.  Little's  Confederate  brigade  was  on  the  right 
across  the  tan-yard  Imllnw.  Within  an  lumr  the  Iowa 
Battery  was  obliged  to  withdraw.  Soon  after,  (iates's 
regiment  of  cavalry  came  ui)  the  hollow  in  front  of  the 
guns,  and  went  half-way  up  the  slope,  dismounted,  every 
fourth  man  holding  the  horses,  then  formed  and  moved 
up  the  brow  of  the  hill.  At  the  same  time,  Little's  Con- 
federate brigade,  which  had  by  this  time  come  into  line, 
opened  on  the  Iowa  troops  in  their  rear,  with  Gates  in 
their  front.  After  a  fierce  contest  of  musketry,  Little's 
brigade  swung  around  and  cut  off  part  of  the  Federal 
hue,  the  remainder  retreating  ^ip  to  the  tavern.  Gitibor's 
battery  now  moved  around  to  the  position  which  had 
been  held  by  the  Iowa  Battery.  Gulbor's  battery  had 
gone  up  with  Little's  line  and  the  flght  was  renewed  on 
the  new  line." 

He  thus  describes  the  Confederate  advance  : 
"  The  fire  in  front  began  to  lull,  and  Slack's  brigade 
with  Rives's  and  Burbridge's  regiments  came  up  on  a 
left-wheel,  with  Rains  on  their  left,  across  to  the  hollow, 
and  the  whole  hue  charged  up  with  a  wild  cheer.  Cap- 
tain Guibor,  who  well  understood  how  to  flght  artillery 
in  the  brush,  took  all  the  canister  he  could  lay  his  hands 
on,  and  with  two  guns  went  up  in  the  charge  with  the 
infantry.  General  Rains's  brigade  on  the  left,  led  by 
Colonel  Walter  Scott  O'Kane,  andMaJorRainwaterniade 
a  brilliant  dash  at  the  redoubt  and  battery  which  had 
been  throwing  on  them  for  an  hour  or  more  from  its 
position  in  an  old  field.  Eight  guns  were  captured  along 
the  line.  The  Federal  troops  being  dislodged  from  the 
woods  began  forming  in  the  fields  and  planted  some  new 


batteries  back  of  the  knobs  in  the  rear.  And  now  the 
tight  grew  furious.  Gorham's  battery  could  not  hold  its 
position,  and  fell  back  to  its  old  place.  Guibor  planted 
his  two  guns  directly  in  front  of  the  tavern  and  opened 
at  close  quarters  with  grape  and  canister  on  the  Federal 
line,  in  which  great  confusion  was  evident,  as  officers 
could  be  seen  trying  to  rally  and  re-form  their  men. 
"The  entire  Confederate  line  was  charging  up  to  the 

Elkhorn  Tavern;  Colonel  Carr,  the  Federal  cavaU^'  ( 1- 

mander,  had  withdrawn  his  command  from  the  bench 
of  the  mountain  on  the  Coufed<^rafe  right.  The  Illinois 
Battery,  at  first  planted  In  tlii'  liorsc-lot  west  of  the 
tavern,  had  limbered  to  the  roai'aiid  taken  a  new  posi- 
tion in  the  fields.  The  Federal  Mountain  Howitzer  Bat- 
tery had  also  moved  away.  The  8th  Iowa  Battery,  which 
had  poured  such  a  hot  fire  down  the  road  upon  Gtxihor 
and  Gorham,  had  by  this  time  lost  the  use  of  two  of  its 
guns,  dismounted  by  the  fire  of  Gulbor's  battery,  but 
continued  to  flght  its  two  remaining  guns  imtil  the  Con- 
federate regiment  of  Colonel  Clint  Burbridge  was  upon 
them;  when,  their  horses  being  kiUed,  tliat  regiment 
took  them  in,  and  at  nightfall  brought  thiiii  down  the 
road.  To  the  left  on  the  Van  Winkle  road  the  [Confeder- 
ate] batteries  of  McDonald,  Bledsoe,  and  Wade  had  lieen 
engaged  in  a  severe  artillery  duel  in  which  the  Federal 
batteries  held  their  own  until  the  Confederate  infantry 
got  within  range,  when  they  were  forced  back.  leaving 
two  guns  captured  by  Rains's  men  led  by  the  L'allaut 
O'Kane.  The  cav.ilry  on  the  extreme  left,  under  liiiioral 
John  B.  Clark  and  Colonel  Robert  McCulloch.  had 
turned  the  Federal  right  wing,  and  the  latter's  entire 
line  was  falling  back  to  meet  reenforcements  hurrying 
to  their  assistance  from  Sugar  Creek  on  their  left  rear. 
The  Federals  placed  18  or  20  guns  to  command  the 
tavern.  Guibor  moved  up  with  the  Confederate  line, 
or  a  little  in  advance,  and  formed  in  battery  in  the  nar- 
row road  in  front  of  the  tavern,  losing  several  horses  in 
the  movement.  And  now  commenced  a  hot  fight.  The 
rapid  fire  of  the  twenty  pieces  of  Federal  artillery  .  .  . 
commenced  waving  and  blazing  in  his  front,  while  the 
two  guns  were  replying  with  grape  and  canister.  Now 
came  the  crisis.  A  regiment  of  United  States  infantry 
movedont  of  the  timber  on  the  left  froiit  of  thcgun«.ali(tnt 
onehundri'd  yards  distant,  wit li  a  small  field  in terx  ruing, 
the  fenci's  around  it  lc\-elrd  to  tlu'  ground.  Gn  Giiibor'a 
right  was  the  tavern,  on  his  left  a  blacksmith's  shop, 
and  in  the  lot  some  corn-cribs.  Behind  these  buildings 
'Rock'  Champion  had  placed  his  company  of  cavalry 
to  protect  their  horses  from  thickly  fljang  bullets.  Rock's 
quick  eye  saw  the  bright  bayonets  as  they  were  pushing 
through  the  brush,  and,  riding  up,  he  yelled  in  his  rough- 
and-ready  style, '  Guib(U",  the.v're  flankin'  you ! '  *  I  laiow 
it,  but  I  can't  spare  a  gun  to  turn  on  them,' was  the  reply. 
There  was  no  supporting  infantry  on  his  left.  Said  Rock, 
'  I'U  charge  them ! '  This  meant  to  attack  a  full  regiment 
of  infantry  advancing  in  line,  700  or  800  strong,  with  22 
men.  .  .  .  Galloping  back  a  few  paces  to  his  little 
band,  his  clear,  ringing  voice  could  be  heard  by  friend 
and  enemy.  *  B.n.tt.alion,  forward,  trot,  march,  gallop, 
march,  charge ! '  and  with  a  wild  yell  in  tbey  went,  their 
galtant  chief  in  the  lead,  closely  followed  by  'Sabre  Jack' 
Mtirphv,  an  oldregul;ir  drairoon  ;  Fitzsimmons.Coggins, 
O'Flahcrty,  Ti>nieroy.  and  the  others.     Tlic  last  n.-mied 

were  old  nritisli  dragoons ;  tlir it  them  liiid  riddi-n  with 

the  heavy  s(piadrons  ;\X  Balaklava  and  sill  well  knew 
what  was  in  front  of  them.  .  .  .  Within  thirty  seconds 
they  were  right  in  the  midst  of  the  surprised  Federal 
infantry,  shouting,  slashing,  shooting.  Corporal  Casey 
charged  on  foot.  Giiibor's  two  guns  were  at  the  same 
time  turned  left  oblique  and  deluged  the  Federal  left 
with  canister.  The  result  was  precisely  what  Champion 
had  foreseen,  and  proved  his  reckless  courage  was  di- 
rected by  good  judgment.  The  attack  was  a  clear  sur- 
prise, the  result  a  stampede ;  the  infantry  tired  an  aimless, 
scattering  volley,  then,  expecting  a  legion  of  horsemen 
to  f.all  on  them,  fled  in  confusion.  Champion  did  not 
follow.  Knowing  when  to  stop  as  well  as  to  commence, 
he  secured  their  flag  .and  qttiokly  returned  to  the  battery 
which  he  had  saved,  with  a  loss  of  only  three  of  his  gal- 
lant rough-riders."] 
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and  so  it  happened  that  after  the  disaster  "n-hieh  Ijefell  our  f'aTaliy,\  the 
advance  and  onslaught  of  MeCulloch's  troops  were  checked  by  the  command 
of  Osterhaus.  The  speedy  aiiival  of  Colonel  Jeff.  C.  Da^'is's  di\'ision  on  the 
right  of  Osterhaus,  and  its  energetic  advance,  turned  a  veiy  critical  moment 
into  a  decisive  factory  of  oiu"  anus.  McCuUoch  and  ]\IeIntosh  fell  while 
leading  their  troops  in  a  fui-ious  attack  against  Osterhaus  and  Da\-is.  Hebert 
and  a  number  of  his  officers  and  men 
were  captured  by  pickets  of  the  36th 
Illinois  (cavah'y)  under  Captain  Smith 
and  of  the  44th  Ilhnois  infantry  under 
Captain  Russell.  Thus  the  whole  of  Me- 
Culloch's column,  deprived  of  its  leaders 
and  without  unity  of  command,  was 
thrown  into  confusion  and  beaten  back. 
During  the  night  of  the  7th  scarcely 
two-thirds  of  it  reached  the  wing  under 
Price,  near  Elkhorn  Tavern,  ix 

Though  a  great  advantage  was  gained 
on  our  side  by  the  death  or  capture  of 
those  leaders,  the  principal  cause  of 
our  success  was  rather  the  cpiick  ral- 
lying and  the  excellent  manoeu-si-ing  of 
Osterhaiis's  and  Da\-is's  forces,  as  well 
as  the  coolness  and  bravery  of  theii' 
infantry,  supported  by  Welfiey's,  Hoff- 
mann's, and  Da\adson's  batteries.     Os- 

tei'haus  changed  his  front  twice  under  the  fli-e  of  the  enemy,  to  meet  the 
dangerous  flank  attack  and  pressure  of  Hebert's  Louisiana  and  Ai-kansas 
infantry,  while  the  brigades  of  Da\ds,  by  striking  the  left  of  MeCulloch's 
advancing  column,  threw  it  into  disorder  and  forced  it  to  reti-eat.  It  was 
during  this  conflict  that  two  officers.  Major  John  C.  Black  of  the  o7th  Illinois 
and  Major  Sidney  Post  of  the  59th  Illinois,  although  lioth  severely  wounded 
in  the  right  arm,  refused  to  leave  the  tield  until  jieremptorily  ordered  to 
do  so.  Here  fell  Lieutenant-Colonel  John  A.  Hendricks  of  the  22d  Indiana, 
receiving  two  mortal  wounds. 

While  our  left  wing  was  thus  successful  against  alwut  11,500  of  the  enemy, 
the  right  wing  imder  Carr  had  been  sorely  pressed  by  the  0500  Missourians 
under  Van  Dorn  and  Price.  In  spite  of  the  heroic  resistance  of  the  two  bri- 
gades of  Dodge  and  Vandever,  and  the  reenforcements  sent  to  them  dm-ing 
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^  Elbert,  Busspy,  and  the  Hussars  were  repulsed 
hy  Piki>  with  Drow's  ;iii(l  Stand  W:itit''s  Indian 
Vftrimcnts,  and  Sinis's  and  WcUdi's  oavalry.  Me- 
Cidkn-h  was  fartlier  to  the  loft  with  HObert  and 
Mcintosh,  who  became  engaged  with  Davis's  di- 
vision —  at  first  with  the  brigade  of  Julius  White, 
who  retired  a  short  distance  when  Pattison 
came  up  and  aided  him  in  flanking  MeCulloch's 
line. —  ElilTOlis. 


■ix  Of  MeCulloch's  column.  Drew  retre.ited  to  the 
south-west  towaiii  Boutonvillc.  Watie,  Welch,  and 
Greer  joined  Van  Porn  in  the  night,  but  Watie 
retreated  to  Hentonville  during  the  next  day's 
fight.  Pike  himself  remained.  Greer,  who  suc- 
ceeded McCiiUoch  in  command  of  the  wing,  moved 
with  the  remainder  of  the  force  and  joined  Van 
Dorn,  taking  position  on  the  left,  as  shown  on  the 
map.  page  3'J2. —  Editors. 
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the  aftei'noon,  J  they  were  forced  back  from  position  to  position,  until  Elk- 
horn  Tavern  was  taken  by  the  enemy,  and  our  crippled  forces,  almost  without 
ammunition,  their  artillery  reduced  by  losses  of  guns,  men,  and  horses,  their 
infantry  gi'eatly  reduced,  had  to  seek  a  last  shelter  in  the  woods  and  behind 
the  fences,  separated  from  the  enemy's  position  by  open  fields,  but  not  farther 
than  a  mUe  from  our  trains.  There  they  formed  a  contracted  and  curved 
line,  determined  to  resist,  not  dis- 
heartened, but  awaiting  with  some 
apprehension  another  attack.  Fortu- 
nately, the  enemy  did  not  follow  up 
his  success,  and  night  fell  in,  closing 
this  terrible  conflict.  While  this  en- 
gagement of  oui"  right  wing  was  in 
progi-ess,  I  received  an  order  from 
General  Cm-tis  at  2  o'clock  p.  m.  to 
reenforce  Colonels  Osterhaus  and 
Davis  with  the  remainder  of  the 
troops  of  the  First  and  Second  Di- 
visions, held  in  reserve  near  oui"  orig- 
inal i30sition,  between  Sugar  Creek 
and  Elkhorn  Tavern.  Before  receiv- 
ing this  order  I  sent  Major  Poten  with 
the  17th  Missouri,  2  companies  of  the 
15th,  2  companies  of  the  3d  Missouri, 
a  section  of  artillery  (Elbert's  2  pieces), 
and  a  squadron  of  Benton  Hussars  un- 
der Major  Heinrieh,  toward  the  soiith- 
west,  to  try  to  gain  the  rear  of  a  hostile  force  stationed  there.  Leaving  a 
small  detachment  as  a  guard  in  oui"  camp,  I  moved  with  all  the  other  troops 
by  Leetown  to  the  battle-field,  north  of  the  town.  We  arrived  just  in  time 
to  give  a  send-off  to  the  retreating  hostile  forces,  and,  joined  by  Osterhaus's 
bi'igade,  advanced  toward  the  east,  parallel  with  the  curve  formed  by  the 
chain  of  hiUs  called  Pea  Ridge,  with  the  intention  of  bringing  assistance 
to  our  right  wing,  where  the  noise  of  the  engagement  with  Van  Dorn  and 
Price  was  unabating. 

We  had  to  move  slowly  and  cautiously,  as  a  part  of  the  enemy's  forces 
evidently  tried  to  rally  on  our  left  flank  but  withdi-ew  after  some  little  skir- 
mishing with  the  -Mth  Illinois.  Reaching  finally  an  open  field  about  half  a 
mile  from  the  last  spm-  of  the  hills,  looking  down  upon  Elkhorn  Tavern,  we 
halted,  and  report  was  sent  to  General  Curtis's  headquarters,  describing  our 
position  and  asking  for  orders.  At  that  time  it  had  become  dark,  firing  on 
the  right  had  almost  ceased,  and  as  we  had  not  sufficient  knowledge  of 
the  position  of  the  enemy,  or  our  own  troops  on  the  right,  I  concluded  to 

\  Five  companies  of  tbe  Sth  Indiana  and  3  pieces  Chapman's  battery,  5  companies  of  the  25th  Illi- 
of  Klauss's  Indiana  battery ;  part  of  the  Second  Di-  nois,  a  section  of  Hoffmann's  battery,  Bowen's  cav- 
vision,  4  companies  of  the  2d  Missouri,  4  pieces  of     airy  battalion,  and  mountain  howitzers. — P.  S. 
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stay  where  we  were,  and  took  the 
necessary  precautions  to  make  our 
position  secure.  To  conceal  it  as 
much  as  possible,  no  eamp-fii-es  were 
allowed,  and  the  troops  lay  silently 
on  the  field  resting  on  their  arms. 
Between  12  and  1  o'clock  the  out- 
posts reported  some  noise  at  a  dis- 
tance from  oui"  left,  as  if  troops  were 
moving  toward  the  north-east.  I 
therefore  went  out  with  one  of  my 
staff-officers  as  far  as  oiu-  line  of  out- 
posts, and  remained  there  about  half 
an  hour,  but  could  hear  nothing.  I, 
however,  saw  distinctly  the  camp-fires 
of  Price's  troops  extending  from  the 
heights  near  Elkhoru  Tavern  far  down 
toward  the  south-east.  Toward  the 
west  and  south-west  the  sky  was  illu- 
mined by  two  large,  isolated  camp- 
fires,  one  about  midway  between  Elk- 
horn  Tavern  and  Leetown,  and  the 
other  four  or  five  miles  farther  off  in 
the  direction  of  Beuton^olle.  This,  in 
connection  with  what  we  had  seen  dm-ing  the  afternoon,  when  some  of  the 
enemy's  troops  were  mo\Tiig  along  the  heights  of  Pea  Eidge  toward  Elk- 
horn  Tavern,  and  others  toward  the  south-west,  and  with  what  the  outposts 
had  reported,  made  it  clear  to  my  mind  that  the  enemy  woidd  not  ventm-e 
battle  again  near  Leetown,  but  that  McCulloch's  ti'oops  would  join  those 
of  Price,  and  by  a  united  effort  try  to  overwhelm  ovu"  right  wing  at  Elk- 
horn  Tavern.  For  this  reason,  and  to  give  oui*  worn-out  and  hungry  troops 
something  to  eat,  good  camp-fii-es  and  rest,  I  resolved  to  withdraw  them 
from  their  position,  move  them  back  to  om*  camp,  and  lead  them  fiu-ward 
again  in  the  morning  to  the  same  ground,  to  fall  ujion  the  enemy's  right  fiauk 
and  rear,  as  soon  as  he  should  begin  his  attack.  Leaving  the  Benton  Hussars 
and  a  line  of  outposts  with  a  reserve  of  infantry  c^u  the  field,  to  guard  our 
position,  I  marched  off  from  the  left,  called  in  all  the  detachments  from 
wherever  they  were,  and  formed  the  two  divisions  iu  such  a  manner  ou  the 
road  leading  from  my  headqttarters  to  the  ground  we  had  left,  that,  by  reach- 
ing it  with  the  head  of  our  column,  we  could  bring  it  in  the  shortest  possible 
time  ou  the  right  into  line,  and  come  into  action  at  the  very  moment  the  first 
regiment  and  battery  had  taken  their  position.  All  these  preparations  were 
completed  l)efore  daybreak  of  the  8th. 

During  the  night  of  the  7th  the  division  of  Colonel  Davis  had  been  called 
in  by  Grcncral  Curtis  from  Leetown,  and  iu  the  morning  it  took  position 
on  the  Telegraph  road,  in  place  of  Carr's  di\'ision,  which  had  borne  the  brunt 
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of  the  battle  of  the  day  before,  and  was  uow  withch'awii,  and  the  greater  part 
of  it  held  in  reserve.  Pattison's  brigade,  of  Davis's  di\T.sion,  formed  on  the 
right  of  the  Telegraph  road,  with  Klanss's  battery  before  the  center  of  the 
line ;  the  second  brigade  (the  37th  and  59th  Illinois),  under  Colonel  White, 
formed  on  the  left  of  the  road,  supported  by  Davidson's  batteiy.  Colonel 
Carr,  although  wormded,  assisted  in  placing  these  troops. 

It  was  a  little  after  6  o'clock  in  the  morning  when  I  sent  out  Colonel  Oster- 
haus  with  Captain  Asmussen  of  my  staff  to  reconnoiter  the  gi'ound  on  which 
I  intended  to  deploy,  and  to  find  the  nearest  road  leading  to  it.  The  44th 
Illinois  followed  the  two  officers  for  the  pui'pose  of  marking  the  right  of  the 
position  to  be  taken,  but  with  orders  to  keep  concealed  as  much  as  possible, 
and  not  to  enter  into  an  engagement  unless  attacked.  Half  an  hour  later,  I  was 
standing  in  front  of  my  tent,  ready  to  mount,  and  anxiously  awaiting  the 
return  of  the  staff-officers,  when  suddenly  a  few  cannon-shots  in  oui-  front, 
from  Davidson's  Union  battery,  announced  the  conflict.  At  this  moment  Gen- 
eral Cui'tis,  to  whom  I  had  sent  word  diuing  the  night  where  my  two  diAdsions 
were  assembling,  and  that  they  would  be  ready  for  action  in  the  morning, 
rode  toward  me  from  the  dii'eetion  where  the  fii-ing  had  begun,  and,  some- 
what excitedly,  said :  "  General,  I  have  opened  the  battle ;  it  will  be  a  hai'd 
tight ;  Davis  is  already  there.  Please  bring  your  troops  in  line  as  quickly  as 
possible."  I  confess  that  I  did  not  understand  the  reason  why  a  cannonade 
was  commenced  on  our  side  when  we  were  not  ready  to  meet  a  counter-attack 
of  the  enemy  with  a  good  chance  of  success,  the  more  so,  as  I  had  been  out 
in  our  front  before  General  Curtis  met  me,  and  had  found  that  our  line  was 
weak,  stretched  out  in  an  open  field,  the  Telegraph  road  obstructed  by  artil- 
leiy,  ammunition-wagons,  and  other  vehicles,  and  that  there  was  no  room  to 
deploy  my  divisions,  except  behind  the  fii'st  line  and  masked  by  it ;  nor  on 
the  left,  unless  immediately  exposed  to  and  raked  by  the  fire  of  the  enemy, 
whose  batteries  were  supposed  to  be  posted  in  the  margin  of  the  woods,  whence 
they  could  reach  my  troops  at  point-blank  range.  I  explained  this  to  General 
Curtis,  made  him  acquainted  with  the  object  in  view,  told  him  that  I  expected 
Colonel  Osterhaus  and  Captain  Asmussen  back  every  moment,  and  finally 
asked  him  to  give  me  ten  minutes'  time  to  wait  for  them,  when  I  would  move 
immediately  to  the  position  selected  and  commence  the  attack.  Even  if  our 
troops  on  the  right  should  be  compelled  to  yield,  it  could  only  be  momenta- 
lily,  as  the  enemy  would  have  to  direct  his  whole  attention  to  my  attack  on 
his  flank  and  rear.  I  never  felt  more  relieved  than  when  General  Ciu'tis,  evi- 
dently encouraged  by  this  proposition,  said:  "Well,  General,  do  what  you  pro- 
pose." I  must  add  here  that  I  had  not  seen  General  Cru'tis  dui'ing  the  night 
and  before  I  met  him  near  my  tent;  he  could,  therefore,  not  have  been  fully 
aware  of  what  I  had  experienced  in  my  position  away  from  him  on  the  left, 
and  what  my  intention  was  to  do  in  the  morning,  although  I  had  sent  Captain 
Asmussen  to  his  headquarters  to  report  to  him,  receiAdng,  however,  no  orders 
from  him  in  return.  After  om-  conversation,  which  lasted  only  a  few  minutes, 
the  two  officers  came  back  in  aU  haste,  and  reported  that  they  had  found  an 
excellent  position ;  that  no  enemy  was  in  sight,  and  that  Colonel  Knobels- 
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doi'ff,  with  his  regiment,  was  f)Osted  as  dii-ected.  General  Curtis  declared 
himself  satisfied  and  rode  off,  but  scarcely  had  he  left  me  when  the  can- 
nonade in  front  became  very  brisk,  some  of  the  hostile  missiles  bursting 
over  our  heads. 

I  mounted,  told  Colonel  Osterhaus  to  take  charge  of  our  column  and  move 
it  to  tht-  position  to  be  occupied ;  then,  aocompanied  by  Captain  Asmussen, 
I  rode  to  the  front,  where  Davis's 
division  had  formed  into  line,  to 
see  what  was  going  on.  I  found 
one  of  oru-  batteries  hotly  engaged, 
but  compelled  to  withdraw,  which 
exposed  the  infantry  on  the  right 
to  an  enfilading  fire,  and  also 
forced  it  to  change  its  position. 
One  of  the  regiments — I  think  it 
was  the  22d  or  the  8th  Indiana — 
was  thrown  into  momentary  dis- 
order by  this  surprise,  and  the  men 
feU  back  toward  an  eminence  on 
the  right  of  the  road  on  wliich  I 
was  halting.  I  assisted  then*  brave 
commander  to  rally  them,  which 
did  not  take  long,  and  spoke  a  few 
words  to  them,  sajdng  that  if  the 
right  could  hold  out  for  half  an 
hoiu",  assistance  would  come,  and 
all  would  be  well.  Meanwhile  an- 
other regiment  had  formed  on  the 
left,  the  battery  had  taken  position 
again  and  was  supported  by  four 
other  guns  (of  White's  brigade), 
farther  to  the  left,  diverting  the 
enemy's  fire.  The  line  stood  firm, 
and  as  no  hostile  infanti'y  apjieared,  I  took  leave  of  the  ot->mmander  of  the 
"  Indiana  boys,"  and  hastened  to  my  own  troojis.  I  reached  the  head  of  the 
column  when  it  was  just  deliouching  from  the  woods,  and  tlie  first  liattery 
that  arrived  took  position  on  tlie  left  of  the  44th  Illinois,  which  was  kneeling 
behind  a  fence.  In  about  15  minutes  the  Fii-st  Di^-ision  (Osterhaus's)  was 
formed  into  line,  with  the  artillery  in  the  intervals  between  the  infantry, 
the  Second  Division  in  reserve,  about  *250  paces  behind  oui*  right,  with 
General  Asboth  at  its  head,  who,  in  spite  of  his  wound  received  on  the  7th, 
was  again  in  the  saddle.  Our  position,  in  full  -v-iew  of  the  open  fields,  which 
sloped  gently  down  toward  the  long  skirt  of  woods,  where  tlic  enemy's  artil- 
lery and  infantry  were  posted,  was  excellent,  and  allowed  the  full  develoj>- 
ment  of  our  forces.  The  enemy's  batteries  received  us  well,  but  many  of  their 
shots  were  either  aimed  too  high,  or  struck  the  ground  and  wore  buried  a  short 
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distance  in  front  of  us.  When  well  in  action,  we  advanced  slowly  from  posi- 
tion to  position,  at  the  same  time  contracting  our  line,  the  infantry  following, 
rising  quickly,  and  as  soon  as  they  had  reached  a  new  position  lying  down 
again.  During  this  time  the  whole  cavalry  force  of  the  two  divisions  had 
formed  behind  the  extreme  left  of  our  line,  supported  by  the  2d  Missouri  and 
Elbert's  flying  battery  of  General  Asboth's  command.  The  17th  Missoui-i, 
under  Major  Poten,  also  came  up  from  the  BentonviUe  road,  and  was  posted 
on  the  left.  On  oiu*  right,  communication  was  established  with  the  right 
wing,  and  the  two  batteries  of  Klauss  and  Davidson  were  brought  into  line 
with  om*  own,  while  the  two  brigades  of  Colonels  Julius  White  and  Thomas 
Pattison  held  the  left  of  the  enemy's  line  in  check  until  our  whole  line  advanced. 
It  was  now  a  little  after  11  o'clock ;  most  of  the  enemy's  batteries  (about 
fifty  guns)  were  sUenced  one  after  another,  by  our  concentric  fire ;  his  infantry, 
not  venturing  out  of  the  woods  into  the  open  fields,  was  now  treated  with  a 
shower  of  shell  and  shi-apnel.  Opposite  our  extreme  left,  however,  near 
Elkhorn  Tavern,  Van  Dorn  made  a  determined  effort  to  hold  the  high  spur  of 
hiUs,  the  top  of  which  was  crowned  and  protected  by  rocks  and  bowlders. 
Some  of  Price's  infantry  had  already  taken  possession  of  it,  and  a  battery  was 
being  placed  in  position,  when  Hoffmann's  and  Elbert's  batteries  were  ordered 
to  direct  their  fire  against  them  chiefly  with  solid  shot.  Not  more  than 
fifteen  minutes  elapsed  before  the  enemy  evacuated  this  last  stronghold, 
while  oiu"  infantry  on  the  left  —  the  36th  Illinois,  and  the  2d,  3d,  and  17th 
Missouii  —  rushed  up  the  steep  hill  and  forced  the  remnants  of  the  enemy's 
troops  down  into  Cross  Timber  Hollow.  Almost  simultaneously  the  12th 
Missouri,  the  25th  and  the  44th  Illinois  advanced  in  double-quick  from  the 
center  and  right  into  the  woods,  engaged  the  enemy's  infantry,  drove  it  back, 
and  one  of  our  regiments  (the  12th  Missouri)  captured  the  "  Dallas  Battery." 
On  the  extreme  right,  where  General  Curtis  liad  directed  the  movements  of 
the  troops,  Davis's  division  and  a  part  of  Carr's,  assisted  by  Hayden's  and 
Jones's  batteries  (the  latter  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Da^'id),  pushed  forward 
against  the  left  wing  of  the  enemy  and  forced  it  to  leave  the  field.  The  army 
of  Van  Dorn  and  Price,  including  aboiit  two-tliirds  of  McCulloch's  troops 
under  Chui'chill  and  Greer,  and  one-third  of  Pike's  Indian  Brigade,  all  of 
whom  had  joined  Price  during  the  night,  were  now  in  precipitate  retreat  in 
all  directions,  pursued  by  the  First  and  Second  Divisions  as  far  as  Keets- 
ville,  9  miles  to  the  north,  and  by  a  cavalry  force  under  Colonel  Bussey  with 
2  mountain  howitzers  to  the  south-west  beyond  Benton^ille.  So  ended  the 
battle  of  Pea  Eidge,  and  our  little  anny,  instead  of  being  "  beaten  and  com- 
pelled to  sm-render,"  had  gained  a  decisive  victory.  ^ 

J  The  picture  on  the  next  page  shows  Big  across  the  fields  from  east  to  west,  with  its  highest 
Mountain  in  the  right  background,  as  it  appeared  elevation  in  the  center,  and  on  which  my  artillery 
in  March,  1862.  When  I  visited  the  battle-field  a  was  posted,  shows  at  once  how  great  our  ad  van- 
few  weeks  ago  (July  6th,  1887)  the  whole  range  tage  must  have  been  against  the  hostile  batteries, 
of  mountains  was  covered  by  a  dense  forest,  and  which  were  planted  behind  the  margin  of  the  woods 
the  rocky  summits  of  Big  Mountain  were  not  dis-  in  the  lower  ground.  The  surface  of  the  cultivated 
cernible  from  the  fields  below,  where  our  troops  fieldsisnowwidenedbytheclearing  of  the  adjacent 
had  been  posted.  In  other  respects  there  were  not  woods,  so  that  the  whole  interior  space  of  the  bat- 
great    changes.      The    rising    ground    stretching  tie-field  seems  much  larger.     The  house  and  bam 
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The  losses  of  our  army  were :  killed,  203 ;  wounded,  980 ;  missing,  201, — 
total,  1384.  The  enemy's  losses  on  the  battle-field  were  about  equal,  if  not 
greater  than,  ours,  but  they  have  never  been  accru'ately  stated.  On  the  7th 
we  lost  more  on  our  right,  against  Price,  than  he  did ;  the  enemy  (McCul- 
loch's  troops)  more  on  his  right  against  our  left.  On  the  8th,  when  our 
forces  were  concentrated  against  Van  Dorn  and  Price,  the  enemy's  loss  was 
much  more  severe  .than  ours. 

In  reviewing  the  period  from  the  13th  of  June,  1861,  when  the  first  expedi- 
tions started  from  St.  Louis  to  the  north-west  and  south-west  of  Missouri,  and 
comprising  the  three  campaigns  under  Generals  Lyon,  Fremont,  and  Cui'tis, 
we  must  acknowledge  the  extraordinary  activity  represented  in  these  move- 
ments. As  war  in  its  ideal  form  is  nothing  else  than  a  continuous  series 
of  action  and  reaction,  that  side  which  develops  the  greater  energy  will, 
other  conditions  being  equal,  become  master  of  the  situation.  It  was  the 
energy  of  the  South  in  the  fkst  period  of  the  War  of  the  Eebellion  which  in 
less  than  three  months  organized  a  powerful  insurrection  and  threatened  the 
existence  of  the  Union.  And  so,  on  a  smaller  scale,  isolated  and  left  almost 
to  its  own  resources  at  the  beginning  of  the  conflict,  the  Union  element  of 
Missouri,  led  by  a  few  energetic  men,  saved  the  city  of  St.  Louis,  then  the 
chief  city  of  the  West,  and  by  successive,  rapid  blows  became  master  of 
the  whole  State.  In  no  other  State  of  the  North  was  greater  activity  shown, 
or  more  undertaken,  endured,  or  accomplished.  There  were  regiments  which 
traversed  the  State  three  times  in  8  months,  forward  and  backward,  a  distance 
of  over  1200  miles  (the  line  of  raUi'oad  from  St.  Louis  to  EoUa  not  taken  into 
account),  and  this,  especially  dm'ing  the  fii'st  few  months,  with  the  most  miser- 
able outfit, — without  tents,  without  knapsacks  and  other  accouterments, 
the  men  carrying  their  cartridges  in  theu'  pockets  and  sleeping  on  the  bare 
ground,  braving  hunger  and  disease. 

The  battle  of  Pea  Ridge  was  the  first  respite  gained  by  the  almost  incessant 
activity  and  the  unflinching  courage  of  oui-  little  army, —  the  Army  of  the 
South-west.  It  was  not  a  "  great "  battle,  like  that  of  Grettysburg  or  Chatta- 
nooga ;  it  was  not  of  such  preponderating  national  importance ;  it  did  not 
"  break  the  backbone  of  the  EebeUion,"  but  it  virtually  cleared  the  South-west 
of  the  enemy,  gave  peace  to  the  people  of  Missomi,  at  least  for  the  next  two 
years,  and  made  it  possible  for  oru'  veterans  to  reenfoi'ce  the  armies  under 
Buell,  Rosecrans,  G-rant,  and  Sherman.  It  was  a  battle  of  all  kinds  of  sur- 
prises and  accidents,  of  good  fighting  and  good  manoeuviing.  Van  Dorn 
was  evidently  "  sru'prised "  when  he  found  that  his  plan  to  take  St.  Louis, 
and  to  carry  the  war  into  Illinois  in  April,  1862,  was  anticipated  by  our 

to  which  our  extreme  left  extended  on  the  second  the  plan  of  the  old  one,  and  still  lives  there.  He 
day  (March  8th)  are  still  standing,  and  even  the  is,  of  course,  familiar  -with  the  battle-field,  and 
new  Elkborn  Tavern  stands  on  the  old  site.  Mr.  tramped  over  it  with  me  and  my  driver.  Pratt's 
Cox,  who  lived  there  in  1862,  was  obliged,  with  his  store,  near  which  General  Curtis's  headquarters 
mother  and  his  young  wife,  to  seek  protection  in  tent  was  pitched,  is  still  there. — P.  S. 
the  cellar,  where  they  remained  for  two  days.  Note. —  The  cut  opposite,  the  reader  may  be  re- 
being  under  fire  thirteen  hours.  Late  in  the  war  minded,  represents  also  the  ground  of  the  first  day's 
the  tavern  was  burned,  but  Mr.  Cox  rebuilt  it  after  fighting  by  Price's  troops. —  Editors. 
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unexpected  appearance ;  he  was  badly 
"sui-pmed"  when  on  the  6th  of  March, 
instead  of  "  gobVjUng  up  "  my  two  di- 
\'isions  at  McKissick's  fann,  as  he 
contidently  expected,  he  only  met  a 
rear-guard  of  600  men,  which  he  could 
not  gobble  up  duiing  nearly  6  hours 
of  its  march  of  6  miles;  he  was  also 
sm-prised  to  find,  on  his  detoui-  around 
om-  left  flank  and  rear,  that  the  road 
was  at  different  places  so  blocked  up, 
that  instead  of  arriving  in  om-  rear,  on 
the  road  to  Springfield,  with  the  dlTis- 
ions  of  Price,  at  daylight  of  the  7th, 
he  did  not  reach  that  jjoint  before  10 
o'clock  in  tlie  morning,  Viy  which  delay 
Price's  and  McCuUoch's  forces  became 
separated  and  could  not  assist  each 
other  at  the  decisive  moment,  while 
we  gained  time  to  make  om-  prep- 
arations for  the  reception  of  both. 
Finally,  on  the  8th,  Van  Dom  was 
greatly  "  surprised  to  find  himself  suddenly  confronted  by  a  new,  imexpected 
force,"  attacked  in  flank  and  rear,  and  compelled  to  retreat.  On  the  other 
hand,  Ciu-tis  was  "surprised"  by  the  sudden  turn  things  had  taken,  and  much 
disappointed  because  the  enemy  did  not  make  the  attack  against  om*  front,  a 
position  not  only  very  strong  by  nature,  presenting  a  chain  of  high  hills,  but 
also  strengthened  by  intrenchments  and  abatis,  the  access  to  it  being  also 
protected  and  impeded  by  a  deep  creek  running  along  oui-  line  of  defense. 
He  would  have  been  much  more  "  surprised "  had  it  not  been  for  the  dis- 
covery, by  our  scouting  parties,  of  the  enemy's  flanking  movement.  \ 

\  The  reports  of  Generals  Van  Dorn  and  Price 
make  it  evident  that  they  intended  and  were  pre- 
pared to  renew  the  battle,  or,  as  Van  Dorn  says, 
"to  accept  the  gage,"  on  the  moniint;  of  the  Sth ; 
the  determination  to  retreat  was  therefore  forced 
upon  tliera  dnring  tlie  course  of  the  morning  hy  the 
advantages  we  gained.  The  results  obtained  in  this 
three-days  struggle  consisted  not  only  in  the  imme- 
diate losses,  which,  as  mentioned  before,  wereabout 
equal,  but  also,  and  much  more  so,  in  the  condition 
into  which  \he  Souilun-n  forces  were  thrown  at  the 
beginning  of  ;nid  a  ft  or  their  retreat  from  the  battle- 
field; their  separation  by  following  diverging  lines, 
the  disorganization  of  their  artillery,  the  dissolution 
of  the  "Indian  Brigade,"  and  of  a  part  of  the  Ar- 
kansas troops,  and  filially  by  the  impossibilty  of  re- 
storing order  and  liringing  together  all  their  forces 
north  of  tlie  Boston  Mountains.  .\  re|iort  of  the  ac- 
tual strength  of  McOnlloch's  division  on  March  1 1  th, 
three  daysaftertlie  battle, .shows  only  L2S04  menont 


of  a  totaleffective  of  S384,  present  at '"  Strickler's." 
March  2d.  four  days  before  the  battle.  On  the  1  l?th 
of  Marcli  Van  Dorn  wrote  or  telegraphed  from  Van 
Buren  to  Colonel  B.  W.  Share,  3d  Texas  Cavalry, 
to  Join  "  the  army  "  at  its  encampment  ou  the  Frog 
Bayou  road,  about  seven  miles  from  that  town  (Van 
Buren),  which  shows  that  the  Southern  army  was 
vei'y  considerably  scattered  for  several  days  .sfter 
the  battle,  and  that  Curtis  could  have  followed  it 
as  far  as  the  Boston  Mountains  without  meeting  any 
serious  resistance.  If  Van  Dorn  had  succeeded  in 
his  bold  maiuruvre  against  us,  had  "cornered" our 
army  and  forced  it  to  surrender,  he  would  have  come 
into  possession  of  such  material  of  war  as  would 
have  enabled  him  to  move  with  thirty  thousand  men 
to  Springfield  and  RoUa,  and.  by  at  least  "  threat- 
ening" St.  Louis,  he  might  have  seriously  dis- 
concerted the  plans  of  Halleck.  The  consideration 
of  such  an  exigency  lends  additional  importance  to 
the  success  of  the  I'nion  forces  at  Pea  Ridge. — F.  S. 
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In  a  strategical  and  tactical  point  of  view,  tlie  battle  of  Pea  Ridge  forms 
a  counterpart  to  the  battle  of  Wilson's  Creek.  In  the  latter  battle  we  were 
the  outflanking  party,  apijroaching  the  camp  of  McCulloch  and  Price,  by  a 
night  march,  completely  sui-prising  and  attacking  their  forces  in  the  morning, 
but  making  om"  attack  in  front  and  rear,  without  being  able  to  communicate 
with  and  assist  each  other.  My  own  brigade  of  1118  men,  which  had  gained 
the  enemy's  rear,  was  beaten  fu'st,  and  then  the  forces  of  Greneral  Lyon,  4282 
men,  after  a  heroic  resistance  were  compelled  to  leave  the  field.  The  enemy 
held  the  "  interior  lines,"  and  could  thi'ow  readily  his  forces  from  one  point 
to  the  other.  At  Pea  Ridge  the  same  advantage  was  with  our  army,  although 
the  enemy  had  better  facihties  of  commmiication  between  his  left  and  right 
wing,  by  the  road  leading  from  Bentonville 
to  Elkhorn  Tavern,  than  we  had  had  at 
Wilson's  Creek.  There  we  had  had  to  meet 
substantially  the  same  troops  we  encoun- 
tered at  Pea  Ridge,  with  the  exception  of 
the  Indian  Brigade  under  Pike. 

From  the  result  of  the  battles  of  Wilson's 
Creek  and  Pea  Ridge,  it  wiU  be  seen  that 
the  manoeuvre  of  outflanking  and  "  march- 
ing into  the  enemy's  rear"  is  not  always 
successful.  It  was  not  so  at  Wilson's  Creek, 
when  we  had  approached,  imobserved,within 
cannon-shot  of  the  enemy's  lines ;  however, 
we  were  only  5400  agaiiist  about  11,000, 
while  at  Pea  Ridge  the  enemy  had  16,202 
men  in  action  against  om*  10,500.  In  a 
manoeuvi'e  of  that  kind,  the  venture  of  a 
smaUer  army  to  sui-prise  and  "bag"  an 
enemy,  whose  forces  are  concentrated  and 
who  holds  the  "  interior  Unes  "  or  "  inside  track,"  wiU  always  be  great,  unless 
the  enemy's  trooj^s  are  inferior  in  quality,  or  otherwise  at  a  disadvantage.  J 

\  During  the  war  there  was  not,  I  believe,  a  single 
ease  where  an  army  tried  such  a  "bagging"  proc- 
ess and  succeeded  in  it,  except  in  the  attack  of 
posts  and  intrenched  positions,  as,  for  instance,  at 
Harper's  Ferry  during  the  advance  of  Lee  into 
Maryland  in  September,  1862,  and  with  partial 
success  at  Winchester,  Jime  15th,  1863.  There 
are  instances  where  flanking  manoeuvi-es  of  great 
detachments  from  the  main  army  have  been  success- 
ful, but  more  through  non-interference  with  them 
than  for  other  reasons.  Jackson's  detour  into  the 
rear  of  the  Army  of  Virginia,  in  August,  1862,  was 
a  strategical  surprise,  that  was  only  successfully 
executed  because  it  was  not  discovered  in  time, 
or  rather  because,  when  discovered,  it  was  not 
properly  met.  The  flanking  movement  and  attack 
by  Jackson,  against  the  Eleventh  Corps  at  the 
battle  of  Chaneellorsville,  was  very  successful 
from  a  strategical  and  tactical  point  of  view,  as 
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the  enemy  not  only  gained  the  right  flank  of  our 
army  without  being  interfered  with,  but  also  fell 
on  the  Eleventh  Corps  before  proper  aiTangements 
were  made  to  meet  the  attack.  It  may  therefore 
be  said,  that  in  all  such  manoeuvres  going  on  at  a 
reaching  distance  from  our  own  position,  we  are 
as  much  on  the  flank  of  the  enemy  as  he  is  on 
ours.  The  ease  is  similar,  when  an  army  has  suc- 
ceeded in  gaining  the  rear  of  another,  at  the  same 
time  giving  up  its  own  base  ;  because  the  two  par- 
ties have  then  simply  exchanged  their  positions 
and  are  in  each  other's  rear.  So  it  was  at  Pea 
Ridge,  when,  after  the  defeat  of  McCulloch,  Van 
Dom  and  Price  had  "  settled  down  "  on  our  line 
of  communication  with  Springfield,  while  we 
held  theii's  to  Fayetteville.  The  chances  were 
equal,  relative  to  position,  and  it  was  only  by 
good  fortune  that  the  Confederates  came  off  as 
well  as  they  did. — P.  S. 
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The  movement  of  Van  Dom  during  the  night  of  the  6th  was  bold,  well 
conceived,  and  would  prolmbly  have  been  more  successful  if  it  had  not 
been  pushed  too  far  out.  K  Van  Dom  had  fonned  his  line  with  the  left  of 
Price's  forces  resting  on  the  heights,  west  of  Elkhorn  Tavern,  and  McCul- 
loch's  immediately  on  its  right,  he  would  have  gained  thi-ee  or  four  hom-s' 
time,  and  could  have  swept  down  upon  us  before  8  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
when  no  preparations  had  been  made  to  receive  him ;  his  two  wings  (Price's 
and  McCuUoch's)  would  not  have  been  separated  from  each  other  by  an 
interval  of  several  miles,  and  his  com m miications  between  Bentonville  and  his 
position  would  have  been  protected.  Instead  of  following  this  coiu-se  of  action 
demanded  by  the  unforeseen  impediment  on  the  road,  he  passed  several  miles 
farther  to  the  north-east,  and  after  gaining  the  Spiingfield  road,  he  shifted  the 
whole  of  Price's  forces  around  to  the  south-east  (toward  the  Hunts^•iUe  road), 
consuming  again  much  valuable  time.  In  fact,  instead  of  commenciug  his  attack 
by  the  left  at  daylight  on  the  7th,  as  he  expected  to  do,  he  did  not  commence 
it  earnestly  before  2  p.  m.,  and  instead  of  gaining  the  desu"aV>le  position  on  the 
heights  and  fields  which  my  di\'isions  occupied  the  next  day,  he  made  his 
attack  m  Cross  Timber  HoUow,  where  oiu-  inferior  forces  had  the  advantage 
of  defense  and  of  concealing  their  weakness  in  the  woods,  ravines,  and  gullies 
of  that  wilderness.  Price's  troops  fought  very  bravely,  but  so  did  ours ;  it 
therefore  happened  that  when  Carr's  division  had  1  )een  forced  back,  even  half 
a  mUe  beyond  Elkhorn  Tavern,  the  assailants  had  spent  so  much  of  theu* 
force  and  sustained  so  gi'eat  a  loss,  that  they  were  unable  to  follow  \x\)  their 
success  by  a  last  assault  on  our  reduced  and  contracted  line.  Price's  G5U0 
men  with  38  guns  could  not  overwhelm  about  4500  with  23  guns  (iucludiug  the 
reenforcements  from  the  First  and  Second  Divisions).  The  fight  on  this  part 
of  the  field  was,  at  the  beginning,  a  wild,  isolated,  irregular  struggle  of  single 
batteries  and  their  supports,  sometimes  almost  hand  t(i  hand,  instead  of  in  ser- 
ried and  well-defined  lines; — this  accounts  for  the  gi-eat  losses  on  both  sides. 
It  was  here  that  the  two  brigades  of  Vaudever  and  Dodge,  with  the  9th  and 
4th  Iowa,  the  35th  lUinois,  the  24th  and  Phelps's  Missoiu'i  regiment,  Hayden's 
and  Jones's  batteries,  and  two  mountain  howitzers  of  Boweu's  liattaliou, 
assisted  l)y  a  part  of  the  1st  ]\Iissouri  and  3d  lUiuois  Cavah-y,  withstood  the 
incessant  onslaught  of  the  two  Confederate  brigades  of  Colonel  Little  and 
General  Slack  and  the  Missouri  State  Guards  with  the  gi-eatest  tenacity,  peld- 
ing  only  stej:)  by  step,  when  exhausted  by  losses  and  without  ammunition. 

The  death  of  MeCulloch  was  not  only  fatal  to  his  troops,  Init  also  a  most 
serious  blow  to  Van  Dorn.  Until  2  o'clock  on  the  7th,  the  latter  had  confidently 
expected  to  hear  of  successf i;l  action  against  our  left  wing ;  but  he  received 
no  answer  to  the  dispatch  he  had  sent,  and  began  to  push  forward  his  own 
wing.  He  succeeded,  and  when  night  feU  made  his  headquartei's  at  Elkhorn 
Tavern,  where  Carr  and  Major  Weston  of  oiu*  army  had  been  in  the  niorniug. 
But  here  he  stopped.  He  says  that  by  some  misunderstanding  the  troops  in 
the  advance  were  called  ba(>k  (as  they  were  at  Shiloh) ;  the  true  reason  for 
theu-  witlidrawal,  however,  seems  to  have  been  their  satisfaction  with  what 
they  had  done,  and  the  assm-ance  of  completing  the  work  in  the  morning. 
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BY  WILEY   BRITTON. 


THE  Cherokee,  Creek, 
C  boctaw,  Chickasaw, 
and  Seminole  tribes 
were  the  only  In- 
dian tribes  who 
took  an  active  part 
m  the  civil  war. 
Before  the  war  very 
few  of  the  Indians 
of  these  tribes  mani- 
FBOM  «  PHOTOGRAPH.  fcsted    any  interest 

in  the  question  of 
slavery,  and  only  a  small  number  owned  slave  prop- 
erty. Slavery  among  them  was  not  regarded  in 
the  same  light  as  among  the  whites,  for  in  many 
instances  the  slaves  acted  as  if  they  were  on  an 
equality  with  their  masters.  But  tlie  tribes  named 
occupied  valuable  territory,  and  the  Confederate 
authorities  lost  no  time  in  sending  agents  among 
them  to  win  them  over.  When  the  Confederate 
agents  first  approached  the  full-blood  leaders  of 
the  Cherokee  and  Creek  tribes  on  the  subject  of 
severing  their  relations  with  the  United  States, 
the  Indians  expressed  themselves  cautiously  but 
decidedly  as  preferring  to  remain  neutral. 

Conspicuous  among  those  who  took  a  decided 
stand  against  organizing  the  Indians  to  oppose  the 
Federal  Government  was  Hopoeithleyohola,  the 
old  chief  of  the  Creek  tribe.  The  Confederate 
agents  had  succeeded  in  winning  over  ex-Chief 
Mcintosh,  by  appointing  him  colonel,  but,  per- 
haps, two-thirds  of  the  people  preferred  to  be 
guided  by  the  advice  of  their  venerable  old  chief, 
Hopoeithleyohola. 

In  the  fall  of  1861,  Colonel  Douglas  H.  Cooper, 
commanding  the  department  of  Indian  operations 
under  authority  from  the  Confederate  Govern- 
ment, made  several  ineffectual  efforts  to  have  a 
conference  with  the  old  chief  for  the  purpose  of 
effecting  a  peaceful  settlement  of  the  difficulties 
that  were  dividing  the  nation  into  two  hostile 
camps.  Finding  Hopoeithleyohola  unwavering  in 
his  loyalty  to  the  United  States,  Colonel  Cooper 
determined  to  force  him  into  submission,  destroy 
his  power,  or  drive  him  out  of  the  country,  and 
at  once  commenced  collecting  forces,  composed 
mostly  of  white  troops,  to  attack  him.  In  Novem- 
ber and  December,  1861,  the  battles  of  Chusto 
Talasah  and  Chustenahlah  were  fought,  and  the 
loyal  Indians  finally  were  defeated  and  forced  to 
retire  to  Kansas  in  midwinter. 

In  the  spring  of  1862  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment sent  an  expedition  of  five  thousand  men 
Tinder  Colonel  William  Weer,  10th  Kansas  In- 
fantry, into  the  Indian  Territory  to  drive  out  the 
Confederate  forces  of  Pike  and  Cooper,  and  to  re- 
store the  refugee  Indians  to  their  homes.     After 


a  short  action  at  Locust  Grove,  near  Grand  Sa- 
line, Cherokee  Nation,  July  2d,  Colonel  Weer's 
cavalry  captured  Colonel  Clarkson  and  part  of  his 
regiment  of  Missourians.  On  the  16th  of  July 
Captain  Greeno,  6th  Kansas  Cavalry,  captured 
Tahlequah,  the  capital  of  the  Cherokee  Nation, 
and  on  the  19th  of  July  Colonel  Jewell,  6th  Kan- 
sas Cavalry,  captured  Fort  Gibson,  the  most  im- 
portant point  in  the  Indian  Territory. 

The  Confederate  forces  were  now  driven  out  of 
all  that  part  of  the  Indian  country  north  of  the 
Arkansas  River,  and  the  loyal  Indians  of  the  Cher- 
okee, Creek,  and  Seminole  nations  were  organized, 
by  authority  of  the  United  States  Government, 
into  three  regiments,  each  fully  a  thousand  strong, 
for  the  defense  of  their  country.  The  colonel  and 
part  of  the  field  and  line  ofSeers  of  each  regiment 
were  white  officers.  Most  of  the  captains  of  com- 
panies were  Indians.  Colonel  William  A.  Phillips, 
of  Kansas,  who  was  active  in  organizing  these  In- 
dian regiments,  commanded  the  Indian  brigade 
from  its  organization  to  the  close  of  the  war.  He 
took  part  with  his  Indian  troops  in  the  action  at 
Locust  Grove,  C.  N.,  and  in  the  battles  of  New- 
tonia,  Mo.,  Maysville,  Ark.,  Prairie  Grove,  Ark., 
Honey  Springs,  C.  N.,  Perryville,  C.  N.,  besides 
many  other  minor  engagements. 

In  all  the  operations  in  which  they  participated 
they  acquitted  themselves  creditably,  and  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  Federal  commander  in  the  In- 
dian Territory. 

On  the  Confederate  side.  General  Albert  Pike  and 
Colonel  Douglas  H.  Cooper,  in  the  fall  and  winter 
of  1861,  organized  three  regiments  of  Indians 
from  the  Choctaw,  Chickasaw,  Cherokee,  Creek, 
and  Seminole  nations  or  tribes,  for  service  in  the 
Indian  Territory.  These  regiments,  under  Gen- 
eral Pike,  participated  in  the  battle  of  Pea  Ridge, 
Ark.,  on  the  7th  and  Sth  of  March,  1862.  In  the 
five  tribes  named  a  battalion  and  parts  of  four 
regiments  were  raised  for  the  Confederate  service, 
but  these  amounted  in  all  to  perhaps  not  over 
3500  men. 

At  the  close  of  Mr.  Buchanan's  administration 
nearly  all  the  United  States  Indian  agents  in  the 
Indian  Territory  were  secessionists,  and  the  mo- 
ment the  Southern  States  commenced  passing 
ordinances  of  secession,  these  men  exerted  their 
influence  to  get  the  five  tribes  committed  to  the 
Confederate  cause.  Occupying  territory  south  of 
the  Arkansas  River,  and  having  the  secessionists 
of  Arkansas  on  the  east  and  those  of  Texas  on  the 
south  for  neighbors,  the  Choctaws  and  Chickasaws 
offered  no  decided  opposition  to  the  scheme.  With 
the  Cherokees,  the  mostpowerful  and  most  civilized 
of  the  tribes  of  the  Indian  Territory,  it  was  differ- 
ent.    Their   chief,   John   Eoss,   was   opposed   to 
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hasty  action,  and  at  first  favored  neutrality,  and 
in  the  summer  of  1861  issued  a  proclamation, 
enjoining  his  people  to  observe  a  strictly  neutral 
attitude  during  the  war  between  the  United  States 
and  the  Southern  States.  In  June,  1861,  Albert 
Pike,  a  commissioner  of  the  Confederate  States, 
and  General  Ben.  McCulloch,  commanding  the 
Confederate  forces  in  western  Arkansas  and  the 
Department  o£  Indian  Territory,  visited  Chief 
Ross  with  the  view  of  having  him  make  a  treaty 
with  the  Confederacy.  But  he  declined  to  make 
a  treaty,  and  in  the  conference  expressed  himself 
as  wishing  to  occupy,  if  possible,  a  neutral  po- 
sition during  the  war.  A  majority  of  the  Cher- 
okees,  nearly  all  of  whom  were  full-bloods,  were 
known  as  Pin  Indians,  and  were  opposed  to  the 
South. 

Commissioner  Pike  went  away  to  make  treaties 
with  the  less  civilized  Indian  tribes  of  the  plains, 
and  in  the  mean  time  the  battle  of  Wilson's  Creek 
was  fought.  General  Lyon  killed,  and  the  Union 
army  defeated  and  forced  to  fall  back  from  Spring- 
field to  Rolla. 

Chief  Ross  now  thought  that  the  South  would 
probably  succeed  in  establishing  her  independ- 
ence, and  expressed  a  willingness  to  enter  into 
a  treaty  with  the  Confederate  authorities.  On 
his  return  fi'om  the  West  in  September,  1861, 
Commissioner  Pike,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Ross, 
went  to  Park  Hill  and  made  a  treaty  with  the 
Cherokees.  The  treaties  made  with  each  tribe 
provided  that  the  troops  it  raised  should  be  used 
for  homo  protection,  and  should  not  be  taken  out 
of  the  Indian  Territory.  Even  before  the  treaty 
with  Commissioner  Pike,  Chief  Ross  had  com- 
menced to  organize  a  regiment  composed  nearly 
altogether  of  Pin  Indians.  John  Drew,  a  stanch 
secessionist,  was  commissioned  colonel,  and 
William  P.  Ross  lieutenant-colonel,  of  this  reg- 
iment. Colonel  Stand  Watie,  the  leader  of  the 
secession  party,  had  also  commenced  to  raise  a 
regiment  of  half-breeds  for  General  McCuUoch's 
division.  As  already  stated,  there  were  two 
factions  among  the  Creeks,  one  of  which  was  led 
by  Hopoeithleyohola  and  the  other  by  D.  N.  and 
Chitty  Mcintosh,  who  were  sons  of  General  Will- 
iam Mcintosh,  killed  in  1S2.T  by  Hopoeithleyohola 
and  his  followers  in  Georgia,  for  making  the 
treaty  of  Indian  Springs.  It  is  asserted  by  General 
Pike  and  others  that  with  Hopoeithleyohola  it 
was  not  a  question  of  loyalty  or  disloyalty  to  the 
United  States,  but  simply  one  of  self-preservation ; 

\  Till'  iicisiliim  rtinsi-n  liy  Hopocithlo.voliola  at  Chusto 
TnlnsMh.wliiri'  liedrtcrininod  to  make  a  stand  andflght 
tlic  Cniifcdcratc  foi-iM-s.  was  naturally  a  very  strouff  one 
to  resist  au  uttiulc  made  with  small-arms.  It  was  at  a 
gorsc  of  a  bend  of  Bird  Creek,  the  beud  bcins  in  tlio 
form  of  a  hoi'se-sliop,  and  four  liundvcd  yards  in  Irnsfli. 
The  creek  made  uj)  to  the  prairie  on  tlie  side  np)iiimclied 
by  the  Confederntc  forces  in  an  nlinipt  .iiid  prceipitons 
b.ank  about  thirty  feet  liiRli.  On  the  opposite  side  of 
tliis  preeijiilDus  bank  was  tlio  inside  of  tlie  Imrse-slme 
or  lii'iid.  wliicli  w.'iN  densely  covered  with  heavy  tim- 
ber. e.iiH'.  nnd  tiinsiled  (biekets.  The  position  was  iilsii 
strenntbened  liy  felled  trees  and  by  the  ereeli  fonuinstlio 
bend  or  liorse-slioe.  Tlie  ereek  was  dei'p  and  was  fnrd- 
able  cMily  at  certain  places  known  to  the  Inlon  Indians. 


that  when  he  found  the  Confederate  authorities 
had  commissioned  D.  X.  Mcintosh  as  colonel  of  a 
Creek  regiment,  and  Chitty  Mcintosh  as  lieu- 
tenant-colonel of  a  battalion  of  Creeks,  he  felt 
certain  that  the  Indian  troops  thus  being  raised 
would  be  used  to  persecute  and  destroy  him  and 
his  followers.  In  November,  IsOl,  he  started 
for  Kansas,  and  was  pursued  and  overtaken  by 
the  Confederate  Creeks,  Choetaws,  Chickasaws, 
Cherokees,  and  Texans  under  Colonel  Douglas  H. 
Cooper.  A  fight  took  place  in  the  night,  and 
Colonel  Drew's  regiment  of  Cherokees.  which  had 
been  raised  by  Chief  Ross,  went  over  to  Hopoeith- 
leyohola, and  fought  with  him  in  the  next  day's 
desperate  battle  (known  as  the  battle  of  Chusto 
Talasah),  in  which  five  hundred  of  the  Union  In- 
dians were  reported  by  Colonel  Cooper  to  have 
been  killed  and  wounded.  ^  The  Confederate 
Indians  of  Colonel  Stand  Watie's  regiment,  and 
those  of  Colonel  Drew's  regiment  who  had  re- 
turned to  the  Confederate  service  under  Pike 
and  Cooper,  also  participated  in  the  battle  of 
Pea  Ridge  in  March,  1862,  where  they  were 
charged  with  scalping  and  mutilating  the  Federal 
dead  on  the  field.  General  Pike,  hearing  of  the 
scalping,  called  on  the  surgeon  and  assistant- 
surgeon  of  his  field-hospital  for  reports,  and  in 
their  reports  they  stated  that  they  found  one  of 
the  Federal  dead  who  had  been  scalped.  General 
Pike  then  issued  an  order,  denouncing  the  outrage 
in  the  strongest  language,  and  sent  a  copy  of  the 
order  to  General  Cnrtis.  General  Pike  claimed 
that  part  of  the  Indians  were  in  McCuUoch's 
corps  in  the  first  day's  battle :  and  that  the  scalp- 
ing was  done  at  night  in  a  quarter  of  the  field  not 
occupied  by  the  Indian  troops  under  his  immediate 
command.  After  Pea  Ridge  the  operations  of  the 
Confederate  Indians  tinder  General  Cooper  and 
Colonel  Stand  Watie  were  confined,  with  a  few 
exceptions,  to  the  Indian  Territory.  In  connec- 
tion with  white  troops  from  Texas,  they  partici- 
pated in  several  engagements  with  the  Federal 
Indian  brigade  under  Colonel  Phillips,  after  he 
recaptured  Fort  Gibson  in  the  spring  of  1 863 : 
and  they  made  frequent  efforts  to  capture  Federal 
supply  trains  from  Fort  Scott  to  Fort  Gibson  and 
Fort  Smith,  but  were  always  vmsuccessful.  They 
fought  very  well  when  they  had  au  opportunity  to 
take  shelter  behind  trees  and  logs,  but  could  not 
easily  be  brought  to  face  artillery,  and  a  single 
shell  thrown  at  them  was  generally  sufficient  to 
demoralize  them  and  put  them  to  flight. 

In  tblsbciirt  Ho]>oeitMoyohola's  forces  were  postol  after 
they  were  oblisi-d  to  fall  back  in  the  prpliniinary  skir- 
mish, A  house  and  crib  at  the  mouth  of  the  l»ond  served 
as  a  shelter  for  a  while,  from  which  IBs  sharp.«hootcrs 
kept  back  the  Confederates.  The  Union  Indians,  how- 
ever, were  Huallj-  driven  from  this  position  back  into 
tlie  bend,  eontcstiu.c  the  ffround  with  nnich  obstinacy. 
The  Confedi'ratc  troops  nnidc  rei>catcd  effort*  to  dislodp> 
them  from  the  bend,  but  without  sueee.ss.  Every  llnie 
a  detachment  of  Hopoeitlileyoholn's  warriors  showed 
thcnieelves  in  an  openinir  or  in  the  pmirie.  the  Confixl- 
erates  eharired  them  to  the  timber,  when  a  volley  from 
the  eonei'aled  Union  Indians  thrt^wthe  eharciujr  eolnran 
intoeonfusior.  and  sent  it  Imek  in  a  hasty  retreat,  Ki^ht 
eomins  on  put  an  end  to  the  tiitht.— \V.  B. 


THE   OPPOSING    FORCES    AT   PEA   RIDGE,  ARK. 

The  compositiuu  auil  losses  of  each  jirmy  as  Itere  stated  give  the  s^ist  of  all  the  data  obtaiuahle  iu  tlie  Official  Records. 
K  stands  for  killed  ;  w  for  wouuded  ;  m  w  for  mortally  wounded  ;  m  for  captured  or  missing' ;  c  for  cai)tiired.— Editors. 

COMPOSITION  AND  LOSSES  OF   THE  UNION  ARMY. 

Brig.-Gen.  Samuel  R.  Curtis. 


FiEST  AND  Second  Divisions,  Brig.-Gen.  Franz  Sigel. 
First  DivisioH,  Col.  Peter  J.  Osterliaus.  First  Brigade  : 
2.5tU  111.,  Col.  WiUiam  N.  Coler ;  44tli  111.,  Col.  Charles 
KnolielsdorfF;  17tli  Mo.,  Major  August  H.  Poten.  Bri- 
gade loss :  k,  4 ;  w,  22 ;  m,  H  =  37.  Second  Brigade,  Col. 
Nicholas  Greusel.  36th  111.,  Col.  Nicholas  Greusel ;  12th 
Mo.,  Major  Hugo  Waugelin;  Illinois  Cavalry  (2  Cos.), 
Captains  Albert  JenlEs  and  Henry  A.  Smith.  Brigade 
loss:  k,  7;  w,  66;  m,  36  =109.  Artillerij :  Mo.  Battery, 
Capt.  Martin  WeUley;  4th  Ohio  Battery,  Capt.  Louis 
Hoilmanu.  Loss :  "W,  6 ;  m,  4  =  10.  Second  Division, 
Brig.-Gen.  Alexander  A.sboth  (w).  Staff  loss  :  w,  1.  First 
'  Brigade,  Col.  Frederick  Sehaeler :  2d  Mo-,  Lieut.-Col. 
Bernard  Laiboldt;  15th  Mo.,  Col.  Francis  J.  Joliat. 
Brigade  loss  :  k,  8  ;  w,  34 ;  m,  22  =  64.  Unattached. :  Fre- 
mont Hussars  Mo.  Cavalrj',  Major  Emeric  Meszaros; 
5th  Mo.  Cavalry  (Benton  Hussars),  Col.  Josejih  Nemett; 
1st  Mo.  Horse  Battery,  Capt.  G.  M.  Elbert;  2d  Ohio 
Battery,  Lieut.  W.  B.  Chapman.  Loss :  k,  12 ;  w,  29 :  m, 
14  =  65. 

Third  Division,  Col.  Jefferson  C.Davis.  First  Brigade, 
Col.  Thomas  Pattisou  :  8th  Ind.,  Col.  William  P.  Benton; 
18th  Ind.,  Lieut.-Col.  Henry  D.  Washburn ;  22d  Ind. , 
Lieut.-Col.  John  A.  Hendricks  (m  w),  Major  David  W. 


Daily,  Jr. ;  1st  Ind.  Battery,  Capt.  Martin  Klauss.  Bri- 
gade loss :  k,  17 ;  w,  88  ;  m,  6  =  111.  Second  Brigade,  Col. 
Julius  White :  37th  111.,  Lieut.-Col.  M.  S.  Barnes;  59th  HI., 
Lieut.-Col.  C.  H.  Frederick;  Peoria  111.  Battery,  Capt.  P. 
Davidson.  Brigade  loss:  k,  29;  w,  195 ;  m,  3  =  227.  Cav- 
alry :  1st  Mo. ,  Col.  C.  A.  EUis.  Loss :  k,2;  w,  2;  m,2  =  6. 
FooETH  Division,  Col.  Eugene  A.  Carr  (w).  Staff  loss : 
w,  1.  First  Brigade,  Col.  Grenville  M.  Dodge :  35th  111., 
Col.  Gustavus  A.  Smith  (w),  Lieut.-Col.  William  P.  Chand- 
ler (c);  4th  Iowa,  Lieut.-Col.  John  Galligan  (w)  ;  Ist 
Iowa  Battery,  Capt.  Junius  A.  Jones  (w),  Lieut.  V.  J. 
David.  Brigade  loss:  k,  35  ;  w,  200;  m,  55  =  290.  Second 
Brigade,  Col.  William  Vaudever:  9th  Iowa,  Lieut.-Col. 
Francis  J.  Herron  (w  and  c).  Major  William  H.  Coyl  (w) ; 
Phelps's  Mo.,  Col.  John  S.  Phelps  (w);  3d  111.  Cavalry, 
Major  John  MoConnell ;  3d  Iowa  Battery,  Captain  Mor- 
timer M.  Hayden.  Brigade  loss  :  k,  61 ;  w,  300 ;  m,  30  = 
391.  Unattached ;  3d  Iowa  Cavalry,  Col.  Cyrus  Bussey 
(during  a  part  of  the  battle  Col.  Bussey  had  command 
ol  other  troops  in  addition  to  his  own  regiment),  Lieut.- 
Col.  Henry  H.  Trimble  (w) ;  Bowen's  Battalion  Mo. 
Cavalry,  Major  Wm.  D.  Bowen ;  3d  Mo.  Infantry,  Major 
Joseph  Conrad ;  24th  Mo.  Infantry,  Major  Eli  W.  AVes- 
ton.    Loss:  k,  28 ;  w,  36  ;  m,  18  =  82. 

Total  loss  iu  the  Union  Array  (revised  returns) :  203  killed,  980  wounded,  and  201  captured  or  missing,— total,  1384. 

COMPOSITION  AND  LOSSES  OF  THE  CONFEDERATE  ARMY. 
Major-General  Earl  Van  Dorn. 


MissonKi  State  Guard,  Major-General  Sterling  Price. 
CONTEDEEATE  VOLDNTEEKS :  Escort,  Ccarnal's  Bat- 
talion Cavalry,  Lieut.-Col.  J.  T.  Cearnal  (w).  First  Bri- 
gade, Col.  Henry  Little :  Ist  Cavali'y,  Col.  Elijah  Gates ; 
1st  Infantry,  Col.  John  Q.  Burbridge ;  2d  Infantry,  Col. 
Benjamin  A.  Elves  (m  w),  Lieut.-Col.  J.  A.  Pritchard; 
Ist  Battery,  Capt.  William  Wade ;  2d  Battery,  Capt.  S. 
Churchill  Clark  (k),  Lieut.  James  L.  Farris.  Second  Bri- 
gade, Brig.-Gen.  William  Y.  Slack  (m  w),  Col.  Thomas  H. 
Eosser :  Battalion  Infantry,  Col.  John  T.  Hughes ;  Bat- 
talion Infantry,  Major  R.  S.  Bevier ;  Battalion  Infantry, 
Col.  Thomas  H.  Rosser ;  Battalion  Cavalry,  Col.  G.  W. 
Eiggins ;  Light  Battery,  Capt.  Wm.  Lucas.  Brigade 
loss  :  k,  6 ;  w,  37  =  42.  Third  Brigade,  Col.  Colton  Greene. 
Brigade  loss :  k.  6 ;  w,  59  =  65.  State  Teoops,  Second 
Division,  Brig.-Gen.  Martin  E.  Green.  Third  Division, 
Col.  John  B.  Clark,  Jr. :  1st  Infantry,  Major  Rucker  (w) ; 
2d  Infantry,  Col.  Congreve  Jackson ;  3d  Infantry,  Major 
Hutchiuson  ;  4th  and 5th  Infantry  (consolidated),  Col.  J. 
A.  Poiudexter  (w)  ;  6th  Infantry,  Lieut.-Col.  Peaclier. 
Division  loss :  k,  11 ;  w,  101 ;  m,  35  =  147.  Fifth  Division, 
Col.  James  P.  Saunders :  detachments  of  infantry, 
cav.alry,  and  Kelly's  battery  of  artillery.  Division  loss : 
k,  9  ;  w,  32  =  41.  Si3:th  Division,  Major  D.  H.  Lindsay : 
detachments  of  infantry  and  Gorham's  battery  of  artil- 
lery. Division  loss:  w,  13;  m,  34  =  47.  Sevetith  and 
Ninth  Divisiojis,  Brig.-Gen.  D.  M.  Frost :  detachments 
of  infantry  and  cavalry  and  Guibor's  and  MacDonald's 
batteries  of  artillery ;  also  included  the  Third  Brigade 


of  Volunteers  given  above.  Eighth  Division,  Brig.- 
Gen.  James  S.  Rains :  Infantry  under  Col.  William  H. 
Erwin,  Lieut. -Cols.  John  P.  Bowman,  A.  J.  Pearcy,  and 
Stemmons  ;  Bledsoe's  battery,  and  Shelby's  company  of 
cavali'y.     Division  loss :  k,  2 ;  w,  26  =  28. 

MCCULLOCH'S  Division,  Brig.-Gen.  Ben.  McCulloch 
(k).  Col.  E.  Greer.  Infantry  Brigade,  Col.  Louis  Hubert 
(c).  Col.  Evander  McNair:  4th  Ark.,  Col.  Evander  Mc- 
Nalr,  Lieut.-Col.  Samuel  Ogden;  14th  Ark.,  Col.  M.  C. 
Mitchell;  16th  Ark.,  Col.  J.  .F  HiU;  17th  Ark.,  Col.  F.  A. 
Rector;  21st  Ark.,  Col.  D.  McEae  ;  3d  Louisiana,  Major 
W.  F.  Timnard  (c),  Capt.  W.  S.  Gunnell.  Cavalry  Bri- 
gade, Brig.-Gen.  James  Mcintosh  (k) :  Ist  Ark.  Mounted 
Rifles,  Col.  J.  T.  Churchill;  2d  Ark.  Mounted  Rifles,  Col. 
B.  T.  Embry ;  3d  Texas,  Col.  E.  Greer,  Lieut.-Col.  Walter 
P.  Lane;  4th  Texas,  Col.  Wm.  B.  Sims  (w),  Lieut.-Col. 
William  Quayle ;  6th  Texas,  Col.  B.  W.  Stone ;  llth  Texas, 
Lieut.-Col.  James  J.  Dimond.  Artillery:  Hart's,  Pro- 
vence's, Gaines's,  and  Good's  batteries. 

Pike's  Command,  Brig.-Gen.  Albert  Pike.  Cherokee 
Regiment,  Col.  Stand  Watie ;  Cherokee  Regiment,  Col. 
John  Drew ;  Creek  Regiment,  Col.  D.  N.  Mcintosh ; 
Squadron  Texas  Cavalry,  Capt.  O.  G.  Welch. 

Other  Troops  (not  included  in  preceding  roster) : 
Ist  Battalion  Ark.  Cavalry,  Major  W.  H.  Brooks ;  Bat- 
talion Texas  Cavalry,  Major  E.  P.  Crump;  Battalion 
Texas  Mounted  Eifles,  Major  J.  W.  Whitfield;  Teel's 
Texas  Battery;  19th  Ark.  Infantry,  Lieut.-Col.  P.  E. 
Smith  ;  22d  Ark.  Infantry,  Col.  G.  W.  King. 


The  Confederate  loss  is  reported  at  800  to  1000  killed  and  wounded,  and  between  200  and  300  prisoners. 


STRENGTH  OF  THE  OPPOSING  FORCES. 


The  effective  force  of  the  Union  Army  did  not  exceed 
10,500  infantry  and  cavalry,  with  49  pieces  of  artillery. 
(See  "Official  Records,"  VIII.,  p.  196.) 

The  effective  strength  of  the  Confederate  Army  was 
as  follows :  Price's  command,  6818,  with  8  batteries  of 
VOL.  I.    22  3; 


artillery  ("OtHcialRecords,"  VIlI.,p.305);  McCuUoch's 
command,  8384,  with  4  batteries  of  18  pieces  ("Official 
Records,"  VIII.,  p.  763) ;  and  Pike's  command,  1000  ("  Of- 
ficial Records,"  VIIL,  p.  288),  making  an  aggregate  of 
16,202  infantry  and  cavalry. 


BU  LD  NG    THE    EAD3    GUS  BOATS    AT    CAPOtDELET         FROM    I 


RECOLLECTIONS  OF  FOOTE  AND  THE  GUN-BOATS. 


BY    CAPTAIN    JAMES    B.    EADS.  j 

SOON  after  the  surrender  of  Fort  Sumter,  wliile  in  St.  Loui.s,  I  received  a 
letter  from  Attorney-Greneral  Bates,  dated  Wasliington,  Api-il  17th,  in 
which  he  said :  "  Be  not  sm-prised  if  yoii  are  called  here  suddenly  by  telegi-am. 
If  called,  come  instantly.  In  a  certain  contingency  it  will  be  necessary  to 
have  the  aid  of  the  most  thorough  knowledge  of  oui-  Western  livers  and  the 
use  of  steam  on  them,  and  in  that  event  I  have  ad\'ised  that  you  should  be 
consulted."     The  call  by  telegi'aph  followed  close  upon  the  letter.     I  hun-ied 


i  Of  the  services  of  Captain  Eads  to  the  Western 
flotilla,  the  Reverend  C.  B.  Boynton  says,  in  his 

"  History  of  the  Navy  "  : 

"  DuriiiK  the  month  of  July,  1861,  the  Quartermaster- 
General  advertised  for  iiroposals  to  coustruet  a  numlier 
of  iron-clad  ffuu-boats  for  service  on  the  Mississippi 
Eiver.  The  liids  w  en-  oiinir.l  <iii  tin'  "ith  of  Ausrust,  and 
Mr.  Eads  was  fimiicl  I"  lir  llir  liot  bidder  for  tlie -whole 
numhcr,  both  in  re;r:ird  tn  the  rime  ef  completion  and 
price.  ...  On  the  7th  of  August,  1861,  Mr.  Eads 
signed  a  coutr.ict  with  Quartermaster-General  Meigs  to 
construct  these  seven  vessels  ready  for  their  crews  and 
arniiimeuts  in  sixty-five  days.  At  this  carl.v  period  the 
people  ill  tlii>  licu-diT  States,  cspeciall.v  in  the  slave  States, 
had  not  \'et  learned  to  accommodate  themselves  to  a 
state  of  war.  The  pursuits  iit  peace  were  interrupted; 
but  the  ener!-^\'  and  eiiterin'ise  which  wei-e  tn  (iro\  iile 
the  v.ist  material  renuired  for  an  eiier,i.'etie  inosi  euiion 
of  the  war  had  net  lllell  lleell  aroused.  None  emdd  lel'C- 
see  tlie  ri'Milt.  and  a  spiiit  of  donlil  ami  distrust  per- 
vaded limiiii'ial  and  eenimiriial  circles.  It  was  at  this 
time  thai  the  eonlrai-tnr  retained  to  ."^t.  I.imis  with  an 
ohiiniitinii  to  )iert'orni  what,  under  ordinar.v  cireura- 
stanccH.  would  have  been  deemed  l\v  most  nieii  an  ini- 
possiliiiity.  KoUinj^-mills.  maeliinc-shops,  foundries, 
forges,  and  saw-mills  were  all  icUe.  The  demands  of 
peace  had  eoascd  for  months  belore.  and  the  working- 
men  w  ere  enlisting,  or  seeking  in  .'^latcs  mure  cpilet  their 
ai'i'iisliinied  I'lnploynicnt.  The  engines  that  were  to 
drive  this  our  tlist  iron-clud  fleet  were  yet  to  be  built. 
The  timber  to  form  thoir  hulls  was  uueut  in  the  forests. 


and  the  huge  rollers  and  machinery  that  were  to  form 
their  iron  armor  were  not  yet  constructed.  The  rapidity 
with  which  all  these  various  parts  were  to  l>e  supplied 
forbade  depending  alone  on  any  two  or  three  establish- 
ments in  the  countr.v.  no  matter  how  great  were  their 
resources.  The  signatures  were  scarcely  dry  ni>ou  this 
important  contract  before  persons  in  different  i^;»rts  of 
the  cinmtr.v  were  employed  upon  the  work  through  tele- 
graphic orders  issued  from  Washington.  SixH'ial  agents 
were  dispatched  in  ever.v  direction,  and  ,saw-mills  were 
simultaneously  occupied  in  cutting  the  tinilM^r  required 
iu  the  construction  of  the  vessels,  in  Kentnekj-.  Ten- 
nessee, Illinois,  Indiaua.  Ohio,  Minnesota,  and  Missouri : 
and  railro.ads,  steamboats,  and  bargt'S  were  engaged 
for  its  immediate  transportation.  Xearl,v  all  of  the 
largest  machine-shops  and  foundries  in  St.  LiMiis,  and 
mau.v  small  ones,  were  at  once  set  at  work  da.v  and 
night,  .and  the  telegraph  lines  Iwtween  St,  Louis  and 
Pittsburgh  and  Cincinnati  wer<'  occupied  trequentlj-  for 
hours  iu  transmitting  instructions  to  .similar  eslablisli- 
meuts  iu  those  cities  for  the  construction  of  the  twenty- 
one  steam-engines  and  the  flve-and-thtrty  steam-twilers 
that  wen>  to  propel  the  fleet.  .  .  .  Within  two  w<H>ks 
not  less  than  four  thons;ind  men  were  eng;»g«l  in 
the  various  details  of  its  construction.  Neither  the 
sanctity  of  the  Sabbath  nor  the  darkness  of  night  w.as 
permitted  to  interrupt  it.  The  workmen  on  the  hulls 
were  promised  a  handsome  Iwnus  in  money  for  each  one 
who  stood  steadfastly  at  the  work  tintil  it  was  com- 
pleted, and  mau.v  thousands  of  dollars  were  thus  cratui- 
tously  paid  by  Mr.  Eads  when  it  was  llnishod.  On  the 
12th  of  Octolwr.  1S61.  the  first  United  States  iron-clad. 
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to  Washington,  wliere  I  was  introduced  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  the 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  and  to  Captain  Gr.  V.  Fox,  afterward  Assistant  Secretary. 
In  the  August  following  I  was  to  construct  7  gun-boats,  which,  according  to 
the  contract,  were  to  di-aw  6  feet  of  water,  carry  13  heavy  guns  each,  be  plated 
with  2i^-inch  iron,  and  have  a  speed  of  9  miles  an  hour.  The  De  Kalh  (at 
first  called  the  St.  Louis)  was  the  type  of  the  other  six,  named  the  Caron- 
delet,  Cincinnati,  Louisville,  3Iouncl  City,  Cairo,  and  Pittsburgh.  They  were 
175  feet  long,  51^  feet  beam;  the  flat  sides  sloped  at  an  angle  of  about 
thirty-five  degrees,  and  the  front  and  rear  casemates  corresponded  with  the 
sides,  the  stern-wheel  being  entii'ely  covered  by  the  rear  casemate.  Each 
was  pierced  for  three  bow  guns,  eight  broadside  guns  (four  on  a  side),  and 
two  stern  guns.  Before  these  seven  gun-boats  were  completed,  I  engaged  to 
convert  the  snag-boat  Benton  into  an  armored  vessel  of  still  larger  dimensions. 

After  completing  the  seven  and  dispatching  them  down  the  Mississippi  to 
Cairo,  I  was  requested  by  Foote  (who  then  went  by  the  title  of  "  flag-officer," 
the  title  of  admiral  not  being  recognized  at  that  time  in  our  navy),  as  a  special 
favor  to  him,  to  accompany  the  Benton,  the  eighth  one  of  the  fleet,  in  her 
passage  down  to  Cairo.    It  was  in  December,  and  the  water  was  falling  rapidly. 

The  Benton  had  been  converted  from  the  U.  S.  snag-boat  Ben  ton  into  the 
most  powei'ful  iron-clad  of  the  fleet.  She  was  built  with  two  hulls  about 
twenty  feet  apart,  very  strongly  braced  together.  She  had  been  i3iu-chased 
by  General  Fremont  while  he  was  in  command  of  the  Western  Department^ 
and  had  been  sent  to-  my  ship-yard  for  alteration  into  a  gun-boat.  I 
had  the  space  between  the  two  hulls  planked,  so  that  a  continuous  bottom 
extended  from  the  outer  side  of  one  hull  to  the  outer  side  of  the  other.  The 
upper  side  was  decked  over  in  the  same  manner ;  and  by  extending  the  outer 
sides  of  the  two  hulls  forward  until  they  joined  each  other  at  a  new  stem, 
which  received  them,  the  twin  boats  became  one  wide,  strong,  and  substan- 
tial hull.  The  new  bottom  did  not  extend  to  the  stern  of  the  huU,  but  was 
brought  up  to  the  deck  fifty  feet  forward  of  the  stern,  so  as  to  leave  a  space  for 

with  lier  boilers  and  engines  on  board,  -was  launched  in  It  is  to  be  rejfi'etted,  however,  that  the  promptness  and 

Carondelet,  Missom-i,  in  forty-live  days  from  the  laying  energy  of  the  man  who  thus  created  an  iron-clad  navy 

of  her  teel/-    She  was  named  the  SL  Louis,  by  Kear-  on  the  Mississippi  were  not  met  on  the  part  of  the  Gov- 

Admiral  Foote,  in  honor  of  the  city.    When  the  fleet  was  ernment  with  an  equal  degree  of  faithfulness  in  per- 

transferred  from  the  War  Department  to  the  Navy,  this  forming  its  x*art  of  the  contract.    On  one  xiretext  or 

name  was  changed  to  Baron  de  Kalb,  there  being  at  another,  the  stipulated  payments  for  tlie  work  were 

that  time  a  vessel  commissioned  in  the  Navy  called  the  delayed  by  the  War  Department  until  the  default  as- 

Sl.  Louis.    In  ten  days  after  the  Dc  Kali  the  Carondelet  sumed  such  magnitude  that  nothing  but  the  assistance 

was  laiLUChed,  and  the   Cincinnali,  Louisville,  Mound  rendered  by  patriotic  and  conhdiug  friends  enabled  the 

Cil}f,  Cairo,  and  Pitishurgh  followed  in  rapid  succession,  contractor,  after  exhaustiug  his  own  ample  means,  to 

An  eighth  vessel  [the  Benton^,  larger,  more  powerful  complete  the  fleet.    Besides  the  honorable  reputation 

and  superior  in  every  respect,    was  also  undertaken  which  flows  from  success  in  such  a  work,  he  has  the 

before  the  huUs  of  the  first  seven  had  fairly  assumed  satisfaction  of  reflecting  that  it  was  with  vessels  at  the 

shape.     .     .     .    Thus  one  individual  put  in  construe-  time  his  own  property  that  the  brilliant  capture  of  Fort 

tion  and  pushed  to  completion  within  one  hundred  days  Henry  was  accomplished,  and  the  conquest  of  Donelson 

a  powerful  squadron  of  eight  steamers,  aggregating  five  and  Island  Number  Ten  achieved.    The  ever-memorable 

thousand  tons,  capable  of  steaming  at  nine  knots  per  midnight  passage  of  Number  Ten  by  the  Pittsburgh  and 

hour,  each  heavily  armored,  fully  equipped,  and  all  Carondelet,  which  compelled  the  surrender  of  that  pow- 

ready  for  their  armament  of  one  hundred  and  seven  erful  stronghold,  was  performed  by  vessels  furnished 

large  guns.    The  fact  that  such  a  work  was  done  is  foui'  or  five  months  previous  by  the  same  contractor, 

nobler  praise  than  any  that  can  be  bestowed  by  words,  and  at  the  time  unpaid  for."  EDITORS. 

^  It  was  stipulated  in  the  contract  that  the  gun-hoats  should  part  due  to  lack  of  funds  and  iu  part  to  the  necessity  of  alter- 

bc  delivered,  October  loth,  at  Cairo.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  they  ation  in  the  design  of  tlie  vessels.    Had  they  been  completed 

were  not  sent  to  Cairo  until  the  latter  part  of  November,  and  in  the  time  specified,  the  Mississippi  campaign,  from  Lsland 

considerable  work  still  remained  to  he  done  before  their  com-  Number  Ten  to  Vicksburg,  would  probably  have  been  over 

pletion.     They  were  finished  and  accepted.  January  15tb,  before  Farragut  passed  the  forts  at  New  Orleans. 
1862,  and  put  in  commission  the  next  day.    The  delay  was  in  EDITORS. 
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a  central  wheel  "with  which  the  boat  was  to  be  propeUed.  This  wheel  was 
turned  by  the  original  engines  of  the  snag-boat,  each  of  the  engines  having 
formerly  turned  an  independent  wheel  on  the  outside  of  the  twin  l.ioat.  In 
this  manner  the  Benton  became  a  war  vessel  of  about  seventy-tive  feet  beam, 
a  gi'eater  breadth,  perhaps,  than  that  of  any  war  vessel  then  afloat.  She  was 
about  two  hundred  feet  long.  A  slanting  casemate,  covered  with  ii-on  plates, 
was  placed  on  her  sides  and  across  her  bow  and  stern ;  and  the  wheel  was 
protected  in  a  similar  manner.  The  casemate  on  the  sides  and  bow  was  cov- 
ered "with  iron  Pii  inches  thick ;  the  wheel-house  and  stern  with  lighter  plates, 
like  the  first  seven  boats  built  by  me.  She  carried  16  guns, —  7  o2-poimders, 
2  9-inch  guns,  and  7  army  -i^-pounders. 

The  wish  of  Admiral  Foote  to  have  me  see  this  boat  safely  to  Cairo  was 
prompted  by  his  knowledge  that  I  had  had  experience  in  the  management  of 
steamboats  upon  the  river,  and  his  fear  that  she  would  lie  detained  by 
grounding.  Ice  had  just  begun  to  float  in  the  Mississippi  when  the  Bnitou 
put  out  from  my  ship-yard  at  Carondelet  for  the  South.  Some  80  or  40  miles 
below  St.  Louis  she  grounded.  Under  the  direction  of  Captain  Winslow,  who 
commanded  the  vessel.  Lieutenant  Bishop,  executive  ofiicer  of  the  ship,  an 
intelligent  and  energetic  young  man,  set  the  crew  at  work.  An  anchor  was 
jnit  out  for  the  purpose  of  hauling  her  off.  My  ad^•ice  was  not  asked  witli 
reference  to  this  first  proceeding,  and  although  I  had  bi>en  reipiested  by 
Admiral  Foote  to  acconqiany  the  vessel,  he  had  not  instructinl  the  captain. 
so  far  as  I  knew,  to  be  guided  by  my  advice  in  case  of  difficulty.  After  they 
had  been  working  all  night  to  get  the  boat  afloat,  she  was  harder  on  than 
ever ;  moreover,  the  water  had  fallen  about  six  inches.  I  then  volunteered 
the  opinion  to  Captain  Winslow  that  if  he  would  run  hawsere  ashore  in  a  cer- 
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tain  direction,  directly  opposite  to  that  in  which  he  had  been  trying  to  move 
the  boat,  she  could  be  got  off.  He  replied,  very  promptly,  "Mr.  Eads,  if  you 
will  undertake  to  get  her  off,  I  shall  be  very  willing  to  place  the  entire  crew 
under  your  dii'ection."  I  at  once  accepted  the  offer ;  and  Lieutenant  Bishop 
was  called  up  and  instrticted  to  obey  my  directions.  Several  very  large  haw- 
sers had  been  put  on  board  of  the  boat  for  the  fleet  at  Cairo.  One  of  the  larg- 
est was  got  out  and  secured  to  a  large 
tree  on  the  shore,  and  as  heavy  a  strain 
was  put  upon  it  as  the  cable  woidd  be 
likely  to  bear.  As  the  water  was  still 
falling,  I  ordered  out  a  second  one,  and 
a  thii'd,  and  a  fourth,  until  five  or 
six  eleven-inch  hawsers  were  heavily 
strained  in  the  effort  to  drag  the  broad- 
bottomed  vessel  off  the  bar.  There  were 
three  steam  capstans  on  the  bow  of  the 
vessel,  and  these  were  used  in  tighten- 
ing the  strain  by  luffs  upon  the  hawsers. 
One  of  the  hawsers  was  led  through  a 
snatch-block  fastened  by  a  large  chain 
to  a  ring-bolt  in  the  side  of  the  vessel. 
I  was  on  the  upper  deck  of  the  vessel 
near  Captain  Winslow  when  the  chain 
which  held  this  block  broke.  It  was 
made  of  u"on  one  and  one-eighth  inches 
in  diameter,  and  the  link  separated  into 
three  pieces.  The  largest,  being  one-half 
of  the  link,  was  found  on  the  shore  at  a 
distance  of  at  least  five  hundred  feet. 
Half  of  the  remainder  struck  the  iron 
plating  on  the  bow  of  the  boat,  making  an  indentation  half  the  thickness 
of  one's  finger  in  depth.  The  third  piece  struck  Captain  Winslow  on  the 
fleshy  part  of  the  arm,  cutting  through  his  coat  and  the  muscles  of  his 
arm.  The  wound  was  a  very  painful  one,  but  he  bore  it  as  might  be  expected. 
The  iron  had  probably  cut  an  inch  and  a  haff  into  the  arm  between  the 
shoulder  and  the  elbow.  In  the  course  of  the  day  the  Benton  was  floated, 
and  proceeded  on  her  voyage  down  the  river  without  further  delay.  Captain 
Winslow  soon  after  departed  for  his  home  on  leave  of  absence.  On  his  recov- 
ery he  was  placed  in  command  of  the  Kearsarf/e,  and  to  that  accident  he 
owed,  perhaps,  the  fame  of  being  the  captor  of  the  Alabama. 

When  the  Benton  arrived  at  Cairo  she  was  visited  by  all  the  officers  of  the 
army  and  navy  stationed  there,  and  was  taken,  on  that  or  the  following  day, 
on  a  trial  trip  a  few  miles  down  the  river.  The  Essex,  in  command  of  Captain 
WiUiam  D.  Porter,  was  lying  four-  or  five  miles  below  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio  on 
the  Kentucky  shore.  As  the  Benton  passed  up,  on  her  return  from  this  little 
expedition.  Captain  Porter  offered  his  congratulations  to  Poote  on  the  apparent 
excellence  of  the  boat.     "  Yes,"  replied  Poote,  "  but  she  is  almost  too  slow." 
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"  Plenty  fast  enough  to  fight  with,"  was  Porter's  rejoinder. 
Very  soon  after  this  (early  in  the  spring  of  1862)  I  was  callefl  to  Washing- 
ton, with  the  request  to  prepare  plans  for  still  lighter  iron-clad  vessels,  the 
draught  of  those  which  I  had  then  completed  being  only  aVjout  six  feet.  Tlie 
later  plans  were  for  vessels  that  should  be  capable  of  going  up  the  Tennes- 
see and  the  Cumberland.  As  rapidly  as  possible  I  prepared  and  presented 
for    the    inspection   of   Secretary  Welles   and  his   aljle   assLstant,   Captain 

Fox,  plans  of  ves- 
sels drawing  five 
feet.  They  were 
not  aeeeptable  to 
Captain  Fox,  who 
said :  "  We  want 
vessels  much 

lighter  than  that."" 
"  But  you  want 
them   to  cany  a 
certain   thickness 


THE  "OSAGE"  (TWIN  OP 

THE  "NEOSHO"). 

FROM  A  PHOTOGRAPH. 

of  iron  I"  I  re- 
plied. 

"  Yes,  we  want 
them  to  be  proof 
against  heavy 
shot — to  be  plat- 
ed and  heav- 
ily plated, — l)ut 
they     must     be 

Qf   much    lio'hter      the  "ciuckasaw"  (type  of  the"  Milwaukee."  "wisNF.BA<io,"ASD"KicKAroo"). 

^  FROM  A  rnOTOGUAPH. 

draught." 

After  the  interview  I  returned  with  the  jilaus  to  my  hotel,  and 
commenced  a  revision  of  them;  and  in  the  coiu-se  of  a  few  days  I  pre- 
sented the  plans  for  the  Osdf/r  and  the  Xcosho.  These  vessels,  accord- 
ing to  my  recollection,  were  aliout  forty-five  feet  beam  on  deck,  their 
sides  slanting  outward,  and  the  tops  of  the  gunwales  rising  only  aVwut 
six  inches  above  the  surface  of  the  water,  so  as  to  leave  very  little 
space  to  be  covered  with  the  plating,  which  extended  two  and  a  half  feet 
down  under  water  on  these  slanting  sides.  The  deck  of  the  vessel,  rising 
from  six  inches  above  water,  curved  upward  aliout  four  feet  higluM-  at 
center;  and  this  was  cover(>d  all  over  witli  iron  an  inch  thick.  The  plating 
on   llie  sides  was  two  and  a  half  inclics  tliick.     Each  vessel  had  a  rotating 
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turret,  carrying  two  eleven-iueli  guns,  the  tiuTet  being  six  inches  thick,  but 
extending  only  a  few  feet  above  the  deck  of  the  vessel.  I  was  very  anxious 
to  construct  these  tui-rets  after  a  plan  which  I  had  devised,  quite  different 
from  the  Ericsson  or  Coles  systems,  and  in  which  the  guns  should  be  oper- 
ated by  steam.  But,  within  a  month  after  the  engagement  at  Fort  Donelson, 
the  memorable  contest  between  the  Merrimac  and  the  Monitor  occm'red, 
whereupon  the  Navy  Department  insisted  on  Ericsson  turrets  being  placed 
upon  these  two  vessels. 

At  the  same  time  the  department  was  anxious  to  have  four  larger  vessels 
for  operations  on  the  lower  Mississippi  River,  which  should  have  two  turrets 
each,  and  it  consented  that  I  should  place  one  of  my  turrets  on  each  of  two 
of  these  vessels  (the  Chickasaw  and  the  Mihraitkee)  at  my  own  risk,  to  be  re- 
placed with  Ericsson's  in  case  of  failure.  These  were  the  first  turrets  in  which 
the  guns  were  manipulated  by  steam,  and  they  were  fired  every  forty-five 
seconds.  The  Osage  and  Neosho,  with  their  armaments,  stores,  and  everything 
on  board,  di'ew  only  three  and  a  half  feet  of  water,  and  steamed  about  nine 
miles  an  hom-.  While  perfecting  those  plans,  I  prepared  the  designs  for  the 
larger  vessels  (the  Chickasaw,  Milwaukee,  Winnehaf/o,  and  Kickapoo),  and 
when  these  were  approved  by  Captain  Fox  and  the  officers  of  the  navy  to 
whom  they  were  submitted  at  Washington,  Mr.  Welles  expressed  the  wish 
that  I  should  confer  with  Admiral  Foote  about  them  before  proceeding  to 
build  them,  inasmuch  as  the  experience  which  he  had  had  at  Forts  Henry  and 
Donelson  and  elsewhere  would  be  of  great  value,  and  might  enable  him  to 
suggest  improvements  in  them.  I  therefore  hastened  from  Washington  to 
Island  Number  Ten,  a  hundred  miles  below  Cairo,  on  the  Mississippi  River, 
where  Foote's  flotilla  was  then  engaged. 

In  the  railway  train  a  gentleman  who  sat  in  front  of  me,  learning  that  I 
had  constructed  Foote's  vessels,  introduced  himself  as  Judge  Foote  of  Cleve- 
land, a  brother  of  the  Admu-al.  Among  other  interesting  matters,  he  related 
an  anecdote  of  one  of  his  little  daughters  who  was  just  learning  to  read. 
After  the  captm-e  of  Fort  Henry  the  squadron  was  brought  back  to  Cairo  for 
repairs,  and,  on  the  Sunday  following,  the  crews,  with  their  gallant  flag-officer, 
attended  one  of  the  churches  in  Cairo.  Admiral  Foote  was  a  thorough  Chris- 
tian gentleman  and  an  excellent  impromptu  speaker.  Upon  this  occasion, 
after  the  congregation  had  assembled,  some  one  whispered  to  him  that  the  min- 
ister was  ill  and  would  be  unable  to  officiate ;  whereupon  the  admiral  went  up 
into  the  pulpit  himself,  and  after  the  usual  prayer  and  hymn  he  selected  as 
the  text  John  xiv.  1,  "  Let  not  your  heart  be  troubled :  ye  believe  in  God, 
Ijelieve  also  in  me."  Upon  this  text  he  delivered  what  was  declared  to  be  an 
excellent  sermon,  or  exhortation,  after  which  he  dismissed  the  congregation. 
An  account  of  the  sermon  was  widely  published  in  the  papers  at  the  time, 
and  came  into  the  hands  of  the  little  niece  just  referred  to.  After  she  had 
read  it,  she  exclaimed  to  her  father :  "  Uncle  Foote  did  not  say  that  right." 
"  Say  what  right  I "  asked  the  father.  "  Why,  when  he  preached."  "  What 
did  he  say ! "     "  He  said,  '  Let  not  your  heart  be  troubled :   ye  believe  in 
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Grod,  believe  also  in  me.'' "  "  Well,  what  should  he  have  said  ?  "  inquired  the 
father.  "  Why,  he  ought  to  have  said,  '  Let  not  your  heart  be  troubled :  ye 
believe  in  Grod,  believe  also  in  the  qun-hoats.'' " 

On  arriving  at  Cairo,  I  found  Representative  Elihu  B.  Washburne,  after- 
ward oiu'  minister  to  France,  waiting  for  an  opportunity  to  visit  the  army, 
then  in  Missouri,  in  the  neighborhood  of  Island  Number  Ten,  cooperating 
with  Admiral  Foote  in  the  reduction  of  that  stronghold.  We  embarked 
together  on  a  small  tug-boat  which  carried  the  mail  down  to  the  fleet.  We 
arrived  and  landed  alongside  the  flag-ship  Benton,  and  were  cordially  greeted 
by  Admu-al  Foote.  I  presented  a  letter  which  I  had  brought  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  ]Sra\'y.  We  withdrew  to  his  cabin  to  consider  the  plans  of  the 
foiu"  new  gun-boats.  Mr.  Washbm-ne  was  sent  to  the  Missouri  shore.  After 
discussing  the  plans  of  the  new  boats  for  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes,  we 
returned  to  the  deck. 

At  the  time  we  landed,  the  Benton  and  the  other  boats  of  the  fleet  were 
anchored  between  two  and  three  miles  above  the  Confederate  forts,  and  were 
then  throwing  their  shells  into  the  enemy's  works.  When  we  boarded  the 
Benton  Admiral  Foote  had  his  lorgnette  in  his  hand,  and  through  it  was 
watching  the  flight  of  each  shell  discharged  from  the  guns  of  his  ship.  He 
resumed  this  occupation  when  we  came  up  on  deck,  until,  after  a  shot  or  two 
had  been  fired,  one  of  his  officers  approached  and  handed  him  a  dozen  or 
more  letters  which  had  been  brought  down  in  the  mail.  While  still  convers- 
ing with  me,  his  eye  glanced  over  them  as  he  held  them  in  his  hand,  and  he 
selected  one  which  he  proceeded  to  open.  Before  reading  probably  four  lines, 
he  turned  to  me  with  great  calmness  and  composure,  and  said,  "  Mr.  Eads, 
I  must  ask  you  to  excuse  me  for  a  few  minutes  while  I  go  down  to  my  cabin. 
This  letter  brings  me  the  news  of  the  death  of  my  son,  aboixt  thirteen  years 
old,  who  I  had  hoped  would  live  to  be  the  stay  and  support  of  his  mother." 

Without  further  remark,  and  without  giving  the  slightest  evidence  of  his 
feelings  to  any  one,  he  left  me  and  went  to  his  cabin.  I  was,  of  course, 
deeply  grieved;  and  when  he  returned  after  an  absence  of  not  more  than 
fifteen  minutes,  still  perfectly  composed,  I  endeavored  to  divert  his  mind 
from  his  affliction  by  referring  to  the  plans  and  to  my  interview  with  his 
Ijrother.  I  told  him  also  the  anecdote  of  his  little  niece  which  his  brother 
had  related,  and  this  served  to  clothe  his  face  with  a  temporary  smile.  I 
then  asked  him  if  he  would  be  kind  enough  to  assign  me  some  place  where 
I  could  sleej)  on  the  Benton  that  night.  It  was  then  probably  3  o'clock  in 
the  day.  He  replied  that  I  must  not  stay  on  board.  I  said  that  I  had  come 
down  for  that  very  purpose,  since  I  wanted  to  see  how  the  Benton  and  the 
other  boats  worked  under  fire.  I  was  not  particular  where  I  slept ;  any  place 
would  do  for  me ;  I  did  not  want  to  turn  any  of  the  officers  out  of  their  rooms. 

With  a  look  of  great  gravity  and  decision,  he  replied : 

"  Mr.  Eads,  I  cannot  permit  you  to  stay  here  a  moment  after  the  tug  is 
ready  to  rettu'n.  There  is  no  money  in  the  world  which  would  justify  me 
in  risking  my  life  here ;  and  you  have  no  duty  here  to  perform,  as  I  have, 
which  requires  you  to  risk  youi's.     You  must  not  stay,"  emphasizing  the 
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words  very  distinctly !    "  You  must  return,  lioth  you  and  Mr.  Washburue,  as 
soon  as  the  tug  is  ready  to  go." 

I  felt  somewhat  disappointed  at  this,  for  I  had  fully  expected  to  spend  a  day 
at  least  on  board  the  Benton^  and  to  visit  the  other  vessels  of  the  fleet,  'svith 
many  of  the  officers  of  which  I  was  well  acquainted.  I  did  not  believe  there  was 
much  danger  in  remaining,  for  the  shells  of  the  enemy  seemed  to  fall  short ; 

but,  within  fifteen  minutes  after 
this,  one  of  these  interesting 
missiles  struck  the  water  fifty 
or  a  hundred  feet  from  the  side 
of  the  Beritoii.  This  satisfied 
me  that  Foote  was  right,  and  I 
did  not  insist  on  staying. 

The  Admu'al  was  a  gi-eat  suf- 
ferer from  sick  headache.  I  re- 
member A-isitiug  him  in  his  room 
at  the  Planter's  House  in  St. 
Louis,  a  day  or  two  after  the 
Vjattle  of  Belmont,  when  he  was 
suffering  very  severely  from  cue 
of  these  attacks,  which  lasted 
two  days.  He  was  one  of  the 
most  fascinating  men  in  com- 
pany that  I  have  ever  met,  being 
fuU  of  anecdote,  and  having  a 
gi'aceful,  easy  flow  of  language. 
He  was  likewise,  ordinarily,  one 
of  the  most  amiable-looking  of 
men;  but  when  angered,  as  I 
once  saw  him,  his  face  impressed  me  as  being  most  savage  and  demoniacal, 
and  I  can  imagine  that  at  the  head  of  a  column  or  in  an  attack  he  wmdd  have 
been  invincilile.  Some  idea  of  the  moral  influence  that  he  possessed  over  men 
may  be  gained  from  the  fact  that,  long  before  the  war,  when  commanding  the 
United  States  fleet  of  three  vessels  in  Cluueso  waters,  he  converted  every 
officer  and  man  in  the  fleet  to  the  principles  of  temperance,  and  had  every  one 
of  them  sign  the  pledge.  I  believe  that  this  was  the  beginning  of  the  reform 
movement  in  the  navy  which  led  to  the  disuse  of  the  rations  of  grog  which 
used  to  be  served  to  the  sailors  on  shipboard  at  stated  hoiu-s  every  day. 

From  my  knowledge  of  Foote,  I  think  that  there  is  no  doubt  that  if  his 
health  had  not  given  way  so  eai'ly  in  the  war,  he  would  have  gained  laurels 
like  those  so  gallantly  won  by  Farragiit.  And,  aside  from  his  martial  charac- 
ter, no  officer  ever  .surpassed  him  in  tliose  evidences  of  genuine  refinement 
and  delicacy  wliicli  mark  the  tru(^  gentleman. 
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BY  HIS  BROTHER,  JOHN  A.  FOOTE. 


THERE  were  six  boys  and  no  gMs  in  my  father's 
family.  I  was  the  eldest  and  am  the  only  sur- 
vivor. The  Admiral  was  next  to  me  in  age.  We 
were  brought  up,  I  think,  upon  purely  patriarchal 
and  Puritan  principles,  so  I  was  surprised  that  my 
father,  on  taking  me  to  the  law  school  at  Litch- 
field, should  so  far  unbend  as  to  say  to  me,  "John, 
I  think  I  have  been  able  to  control  my  family 
pretty  well,  all  except  Andrew  —  I  have  never  tried 
to  do  more  than  to  guide  him."  In  subsequent  life 
I  have  thought  that  in  that  avowal  I  find  the 
secret  of  the  Admiral's  unconquerable  will  and  of 
his  success  as  a  naval  commander.  He  was  very 
genial  and  good-natured,  and  as  a  subaltern  im- 
plicitly obedient.  His  interest  in  the  Christian 
religion  transformed  him  by  subduing  his  will. 
There  never  was  any  cant  about  him,  and  he 
seemed  to  enjoy  life  and  to  get  much  out  of  it. 
A  younger  brother  of  ours  said  to  me,  "  The 
world  is  a  clog  to  me,  but  it  seems  to  be  a  help 
to  Andi'ew."  This  justly  expressed  my  opinion  of 
his  very  decided  and  cheerful  Christian  character. 
I  once  visited  him  when  he  was  stationed  at  the 
Naval  Asylimi  at  Philadelphia.  Asking  of  the  sen- 
tinel before  the  door  for  Lieutenant  Foote,  I  was 
answered  that  he  was  in  his  church,  which  proved 
to  be  only  a  large  room,  at  the  end  of  the  hall, 
where  I  halted  to  catch  his  earnest  entreaties  to 
his  hearers  to  become  good  men.  Such  meetings, 
or  a  Sunday-school,  or  both,  he  sustained  at  all  his 
stations  ashore  or  afloat.  At  one  time  he  doubted 
whether  he  could  conscientiously  continue  in  the 
navy.  My  father  having  asked  him  if  he  did  not 
think  a  navy  necessary,  he  replied,  "  Certainly,  the 
seas  must  be  policed."  Then  added  my  father, 
"Should  the  navy  be  in  charge  of  good  or  bad 
men  ?  "  "  Of  good  men,"  he  replied  —  and  declared 
that  this  view  removed  his  doubts. 

Later  in  life  he  got  bravely  over  such  doubts. 
It  was  enough  for  him  that  as  an  ofiicer  of  the 
Government  he  was  bound  to  do  and  dare  every- 
thing to  put  down  the  rebellion.  I  was  trying  still 
further  to  intensify  him,  by  other  reasons,  when 
he  turned  on  me  and  said :  ' '  John,  will  you  fight  ?  " 
He  saw  that  I  hesitated,  and  at  once  added:  "I 
will  fight  —  my  life  is  in  my  hand  for  this  cause ; 
and  if  you  won't  fight,  don't  talk  quite  so  loud." 

When  he  began  to  descend  the  Mississippi  I 
noticed  that  he  went  very  slowly,  and  lay  off  at  a 
distance  when  attacking  any  position.  I  informed 
him  that  I  thought  the  people  wanted  dash  and 
close  fighting  —  something  sharp  and  decisive. 
He  replied :  "  Don't  you  know  that  my  boats  are 
the  ouly  protection  you  have  upon  your  rivers 
against  the  rebel  gun-boats  —  that  without  my  flo- 
tilla everything  on  your  rivers,  your  cities  and 
towns  would  be  at  the  mercy  of  the  enemy  ?  My 
first  duty  then  is  to  care  for  my  boats,  if  I  am  to 


protect  you.  Now  when  I  ran  up  the  Tennessee 
and  the  Cumberland,  and  attacked  Fort  Henry  and 
Fort  Donelson,  if  my  boats  were  rendered  un- 
manageable as  my  flag-ship  was  at  Donelson,  the 
em-rent  took  care  of  me  by  caiTying  me  away 
from  the  enemy's  works.  But  all  this  is  changed 
when  I  descend  the  Mississippi.  Then  my  boats, 
if  they  become  unmanageable,  are  carried  directly 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy."  I  saw  the  point 
and  had  to  give  in.  As  to  the  comparative  value 
of  the  two  arms  of  the  service — the  Army  and 
the  Navy  —  iu  clearing  the  Western  rivers  of  the 
Confederates,  my  brother  said  they  werelike  blades 
of  shears  —  united,  invincible;  separated,  almost 
useless. 

About  the  middle  of  May,  1862,  being  much 
enfeebled  by  his  wounds  received  at  Fort  Donel- 
son and  by  illness,  he  made  his  home  at  my  house 
in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  until  about  midsummer  of  that 
year.  Dm'ing  this  time  he  retained  his  command, 
and  was  in  constant  i-eceipt  of  reports  from  the  fleet. 

June  17th  he  wrote  to  the  Navy  Department: 

"  If  it  will  not  tie  cousidered  premature,  I  wish  fur- 
ther to  remark,  that  when  this  rebellion  is  crushed 
and  a  squadron  Is  fitted  out  to  enforce  the  new  treaty 
tor  the  supiircssicm  of  the  African  slave-triulr,  I  hIiouUI 
be  iilciiHi'd  to  liave  command.  But  so  liiiiK  as  tin'  rc- 
belliou  coutiuiics,  it  will  be  my  highest  amliitioii  to  bo 
actively  employed  in  aiding  its  suppressiou." 

His  interest  in  Africa  was  intense.  His  one 
book  was  called  ''Africa  and  the  American  Flag." 

In  a  message  to  Congress,  dated  July  6th,  1862, 
President  Lincoln  recommended  a  vote  of  thanks 
to  Admiral  Foote,  which  was  given.  After  his 
return  to  duty  he  was  for  several  months  at  the 
head  of  one  of  the  new  bureaus  of  the  Navy  De- 
partment, and  notwithstanding  the  state  of  his 
health,  after  the  failure  of  the  attack  with  mon- 
itors and  iron-elads  upon  the  Charleston  defenses, 
Admiral  Foote  was  appointed,  June  -ith,  1863,  to 
the  command  of  the  South  Atlantic  Squadron ; 
but  he  was  stricken  down  on  his  way  to  his  com- 
mand. I  was  told  that  Professor  Bache  —  of  the 
Medical  Staff  at  the  New  York  Navy  Yard,  where 
Foote  had  been  stationed  at  the  commencement 
of  the  war  —  said  that  he  dreaded  to  tell  the  Ad- 
miral that  his  attack  was  a  fatal  one,  as  he  thought 
his  heart  was  set  upon  attempting  to  take  Charles- 
ton. But,  instead  of  his  being  affected  by  the 
solemn  intelligence,  Foote  replied  that  he  felt  he 
was  prepared  and  that  he  was  glad  to  be  through 
with  guns  and  war.  He  died  at  the  Astor  House, 
in  the  city  of  New  York,  on  the  26th  of  the  same 
month.  The  mother  of  General  Tilghman,  who  sur- 
rendered Fort  Henry,  was  at  the  hotel,  and,  learning 
of  his  illness,  tendered  her  sympathies.  His  native 
city  of  New  Haven  gave  a  public  funeral,  which 
was  attended  by  the  governor  and  legislature. 


GENERAL  POLK  AND  THE  BATTLE  OF  BELMONT. 

BY  HIS  SON,   DR.  WILLIAM   M.  POLK,   CAPTAIN.   C.   S.   A. 

ON  the  1st  of  November,  1861,  General  Fremont  ordered  General  Grant  at 
Cairo,  and  General  C.  F.  Smith  at  Paduoah,  to  hold  their  commands 
in  readiness  for  a  demonstration  upon  Colum1)Us,  Kentucky,  a  sti"ouo;  posi- 
tion then  occupied  by  about  ten  thousand  Confederate  ti'ooi).s  under  General 
Leonidas  Polk.  The  object  of  the  proposed  demonstration  was  to  cover  an 
effort  to  be  made  to  drive  General  Jeff.  Thompson  from  south-east  Missouri ; 
and  at  the  same  time  to  check  the  sending  of  reenforcements  to  Price.  In 
accordance  with  this  general  plan,  on  the  4th  and  6th  Grant  moved  Colonels 
R.  J.  Oglesby,  W.  H.  L.  Wallace,  and  J.  B.  Plummer  in  the  dir-ectiou  of  the 
town  of  Sikeston,  Mo.  Next  he  ordered  the  garrison  at  Fort  Holt  opposite 
Cairo  to  advance  in  the  direction  of  Columbus,  and  early  on  the  morning 
of  the  7th,  with  a  force  of  about  3500  men  of  all  arms,  convoyed  l)y  the  gun- 
boats Lexington  and  Tyler,  he  steamed  down  the  Mississiii^ii  River  toward  the 
same  objective  point.  Smith  meanwhile  from  the  direction  of  Paducah  threw 
forward  his  column  of  2000  men. 

The  mobilization  of  these  various  commands,  some  12,000  men  in  all,  was 
duly  reported  to  Polk,  and  with  the  report  came  nunors  of  the  enemy's 
designs.  Polk,  however,  did  not  believe  that  so  extensive  a  movement  was 
directed  against  Thomiison,  whose  entire  force  numliered  not  more  than  LjOO 
men,  then  encamj^ed  far  down  toward  Arkansas.  Nor  coiild  he  think  that 
the  plea  of  preventing  the  sending  of  reenforcements  to  Price  was  genuine, 
as  he  knew  that  there  were  no  troops  then  (nor  were  there  likely  to  be  any) 
in  motion  to  join  Price.  On  the  other  hand,  having  for  some  weeks  had 
every  reason  to  expect  a  determined  effort  on  Grant's  part  to  dislodge  him. 
he  naturally  supposed  that  the  looked-for  attack  was  at  hand. 

The  force  at  his  disposal,  including  the  garrison  of  Columbus,  was  then 
about  10,000  men  of  all  arms.  At  Belmont,  opposite  Coluiulnis,  Polk  had 
estabhshed  a  camp  of  observation,  which  was  then  occupied  by  one  regiment 
of  infantry,  a  battery  of  artillery,  and  a  sqiiadron  of  cavalry.  In  order  to 
command  the  approaches  to  this  position  by  the  liatteries  on  the  high  ground 
at  ( Icilumbus,  the  trees  had  been  felled  for  some  distance  along  the  west  bank, 
and  the  fallen  timber  had  been  so  placed  as  to  form  an  aliatis  cajialile  of 
obstructing  the  advance  of  an  enemy.     This  camp  Grant  decided  to  attack. 

Accordingly,  at  about  8  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  7th  he  disembarked 
his  force  on  the  Missouri  shore,  sonic  i^^•c  miles  above  Belmont,  and  ordered 
the  gun-boats  to  drop  below  and  engage  the  batteries  at  Columbus.  Quickly 
forming  his  column.  Grant  pushed  for  the  Confederate  camp. 

Polk  meanwhile  sent  General  McCown  with  a  force  of  infantry  and  artil- 
lery up  the  east  bank  of  the  river,  and,  learning  of  the  landing  of  the  enemy 
on  the  west  shore,  dispatched  General  Pillow  with  four  regiments  to  tlie  aid 
of  the  camp,  thus  providing  this  officer  with  a  force  (2700  of  all  arms)  but  little 
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From  aiiilirotyiies  found  at  the  close  of  the  war  In  the  dead-letter  oflice,  Eichmoiid.  Letters  accompanying  the  por- 
traits suggest  that  the  warlike  attitude  was  a  favorite  pose  lor  plctiu'es  iuteuded  for  sisters  aud  sweethearts. 

inferior  to  that  wliieli  was  about  to  attack  him.  Anxious,  however,  to  give  Pil- 
low all  the  meu  that  he  deemed  necessary,  Polk  moved  over  another  regiment 
(Ave  hundred  men),  which  landed  on  the  Missouri  shore  just  as  the  battle 
began  (10:30  a.  m.)  Thus  in  all  faii'ness  it  must  be  stated,  that  when  the  bat- 
tle of  Belmont  commenced  the  opposing  forces  were  virtually  equal.  The 
engagement  became  general  a  few  minutes  before  11  o'clock.  With  his  line 
well  extended  Grant  bore  down  upon  the  Confederate  jjosition,  and,  though 
stubbornly  resisted,  he  gradually  fought  his  way  forward,  driving  the  Con- 
federates to  the  river  bank  and  captuiing  the  camp. 

Polk  had  been  deterred  from  sending  in  the  tirst  instance  a  larger  force  to 
meet  Grant's  attack  by  the  reports  which  his  scouts  made  of  the  movements 
of  the  transi^orts  upon  the  river,  and  of  the  position  and  numbers  of  the 
columns  from  Fort  Holt  and  Paducah, —  all  tending  to  show  that  the  landing 
upon  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  was  a  mere  feint,  while  the  real  design 
was  an  attack  upon  Columbus.  In  spite  of  this,  however,  as  we  have  seen, 
he  placed  at  Belmont  a  force  fully  equal  to  that  with  which  Grant  was  acting. 
Finding  now  that  this  force  was  being  defeated,  and  learning  at  the  same 
time  that  there  was  no  enemy  upon  the  Kentucky  shore  near  enough  to 
threaten  seriously  his  position,  he  promptly  moved  over  to  Belmont  additional 
reenforcements.     Striking  Grant  u23on  the  flank  and  rear,  he  drove  him  from 
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the  field  and  pursued  him  to  his  trausi)orts.  The  heavy  guns  upon  thf  high 
ground  at  (Jolumhus  aided  materially  in  Grant's  discomfiture ;  as,  after  the 
Confederates  were  driven  to  the  river  bank,  they  were  able  to  rake  the  Fed- 
eral position.  %  These  batteries  also  had  an  opportunity  to  test  their  fire  upon 
gun-boats,  and  the  ease  with  which  they  repulsed  the  two  attacks  which  the 


3>  Greueral  Graut,  in  his  "Personal  Memoirs" 
(New  York:  C.  L.  Weteter  &  Co.j,  says:  "The 
officers  and  men  engaged  at  Belmont  were  then 
under  fire  for  the  first  time.  Veterans  could  not 
have  behaved  better  than  they  did  up  to  the  mo- 
ment of  reaching  the  rebel  camp.  At  this  point 
they  became  demoralized  from  theu-  victory  and 
failed  to  reap  its  full  reward.  The  enemy  had  been 
followed  so  closely  that  when  he  reached  the  clear 
ground  on  which  his  camp  was  pitched  he  beat  a 
hasty  retreat  over  the  river  bank,  which  protected 
him  from  our  shots  and  from  view.  This  precipi- 
tate retreat  at  the  last  moment  enabled  the  Na- 
tional forces  to  pick  their  way  without  hindrance 
through  the  abatis — the  only  artificial  defense 
the  enemy  had.  The  moment  the  camp  was  reached 
our  men  laid  down  their  arms  and  commenced 
rummaging  the  tents  to  pick  up  trophies.  Some 
of  the  higher  officers  were  little  better  than  the 
privates.  They  galloped  about  from  one  cluster 
of  men  to  another,  and  at  every  halt  delivered  a 
short  eulogy  upon  the  Union  cause  and  the  achieve- 
ments of  the  command.  All  this  time  the  troops 
we  had  been  engaged  with  for  four  hours  lay 
crouched  under  cover  of  the  river  bank,  ready  to 
come  up  and  surrender  if  summoned  to  do  so ;  but. 


finding  that  they  were  not  pursued,  they  worked 
their  way  up  the  river  and  came  up  on  the  bank 
between  us  and  our  trau.sports.  I  saw  at  the  .«ame 
time  two  steamers  coming  from  the  Columbus  side 
toward  the  west  shore,  above  us,  black,  or  gray, 
Vi\ih  soldiers  from  boiler-deck  to  roof.  Some 
of  my  men  were  engaged  in  firing  from  captured 
guns  at  empty  steamers  down  the  river,  out  of 
range,  cheering  at  every  shot.  I  tried  to  get  them 
to  turn  their  guns  upon  the  loaded  steamers  aljore 
and  not  so  far  away.  My  efforts  were  in  vain.  At 
last  I  directed  my  staff-officers  to  set  fire  to  the 
camps.  This  drew  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  guns 
located  on  the  heights  of  Columbus.  They  had 
abstained  from  firing  before,  probably  because  they 
were  afraid  of  hitting  their  own  men  ;  or  they  may 
have  supposed,  imtil  the  camp  was  on  fire,  that  it 
was  still  in  the  possession  of  their  friends.  About 
this  time,  too,  the  men  we  had  driven  over  the 
bank  were  seen  in  line  up  the  river  between  us 
and  our  transports.  The  alarm  '  surrounded ' 
was  given.  The  guns  of  the  enemy  and  the  report 
of  being  suiTOunded  brought  officers  and  men  com- 
pletely under  control.  At  first  some  of  the  officers 
seemed  to  think  that  to  be  surroimded  was  to  be 
placed   in   a  hopeless  position,  where  there   was 
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boats  attempted  argaied 
well  for  tlie  efficiency  of 
theii"  service.  In  closing 
his  report  of  tliis  battle, 
General  Polk  says : 

"  On  landing  I  was  met  by 
General  Pillow  and  General 
Cheatham,  whom  I  directed, 
with  the  regiments  of  Gener- 
al Cheatham's  command  and 
portions  of  others,  to  press 
the  enemy  to  his  boats.  This 
order  was  executed  with  alac- 
rity and  m.  double-quick  time. 
The  route  over  which  we 
passed  was  strewn  with  the 
dead  and  wounded  of  the  con- 
flicts of  Colonel  Marks  and 
General  Cheatham,  ah-eady 
alluded  to,  and  with  arms, 
knapsacks,  overcoats,  etc.  On 
arriving  at  the  point  where 
his  transports  lay,  I  ordered 
the  eolunm,  headed  by  the 
154th  Eegimeut  of  Tennessee 
Volunteers,  under  cover  of  a 
field  thickly  set  with  corn,  to 
be  deployed  along  the  river  bank  within  easy  range  of  the  boats.  This  being  accomplished, 
a  heavy  fire  was  opened  upon  them  simultaneously,  riddling  them  with  balls,  and,  as  we  have 
reason  to  beheve,  with  heavy  loss  to  the  enemy.  Under  this  galling  tire  he  cut  his  lines  and 
reti'eated  from  the  shore,  many  of  his  soldiers  being  driven  overboard  by  the  rush  of  those 
behind  them.  Oiu"  fire  was  returned  by  heavy  cannonading  from  his  gun-boats,  which  dis- 
charged upon  our  lines  showers  of  grape,  canister  and  shell,  as  they  retired  with  their  convoy 
in  the  direction  of  Cairo." 

General  Polk  was  mistaken  in  couelnding  that  all  the  Federal  force  had 
reembarked.  The  27th  Illinois  regiment,  whose  colonel,  N.  B.  Buford,  was 
one  of  Polk's  old  West  Point  friends,  had  been  separated  from  the  rest  of  the 
command  in  the  hurry  of  the  retreat,  and,  taking  a  road  that  lay  some  little 
distance  from  the  river,  made  its  way  northward.  Coming  back  to  the  river 
at  a  point  above  that  at  which  General  Grant  had  so  precipitately  taken  to 
his  Ijoats,  it  stxeceeded,  at  about  dark,  in  getting  on  board  a  transport  without 
molestation.  The  absence  of  the  Confederate  cavalry  and  the  confusion  of 
the  pursuit  alone  prevented  the  discovery  and  capture  of  this  force.  | 


GENEKAL    I.LUMIJAS    TOLK,    insllor    UF     LciLlMANA     (KII.I.WIl     NEAR 
KESESAW,   JUNE,    18G4).      1-ROM  A   PHOTOGKAPH. 


nothing  to  do  but  surrender.  But  when  I  announced 
that  we  had  cut  our  way  in  and  could  cut  our  way 
out  just  as  well,  it  seemed  a  new  revelation  to  of- 
ficers and  soldiers.  They  formed  line  rapidly  and 
we  started  back  to  our  boats,  with  the  men  deployed 
as  sku-mishers  as  they  had  been  on  entering  camp. 
The  enemy  was  soon  encountered,  but  his  resist- 
ance this  time  was  feeble." 

4.  General  Grant  thus  describes  the  return  to  the 


boats :  "  The  corn-field  in  front  of  our  transports 
terminated  at  the  edge  of  a  dense  forest.  Before  I 
got  back  the  enemy  had  entered  this  forest  and  had 
opened  a  brisk  fire  upon  the  boats.  Our  men,  with 
the  exception  of  details  that  had  gone  to  the  front 
after  the  wounded,  were  now  either  aboard  the 
transports  or  very  near  them.  Those  who  were 
not  aboard  soon  got  there,  and  the  boats  pushed 
off.     I  was  the  only  man  of  the  National  army  be- 


352 


GENERAL  POLK  AND    THE  BATTLE  OF  BELMONT. 


BRIGADIER-GENtBAL  U     S     GRANT      FROM    A   PHOT 


In  a  note  to  the  editors  Colonel  Frederick  D.  Grant 
says  of  this  picture :  "  It  "was  talieu  lu  Cairo,  111.,  in  1861, 
and  is  a  remarliably  good  pictiire  of  General  Grant  as 
he  looked  at  that  time.  He  had  always  "wovu  his  beard 
trimmed  .short  until  he  was  appointed  colonel  of  the 
21st  Illinois ;  but  during  the  time  that  he  was  serving  in 
Missoiu'i  lie  did  not  trim  his  beard,  nor  did  he  do  so  on 
being  stationed  at  C:iiro  after  his  appnintnient  as  bviga- 
dier-general.  After  lie  liad  l(ni.i.'ht  the  battle  of  Belmont, 
he  sent  for  his  fainily  to  eimie  on  from  Galena  and  make 


him  a  visit.  This  picture  had  been  taken  jnst  before 
the  visit,  and  one  of  the  tlr.st  things  that  my  mother 
said  to  him  was,  that  she  did  not  like  the  length  of 
his  beard.  Later  In  the  winter,  and  a  short  time  after 
our  arrival  in  Cairo,  General  Grant  got  i>emiission 
to  go  to  St.  I>onis  on  business  connectetl  with  his  oom- 
maud.  During  that  visit  he  was  shaved  — the  first 
time  in  my  recollection  th.it  he  ever  was  sh,ived: 
the  second  and  only  other  instance  was  when  he  was 
President. " 


The  battle  of  Belmont  was  long  and  severe.  Beginniiiir  at  half-past  10 
o't'lock  in  the  morning-,  it  did  not  end  niitil  snnset.  The  losses  on  lioth  sides 
lieav  evidence  of  the  eharaoter  of  the  tiii-htinc.     The  Confederate  loss  was 


twoeii  the  ri'liols  and  our  transports.  Tlip  captain 
of  a  boat  that  had  just  pusbod  out,  but  had  not 
started,  recognized  me  and  onlered  tlie  ougiiieer 
not  to  start  tlie  engine ;  lie  then  had  a  plank  run 
out  for  me.  My  horse  seemed  to  take  in  the  sit- 
uation, Tliere  was  no  path  down  the  liaiik,  and 
every  one  acquainted  with  the  Mississippi  River 


know.s  that  its  banks,  in  a  natural  state,  do  not 
vary  at  any  great  angle  from  the  perpendicular. 
My  horse  put  his  fore  feet  over  the  bank  without 
hesitation  or  urging,  and,  with  his  hind  feet  well 
under  him,  slid  down  the  bank  and  trotted  aboard 
the  boat,  twelve  or  lifteen  feet  away,  over  a  single 
gang-plank," — ["  Personal  Memoirs.'"] 


GENERAL  POLK  AND   THE  BATTLE  OF  BELMONT. 


3^} 


642  in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing.  That  of  the  Federals,  owing  to  the 
differences  in  their  figiu-es,  is  more  difficult  to  determine ;  but,  accepting  the 
reports  of  the  brigade  and  regimental  commanders  as  correct,  it  must  be 
placed  at  about  six  himdred  [see  page  355].  It  is,  however,  not  easy  to 
place  entire  confidence  in  these  figiu-es.  One  thing  is  certain :  the  Federal 
dead  and  nearly  all  their  wounded  were  left  upon  the  field.  G-eneral  Pillow 
reports  that  he  bm-ied  295  of  them,  and  that,  under  a  flag  of  truce,  the 
Federals  were  similarly  engaged  "  a  good  part  of  the  day."  Greneral  Grant 
states  that  he  carried  175  prisoners  from  the  field,  and  General  Polk,  that 
after  a  liberal  exchange,  by  which  he  recovered  all  of  his  own  men,  he  had 
still  100  prisoners  in  his  hands.  The  substantial  fruits  of  victory  were,  there- 
fore, with  the  Confederates,  and  their  Congress,  in  acknowledgment  of  the 
fact,  passed  resolutions  commending  Polk,  his  commanders,  and  the  troops 
for  the  service  rendered. 

The  chief  objects  of  General  Grant's  attack,  as  stated  by  himself,  had 
been,  first  to  assist  a  movement  against  General  Thompson's  command,  and 
second,  to  break  up  the  camp  at  Belmont.  He  failed  in  both,  for  the  camp 
was  continued,  and  the  disaster  to  his  command  caused  him  to  recall  the 
troops  sent  after  Thompson.  He  carried  off  two  cannon  and  a  number 
of  the  sick  and  wounded  Confederates  found  in  their  camp ;  but  he  fled 
the  field,  vii-tually  abandoning  one  of  his  regiments,  lea\'ing  his  dead 
and  wounded,  a  large  preponderance  of  prisoners,  a  stand  of  his  colors, 
one  thousand  stand  of  arms,  and  the  caissons  of  his  battery  in  the 
hands  of  the  Confederates.  His  fight  had,  however,  been  a  gallant  one, 
and,  at  one  time,  the  entire  Confederate  line  was  swept  before  his  onset. 


THE   GUN-BOATS  "TYLER"  AND    "LEXINGTON"    FIGHTING   THE    COLUMBUS    BATTERIES    DURING    THE 
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He  lias  estimated  his  force  at  3114  men,  while  the  oommauder  of  his  First 
Brigade  states  it  as  3500.  The  discrepancy  is,  no  doubt,  accounted  for 
by  the  fact  that  five  companies  'were  left  to  guard  the  transports,  thus 
lea\'ing,  for  the  actual  engagement,  the  number  of  troops  stated  by  himself. 
"When  the  battle  began  General  Pillow  had  in  Une  2500  men,  excliLsive  of  a 
squadi'on  of  cavalry  and  a  battery,  and  by  11  o'clock  he  was  joined  by  Walkers 
regiment,  numbering  about  500,  thus  gi'ving  the  Confederates  a  force  fully 
equal  to  that  of  their  antagonists ;  and  yet  they  were  driven  in  much  con- 
fusion from  their  position.  To  account  for  this  thi'ee  reasons  have  been 
assigned  :  It  has  been  said,  first,  that  the  Federal  force  was  largely  superior 
in  numbers ;  secondly,  that  the  Confederates  were  insufficiently  supphed  with 
ammunition;   and  thirdly,  that  they  were  at  a  disadvantage  owing  to  the 

exposed  position  in 
which  theu'  line  was 
foiTned.  The  fii-st  of 
these  reasons  is,  as 
has  just  been  shown, 
cleai'ly  incoiTect ;  the 
second  is  equally  so, 
as  regards  the  in- 
fantry, although  the 
field-batteiy  certain- 
ly was  short  of  pow- 
der and  ball.  Proof 
of  this  may  lie  foimd 
in  the  reports  of 
the  several  regiment- 
al commanders  who 
took  part  in  the  en- 
gagement. On  the 
thu'd  point  the  evi- 
dence shows  that 
most  of  the  line  of  1)attle,  especially  the  center,  was  placed  in  an  exposed 
position,  in  an  open  field,  with  a  heavy  wood  only  about  eighty  yards  distant 
in  its  front.  Under  the  covei-  of  this  wood  the  Federal  force  moved  for- 
ward its  line  of  battle  and,  halting  at  the  timber's  edge,  raked  the  field 
with  its  fire.  The  Confederates  had  been  on  the  gi'ound  for  several  weeks, 
and  the  advantageous  positions  shoiild  have  lieeu  familiar  to  them.  The 
force  sent  over  to  aid  in  opposing  (rraiit  was  on  the  gi'ound  quit«  long 
enough  before  the  battle  began  to  have  found  out  a  better  position  on  which 
to  form,  and  it  stood  in  lino  of  battle  one  hour  before  the  Federal  attack  was 
made.  There  were  several  positions  at  hand,  any  one  of  which  would  have 
been  better.  This  was  especially  the  case  with  the  gi'ound  in  the  rear  of  the 
abatis  of  felled  trees.  It  is  difficult  to  account  for  this  error,  without  taking 
into  consideration  the  characteristics  of  General  Pillow,  the  officer  conuuand- 
ing  upon  the  field.     Pillow  was  a  man  of  unlimited  personal  courage,  and 
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upon  this  occasion,  the  first, 
in  this  war,  in  which  he  had 
had  an  opportunity  to  come 
to  blows  with  his  enemy, 
he  no  doubt  mentally  in- 
vested his  soldiers  with  the 
same  capacity  for  resist- 
ance that  he  felt  within 
himself,  overlooking  the 
fact  that  they  were  fresh 
levies  and  that  it  was  their 
first  engagement.  Be  this 
as  it  may,  he  soon  found 
that  he  was  unable  to  hold 
his  position  and  therefore 
attempted  to  dislodge  the 
concealed  foe  by  a  series 
of  gallant  charges.  These 
proved  of  no  avail,  and, 
after  losing  heavily,  he  had 
to  give  way.  In  the  mean 
time  he  must  have  in- 
flicted hea\'y  loss  upon  the 
enemy,  for  it  required  the 
pressure  of  but  two  addi- 
tional regiments,  which  ar- 
rived al;)out  12  o'clock,  and  numbered  together  but  1000  men,  to  drive  Grant 
from  the  field.  The  force  which  won  the  liattle  of  Belmont  was,  then,  about 
4000  men.  It  is  true  that  an  additional  reenforcemeut  of  2  regiments  of 
'  aliout  500  men  each  was  sent  across  the  river,  but  they  arrived  after  the 
Federal  force  had  been  defeated,  and  took  part  only  in  the  pursuit. 

In  short,  it  maybe  said  that  the  battle  was  fought  by  3114  Federals  against 
4000  Confederates,  the  result  being  a  victory  for  the  latter ;  and  that,  subse- 
quently, the  Confederates  were  reenf orced  by  1000  men  with  whom  they  took 
up  the  pm'suit,  thus  bringing  the  total  upon  the  field  to  5000  of  all  arms.^    In 
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^  A  recent  revision  of  the  official  tables  of  losses 
shows  that  the  estimates  as  given  in  the  official 
records  are  under  the  mark.  The  official  records 
and  the  officially  revised  estimates  furnish  the 
following  data: 

The  Union  forces  engaged  at  Belmont,  Mo.,  un- 
der Brig.-Gen.  U.  S.  Grant,  were  composed  of  the 
First  Brigade,  Brig.-Gen.  John  A.  McClernand; 
27th  Illinois,  Col.  X.  B.  Buford  ;  30th  IHinois,  Col. 
Philip  B.  Fouke  ;  31st  Illinois,  Col.  John  A.  Lo- 
gan ;  Dollins'  Co.  Illinois  Cavalry,  Capt.  J.  J. 
Dollins;  Delano's  Co.  Illinois  Cavalry,  Lieut.  J.  K. 
Catlin;  Battery  B,  1st  Illinois  Lt.  Artillery,  Capt. 
Ezra  Taylor.  Second  Brigade,  Col.  Henry  Dough- 
erty :  22d  niiuois,  Lieut.-Col.  H.  E.  Hart,"  and  7th 


Iowa,  Col.  J.  G.  Lauman, —  the  whole  command 
numbering  3114:  men. 

The  gun-boats  Tyler,  Capt.  Henry  Walke,  and  Lex- 
ington, Capt.  E.  N.  Stembel,  also  bore  a  part  in  the 
engagement. 

The  loss  sustained  by  the  Union  troops,  accord- 
ing to  the  revised  official  returns,  was  120  killed, 
383  wounded,  and  104  captured  or  missing, — 
total,  007.  The  navy  lost  1  killed  and  2  wounded. 

The  superior  officer  on  the  Confederate  side  was 
Maj.-Gen.  Leonidas  Polk,  with  Brig.-Gens.  G.  J. 
Pillow  and  B.  F.  Cheatham  in  subordinate  com- 
mand. The  troops  under  them  immediately  en- 
gaged consisted  of  the  13th  Arkansas,  Col.  James 
C.  Tappan ;  11th  Louisiana,  Col.  S.  F.  Marks  (com- 
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comparing  this  engagement  with  other  battles  of  the  war  the  points  of 
resemblance  between  it  and  that  of  Shiloh,  fought  six  months  later  and 
upon  a  much  more  extended  scale,  must  strike  every  observer.  K  Shiloh 
was  a  defeat  for  the  Confederates,  then,  by  a  similar  chain  of  occurrences 
and  conclusions.  Grant  was  defeated  at  Belmont.  \ 

Soon  after  the  battle  of  Belmont  a  painful  accident  occmTed  at  Colimibus 
by  which  the  commanding  general  nearly  lost  his  life.  Dming  the  progress 
of  the  battle  a  128-pounder  lifted  gun  had  been  charged  while  hot ;  but,  no 
opportunity  offering  to  use  it  to  advantage,  it  was  allowed  to  cool  and  remain 
charged  four  days.  When  fired  it  biu'st.  This  caused  the  explosion  of  its 
magazine,  killing  seven  persons  and  severely  wounding  General  Polk  and 
other  officers. 

In  a  letter  to  his  wife,  dated  Novemljer  12th,  General  Polk  says : 

"  I  and  others  of  my  oflBcers  have  spent  pretty  much  the  ■whole  day  in  my  boat  on  the  river 
with  Buford  [Colonel  N.  B.  Buford,  27th  Illinois]  and  his  officers,  discussing  the  principles 
of  exchange,  and  other  mattei-s  connected  with  the  war.  He  is  as  good  a  fellow  as  ever  lived, 
and  most  devotedly  my  fiiend  —  a  true  Christian,  a  true  soldier,  and  a  gentleman  every  inch 
of  him.  He  said  it  did  him  good  to  come  down  and  talk  with  me,  and  hoped  it  might  be  the 
means  of  peace  and  so  on.  I  was  very  plain  and  clear  in  my  position,  as  you  may  know,  but 
verj'  kind. 

"After  completing  my  exchange,  I  had  still  about  100  of  their  prisoners  in  my  keeping,  and 
among  them  15  or  20  of  his  regiment.  These  he  was  very  anxious  I  should  let  him  take  back. 
He  \u-ged  me  in  every  way,  even  on  the  score  of  our  friendship,  but  I  could  not  >-ield,  especially 
to  such  a  plea,  which  would  have  subjected  me  to  the  charge  of  consulting  individual  preference 
to  public  duty.  He  admitted  it,  and  was  obliged  to  leave  without  them,  but  we  had  a  verj- 
pleasant  day.  I  went  up  with  him  nearly  to  Cairo.  He  wanted  me  to  go  and  spend  the  night 
with  him  ;  so  you  see  how  much  we  have  done  on  this  hne  toward  amehorating  the  severities  of 
this  unfortunate  and  wi-etched  state  of  things.'' 

In  another  letter  to  Mrs.  Polk,  dated  November  1.5th,  he  says : 

"  Since  the  accident  I  have  been  up  the  river  on  two  occasions  to  meet  flags  of  truce :  once  to 
meet  Grant,  and  to-day  to  meet  my  friend  Buford.  My  intei-view  with  General  Grant  was,  on 
the  whole,  satisfactory.  It  was  about  an  exchange  of  prisoners.  He  looked  i-ather  grave,  I 
thought,  like  a  man  who  was  not  at  his  ease.  We  talked  pleasantly  and  I  succeeded  in  getting 
a  smile  out  of  him  and  then  got  on  well  enough.    1  discussed  the  principles  on  which  I  thought 

mandiiig    brigade),    Lietit.-Col     R.    H.    Barrow ;  Cown's  command   on  the   Keutuekv  side  of  the 

Blythe's  Mississippi,  Col.  A.  K.  Blythe ;    '2A  Ten-  river,  also  p.'jrticipati'd. 

nessee, Col. J.Knox Walker(commaudiiig brigade),  The    Confederate    loss  was    105    killed,   410 

Lieut-Col.  W.  B.  Ross;    12th  Tennessee,  Col.  R.  wounded,  aud  117  missing. —  in  all,  041. 

M.  Russell  (commanding  brigade),  Lieut.-Col.  T.  The  whole  number  of  Confederates  on  the  field  is 

H.  Bell;    13th  Tennessee,  Col.  John  V.  Wright ;  not  officially  reported.    The  ."i  regiments  originally 

15th   Tennessee,   Maj.   .1.  W.   Hauibleton  ;   21st  engaged  numliered  about   2,'i00  men.     .\llowing 

Tennessee,  Col.  Ed.  Pickett,  .Tr.  ;    22d  Tennessee,  the  same   average  of  strength  for  the  reenforce- 

Col.  Thomas  J.  Freeman;    1 54th  Senior  Tennes-  ments  subsequently  sent   across    the  river,   and 

see.   Col.   Preston  Smith   (eommauding  brigade),  more  or  less  engaged,  the  Confederates  may  be 

Lieut.-Col.  Marcus  J.Wright:  Watson  (La.)  Bat-  estimatedatnot  lessthau  fivethousand. — Editors, 

tery.  Lieut.-Col.  D.  Beltzhoover:   Mississippi  and  \0f  the  result  of  the  battle.  General  Grant  says: 

TcnuosscM' Cavalry,  Lieut-Cols.  John  H.  Milior  aud  ''Belmont  was  severely  criticised   in  the   North 

T.  II.  Logwood.  as  a  wholly  unnecessary  Ivittle.  barren  of  results 

The  Point  Coupee  (Louisiaual  Battery,  Captain  or  the  possibility  of  them  from  the  beginning.     If 

R.  A.  Stewart ;  Mississippi  Battery.  Captain  Me-  it   had   not  been  fought.  Colonel  Oglcsby   would 

lanothon  Smith;  Siege  Battorv,  Captain  S.  H.  D.  probably  have  been  captured  or  destroyed  with  his 

Hamilton,  aud   the   Port   -Vrtillery.   Major  .\.   P.  three  thoufand  men.     Thou   I  should  have  been 

Stewart,    all  of  Brigadier-General  John    P.    Mc-  culpable  indeed." — ["Personal  Memoirs."] 
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KEEMBAEKATION    OF    GRANT'S    TROOPS    AFTER    THE    BATTLE.     FROM    A  DRAWING    BY    REAR-ADMIRAL    WALKE. 


the  war  should  be  conducted ;  denounced  all  barbarity,  vandalism,  plundering,  and  all  that, 
and  got  him  to  say  that  he  would  join  in  putting  it  down.  I  was  favorably  impressed  with  him ; 
he  is  undoubtedly  a  man  of  much  force.  We  have  now  exchanged  five  or  six  flags,  and  he 
grows  more  civil  and  respectful  every  time." 

It  was  at  one  of  these  conferences  that  an  amusing  incident  occurred  which, 
so  far  from  marring  the  harmony  of  the  occasion,  afforded  much  merriment 
to  all  present.  The  jest  chanced  to  be  at  Colonel  Bnford's  expense.  The 
matters  of  the  flag  of  truce  had  all  been  discussed,  and  the  party  had  ad- 
journed to  partake  of  a  simple  luncheon  which  the  Confederates  had  provided. 
As  the  company  rose  from  the  table  the  gallant  colonel,  raising  his  glass, 
proposed :  "  George  Washington,  the  Father  of  his  Country."  General  Polk, 
with  a  merry  twinkle  in  his  eye,  quickly  added :  "And  the  first  Eebel ! "  The 
Federal  officers,  caught  in  their  own  trap,  gracefully  acknowledged  it  by 
drinking  the  amended  toast. 

A  little  later  General  Cheatham,  who  was  an  ardent  follower  of  the  tui-f, 
discovered  symptoms  of  a  like  weakness  in  General  Grant.  After  they  had 
been  conversing  for  some  time  upon  official  matters,  the  conversation  di-ifted 
upon  the  subject  of  horses.  This  congenial  topic  was  pursued  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  each  until  it  finally  ended  in  a  grave  proposition  from  Cheatham 
to  Grant  that,  as  this  thing  of  fighting  was  a  troublesome  affair,  they  had 
best  settle  the  vexing  questions  about  which  they  had  gone  to  war,  by  a 
grand,  international  horse-race  over  on  the  Missouri  shore.  Grant  laughingly 
answered  that  he  wished  it  might  be  so. 


THE  GUN-BOATS  AT  BELMONT  AND  FORT  HENRY. 


BY  HENRY  WALKE,  REAR-ADMIRAL,  U.  S.  X. 


AT  the  liegiuniiig  of  the  war,  the  army  aud  navy 
-  were  mostly  emiiloyed  iu  protecting  the  loyal 
l^eople  who  resided  on  the  liorders  of  the  disaffected 
States,  and  in  reconciling  those  whose  s^iinpathies 
were  opposed.  But  the  defeat  at  Manassas  and  other 
reverses  con\T.ueed  the  Government  of  the  seiioiis 
character  of  the  contest,  and  of  the  necessity  of  more 
vigorous  and  extensive  preparations  for  war.  Our 
THE  ciNciNN.T,  ■•  AT  FORT  „E«R,.  i^slvj  yards  weve  soon  filled  's\-ith  workmen ;  reeniit- 
ing  stations  for  unemployed  seamen  were  established,  and  we  soon  had  more 
sailors  than  were  required  for  the  ships  that  could  be  fitted  for  service.  Artil- 
lerymen for  the  defenses  of  Washington  being  scarce,  five  hundred  of  these 
sailors,  with  a  battalion  of  marines  (for  guard  duty),  were  sent  to  occiipy 
the  forts  on  Shuter's  Hill,  near  Alexandria.  The  Feiisacola  and  the  Potomac 
flotilla  aud  the  soal>oard  navy  yards  required  nearly  all  of  the  remaining 
un('nii)loyed  seamen. 

WliUe  Foot(»  was  improvising  a  flotilla  for  the  Western  rivers  he  was  mak- 
ing urgent  appeals  to  the  (Tovernment  for  seamen.  Finally  some  one  at  the 
Navy  Department  thought  of  the  five  hundred  tars  stranded  on  Shuter's  Hill, 
and  obtained  an  ordcn-  for  their  transfer  to  Cairo,  where  they  were  placed  on 
the  receiving  ship  n/a/v'a  Dciniiiiff.  There  they  met  fresh-water  sailors  from 
our  greiit  lakes,  and  steamboat  hands  from  the  Western  rivei-s.     Of  the  sea- 
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men  from  the  East,  there  were  Maine  lumbermen,  New  Bedford  whalers,  New 
York  liners,  and  Philadelphia  sea-lawyers.  The  foreigners  enlisted  were 
mostly  Irish,  with  a  few  English  and  Scotch,  French,  Grermans,  Swedes, 
Norwegians,  and  Danes.  The  Northmen,  considered  the  hardiest  race  in  the 
world,  melted  away  in  the  Southern  sun  with  surprising  rapidity. 

On  my  gun-boat,  the  Caroudelet,  were  more  young  men  perhaj^s  than  on  any 
other  vessel  in  the  fleet.  Philadelphians  were  in  the  majority;  Bostoniaus 
came  next,  with  a  sprinkling  from  other  cities,  and  just  enough  men-o'-war's 
men  to  leaven  the  lump  with  naval  dis- 
cipline.    The  De  Kalh  had  more  than  its 

share  of  men-o'-war's  men,  Lieutenant-Com-  ^^^^¥^St^sr^"^f^ 

mander  Leonard  Paulding  ha^dng  had  the    _^^**^^^k'^^'  "'^*15^=>-<y  ^^ 
first  choice  of  a  full  crew,  and  having  se-    "^  IJLr^M^'IS^iggliPi^^^ 
cured  all  the  frigate  Sahine'^s  reenlisted  men 
who  had  been  sent  West. 

During  the  spring  and  siunmer  of  1861, 
Commander  John  Rodgers  purchased,  and 
he,  with  Commander  Roger  N.  Stembel,  Lieutenant  S.  L.  Phelps,  and  Mr. 
Eads,  altered,  equipped,  and  manned,  for  immediate  service  on  the  Ohio 
and  Mississippi  rivers,  3  wooden  gun-boats — the  Tyler,  of  6  8-inch  shell-guns 
and  2  3'2-pounders ;  the  Lexhif/fo)i,  of  1  8-ineh  sheU-guns  and  2  32-pounders, 
and  the  Coiiesfoqa,  of  4  32-pounder  guns.  This  nucleus  of  the  Mississippi 
flotilla  (like  the  fleets  of  Perry,  Macdonough,  and  Chauncey  in  the  war  of  1812) 
was  completed  with  gTeat  skill  and  dispatch ;  they  soon  had  full  possession  of 
the  Western  livers  above  Columbus,  Kentucky,  and  rendered  more  important 
sei-vice  than  as  many  regiments  could  have  done.  On  October  12th,  1861,  the 
St.  Louis,  afterward  known  as  the  De  Kalh,  the  first  of  the  seven  iron-clad  gun- 
boats ordered  of  Mr.  Eads  by  the  Gfovernment,  was  launched  at  Carondelet, 
near  St.  Louis.  The  other  iron-clads,  the  Cinciunaii,  Carondelet,  Louisville, 
Moutul  City,  Cairo,  and  Pittsburgh,  were  launched  soon  after  the  St.  Louis, 
Mr.  Eads  having  pushed  forward  the  work  with  most  commendable  zeal  and 
energy.  Three  of  these  were  built  at  Mound  City,  lU.  To  the  fleet  of  iron- 
clads above  named  were  added  the  Benton  (the  largest  and  best  vessel  of  the 
Western  flotiUa),  the  Essex,  and  a  few  smaller  and  partly  armored  gun-boats. 

Plag-Otficer  Foote  arrived  in  St.  Louis  on  September  6th,  and  assumed 
command  of  the  Western  flotilla.  He  had  been  my  fellow-midshipman  in  1827, 
on  board  the  United  States  ship  Natchez,  of  the  West  India  squadron,  and  was 
then  a  promising  young  officer.  He  was  transferred  to  the  Hornet,  of  the 
same  squadi"on,  and  was  appointed  her  sailing-master.  After  he  left  the  Natchez, 
we  never  met  again  until  February,  1861,  at  the  Brooklyn  Navy  Yard,  where 
he  was  the  executive  officer.  Foote,  Schenck,  and  myself  were  then  the  only 
sm-vivors  of  the  midshipmen  of  the  Natchez,  in  her  cruise  of  1827,  and  now 
I  am  the  only  officer  left. 

Dui'ing  the  cruise  of  1827,  while  pacing  the  deck  at  night,  on  the  lonely  seas, 
and  talking  with  a  pious  shipmate,  Foote  became  convinced  of  the  truth  of 
the  Christian  religion,  of  which  he  was  an  earnest  professor  to  the  last.     He 
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THE    GUNBOATS   "TILEE"   ASD   "LEXINGTON"   ENGAGING    THE    BATTERIES    Ol'    COLCMBC^.    KT.,    DrRDiG 
THE    BATTLE    OF    BELMONT.      AFTER   A    SKETCH    BY    REAB-ADMIBAL  WALKE. 


In  a  letter  written  early  in  January,  18G2,  General  Polk 
says  of  the  works  at  Columbus  :  "  We  are  still  quiet 
here.  I  am  employed  in  making:  more  and  more  ditfieult 
tlie  task  to  take  this  place.  ...  I  have  now,  mounted 
and  in  position,  all  round  my  works,  140  cannon  of 


various  calihers.  and  they  look  not  a  little  fonuidable. 
Besides  this,  I  am  pavins  the  bottom  of  the  river  with 
submarine  batteries,  to  say  nothing  of  a  tremendous, 
heavy  chain  across  the  river.  I  am  planting  mines  out 
in  the  roads  also." 


rendered  importaut  service  while  in  command  of  the  brig  Pern/,  on  the  coast 
of  Africa,  in  1849,  in  suppressing  the  slave-trade,  and  he  greatly  distinguished 
himself  by  his  skill  and  gallantry  in  the  attack  upon  the  Barrier  Forts,  near 
Canton  (1856),  which  he  breached  and  carried  by  assault,  leading  the  assailing 
column  in  person.  He  was  slow  and  cautious  in  arriving  at  conclusions,  but 
firm  and  tenacious  of  purpose.  He  has  been  called  ''  the  StonewaU  Jackson 
of  the  Nav^V  He  often  preached  to  his  crew  on  Sundays,  and  was  always 
desu'ous  of  doing  good.  He  was  not  a  man  of  striking  personal  appeai-auee, 
but  there  was  a  sailor-hke  heartiness  and  frankness  about  Mm  that  made  his 
company  very  desirable. 

Flag-Officer  Foote  arrived  at  Cairo  Septemlier  12th,  and  relieved  Commander 
John  Rodgers  of  the  command  of  the  station.  The  first  operations  of  the 
Western  flotilla  consisted  chiefly  of  reconnoissances  on  the  Mississippi,  Ohio, 
Cumberland,  and  Tennessee  rivers.  At  this  time  it  was  imder  the  control  of 
the  War  Department,  and  acting  in  cooperation  with  the  army  under  General 
Grant,  whose  headquarters  were  at  Cairo. 

On  the  evening  of  the  6th  of  November,  1861,  I  received  instructions  from 
General  Grant  to  proceed  down  the  Mississippi  with  the  woodeu  gim-boats 
Ti/ler  and  Lexbiijton  on  a  recouuoissauce,  and  as  convoy  to  some  half- 
dozen  transport  steamers;  but  I  did  not  know  the  ehai-acter  of  the  service 
expected  of  me  until  I  anchored  for  tlie  night,  seven  or  eight  miles  below 
Cairo.  Early  the  next  morning,  while  the  troops  were  being  landed  near 
Belmont,  Missouri,  opposite  Columbus,  Kentucky,  I  attacked  the  Confederate 
batteries,  at  the  request  of  General  Grant,  as  a  diversion,  which  was  done 
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with  some  effect.  But  the  superiority  of  the  enemy's  batteries  on  the  bluffs 
at  Columbus,  both  in  the  number  and  the  quality  of  his  guns,  was  so  great 
that  it  would  have  been  too  hazardous  to  have  remained  long  under  his  fii-e 
with  such  fraU  vessels  as  the  Tyler  and  Lexington^  which  were  only  expected 
to  protect  the  land  forces  in  case  of  a  repulse.  Having  accomplished  the 
object  of  the  attack,  the  gun-boats  withdi'ew,  but  retiu'ned  twice  diu'ing  the 
day  and  renewed  the  contest.  Dining  the  last  of  these  engagements  a 
cannon-ball  passed  obliquely  through  the  side,  deck,  and  scantling  of  the 
Tyler,  killing  one  man  and  wounding  others. '  This  convinced  me  of  the 
necessity  of  withdrawing  my  vessels,  which  had  been  mo\dng  in  a  circle  to 
confuse  the  enemy's  gunners.  "We  fired  a  few  more  broadsides,  therefore, 
and,  perceiving  that  the  fiaing  had  ceased  at  Belmont,  an  ominous  circum- 
stance, I  retiu'ned  to  the  landing,  to  protect  the  army  and  transports.  In  fact, 
the  destruction  of  the  gam-boats  wordd  have  involved  the  loss  of  our  army 
and  oui-  depot  at  Caho,  the  most  important  one  in  the  "West. 

Soon  after  we  retiu'ned  to  the  landing-place  our  troops  began  to  appear,  and 
the  officers  of  the  gun-boats  were  warned  by  Greneral  McClernand  of  the 
approach  of  the  enemy.  The  Confederates  came  en  masse  through  a  corn- 
field, and  opened  with  musketry  and  light  artillery  upon  the  transports, 
which  were  filled  or  being  filled  with  oiu-  retreating  soldiers.  A  well-dii"ected 
fire  from  the  gnin-boats  made  the  enemy  fly  in  the  greatest  confusion. 

Flag-Officer  Foote  was  at  St.  Louis  when  the  battle  of  Belmont  was  f oiight, 
and  made  a  report  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  the  part  which  the 
gun-boats  took  in  the  action,  forwarding  my  official  report  to  the  Navy 
Department.  The  ofl&cers  of  the  vessels  were  highly  complimented  by 
Greneral  Grant   for  the  important  aid  they  rendered  in  this  battle;   and 

in  his  second  official  report  of  the  ac- 
tion he  made  references  to  my  report. 
It  was  impossible  for  me  to  inform  the 
flag-officer  of  the  general's  intentions, 
which  were  kept  perfectly  secret. 

During  the  winter  of  1861-62,  an  ex- 
pedition was  planned  by  Flag-Officer 
Foote  and  Generals  Grant  and  Mc- 
Clernand against  Fort  Heniy,  situ- 
ated on  the  eastern  bank  of  the 
Tennessee  Eiver,  a  short  distance 
south  of  the  line  between  Kentucky 
and  Tennessee.  In  January  the  iron- 
clads were  brought  down  to  Cairo, 
and  gTeat  efforts  were  made  to  pre- 
pare them  for  immediate  service,  but 
only  foru"  of  the  u'on-clads  could  be 
made  ready  as  soon  as  required. 
On  the  morning  of  the  2d  of  Febru- 
MAP  or  THE  REGION  OF  FooTE's  oPEKATioNs.         ary  thc  flag-oflficer  left  Cairo  with  the 
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four  armored  vessels  above  named,  and  the  wooden  gun-ljoats  Tifkr,  Lexington, 
and  Cone.'itofja,  and  in  the  evening  reached  the  Tennessee  River.  On  the  4th 
the  fleet  anchored  six  miles  Vjelow  Fort  Heniy.  The  next  day,  -while  recon- 
noitering,  the  Essex  received  a  shot  which  passed  through  the  pantry  and  the 
officers'  quarters  and  \asited  the  steerage.i!!r  On  the  5th  tin-  flag-officer  inspected 
the  officers  and  crew  at  quarters,  addressed  them,  and  offered  a  prayer. 

Hea-vj-  rains  had  been 
falling,  and  the  river  had 
risen  rapidly  to  an  un- 
usual height;  the  swift 
euiTeut  brought  down 
an  immense  quantitj-  of 
heavy  drift-wood,  lum- 
ber, fences,  and  lai-ge 
trees,  and  it  required  all 
the  steam-power  of  the 
( 'aroudelet,  withliothan- 
chors  down,  and  the  most 
strenuous  exertions  of 
the  oflficers  and  crew, 
working  day  and  night, 
to  prevent  the  boat  from 
being  dragged  down- 
stream. This  adversity  appeared  to  dampen  the  ardor  of  our  crew,  1>ut  when  the 
next  morning  they  saw  a  large  number  of  white  olgeets,  which  through  the  fog 
looked  like  polar  bears,  coming  do\vn  the  stream,  and  ascertained  that  they  were 
the  enemy's  torpedoes  forced  from  their  moorings  by  the  powerful  ciu'rent,  they 
took  heart,  regarding  the  freshet  as  pro\'idential  and  as  a  presage  of  A-ictoiy. 
The  overflowing  river,  wliich  opposed  oiu"  progress,  swept  away  in  broad  day- 
light this  hidden  peril ;  for  if  the  torpedoes  had  not  been  disttu-bed,  or  had 
broken  loose  at  night  while  we  were  sho^-ing  the  drift-wood  from  our  bows, 
some  of  them  would  surely  have  exploded  near  or  under  our  vessels. 

The  6th  dawned  mild  and  cheering,  with  a  light  lireeze,  sufficient  to  clear 
away  the  smoke.  At  10:20  the  flag-officer  made  the  signal  to  prepare  for 
battle,  and  at  10:50  came  the  order  to  get  under  way  and  steam  up  to  Panther 
Island,  about  two  miles  below  Fort  Henry.  At  11:;>5,  having  passed  the  foot 
of  the  island,  we  formed  in  line  and  approached  the  fort  fom-  aln-east. —  the 
Essex  on  the  right,  then  the  Cii/ciiniati,  ('(iroixh'lct,  and  St.  Louis.  For  want 
of  room  the  last  two  were  interlocked,  and  remained  so  during  the  fight. 


UNITED    STATES    GUN-BOAT  "TYLER."       FROM    A    DRAWING    BY 
REAR-ADMIRAL    WALKE. 


■^  Composition  and  losses  of  the  Union  fleet  at 
Fort  Henry  :  Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote,  oonimaud- 
ing.  Fin-t  Dirinioii  :  Flagship  Ciiiciiiiiati,  Com- 
luiuulor  R.  N.  Stembel :  0  oLl -pounders.  .'!  S-ineh. 
4  rifled  army  42-pounders,  I  1'2-ponnder  boat- 
howitzer;  Essex,  t'onnnander  W.  D.  Porter:  1 
312 -pounder,  3  11-ineh,  1  10-ineh,  1  I'J -pounder 
boat-howitzer;  roroHrfc^f/,  Commander  H.  Walke 
(same  armament  as  the  Ciiichiiiiiti):  •*•''.  Louis. 
Lieut. -Connnanding  L.  Paulding:    7  :iL'-pounders, 


•2  S-ineli.  4  rifled  4'J-pounders.  1  rifled  boat- 
howitzer.  .<(roiirf  r>iri.\io)i :  Lieut.  S.  L.  Phelps, 
eommanding  :  Cont.'itoiia,  Lieut. -Coinraanding  S.L. 
Phelps:  4  ;VJ-pouuders  :  T)ilrr,  Lieut. -Command- 
ing William  Gwin:  1  ;^'J-pounder,  li  S-inoh  ;  LcjiHtf- 
toii.  Lieut. -Comnninding  .T.  W.  Shirk  :  -  :?•_' -pound- 
ers. 4  8-ineh.  The  Union  loss  as  officially  reported 
was:  Cinrinnati,  killed,  1:  wounded.  0.  £.«.«(\r. 
killed,  ti ;  wounded.  1 S  ;  missing,  ."i.  Total  killed, 
7;  wounded,  L'7:  mis.sing,  ."i.    Total,:>0. — EpiTOK.*. 
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As  we  slowly  passed  up  this  uai*row  stream,  not  a  sound  could  be  heard  nor 
a  mo'VTiig  object  seen  in  the  dense  woods  which  overhiuig  the  dark  and  swollen 
river.  The  gun-crews  of  the  Carondelet  stood  silent  at  theii"  posts,  impressed 
with  the  serious  and  important  character  of  the  sei-vice  before  them.  About 
noon  the  fort  and  the  Confederate  flag  came  suddenly  into  view,  the  barracks, 
the  new  earth-works,  and  the  gi'eat  guns  well  manned.  The  captains  of  our 
guns  were  men-of-war's  men,  good  shots,  and  had  their  men  weU  drilled. 

The  flag-steamer,  the  Ciuchuiati,  fired  the  fu'st  shot  as  the  signal  for  the 
others  to  begin.  At  once  the  fort  was  ablaze  with  the  flame  of  her  eleven 
heavy  gams.  The  wild  whistle  of  their  rifle-shells  was  heard  on  every  side 
of  us.  On  the  Carondelet  not  a  word  was  spoken  more  than  at  ordinary 
di'ill,  except  when  Matthew  Ai'thiu",  captain  of  the  starboard  bow-gnin,  asked 
permission  to  fire  at  one  or  two  of  the  enemy's  retreating  vessels,  as  he 
could  not  at  that  time  bring  his  gun  to  bear  on  the  fort.  He  fired  one  shot, 
which  passed  thi'ough  the  upper  cabin  of  a  hospital-boat,  whose  flag  was  not 
seen,  but  injm-ed  no  one.  The  Carondelet  was  struck  ia  about  thkty  places 
by  the  enemy's  heavy  shot  and  shell.  Eight  struck  within  two  feet  of  the 
bow-ports,  leading  to  the  boilers,  around  which  barricades  had  been  built  — 
a  precaution  which  I  always  took  before  going  into  action,  and  which  on 
several  occasions  prevented  an  explosion.  The  Carondelet  fired  107  shell  and 
solid  shot ;  none  of  her  officers  or  crew  was  killed  or  wounded. 

The  firing  from  the  armored  vessels  was  rapid  and  well  sustained  from  the 
beginning  of  the  attack,  and  seemingly  accurate,  as  we  could  occasionally 

see  the  earth  thrown  in 
gi-eat  heaps  over  the  en- 
emy's guns.  Nor  was  the 
fii-e  of  the  Confederates  to 
be  despised ;  their  heavy 
shot  broke  and  scattered 
our  ii'on-plating  as  if  it 
had  been  putty,  and  often 
passed  completely  through 
the  casemates.  But  oui-  old 
men-of-war's  men,  captains 
of  the  guns,  proud  to  show 
theii'  worth  in  battle,  in- 
fused life  and  courage  into 
their  young  comrades. 
"WTien  these  exj^erienced 
gunners  saw  a  shot  coming 
toward  a  port,  they  had 
the  coolness  and  discretion 
to  order  their  men  to  bow 
down,  to  save  their  heads. 

After   nearly    an    hour's 
hard   fighting,  the  captain 
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of  the  Essex,  going  below,  and  compliraeuting  the  Fu-st  Di\-ision  for  their 
splendid  execution,  asked  them  if  they  flid  not  want  to  rest  and  give  three 
cheers,  which  were  given  with  a  will.  But  the  feelings  of  joy  on  board  the 
Essex  were  suddenly  changed  by  a  calamity  which  is  thus  described  in  a 
letter  to  me  from  James  Laning,  second  master  of  the  Essex  : 

"  A  shot  from  the  enemy  pierced  the  casemate  just  above  the  port-hole  on  the  port  side,  then 
through  the  middle  boiler,  killing  in  its  flight  Acting  Masters  Mate  S.  B.  Brittan,  Jr.,  and  opening 
a  chasm  for  the  escape  of  the  scalding  steam  and  water.  The  scene  Tvhich  followed  was  atmost 
indescribable.  The  writer,  who  had  gone  aft  in  obedience  to  orders  only  a  few  moments  before 
(and  was  thus  providentially  saved),  was  met  by  Fourth  Master  Walker,  followed  by  a  crowd 
of  men  rushing  aft.  Walker  called  to  me  to  go  back ;  that  a  shot  from,  the  enemy  had  carried 
away  the  steam-pipe.  I  at  once  ran  to  the  stem  of  the  vessel,  and,  looking  out  of  the  stem- 
port,  saw  a  number  of  our  brave  fellows  struggling  in  the  water.  The  steam  and  hot  water  in 
the  forward  gun-deck  had  driven  all  who  were  able  to  get  out  of  the  ports  overboard,  except  a 
few  who  were  fortunate  enough  to  cling  to  the  casemate  outside.  When  the  explosion  took 
place  Captain  Porter  was  standing  dii'Gotly  in  front  of  the  boilers,  with  his  aide,  Mr.  Brittan, 
at  his  side.  He  at  once  rushed  for  the  port-hole  on  the  starboard  side,  and  threw  himself 
out,  expecting  to  go  into  the  river.  A  seaman,  John  Walker,  seeing  his  danger,  caught  liim 
around  the  waist,  and  supporting  him  with  one  hand,  clung  to  the  vessel  with  the  other,  until, 
with  the  assistance  of  another  seaman,  who  came  to  the  rescue,  they  succeeded  in  getting  the 
captain  upon  a  narrow  guard  or  projection  wliich  ran  around  the  vessel,  and  thus  enabled  him 
to  make  his  way  outside  to  the  after-port,  where  I  met  him.  Upon  speaking  to  him,  he  told  me 
he  was  badly  hurt,  and  that  I  must  hunt  for  Mr.  Riley, 
the  First  Master,  and  if  he  was  disabled  I  must  take 
command  of  the  vessel,  and  man  the  battery  again.  Mr. 
Kiley  was  unharmed,  and  ah-eady  in  the  discharge  of  his 
duties  as  Captain  Porter's  successor.  In  a  vei-j'  few  min- 
utes after  the  explosion  our  gallant  ship  (which,  in  the 
language  of  Flag-Offlcer  Foote,  had  fought  most  effect- 
ively through  two-thirds  of  the  engagement)  was  drift- 
ing slowly  away  from  the  scene  of  action  ;  her  commander 
badly  wounded,  a  number  of  her  officers  and  crew  dead 
at  theh-  post,  while  many  others  were  writhing  in  their 
last  agony.  As  soon  as  the  scalding  steam  would  admit, 
the  forward  gun-deck  was  explored.  The  pilots,  who  were 
both  in  the  pilot-house,  were  scalded  to  death.  Marshall 
Ford,  who  was  steering  when  the  explosion  took  place, 
was  found  at  his  post  at  the  wheel,  standing  erect,  his 
left  hand  holding  the  spoke  and  his  right  hand  grasp- 
ing the  sigual-bcU  rope.  A  seaman  named  James  CofEey. 
who  was  shot-man  to  the  No.  2  gun,  was  on  his  knees,  in 
the  act  of  taking  a  shell  fi-om  the  box  to  be  passed  to  the 
loader.  The  escaping  steam  and  hot  water  had  struck 
him  square  in  the  face,  and  he  met  death  in  that  position. 
When  I  told  Captain  Porter  that  we  were  \-ictorious,  he 
immediately  rallied,  and,  raising  himself  on  his  elbow, 
called  for  three  cheers,  and  gave  two  himself,  falling  I'x- 
hausted  on  the  mattress  in  his  effort  to  give  the  tliird. 
A  seaman  named  .Jasper  P.  Breas.  who  was  badly  scalded, 
sprang  to  his  feet,  esclaiming:  'Surrender!  I  must  see 
lliat  with  my  own  eyes  before  I  die.'  Before  any  one 
could  interfere,  he  clambered  up  two  short  flights  of  stairs 
to  tlu'  spar-deck.  He  shouted  "  (rlory  to  (.od  ! '  and  sank 
exhausted  on  the  deck.     Poor  Jasper  died  that  night." 


I 


A,  iron  rod  anin»il  with  prongs  to  riston 
upon  the  liottoiii  of  boats  poing  uivstreain 
anil  act  >ipon  B,  a  lover  conneotiu;;  with 
trigger  to  explode  a  oapand  ignite  the  jk>w- 
der.  r.  oanvrts  bag  containing  TO  lbs.  of 
powder.  D.  anchors  to  hold  toriHslo  in  place. 
This  ti»rpedo  consistitl  of  a  stout  sheet- 
iron  cyliiitler.  i>ointe»l  at  iKith  ends,  atwiut 
■<'v  feet  long  and  1  foot  in  diameter.  The 
iron  lever  was  S<-i  feet  long,  and  armeilvrith 
prongs  to  catch  in  the  Iwttom  of  a  Iwat. 
This  lever  was  constructed  to  move  the  iron 
roil  on  the  inside  of  the  cylinder,  thus  acting 
upon  the  triggi-rof  theloek  to  explode  thecap 
and  Hi-c  the  powder.  Tlie  machine  was  an- 
•hiind.  pnsciitiiii:  the  proni.'S  in  such  a  way 
that  boats  coiui:  tlown-stn^am  should  slide 
over  theiu,  but  those  cotningup  should  catch. 
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;dns.    aftek   a  sketch  ev  keai!-ad:\iirai,  walke. 


The  Essex  before  the  accident  had  fired  seventy  shots  from  her  two 
9-inch  guns.  A  powder  boy,  Job  Phillips,  fourteen  years  of  age,  coolly 
marked  down  upon  the  casemate  every  shot  his  gun  had  fired,  and  his 
account  was  'confirmed  by  the  gunner  in  the  magazine.  Her  loss  in  killed, 
wounded,  and  missing  was  thirty-two. 

The  St.  Louis  was  struck  seven  times.  She  fii-ed  one  hundi-ed  and  seven 
shots  diu'iiig  the  action.  No  one  on  board  the  vessel  was  killed  or 
woimded. 

Flag-Officer  Foote  dm-ing  the  action  was  in  the  pilot-house  of  the  Cincin- 
nati^ which  received  thirty-two  shots.  Her  chimneys,  after-cabin,  and  boats 
were  completely  riddled.  Two  of  her  guns  were  disabled.  The  only  fatal 
shot  she  received  passed  thi"ough  the  larboard  front,  killing  one  man  and 
wounding  several  others.  I  happened  to  be  looking  at  the  flag-steamer 
when  one  of  the  enemy's  heavy  shot  struck  her.  It  had  the  effect,  appar- 
ently, of  a  thunder-bolt,  ripping  her  side-timbers  and  scattering  the  splinters 
over  the  vessel.  She  did  not  slacken  her  speed,  but  moved  on  as  though 
nothing  unexpected  had  happened. 

From  the  number  of  times  the  gun-boats  were  struck,  it  would  appear  that 
the  Confedei'ate  artillery  practice,  at  first,  at  least,  was  as  good,  if  not  better, 
than  oiu's.  This,  however,  was  what  might  have  been  expected,  as  the  Con- 
federate gunners  had  the  advantage  of  practicing  on  the  ranges  the  gun-boats 
would  probably  occupy  as  they  approached  the  fort.  The  officers  of  the  gun- 
boats, on  the  contrary,  with  guns  of  different  caliber  and  unknown  range, 
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and  without  practice,  could  not  point  their  guns  with  as  much  accuracy.  To 
counterbalance  this  advantage  of  the  enemy,  the  gun-boats  were  much  better 
protected  by  their  casemates  for  distant  tiling  than  the  fort  by  its  fresh  earth- 
works. The  Confederate  soldiers  fought  as  valiantly  and  as  skillfully  as  the 
Union  sailors.  Only  after  a  most  deteimined  resistance,  and  after  all  his 
heavy  gims  had  l^een  silenced,  did  Gen- 
eral Tilghman  lower  his  flag.  The  Con- 
federate loss,  as  reported,  was  5  killed, 
11  wounded,  and  5  missing.  The  pris- 
oners, including  the  general  and  his 
staff,  munbered  78  in  the  fort  and  16  in 
a  hospital-boat;  the  remainder  of  the 
garrison,  a  little  less  than  "2600,  ha^ing 
escaped  to  Fort  Douelson. 

Our  gun-ljoats  continued  to  approach 
the  fort  until  General  Tilghman,  with 
two  or  three  of  his  staff,  came  off  in  a 
small  boat  to  the  Cincinnati  and  sm-- 
rendered  the  fort  to  Flag-Officer  Foote, 
who  sent  for  me,  introduced  me  to 
General  Tilghman,  and  gave  me  orders 
to  take  command  of  the  fort  and  hold 
it  until  the  arrival  of  General  Grant. 

General  Tilghman  was  a  soldierly- 
looking  man,  a  little  above  medium 
height,  with  piercing  black  eyes  and  a 
resolute,  intelligent  expression  of  eoim- 
tenance.  He  was  dignified  and  courte- 
ous, and  won  the  respect  and  sympathy 
of  all  who  became  acquainted  with  him. 
In  his  official  report  of  the  battle  he 
said  that  his  officers  and  men  fought 
with  the  greatest  bravery  untU  1:50 
p.  M.,  when  seven  of  his  eleven  guns 
were  disabled;  and,  finding  it  impos- 
sible to  defend  the  fort,  and  -Rishing  to  spare  the  lives  of  his  gallant  men, 
after  consultation  with  his  officers  he  surrendered  the  fort. 

It  was  reported  at  the  time  that,  in  siu-renderiug  to  Flag-Officer  Foote, 
the  Confederate  general  said,  "  I  am  glad  to  surrender  to  so  gallant  an  offi- 
cer," and  that  Foote  replied,  "  You  do  perfectly  right,  sir,  in  surrendering, 
but  you  should  have  blown  my  lioat  out  of  the  water  before  I  would  have 
surrendered  to  you."  I  was  ^^ith  Foote  soon  after  the  surrender,  and  I  can- 
not believe  that  siich  a  reply  was  made  by  him.  He  was  too  much  of  a  gentle- 
man to  say  anything  calculated  to  wound  the  fei^ings  of  an  officer  who  had 
defended  his  post  ^^ith  signal  courage  and  fidelity,  and  whose  spirits  were 
clouded  by  the  adverse  fortunes  of  war. 
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When  I  took  possession  of  the  fort  the  Confederate  surgeon  was  laboring 
with  his  coat  off  to  reheve  and  save  the  wounded ;  and  although  the  officers 
and  crews  of  the  gun-boats  gave  three  hearty  cheers  when  the  Confederate 
flag  was  hauled  down,  the  first  inside  view  of  the  fort  sufficed  to  suppress 
every  feeling  of  exultation  and  to  excite  our  deepest  pity.  On  every  side  the 
blood  of  the  dead  and  wounded  was  intermingled  with  the  earth  and  their 
implements  of  war.  Their  largest  gun,  a  128-pounder,  was  dismounted  and 
filled  with  earth  by  the  biu'sting  of  one  of  our  shells  near  its  muzzle;  the 
carriage  of  another  was  broken  to  pieces,  and  two  dead  men  lay  near  it, 
almost  covered  with  heaps  of  earth ;  a  rifled  gun  had  burst,  throwing  its 
mangled  gunners  into  the  water.     But  few  of  the  garrison  escaped  unhurt. 

Greneral  Grrant,  with  his  staff',  rode  into  the  fort  about  3  o'clock  on  the 
same  day,  and  relieved  me  of  the  command.  The  general  and  staff  then 
accompanied  me  on  board  the  Carondelet  (anchored  near  the  fort),  where  he 
complimented  the  officers  of  the  flotilla  in  the  highest  terms  for  the  gallant 
manner  in  which  they  had  captured  Fort  Henry.  He  had  exi^ected  his  troops 
to  take  part  in  a  land  attack,  but  the  heavy  rains  had  made  the  direct  roads 
to  the  fort  almost  impassable. 

The  wooden  gun-boats  Coiiestof/a,  Commander  S.  L.  Phelps,  Tyler,  Lieu- 
tenant-Commander William  Clwin,  and  Lexington,  Lieutenant  J.  W.  Shirk, 
engaged  the  enemy  at  long  range  in  the  rear  of  the  iron-clads.  After  the 
battle  they  pursued  the  enemy's  transports  up  the  river,  and  the  Conestoga 
captui'ed  the  steamer  Eastpovt.  The  news  of  the  cajature  of  Fort  Henry  was 
received  with  great  rejoicing  all  over  the  North. 

Following  upon  the  capture  of  Port  Henry  (Feb-  gether  with  the  necessity  he  was  under  to  gather 

ruary  6th,  1862)  and  of  Fort  Donelson  (February  as  large  a  force  as  possible  which  with  to  meet  the 

1 6th),  the  fortifications  at  Columbus  on  the  Mis-  enemy's  movement  up  the  Tennessee,  convinced 

sissippi  were  evacuated  February  20th.  In  January  him  that  Columbus  should  be  evacuated,  and  the 

General  Halleek  reached  the  conclusion  that  the  defenseof  the  river  made  at  Island  Number  Ten  and 

object   for  which   General  Polk  had   labored  in  Fort  Pillow.    These  points  he  considered  not  only 

fortifying  Columbus  had  been  accomplished,  for  more  defensible   than   Columbus,  but  defensible 

on  the  20th  he  wrote  General  MeClellan  :  "Colum-  with  a  smaller  force,  which  would  enable  him  to 

bus  cannot  be  taken  without  an  immense  siege-  take  a  part  of  the  command  then  holding  the  river 

train  and  a  terrible  loss  of  life.   I  have  thoroughly  for  operations  in  conjunction  with  the  troops  he 

studied  its  defenses  —  they  are  very  strong;  but  was  gathering  along  the  line  of  the  Memphis  and 

it  can  be  turned,  paralyzed,  and  forced  to  surren-  Charleston  railroad.     When,  in  the  conference  at 

der."     In  accordance  with  the  idea  suggested  in  Jackson,  Beauregard  unfolded  these  views  to  Gen- 

this  dispatch,  the  Federal  movement  upon  Forts  eral  Polk,  the  latter  was  not  disposed  to  yield  a 

Henry  and  Donelson  was  decided  upon.  ready  assent  to  all  of  them.     He  recognized  the 

In  the  latter  part  of  January  General  Beaure-  necessity  forgathering  a  force  for  field  operations, 

gard  was  ordered  to  report  to  General  Johnston  It  was,  indeed,  exactly  what  he  and   every  other 

for  assignment  to  duty  at  Columbus.     He  arrived  prominent  officer  in  the  department  had,  for  six 

at  Jackson,  Tennessee,  about  the  middle  of  Feb-  mouths,  been  urging  upon  the   authorities.    He, ' 

ruary,  but,  being  too  ill  to  proceed  to  Columbus,  however,  questioned  the  advisability  of  giving  up 

he  requested  General  Polk  to  visit  him  at  .Jackson.  Columbus.      The   works   had    been  accepted  by 

The  fall  of  Forts  Henry  and  Donelson,  and  the  de-  Colonel  Gilmer,  the  chief  engineer  of  the  depart- 

elared  purpose  of  the  Federals  to  push  their  forces  ment,    an   officer  who   subsequently  became  the 

up  the  Tennessee  River,  made  the  further  occu-  head  of  the   Corps  of  Engineers  in  the  Confed- 

pation  of  Columbus  a  serious  question.     General  eracy.     In   spite   of  the   strategical  fault  which 

Beauregard  had  sent  his  chief  of  staff,  Colonel  might  be   committed  in  an   attempt  to  hold  it, 

Jordan,  and  his  engineer  officer,  Captain  Harris,  up  General  Polk  maintained  that,  just  at  that  time, 

to  Columbus,  and  they  had  made  such  reports  to  the  moral  effect  of  a  determined  stand  at  Colum- 

him  concerning  the  nature  of  the  works  that  he  bus  would  be  of  gi'eat  service  to  the  Confederate 

was  inclined  to  doubt  their  efficiency.     This,  to-  arms. —  De.  Wm.  M.Polk. 


THE  DEFENSE  OF  FORT  HENRY. 

BY   CAPTAIN'   JESSE    TAYLOR.    C.    S.    A. 

A  BOUT  the  1st  of  September,  1861,  while  I  was  iu  command  of  a  Confederate 
-^^  "  camp  of  ai'tillery  iustructiou,"  near  Nashville,  Tenn.,  I  received  a  visit 
from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Milton  A.  Hajoies  of  the  1st  Regiment  Tennessee 
Artillery,  who  informed  me  of  the  escape  of  a  niimlier  of  onr  steamers  from  the 
Ohio  River  into  the  Tennessee,  and  of  their  having  sought  refuge  under  the 
guns  of  Fort  Henry ;  that  a  "cutting-out "  expedition  from  Paducah  was  antici- 
pated, and  that  as  there  was  no  experienced  artillerist  at  the  fort  the  gover- 
nor (Isham  G.  Harris)  was  anxious  that  the  deficiency  should  immediately  be 
supplied ;  that  he  had  no  one  at  his  disposal  unless  I  would  give  up  my  light 
battery  (subsequently  Porter's  and  later  still  Morton's),  and  take  command 
at  Fort  Henry.  Anxious  to  be  of  ser\dce,  and  con^•inced  that  the  first  effort  of 
the  Federals  would  be  to  penetrate  our  lines  by  the  way  of  the  Tennessee  River, 
I  at  once,  in  face  of  the  loudly  expressed  disapproval  and  wonder  of  my 
friends,  consented  to  make  the  exchange. 

Arriving  at  the  fort,  I  was  convinced  by  a  glance  at  its  surroundings  that 
extraordinarily  liad  jiidgmeut,  or  worse,  had  selected  the  site  for  its  erection. 
I  found  it  itlaced  on  the  east  bank  of  the  river  in  a  bottom  commanded  by  high 
hills  rising  on  either  side  of  the  river,  and  within  good  ritie  range.  Tliis  cir- 
cumstance was  at  once  reported  to  the  proper  military  authorities  of  the  State 
at  Nashville,  who  replied  that  the  selection  had  been  made  by  competent 
engineers  and  vnth.  reference  to  nmtual  support  vcith  Fort  Donelson  on  the 
Cumberland,  twelve  miles  away;  and  knowing  that  the  crude  ideas  of  a  sailor  iu 
the  navy  concerning  fortifications  would  receive  but  little  consideration  wlieu 
conflicting  \^^th  those  entertained  by  a  "  "West  Pointer,'"  I  resolved  quietly  to 
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acquiesce,  but  the  accidental  observation  of  a  water-mark  left  on  a  tree 
caused  me  to  look  carefully  for  this  sign  above,  below,  and  in  the  rear  of  the 
fort ;  and  my  investigation  convinced  me  that  we  had  a  more  dangerous  force 
to  contend  with  than  the  Federals, — namely,  the  river  itself.  Inquiry  among 
old  residents  confirmed  my  fears  that  the  fort  was  not  only  subject  to  overflow, 
but  that  the  highest  point  within  it  wotdd  be —  in  an  ordinary  February  rise  — 
at  least  two  feet  under  Avater.  This  alarming  fact  was  also  communicated  to 
the  State  authorities,  only  to  evoke  the  curt  notification  that  the  State  forces 
had  been  transferred  to  the  Confederacy,  and  that  I  should  apply  to  General 
Polk,  then  in  command  at  Columbus,  Ky.  This  suggestion  was  at  once  acted 
on, — not  once  only,  but  with  a  frequency  and  urgency  eommensm-ate  with  its 
seeming  importance, —  the  result  being  that  I  was  again  referred,  this  time  to 
General  A.  S.  Johnston,  who  at  once  dispatched  an  engineer  (Major  Jeremy 
F.  Gilmer)  to  investigate  and  remedy;  but  it  was  now  too  late  to  do  so  effect- 
ually, though  an  effort  was  made  looking  to  that  end,  by  beginning  to 
fortify  the  heights  on  the  west  bank  (Fort  Heiman).  The  armament  of  the 
fort  at  the  time  I  assumed  command  consisted  of  6  smooth-bore  32-pounders 
and  1  6-pounder  iron-gun ;  February  1st,  1862,  by  the  persistent  efforts  of 
General  Lloyd  Tilghman  and  Colonel  A.  Heiman,  this  had  been  increased  to 
8  32-,  2  42-,  1  128-pounders  (Columbiad),  5  18-pounder  siege  guns,  all  smooth- 
bore, and  1  6-inch  lifle ;  we  also  had  6  12-pouuders,  which  looked  so  much  like 
pot-metal  that  it  was  deemed  best  to  subject  them  to  a  test,  and  as  two  of  them 
burst  with  an  ordinary  charge,  the  others  were  set  aside  as  useless  incum- 
brances. The  powder  supj)lied  was  mostly  of  a  very  inferior  quality,  so  much 
so  that  it  was  deemed  necessary  to  adopt  the  dangerous  expedient  of  adding 
to  each  charge  a  proportion  of  quick-burning  powder.  That  this  was  necessary 
will,  I  think,  be  admitted  when  it  is  understood  that  with  the  original  charge 
it  was  almost  impossible  to  obtain  a  random  shot  of  a  httle  over  one  mile 
(that  being  the  distance  to  a  small  island  below  the  fort). 

Dui'ing  the  winter  of  1861  and  1862  the  Federal  gun-boats,  notably  the  Lex- 
iuf/foH  and  Couestoga,  made  frequent  appearances  in  the  Tennessee,  and  coming 
up  under  the  cover  of  this  island  would  favor  the  fort  with  an  hour  or  more 
of  shot  and  shell,  but,  as  then*  object  was  to  di'aw  oiu*  fire  and  thus  obtain 
the  position  of  our  guns,  we,  though  often  sorely  tempted  by  the  accuracy  of 
their  fire,  deemed  it  best  not  to  gratify  them.  On  the  4th  of  February  the 
Federal  fleet  of  gun-boats,  followed  by  countless  transports,  appeared  below 
the  fort.  Far  as  eye  could  see,  the  course  of  the  river  could  be  traced  by  the 
dense  volumes  of  smoke  issuing  from  the  flotilla  —  indicating  that  the  long- 
threatened  attempt  to  break  oui-  lines  was  to  be  made  in  earnest.  The  gun- 
boats took  up  a  position  about  tlrree  miles  below  and  opened  a  brisk  fire,  at 
the  same  time  shelling  the  woods  on  the  east  bank  of  the  river,  thus  covering 
the  debarkation  of  their  army.  The  5th  was  a  day  of  unwonted  animation 
on  the  hitherto  quiet  waters  of  the  Tennessee ;  all  day  long  the  flood-tide  of 
an-iA-ing  and  the  ebb  of  returning  transports  continued  ceaselessly.  Late  in 
the  afternoon  three  of  the  gun-boats,  two  on  the  west  side  and  one  on  the 
east  at  the  foot  of  the  island,  took  position  and  opened  a  vigorous  and  well- 
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dii-ected  fire,  which  was  received  in  silence  until  the  killing  of  one  man  and 
the  wounding  of  three  provoked  an  order  to  open  with  the  Columlnad  and  the 
rifle.  Six  shots  were  fired  in  return, — three  from  each  piece, — and  with  such 
effect  that  the  gun-boats  fb'opped  out  of  range  and  ceased  firing. 

At  night  General  Tilghman  called  his  leading  officers  in  consultation  — 
Colonels  Heiman,  Forrest,  and  Drake  are  all  that  I  can  now  recall  as  having 
been  jiresent.  The  Federal  forces  were  variously  estimated  by  us,  25,000  Ijeing, 
I  think,  the  lowest.  To  oppose  this  foi-ce  General  Tilghman  had  less  than  four 
thousand  men, —  mostly  raw  regiments  armed  with  shot-guns  and  hunting- 
rifles  ;  in  fact,  the  best-equipped  regiment  of  his  command,  the  10th  Ten- 
nessee, was  armed  with  old  flint-lock  "  Tower  of  London  "  muskets  that  had 
"done  the  state  some  service"  in  the  war  of  1812.  The  general  oijiniou  and 
final  decision  was  that  successful  resistance  to  such  an  overwhelming  force 
was  an  impossibility,  that  the  army  must  fall  back  and  unite  with  Pillow  and 
Buckner  at  Fort  Donelsou.  General  Tilghman,  recognizing  the  difficulty  of 
withdra^ving  undisciplined  troops  from  the  front  of  an  active  and  superior 
opponent,  turned  to  me  with  the  question,  "  Can  you  hold  out  for  one  hour 
against  a  determined  attack  ? "  I  replied  that  I  could.  "  Well,  then,  gentle- 
men, rejoin  yoiu'  commands  and  hold  them  in  readiness  for  instant  motion." 
The  garrison  left  at  the  fort  to  cover  the  withdrawal  consisted  of  part  of 
Company  B,  1st  Tennessee  Ai'tiUery,  Lieutenant  Watts,  and  fifty-four  men. 

The  forenoon  of  Feliruary  6th  was  spent  by  both  sides  in  making  needful 
jjreparations  for  the  approaching  struggle.  The  gun-lioats  formed  line  of 
battle  abreast  under  the  cover  of  the  island.  The  Essc.r^  the  Ciiirhnniti,  the 
Carondek't,  and  the  St.  Louis,  the  first  with  4  and  the  others  each  ■with  13 
guns,  formed  the  van ;  the  Tyler,  Conesfof/a,  and  Le.rinf/toii,  with  15  guns 
in  all,  formed  the  second  or  rear  Une.  Seeing  the  formation  of  battle  I 
assigned  to  each  gun  a  particular  vessel  to  which  it  was  to  pay  its  especial 
compliments,  and  directed  that  the  guns  be  kept  constantly  trained  on  the 
approaching  boats.  Accepting  the  volunteered  services  of  Captain  Hayden 
(of  the  engineers)  to  assist  at  the  Columliiad,  I  took  personal  super%ision  of 
the  rifle.  When  they  were  out  of  cover  of  the  island  the  gun-boats  opened 
fire,  and  as  they  advanced  they  increased  the  rapidity  of  their  fire,  until  as  they 
swung  into  the  main  channel  above  the  island  they  showed  one  broad  and 
leaping  sheet  of  flame.  At  this  point,  the  van  being  a  mile  distant,  the  com- 
mand was  given  to  commence  firing  from  the  fort ;  and  here  let  me  say  that 
as  pretty  and  as  simultaneoxis  a  "  broadside"  was  delivered  as  I  ever  saw  flash 
from  the  sides  of  a  frigate.  The  action  now  became  general,  and  for  the  next 
twenty  or  thirty  minutes  was,  on  both  sides,  as  determined,  rapid,  and  accurate 
as  heart  could  wish,  and  apparently  inclined  in  favor  of  the  fort.  The  iron-i'lad 
Essex,  disabled  by  a  shot  through  her  boiler,  dropped  out  of  line ;  the  fleet 
seemed  to  hesitate,  when  a  succession  of  untoward  and  unavoidable  acci- 
dents happened  in  the  fort;  thereupon  the  flotilla  continued  to  advance. 
First,  the  rifle  gun,  from  which  I  had  just  bt>eu  called,  burst,  not  only  with 
destructive  efliect  to  those  working  it,  but  with  disaltling  effect  on  those  in 
its  immediate  vicinity.     Going  to  the  Columbiad  as  the  only  really  effective 
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gun  left,  I  met  General  Tilghman  and  for  the  first  time  knew  that  he  had 
returned  to  the  fort;  I  supposed  that  he  was  with  his  retreating  army. 
^Vhile  consulting  with  him  a  sudden  exclamation  drew  me  to  the  Columbiad, 
which  I  foimd  spiked  with  its  own  priming  wire,  completely  disabled  for  the 
day  at  least.  The  Federal  commander,  observing  the  silence  of  these  two 
heavy  guns,  renewed  his  advance  with  increased  precision  of  fire.  Two  of 
the  32-pounders  were  struck  almost  at  the  same  instant,  and  the  flying  frag- 
ments of  the  shattered  guns  and  bursted  shells  disabled  every  man  at  the  two 
guns.  His  rifle  shot  and  shell  penetrated  the  earth-works  as  readily  as  a  ball 
from  a  navy  Colt  would  pierce  a  pine  board,  and  soon  so  disabled  other  guns 
as  to  leave  us  but  four  capable  of  being  served. 

General  Tilghman  now  consulted  with  Major  Gilmer  and  myself  as  to  the 
situation,  and  the  decision  was  that  further  resistance  would  only  entail  a 
useless  loss  of  life.  He  therefore  ordered  me  to  strike  the  colors,  now  a 
dangerous  as  well  as  a  painful  duty.  The  flag-mast,  which  had  been  the 
center  of  flre,  had  been  struck  many  times  ;  the  top-mast  hung  so  far  out  of 
the  perpendicular  that  it  seemed  likely  to  fall  at  any  moment ;  the  flag  hal- 
yards had  been  cut  by  shot,  but  had  fortunately  become  "  foul "  at  the  cross- 
trees.  I  beckoned — for  it  was  useless  to  call  amid  the  din — to  Orderly- 
Sergeant  Jones,  an  old  "  man-o'-war's  man,"  to  come  to  my  assistance,  and  we 
ran  across  to  the  flag-staff  and  up  the  lower  ligging  to  the  cross-trees,  and 
by  our  united  efforts  succeeded  in  clearing  the  halyards  and  lowering  the 
flag.  The  view  from  that  elevated  position  at  the  time  was  grand,  exciting, 
and  striking.  At  our  feet  the  fort  with  her  few  remaining  guns  was  sullenly 
hurling  her  harmless  shot  against  the  sides  of  the  gun-boats,  which,  now 
apparently  within  two  hundi'ed  yards  of  the  fort,  were,  in  perfect  security, 
and  with  the  coolness  and  precision  of  target  practice,  sweeping  the  entire  fort ; 
to  the  north  and  west,  on  both  sides  of  the  river,  were  the  hosts  of  "  blue 
coats,"  anxious  and  interested  spectators,  while  to  the  east  the  feeble  forces 
of  the  Confederacy  could  be  seen  making  their  weary  way  toward  Donelson. 

On  the  morning  of  the  attack,  we  were  sure  that  the  February  rise  of  the 
Tennessee  had  come ;  when  the  action  began,  the  lower  part  of  the  fort  was 
already  flooded,  and  when  the  colors  were  hauled  down,  the  water  was  waist- 
deep  there ;  and  when  the  cutter  came  with  the  officers  to  receive  the  formal 
surrender,  she  pulled  into  the  "  sally-port " ;  between  the  fort  and  the  posi- 
tion which  had  been  occupied  by  the  infantry  support  was  a  sheet  of  water  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  or  more  wide,  and  "  running  like  a  mill-race."  If  the  attack 
had  been  delayed  forty-eight  hours,  there  would  hardly  have  been  a  hostile 
shot  fired;  the  Tennessee  would  have  accomplished  the  work  by  disowning  the 
magazine. 

The  fight  was  over;  the  little  garrison  were  prisoners;  but  our  army  had 
been  saved.  We  had  been  required  to  hold  out  an  hour- ;  we  had  held  out 
for  over  two. 

We  went  into  the  fight  with  nine  guns  bearing  on  the  river  approach, — we 
had  two  more  42-pounders,  but  neither  shot  nor  shell  for  them ;  of  these  all 
were  disabled  but  four.     Of  the  54  men  who  went  into  action  [see  General 
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Tilghman's  report],  5  were  killerl,  11  wounded  or  disabled,  and  5  missing. 
When  tlie  Essex  dropped  out  of  the  fight  I  could  see  her  men  wildly  thi-owing 
themselves  into  the  swollen  liver.  Admii-al  Foote  reported  that  his  flag-ship 
was  struck  thirty-eight  times,  and  the  commanding  officers  of  gun-ljoats  (with 
several  of  whom  I  had  enjoyed  a  waiTU  personal  acquaintance)  complimented 
me  highly  on  what  they  termed  the  extraordinary  accuracy  of  the  fii-e.  I 
believe  that  with  effective  guns  the  same  precision  of  fii-e  would  have  sunk  or 
driven  back  the  flotiUa. 

The  formal  surrender  was  made  to  the  naval  forces;  Lieutenant-Commander 
Phelps  acting  for  Flag-Officer  Foote,  and  I  representing  General  Tilghman. 
The  number  caj^tured,  including  Tilghman  and  staff,  hospital  attendants  and 
some  stragglers  from  the  infantry,  amounted  to  about  seventy. 

During  the  evening  a  large  numljer  of  ai-my  officers  came  into  the  fort,  to 
whom  I  was  introduced  by  my  old  messmates,  Lieutenant-Commanders 
Grwin  and  Shirk.  Here  I  first  saw  General  Grant,  who  impressed  me,  at  the 
time,  as  a  modest,  amiable,  kind-hearted  but  resoh^te  man.  ^Vhile  we  were  at 
headquarters  an  officer  came  in  to  report  that  he  had  not  as  yet  found  any 
papers  giving  information  of  our  forces,  and,  to  save  him  fmther  looking,  I 
informed  him  that  I  had  destroyed  all  the  jiapers  bearing  on  the  subject,  at 
which  he  seemed  very  wroth,  fussily  demanding,  "  By  what  authoritj-  f "  Did 
I  not  know  that  I  laid  myself  open  to  punishment,  etc.,  etc.  Before  I  could 
reply  fully,  General  Grant  quietly  broke  in  ^vith,  "  I  would  be  very  much  sur- 
prised and  mortified  if  one  of  my  subordinate  officers  should  allow  infonna- 
tion  which  he  could  destroy  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy." 

We  were  detained  for  several  days  at  the  fort  and  were  confined  to  the 
same  steamer  on  which  General  Grant  had  established  his  headquarters,  and 
as  the  officers.  Confederate  and  Federal,  messed  together,  I  saw  much  of  the 
general  during  that  time.  We  were  treated  with  every  courtesy ;  so  om-  con- 
finement was  less  irksome  than  we  had  anticipated  and  was  only  maiTed  by 
one  incident.  Two  of  the  younger  Confederate  officers  ha^'ing  obtained 
liquor  became  vociferous.  At  dinner  General  Grant  did  not  take  his  seat  with 
the  rest,  and  this  restraint  being  removed,  the  young  men,  despite  frowns  and 
nudges,  persisted  in  discussing  polities,  military  men  and  movements,  etc. 
While  they  wei'e  thus  engaged  General  Grant,  unobserved  by  them,  entered, 
took  his  seat,  and  dined  without  appearing  to  notice  their  conversation,  but 
when  the  youngsters  left  the  tal)le  they  were  dumfoimded  to  meet  a  corporal 
and  file  of  men,  who  ceremoniously  conducted  them  to  the  "  nm-sery  "^  and 
left  them  under  guard,  where  I  shortly  \'isited  them.  At  last  I  promised  to 
intercede,  which  1  did,  carrying  with  me  regrets,  explanations,  and  apologies. 
The  general  smiled  and  said  that  he  had  confined  them  partly  for  then-  own 
sakes,  lest  they  might  fall  in  Avith  some  of  his  own  men  in  a  similar  condi- 
tion ;  that  he  did  not  1)elieve  the  young  men  knew  of  his  ]>resence,  and 
that  he  would  order  their  release  so  soon  as  thev  became  sober,  wliich  he  did. 


HOLDING    KENTUCKY    FOR    THE    UNION. 

BY  E.    M.   KELLY,   COLONEL,   U.  S.  V. 

^HE  military  situatiou  in  Kentucky  in  September, 
1861,  cannot  be  properly  understood  without  a 
brief  sketch  of  the  initial  political  struggle  which 
resulted  in  a  decisive  victory  for  the  friends  of  the 
Union.  The  State  Legislatvu-e  had  assembled  on  the 
17tli  of  January  in  called  session.  The  governor's 
proclamation  convening  it  was  issued  immediately 
MiLiTAR,  w.TSR-sLEo.  F»o»  A  w.R-T.ME  aftcr  ho  liad  Tcceivcd  cominissioners  from  the  States 
of  Alabama  and  Mississippi,  and  was  followed  by  the 
publication  of  a  letter  from  Vice-President  Breckinridge  advising  the  calling  of 
a  State  convention  and  urging  that  the  only  way  to  prevent  war  was  for  Ken- 
tucky to  take  her  stand  oj)enly  with  the  slave  States.  About  this  time  the 
latter's  uncle,  the  Eev.  Dr.  Robert  J.  Breckinridge,  an  eminent  Presbyterian 
minister,  addressed  a  large  meeting  at  Lexington  in  favor  of  the  Union.  The 
di\asion  of  sentiment  is  further  illustrated  by  the  fact  that  one  of  his  sons, 
Colonel  W.  C.  P.  Breckinridge,  followed  his  cousin  into  the  Confederate  army, 
while  another  son.  Colonel  Joseph  C.  Breckinridge,  fought  for  the  Union. 
The  position  of  the  Union  men  was  very  difl&cult.  They  knew  that  Governor 
Magoffin  was  in  sympathy  with  the  secession  movement  and  that  the  status 
of  the  Legislature  on  the  question  was  doubtful.  The  governor  had  under 
his  orders  a  military  force  called  the  State  Gruard,  well  armed  and  disciplined, 
and  under  the  immediate  command  of  Cieneral  Simon  B.  Buckner,  a  graduate 
of  West  Point.  There  was  a  small  LTnion  element  in  it,  but  a  large  majority  of 
its  membership  was  known  to  be  in  favor  of  secession.  Suspicious  activity 
in  recruiting  for  this  force  began  as  soon  as  the  governor  issued  his  call  for 
the  Legislature,  and  it  was  charged  that  new  companies  of  known  secession 
proclivities  could  get  arms  promptly  from  the  State  arsenal,  while  those 
supposed  to  be  inclined  toward  the  Union  were  subjected  to  annoying  delays. 
The  State  Guard  at  its  strongest  numbered  about  only  four  thousand  men, 
but  it  was  organized  and  ready  while  the  Union  men  had  neither  arms  nor 
organization  to  oppose  it. 

When  the  Legislatui-e  assembled  it  was  soon  ascertained  that  it  was  very 
evenly  divided  in  sentiment.  Old  party  lines  promptly  disappeared,  and 
members  were  classed  as  "Union"  or  "Southern  Rights."  In  the  Senate  there 
was  a  safe  majority  against  calling  a  convention.  In  the  house  on  a  test 
question  the  Union  men  prevailed  by  only  one  vote.  There  were  some  half- 
dozen  waverers  who  always  opposed  any  decisive  step  toward  secession  but 
were  equally  unwilling  to  give  any  active  support  to  the  Government.  Out- 
side pressure  was  brought  to  bear.  Large  delegations  of  secessionists 
assembled  at  Frankfort,  to  be  speedily  confronted  by  Union  men,  just  as 
determined,  summoned  by  telegraph  from  all  parts  of  the  State.     Argument 


374 


HOLDING  KENTUCKY  FOR    THE  UNION. 


was  met  by  argument,  threat  by  threat,  appeals  to  sentiment  and  prejudice 
on  one  side  by  similar  appeals  on  the  other.  The  leading  puTjUe  men  of  the 
State,  however,  had  been  trained  in  a  school  of  compromises,  and  they  long 
cherished  themselves,  and  kept  alive  in  the  people,  the  hope  that  some  settle- 
ment would  1)6  reached  that  would  avert  war  and  save  Kentucky  from  Itecom- 
ing  the  battle-field  of  contending  ai-mies.  This  hope  accounts  in  a  large 
degree  for  the  infrequency  of  personal  affi-ays  during  those  exciting  days. 

The  struggle,  kept  up  dm-ing  three  sessions  of  the  Legislatui-e,  demonsti-ated 
that  the  State  could  not  be  earned  out  of  the  Union  by  storm,  and  tenninated 
in  adopting  the  policy  of  neutral- 
ity as  a  compromise.  The  Union 
men,  however,  had  gained  some 
decided  advantages.  They  had  con 
sented  to  large  appropriations  for 
arming  the  State,  biit  on  condition 
that  the  control  of  military  affairs 
should  be  taken  from  the  governor 
and  lodged  in  a  military  board  of 
five  members,  the  majority  being 
Union  men ;  they  provided  for  or- 
ganizing and  arming  Home  Guards, 
outside  of  the  militia  force,  and 
not  subject,  as  such,  to  the  gov- 
ernor's orders,  and  they  passed  an 
act  requiring  all  the  State  Guard 
to  take  the  oath  required  of  offi- 
cers, this  measure  being  mainly 
for  the  purpose  of  allowing  the 
Union  members  of  that  organiza- 
tion to  get  rid  of  the  stringent 
obligations  of  their  enlistment. 

As  in  most  compromises,  the  terms  of  the  neiitrality  compromise  were  dif- 
ferently interpreted  by  the  jiarties,  but  with  both  the  object  was  to  gain  time. 
The  secessionists  beheved  that  neutrality,  as  they  interinvted  it,  would  educate 
the  people  to  the  idea  of  a  separation  from  the  Union  and  resiUt  in  alliance 
with  the  new  Confederacy;  the  Union  men  expected  to  gain  time  to  organize 
their  forces,  elect  a  new  legislatm-e  in  sympathy  with  their  views,  and  put  the 
State  decisively  on  the  side  of  the  Government.  Events  soon  showed  that 
the  Union  men  best  understood  the  temper  of  the  ]ieople.  The  Legislature 
adjom-ned  May  '24th,  four  days  after  the  govcni.>r  had  issued  his  neutrality 
proclamation.  At  the  special  congressional  election,  June  '20th,  nine  Union 
representatives  were  chosen  to  one  secessionist  by  an  aggregate  majority  of 
over  54,000  votes.  The  legislative  election  in  August  resulted  in  the  choice 
of  a  new  body  three-fourths  of  whose  members  in  each  house  were  Union  men. 

Under  the  first  call  for  troops,  Kentucky  was  required  to  furnish  four  regi- 
ments for  the  United  States  service.     These  Governor  Magoffin  indignantly 
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refused  to  furnish.  Shortly  afterward  he  was  asked  by  the  Secretary  of 
War  of  the  Confederacy  for  a  regiment.  He  declined  this  request  as  beyond 
his  power  to  grant.  His  coui'se  did  not  suit  the  more  ardent  of  the  young 
men  on  either  side.  Blanton  Duncan  had  already  procured  authority  to 
recruit  for  the  Confederacy,  and  in  various  portions  of  the  State  men  were 
publicly  engaged  in  raising  companies  for  him.  Before  the  end  of  April  he 
had  started  with  a  regiment  for  Harjoer's  Ferry  by  way  of  Nashville.  An 
incident  connected  with  this  movement  shows  how  strong  the  belief  still 
was  that  the  war  was  to  be  short,  and  that  Kentucky  might  keep  out  of  it. 
As  Desha's  company  of  Duncan's  regiment  was  leaving  Cynthiana,  Ky.,  by 
rail,  one  of  the  privates  said  to  a  friend  who  was  bidding  him  farewell : 
"Be  sure  to  vote  for  Crittenden  [then  the  Union  candidate  for  delegate 
to  the  Border  State  Conference]  and  keep  Kentucky  out  of  the  fuss.  We 
are  just  going  to  Virginia  on  a  little  frolic  and  will  be  back  in  three  months." 
On  the  other  side,  immediately  after  Magoffin's  refusal  to  furnish  troops, 
J.  V.  Guthrie,  of  Covington,  went  to  Washington  and  got  authority  for 
himself  and  W.  E.  Woodruff,  of  Louisville,  to  raise  two  regiments.  They 
established  a  camp  just  above  Cincinnati,  on  the  Ohio  side  of  the  river,  and 
began  recruiting  in  Kentucky.  They  soon  filled  two  regiments,  afterward 
known  as  the  1st  and  2d  Kentucky,  which  were  sent  early  in  July  to  take 
part  in  the  West  Virginia  campaign. 

The  Union  Club  in  Louisville  was  an  important  factor  in  organizing  Union 
sentiment.  Originating,  in  May,  in  six  weeks  it  numl^ered  six  thousand 
members  in  that  city,  and  spread  rapidly  through  the  State  and  into  East 
Tennessee.  It  was  a  secret  society,  the  members  of  which  were  bound  by  an 
oath  to  be  true  to  the  flag  and  Government  of  the  United  States. 

One  of  the  most  striking  fig-ures  of  the  period  was  Lieutenant  William 
Nelson  of  the  navy.  He  was  a  man  of  heroic  l^uild,  six  feet  foru-  inches 
high,  and  carrying  lightly  his  weight  of  three  hundred  pounds  ;  he  had  many 
accomplishments,  spoke  several  languages,  and  was  endowed  with  a  strong 
intellect  and  a  memory  which  enabled  him  to  repeat,  verbatim,  page  after 
page  of  his  favorite  authors.  A  fluent  and  captivating  talker,  when  he 
wished  to  please,  no  man  could  be  more  genial  and  companionable,  but  he 
had  a  quick  and  impetuous  temper  and  an  overbearing  disposition,  and 
when  ii-ritated  or  opposed  was  offensively  dictatorial  and  dogmatic.  A 
native  of  Kentucky  and  an  ardent  friend  of  the  Union,  he  visited  the  State 
several  times  in  the  course  of  the  si3ring  to  watch  the  course  of  events.  As 
a  result  of  his  observations  he  reported  to  Mr.  Lincoln  that  the  arms  of  the 
State  were  in  the  hands  of  the  secessionists,  and  that  the  Union  men  could 
not  maintain  themselves  unless  they  were  also  furnished  with  arms.  Mr. 
Lincoln  placed  at  his  disposal  ten  thousand  muskets  with  means  for  their 
transportation.  Toward  the  end  of  April  he  met  in  consultation  at  Frank- 
fort a  number  of  the  leading  Union  men  of  the  State  and  arranged  for  the 
distribution  of  the  arms.  When,  shortly  afterward,  the  organization  of  the 
Union  Home  Guards  began,  it  was  from  this  source  they  were  armed.  In 
Louisville,  on  the  initiative  of  J.  M.  Delph,  the  Union  mayor,  a  brigade  of 
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On  the  morning  of  Sept.  Mtb.  1S62,  Goneial  Nelson  had  an  altercation  with  (ieneral  JetTorson  C.  Davis  in  the 
Halt  House,  Louisville,    (ieneral  Davis  shot  General  Nelson,  who  died  alnio.^t  iustantl}.—  EDmiRS. 

two  full  regiments  and  a  battery  were  organized,  which  were  destined  to  jilay 
a  very  useful  part. 

When  the  Legislature  of  which  he  was  a  uuMulier  had  finally  adjourned, 
Lovcll  II.  I\ousseau  went  to  AVashington  anil  obtained  authority  to  recniit  a 
brigad(>,  and,  in  order  to  avoid  possibly  injurious  effects  on  the  apjiroaehing 
election,  established  his  camp  on  the  Indiana  shore,  opposite  Louisville. 

Nelson,  after  making  an-angements  for  tlie  distribution  of  guns  to  the  Union 
men  of  the  State,  was  authorized  by  the  President  to  do  a  similar  service  for 
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the  Union  men  of  East  Tennessee,  and  for  an  escort  was  empowered  to  recruit 
three  regiments  of  infantry  and  one  of  cavahy  in  eastern  Kentucky.  He 
selected  his  colonels,  commissioning  them  "for  the  Tennessee  expedition"  and 
appointing  a  rendezvous  at  Hoskin's  Cross  Roads,  in  Garrard  county,  on  the 
farm  of  Eichard  M.  Robinson,  a  stanch  Union  man,  for  the  day  after  the  legis- 
lative elections  in  August. 

During  this  period  of  neutrality  Kentucky  history  seemed  to  be  repeating 
itself.  As  before  its  occupation  by  white  men  it  was  the  common  hunting- 
gi-ound  for  the  Indian  of  the  North  and  of 
the  South  on  which  by  tacit  agreement 
neither  was  to  make  a  permanent  home, 
so  now  it  had  become  the  common  re- 
cruiting-ground of  Northern  and  South- 
ern armies  on  which  neither  was  to 
establish  a  camp.  The  Kentucky  seces- 
sionists had  opened  a  recruiting  rendez- 
vous near  Clarksville,  Tennessee,  a  few 
miles  from  the  Kentucky  border,  which 
they  called  Camp  Boone,  and  recruits 
began  to  gather  there  early  in  July. 
Buckner  resigned  from  the  State  Guard 
a  few  days  after  the  battle  of  Bull  Run 
and  soon  took  his  way  southward.  J  His 
example  was  followed  by  most  of  the 
higher  officers,  and  the  State  Guard  be- 
gan rapidly  to  disintegrate.  It  was  no 
uncommon  sight  in  Louisville,  shortly 
after  this,  to  see  a  squad  of  recruits  for 
tlie  Union  service  mai'ching  up  one  side 
of  a  street  while  a  squad  destined  for  the 
Confederacy  was  moving  down  the  other. 
In  the  interior,  a  train  beaiing  a  company  destined  for  Nelson's  camp  took 
aboard  at  the  next  county  town  another  company  which  was  bound  for 
Camp  Boone.  The  officers  in  charge  made  a  treaty  by  which  their  iiien  were 
kept  in  separate  cars. 

On  the  day  after  the  August  election  Nelson's  recruits  began  to  gathei'  at 
his  rendezvous.  Camp  Dick  Robinson  was  situated  in  a  beautiful  blue-grass 
country,  near  where  the  pike  for  Lancaster  and  Crab  Orchard  leaves  the  Lex- 
ington and  Danville  Pike,  between  Dick's  River  and  the  Kentucky.  By  Sep- 
tember 1st,  there  had  gathered  at  this  point  four  full  Kentucky  regiments  and 
nearly  two  thousand  East  Tennesseeans,  who  had  been  enlisted  by  Lieutenant 
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J  During  the  neutrality  period  it  would  appear 
that  the  Union  authorities  were  in  doubt  as  to 
which  side  General  Buekner  would  espouse,  since 
on  August  17th,  1861,  President  Lincoln  wrote 
to  the  Secretary  of  War :  "  Unless  there  be  reason 
to  the  contrary,  not  known  to  me,  make  out  a  com- 
mission for  Simon  [B.  ]  Buekner,  of  Kentucky,  as 


a  brigadier-general  of  volunteers.  It  is  to  be  put 
into  the  hands  of  General  Anderson,  and  delivered 
to  General  Buckner  or  not,  at  the  discretion  of 
General  Anderson.  Of  course  it  is  to  remain  a 
secret  unless  and  until  the  commission  is  de- 
livered." This  letter  bears  the  indorsement,  "  this 
day  made." — Editors. 
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S.  p.  Carter.  This  officer,  like  Kelson,  belonging  to  the  navy,  was  a  native  of 
East  Tennessee,  and  it  was  part  of  the  original  plan  of  the  East  Tennessee 
expedition  that  he  should  enter  that  section  and  organize  men  to  receive  the 
arms  that  Nelson  was  to  bring.  This  was  found  to  be  impracticable,  and  he 
opened  his  camp  at  BarVjoursville  and  the  men  began  to  come  to  him. 

In  August,  W.  T.  Ward,  a  prominent  lawyer  of  (ireensbm-g,  commenced  re- 
cruiting a  brigade  and  soon  had  twenty-two  companies  pledged  to  rendezvous 
when  he  should  obtain  the  necessary  authority  from  Washington.  In  Chris- 
tian county,  Colonel  J.  F.  Buckner,  a  wealthy  law\-er  and  planter,  recniited 
a  regiment  from  companies  which  organized  originally  as  Home  Ciuai-ds,  Ijut 
soon  detennined  to  enter  the  volunteer  sei-Adce.  He  established  a  camp  five 
miles  north  of  Hopkinsville,  where  a  few  comi>anies  remained  at  a  time. 
Christian  county  was  strongly  Unionist,  while  all  the  counties  west  of  it  were 
overwhelmingly  secessionist.  Camp  Boone  was  only  a  few  miles  from  its 
southern  border,  and  Fort  Donelson  about  twenty  miles  south-west.  Colonel 
Buckner  had  a  6-i)ounder  cannon,  which  could  lie  heard  at  Camp  Boone  and 
made  his  vicinity  additionally  disagi-eeable  to  those  neighbors. 

The  neutrality  proclaimed  by  Grovernor  Magoffin  on  the  20th  of  May  had 
been  formally  recognized  by  the  Confederate  authorities  and  treated  with 
respect  by  those  of  the  United  States,  but  it  was  destined  to  speedy  tennina- 
tion.  It  served  a  useful  purpose  in  its  time,  and  a  jiolicy  that  had  the  respect- 
ful consideration  of  the  leading  men  of  that  day  cmld  not  have  been  so 
absurd  as  it  seems  now. 

On  the  3d  of  September  General  Polk,  who  was  in  command  in  western 
Tennessee,  caused  Columljus,  Kentucky,  to  be  occupied,  on  account  of  the 
appearance  of  a  body  of  Union  troops  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Missis- 
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sippi.  3?  Hearing  of  this,  on  the  5th  General  Grant  moved  from  Cairo  and 
occupied  Padu.cah.  A  few  days  afterward  General  ZoUicoffer  advanced  with 
fom*  Confederate  regiments  through  Cumberland  Gap  to  Cumberland  Ford. 
The  Union  Legislature  had  met  on  the  2d.  Resolutions  were  passed  on  the 
11th  requiring  the  governor  to  issue  a  pi'oclamation  ordering  the  Confederate 
troops  to  leave  the  State.  They  were  promptly  vetoed  and  promptly  passed 
over  the  veto,  and  the  proclamation  was  issued.  In  spite  of  the  governor's 
opposition,  acts  were  passed  putting  the  State  in  active  support  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. The  governor  was  reduced  to  a  nullity.  General  Robert  Anderson, 
who  was  assigned  on  May  28th  to  command  the  Department  of  Kentucky, 
was  invited  to  remove  his  headquarters  to  Louisville,  and  the  State's  ftdl 
quota  of  volunteers  was  called  for.  Recruiting  was  pushed  with  energy, 
and  by  the  end  of  the  year  28  regiments  of  infantry,  6  of  cavalry,  and  3 
batteries  had  been  organized. 

On  September  15tli  General  Albert  Sidney  Johnston  assumed  command  of 
the  Confederate  forces  in  the  West,  and  at  once  ordered  General  Buckner  with 
five  thousand  men  from  Camp  Boone  and  another  camp  in  the  vicinity  to 
proceed  by  rail  and  occupy  Bowling  Green.  Buckner  reached  that  point 
early  on  the  18th,  having  sent  in  advance  one  detachment  by  rail  to  seize  the 
bridge  over  Green  River  at  Munfordville,  and  another  to  go  as  far  as  Eliza- 
bethtown  and  bring  back  all  the  rolling-stock  possible.  This  was  success- 
fully accomplished,  a  part  of  the  advance  detachment  going  as  far  as  the 
bridge  over  the  Rolling  Fork  of  Salt  River,  within  thirty-three  miles  of  Louis- 
ville, and  burning  the  bridge. 

Buckner's  movement  was  supposed  in  Louisville  to  have  that  city  for  its 
objective,  and  great  excitement  prevailed  there.  Rumor  magnified  his  forces, 
but  there  was  abundant  ground  for  apprehension  without  that.  General 
Anderson  was  in  command,  but  he  was  without  troops.  The  only  forces  in 
his  department  in  Kentucky  were  the  unorganized  regiment  of  Colonel  Buck- 
ner near  Hopkinsville,  the  few  hundred  recruits  gathered  at  Greensburg  by 
General  Ward,  and  Nelson's  forces  at  Camp  Dick  Roljinson, —  none  of  which 
were  ready  for  service, —  the  Home  Guard  Brigade  of  Louisville,  and  the  scat- 
tered companies  of  Home  Guards  throughout  the  State.  Opposite  Louisville 
was  Rousseau's  camp,  in  which  were  some  two  thousand  men  not  yet  prepared 
for  the  field.  Very  few  troops  were  in  reach.  Owing  to  the  neutrality  of 
Kentucky,  the  regiments  recruited  in  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  the  North-west  gen- 
erally had  been  sent  as  fast  as  organized  to  the  Potomac  or  Missouri  armies. 
Fortunately,  Governor  Oliver  P.  Morton,  of  Indiana,  had  received  infor- 
mation, aboiit  the  1st,  which  had  led  him  to  reserve  a  few  regiments  for 
Kentucky,  and  in  response  to  General  Anderson's  appeal  he  hm'ried  them 
forward.  Anderson  had  learned  of  Buckner's  intended  advance  the  day  it 
was  made,  and  the  non-arrival  of  the  regailar  train  from  the  south  showed  him 
that  it  had  begun.  The  Home  Guards  of  Louisville  were  at  once  ordered  out 
for  ten  days,  and,  assembling  at  midnight,  eighteen  hundred  of  them  under 
Colonel  A.  Y,  Johnson,  Chief  of  the  Fire  Department,  started  by  rail  for  Mul- 

3iThus  the  neutrality  of  Kentucky  was  first  broken  by  the  Confederates. — EDITORS. 
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In  the  session  of  1860-61  Senator  Crittenden  intro-  ami  never  interfered  with  by  Conjtress  south  of  that 

dnced  resolutions  called  the  "  Crittenden  Coniiironiise,"  line.     Thouprh  this  was  tlie  most  promising  of  the  nu- 

proposinj;  as  an  imalterable  Constitutional  Aniendinent  uierous  plans  for  a  coiuproniisc.  the  resolutions  failed 

that  slavery  he  prohibited  north  of  the  parallel  of  36°  30 ,  for  want  of  agreement. —  Editors. 

dvaugli's  Hill.  Rousseau,  with  twelve  hundred  men,  followed  in  a  few  houi's. 
The  whole  force  was  under  Brigadier-Geueral  W.  T.  Sherman,  who  had  shortly 
before,  at  Anderson's  request,  been  assigned  to  duty  with  him.  On  arriA-iug 
at  Lebanon  Junction  Sherman  learned  that  Rolling  Fork  Bridge,  a  few  miles 
farther  on,  had  just  been  destroyed.  The  Home  Guards  debarked  at  the  juuo- 
tiou,  and  Rousseau  moved  forward  to  the  liridge,  finding  it  still  smoking.  A 
recoiinoissance  in  force,  carried  for  some  distance  lieyond  the  river,  foimd  no 
enemy,  and  the  burning  of  the  bridge  indicated  that  no  farther  advance  was 
intended  immediately. 

(leueral  Slierman's  army  was  ratlier  a  motley  crew.  The  Home  Guards  did 
not  wear  regulation  uniforms,  and  Rousseau's  men  were  not  well  equipped. 
Muldraugh's  Hill  had  been  occupied  for  six  weeks  or  more  during  the  summer 
by  a  regiment  of  the  State  Guard,  and  the  people  in  the  A-icinity  were  geuer- 
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ally  in  sympatliy  with  the  rebellion.  Sherman's  attention  was  attracted  to  a 
young  man,  without  any  uniform,  who  was  moving  around  with  what  he  con- 
sidered suspicious  activity,  and  he  called  him  up  for  question.  The  young  fellow 
gave  a  prompt  account  of  himself.  His  name  was  Grrif&ths,  he  was  a  medical 
student  from  Louisville  acting  as  hospital  steward,  and  he  had  been  called  out  in 
such  a  hurry  that  he  had  had  no  time  to  get  his  uniform.  As  he  moved  away  he 
muttered  something  in  a  low  tone  to  an  officer  standing  by,  and  Sherman  at 
once  demanded  to  know  what  it  was.  "Well,  G-eneral,"  was  the  reply,  "he  said 
that  a  general  with  such  a  hat  as  you  have  on  had  no  right  to  talk  to  him 
about  a  uniform."  Sherman  was  wearing  a  battered  hat  of  the  style  known  as 
"  stovepipe."  PuUing  it 
off,  he  looked  at  it,  and, 
bursting  into  a  laugh, 
calledout:  "Young  man, 
you  are  right  about  the 
hat,  but  you  ought  to 
have  your  uniform." 

On  the  20th,  the  38th 
Indiana  (Colonel  B.  F. 
Scribner)  arrived,  and 
soon  after  four  other 
regiments.  Sherman 
moved  forward  to  Eliz-  . 
abethtown,  not  finding 
any  available  position 
at  Muldraugh's  HUl.  A 
few  days  afterward,  hav- 
ing on  October  8th  suc- 
ceeded Anderson,  who  had  been  relieved  by  G-eneral  Scott  in  these  terms,  "To 
give  you  rest  necessary  to  restoration  of  health,  call  Brigadier-Greneral  Sher- 
man to  command  the  Department  of  the  Cumberland,"  Sherman  ordered 
Rousseau  to  advance  along  the  railroad  to  Nolin,  fifty-three  miles  from  Louis- 
ville, and  select  a  position  for  a  large  force. 

While  Sherman  was  at  Elizabethtown,  Buckner,  with  several  thousand  men, 
moved  rapidly  to  Rochester,  on  Grreen  River,  and  destroyed  the  locks  there,  and 
then  moved  against  Colonel  Buckner's  camp  near  Hopkinsville.  Warned  of  his 
approach.  Colonel  Buckner  directed  his  men,  who  had  not  yet  been  regularly 
enrolled,  to  disperse  and  make  their  way  to  the  Union  camp  near  Owensboro'. 
They  succeeded,  but  Colonel  Buckner  himself  was  taken  prisoner.  Occupy- 
ing Hopkinsville  after  a  slight  skirmish  with  the  Home  Guards,  Buckner  left 
a  garrison  there  under  G-eneral  Alcorn  and  returned  to  Bowling  Green. 

Rousseau's  advance  to  Nolin  and  the  arrival  of  large  reenforeements  there 
induced  Johnston  to  move  his  headquarters  from  Columbus  to  Bowling  Green, 
and  on  October  15th  he  sent  Hardee  with  1200  men  from  that  place  against 
Ward  at  Greensburg,  who,  heaiing  of  Hardee's  approach,  fell  back  with  his 
recruits  20  miles  to  CampbellsviUe. 
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No  matenal  change  iu  this  position  of  affairs  in  western  Kentucky  occuiTed 
while  General  Sherman  remained  in  command,  though  there  were  several 
sharp  skii'mishes  between  bodies  of  Kentucky  recruits  and  Confederate  scout- 
ing parties  in  the  Lower  Green  Eiver  country. 

In  the  mean  time  the  East  Tennessee  expedition  was  not  progressing.  Nel- 
son, whose  arbitrary  temper  had  made  him  enemies  among  influential  politi- 
cians, was  sent  to  eastern  Kentucky 
to  supeiintend  recruiting  camps,  and 
Brigadier-General  George  H.  Thomas 
took  command  at  Camp  Dick  Eobinson. 
Thomas  was  an  ardent  advocate  of  the 
movement  on  East  Tennessee  and  bent 
all  his  energies  to  getting  ready  for  it, 
but  his  command  was  not  haK  equip- 
ped and  was  wholly  without  transpor- 
tation; staff-officers  were  scarce,  and 
funds  were  not  fm-nished.  More  pa- 
tient than  Nelson,  he  was  yet  gi-eatly 
tiied  by  the  importunities  of  the  East 
Tennessee  troops,  and  of  the  promi- 
nent politicians  from  that  region,  who 
made  his  camp  theii*  rendezvous,  as  well 
as  by  mihtary  suggestions  from  civil- 
ians more  zealous  than  wise  iu  such 
matters.  The  speech-making  of  dis- 
tiugaxished  visitors  became  a  burden  to 
him.  On  one  occasion,  wheri  General  Sherman  visited  his  camp.  Ex-Senator 
J.  J.  Crittenden,  Senator  Aucb'ew  Johnson,  and  Horace  Ma^Tiard  were  there. 
A  band  came  from  the  camp  to  serenade  them,  and  the  soldiers,  not  yet  rid  of 
their  civilian  characteristics,  began  calling  for  speeches  from  one  after  another. 
Thomas  withdrew  from  the  orators  to  the  seclusion  of  a  little  room  used  as 
an  office,  on  one  side  of  the  piazza  from  which  they  were  speaking.  One  of 
his  aides  was  writing  in  a  corner,  but  Thomas  did  not  see  him,  and  began 
striding  i;p  and  down  the  floor  in  grooving  irritation.  At  last  Sherman,  who 
was  not  then  such  an  orator  as  he  is  now,  finished  speaking,  and  cries  arose  for 

"Thomas."   He  blurted  out,  " this  speech-making!    I  won't  speak  I  What 

does  a  man  want  to  make  a  speech  for,  anyhow  ? "  Obser\-ing  that  he  had 
an  auditor,  he  strode  from  the  room  slamming  the  door  behind  him.  and  kept 
his  own  qiuxrtevs  for  the  rest  of  the  evening. 

Accustomed  to  the  discipline  of  the  regular  army,  and  fresh  from  the  well- 
organized  army  of  General  Patterson  on  the  upper  Potomai.',  Thomas  had 
little  confidence  iu  the  raw  recruits  whom,  for  lack  of  a  mustering  officer,  he 
mustered  in  himself.  He  was  willing  to  advance  into  East  Tennessee  with 
half  a  dozen  well-drilled  regiments,  and  asked  for  and  olitained  them,  but 
they  came  without  transportation,  and  he  had  none  for  them.  While  he  was 
struggling  to  get  ready  for  an  advance,  ZoUicoffer  had  made  several  demon- 
strations, and  to  oppose  him  (buTai'd's  regiment  had  boon  tlu'own  forward  to 
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a  strong  position  on  Wild  Cat  Mountain  just  beyond  Rockcastle  River,  sup- 
ported by  a  detachment  of  Wolford's  cavaliy.  On  the  17th  of  October, 
Garrard  reported  that  ZoUicoffer  was  advancing  in  force,  and  asked  for 
reenforcements.  Thomas  hux*ried  forward  several  regiments  under  General 
Sehoepf,  who  had  reported  to  him  shortly  before.  Schoepf  arrived  with  the 
33d  Indiana,  in  time  to  help  in  giving  ZoUicoffer,  who  had  attacked  vigorously 
with  two  regiments,  a  decisive  repulse.  ZoUicoffer  I'etired,  apparently  satisfied 
with  developing  Garrard's  force,  and  Thomas  moved  Schoepf  with  Carter's 
East  Tennesseeans  and  several  other  regiments  foi'ward  in  pursuit,  till  stopped 
by  order  of  General  Sherman,  at  London. 

On  the  12th  of  November,  Sherman,  having  received  information  from  his 
advance  that  a  large  force  was  moving  between  him  and  Thomas,  apparently 
toward  Lexington,  ordered  the  latter  to  withdraw  all  his  forces  north  of  the 
Kentucky  River.  Making  arrangements  to  obey,  Thomas  at  the  same  time 
sent  an  officer  to  Sherman,  ui'ging  the  impolicy  of  the  move  unless  absolutely 
necessary,  and  controverting  the  information  on  which  it  was  based.  The 
order  was  revoked,  but  the  revocation  did  not  reach  Schoepf  until  his  troops 
had  begun  the  movement.  The  East  Tennessee  regiments  had  received  it 
with  an  indignation  that  carried 
them  to  the  verge  of  mutiny.  They 
threw  their  guns  to  the  ground  and 
swore  they  would  not  obey.  Many 
actually  left  the  command,  though 
they  returned  in  a  few  days.  It 
required  all  of  Carter's  influence  to 
keep  them  to  their  standards,  and 
hundreds  of  them  wept  as  they 
turned  theii*  backs  on  their  homes. 
Andrew  Johnson  was  with  them, 
and  his  indignation  had  added  fuel 
to  their  discontent.  He  was  so  in- 
discreet that  Thomas  seriously  con- 
templated his  arrest.  On  the  rev- 
ocation of  the  order  Carter  returned 
to  London,  while  Schoepf  took  po- 
sition soon  after  at  Somerset. 

In  September  Colonel  John  S. 
Williams  had  begun  to  gather  a 
Confederate  force  at  Prestonburg, 
in  eastern  Kentucky,  threatening 
incursions  into  the  central  part  of 
the  State.  On  the  8th  of  November 
General  Nelson,  who  had  advanced  against  him  with  two  Ohio  and  detach- 
ments of  several  Kentucky  regiments,  with  a  part  of  his  force  encountered  a 
large  detachiuent  thrown  forward  by  Williams  to  cover  his  retreat,  in  a  strong- 
position  on  Ivy  Creek.  After  a  well-contested  engagement  WUliams  was 
forced  from  his  position,  and  retired  through  Pound  Gap  [see  map,  page  394] 


MAJOR-GENERAL   GEORGE    B.    CRITTENDEN,    C.  S.  A. 
FROM    A  PHOTOGRAPH. 

General  Crittenden  was  a  son  of  Senator  Jolin  J.  Crittenden. 
His  Ijrotlier,  Thomas  L.  Crittenden,  was  a  major- 
general  in  the  Union  araiy. 
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into  Virginia.  Nelson  with  the  Ohio  regiments  was  then  ordered  to  join  the 
column  in  front  of  Louisville,  where  he  was  assigned  to  oommand  the  Fourth 
Division.  On  this  expedition  Nelson  reported  as  part  of  his  force,  "  thirty- 
six  gentlemen  volunteers,"  probably  the  latest  appearance  in  history  of  that 
description  of  soldier.  One  of  them,  of  strong  bibulous  propensities,  acting 
as  his  private  secretary,  brought  about  an  altercation  between  Nelson  aud  a 
wagoner  nearly  as  large,  which  narrowly  missed  fatal  results.  He  was 
anxious  to  get  the  driver  away  from  his  wagon  in  which  there  was  a  jug  of 
whisky,  and  directed  him  to  Nelson's  tent  to  find  a  big  fellow  who  was 
employed  to  imhitch  teams  for  tired  drivers.  He  warned  him  that  the  big 
fellow  was  cross,  but  told  him  he  must  insist  on  his  rights.  The  driver  was 
just  tipsy  enough  to  be  reckless,  and  he  roused  Nelson  with  little  ceremony. 
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There  was  a  tei'rible  outbiu'st  of  fury  011  both  sides,  which  brought  inter- 
ference just  in  time  to  prevent  a  conflict  between  the  two  giants,  one  armed 
with  a  sword,  and  the  other  with  a  loaded  whip-handle.  The  aide,  not 
reporting  next  morning,  was,  after  some  search,  found  sound  asleep  in  a 
wagon  with  the  jug  beside  him.  He  was  a  iioted  wag,  and  Nelson,  recognizing 
him  at  once  as  the  author  of  the  trick,  dismissed  him  to  his  home. 

A  visit  from  Secretary  Cameron  and  Adjutant-General  Lorenzo  Thomas, 
on  their  return  from  St.  Louis  in  the  latter  part  of  October,  resulted  in  the 
removal  of  General  Sherman.  In  explaining  the  needs  of  his  department  to 
the  Secretary,  Sherman  expressed  the  opinion  that  two  hundred  thousand  men 
would  be  required  for  successful  operations  on  his  line.  This  estimate,  which, 
as  events  showed,  evinced  remarkal^le  foresight,  then  discredited  his  judgment. 
On  their  way  to  St.  Louis,  on  the  same  tour,  the  Secretary  had  ordered  General 
O.  M.  Mitchel  to  take  charge  of  the  East  Tennessee  expedition,  superseding 
General  Thomas,  but  General  Sherman  succeeded  in  having  the  order  recalled. 

On  November  15th,  General  Don  Carlos  Buell  assumed  command  of  the 
Department  of  the  Ohio,  enlarged  so  as  to  include  the  States  of  Ohio,  Mich- 
igan, and  Indiana.  I  He  was  given  the  advantage,  not  enjoyed  by  his  prede- 
cessors, of  controlling  the  new  troops  organized  in  those  States.  By  one  of 
his  first  orders.  General  Thomas  was  directed  to  concentrate  his  command  at 
Lebanon.  The  new  commander  began  at  once  the  task  of  creating  an  efficient 
ai'my  out  of  the  raw  material  at  hand.  He  organized  the  regiments  into  bri- 
gades and  divisions,  and  subjected  them  to  a  system  of  drill  and  discipline 
the  beneficial  effects  of  which  endured  thi'oughout  the  war. 

The  advance  into  East  Tennessee  remained  a  favorite  projectwith  the  author- 
ities at  Washington.  Buell's  instructions  presented  Knoxville  as  the  objective 
of  his  fii'st  campaign.  McClellan  wi'ote  several  times  ui'ging  that  the  seizing 
of  the  East  Tennessee  and  Virginia  railroad  was  essential  to  the  success  of  his 
plans,  and  that  the  i^olitical  results  likely  to  follow  success  in  that  direction 
made  the  movement  of  the  first  importance.  BueU  did  not  consider  East 
Tennessee  important  enough  to  be  his  principal  objective ;  he  wanted  it  to 
be  a  subordinate  feattu'e  in  a  great  campaign.  He  submitted  his  plans  to 
McClellan  in  a  personal  letter.  They  were  comprehensive  and  required  a  large 
force,  and  it  was  ah'eady  seen  that  Sherman's  estimate  was  not  so  far  out  of 
the  way.  Buell  proposed  that  a  heavy  column  should  be  moved  up  the  Ten- 
nessee and  Cumberland  rivers  by  steamer,  to  unite  \vith  another  moving  on 
Nashville,  to  the  eastward  of  Bowling  Green.  Demonstrations  were  to  be 
made  in  front  of  Columbus  and  Bowling  Green,  sufficient  to  keep  the  forces 
holding  them  fuUy  occupied  until  theii'  retreat  was  cut  off  by  the  marching 
columns.  At  the  same  time  an  expedition  from  Lebanon,  moving  by  way 
of  Somerset,  was  to  be  directed  against  East  Tennessee.  Until  he  was  ready 
to  move,  he  desired  to  do  nothing  to  put  the  enemy  on  the  alert.  His  bri- 
gades and  regiments  were  allowed  to  remain  in  apparently  objectless  disper- 

t  General  Buell  was  a  graduate  of  West  Point,  severely  wounded.    May  20th,  1861,  to  August 

In  the  Mexiean  war  he  twice  received  promotion  9th  he  was  on  duty  in  California,  and  from  Sept. 

for  gallant    and   meritorious    conduct,    and  was  14th  to  Nov.  9th  in  the  defenses  of  Washington. 
VOL.  I.  25  Editors. 
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sion.  He  did  not  care  if  some  isolated  posts  were  oecasioiially  raided  by  the 
enemy.  But  his  regiments  were  frequently  inspected  an<l  requu-ed  to  keep 
constantly  ready  for  a  movement  the  day  and  hour  of  which  he  proposed  to 
keep  to  himself.  The  notion  that  Buckner  or  Zolhcoffer  contemplated  an 
advance,  which  so  frequently  agitated  the  military  mind  before  he  came,  was 
dismissed  by  him  as  idle.  "  I  would  as  soon,"  he  wrote  to  McClellan,  "  expect 
to  meet  the  Ai'my  of  the  Potomac  marching  up  the  road,  as  Johnston." 

His  policy  of  quiet  had  to  be  laid  aside  when,  early  in  December,  Morgan 
and  Helm  burned  the  Bacon  Creek  bridge  in  his  front.  He  advanced  his 
lines  to  Munfordville  and  threw  forward  a  small  force  beyond  Green  Biver. 
This  resulted  in  a  skirmish  between  a  portion  of  the  .j"2d  Indiana,  deployed 
as  skirmishers,  and  Ten-y's  Texas  Cavalry — notable  as  one  of  the  few  fights 
of  the  war  between  infantry  sku-mishers  in  the  open  and  cavalry. 

Nothing  else  of  moment  occurred  on  Buell's  main  line  until  the  capture  of 
Forts  Henry  and  Donelson  compelled  Johnston  to  retire  from  Bowling  Green 
and  leave  the  road  to  Nashville  open.  ^  Dm'ing  November  Buell  reviewed 
Thomas's  command  at  Lebanon,  and  advised  with  him  about  an  attack  on 
Zollicoffer,  who  to  meet  a  rimiored  advance  had  left  Cumberland  Gap  in 
charge  of  a  strong  garrison,  had  made  his  appeai'auce  on  the  Cumberland  at 
Mill  Springs,  a  few  miles  south-west  of  Somerset,  had  crossed  the  river,  and 
after  some  picket-firing  with  Schoepf  had  intrenched  himself  on  the  north  side. 

General  Thomas  left  Lebanon  on  the  1st  of  January.  As  far  as  Colum- 
bia there  was  a  good  turnpike;  beyond,  only  mud  roads.  It  rained  incessantly, 
and  artillery  carriages  and  wagons  sank  to  their  axles  in  the  soft  soil.  On  one 
part  of  the  route  eight  days  were  consumed  in  advancing  forty  miles. 

i  The  letter  which  follows  shows  Mr.  Lincoln's  ^ant  of  perfect  knowledge  of  the  enemy's  movements. 

ideas  of  what  was  demanded  bv  the  situation :  This  had  its  part  in  the  BuU  Run  case ;  but  worse  in 

that  case  was  the  expiration  of  the  terms  of  the  three- 

"Exeeiitive  Mansion,  Washington,  January  13th,  1862.  months  men.  Appljina  the  principle  to  your  case,  nij- 
Bbigadiek-General  Bueix  ;  My  dear  sir,— Your  dis-  ideals  that  Halleck  shall  menace  Columbii-s.  and -down- 
patch  of  yesterday  is  received,  in  which  you  say,  *  I  ha ve  river '  generally,  while  you  menace  Bowling  Green  and 
received  your  h'tter  and  General  McClellan's,  and  will  East  Tennessee.  If  the  enemy  shall  concentrate  at 
at  once  devote  all  my  eft'orts  to  your  views  and  his.'  In  Bowling  Green,  do  not  retire  from  his  front,  yet  do  not 
the  midst  iif  my  many  lares,  I  have  not  seen  or  asked  to  flght  him  there  cither,  but  .seize  Columbus  and  East 
see  Geiural  Mcriellan's  letter  to  you.  For  my  own  Tennessee,  one  or  both,  left  exposed  by  the  concentra- 
views,  I  have  not  offered,  and  do  not  now  ofl'er  them,  as  tion  at  Bowling  Green.  It  is  a  matter  of  no  small 
orders;  and  while  I  am  glad  to  have  tliein  respectfiUl.i'  anxiety  to  me,  and  one  which  I  am  sure  you  will  not 
considered,  I  would  blame  you  to  follow  them  eontrar,v  overlook,  that  the  East  Tennessee  line  is  so  long  and 
to  your  own  clear  judgment,  unless  I  should  put  them  over  so  bad  a  i-oad.  Yours,  very  trul.v.  A.  Lincoln. 
in  the  fonn  of  orders.  As  to  General  MeCIeUau's  yiews,  [ Indorsement] :  January  13th.  1S62.  Having  to-<tay  writ- 
.vou  understand  your  duty  in  regard  to  thein  better  than  fen  General  Buell  a  letter,  it  occurs  to  me  to  send  Gen- 
I  do.  With  tills  preliminary  I  state  my  general  idea  of  eral  Halleck  a  copy  of  it.  A.  Lincoln." 
this  war  to  bc'  that  we  have   the  greater  numbers  and 

the  enemy  lias  tlie  greater  facility  of   concentrating  On  February  5th,  the  day  before  the  capture  ot 

forces  upon  points  of  ei>Uision  :  that  we  must  fail  unless  Fort  Henrv,  General  Buell  wrote  thus  to  General 

we  can  timl  someway  or  making  our  advantage  an  over-  Halleck  in  a  correspondence  with  reeard  to  co- 

niatili  fur  liis;  and  that  this  can  only  be  done  by  menae-  ... 

ing  him  with  siijierior  forces  at  ditierent  points  at  the  oV^ation  : 

same  time,  so  that  we  can  safely  attack  one  or  both  if  he  '•  I  think  it  is  quite  plain  that  the  center  of  the  en<^ 

makes  no  ch.ango;  and  if  he  weakens  one  to  strengthen  ni.v's    line  —  that    part    which    you    arc   now   moving 

the  other,  fiu-bcar  to  attack  the  strengthened  one,  but  ag!iinst  — is  the  decisive  point  of  his  whole  front,  as  it 

seize  anil  hold  the  weakened  one,  gaining  so  much.    To  is  also  the  most  viilneraWe.     If  it  is  held,  or  even  the 

illustrate:   Suppose  last  summer,  when  Winchester  ran  bridges  on  the  Cumberland  and  Teunes-see  rivers  de- 

awn.\'  to  rceiiforce  Manassas,  we  had  forborne  to  attack  stroyed.   and  your  force    maintains  itself   near  those 

Manassas,  but  had  seized  and  held  Winchester.    I  men-  points.  Bowling  Green  will  si>»»edily  fall,  and  Colunihns 

tion  tliis  (o  illustrate,  and  not  to  ciitieise.     I  did  not  lose  will  soon  follow.  The  work  which  .von  have  undertaken 

confldenec  in  McPowell.  and  I  think  less  harshly  of  Pat-  is  therefore  of   the  very  highest  imiwrtance,  without 

terson  th.an  some  others  seem  to.     In  application  of  the  reference  to  the  iHiurioiis  effects  of  a  failurv.  ThenMsnot 

general  rule  I  am  suggesting,  every  particular  ease  will  in  the  whole  field  of  oiier.itions  n  point  at  which  every 

have  its  niodifyingcircuinstances,  among  which  the  most  man  you  can  raise  can  lie  employinl  with  luon^  effect  or 

constantly  present  and  most  dillienlt  to  meet  will  be  the  with  the  prospect  of  as  important  n>snlts."     EPITORS. 
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On  the  17th  of  January  Thomas  reached  Logan's  Cross  Roads,  ten  miles 
north  of  ZoUicoffer's  intrenched  camp  (on  the  north  side  of  the  Cumberland, 
opposite  Mill  Springs)  and  about  the  same  distance  west  of  Somerset,  with  the 
9th  Ohio  and  2d  JNIinnesota  of  Robert  L.  McCook's  brigade,  the  10th  Indiana  of 
Man  sou's  brigade,  Kenny's  battery,  and  a  battalion  of  Wolford's  cavahy.  The 
4th  Kentucky,  lOtli  Kentucky,  the  14th  Ohio,  Wetmore's  battery,  and  the  18th 
regulars  were  still  detained  in  the  rear  by  bad  roads.  Halting  at  the  cross 
roads,  Thomas  commuuicated  with  Schoepf  and  ordered  him  to  send  across 
Fishing  Creek  to  his  camp  the  12th  Kentucky,  the  1st  and  2d  East  Tennessee 
regiments,  and  Standart's  battery,  to  remain  until  the  arrival  of  his  delayed 
force.  Hearing  that  a  large  wagon  train,  sent  on  a  foraging  expedition  by 
ZoUicoffer,  was  on  a  road  about  six  miles  from  the  camp  of  Steedman,  of  the 
14tli  Ohio,  he  ordered  that  officer  to  take  his  own  regiment  and  Harlan's  10th 
Kentucky  and  attempt  its  capture.  On  the  evening  of  the  18th  the  4th  Ken- 
tucky, the  battalion  of  Michigan  Engineers,  and  the  battery  arrived  and  went 
into  camp  near  the  10th  Indiana. 

THE  BATTLE  OF  LOGAN'S  CROSS  ROADS  (MILL  SPRINGS). 

A  FEW  days  before  this  Greneral  George  B.  Crittenden  had  arrived  at  ZoUi- 
coffer's camp  and  assumed  command.  Hearing  of  the  anival  of  Thomas 
with  part  of  his  command,  and  believing  that  Fishing  Creek,  which  was  a 
troublesome  stream  at  any  stage  of  water,  was  unfordable  from  recent  rains, 
he  called  a  council  of  his  brigade  and  regimental  commanders  to  consider 
the  propi'iety  of  making  an  attack  on  Thomas  before  he  could  be  reached  by 
Schoepf  or  his  regiments  in  the  rear.  There  was  little  delay  in  coming  to  a 
decision.  Their  camp  on  the  north  side  of  the  river  was  not  tenable  against 
a  strong  attack,  and  the  means  of  crossing  the  river  were  so  insufficient  that 
a  withdrawal  without  great  loss  could  not  have  been  effected,  in  the  face  of 
an  enterprising  enemy.  The  only  chance  for  a  satisfactory  issue  was  to 
attack  Thomas  before  he  could  concentrate.  Crittenden  ordered  a  move- 
ment to  begin  at  midnight  on  the  18th  in  the  following  order :  General  ZoUi- 
coffer's brigade,  consisting  of  two  cavahy  companies,  a  Mississippi  regiment, 
three  Tennessee  regiments,  and  a  battery  in  front ;  next,  the  brigade  of  General 
Carroll,  composed  of  three  Tennessee  regiments  and  a  section  of  artillery. 
An  Alabama  regiment  and  two  cavalry  regiments,  intended  as  a  reserve, 
closed  the  column.  After  a  march  of  nine  miles  over  muddy  roads  and 
through  the  rain,  his  cavalry  about  daylight  encountered  Wolford's  pickets, 
who  after  firing  fell  back  on  the  reserve,  consisting  of  two  companies  of  the 
10th  Indiana,  and  with  them  made  a  determined  stand,  in  which  they  were 
promptly  supported  by  Wolford  with  the  rest  of  his  battahon,  and  soon 
after  by  the  rest  of  the  10th  Indiana,  ordered  up  by  Manson,  who  had  been 
advised  by  courier  from  Wolford  of  the  attack.  Colonel  Manson  proceeded 
in  person  to  order  forward  the  4th  Kentucky  and  the  battery  of  his  brigade 
and  to  report  to  General  Thomas.  On  his  way  he  notified  Colonel  Van 
Cleve,  of  the  2d  Minnesota.  As  Manson  dashed  through  the  camp  of  the 
4th  Kentucky  shouting  for  Colonel  Speed  S.  Fry,  and  giving  warning  of  the 
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attack,  the  men,  wearied  with  the  muddy  march  of  the  day  before,  were  just 
beginning  to  crawl  out  of  their  tents  to  roll-call.  Forming  rapidly,  Fry  led 
them  at  double-quick  in  the  direction  of  the  filing.  Haxing  no  one  to  place 
him,  on  coming  in  sight  of  the  enemy,  he  took  position  along  a  fence  in 
the  edge  of  the  woods,  with  his  right  resting  near  the  Mill  SpiTngs  road.  In 
front  of  him  was  an  open  field,  across  which  the  enemy  were  advancing  from 
the  shelter  of  woodland  on  the  opposite  side.  A  ravine  ran  through  the  open 
field  parallel  to  Fry's  front,  heading  near  the  road  on  his  light,  with  steep 
sides  in  his  front,  but  sloping  gi'adually  beyond  his  left.  Before  Fiy's  arrival 
Zollicoffer  had  deployed  his  brigade,  and  liad  forced  Wolford  and  the  10th 
Indiana  to  fall  l>ack,  almost  capturing  the  horses  of  Wolford's  men,  who  were 
fighting  on  foot.  A  portion  of  Wolford's  command,  under  his  immediate 
charge,  and  Vanarsdall's  company  of  the  10th  Indiana,  rallied  on  the  ith 
Kentucky  when  it  appeared,  the  remainder  of  the  10th  falling  back  to  its 
encampment,  where  it  re-formed  its  hues.  Fiy  was  at  once  subjected  to  a 
severe  attack.     The  enemy  in  his  front  crawled  up  under  shelter  of  the 

ravine  to  within  a  short  dis- 
tance of  his  lines  before  deliver- 
ing theii"  fire,  and  Fry,  moiuiting 
the  fence,  in  stentorian  tones  de- 
nounced them  as  dastards,  and 
defied  them  to  stand  up  on  their 
feet  and  come  forward  like  men. 
A  httle  lull  in  the  filing  oc- 
curring at  this  junetm-e,  Fry 
rode  a  short  distance  to  the 
right  to  get  a  better  view  of  the 
movement  of  the  enemy  in  that 
direction.  The  morning  was  a 
lowering  one,  and  the  woods 
were  full  of  smoke.  As  Fry 
turned  to  regain  his  position  he 
encountered  a  mounted  officer 
whose  uniform  was  covered 
with  a  water-proof  coat.  After 
approaching  till  their  knees 
touched,  the  stranger  said  to 
Fry :  "  TTe  must  not  fire  on  our 
own  men":  and  nodding  his 
head  to  his  left,  he  said,  "  Those 
are  oiu"  men.""  Fry  said,  "Of 
course  not.  I  would  not  do  so 
intentionally";  and  he  beg-an 
to  move  toward  his  regiment, 
when  turning  he  saw  another 
mounted  man  ridinjr  from  the 
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trees  who  fired  and  wounded  Fry's  horse.  Fry  at  once  fired  on  the  man 
who  had  accosted  him,  and  several  of  his  men,  observing  the  incident, 
fired  at  the  same  time.  The  shots  were  fatal,  and  the  horseman  fell  dead, 
pierced  by  a  pistol-shot  in  his  breast  and  by  two  musket-balls.  It  was 
soon  ascertained  that  it  was  Zollicoifer  himself  who  had  fallen.  In  the 
mean  time,  the  enemy  were  pressing  Fry  in  front  and  overlapping  his 
right.  On  his  right  front  only  the  fence  separated  the  combatants.  The  left 
of  his  regiment  not  being  assailed,  he  moved 
two  comjjanies  from  that  flank  to  his  right. 
As  he  was  making  this  change  General 
Thomas  appeared  on  the  field,  and  at  once 
placed  the  10th  Indiana  in  position  to  cover 
Fry's  exposed  fiank. 

The  fall  of  Zollicoffer  and  the  sharp  firing 
that  followed  caused  two  of  his  regiments  to 
retreat  in  confusion.  Crittenden  then  brought 
up  Carroll's  brigade  to  the  support  of  the  other 
two,  and  ordered  a  general  advance.  Thomas 
met  this  by  placing  a  section  of  Kenny's  bat- 
tery on  the  left  of  the  -tth  Kentucky,  which 
was  overlapped  by  Carroll's  line,  ordered  the 
12th  Kentucky  to  the  left  of  Kenny's  two 
guns,  and  Carter  with  the  two  East  Tennessee 
regiments,  and  Wetmore's  battery  still  farther 
to  the  left,  in  front  of  the  Somerset  road. 
Standart's  battery  and  Kenny's  remaining 
guns  were  held  in  the  rear  of  the  center,  and  MeCook's  two  regiments  were 
ordered  up,  the  9th  Ohio  on  the  right  of  the  10th  Indiana,  and  the  2d  Minne- 
sota in  reserve  behind  the  latter  regiment  and  the  4tli  Kentucky.  Dming 
these  movements  Kenny's  section  was  so  threatened  that  it  was  Avithdrawn 
some  distance  to  the  rear.  There  was  little  opportunity  for  the  effective  use 
of  artillery  on  either  side,  and  that  arm  played  an  insignificant  part  in  the 
engagement,  Thomas's  supei'iority  in  that  particular  availing  him  little.  Car- 
roll's attack  was  pressed  with  great  courage,  and  the  ammunition  of  the  4th 
Kentucky  and  10th  Indiana  beginning  to  fail,  the  2d  Minnesota  was  ordered 
to  relieve  them,  which  it  did  under  severe  fire.  Both  of  MeCook's  regiments 
were  admii-ably  drilled  and  disciplined,  and  moved  to  the  attack  with  the 
order  and  steadiness  of  veterans.  Thomas's  disposition  of  his  troops  had 
begun  to  tell.  The  advance  of  the  12th  Kentucky  on  the  left,  the  firing  of 
"Wetmore's  battery,  and  the  movement  of  Carter's  East  Tennesseeans  checked 
the  enemy's  right,  and  it  soon  began  to  give  back.  The  2d  Minnesota  was 
slowly  pushing  forward  over  the  ground  that  had  been  the  scene  of  the  most 
persistent  fighting  from  the  fii-st,  and  the  9th  Ohio,  on  the  right,  was  forcing 
back  the  enemy  throiigli  open  ground,  when,  slightly  changing  direction,  it 
made  a  bayonet  charge  against  the  enemy's  left,  which  gave  way  in  confusion. 
Their  whole  line  then  broke  into  a  disorderly  retreat.     After  replenishing 
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cartridge-boxes,  Thomas  pushed  foiTvard  in  pursuit.  Within  a  few  miles,  a 
small  body  of  the  enemy's  cavahy  attempted  to  make  a  stand,  but  were  scat- 
tered by  a  few  shells  from  Standart.  The  road  which  the  retreating  force 
followed  was  strewn  with  e\T;denees  that  the  retreat  had  degenerated  into  a 
A  piece  of  artillery  was  found  abandoned  in  a  mud  hole,  hundreds 
of  muskets  were  strewn  along  the  road  and 
in  the  fields,  and,  most  conA^ncing  proof  of 
all,  the  flying  foe  had  thrown  away  their 
haversacks  filled  with  rations  of  com  pone 
and  bacon.  Those  were  the  days  when  sto- 
ries of  " rebel  ati'ocities"  in  the  way  of  poison- 
ing wells  and  food  were  cun-ent.  and  the 
piu'suers,  who  had  gone  into  the  fight  ])reak- 
fastless,  were  doulitf ul  about  tasting  the  con- 
tents of  the  first  liaA-ersacks  they  observed. 
Their  gTcat  number,  however,  soon  became 
a  guarantee  of  good  faith,  and  the  hungiy 
soldiers  seized  on  them  with  avidity.  As 
Crittenden  in  his  report  mentioned  the  loss 
of  all  the  cooked  rations  canied  to  the  field 
as  enhancing  the  distress  of  his  subsequent 
retreat,  the  abimdauce  of  the  supply  obtained 
by  the  jjursuing  force  may  be  inferred.  On 
arriving  near  the  enemy's  intrenchmeuts 
the  diA'isiou  was  deployed  in  hue  of  battle, 
advancing  to  the  summit  of  the  hUl  at  Mouldeu's,  which  commanded  the 
enemy's  intrenchmeuts.  From  this  point  Standart  and  "Wetmore's  batteries 
kept  up  a  cannonade  till  dark,  whUe  Kenny's  on  the  left,  at  Eussell's  house, 
fii-ed  ujion  their  ferry  to  keep  them  from  crossing.  The  1-lth  Ohio  and'  the 
10th  Kentucky  had  come  up  during  the  pursuit,  and  were  placed  in  advance 
for  the  assault  ordered  for  daybreak.  General  Schoepf  arrived  about  dark 
with  the  17th,  -31st,  and  3Sth  Ohio.     [See  also  pp.  516,  517.] 

At  daybreak  next  morning  Wetmore's  Parrott  gxms,  which  had  been  moved 
to  Russell's,  liegan  firing  on  the  steamer  which  was  CA-ideiitly  engaged  in 
crossing  troops,  and  it  was  soon  abandoned  and  set  on  fire  by  the  enemy. 
The  assaulting  columns  moved  forward,  the  lOtli  Kentucky  and  the  11th 
Ohio  in  advance,  and  reaching  the  intrenchmeuts  fouml  them  abandoned. 
In  the  bottom  near  the  ferry-crossing  were  found  11  pieces  of  artillery,  with 
their  caissons,  battery-wagons,  and  foi'ges,  hitched  up  and  ready  to  move 
but  abandoned  by  the  artillerj-men,  more  than  150  wagons,  and  over  1000 
horses  and  mules.  All  tlie  troops  had  escaped.  The  steep  road  on  tlie  other 
bank  was  strewn  with  abandoned  baggage  and  other  evidoiu'os  of  disordeily 
flight.  The  boats  used  for  crossing  haAnng  been  destroyed  by  the  retreating 
enemy,  no  immediate  pursuit  was  possible ;  but  during  the  day  means  were 
improvised  for  getting  tlie  11th  Ohio  across  for  a  reconnoissauce  and  to 
secure  abandoned  propertj'. 
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Thomas  reported  his  loss  iu  action  as  39  killed  and  207  wounded,  the 
casualties  being  confined  entirely  to  the  10th  Indiana,  4th  Kentucky,  2d 
Minnesota,  9th  Ohio,  and  Wolford's  cavalry.  Colonels  McCook  and  Fry 
were  among  the  wounded.  The  enemy's  loss  he  reported  as  192  killed,  89 
prisoners  not  wounded,  and  68  prisoners  wounded.  Crittenden's  report 
stated  his  own  loss  at  125  killed,  309  wounded,  and  99  missing,  much  the 
heaviest  loss  being  in  the  15th  Mississippi  (Lieiitenant-Colonel  E.  C.  Wal- 
thall), of  ZoUicoffer's  brigade,  which  had  led  the  attack  on  Fry  and  fought 
through  the  whole  engagement. 

Besides  the  property  mentioned  above,  a  large  amount  of  ammunition,  com- 
missary stores,  inti'enching  tools,  camp  and  garrison  equipage  and  muskets, 
and  five  stands  of  colors  were  found  in  the  camp.  The  demoralization  was 
acknowledged  by  Crittenden  in  his  report,  in  which  he  says :  "  From  MiU 
Springs  and  on  the  first  steps  of  my  march  officers  and  men,  frightened  by 
false  rumors  of  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  shamefully  deserted,  and,  steal- 
ing horses  and  mules  to  ride,  fled  to  Knoxville,  Nashville,  and  other  places 
in  Tennessee."  Of  one  cavalry  battalion,  he  reported  that  all  had  deserted 
except  twenty-five.  On  his  retreat  his  sick-list  increased  greatly  from  lack  of 
food  and  fatigue,  and  the  effective  force  of  his  army  was  practically  destroyed. 

After  entrance  into  his  intrenchments  had  demonstrated  the  panic  that  ex- 
isted in  the  enemy's 

forces,  Fry  said  -7-,^\*mS'^\?«^ -te. 
to  Thomas :  Gen-  -  -*  ^ 
eral,  why  didn't 
you  send  in  a  de- 
mand for  surren- 
der last  night  ? " 
Looking  at  hun  a 
moment  as  if  re- 
flecting, Thomas 
replied :  "  Hang  it. 
Fry,  I  never  once 
thought  of  it."  At 
this  time  origina- 
ted a  saying  often 
heard  in  the  West- 
ern army  after- 
ward.   A  sprightly 

young  prisoner  slightly  wounded  was  allowed  the  freedom  of  the  camp.  To 
some  soldiers  chaffing  him  about  his  army  being  in  such  a  hurry  as  even  to 
throw  away  their  haversacks,  he  replied:  "Well,  we  were  doing  pretty 
good  fighting  till  old  man  Thomas  rose  up  in  his  stirrups,  and  we  heard 
him  holler  out :  '  Attention,  Creation  !  By  kingdoms  right  wheel ! '  and  then 
we  knew  you  had  us,  and  it  was  no  time  to  cany  weight." 

Thomas's  victory  was  complete,  and  the  road  was  opened  for  the  advance  into 
East  Tennessee  which  he  had  so  long  endeavored  to  make  and  which  was 
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contemplated  by  his  instructions,  but  the  scai'city  of  proAdsious,  the  badness 
of  the  roads,  and  the  ditficulty  of  crossing  the  river  made  prosri-ess  on  that 
Hne  impracticable,  and  shortly  aftei'ward  Carter  was  ordered  with  his  brigade 
against  Cumberland  Gap  and  Thomas  to  rejoin  Buell's  main  column,  and  the 
East  Tennessee  expedition,  which  Nelson  had  devised  and  McClellan  had 
strongly  urged  and  Thomas  had  labored  so  to  \mX  in  motion,  was  definitively 
abandoned. 

While  Thomas  was  marching  against  ZoUicoffer,  Colonel  Garfield  was 
driving  Humphrey  Marshall  from  the  mountainous  region  along  the  Virginia 
boi'der.  With  ^Marshall's  I'etreat  tlie  last  Confederate  force  was  driven  from 
the  State,  and  Garfield  with  his  l)rigade  joined  the  ai-my  in  Tennessee. 


THE  OPPOSING  POECES  AT  LOGAN'S  CROSS  ROADS.  KNOWN  AS  MILL  SPRINGS 
AND  ALSO  AS  FISHING  CREEK,  KY. 

Tlio  composition  ami  losses  of  cacli  army  as  here  stated  give  the  in.st  nf  all  the  tlata  obtaiuable  iu  the  Official  noconls. 
K  stands  for  killed  ;  w  for  wounded ;  m  w  for  mortally  wounded ;  m  for  captured  or  mtssin;r :  c  for  capture*!. — EPiroR5- 


The  Union  Army,  Bris.-Gen.  George  H.  Thomns. 
Second  Briijude,  Col.  Jlalilon  D.  Mansou :  10th  Intl., 
Lt.-Col.  William  C.  Kise :  4tli  Ky.,  Col.  Ppccd  S.  Fry  (w) ; 
10th  Ky.,  Col.  .Tolm  M.  Harlan :  lith  Ohio,  Col.  Jaiucs  B. 
Steedtnan.  [The  two  latter  rejErimcuta  were  engaged 
only  iu  thi'  pursuit  of  the  enemy.]  Brigade  loss:  k,  19; 
■w.  127  =  140.  Til  ii-d  Brir/fitle,  Col.  Robert  L.  JleCook  (w) : 
2d  Minn..  Col.  Horatio  V.  Van  Clove:  9th  Ohio,  Miyor 
Gustavi-  K.-niinici'liTi^'.  Urisade  loss :  1;.  l.S;  w,  CI  =  70; 
TirelflJi  liii;iii(h-.  ActiUL,'  Bri^.-tJen.  Samuel  V.  Carter: 
12th  Ky.,  Col.  Wllli.am  A.  Hosldus ;  Ist  Teimessee,  Cid. 


Robert  K.  Byrd ;  2d  Tounessce.  Col.  J.  P.  T.  Carter; 
1st  Ky.  Cav.'jlry,  Col.  Frank  Wolford.  Brigade  loss: 
k,  3 ;  w,  19 ;  m,  15  =  37.  Artillery  ;  Battery  B.  1st  Ohio. 
Capt.  WilUam  E.  Staiidart :  Battery  C.  1st  Ohio.  Capt. 
Dennis  Kenny,  Jr. :  9th  Ohio  Battery,  dipt.  Henry  8. 
Wetmore.  Camp  (iii(ii<l :  D.  F,  ami  K.  Michigan  En- 
gineers and  Mcehanies.  Lieiit.-Col.  K.  A.  liiinton :  A, 
3Sth  Ohio.  Capt.  Charles  Greenwood. 

Brig.-Gen.  .i.  8elioepf  joined  Thomas  on  the  eveninie 
of  the  battle,  after  the  fighting  had  cea.<ed,  witb  the 
nth,  :!lst.  and  3Sth  Ohio. 


The  total  loss  of  the  Union  forces  was  40  Wiled,  207  woundi'd.  and  l,i  captured  or  missing.— aggivgate.  262. 

In  the  Ollleial  Records,  vol.  VII..  p.  86,  Col.  JIanson  reports  that  "  the  Federal  force  actually  onmigiHl  did  not 
exceed  al  any  time  over  S.^iOO."    Gen.  Thomas's  entire  eonuuand  on  the  Held  during  the  engagement  protiablj- 

nunilKivd  about  four  thousand  effectives. 

The  Confederate  ,\rmy.  Ma.ior-Gen.  George  B. 
CrittendiMi.  First  linnmlf.  Tirig.-Gcn.  F  K.  Zollicoffcr  (k). 
Col.  D.  II.  Cunnuings:  15th  IMiss.,  T.ieut.-Col.  E.  C.  Wal- 
thiill:  wth  Tcnn.,  Col.  Tt.  II.  Onmniinss,  Lieut. -Col. 
Francis  M.  WnlUcr:  2ntli  Teun..  Col.  .loci  .\.  Battle;  2.'ith 
Tenn.,  Col. .«.  S.  Stanton  (w) ;  Tcnn.  Battery.  Capt.  A.  M. 
Untledge;  Iiid'p't  Co.  Tenn.  Cav.,  Capt.  \V.  S.  Bh-dsoe; 
Ind'p't  Co.  Tenn.  Cav.,  Capt.  T.  C.  Panders.     Brigade 


loss:  Ic.  9S:  w.  26.". ;  m.  fifi  4'29.  ffmnit  liri(m<lf.  Bric.- 
Gen.  Wm.  H.Carroll:  Ifith  Ala..  Col.  Wm.  B.  Wood:  ITth 
Tenn..  I.ieut.-Col.  T.  C.  H.  Mill-r ;  2Sth  Tenn..  Col.  J.  P. 
Murray :  29th  Tt>nn..  Col.  Sand.  Powell  (wl.  Mrvior  Horace 
Rice :  Tenn.  Battery  (2  gnns).Capt.  Hugh  T.W.  McClung: 
4tli  Battalion  Tenn.  Cav..  Ueut  -Col.  B.  M.  Branner. 
Brigade  loss:  k.  28:  w.  4«:  m.  29  1(R.  Rfxrrrr :  .Wi 
Battalion  Tenn.  Cav..  Ueut.-Col.  Georg>-  R.  >reCleUan. 


The  total  Confederate  loss  was  12.'i  killed.  M9  wounded,  ami  90  captured  ormis,sing. — aggregate,  .133. 

Gen.  Crittenden  says  :  ••  In  the  then  condiliou  of  mv  command  I  could  array  for  battle  alwnt  4000 effective  men." 


MARSHALL  AND  GARFIELD  IN  EASTERN  KENTUCKY. 


BY  THE  REV.  EDWARD  O.  GUEREANT.  ASSISTANT  ADJUTANT-GENERAL  TO  GENERAL  MARSHALL. 

ON  the  lOth  of  September,  1861,  General  Albert  Sidney 
Johnston,  one  of  the  five  officers  who  then  held  the  rank 
of  "  General "  in  the  Confederate  army,  was  assigned 
to  the  command  of  Deijartmeut  No.  2,  embracing  the 
States  of  Tennessee  and  Arkansas,  and  that  part  of 
the  State  of  Mississippi  west  of  the  New  Orleans,  Jack- 
son and  Great  Northern  and  Central  Railroad ;  also, 
the  military  ojierations  in  Kentucky,  Missoiiri,  Kansas, 
and  the  Indian  country  immediately  west  of  Missouri 
and  Arkansas.  Tennessee  had  entered  into  a  league 
with  the  Confederacy  on  the  7th  of  May,  1861,  and 
although  the  efforts  of  the  Confederates  to  take  Ken- 
tucky out  of  the  Union  had  been  defeated,  the  State 
co««DE,.TE  p„v.TE.  F»oK.  AN  AM..OTYPE.  coutaiued  a  iRYge  element  friendly  to  secession,  from 
which  was  recruited  at  an  early  day  a  number  of  regiments.  In  order  to 
afford  securer  opportunities  for  such  enlistments,  it  was  necessary  to  make 
an  effort  to  occupy  eastern  Kentucky.  This  was  desirable,  also,  in  order  to 
protect  vital  interests  of  the  Confederacy  in  south-western  Virginia,  where 
were  situated  the  great  salt-works  and  lead-mines  of  the  South,  and  where 
ran  the  chief  line  of  railway,  connecting  Virginia  with  the  Gulf  States. 

With  these  objects  in  view,  on  the  1st  of  November,  1861,  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Humphrey  Marshall  was  sent  by  the  Confederate  Government  to  take 
command  of  certain  troops  at  Prestonburg,  Ky.,  then  under  command  of 
Colonel  (afterward  General)  John  S.  Williams.  These  consisted  of  a  regi- 
ment and  a  battalion  in  a  camp  on  the  Big  Sandy,  which  had  been  organ- 
ized in  the  fall  of  1861,  by  Colonel  Williams.  The  regiment  was  the  5th  Ken- 
tucky, the  famous  "  Ragamuffin  Regiment,"  composed  almost  exclusively  of 
mountain  men,  and  one  of  the  finest  corj^s  of  soldiers  ever  enlisted  in  the 
army.  They  were  hardy,  raw-boned,  brave  mountaineers,  trained  to  hard- 
ships, and  armed  with  long  rifles.  Colonel  Williams  had  also  organized  a 
battahon  of  mounted  riflemen  from  the  famous  "  Blue  Grass  "  country  in 
central  Kentucky,  composed  of  yoimg  men  of  education  and  fortune, — the 
class  of  men  who  afterward  made  John  Morgan  famous  as  a  raider.  This 
force  was  further  increased  by  the  Slth  Virginia,  under  Colonel  John  H. 
Trigg,  the  29th  Virginia,  under  Colonel  A.  C.  Moore,  and  a  battery  of  field 
artillery,  under  Captain  W.  C.  Jeffress.  In  General  Marshall's  official  reports, 
he  states  that  during  the  campaign  of  1861-62  his  force  never  exceeded  1800 
effective  men  of  all  arms.  J  The  force  assigned  to  him  was  very  small, 
considering  the  interests  involved  and  the   objects  to  be   attained.     The 

J  Yet,  on  the  30th  of  December,  1861,  General  Marshall  had  reported  his  force  as  "equal  to  3000," 
including  "battery  of  four  pieces,  equal  to  600  men." — Editors. 
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oeoupation  of  eastern  Kentucky  would  have 
I'equired  an  army  of  several  thousand  men. 
In  response  to  his  request  for  reenforcements, 
President  Davis  -wrote  to  General  Marshall  that 
they  "  were  sorely  pressed  on  eveiy  side,"  and 
were  unable  to  send  him  any  troops. 

It  was  a  veiy  severe  winter,  and  Marshall's 
men  were  poorly  clad,  and  many  of  the  soldiei*s 
were  nearly  naked.  One  regiment  had  350  bare- 
footed men  and  not  over  100  blankets  for  700 
men.  General  Albert  Sidney  Johnston,  observ- 
ing their  condition,  sent  them  one  thousand  suits 
of  clothes,  including  hats  and  shoes.  These  sui> 
plies  reached  the  army  at  ^Vhitesburg,  Ky.  An 
incident  connected  with  the  distiibution  of  them 
will  serve  to  illusti-ate  the  poverty  of  the  Quar- 
termaster's Department,  and  the  ready  genius  of 
General  Marshall.  When  the  quaitermaster  dis- 
tributed the  clothing  among  the  soldiers,  it  was 
noticed  that  they  examined  with  suspicion  the 
peculiar  color  and  texture  of  the  cloth.  General 
Marshall  disco veiing  that  it  was  cotton,  and 
fearing  the  result  of  such  a  discovery  by  his 
men,  rose  to  the  occasion  with  a  stming  speech, 
in  whicli  he  eulogized  the  coiu'age,  endurance, 
and  patriotism  of  his  men,  and  commended  the 
Government  for  its  thoughtful  care  of  them,  and 
relieved  their  fears  as  to  the  quality  of  the  goods 
by  assuring  them  that  they  were  "  woven  out  of  the  best  quality  of  Soittherii 
ivool,  with  which,  doi(hfless,  main/  of  the  Koituckiaiis  iccre  not  acquainted.'" 
The  men  took  the  general's  word  for  it  (with  a  grain  of  salt)  and  walked 
off  to  their  quarters  with  their  cottonade  suits.  The  general  often  remarked 
afterward  that  the  deception  nearly  choked  him,  adding,  '*  Init  something  had 
to  be  done." 

The  army  was  not  only  badly  clotlied,  ln;t  in  general  liadly  armed.  Many 
of  the  men  had  only  shot-guns  and  squirrel  rifles.  Requisitions  on  the  War 
Department  were  not  fiUed  for  want  of  supplies ;  and  General  Lee  wrote 
that  oAving  to  the  scarcity  of  arms  he  was  haAing  pikes  made,  which  he 
offered  to  furnish  General  Marshall  for  his  unarmed  troops. 

The  field  of  operations  lay  in  the  Cumberland  Mountains,  along  the  sources 
of  the  Big  Sandy  River, — a  poor,  wild,  thinly  settled  country.  The  roads  ran 
along  the  water-courses  between  the  mountains,  and  were  often  rendered 
impassal)le  by  the  high  waters,  and  during  this  winter  were  ruine<l  by  the 
passage  of  cavalry,  wagons,  and  artillery.  Captain  Jeffress  was  three  days 
moving  his  battery  from  Gladesville  to  Pound  Gap,  only  sixteen  miles.  Gen- 
eral Marshall's  report  states  that  his  wagons  were  sometimes  unable  to  make 


MAP   OF    BIG    SANDY    EIVER    AND 

MIDDLE-CREEK    BATTLE-FIELD 

(JANUARY   10,  1802). 
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over  f oui"  miles  a  day.  An  unusual  amount  of  rain  fell,  di-enching  the  unpro- 
tected soldiers,  most  of  them  raw  recruits,  and  keeping  the  roads  deep  and 
the  waters  high.  This  fii'st  winter  was  the  worst  of  the  war,  and  the  scanty 
rations  and  gi-eat  hardships  made  hundreds  of  the  men  sick.  Besides,  the 
measles  and  mumps  broke  out  in  the  camps,  and  many  died  from  these 
diseases  and  from  exposure.  The  command  at  Prestonburg  was  over  one 
hundred  miles  from  its  base  of  supplies  at  Abingdon,  Va.,  with  the  Cumber- 
land Mountains  between.  The  farms  were  generally  small  and  poor,  lying 
along  the  mountain-sides  or  in  narrow 
valleys.  During  January,  1862,  corn  was 
worth  ten  dollars  per  barrel,  and  had  to 
be  hauled  thu-ty  miles  over  desperate 
roads.  For  weeks  they  subsisted  upon 
mountain  beef  and  parched  corn.  These 
privations  General  Marshall  shared,  giv- 
ing up  his  tent  to  the  sick  and  wounded, 
and  sleeping  beneath  a  wagon. 

On  the  17th  of  December,  1861,  Gen- 
eral Don  Carlos  Buell,  then  in  com- 
mand of  the  Department  of  the  Ohio, 
including  Kentucky,  assigned  Colonel 
(afterward  General  and  President)  James 
A.  Garfield,  of  Ohio,  to  command  his 
Eighteenth  Brigade,  and  sent  him 
against  General  Marshall.  Colonel  Gar- 
field concentrated  his  forces  at  Louisa, 
at  the  forks  of  the  Sandy,  from  which  place  he  began  his  advance  movement 
on  the  2.3d  of  December.  His  army  consisted  of  his  own  regiment,  the  ■42d 
Ohio,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  L.  A.  Sheldon,  the  1st  Squadron  Ohio  Cav- 
alry, Major  William  McLaughlin,  the  14th  Kentucky,  Colonel  L.  T.  Moore, 
the  22d  Kentucky,  Colonel  D.  W.  Lindsey,  2d  Virginia  Cavalry  (6  companies), 
Lieutenant-Colonel  W.  M.  BoUes,  the  40th  Ohio,  Colonel  Jonathan  Cranor, 
and  300  of  the  1st  Kentucky  Cavalry,  Lieutenant-Colonel  J.  W.  Letcher, 
numbering  in  aU  some  three  thousand  men.  Garfield  having  found  the  road 
up  the  river  impassable  for  wagons,  many  were  taken  to  pieces  and  con- 
veyed on  boats ;  others,  that  were  empty,  were  pulled  by  the  men.  His  sup- 
plies were  brought  up  on  steam-boats  and  i^ush-l^oats. 

On  the  6th  of  January,  1862,  Garfield  arrived  within  seven  miles  of  Paints- 
ville,  where  Marshall  had  established  his  camp  and  headquarters.  It  had 
been  Marshall's  intention  to  offer  battle  at  Hagar's  farm,  near  Paintsville, 
biit  he  had  intercepted  a  letter  from  Garfield  to  Cranor,  who,  with  his  regi- 
ment and  some  400  cavahy,  was  advancing  upon  Marshall's  left  and  rear 
from  the  direction  of  Salyersville.  He  then  decided  to  fall  back  to  the  forks 
of  Middle  Creek,  where  he  awaited  the  approach  of  the  Federal  forces.  Gar- 
field and  Cranor  made  a  Junction  near  Paintsville,  and  all  moved  up  to 
Marshall's  front  on  the  10th  of  January. 


BKIGADIEK-GENERAL   JAMES   A.    GAKFIELD. 
FROM  A  WAE-TIJIE   PHOTOGRAPH. 
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Greneral  Marshall  had  seleetfd  a  strong  position  along  a  high  ridge  south 
of  Middle  Creek,  and  covering  the  road  to  Virginia  by  way  of  Beaver  Creek- 
Jetfress's  battery  was  j^laeed  in  a  gorge  of  the  left  fork  of  Midflle  Creek;  the 
5th  Kentucky  and  29th  Virginia  regiments  and  part  of  the  Kentucky  Bat- 
talion of  Mounted  Riflemen  occupied  the  spurs  and  heights  to  the  light  of 
the  artillery;  the  54th  Virginia  occui^ed  a  height  covering  the  battery,  ^^ith  two 
cavalry  companies  in  reserve ;  two  other  cavalry  companies  (dismounted  and 
armed  with  Belgian  rifles)  were  placed  across  Middle  Creek,  on  a  height  com- 
manding the  valley.  Sku-mishing  between  the  two  commands  Ijegan  about 
10  A.  M.,  but  the  action  began  in  earnest 
about  noon  by  a  charge  of  Federal  cav- 
alry, supported  by  infantry.  This  at- 
tack was  rejDulsed,  the  artillery  putting 
the  cavalry  to  flight,  and  it  appeared 
no  more  during  the  engagement. 
The  men  probably  dismounted  and 
fought  on  foot,  as  the  gTound  was  not 
suitable  for  cavalry  operations.  Col- 
onel Garfield  then  endeavored  to  take 
the  ridge  occupied  by  the  5th  Ken- 
tucky and  29th  Vii-giuia,  on  the  right 
wing  of  General  Marshall's  position. 
He  moved  his  infantry  up  the  side 
of  the  mountain,  above  tSpui'lock's 
Branch,  and  made  a  desperate  attempt 
to  dislodge  the  Confederate  forces, 
commanded  by  Colonel  Williams,  but 
was  repulsed.  The  attack  was  renewed 
three  times,  T\'ith  the  same  result.  The  ascent  was  steep,  the  top  of  the 
mountain  was  covered  with  trees  and  rocks  affording  good  protection  to  the 
Confederate  forces.  The  engagement  lasted  until  dark,  both  sides  claiming 
the  victory,  and  both  withdrawing  from  the  field  of  battle. 

General  Marshall  estimated  Colonel  Garfield's  forces  at  5000,  J.  and  states 
his  own  at  uof  over  1500.  In  his  oflicial  report  to  the  War  Department  he 
gives  his  losses  at  11  killed  and  15  wounded. 

General  Marshall  withdrew  his  forces  next  day,  taking  three  days  to  reach 
Martin's  Mill  on  Beaver  Creek, — sixteen  miles  from  the  battle-field.  This  was 
the  nearest  point  at  which  he  could  get  pro%isious  for  his  men,  some  of  whom 
had  fasted  for  thirty  hours  before  the  action. 

Colonel  Garfield  withdi-ew  his  forces,  February  22d,  to  the  Big  Sandy  River, 
where  he  remaineil  until  Mai'ch.     This  was  the  only  engagement  between  the 

3> Garfield's  strength  ou  the  field  did  not  exceed  a  retreat.     My  men  drove  him  down  the  slopes  of 

1700  iiKMi.    He  says  iu  his  report :  "Not  more  than  the  hills,  and  at  ,"  oVlook  he  had  been  driven  from 

000  (if   my  force  were  aetually  engaged."     JIar-  every  point It  was   growing  dark,  and  I 

shall's  estinnitc  of  his  own  (l."iOO)  is  probaVily  eor-  deemed  it  unsafe  to  pursue  him."     Garfield  with- 

reet.  The  Union  loss  was  2  killed  and  2.")  wounded,  drew  to  Paintsville  on  the  1  -Jth  and  1  'M\\.  to  procure 

Garfield's  reports  e.xhiliit  no  doubt  of  his  success  supplies,  having  on   the   11th  occupied   Pr»>ston- 

in  the  engagement.  He  says :  "At  J  .;>0  he  ordered  burg,  which  the  enemy  had  abandoned.' — Editors. 
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two  forces.  The  next  mouth  General  Marshall  sent  the  bulk  of  his  command 
south  of -the  Cumberland  Mountains,  to  go  into  winter  quarters,  because  all 
supphes  were  exhausted  in  the  mountains  of  Kentucky.  General  Marshall's 
forces  would  probably  have  been  compelled  to  retm-n  to  Virginia  in  order  to 
secm-e  sui^plies,  even  if  they  had  not  been  opposed  by  an  enemy.  The 
occupation  of  the  Sandy  Valley  by  a  largely  superior  force  so  crippled 
his  resoui'ces  that  he  could  hardly  have  subsisted  his  troops  among  the 
impoverished  mountains.  Indeed,  Colonel  Garfield  could  not  have  main- 
tained his  position  a  week,  without  the  aid  of  the  river,  by  which  sup- 
phes wei'e  brought  on  steamboats.  On  the  16th  of  March,  186"2,  Garfield 
with  750  men  made  an  attack  on  a  battahon  of  Virginia  militia,  occupying 
Pound  Gap,  and  drove  them  away  and  bui'ued  the  log-huts  built  for  win- 
ter quarters.  Soon  after  this  he  was  ordered  to  report  to  General  Buell, 
who  had  gone  to  the  relief  of  General  Grant  at  Pittsburg  Landing.  This 
he  did  on  the  7th  of  April,  1862,  in  time  to  take  part  in  the  second  day's 
contest. 

General  Marshall  was  born  January  13th,  1812,  in  Frankfort,  Ky.,  and 
came  of  a  most  distinguished  familj^,  which  included  Chief-Justice  John 
Marshall  of  Virginia,  the  historian  Humphrey  Marshall  of  Kentucky,  and  the 
orator  and  lawyer  Thomas  F.  Marshall.  He  was  four  times  elected  to  Congress 
from  the  Louisville  District,  and  was  Minister  to  China  under  President  Fill- 
more. In  his  profession  of  law  Humphrey  Marshall  had  probably  no  superior 
and  few  equals  among  the  jurists  of  Kentucky.  As  an  orator  he  fully  inherited 
the  talent  of  a  family  which  was  famous  in  the  forum.  As  a  soldier  he  enjoyed 
the  confidence  of  General  Lee,  who  wrote  him  frequently  in  reference  to  mili- 
tary operations,  and  earnestly  opposed  his  retirement  from  the  army.  He 
was  a  graduate  of  West  Point,  and  both  he  and  General  Williams  had  won 
distinction  in  the  Mexican  war — Marshall  at  Buena  Vista  and  Williams  at 
Cerro  Gordo. 

General  Marshall  personally  was  not  adapted  to  mountain  warfare,  owing  to 
his  great  size ;  nor  was  he  qualified  to  command  volunteers,  being  the  most 
democratic  of  men.  Moreover,  his  heart  was  tender  as  a  woman's.  For  these 
reasons  he  could  not  enforce  the  rigorous  discipline  of  an  army.  So  well 
known  was  his  leniency,  that  an  officer  of  his  staff  made  a  standing  offer  to 
eat  the  fii'st  man  the  general  should  shoot  for  any  crime.  Speaking  to  Col- 
onel Leigh  about  military  dignity  and  discipline,  Marshall  said  he  "  regarded 
these  things  as  the  decrepitudes  of  the  military  art."  General  Williams,  who 
was  his  ablest  lieutenant,  was  a  man  of  very  different  mold,  proud,  imperi- 
ous, a  born  soldier,  who  l^elieved  \\\  discii^line  to  its  last  extremity. 

With  his  little  command  Marshall  afterward  successfully  defended  the  vital 
interests  of  the  Confederacy  in  south-west  Virginia,  so  long  as  he  remained 
in  the  service.  In  the  summer  of  1863  he  was  transferred  to  the  Mississippi 
Department,  but  resigned  his  commission  because  he  believed  that  he  had 
been  badly  treated  by  President  Davis  in  not  having  received  the  govern- 
mental support  which  he  thought  he  deserved  and  which  the  necessities  of 
his  command  required. 


THE  CAPTURE  OF  FORT  DONELSON. 


BY  LEW   WALLACE.   MAJOE-GEXERAX,   U.   P.  V. 


THE  village  of  Dover  was  —  and 
for  that  matter  yet  is — what  oiu- 
English  cousins  would  call  the  "  shire- 
town  "  of  the  county  of  Stewart,  Tennessee.    In  1860  it 
was  a  village  unknown  to  fame,  meager  in  population, 
architectui"aUy  poor.     There  was  a  coui"t-house  in  the 
place,  and  a  tavern,  remembered  now  as  double-storied, 
unpainted,  and  with  windows  of   eight-by-ten    glass, 

which,  if  the  panes  may  be  likened  to  eyes,  were  both  squint  and  cataractous. 
Looking  through  them  gave  the  street  outside  the  appearance  of  a  sedgy 
slough  of  yellow  backwater.  The  entertainment  furnished  man  and  beast 
was  good  of  the  kind ;  though  at  the  time  mentioned  a  sleepy  traveler,  espe- 
cially if  he  were  of  the  North,  might  have  been  somewhat  vexed  by  the 
explosions  which  spiced  the  good  things  of  a  debating  society  that  nightly 
took  possession  of  the  bar-room,  to  tliscuss  the  relative  fighting  quahties  of 
the  opposing  sections. 

If  there  was  a  little  of  the  romantic  in  Dover  itself,  there  was  still  less  of 
poetic  quality  in  the  comitry  round  about  it.  The  only  beautiful  featui-e  was 
the  Cmnberland  River,  which,  in  placid  cm-rent  from  the  south,  pom-eil  its 
waters,  ordinarily  white  and  jiiu-e  as  those  of  the  springs  that  fed  it,  past  the 
village  on  the  east.  Northward  there  was  a  hill,  then  a  small  stream,  then  a 
bolder  hUl  round  the  foot  of  which  the  river  swept  to  the  west,  as  if  court- 
eously bent  on  helping  Hickman's  Creek  out  of  its  boggy  bottom  and  cheer- 
less ravine.  North  of  the  creek  all  was  woods.  Taking  in  tlie  ravine  of  the 
creek,  a  system  of  hollows,  almost  ^^"ide  and  deep  enovigh  to  be  called  valleys, 
inclosed  the  town  and  two  hiUs,  their  bluffest  ascents  being  on  the  towuward 
side.  Westward  of  the  hollows  there  were  woods  apparently  intermmable. 
From  Fort  Henry,  twelve  miles  north-west,  a  road  entered  the  village,  stop- 
ping first  to  unite  itself  Avith  another  wagon-way,  now  famous  as  tlie  "Wyun's 
Ferry  road,  coming  more  liirectly  from  the  west.     Still  another  road,  leading 
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off  to  Charlotte  and  Nashville,  had  been  cut  across  the  low  ground  near  the 
river  ou  the  south.  These  three  highways  were  the  chief  reliances  of  the 
people  of  Dover  for  communication  with  the  country,  and  as  they  were  more 
than  supplemented  by  the  river  and  its  boatage,  the  three  were  left  the  year 
rotmd  to  the  guardianship  of  the  winds  and  rains. 

However,  when  at  length  the  Confederate  authorities  decided  to  erect  a  mil- 
itary post  at  Dover,  the  town  entered  but  little  into  consideration.  The  real 
inducement  was  the  second  hill  on  the  north  —  more  proj^erly  a  ridge.  As  it 
rose  about  a  hundred  feet  above  the  level  of  the  inlet,  the  reconnoitering  engi- 
neer, seeking  to  control  the  navigation  of  the  river  by  a  fortification,  adopted  it 
at  sight.  And  for  that  pui-pose  the  bold  bluff  was  in  fact  a  happy  gift  of  nature, 
and  we  shall  see  presently  how  it  was  taken  in  hand  and  made  terrible. 

It  is  of  little  moment  now  who  first  enunciated  the  idea  of  attacking  the 
rebellion  byway  of  the  Tennessee  Eiver;  most  likely  the  conception  was 
simultaneous  with  many  minds.  The  trend  of  the  river ;  its  navigability  for 
large  steamers ;  its  offer  of  a  highway  to  the  rear  of  the  Confederate  hosts  in 
Kentucky  and  the  State  of  Tennessee ;  its  silent  suggestion  of  a  secure  pas- 
sage into  the  heart  of  the  belligerent  land,  from  which  the  dii'ection  of  move- 
ment could  be  changed  toward  the  Mississippi,  or,  left,  toward  Richmond ; 
its  many  advantages  as  a  line  of  supply  and  of  general  communication,  must 
have  been  discerned  by  every  military  student  who,  in  the  summer  of  1861, 
gave  himseh'  to  the  most  cui-sory  examination  of  the  map.  It  is  thought 
better  and  more  consistent  with  fact  to  conclude  that  its  advantages  as  a 
strategic  line,  so  actually  obtrusive  of  themselves,  were  observed  about  the 
same  time  by  thoughtful  men  on  both  sides  of  the  contest.  With  every 
problem  of  attack  there  goes  a  counter  problem  of  defense. 

A  peculiarity  of  the  most  democratic  people  in  the  world  is  theii-  hunger  for 
heroes.  The  void  in  that  respect  had  never  been  so  gaping  as  in  1861.  Gen- 
eral Scott  was  then  old  and  passing  away,  and  the  North  caught  eagerly  at 
the  promise  held  out  by  George  B.  McClellan ;  while  the  South,  with  as  much 
precipitation,  pinned  its  faith  and  hopes  on  Albert  Sidney  Johnston.  There 
is  little  doubt  that  up  to  the  sm-render  of  Fort  Donelsou  the  latter  was  con- 
sidered the  foremost  soldier  of  all  who  chose  rebellion  for  their  part.  Wlien 
the  shadow  of  that  first  gi-eat  failui-e  feU  upon  the  veteran.  President  Da\'is 
made  haste  to  reassiu'e  him  of  his  sympathy  and  unbroken  confidence.  In 
the  official  correspondence  which  has  survived  the  Confederacy  there  is 
nothing  so  pathetic,  and  at  the  same  time  so  indicative  of  the  manly  gi"eat- 
ness  of  Albert  Sidney  Johnston,  as  his  letter  in  reply  to  that  of  his  chief,  j 

\  In  this  letter  dated  Decatur,  Ala.,  March  18th,  but  convinced  that  it  was  better  to  endure  tliem  for  the 

1862,  General  Johnston  says  in  part :  present,  and  deter  to  a  more  propitious  time  an  inves- 
tigation of  the  conduct  of  the  generals  ;  for  in  the  mean 

*'  The  blow  [Fort  Donelson]  was  most  disastrous  and  time  their  services  were  required  and   their  influence 

almost  without  remedy.     I  therefore  in  my  first  report  useful.    For  these  reasons  Gencrnls    Floyd  ;ind  Pillow 

remained  silent.    This  silence  you  were  kind  enough  to  were  assigned  to  duty,  for  I  still  felt  cnufideiice  in  their 

attribute  to  my  generosity.    I  will  not  lay  claim  to  the  gallantry,  their  energy,  and  their  divofion  to  the  f'on- 

motive  to  excuse  my  course.    I  observed  silence,  as  it  federacy.  .  .  .  The  test  of  merit,  in  my  profession,  with 

seemed  to  me  the  best  way  to  serve  the  cause  and  the  the  people,  is  success.    It  is  a  hard  rule,  but  I  think  it 

country.    The  facts  were  not  fully  known,  discontent  right.    If  Ijoin  thiseoiTps  to  the  forces  of  Beauregard 

prevailed,  and  criticism  or  condemnation  were  more  (I  confess  a  hazardotis  experiment),  those  who  are  now 

likely  to  augment  than  to  ctu'e  the  evil.     I  refrained,  declaiming  against  me  will  be  without  an  argument." 
well  knowing  that  heavy  censures  would  fall  upon  me,  EDITORS. 
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THE    TOWS    OF    DOVER    FROM    ROISIKSilS'S    HILL. 
FR0.1I    A    PHOTOGRAPH    TAKEN'    IX    1884. 

Tliie  view  was  taken  from  the  site  of  a  liouee  on  McClemaud'.s  right,  which  was  destroyed  for  camp  imrixises  after 

tile  [surrender.    The  honse  is  said  to  have  been  used  hy  McClemand  as  headquarters.     It  was  near  the 

Wynn's  ferry  road,  which  reaches  the  river  i^erhaps  a  quarter  of  a  mile  to  the  right  of  the  pictm«. 

Wlien  General  Johnston  assumed  command  of  the  'Western  Depai'tmeut, 
the  war  had  ceased  to  be  a  new  idea.  Battles  had  lieeu  fought.  Prejiara- 
tious  for  battles  to  come  were  far  advanced.  Already  it  had  been  accepted 
that  the  North  was  to  attack  and  the  South  to  defend.  The  Mij^sissippiEiver 
was  a  central  object;  if  opened  from  Cairo  to  Fort  Jackson  (New  Orleans), 
the  Confederacy  would  be  broken  into  halves,  and  good  strategy  requii-ed 
it  to  lie  liroken.  The  question  was  whether  the  effort  would  be  made  directly 
or  by  turning  its  defended  positions.  Of  the  national  giui-boats  afloat  above 
Cairo,  some  were  formidably  u'on-clad.  Altogether  the  flotilla  was  strong 
enough  to  warrant  the  theory  that  a  direct  descent  would  lie  attempted ;  and 
to  meet  the  movement  the  Confederates  threw  up  jiowerful  batteries,  notably 
at  Columbus,  Island  Number  Ten,  Memphis,  and  Yickslnu'g.  So  fuUy  were 
they  possessed  of  that  theory  that  they  measurably  neglected  the  possibili- 
ties of  invasion  by  way  of  the  Cumbei'land  and  Tennessee  rivers.  Not  until 
General  Johnston  established  his  headquarters  at  Nashville  was  seritnis 
attention  given  to  the  defense  of  those  streams.  A  report  to  liis  chief  of  engi- 
neers of  November  21st,  1861,  establishes  that  at  that  date  a  second  battery 
on  the  Cimiberland  at  Dover  had  been  completed ;  that  a  work  on  the  ridge 
had  been  laid  out,  and  two  guns  mounted;  and  that  the  encampment  was  then 
sm-roimded  by  an  abatis  of  foiled  timber.  Later,  Brigadier-Con  oral  Lloytl 
Tilghman  Avas  sent  to  Fort  Donelson  as  commandant,  and  on  January  'IT^Xh. 
ho  reports  the  batteries  prepared,  the  entire  tiold-works  built  witli  a  trace  of 
2900  foot,  and  rifle-pits  to  guni'd  thi>  a]>proachos  wore  begun.  Tho  same  ofli- 
eer  speaks  further  of  reenforcements  housed  in  four  humlred  log-cabius,  and 
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adds  that  while  this  was  being  done  at  Fort  Donelson,  Forts  Henry  and 
Heiman,  over  on  the  Tennessee,  were  being  thoroughly  strengthened.  Janu- 
ary 30th,  Fort  Donelson  was  formally  inspected  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Gil- 
mer, chief  engineer  of  the  "Western  Department,  and  the  final  touches  were 
ordered  to  be  given  it. 

It  is  to  be  presumed  that  General  Johnston  was  satisfied  with  the  defenses 
thus  provided  for  the  Cumberland  River.  From  observing  General  Buell  at 
Louisville,  and  the  stir  and  movement  of  multiplying  columns  under  General 
U.  S.  Grant  in  the  region  of  Cairo,  he  suddenly  awoke  determined  to  fight 
for  Nashville  at  Donelson.  To  this  conclusion  he  came  as  late  as  the  begin- 
ning of  February;  and  thereupon  the  brightest  of  the  Southern  leaders 
proceeded  to  make  a  capital  mistake.  The  Confederate  estimate  of  the  Union 
force  at  that  time  in  Kentucky  alone  was  119  regiments.  The  force  at  Cairo, 
St.  Louis,  and  the  towns  near  the  mouth  of  the  Cumberland  River  was  judged 
to  be  about  as  great.  It  was  also  known  that  we  had  unlimited  means  of 
transportation  for  troops,  making  concentration  a  work  of  but  few  hours. 
StiU  General  Johnston  persisted  in  fighting  for  Nashville,  and  for  that 
purpose  divided  his  thirty  thousand  men.  Fourteen  thousand  he  kept  in 
observation  of  Buell  at  LouisviUe.  Sixteen  thousand  he  gave  to  defend  Fort 
Donelson.  The  latter  detachment  he  himself  called  "  the  best  part  of  his 
army."  It  is  difficult  to  think  of  a  great  master  of  strategy  making  an  error 
so  perilous. 

Having  taken  the  resolution  to  defend  Nashville  at  Donelson,  he  intrusted 
the  operation  to  three  chiefs  of  brigade  —  John  B.  Floyd,  Gideon  J.  Pillow, 
and  Simon  B.  Buckner.  Of  these,  the  first  was  ranking  officer,  and  he 
was  at  the  time  under  indictment  by  a  grand  jury  at  Washington  for  mal- 
versation as  Secretary  of  War  under  President  Buchanan,  and  for  comijlicity 
in  an  embezzlement  of  pubUc  funds.  As  will  be  seen,  there  came  a  crisis 
when  the  recollection  of  the  eii'cumstance  exerted  an  unhappy  influence  over 
his  judgment.  The  second  officer  had  a  genuine  military  record ;  but  it  is 
said  of  him  that  he  was  of  a  jealous  natm-e,  insubordinate,  and  quarrelsome. 
His  bold  attempt  to  supersede  General  Scott  in  Mexico  was  green  in  the 
memories  of  living  men.  To  give  pertinency  to  the  remark,  there  is  reason 
to  believe  that  a  personal  misunderstanding  between  him  and  General  Buck- 
ner, older  than  the  rebellion,  was  yet  unsettled  when  the  two  met  at  Donelson. 
All  in  all,  therefore,  there  is  little  doubt  that  the  junior  of  the  three  com- 
manders was  the  fittest  for  the  enterprise  intrusted  to  them.  He  was  their 
equal  in  courage;  while  in  devotion  to  the  cause  and  to  his  profession  of 
arms,  in  tactical  knowledge,  iii  military  bearing,  in  the  faculty  of  getting  the 
most  service  out  of  his  inferiors,  and  inspiring  them  with  confidence  in  his 
ability, — as  a  soldier  in  all  the  higher  meanings  of  the  word, — he  was  greatly 
their  superior. 

The  6th  of  February,  1862,  dawned  dai'kly  after  a  thunder-storm.  Pacing 
the  parapets  of  the  work  on  the  hill  above  the  inlet  formed  by  the  junction 
of  Hickman's  Creek  and  the  Cumberland  River,  a  sentinel,  in  the  serviceable 
butternut  jeans  uniform  of  the  Confederate  army  of  the  West,  might  that 
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day  have  surveyed  Fort  Donelsou  almost  ready  for  battle.  lu  faot,  very 
little  was  afterward  doue  to  it.  There  were  the  two  water-batteries  suiik 
in  the  northern  face  of  the  bluff,  about  thu-ty  feet  above  the  river ;  iu  the 
lower  battery  9  32-23ounder  guns  and  1  10-inch  ColumV)iad,  aud  iu  the 
upper  another  Columljiad,  bored  and  rifled  as  a  32-pounder,  aud  2  32- 
pounder  carronades.  These  guns  lay  between  the  eiul)rasiu-es,  iu  snug 
revetment  of  sand  in  coffee-sacks,  flanked  riglit  and  left  %\-ith  stout  ti-averses. 
The  satisfaction  of  the  sentry  could  have  been  nowise  tlimiuished  at  seeing 
the  backwater  lying  deep  in  the  creek ;  a  more  perfect  ditch  against  assaidt 
could  not  have  been  constructed.  The  fort  itself  was  of  good  in-otile,  aud 
admirablj^  adapted  to  the  lidge  it  crowned.  Around  it,  on  the  laudwai'd  side, 
ran  the  rifle-pits,  a  continuous  but  irregular  line  of  logs,  covei'ed  with  yellow 
clay.  From  Hickman's  Creek  they  extended  far  around  to  the  little  run  just 
outside  the  town  on  the  south.    If  the  sentry  tliought  the  pits  looked  shallow, 
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ke  was  solaced  to  see  that  they  followed  th«  coping  of  the  ascents,  seventy  or 
eighty  feet  in  height,  up  which  a  foe  mnst  charge,  and  that,  where  they  were 
weakest,  they  were  strengthened  by  trees  felled  outwardly  in  front  of  them, 
so  that  the  interlacing  limbs  and  branches  seemed  impassable  by  men  under 
fire.  At  points  inside  the  outworks,  on  the  inner  slopes  of  the  hills,  defended 
thus  from  view  of  an  enemy  as  well  as  from  his  shot,  lay  the  huts  and  log- 
houses  of  the  garrison.  Here  and  there  groups  of  later  comers,  shivering  in 
their  wet  blankets,  were  \Tisible  in  a  bivouac  so  cheerless  that  not  even  morn- 
ing fires  could  relieve  it.  A  little  music  would  have  helped  their  sinking 
spii'its,  but  there  was  none.  Even  the  picturesque  effect  of  gay  uniforms  was 
wanting.  In  fine,  the  Confederate  sentinel  on  the  ramparts  that  morning, 
taking  in  the  whole  scene,  knew  the  jolly,  rollicking  picnic  days  of  the  war 
were  over. 

To  make  clearer  why  the  6th  of  February  is  selected  to  present  the  fii'st 
view  of  the  fort,  about  noon  that  day  the  whole  garrison  was  drawn  from 
their  quarters  by  the  sound  of  heavy  g"uns,  faintly  heard  from  the  du-ection 
of  Fort  Henry,  a  token  by  which  every  man  of  them  knew  that  a  battle  was 
on.  The  occui'rence  was  in  fact  expected,  for  two  days  before  a  horseman 
had  ridden  to  General  Tilghman  with  word  that  at  4 :  30  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing rocket  signals  had  been  exchanged  with  the  picket  at  Bailey's  Landing, 
announcing  the  approach  of  gun-boats.  A  second  coui'ier  came,  and  then  a 
third;  the  latter,  in  great  haste,  requesting  the  general's  presence  at  Fort 
Henry.  There  was  quick  mounting  at  headquarters,  and,  before  the  cam^j 
could  be  taken  into  confidence,  the  general  and  his  guard  were  out  of  sight. 
Occasional  guns  were  heard  the  day  following.  Donelson  gave  itself  up  to 
excitement  and  conjectiu'e.  At  noon  of  the  6th,  as  stated,  there  was  continuous 
and  heavy  cannonading  at  Fort  Henry,  and  greater  excitement  at  Fort  Donel- 
son. The  polemicists  in  Dover  became  uneasy  and  prepared  to  get  away.  In  the 
evening  fugitives  arrived  in  gi'oups,  and  told  how  the  gun-boats  ran  straight 
upon  the  fort  and  took  it.  The  polemicists  hastened  their  departure  from 
town.  At  exactly  midnight  the  gallant  Colonel  Heimau  marched  into  Fort 
Donelson  with  two  brigades  of  infantry  rescued  from  the  ruins  of  Forts 
Henry  and  Heiman.  The  officers  and  men  by  whom  they  were  received  then 
knew  that  theii"  tiu'n  was  at  hand  ;  and  at  daybreak,  with  one  mind  and  firm 
of  pm'pose,  they  set  about  the  final  preparation. 

Brigadier-General  Pillow  reached  Fort  Donelson  on  the  9th;  Brigadier- 
General  Buckner  came  in  the  night  of  the  11th ;  and  Brigadier-General  Floyd 
on  the  13th.     The  latter,  by  virtue  of  his  rank,  took  command. 

The  morning  of  the  13th  —  calm,  spring-like,  the  very  opposite  of  that  of 
the  6th  —  found  in  Fort  Donelson  a  garrison  of  28  regiments  of  infantry :  13 
from  Tennessee,  2  from  Kentucky,  6  from  Mississippi,  1  from  Texas,  2  from 
Alabama,  4  from  Virginia.  There  were  also  present  2  independent  battalions, 
1  regiment  of  cavalry,  and  artillerymen  for  6  Kght  batteries,  and  17  heavy 
guns,  making  a  total  of  quite  18,000  effectives.     [See  page  430.] 

General  Buckner's  division  —  6  regiments  and  2  batteries  —  constituted 
the  right  wing,  and  was  posted  to  cover  the  land  approaches  to  the  water-bat- 
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teries.  A  left  wing  was  or- 
ganized into  six  bi-igades, 
commanded  respeftivelv 
by  Colonels  Heimau,  Da- 
vidson, Drake,  Whai-ton, 
McCausland,  and  Baldwin, 
and  posted  from  light  to 
left  in  the  order  named. 
Four  batteries  were  dis- 
tributed amongst  the  left 
wing.  General  BuslrrodR. 
Johnson,  an  able  officer, 
served  the  general  com- 
manfling  as  chief-of-staff. 
Dover  was  converted  into  a 
depot  of  supplies  and  ord- 
nance stores.  These  dispo- 
sitions made,  Fort  Douel- 
son  was  ready  for  battle. 

It  may  be  doubted  if 
General  Grant  called  a 
council  of  war.  The  near- 
est approach  to  it  was  a 
convocation  held  on  the 
Sam,  a  steamboat  that  was  afterward  traus- 
The  moruine:  of  the 


New    U)l(h 

formed  into  the  gun-boat  Blackhairk. 

lltli  of  Feliruary,  a  staff-officer  visited  each  commandant 

of  division  and  brigade  with  the  simple  A-erbal  message : 

"  General  Grant  sends  his  compliments,  and  requests  to  see 

you  this  afternoon  on  his  boat."    Minutes  of  the  proceeiiings 

were  not  kept;  there  was  no  adjom-nment;  each  person  retired  when  he 

got  ready,  knowing  that  the  march  would  take  place   next  day,  jiroliably 

in  the  forenoon. 

There  were  in  attendance  on  the  occasion  some  officers  of  great  suVisequeut 
notability.  Of  these  Ulysses  S.  Grant  was  first.  The  world  knows  him  now; 
then  his  fame  was  all  before  him.  A  singularity  of  the  volunteer  service  in 
that  day  was  that  nol)ody  took  account  of  even  a  first-rate  record  of  the  Mex- 
ican War.  The  battle  of  Belmont,  though  indecisive,  was  a  much  better  ref- 
erence. A  story  was  al)road  that  Grant  had  been  the  last  man  to  take  boat 
at  the  end  of  that  affair,  and  the  addendum  that  he  had  lingered  in  face  of 
the  enemy  until  he  was  hauled  aboai'd  with  the  last  gang-plank,  did  him  great 
good.  From  the  first  his  silence  was  remarkable.  He  knew  how  to  keep  his 
temi)cr.  In  battle,  as  in  cani]>,  he  went  about  ciuietly,  speaking  in  a  couver- 
sational  tone;  yet  he  appeared  to  see  everything  that  went  on,  and  was  al- 
ways intent  on  business.  He  had  a  faithful  assistant  adjutant-general,  and 
ai)prei'iated  him ;  he  preferred,  however,  his  own  eyes,  word,  and  hand.    His 
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aides  were  little  more  than  messengers.  In  di'ess  he  was  plain,  even  negligent ; 
in  partial  amentlment  of  that  his  horse  was  always  a  good  one  and  well  kept. 
At  the  council  —  calling  it  snch  by  grace  —  he  smoked,  but  never  said  a  word. 
In  aU  probability  he  was  framing  the  orders  of  march  which  were  issued  that 
night. 

Charles  F.  Smith,  of  the  regular  army,  was  also  present.  He  was  a  person 
of  superb  physique,  very  tall,  perfectly  proportioned,  straight,  square-shoul- 
dered,   ruddy-faced,   with 

eyes  of  perfect  blue,  and  

long  snow-white  mus- 
taches. He  seemed  to  know 
the  army  regulations  by 
heart,  and  caught  a  tac- 
tical mistake,  whether  of 
command  or  execution,  by 
a  kind  of  mental  coiq) 
d^oeil.  He  was  naturally 
kind,  genial,  communica- 
tive, and  never  failed  to 
answer  when  information 
was  sought  of  him ;  at  the 
same  time  he  believed  in 
"hours  of  service"  regu- 
larly published  by  the 
adjutants  as  a  rabbi  be- 
lieves in  the  Ten  Tables, 
and  to  call  a  court-martial 
on  a  "  bummer  "  was  in  his 
eyes  a  sinful  waste  of  sta- 
tionery. On  the  occasion 
of  a  review  General  Smith  had  the  bearing  of  a  marshal  of  France.  He 
could  ride  along  a  line  of  volunteers  in  the  regulation  uniform  of  a  bi'iga- 
dier-general,  plume,  chapeau,  epaulets  and  all,  without  exciting  laughter  — 
something  nobody  else  coiild  do  in  the  beginning  of  the  war.  He  was  at  first 
accused  of  disloyalty,  and  when  told  of  it,  his  eyes  flashed  wickedly ;  then  he 
laughed,  and  said,  "  Oh,  never  mind !  They'll  take  it  back  after  our  first 
battle."  And  they  did.  At  the  time  of  the  meeting  on  the  Neiv  Uncle  Sam 
he  was  a  brigadier-general,  and  commanded  the  division  which  in  the  land 
operations  against  Fort  Henry  had  marched  up  the  left  bank  of  the  river 
against  Fort  Heiman. 

Another  officer  worthy  of  mention  was  John  A.  MeClernand,  also  a  briga- 
dier. By  profession  a  lawyer,  he  was  in  his  first  of  military  service.  Brave, 
industrious,  methodical,  and  of  unquestioned  cleverness,  he  was  rapidly 
acquiring  the  art  of  war. 

There  was  still  another  in  attendance  on  the  New  Uncle  Sam  not  to  be 
passed  —  a  young  man  who  had  followed  General  Grant  from  Illinois,  and 
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was  seeing  his  first  of  militaiy  service.  No  soldier  ia  the  least  famiUar  with 
headquarters  on  the  Tennessee  can  ever  forget  the  slender  figure,  large  black 
eyes,  hectic  cheeks,  and  sincere,  earnest  manner  of  John  A.  EawUns,  then 
assistant  adjutant-general,  afterward  major-general  and  secretary  of  war. 
He  had  two  special  devotions — to  the  cause  aud  to  his  chief.  He  lived  to  see 
the  first  triumj^haut  and  the  latter  first  in  peace  as  well  as  in  war.  Probably 
no  officer  of  the  Union  was  mourned  by  so  many  armies. 

Fort  Henry,  it  will  be  remembered,  was  taken  by  Flag-Oflfieer  Foote  on 
the  6th  of  Fel:)raary.  The  time  up  to  the  12th  was  given  to  reeonnoitering 
the  country  in  the  dii'ectiou  of  Fort  Donelson.  Two  roads  were  discovered : 
one  of  twelve  miles  direct,  the  other  almost  parallel  with  the  fii'st,  but,  on 
accoimt  of  a  slight  divergence,  two  mil(-s  longer. 

By  8  o'clock  in  the  morning,  the  Fii'st  Di^^sion,  Greneral  MeClernand  com- 
manding, and  the  Second,  under  General  Smith  [see  page  429],  were  in  full 
march.  The  infantry  of  this  command  consisted  of  twenty-five  regiments  in 
all,  or  three  less  than  those  of  the  Confederates.  Against  their  six  field-bat- 
teries General  Grant  had  seveu.  In  cavalry  alone  he  was  materially  stronger. 
The  rule  in  attacking  fortifications  is  five  to  one ;  to  save  the  Union  com- 
mander from  a  charge  of  rashness,  however,  he  had  also  at  control  a  fighting 
quality  ordinarily  at  home  on  the  sea  rather  than  the  land.  After  receiving 
the  surrender  of  Fort  Henry,  Flag-Officer  Foote  had  hastened  to  Cairo  to 
make  preparation  for  the  reduction  of  Fort  Donelson.  With  six  of  his  boats, 
he  passed  into  the  Cumberland  Siver ;  and  on  the  12th,  while  the  two  di^^.s- 
ions  of  the  army  were  marching  across  to  Donelson,  he  was  hi;rr\ing,  as 
fast  as  steam  could  ch'ive  him  and  his  following,  to  a  second  trial  of  iron 
batteries  afloat  against  earth  batteries  ashore.  The  ('(trondclef,  Commander 
Walke,  having  preceded  him,  had  been  in  position  below  the  fort  since  the 
12th.  By  sundown  of  the  12th,  McClernand  and  Smith  reached  the  point 
designated  for  them  in  orders. 

On  the  morning  of  the  13th  of  February  Geuei'al  Grant,  with  about  twenty 
thousand  men,  was  before  Fort  Donelson.  5>  We  have  had  a  A"iew  of  the  anny 
in  the  works  ready  for  l)attle ;  a  like  view  of  that  oiitside  and  about  to  go  into 
position  of  attack  and  assault  is  not  so  easily  to  be  given.  At  dawn  the  latter 
host  rose  up  from  the  bare  ground,  and,  snatching  liread  aud  coftVe  as  best 
they  could,  fell  into  lines  that  stretched  away  over  hills,  down  hollows,  and 
through  thickt>ts,  making  it  impossible  for  even  colonels  to  see  their  regi- 
ments from  flank  to  flank. 

Pausing  to  give  a  thought  to  the  situation,  it  is  proper  to  remind  the 
reader  that  he  is  about  to  witness  an  event  of  more  than  mere  historical 
interest ;  he  is  about  to  see  the  men  of  the  North  and  North-west  and  of  the 
South  and  South-west  enter  for  the  first  time  into  a  strife  of  arms ;  on  one 
side,  the  best  blood  of  Tennessee,  Kentucky,  Alabama.  Mississippi,  and  Texas, 
aided  materially  by  fighting  re]iresentatives  from  Virginia:  on  the  other,  the 
best  blood  of  Illinois,  (^hio,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Missouri,  and  Nebraska. 

J  General  Grant  estimates  his  available  foi-ces  at  this  time  at  aViovit  15,000.  and  on  the  last  dar  at 
27,000,  5000  or  0000  of  whom  wei-o  guai-diug  transportation  trains  in  the  rear.— Editors. 
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We  have  now  before  us  a  spectacle  seldom  witnessed  in  the  annals  of 
scientific  war — an  army  behind  field-works  erected  in  a  chosen  position  wait- 
ing quietly  while  another  army  very  little  superior  in  numbers  proceeds  at 
leisure  to  place  it  in  a  state  of  siege.  Such  was  the  operation  General  Grant 
had  before  him  at  daj'break  of  the  13th  of  February.  Let  us  see  how  it  was 
accomphshed  and  how  it  was  resisted. 

In  a  clearing  about  two  miles  from  Dover  there  was  a  log-house,  at  the 
time  occupied  by  a  Mrs.  Crisp.  As  the  road  to  Dover  ran  close  by,  it  was 
made  the  headquarters  of  the  commanding  general.  All  through  the  night 
of  the  12th,  the  coming  and  going  was  incessant.  Smith  was  ordered  to  find 
a  position  in  front  of  the  enemy's  right  wing,  which  would  jplace  him  face 
to  face  with  Buekner.  McClernand's  order  was  to  establish  himself  on  the 
enemy's  left,  where  he  would  be  opposed  to  Pillow. 

A  little  before  dawn  Birge's  sharp-shooters  were  astir.  Theirs  was  a 
peculiar  service.  Each  was  a  preferred  marksman,  and  carried  a  long-range 
Henry  rifle,  with  sights  delicately  arranged  as  for  target  practice.  In  action 
each  was  perfectly  independent.  They  never  manoeuvred  as  a  corps.  When 
the  time  came  they  were  asked,  "Canteens  fullf"  "Biscuits  for  all  day?" 
Then  thek  only  ordei-,  "All  right;  hunt  your  holes,  boys."  Thereupon  they 
dispersed,  and,  like  Indians,  sought  cover  to  please  themselves  behind  rocks 
and  stumps,  or  in  hollows.  Sometimes  they  dug  holes;  sometimes  they 
climbed  into  trees.  Once  in  a  good  location,  they  remained  there  the  day. 
At  night  they  would  crawl  out  and  report  in  camp.  This  morning,  as  I  have 
said,  the  sharp-shooters  dispersed  early  to  find  places  within  easy  range  of 
the  breastworks. 

The  movement  by  Smith  and  McClernand  was  begam  about  the  same  time. 
A  thick  wood  fairly  screened  the  former.  The  latter  had  to  cross  an  open 
valley  under  fire  of  two  batteries,  one  on  Buckner's  left,  the  other  on  a  high 
point  jutting  from  the  line  of  outworks  held  by  Colonel  Heiman  of  Pillow's 
command.  Graves  commanded  the  first,  Maney  the  second;  both  were  of 
Tennessee.  As  always  in  situations  where  the  advancing  party  is  ignorant 
of  the  ground  and  of  the  designs  of  the  enemy,  resort  was  had  to  skirmishers, 
who  are  to  the  main  body  what  antennae  are  to  insects.  Theirs  it  is  to  unmask 
the  foe.  Unlike  sharp-shooters,  they  act  in  bodies.  Behind  the  skirmishers, 
the  batteries  started  out  to  find  positions,  and  through  the  brush  and  woods, 
down  the  hollows,  up  the  hills  the  guns  and  caissons  were  hauled.  Nowadays 
it  must  be  a  very  steep  blutf  in  face  of  which  the  good  artillerist  will  stop  or 
turn  back.  At  Donelson,  however,  the  proceeding  was  generally  slow  and 
toilsome.  The  officer  had  to  find  a  vantage-ground  first ;  then  with  axes  a 
road  to  it  was  hewn  out ;  after  which,  in  many  instances,  the  men,  with  the 
prolongs  over  their  shoulders,  helped  the  hoi"ses  along.  In  the  gray  of  the 
dawn  the  sharp-shooters  were  deep  in  their  deadly  game;  as  the  sun  came 
up,  one  battery  after  another  opened  fire,  and  was  instantly  and  gallantly 
answered;  and  all  the  time  behind  the  hidden  sharp-shooters,  and  behind 
the  skirmishers,  who  occasionally  stopped  to  take  a  hand  in  the  fray,  the 
regiments  marched,  route-step,  colors  flying,  after  their  colonels. 
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About  11  o'clock  Com- 
mander Walke,  of  the 
Caroiiflelet,  engaged  the 
water-batteries.  The  air 
was  then  full  of  the 
stunning  music  of  bat- 
tle, though  as  yet  not 
a  volley  of  musketry 
had  been  heard.  Smith, 
nearest  the  enemy  at 
starting,  was  first  in 
place;  and  there,  leav- 
ing the  fight  to  his 
shaip-shooters  and  skir- 
mishers and  to  his  bat- 
teries, he  reported  to 
the  chief  in  the  log- 
house,  and,  like  an  old 
soldier,  calmly  waited 
orders.  McClernautl,  fol- 
lowing a  good  road, 
pushed  on  rapidly  to 
the  high  gi-ounds  on  the 
right.  The  appearance 
of  his  column  in  the 
valley  covered  by  the 
two  Confederate  batter- 
ies provoked  a  fmious 
shelling  from  them.  On 
the  doulile- quick  his 
men  j^assed  through  it ;  and  when,  in  the  wood  beyond,  they  resumed  the 
route-steii  and  saw  that  nobody  was  hurt,  they  fell  to  laughing  at  them- 
selves.    The  real  Ijaptism  of  fire  was  yet  in  store  for  them. 

When  McClernand  arrived  at  his  apjiointed  place  and  extended  his  lirigades, 
it  was  discovered  that  the  Confederate  outworks  offered  a  front  too  gi-eat  for 
him  to  envelop.  To  attempt  to  rest  his  right  opposite  their  extreme  left  would 
necessitate  a  dangerous  attenuation  of  his  line  and  leave  him  without  reserves. 
Over  on  their  left,  moreover,  i-an  the  road  already  mentioned  as  passing  from 
Dover  on  the  south  to  Charlotte  and  Xashville,  which  it  was  of  the  highest 
importance  to  close  hermetically  so  that  there  would  be  no  communication 
left  General  Floyd  except  In*  the  river.  If  the  road  to  Charlotte  were  left  to 
the  enemy,  they  might  march  out  at  their  pleasure. 

The  insufficiency  of  his  force  was  thus  made  apparent  to  Oeneral  Grant, 
and  whether  a  discovery  of  the  moment  or  not,  he  set  about  its  correction. 
He  knew  a  reenf orcement  was  coming  up  the  ri  ver  under  convoy  of  Foote ; 
besides  which  a  brigade,  composed  of  the  8th  Missoiu'i  and  the  11th  Indiana 
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infantry  and  Battery  A,  Illinois,  had  been  left  behind  at  Forts  Henry  and 
Heiman  under  myself.  A  courier  was  dispatched  to  me  with  an  order  to 
bring  my  command  to  Donelson.  I  ferried  my  troops  across  the  Tennessee 
in  the  night,  and  reported  with  them  at  headquarters  before  noon  the  next 
day.  The  brigade  was  transferred  to  General  Smith;  at  the  same  time  an 
order  was  put  into  my  hand  assigning  me  to  command  the  Third  Division, 
which  was  conducted  to  a  position  between  Smith  and  MeCleruand,  enabling 
the  latter  to  extend  his  line  well  to  the  left  and  cover  the  road  to  Charlotte. 

Thus  on  the  14th  of  February  the  Confederates  were  completely  invested, 
except  that  the  river  above  Dover  remained  to  them.  The  supineness  of 
General  Floyd  all  this  while  is  to  this  day  incomijrehensible.  A  vigorous 
attack  on  the  morning  of  the  13th  might  have  thrown  Grant  back  upon  Fort 
Henry.  Such  an  achievement  would  have  more  than  offset  Foote's  conquest. 
The  morale  to 
be  gained  would 
have  alone  justi- 
fied the  attempt. 
But  with  McCler- 
nand's  strong  di- 
vision on  the 
right,  my  own  in 
the  center,  and  C. 
F.  Smith's  on  the 
left,  the  opportu- 
nity was  gone.  On 
the  side  of  Gen- 
eral Grant,  the 
possession  of  the 
river  was  all  that 
was  wanting ; 
with  that  Grant 
could  force  the 
fighting,  or  wait 
the  certain  ajj- 
proaeh  of  the 
grimmest  enemy 
of  the  besieged 
—  starvation. 

It  is  now  —  morning  of  the  14th  —  easy  to  see  and  understand  with  some- 
thing more  than  approximate  exactness  the  oppositions  of  the  two  forces. 
Smith  is  on  the  left  of  the  Union  army  opposite  Buekner.  My  division,  in 
the  center,  confronts  Colonels  Heiman,  Drake,  and  Davidson,  each  with  a 
brigade.  McClernand,  now  well  over  on  the  right,  keeps  the  road  to  Char- 
lotte and  Nashville  against  the  major  part  of  Pillow's  left  wing.  The  infantry 
on  both  sides  are  in  cover  behind  the  crests  of  the  hills  or  in  thick  woods, 
listening  to  the  ragged  fusillade  which  the  sharp-shooters  and  skirmishers 
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maintain  against  each  other  al- 
most without  intermission.  There 
is  little  jjause  in  the  exchange  of 
shells  and  round  shot.  The  care- 
ful chiefs  have  required  their  men 
to  he  down..  In  brief,  it  looks  as 
if  each  party  were  inviting  the 
other  to  begin. 

These  cu'cumstances,  the  sharp- 
shooting  and  cannonading,  ugly 
as  they  may  seem  to  one  who 
thinks  of  them  under  comfort- 
alile  siUToimdings,  did  in  fact 
serve  a  good  piu'pose  the  day  in 
question  in  heli>ing  the  men  to 
forget  theu"  sufferings  of  the 
night  before.  It  must  be  remem- 
bered that  the  weather  had. 
changed  duiing  the  preceding 
afternoon :  fi"om  suggestions  of 
spring  it  tm-ned  to  intensified 
winter.  From  lending  a  gentle  hand  in  liringing  Foote  and  his  iron-clads 
up  the  river,  the  wind  whisked  suddenly  around  to  the  north  and  struck 
both  armies  with  a  storm  of  mixed  rain,  snow,  and  sleet.  All  night  the 
tempest  blew  mercilessly  iipon  the  unsheltered,  tireless  soldier,  making 
sleep  impossible.  Inside  the  works,  nobody  had  overcoats;  while  thou- 
sands of  those  outside  had  marched  from  Fort  Henry  as  to  a  summer  fete, 
leaving  coats,  blankets,  and  knapsacks  behind  them  in  the  camp.  More 
than  one  stout  fellow  has  since  admitted,  with  a  laugh,  that  nothing  was  so 
helpful  to  him  that  horri'ole  night  as  the  thought  that  the  wind,  which  seemed 
about  to  turn  his  blood  into  icicles,  was  serving  the  enemy  the  same  way ; 
they,  too,  had  to  stand  out  and  take  the  blast.  Let  us  now  go  liack  to  the 
preceding  day,  and  bring  vip  an  incident  of  McC'lernand's  swing  into  position. 
About  the  center  of  the  Confederate  outworks  there  was  a  ^'-shaped  hill, 
marked  sharply  by  a  ravine  on  its  right  and  another  on  its  left.  This  Col- 
onel Heimau  occupied  with  his  brigade  of  five  regiments  —  all  of  Tennessee 
but  one.  The  front  presented  was  about  2500  feet.  In  the  angle  of  the  V,  on 
the  summit  of  the  hill,  Captain  Maney's  battery,  also  of  Tennessee,  had  been 
planted.  AVithout  protection  of  any  kind,  it  nevertheless  completely  swept 
a  large  field  to  the  left,  across  which  an  assaulting  force  would  have  to  come 
in  order  to  get  at  Heiiuan  or  at  Drake,  next  on  the  south. 

Mauey,  on  the  point  of  the  hill,  had  been  active  throughout  the  ]nvceding 
afternoon,  and  had  succeeded  in  drawing  the  fire  of  some  of  [McClernaud's 
guns.  The  duel  lasted  until  night.  Next  morning  it  was  renewed  with 
increased  sharpness,  ]\Ianey  lieing  assisted  on  his  right  by  Graves's  battery 
of  Buckner's  division,  and  by  some  pieces  of  Drake's  on  his  left. 
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McClernand's  advance  was  neeessaTily  slow  and  trying.  This  was  not 
merely  a  logical  result  of  unacquaintance  with  the  country  and  the  disposi- 
tions of  the  enemy ;  he  was  also  under  an  order  from  General  G-rant  to  avoid 
everything  calculated  to  bring  on  a  general  engagement.  In  Maney's  well- 
served  gims  he  undoubtedly  found  serioiis  annoyance,  if  not  a  positive 
obstruction.  Concentrating  guns  of  his  own  upon  the  industrious  Confeder- 
ate, he  at  length  fancied  him  silenced  and  the  enemy's  infantry  on  the  right 
thrown  into  confusion  —  circumstances  from  which  he  hastily  deduced  a 
favorable  chance  to  deliver  an  assault.  For  that  purpose  he  reenforced  his 
Third  Brigade,  which  was  nearest  the  offending  battery,  and  gave  the  neces- 
sary orders. 

Up  to  this  time,  it  will  be  observed,  there  had  not  been  any  fighting  involv- 
ing infantry  in  line.  This  was  now  to  be  changed.  Old  soldiers,  rich  with 
experience,  would  have  regarded  the 
work  proposed  with  gi-avity ;  they 
would  have  shrewdly  east  up  an  ac- 
count of  the  chances  of  success,  not 
to  speak  of  the  chances  of  coming  out 
alive ;  they  would  have  measm-ed  the 
distance  to  be  passed,  every  foot  of 
it,  under  the  guns  of  three  batteries, 
Maney's  in  the  center,  Graves's  on  their 
left,  and  Drake's  on  their  right  —  a 
direct  line  of  fire  doubly  crossed.  Nor 
would  they  have  omitted  the  recep- 
tion awaiting  them  from  the  rifle-ioits. 
They  were  to  descend  a  hill  entangled 
for  two  hundred  yards  with  under- 
brush, climb  an  opposite  ascent  partly 
shorn  of  timber;  make  way  through  an  abatis  of  tree-tops;  then,  sup- 
posing all  that  successfully  accomplished,  they  would  be  at  last  in  face  of 
an  enemy  whom  it  was  possible  to  reenforce  with  all  the  reserves  of  the 
garrison  —  with  the  whole  garrison,  if  need  be.  A  veteran  would  have 
surveyed  the  three  regiments  selected  for  the  honorable  duty  with  many 
misgivings.  Not  so  the  men  themselves.  They  were  not  old  soldiers. 
Eecruited  but  recently  from  farms  and  shops,  they  accepted  the  assign- 
ment heartily  and  with  youthful  confidence  in  their  prowess.  It  may  be 
doubted  if  a  man  in  the  ranks  gave  a  thought  to  the  questions,  whether 
the  attack  was  to  be  supported  while  making,  or  followed  up  if  successful, 
or  whether  it  was  part  of  a  general  advance.  Probably  the  most  they  knew 
was  that  the  immediate  objective  before  them  was  the  capture  of  the  bat- 
tery on  the  hill. 

The  line  when  formed  stood  thus  from  the  right :  the  49th  lUinois,  then  the 
17th,  and  then  the  48th,  Colonel  Haynie.  At  the  last  moment,  a  question  of 
seniority  arose  between  Colonels  Morrison  and  Haynie.  The  latter  was  of 
opinion  that  he  was  the  ranking  officer.     Morrison  replied  that  he  would 
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couduct  the  brigade  to  the  poiut  from  which  the  attack  was  to  be  made,  after 
which  Haynie  might  take  the  command,  if  he  so  desired. 

Down  the  hill  the  three  regiments  went,  crashing  and  tearing  through  the 
midergrowth.  Heiman,  on  the  lookout,  saw  them  advancing.  Before  they 
cleared  the  woods,  Maney  opened  with  shells.  At  the  foot  of  the  descent,  in 
the  valley.  Graves  joined  his  fii-e  to  Maney's.  There  Morrison  reported  to 
Haynie,  who  neither  accepted  nor  refused  the  command.  Pointing  to  the 
hill,  he  merely  said,  "  Let  us  take  it  together."  Morrison  turned  away,  and 
rejoined  his  own  regiment.  Here  was  confusion  in  the  beginning,  or  woi-se, 
an  assault  begun  without  a  head.  Nevertheless,  the  whole  line  went  forward. 
On  a  part  of  the  hillside  the  trees  were  yet  standing.  The  open  space  fell  to 
Morrison  and  his  49th,  and  pajdng  the  penalty  of  the  exposui-e,  he  outstripped 
his  associates.  The  men  fell  rapidly ;  yet  the  li%'ing  iiished  on  and  up,  firing 
as  they  went.  The  battery  was  the  common  target.  Maney's  gunners,  in 
relief  against  the  sky,  were  shot  down  in  quick  succession.  His  first  lieuten- 
ant (Burns)  was  one  of  the  fii'st  to  suffer.  His  second  lieutenant  (Massie)  was 
mortally  wounded.  Maney  himself  was  hit;  still  he  staid,  and  his  guns 
continued  their  punishment ;  and  still  the  farmer  lads  and  shop  boys  of  Illi- 
nois clung  to  their  purjDose.  With  marvelous  audacity  they  pushed  through 
the  abatis  and  reached  a  point  within  forty  yards  of  the  rifle-pits.  It  actu- 
ally looked  as  if  the  prize  were  theirs.  The  yeU  of  victory  was  rising  in  their 
throats.  Suddenly  the  long  line  of  yellow  breastworks  before  them,  covering 
Heiman's  five  regiments,  crackled  and  turned  into  flame.  The  forlorn-hope 
stopped  —  staggered  —  liraced  up  again  —  shot  blindly  throiigh  the  smoke  at 
the  smoke  of  the  new  enemy,  secure  in  his  shelter.  Thus  for  fifteen  minutes 
the  Illiuoisans  stood  fighting.  The  time  is  given  on  the  testimony  of  the 
opposing  leader  himself.  Morrison  was  knocked  out  of  his  saddle  hx  a  mus- 
ket-ball, and  disabled ;  then  the  men  went  down  the  hill.  At  its  foot  they 
rallied  round  their  flags  and  renewed  the  assault.  Pushed  down  again,  again 
they  rallied,  and  a  third  time  climbed  to  the  enemy.  This  time  the  battery 
set  fire  to  the  dry  leaves  on  the  ground,  and  the  heat  and  smoke  became 
stifling.  It  was  not  possible  for  brave  men  to  endure  more.  Slowly,  sullenly, 
fre(iuently  pausing  to  return  a  shot,  tliey  went  back  for  the  last  time :  and 
in  going  their  ears  and  souls  were  riven  with  the  shrieks  of  their  wounded 
comrades,  wdiom  the  flames  crept  down  upon  and  smothered  and  charred 
where  they  lay. 

Considered  as  a  mere  exhiliition  of  courage,  this  assault,  long  maintained 
against  odds, — twice  repulsed,  twice  renewed, — has  been  seldom  excelled. 
One  hundred  and  forty-nine  men  of  the  17th  and  i^th  were  killed  and 
wounded.     Haynie  reported  1  killed  and  8  wounded. 

There  are  few  things  connected  witli  the  operati(^us  against  Fort  Donelsou 
so  relieved  of  uncertainty  as  this:  that  when  (xeneral  Orant  at  Fort  Henry 
became  fixed  in  the  resolution  to  undertake  the  movement,  his  ]irimary  object 
was  tlie  capture  of  the  force  to  whicli  the  ]iost  was  intrusted.  To  effect  their 
complete  envii'onment,  lie  relied  upon  Flag-Olficov  Foote  and  his  gun-boats, 
whose  astonishing  success  at  Fort  Henry  justified  the  extreme  of  confidence. 


THE  CAPTURE  OF  FORT  DONELSON. 


413 


FRONT  VIEW    OF    MRS.   CRISPS    HOUSE. 
FROM  PHOTOGRAPHS  T.4.KEN  I.N    1884. 


THE    CRISP    FARM— GENERAL    GRANT'S 
HE.ADQUARTERS. 

Foote  arrived  on  the  l-ith,  and 
made  liaste  to  enter  upon  his  work. 
The  Garondelet  (Commander  Walke) 
had  been  in  position  since  the  12th. 
Behind  a  low  output  of  the  shore, 
.for  two  days,  she  maintained  a  fire 
from,  her  rifled  guns,  happily  of 
greater  range  than  the  best  of  those 
of  the  enemy. 

At  9  o'clock  on  the  lith.  Captain 
Culbertson,  looking  from  the  jsara- 
pet  of  the  upper  battery,  beheld  the  river  below  the  first  bend  full  of  transports, 
landing  troops  under  cover  of  a  fresh  arrival  of  gun-boats.  The  disembarka- 
tion concluded,  Foote  was  free.  He  waited  until  noon.  The  captains  in  the 
batteries  mistook  his  dehberation  for  timidity.  The  impinging  of  their  shot 
on  his  iron  armor  was  heard  distinctly  in  the  fort  a  mile  and  a  half  away. 
The  cai^tains  began  to  doubt  if  he  would  come  at  all.  But  at  3  o'clock 
the  boats  took  position  under  fire :  the  Louisville  on  the  right,  the  St.  Louis 
next,  then  the  Pittsburgh,  then  the  Carondelet,  all  ii-on-clad. 

Five  hundred  yards  from  the  batteries,  and  yet  Foote  was  not  content !  In 
the  Crimean  war  the  allied  French  and  English  fleets,  of  much  mightier  ships, 
undertook  to  engage  the  Russian  shore  batteries,  but  little  stronger  than  those 
at  Donelson.  The  French  on  that  occasion  stood  off  1800  yards.  Lord  Lyons 
fought  his  Agamemnon  at  a  distance  of  800  yards.  Foote  forged  ahead  within 
400  yards  of  his  enemy,  and  was  still  going  on.  His  boat  had  been  hit 
between  wind  and  water;  so  with  the  Pittshurgli  and  Carondelet.  About  the 
guns  the  floors  were  slippery  with  blood,  and  both  surgeons  and  carpenters 
were  nevei:  so  busy.  Stfll  the  four  boats  kept  on,  and  there  was  great  cheer- 
ing; for  not  only  did  the  fire  from  the  shore  slacken;  the  lookouts  reported 
the  enemy  running.  It  seemed  that  fortune  would  smile  once  more  upon  the 
fleet,  and  cover  the  honors  of  Fort  Henry  afresh  at  Fort  Donelson.  Unhap- 
pily, when  about  350  yards  ofl:  the  hill  a  solid  shot  plunged  through  the  pilot- 
house of  the  flag-ship,  and  carried  away  the  wheel.     Near  the  same  time  the 


414 


THE  CAPTUR.E  OF  FORT  DONELSON. 


tiller-ropes  of  the  Louisville  were  disabled  Both  vessels  became  tiiimanage- 
able  and  began  floating  down  the  current.  The  eddies  turned  them  roimd  like 
logs.  The Piftshinj/h  and  Carondelet  closed  in  and  covered  them  with  then-  hulls. 

Seeing  this  turn  in  the  fight,  the  captains  of  the  batteries  rallied  their  men, 
who  cheered  in  their  turn,  and  renewed  the  contest  ^\-ith  increased  will  and 
energy.  A  ball  got  lodged  in  their  best  rifle.  A  corporal  and  some  of  his 
men  took  a  log  fitting  the  bore,  leaped  out  on  the  parapet,  and  rammed  the 
missile  home.  "  Now,  boys,"  said  a  gunner  in  Bid  well's  Ijatteiy,  "see  me  take 
a  chimney!"     The  flag  of  the  boat  and  the  chimney  fell  with  the  shot. 

When  the  vessels  were  out  of  range,  the  ^dctors  looked  about  them.  The 
fine  form  of  their  embrasures  was  gone ;  heaps  of  eai'th  had  been  cast  over 
their  platforms.  In  a  space  of  twenty-four  feet  they  had  picked  up  as  many 
shot  and  shells.  The  air  had  Vjeen  full  of  flying  missiles.  For  an  hoiu-  and  a 
half  the  brave  fellows  had  been  rained  upon ;  yet  their  losses  had  been  trifling 
in  numbers.  Each  gunner  had  selected  a  ship  and  followed  her  faithfully 
throughout  the  action,  now  and  then  uniting  fire  on  the  Carondelet.  The  Con- 
federates had  behaved  w\{\\  astonishing  valor.  Theu-  \'ictory  sent  a  thrill  of 
joy  through  the  army.  The  assaidt  on  the  outworks,  the  day  before,  had 
been  a  failure.  With  the  repulse  of  the  gun-ljoats  the  Confederates  scored 
success  number  two,  and  the  communication  by  the  river  remained  open  to 
Nashville.  The  winds  that  blew  sleet  and  snow  over  Donelson  that  night 
were  not  so  unendurable  as  they 


might  have  been. 

The  night  of  the  14th  of  Feliru- 
ary  fell  cold  and  dark,  and  under 
the  pitiless  sky  the  armies  re- 
mained in  position  so  near  to  each 
other  that  neither  dared  light 
fires.  Overpowered  with  watching, 
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fatigue,  and  tlie  lassitude  of  spirits  which  always  follows  a  strain  upon 
the  faculties  of  nien  like  that  which  is  the  concomitant  of  battle,  thousands 
on  both  sides  lay  down  in  the  ditches  and  behind  logs  and  whatever  else 
would  in  the  least  shelter  them  from  the  cutting  wind,  and  tried  to  sleep. 
Very  few  closed  their  eyes.  Even  the  horses,  after  their  manner,  betrayed 
the  suffering  they  were  enduring. 

That  morning  General  Floyd  had  called  a  council  of  his  chiefs  of  brigades 
and  divisions.  He  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  post  was  untenable,  except 
with  fifty  thousand  troops.  He  called  attention  to  the  heavy  reenforcemeuts 
of  the  Federals,  and  suggested  an  immediate  attack  upon  their  i-ight  wing  to 
reopen  land  communication  with  Nashville,  by  way  of  Charlotte.  The  jDro- 
posal  was  agreed  to  unanimously.  Greneral  Buckner  proceeded  to  make  dis- 
positions to  cover  the  retreat,  in  the  event  the  sortie  should  be  successfrd. 
Shortly  after  noon,  when  the  movement  should  have  begun,  the  order  was 
countermanded  at  the  instance  of  Pillow.  Then  came  the  battle  with  the 
gun-boats. 

In  the  night  the  council  was  recalled,  with  general  and  regimental  officers 
in  attendance.  The  situation  was  again  debated,  and  the  same  conclusion 
reached.  According  to  the  plan  resolved  upon.  Pillow  was  to  move  at  dawn 
with  his  whole  division,  and  attack  the  right  of  the  besiegers.  General 
Buckner  was  to  be  relieved  by  troops  in  the  forts,  and  with  his  command  to 
support  Pillow  by  assailing  the  right  of  the  enemy's  center.  If  he  succeeded, 
he  was  to  take  post  outside  the  intrenchments  on  the  Wynn's  Ferry  road  to 
cover  the  retreat.  He  was  then  to  act  as  rear-guard.  Thus  early,  leaders  in 
Donelson  were  aware  of  the  mistake  into  which  they  were  plunged.  Their 
resolution  was  wise  and  heroic.     Let  us  see  how  they  executed  it. 

Preparations  for  the  attack  occupied  the  night.  The  troops  for  the  most 
part  were  taken  out  of  the  rifle-pits  and  massed  over  on  the  left  to  the 
number  of  ten  thousand  or  more.  The  ground  was  covered  with  ice  and 
snow;  yet  the  gi'eatest  silence  was  observed.  It  seems  incomjorehensible 
that  columns  mixed  of  all  arms,  infantry,  cavalry,  and  artillery,  could  have 
engaged  in  simultaneous  movement,  and  not  have  been  heard  by  some  listener 
outside.  One  would  think  the  jolting  and  rumble  of  the  heavy  gun-carriages 
would  have  told  the  story.  But  the  character  of  the  night  must  be  remem- 
bered. The  pickets  of  the  Federals  were  struggling  for  life  against  the  blast, 
and  probably  did  not  keep  good  watch. 

Oglesby's  brigade  held  McClernand's  extreme  right.  Here  and  there  the 
musicians  were  beginning  to  make  the  woods  ring  with  reveille,  and  the 
numbed  soldiers  of  the  line  were  rising  from  their  icy  beds  and  shaking  the 
snow  from  their  frozen  garments.  As  yet,  however,  not  a  company  had 
"faUen  in."  Suddenly  the  pickets  fired,  and  with  the  alarm  on  their  lips 
rushed  back  upon  their  comrades.     The  woods  on  the  instant  became  alive. 

The  regiments  formed,  officers  mounted  and  took  their  places ;  words  of 
command  rose  loud  and  eager.  By  the  time  Pillow's  advance  opened  fire  on 
Oglesby's  right,  the  point  first  struck,  the  latter  was  fairly  formed  to  receive 
it.    A  rapid  exchange  of  volleys  ensued.     The  distance  intervening  between 
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the  works  on  one  side  and  the  bivouac  on  the  other  was  so  short  that  the 
action  began  before  Pillow  could  effect  a  deplopnent.  His  brigades  came 
up  in  a  kind  of  echelon,  left  in  front,  and  X)assed  "  by  regiments  left  into  line," 
one  by  one,  however;  the  regiments  quickly  took  their  places,  and  advanced 
without  halting.  Oglesby's  lUinoisans  were  now  fully  awake.  They  held 
their  ground,  retui'ning  in  full  measure  the  fli'e  that  they  received.  The 
Confederate  Forrest  rode  around  as  if  to  get  in  their  rear,  J  and  it  was  then 
give  and  take,  infantry  against  infantry.  The  semi-echelon  movement  of  the 
Confederates  enabled  them,  after  an  interval,  to  strike  W.  H.  L.  Wallace's 
brigade,  on  Oglesby's  left.  Soon  Wallace  was  engaged  along  his  whole  front, 
now  prolonged  by  the  addition  to  his  command  of  Morrison's  regiments. 
The  fii'st  charge  against  him  was  repulsed ;  whereupon  he  advanced  to  the 
top  of  the  rising  ground  behind  which  he  had  sheltered  his  troops  in  the 
night.  A  fresh  assault  followed,  but,  aided  by  a  battery  across  the  valley  to 
his  left,  he  repulsed  the  enemy  a  second  time.  His  men  were  steadfast,  and 
clung  to  the  brow  of  the  hill  as  if  it  were  theirs  by  holy  right.  An  hour 
passed,  and  yet  another  hour,  without  cessation  of  the  fire.  Meantime  the 
woods  rang  with  a  monstrous  clangor  of  musketry,  as  if  a  million  men  were 
beating  empty  barrels  with  iron  hammers. 

Buckner  flung  a  portion  of  his  di\'ision  on  McClernancl's  left,  and  sup- 
ported the  attack  with  his  artillery.  The  enfilading  fell  chiefly  on  W.  H.  L. 
WaUaee.  McClernand,  watchful  and  full  of  resources,  sent  batteries  to  meet 
Buckner's  batteries.  To  that  duty  Taylor  rushed  with  his  Company  B ;  and 
McAllister  pushed  his  three  24-pounders  into  position  and  exhausted  his 
ammunition  in  the  duel.  The  roar  never  slackened.  Men  feU  by  the  score, 
reddening  the  snow  with  theii'  blood.  The  smoke,  in  pallid  white  clouds, 
clung  to  the  underbrush  and  tree-tops  as  if  to  screen  the  combatants  from 
each  other.  Close  to  the  ground  the  name  of  musketry  and  cannon  tinted 
everything  a  lui'id  red.  Limbs  dropped  from  the  trees  on  the  heads  below, 
and  the  thickets  were  shorn  as  by  an  army  of  eradlers.  The  division  was 
under  peremptory  orders  to  hold  its  position  to  the  last  extremity,  and 
Colonel  Wallace  was  equal  to  the  emergency. 

It  was  now  10  o'clock,  and  over  on  the  right  Oglesby  was  beginning  to  fare 
badly.  The  pressui-e  on  his  front  grew  stronger.  The  "rebel  yeU,"  after- 
ward a  famihar  battle-cry  on  many  fields,  told  of  ground  being  gained  against 
him.  To  add  to  his  doubts,  officers  were  riding  to  him  with  a  sickening  story 
that  theii"  commands  were  getting  out  of  ammunition,  and  asking  where  they 
could  go  for  a  supply.  All  he  could  say  was  to  take  what  was  in  the  boxes 
of  the  dead  and  wounded.  At  last  he  realized  that  the  end  was  come.  His 
right  companies  began  to  give  way,  and  as  they  retreated,  holding  up  their 
empty  cartridge-boxes,  the  enemy  were  emlioldened,  and  swept  more  fiei'cely 
around  his  flank,  until  finally  they  appeared  in  his  rear.  He  then  gave  the 
order  to  retire  the  division. 

\  Colonel  John  MeArthur,  originally  of  General  oomfited,  his  men  beat  the  cavalry  off,  and  after- 
C.  P.  Smith's  division,  but  then  operating  with  wai-d  shared  the  full  slioek  of  the  tempest  with 
McClernand,  was  there,  and  though  at  first  dis-     Oglesby's  troops. —  L.  W. 
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W.  H.  L.  Wallace  from  his  position  looked  off  to  hi.s  right  and  saw  but  one 
regiment  of  Oglesby's  in  pljioe,  maintaining  the  fight,  and  that  was  John  A. 
Logan's  31st  Illinois.  Througli  the  smoki.-  he  could  see  Logan  riding  in  a  gal- 
lop behind  liis  line ;  through  the  roar  in  his  front  and  the  rising  yell  in  his 
rear,  he  could  hear  Logan's  voice  in  fierce  entreaty  to  his  "  boys."  Near  the 
31st  stood  W.  H.  L.  Wallace's  regiment,  the  11th  Illinois,  under  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Eansom.  The  gaps  in  the  ranks  of  the  two  were  closed  up  always 
toward  the  colors.  The  gi-ound  at  theu-  feet  was  sti'ewn  with  their  dead  and 
wounded ;  at  length  the  common  misfortune  overtook  Logan.  To  keep  men 
without  cartridges  under  fu-e  sweeping  them  front  and  flank  would  be  cruel, 
if  not  impossible ;  and  seeing  it,  he  too  gave  the  order  to  retii-e,  and  followed 
his  decimated  companies  to  the  rear.  The  11th  then  became  the  right  of  the 
brigade,  and  had  to  go  in  tui'n.  Nevertheless,  Ransom  changed  front  to  rear 
coolly,  as  if  on  parade,  and  joined  in  the  general  retii'ement.  Fon-est  charged 
them  and  threw  them  into  a  brief  confusion.  The  gi-eater  poition  climg  to 
their  colors,  and  made  good  theii-  retreat.     By  11  o'clock  Pillow  held  the  road 

to  Charlotte  and  the 
whole  of  the  position 
occupied  at  dawn  by 
the  Fii'st  DiA-ision,  and 
with  it  the  dead  and 
all  the  woimded  who 
could  not  get  away. 

Pillow's  part  of  the 
progi-arome,  an-anged 
in  the  council  of  the 
night  before,  was  ac- 
complished. The coun- 
try was  once  more 
open  to  Floyd.  Why 
did  he  not  avail  him- 
self of  the  dearly 
bought  opportunity, 
and  march  his  army 
out  t 

AVithoiit  pausing  to 
consider  whether  the 
Confederate  general 
could  now  have  es- 
caped with  his  troops, 
it  must  bo  evident  that 
he  should  have  made  the  effort.  Pillow  had  discharged  his  duty  well.  With 
the  disappearance  of  W.  H.  L.  Wallace's  brigade,  it  only  remained  for  the 
victor  to  deploy  his  regiments  into  column  and  march  into  the  country. 
The  road  was  his.  Buckner  was  in  position  to  protect  Colonel  Head's  with- 
drawal fi'om  the  trenches  opposite  General  Smitli  on  the  right ;  that  done, 
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MCALLISTER'S    BATTERV    IN    ACTION. 


Captain  Edward  McAllister's  Illinois  battery  did  good 
service  on  tlie  13th.  In  his  report  he  describes  the  man- 
ner of  working  the  battery :  "  I  selected  a  point,  and 
about  noon  opened  on  the  four-guii  battery  [see  map. 
page  402]  through  an  opening  in  which  I  could  see  the 
foe.  Our  tire  was  promptly  returned  with  such  preci- 
sion that  they  cut  our  right  wheel  on  howitzer  number 


three  in  two.  I  had  no  spare  wheel,  and  had  to  take  one 
"off  the  limber  to  con  tinue  the  fight.  I  then  moved  all  my 
howitzers  over  to  the  west  slope  of  the  ridge  and  loaded 
under  cover  of  it,  and  ran  the  pieces  up  by  hand  until  I 
could  get  the  exact  elevation.  The  recoil  would  throw 
the  guns  back  out  of  sight,  and  thus  we  coutiniicd  the 
fight  until  the  enemy's  battery  was  silenced." 


he  was  also  in  position  to  cover  the  retreat.     Bnckner  had  also  faithfully 
performed  his  task. 

On  the  Union  side  the  situation  at  this  critical  time  was  favorable  to  the 
proposed  retirement.  My  division  in  the  center  was  weakened  by  the  dis- 
patch of  one  of  my  brigades  to  the  assistance  of  General  McClernand;  in 
addition  to  which  my  orders  were  to  hold  my  position.  As  a  point  of  still 
greater  importance,  General  Grant  had  gone  on  board  the  St.  Louis  at  the 
request  of  Plag-Officer  Foote,  and  he  was  there  in  consultation  with  that 
ofScer,  presumably  uninformed  of  the  disaster  which  had  befallen  his  right. 
It  would  take  a  certain  time  for  him  to  retm-n  to  the  field  and  dispose  his 
forces  for  pui'suit.  It  may  be  said  with  strong  assurance,  consequently,  that 
Floyd  could  have  put  his  men  fairly  en  route  for  Charlotte  before  the  Federal 
commander  could  have  interposed  an  obstruction  to  the  movement.  The  real 
difficulty  was  in  the  hero  of  the  morning,  who  now  made  haste  to  blight  his 
lam-els.  General  Pillow's  vanity  whistled  itself  into  ludicrous  exaltation. 
Imagining  General  Grant's  whole  army  defeated  and  fleeing  in  rout  for  Fort 
Henry  and  the  transports  on  the  river,  he  deported  himself  accordingly.  He 
began  by  ignoring  Floyd.     He  rode  to  Bnckner  and  accused  him  of  shameful 
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conduct.  He  sent  an  aide  to  the  neaiest  telcja'aph  station  \vith  a  dispatch  to 
Albert  Sidney  Johnston,  then  in  command  of  the  Department,  asseverating, 
"  on  the  honor  of  a  soldier,"  that  tlie  day  was  theirs.  Xor  did  he  stop  at  that. 
The  victory,  to  be  available,  requii-ed  tliat  the  enemy  sliould  Vje  followed  \vith 
energy.  Such  was  a  habit  of  Napoleon.  Without  deigning  even  to  consult 
his  chief,  he  ordered  Buckner  to  move  out  and  attack  the  Federals.  There 
was  a  gorge,  up  which  a  road  ran  toward  our  centi'al  position,  or  rather  what 
had  been  our  central  position.  Pointing  to  the  gorge  and  the  road,  he  told 
Buckner  that  was  his  way  and  bade  him  attack  in  force.  There  was  nothing 
to  do  but  obey ;  and  when  Buckner  had  l>egnn  the  movement,  the  wise  pro- 
gramme decided  upon  the  evening  Ijefore  was  Aviped  fr<jm  the  slate. 

When  Buckner  reluctantly  took  the  gorge  road  marked  out  for  him  by 
Pillow,  tlie  whole  Confederate  army,  save  the  detachments  on  tlie  works,  was 
vii'tually  in  pursuit  of  jMcCleniand,  retiring  l)y  the  WjTin's  Ferry  road  — 
falling  ))ack,  in  fact,  upon  my  position.  My  division  was  now  to  feel  the 
weight  of  Pillow's  hand ;  if  they  sliould  fail,  the  fortunes  of  the  day  would 
depend  upon  the  veteran  Smith. 

When  Greneral  McClernand  perceived  the  peril  threatening  him  in  the 
morning,  he  sent  an  officer  to  me  with  a  request  for  assistau<>e.  This  request 
I  referred  to  General  Grant,  who  was  at  the  time  in  consultation  with  Foote. 
Upon  the  turning  of  Oglesby's  flank,  McClernand  ivpeated  his  request,  with 
such  a  rejiresentation  of  the  sitixatiou  that,  assuming  the  responsibility,  I 
ordered  Colonel  Cruft  to  i-eport  with  his  brigade  to  McClernand.  Cruft  set 
out  promptly.  Unfortunately  a  guide  misdii'ected  him,  so  that  he  became 
involved  in  the  retreat,  and  was  j^revented  from  accomplishing  his  object. 

I  was  in  the  rear  of  my  single  remaining  brigade,  in  conversation  with 
Captain  Rawlins,  of  Grant's  staff,  when  a  great  shouting  was  heard  behind 
me  on  the  Wynn's  Ferry  road,  whereupon  I  sent  an  orderly  to  ascertain  the 
cause.  The  man  reported  the  road  and  woods  full  of  soldiers  apparently  in 
rout.  An  officer  then  rode  by  at  full  sjieed,  shouting,  "All's  lost!  Save  yoiu-- 
selves  ! "  A  hurried  consultation  was  had  with  Kawlins,  at  the  end  of  which 
the  brigade  was  put  in  motion  toward  the  enemy's  works,  on  the  very  road 
by  which  Buckner  was  pursuing  under  Pillow's  mischievous  order.  It  hap- 
pened also  that  Colonel  W.  H.  L.  Wallace  had  dropped  into  the  same  road 
with  such  of  his  command  as  staid  liy  their  colors.  He  came  up  riding  and 
at  a  walk,  his  leg  over  the  horn  of  his  saddle.  He  was  perfectly  cool,  and 
looked  like  a  farmer  from  a  liard  day's  ploAnug.  "Good-morning,"  I  said. 
"  Good-morning,"  was  the  reply.  "  Are  they  pursuing  you ! "  "  Yes."  "  How 
far  are  they  behind  ? "  That  instant  the  head  of  my  command  aii]>eared  ou 
the  road.  The  colonel  calculated,  then  answered:  "You  will  have  about 
time  to  form  line  of  battle  right  here.'"  "Tliank  you.  (xood-day."  "Good- 
day." 

At  that  point  the  road  began  to  dip  into  the  gorge;  on  the  right  and  left 
there  were  woods,  and  in  front  a  dense  thicket.  An  order  was  dispatduHl  to 
l)ring  Battery  A  forward  at  full  speed.  Colonel  John  A.  Thayer,  command- 
ing the  brigade,  formed  it  on  the  double-quick  into  line;  the  1st  Nebraska 
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and  the  oStli  Illinois  on  the  right,  and  the  58th  Ohio,  with  a  detached  com 
pany,  on  the  left.  The  battery  came  up  on  the  run  and  swung  across  the  road, 
which  had  been  left  oj)eu  for  it.  Hardly  had  it  unlimbeved,  before  the  enemy 
appeared,  and  firing  began.  For  ten  minutes  or  thereabouts  the  scenes  of  the 
morning  were  reenaeted.  The  Confederates  struggled  hard  to  perfect  their 
deplojTuents.  The  woods  rang  with  musketry  and  artillery.  The  brush  on 
the  slope  of  the  hill  was  mowed  away  with  bullets.     A  great  cloud  arose  and 
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shut  out  the  woods  and  the  narrow  valley  below.  Colonel  Thayer  and  his 
regiments  behaved  with  great  gallantry,  and  the  assailants  fell  back  in  con- 
fusion and  returned  to  the  intrenchments.  W.  H.  L.  Wallace  and  Oglesby 
re-formed  their  commands  behind  Thayer,  supplied  them  with  ammunition, 
and  stood  at  rest  waiting  for  orders.  There  was  then  a  lull  in  the  battle. 
Even  the  cannonading  ceased,  and  everybody  was  asking,  What  next  ? 

Just  then  General  Grant  rode  up  to  where  Cieneral  McClernand  and  I  were 
in  conversation.     He  was  almost  unattended.     In  his  hand  there  were  some 
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papers,  which  looked  like  telegrams.  Wholly  unexcitecl,  he  saluted  and 
received  the  salutations  of  his  subordinates.  Proceeding  at  once  to  busi- 
ness, he  directed  them  to  retire  their  commands  to  the  heights  out  of  cannon 
range,  and  thi'ow  up  works.  Eeenforcements  were  en  route,  he  said,  and  it 
was  advisable  to  await  their  coming.  He  was  then  infonned  of  the  mishap 
to  the  Fu'st  Division,  and  that  the  road  to  Charlotte  was  open  to  the  enemy. 

In  every  great  man's  career  there  is  a  ciisis  exactly  similar  to  that  which 
now  overtook  General  Grant,  and  it  cannot  be  better  descriVjed  than  as  a 
crucial  test  of  his  natui'e.  A  mediocre  person  would  have  accepted  the  news 
as  an  argument  for  persistence  in  his  resolution  to  enter  upon  a  siege.  Had 
General  Grant  done  so,  it  is  very  probable  his  history  woxild  have  been  then 
and  there  concluded.  His  admirers  and  detractors  are  alike  incited  to  study 
him  at  this  precise  juncture.  It  cannot  be  doubted  that  he  saw  with  painful 
distinctness  the  effect  of  the  chsaster  to  his  right  wing.  His  face  flushed 
sUghtly.  With  a  sudden  grip  he  crushed  the  papers  in  his  hand.  But  in  an 
instant  these  signs  of  disappointment  or  hesitation  —  as  the  reader  pleases — 
cleared  away.  In  his  ordinary  quiet  voice  he  said,  addi-essing  himself  to  both 
officers,  "Gentlemen,  the  position  on  the  right  must  be  retaken."  With  that 
he  turned  and  galloped  off. 

Seeing  in  the  road  a  provisional  brigade,  under  Colonel  Morgan  L.  Smith, 
consisting  of  the  11th  Indiana  and  the  8th  Missouri  Infantry,  going,  by  order 
of  General  C.  F.  Smith,  to  the  aid  of  the  Fu'st  Division,  I  suggested  that  if 
General  MeClernand  would  order  Colonel  Smith  to  report  to  me,  I  would 
attemjit  to  recover  the  lost  gi'ound;  and  the  order  ha^•ing  been  given,  I 
reconnoitered  the  hill,  determined  upon  a  place  of  assault,  and  ai-ranged  my 
order  of  attack.  I  chose  Colonel  Smith's  regiments  to  lead,  and  for  that  piu'- 
pose  conducted  them  to  the  crest  of  a  hUl  opposite  a  steep  bluff  covered  by 
the  enemy.  The  two  regiments  had  been  formerly  of  my  brigade.  I  knew 
they  had  l)een  admiralily  drilled  in  the  Zouave  tactics,  and  my  confidence  in 
Smith  and  in  George  F.  McGinnis,  colonel  of  the  11th,  was  impUcit.  I  was 
sure  they  would  take  their  men  to  the  top  of  the  bluff.  Colonel  Criift  was  put 
in  line  to  support  them  on  the  right.  Colonel  Ross,  with  his  regiments,  the 
17th  and  iOth,  and  the  ■46th,  57th,  and  58th  Illinois,  were  put  as  support  on 
the  left.  Thayer's  brigade  was  held  in  reserve.  These  dispositions  fiUed  the 
time  till  about  2  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  when  hea\'j-  cannonading,  mixed  with 
a  long  roll  of  musketry,  broke  out  over  on  the  left,  whither  it  wiU  be  necessary 
to  transfer  the  reader. 

The  veteran  in  command  on  the  Union  left  had  contented  himself  with 
allowing  Buckner  no  rest,  keeping  up  a  continual  sharp-shooting.  Early  in 
the  morning  of  the  l-ttli  he  made  a  demonstration  of  assault  ^^^th  three  of  his 
regiments,  and  though  he  purposely  withdrew  them,  he  kept  the  menace 
standing,  to  the  great  discomfort  of  his  ris-a-ri-^^.  With  the  patiimce  of  an 
old  soldier,  he  waited  the  pleasiire  of  the  general  commanding,  knowing  that 
when  the  time  came  he  would  be  called  upon.  During  the  battle  of  the  gun- 
boats he  rode  through  his  command  and  grimly  joked  ^vith  them.  He  who 
never  permitted  the  slightest  familiarity  from  a  subordinate,  could  yet  indulge 
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in  fatherly  pleasantries  with  the  ranks  when  he  thought  circumstances  jus- 
tified them.  He  never  for  a  moment  doubted  the  coui-age  of  volunteers ; 
they  were  not  regulars  —  that  was  aU.  If  properly  led,  he  believed  they  would 
storm  the  gates  of  his  Satanic  Majesty.     Theii"  houi-  of  trial  was  now  come. 

From  his  brief  and  characteristic  conference  with  MeCleruand  and  myself, 
General  Grant  rode  to  General  C.  F.  Smith.  What  took  jjlaee  between  them 
is  not  known,  further  than  that  he  ordered  an  assault  upon  the  outworks  as  a 
diversion  in  aid  of  the  assault  about  to  be  delivered  on  the  right.  General 
Smith  personally  dkected  his  chiefs  of  brigade  to  get  their  regiments  ready. 
Colonel  John  Cook  by  his  order  increased  the  number  of  his  skirmishers 
already  engaged  with  the  enemy. 

Taking  Lauman's  brigade.  General  Smith  began  the  advance.  They  were 
under  fire  instantly.  The  guns  in  the  fort  joined  in  with  the  infantry  who 
were  at  the  time  in  the  rifle-pits,  the  great  body  of  the  Confederate  right  wing 
being  with  General  Buckner.  The  defense  was  greatly  favored  by  the  ground, 
which  subjected  the  assailants  to  a  double  fire  from  the  beginning  of  the 
abatis.  The  men  have  said  that  "it  looked  too  thick  for  a  rabbit  to  get 
through."  General  Smith,  on  his  horse,  took  position  in  the  front  and  center 
of  the  line.  Occasionally  he  timied  in  the  saddle  to  see  how  the  aUgnment  was 
kept.  For  the  most  part,  however,  he  held  his  face  steadily  toward  the  enemy. 
He  was,  of  eoui'se,  a  conspicuous  object  for  the  sharp-shooters  in  the  rifle-pits. 
The  air  around  him  twittered  with  minie-bullets.  Erect  as  if  on  review,  he 
rode  on,  timing  the  gait  of  his  horse  with  the  movement  of  his  colors.  A 
soldier  said :  "  I  was  nearly  scared  to  death,  but  I  saw  the  old  man's  white 
mustache  over  his  shoulder,  and  went  on." 

On  to  the  abatis  the  regiments  moved  without  hesitation,  lea\dug  a  trail  of 
dead  and  wounded  behind.  There  the  fu-e  seemed  to  get  trebly  hot,  and  there 
some  of  the  men  halted,  whereupon,  seeing  the  hesitation.  General  Smith  put 
his  cap  on  the  point  of  his  sword,  held  it  aloft,  and  called  out,  "  No  flinching 
now,  my  lads  I  —  Here  —  this  is  the  way  !  Come  on ! "  He  picked  a  path 
through  the  jagged  limbs  of  the  trees,  holding  his  cap  all  the  time  in  sight; 
and  the  effect  was  magical.  The  men  swarmed  in  after  him,  and  got  through 
in  the  best  order  they  could  —  not  all  of  them,  alas  !  On  the  other  side  of  the 
obstruction  they  took  the  semblance  of  re-formation  and  charged  in  after 
their  chief,  who  found  himself  then  between  the  two  fires.  Up  the  ascent  he 
rode ;  up  they  followed.  At  the  last  moment  the  keepers  of  the  rifle-pits 
clambered  out  and  fled.  The  f oiu"  regiments  engaged  in  the  feat  —  the  25th 
Indiana,  and  the  2d,  7th,  and  14th  Iowa  —  planted  their  colors  on  the  breast- 
work. Later  in  the  day,  Buckner  came  back  with  his  division ;  but  aU  his 
efforts  to  dislodge  Smith  were  vain. 

We  left  my  division  about  to  attempt  the  recaptm-e  of  the  hill,  which  had 
been  the  scene  of  the  combat  between  Pillow  and  McClernand.  If  only  on 
account  of  the  results  which  followed  that  assault,  in  connection  with  the 
heroic  performance  of  General  C.  F.  Smith,  it  is  necessary  to  return  to  it. 

Riding  to  my  old  regiments, —  the  Sth  Missouri  and  the  11th  Indiana, —  I 
asked  them  if  they  were  ready.     They  demanded  the  word  of  me.     Waiting 
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a  moment  for  3Ior- 
jran  L.  Smith  to  light 
a  cigar,  I  called 
out,  '*  Forward  it  is, 
then  I  "  They  were 
directly  in  front  of 
the  ascent  to  be 
climbed.  Without 
stopping  for  his  sup- 
ports, Colonel  Smith 
led  them  down  into 
a  broad  hollow,  and 
f-atching  sight  of  the 
advance.  Craft  and 
Ross  also  moved  for- 
ward. As  the  two 
regiments  began  the 
climli,  the  8th  Mis- 
som'i  slightly  in  the 
lead,  a  line  of  fire 
ran  along  the  brow 
of  the  height.  The 
rtauk  companies 
cheered  while  de- 
ploying as  skiiTuish- 
ers.  Theii"  Zouave 
practice  proved  of 
excellent  service  to  them.  Now  on  the  ground,  creeping  when  the  fire  was  hot- 
test, running  when  it  slackened,  they  gained  ground  with  astonishing  rapidity, 
and  at  the  same  time  n^aintained  a  fire  that  was  like  a  sparkling  of  the  earth. 
For  the  most  part  the  bidlets  aimed  at  them  passed  over  their  heads  and 
took  effect  in  the  ranks  behind  them.  Colonel  Smith's  cigar  was  shot  off 
close  to  his  lips.  He  took  another  and  called  for  a  match.  A  soldier  ran  and 
gave  him  one.  "  Thank  you.  Take  your  place  now.  We  are  almost  up,''  he 
said,  and,  smoking,  spm-red  his  horse  forward.  A  few  yards  from  the  crest 
of  the  height  the  regiments  began  loading  and  firing  as  they  advanced.  The 
defenders  gave  way.  On  the  top  there  was  a  brief  straggle,  which  was  ended 
by  Cruft  and  Ross  with  their  supports. 

The  whole  line  then  moved  forward  simultaneously,  and  never  stopped 
until  the  Confederates  Avere  within  the  works.  There  had  been  no  occasion 
to  call  on  the  reserves.  The  road  to  Charlotte  was  again  t>ffectually  shut,  and 
the  Inittle-fteld  of  the  morning,  Avith  the  dead  and  wounded  hnng  where  they 
had  fallen,  was  in  possession  of  the  Third  Division,  which  stood  halted  AAnthiu 
easy  musket-range  of  the  rifle-pits.  It  was  then  about  half-past  3  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon.  I  was  reconnoitering  the  works  of  the  enemy  prelimiiuiry 
to  charging  thcMu,  when  Colonel  Webster,  of  General  Grant's  staff,  came  to 
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me  and  repeated  tlie  order  to  fall  back  out  of  camion  range  and  throw  up 
breastworks.  "  Tlie  general  does  not  know  that  we  have  the  hill,"  I  said. 
Webster  replied :  "  I  give  you  the  order  as  he  gave  it  to  me."  "  Very  well," 
said  I,  "  give  him  my  compliments,  and  say  that  I  have  received  the  order." 
Webster  smiled  and  rode  away.  The  ground  was  not  vacated,  though  the 
assault  was  deferred.  In  assuming  the  responsibility,  I  had  no  doubt  of  my 
ability  to  satisfy  General  Grrant  of  the  correctness  of  my  course ;  and  it  was 
subsequently  approved. 

When  night  fell,  the  command  bivouacked  without  fii'e  or  supper.  Fatigue 
parties  were  told  off  to  look  after  the  wounded ;  and  in  the  relief  given  there 
was  no  distinction  made  between  friend  and  foe.  The  labor  extended  through 
the  whole  night,  and  the  sm-geons  never  rested.  By  sunset  the  conditions 
of  the  morning  were  all  restored.  The  Union  commander  was  free  to  order 
a  general  assault  next  day  or  resort  to  a  formal  siege. 

A  great  discoxu-agement  fell  upon  the  brave  men  inside  the  works  that 
night.  Besides  suffering  from  wounds  and  bruises  and  the  dreadful  weather, 
they  were  aware  that  though  they  had  done  their  best  they  were  held  in  a 
close  grip  by  a  superior  enemy.  A  council  of  general  and  tield  officers  was 
held  at  headquarters,  which  re- 
sulted in  a  unanimous  I'esolution 
that  if  the  position  in  front  of 
General  Pillow  had  not  been 
reoccupied  by  the  Federals  in 
streng-th,  the  army  should  effect 
its  retreat.  A  reconnoissance  was 
ordered  to  make  the  test.  Colonel 
Forrest  conducted  it.  He  report- 
ed that  the  ground  was  not  only 
reoccupied,  but  that  the  enemy 
were  extended  yet  farther  around 
the  Confederate  left.  The  council 
then  held  a  final  session. 

General  Simon  B.  Buckner,  as 
the  junior  officer  present,  gave 
his  opinion  fii'st ;  he  thought  he 
could  not  successfully  resist  the 
assault  which  would  be  made  by 
daylight  by  a  vastly  superior  force. 
But  he  fm-ther  remarked,  that 
as  he  understood  the  principal 
object  of  the  defense  of  Donelson  was  to  cover  the  movement  of  General 
Albert  Sidney  Johnston's  ai-my  from  Bowling  Green  to  ]Srash\'ille,  if  that 
movement  was  not  completed  he  was  of  opinion  that  the  defense  should  be 
continued  at  the  risk  of  the  destruction  of  the  entire  force.  General  Floyd 
rephed  that  General  Johnston's  army  had  already  reached  Nashville,  where- 
upon General  Buckner  said  that  "  it  would  be  wrong  to  subject  the  army 
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to  a  virtual  massacre,  when  no  good  could  result  from  the  sacrifice,  and  that 
the  general  officers  owed  it  to  then*  men,  when  fuither  resistance  was  una- 
vailing, to  obtain  the  best  tei"ms  of  capitulation  possiVjle  for  them." 

Both  Grenerals  Floyd  and  Pillow  acquiesced  in.  the  opinion.  Ordinarily 
the  council  would  have  ended  at  this  point,  and  the  commanding  general 
would  have  addi'essed  himself  to  the  duty  of  obtaining  tenns.  He  would 
have  called  for  pen,  ink,  and  paper,  and  prepared  a  note  for  dispatch  to  the 
commanding  general  of  the  opposite  force.  But  there  were  cii-cumstances 
outside  the  mere  military  situation  which  at  this  jmictui'e  pressed  themselves 
into  consideration.  As  this  was  the  first  suiTender  of  armed  men  banded 
together  for  war  upon  the  general  government,  what  would  the  Federal 
authorities  do  with  the  i^risoners !  This  question  was  of  application  to  all 
the  gentlemen  in  the  council.  It  was  lost  to  \T.ew,  however,  when  General 
Floyd  announced  his  purpose  to  leave  with  two  steamers  which  were  to  be 
down  at  daylight,  and  to  take  with  him  as  many  of  his  division  as  the 
steamers  could  carry  away. 

General  Pillow  then  remarked  that  there  were  no  two  persons  in  the  Con- 
federacy whom  the  Yankees  would  rather  cai:)tiu-e  than  himself  and  General 
Floyd  (who  had  been  Buchanan's  Secretary  of  War,  and  was  under  indict- 
ment at  Washington).  As  to  the  propriety  of  his  accompan^-iug  General 
Floyd,  the  latter  said,  coolly,  that  the  question  was  one  for  eveiy  man  to 
decide  for  himself.  Buckner  was  of  the  same  ^•iew,  and  added  that  as  for 
himself  he  regarded  it  as  his  duty  to  stay  with  his  men  and  share  theii*  fate, 
whatever  it  might  be.  Pillow  persisted  in  leading.  Floyd  then  dii'ected  Gen- 
eral Buckner  to  consider  himself  in  command.  Immediately  after  the  council 
was  concluded.  General  Floyd  prepared  for  his  departui-e.  His  fii'st  move 
was  to  have  his  brigade  drawn  up.  The  peculiarity  of  the  step  was  that, 
with  the  exception  of  one,  the  20th  Mississippi  regiment,  his  regiments  were 
all  Virginians.  A  short  time  before  daylight  the  two  steamlioats  arrived. 
Without  loss  of  time  the  general  hastened  to  the  river,  embarked  with  his 
Virginians,  and  at  an  early  horn"  cast  loose  from  the  shore,  and  in  good  time, 
and  safely,  he  reached  Nash\'ille.  He  never  satisfactorily  explained  upon 
what  principle  he  appropriated  all  the  transportation  on  hand  to  the  tise  of 
his  particidar  command. 

Colonel  Forrest  was  present  at  the  council,  and  when  the  final  resolution 
was  taken,  he  promptly  announced  that  he  neither  could  nor  would  stuTen- 
der  his  command.  The  bold  trooper  had  no  qualms  ttpon  the  subject.  He 
assembled  his  men,  all  as  hardy  as  himself,  and  after  reporting  once  more  at 
headquarters,  he  moved  out  and  plunged  into  a  slough  formed  by  liackwator 
from  the  river.  An  icy  crust  covered  its  surface,  the  wind  blew  fiercely, 
and  the  darkness  Avas  unrelieved  by  a  star.  There  was  fearful  fiomidoriug 
as  the  command  followed  huu.  At  length  he  struck  dry  land,  and  was  safe. 
He  was  next  heard  of  at  Nashville. 

General  Buckner,  who  throughout  the  affair  bore  himself  %\ith  dignity, 
ordered  the  troops  back  to  their  positions  and  opened  communications 
with  General  Grant,  whose  laconic  demand  of   "  tmconditional  surrender,'' 
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FACSIMILE    OP   THE    ORIGINAL    "UNCONDITIONAL    BBERENDEB "  DISPATCH. 


The  original  of  the  dispatcli  was  obtained  by  Charles 
L.  Webster  &  Co.,  publisher.^  of  General  Grant's  "  Mem- 
oirs," from  Dr.  James  K.  Wallace,  of  Lltclifleki,  Conn., 
who  received  it,  November  28th,  1868,  from  his  relative 


Dr.  Wallace  that  it  was  the  original  dispatch.  The 
above  Is  an  exact  reproduction  of  the  original  dispatch 
in  every  particular,  except  that,  in  order  to  adapt  it 
to  the  width  of  the  page,  the  word,  "  Sir,"  has  been 


by  marriage.  General  John  A .  Kawlins,  who,  as  chief  of  lowered  to  the  line  beneath,  and  the  words,  '*  I  am, 
staff  to  General  Grant,  had  the  custody,  after  the  cai>-  sir,  very  respectfully,"  have  been  raised  to  the  line 
ture,  of  General  Buckner's  papers.  General  Eawlins  told     above.— Editors. 
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in  his  reply  to  General  Buekner's  overtui-es,  became  at  once  a  watchword 
of  the  war. 

The  Third  Division  was  astir  verj^  early  on  the  16th  of  Februarj'.  The 
regiments  began  to  fonn  and  close  up  the  inteiTals  between  them,  the  inten- 
tion being  to  charge  the  breastworks  south  of  Dover  about  breakfast-time. 
In  the  midst  of  the  preparation  a  bugle  was  heard  and  a  white  flag  was  seen 
coming  from  the  town  toward  the  pickets.  I  sent  my  adjutant-general  to 
meet  the  flag  half-way  and  inquire  its  purpose.  Answer  was  returned  that 
General  Bucknei'  had  cai^itulated  during  the  night,  and  was  now  sending 
information  of  the  fact  to  the  commander  of  the  troojjs  in  this  quarter,  that 
there  might  be  no  further  bloodshed.  The  division  was  ordered  to  advance 
and  take  possession  of  the  works  and  of  all  public  property  and  prisonei"s. 
Leaving  that  agi'eeable  duty  to  the  brigade  commanders,  I  joined  the  officer 
bearing  the  flag,  and  with  my  staff  rode  across  the  trench  and  into  the  town, 
till  we  came  to  the  door  of  the  old  tavern  ah-eady  described,  where  I  dis- 
mounted. The  tavern  was  the  headquarters  of  General  Buckuer,  to  whom  I 
sent  my  name ;  and  lieing  an  acquaintance,  I  was  at  once  admitted. 

I  found  General  Buckner  with  his  stafl:  at  breakfast.  He  met  me  ^vith 
politeness  and  dignity.  Turning  to  the  officers  at  the  table,  he  remarked : 
"  General  Wallace,  it  is  not  necessary  to  introduce  you  to  these  gentle- 
men ;  you  are  acquainted  with  them  all."  They  arose,  came  foi-ward  one  by 
one,  and  gave  their  hands  in  salutation.  I  was  then  invited  to  breakfast, 
which  consisted  of  corn  bread  and  coffee,  the  best  the  gallant  host  had  in  his 
kitchen.  We  sat  at  the  table  about  an  hoiu*  and  a  half,  when  General 
Grant  arrived  and  took  temporary  possession  of  the  tavern  as  his  head- 
quarters. Later  in  the  morning  the  army  marched  in  and  completed  the 
possession. 
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THE   OPPOSING   FORCES   AT  FORT   DONELSON,  TENN. 

The  compositiou  ami  losses  of  eiicli  army  as  lit-iu  8t:ited  ;rivu'  tlie  gi.st  of  all  the  data  obtainable  iu  the  Official  Records. 
K  stands  for  killed  ;  w  for  wounded ;  m  w  for  mortally  wounded ;  ni  for  captured  or  missing  :  c  for  captured.— EDITORS. 

COMPOSITION  AND   LOSSES  OF  THE   UNION  ARMY. 

Bni;.-Gen.  Ulysses  S.  Graut. 


First  Dmsiox,  Biig.-Gen.  Johu  A.  McCleinand.  First 
Brigade,  Col.  Eichard  J.  Oglesbj":  8tli  111.,  Lleut.-Col. 
TVaTiTr  L.  Rlioads;  ISth  111.,  Col.  Michael  K.  Lawler  (W), 
Capt.  Daniel  H.  Brush  (w),  Capt.  Samuel  B.  Marks ;  29th 
Til  ,  Col.  James  S.  Eearden;  30th  ni.,  Lieut. -Col.  Ellas 
S.  Dennis;  31st  111.,  Col.  John  A.  Logan  (■«■) ;  Battery  A, 
m.  Lt.  Arty.,  Capt.  Jasper  M.  Dresser ;  Battery  E,  2d 
ni  Lt.  ArriUery,  Lieut.  G.  C.  Gumbart ;  A  and  B,  2d 
IU.  Cavalry,  Capts.  John  E.  Hotaling  and  Thomas  J. 
Larrlson;  C,  2d,  and  I,  ith  U.  S.  Cavalry,  Lieut.  James 
Powell ;  lud'p't  companies  111.  Cavalry,  Capts.  E.  Car- 
michael,  James  J.  Dollins,  M.  J.  0"Harnett,  and  Lieut. 
Ezra  King.  Brigade  loss :  k.  184 ;  w,  603;  m,  66  =  853. 
Second  Brigade,  Col.  W.  H.  L.  WaUace:  11th  111.,  Lieut.- 
Col.  T.  E.  G.  Ransom  (w).  Major  Garrett  Jfevins  (tem- 
porarily) :  20th  ni.,  Col.  C.  Carroll  Marsh  ;  loth  111.,  Col. 
John  E.  Smith  ;  48th  111.,  Col.  Isham  X.  Hajiiie  (tempo- 
rarily commanding  Third  Brigade),  Lieut.-Col.  Thomas 
H.  Smith  (k) ;  Battery  B,  l.<t  111.  Lt.  Ai'tUlery,  Capt.  Ezra 
Taylor ;  Battery  D,  1st  111.  Lt.  Artillery,  Capt.  Edward 
McAllister ;  4th  IU.  Cavalry,  Col.  T.  Lyle  Dickey.  Bri- 
gade loss:  k,  99;  w,  350;  m,  98  =  547.  Third  Brigade,  Co\. 
Wm.  R.  Morrison  (w).  Col.  Leonard  F.  Ross:  17th  IU., 
Major  Francis  M.  Smith,  Capt.  Henry  H.  Bush ;  49th  Dl., 
Lleut.-Col.  Phineas  Pease.  Brigade  loss:  k,  28;w,  105; 
m,  19  =  152. 

Second  Division,  Brig. -Gen.  Charles  F.  Smith.  First 
Brigade,  Col.  John  McAi-thur :  9th  IU.,  Lieut.-Col.  Jesse 
J.  PhUUps;  12th  111.,  Lieut.-Col.  Augustus  L.  Chetlain  ; 
41st  m..  Col.  Isaac  C.  Pugh.  Brigade  loss  :  k,  69;  w,  34i); 
m,  20  =  429.  Third  Brigade,  Col.  Johu  Cook:  7th  111., 
Lieut. -Col.  Andrew  J.  Babcock ;  50th  IU.,  Col.  Moses  M. 
Bane  ;  52d  Ind..  Col.  James  M.  Smith ;  12th  Iowa,  Col.  J. 
J.  Woods  ;  13th  Mo.,  Col.  Crafts  J.  Wright ;  Batteries  D, 
H.and  K,  1st  Mo.  Lt.  Artillery,  Capts.  Henry  Richardson, 
F.  Welker,  and  George  H.  Stone.  Brigade  loss  :  k,  10 ;  w. 

The  total  loss  of  the  Union  forces  (army  and  navy)  was 


109 ;  m,  2  =  121.  Fourth  Brigade,  Col.  Jacob  G.  Lauman  : 
2oth  Ind.,  Col.  James  C.  Veatch  ;  2d  Iowa,  Col.  James  M. 
Tnttle ;  7th  Iowa,  Lieut.-Col.  James  C.  Parrott ;  14th 
Iowa,  Col.  WUUam  T.  Shaw ;  Birge's  Mo.  Sharp-shooters. 
Brigade  loss:  k,  55;  w,  301;  m,  1  =  3.57.  Fifth  Brigade, 
Col.  Morgan  L.  Smith:  11th  Ind.,  Col.  George  F.  McGln- 
nis ;  8th  Mo.,  Major  John  McDonald.  Brigadeloss :  k,  11 ; 
w,  69  =  80. 

Third  Division,  Brig.-Gen.  Lew  Wallace.  First 
Brigade,  Col.  Charles  Cruft:  31st  Ind.,  Lieut. -Col.  John 
Osborn,  Major  Fred.  Arn;  44th  Ind.,  Col.  HughB.  Eeed; 
17th  Ky.,  Col.  John  H.  McHenry,  Jr.;  25th  Ky.,  Col.  James 
M.  Shackelford.  Brigade  loss  :  k,  36 ;  w,  182 ;  ni,  16  =  233. 
Seeond  Brigade  (attached  to  the  Third  Brigade] :  4Gth 
IU.,  Col.  John  A.  Davis:  57th  111.,  Col.  SUas  D.  Balilwin; 
58th  ni..  Col.  William  F.  Lynch;  20th  Ohio,  Col.  Charles 
\\Tiittlesey.  Brigade  loss  :  k,  6 ;  w,  15  :  m ,  1  =  22.  Tltird 
Brigade,  Col.  John  M.  Thayer:  1st  Neb.,  Lieut.-Col. 
Wm.  D.  McCord;  58th  Ohio,  Lieut.-Col.  F.  F.  Eempel; 
68th  Ohio,  Col.  S.  H.  Steedman ;  76th  Ohio,  Col.  Wm. 
B.  Woods.  Brig.ade  loss:  k.  3;  w,  24:  m,  1=28.  Unat- 
taehed:  Battery  A,  1st  111.  Lt.  ArtiUery,  Lieut  P.  P. 
Wood;  A,  ;)2d  IU.  Infantry,  Capt.  Henry  Davidson. 
Loss :  w,  10. 

IRON-CL.XDS  .iND  GUN-BO-iTS,  Flag-OJBcer  Andrew  H. 
Foote  (w).  St.  Louis  (flag-ship),  Lieut.  Leonard  Paul- 
tUng,  k,  2;  w,  8;  Carondelet,  Commander  Henry  Walke, 
k,  5 ;  w,  28;  Louisville,  Commander  Benjamin  M.  Dove, 
k,  4;w,  5;  Pittsburgh,  Lieut.  Egbert  Thompson,  w,  2; 
Tyler.  Lieut.-Com.  William  Gwin  ;  Conestoga.lA^wt.-Coxa. 
S.  L.  Phelps.  Total  loss  :  k,  11 ;  w,  43  =  54.  The  vessels 
which  had  been  in  action  at  Fort  Henry  (see  page  362) 
carried  the  saniearmament  at  Fort  Donelson.  TheLouis- 
ville  and  Pillslmrgli  were  each  armed  with  6  32-pounder8, 
3  8-inch,  and  i  rifled  42-pounders.  The  Lonisville  had  also 
1  12-poundcr  )iciat-howitzer. 
510  killed,  2152  wounded,  224  captured  or  missing  =2886. 


COMPOSITION   AND  LOSSES   OF   THE  CONFEDEEATE   ARMY. 

1  Brig.-Gen.  Gideon  J.  Pillow,  2  Brig-Gen.  John  B.  Floyd,  3  Brig-Gen.  Simon  B.  Buckuer  (c). 


Bdcknee's  Division.  Seeond  Brigade,  Col.  Wm.  E. 
Baldwin  :  2d  Ken..  Col.  E.  W.  Hanson  ;  14th  Miss..  Maj. 
W.  L.  Doss ;  20th  Miss.,  Maj.  W.  N.  Brown  ;  26th  Miss., 
Col.  A.  E.  Reynolds ;  26th  Tenn.,  Col.,  John  M.  Lillard  ; 
41st  Tenn.,  Col.  Robert  Farquharson.  Third  Brigade, 
Col.  John  C.  Brown  :  3il  Tenn.,  Lieut.-Col.  T.  M.  Gordon 
(w;,  Maj.  N.  F.  Cheairs  ;  18th  Tenn.,  Col.  J.  B.  Palmer ; 
32d  Tenn.,  Col.  E.  C.  Cook.  Artillerg :  Kentucky  Bat- 
tery, Capt.  R.  E.  Graves ;  Tenn.  Battery,  Capt.  T.  K. 
Porter  (w),  Lieut.  John  W^.  Morton ;  Jackson's  Va.  Bat 
tery.    Division  loss :  k  and  w,  577  (appro.'dmate). 

Johnson's  Com.mand  deft  wingi,  Brig-Gen.  Bushrod  R. 
Johnson.  Heiman's  Brigade,  Col.  A.  Heinian:  27th  Ala.. 
Col.  .\.  A.  Hughes;  10th  Tenn.,  Lieut.-Col.  E  W.  Mac- 
Gavock  ;  42d  Tenn.,  Col.  W.  A.  Quarles  ;  48th  Tenn.,  Col. 
W.  M.  Voorliies;  53d  Tenn.,  Col.  A.  H.  Abemathv, 
Lieut.-Col.  Thomas  F.  Winston;  Tenn.  Battery,  Capt. 
Frank  Maney  (w).  Daridson's  Brigade.  Col.  T.  J.  David- 
son, Col.  J.  M.  Siraonton:  8tU  k:\-.,  Lieut-Col.  H.  B. 
Lyon  ;  1st  Miss.,  Col.  J.  M.  Simontou,  Lieut-Col.  A  S. 
HamUton:  3d  Miss.,  Lieut.-Col.  J.  M.  WeUs ;  7th  Texas, 


Col.  John  Gre.gg.  Brigade  loss  :  k,  68 ;  w.  218  =  286. 
Drake's  Brigade,  Col.  Joseph  Drake :  Ala.  Battalion, 
Miij.  John  S.  Garvin  ;  15th  Ark.,  Col.  J.  J.. Gee  ;  4th  Miss., 
Jlaj.  T.  N.  Adair;  Tenn.  BattaUon,  Col.  B.  M.  Browder. 

Floyd's  Division.  First  Brigade,  Col.  G.  C.  Whaitou: 
5l8t  Ta.,  Lieut-Col.  J.  M.  Massie;  56th  Ya.,  Capt.  (i.  W. 
Davis.  Brigade  loss  :  k,  17;  w,  80  ;  m,  120  =  217.  Seeond 
Brigade,  Col.  John  McCausland :  a6th  Ya..  Lieut.-Col. 
L.  W.  Eeid;  oOth  Vn  ,  Maj.  Thomas  Smith.  Brigadeloss: 
k,  34 ;  w,  91  =  115.  Artillery  :  Ya.  B.atteries.  Captains  D. 
A.  French  and  J.  H.  Guy;  Green's  Ken.  Battery. 

G.IRRISON  Forces,  Col.  J.  W.  Head,  Col.  J.  E.  Bailey: 
snthTeun.,  Maj.  J.  J.  Turner;  4nth  Tenn.,  Col.  J.  E. 
Bailey  ;  .50th  Tenn.,  Col.  C.  A.  Sugg.  Fort  Butteries,  Capt. 
Joseph  Dixon  (ki,  Capt.  Jacob  Culbertsou :  A.  20th 
Tenn.,  Capt.  B.  G.  Bidwell:  A,  .lOfli  Tenn.,  Capt.  T.  W. 
Be.aumont;  M.aui'y  (Tenn.)  Battery,  Capt.  R.  E.  Ross. 

C.vv.vLKv:  Tenn.  Regiment.  Col.  X.  B.  Forrest;  9th 
Tenn.  Battalion,  Lieut.-Col.  George  Ciantt ;  Jlilton's 
Company  Tennessee,  riiatlaehed:  Tennessee  BattaUon 
rnfantrv,  ^lajor  S.  H.  Colms. 


The  total  loss  of  the  Confederate  army  is  not  definitely  stated.  General  Gideon  J.  Pillow  says,  in  his  report,  that 
in  kiUed  and  wounded  it  was  about  two  thousand.  With  regard  to  the  number  of  Confederates  captured.  General 
Grant  says  in  his  "  Memoirs  "  :  "I  asked  General  Buckner  about  what  force  he  had  to  surrender.  He  replied  that 
he  could  not  tell  with  any  degree  of  accuracy ;  that  all  the  sick  and  weak  had  been  sent  to  XashvUle  while  we  were 
about  Fort  Henry ;  that  Floyd  and  Pillow  had  left  during  the  night,  taking  many  men  with  them ;  and  that  Forrest, 
and  probabl.v  others,  had  also  escaped  during  the  preceding  night :  the  number  of  casualties  he  could  not  tell :  Imt 
he  said  I  would  not  find  fewer  than  12,000,  nor  more  than  15,000.'  But  General  Buckner  says,  in  his  official  rejiort, 
that  "  the  aggregate  of  the  army,  never  greater  than  12,000,  was  now  reduced  to  less  than  9000  after  the  departure 
of  General  Floyd's  brigade." 
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THE   WESTERN    FLOTILLA  AT    FORT    DONELSON.  ISLAND 
NUMBER  TEN,   FORT    PILLOW    AND    MEMPHIS. 

BY    HENRY    WALKE.    KEAR-^UJMIKAL,    V.  S.  X. 

ON  the  7th  of  February,  tlie  day  after  the  capture  of  Fort  Hemy.  I  received 
on  board  the  CaroHdclct  Colonels  Webster,  Rawlins,  and  McPhersou,  with 
a  coni}»any  of  troops,  and  under  instructions  from  General  Grant  proceeded- 
up  the  Tennessee  River,  and  completed  the  destruction  of  the  Ijridge  of  the 
Memphis  and  Bowhng  Green  Raih-oad. 

On  returning  from  that  expedition  General  Grant  recjuested  me  to  hasten 
to  Fort  Donelson  "with  the  Carondelct,  Tyler,  and  Lexi>i(/fon,  and  announce 
my  arrival  by  firing  signal  guns.  The  object  of  this  movement  was  to  take 
possession  of  the  river  as  soon  as  possible,  to  engage  the  enemy's  attention 
by  making  formidable  demonstrations  before  the  fort,  and  to  jn-event  it 
from  being  reenforced.  On  February  10th  the  CaroiKJehi  alone  (towed  In-  the 
transport  Alps)  proceeded  up  the  Cmnberland  River,  and  on  the  I'Jth  arrived 
a  few  miles  below  the  fort. 

Fort  Donelson  occupied  one  of  the  best  defensive  positions  on  the  river. 
It  was  built  on  a  bold  bluff  about  ll20  feet  in  height,  on  the  west  side  of  the 
river,  where  it  makes  a  slight  bend  to  the  eastward.  It  had  3  batteries, 
mounting  in  all  15  guns :  the  lower,  about  twenty  feet  above  the  water ;  tlve 
second,  al)out  fifty  feet  above  the  water;  the  third,  on  the  summit., I 

/The  armament  of  the  fort  consisted  of  "ten     Captain  Jacob   CuUiertsou,  with  Captains   Ross. 


32-pounder  guns  (two  of  them  ship  carronadesY 
one  8-inch  howitzer,  two  nondescript  D-pounders, 
one  1 0-inch  Columliiud.  and  one  ritinl  sun  throwing 
a  conical  shell  of  1  L'S  pounds."  The  garrison  was 
commanded  by  Colonel  J.  E.  Bailey,  the  artillery 
by  Captain  Joseph  Dixou,  and  after  his  death  by     siege."  ^Capt:lin  Culbertson's  report.) 
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Beaumont,  and  Bidwell  in  separate  command  of 
the  guns  of  the  lower  batteries.  Captain  Dixon 
was  killed  in  the  action  offhe  i;?th  with  the  (nroH- 
dili't  by  a  shot  which  distnoiinted  one  of  his  gnus  — 
"the  oidy  damage  done  to  the  batteries  during  the 

KniToRS. 
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Wlien  the  Carondelef,  her  tow  being  cast  off,  came  in  sight  of  the  fort  and 
proceeded  up  to  within  long  range  of  tlie  batteries,  not  a  hving  creature 
could  be  seen.  The  hills  and  woods  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  hid  part  of 
the  enemy's  formidable  defenses,  which  were  lightly  covered  with  snow ;  but 
the  black  rows  of  heavy  guns,  pointing  down  on  us,  reminded  me  of  the  dis- 
mal-looking sepulchers  cut  in  the  rocky  cliffs  near  Jerusalem,  but  far  more 
repulsive.  At  12 :  50  p.  m.,  to  unmask  the  silent  enemy,  and  to  announce  my 
arrival  to  General  Grrant,  I  ordered  the  bow-guns  to  be  fired  at  the  fort. 
Only  one  shell  feU  short.  There  was  no  response  except  the  echo  from  the 
hills.  The  fort  appeared  to  have  been  evacuated.  After  firing  ten  shells 
into  it,  the  Carondelet  dropped  down  the  river  about  three  miles  and  anchored. 
But  the  sound  of  her  guns  aroused  om-  soldiers  on  the  southern  side  of  the 
fort  into  action ;  one  report  says  that  when  they  heard  the  guns  of  the  acant- 
courrier  of  the  fleet,  they  gave  cheer  upon  cheer,  and  rather  than  permit  the 
sailors  to  get  ahead  of  them  again,  they  engaged  in  skirmishes  with  the  en- 
emy, and  began  the  battle  of  the  three  days  following.  On  the  Carondelet. we 
were  isolated  and  beset  with  dangers  from  the  enemy's  lurking  shari3-shooters. 

On  the  13th  a  dispatch  was  received  from  General  Grant,  informing  me 
that  he  had  arrived  the  day  before,  and  had  succeeded  in  getting  his  army  in 
position,  almost  entirely  investing  the  enemy's  works.  "  Most  of  our  bat- 
teries," he  said,  "  are  established,  and  the  remainder  soon  will  be.  If  you 
will  advance  with  your  gun-boat  at  10  o'clock  in  the  morning,  we  will  be 
ready  to  take  advantage  of  any  diversion  in  our  favor." 

I  immediately  complied  with  these  instructions,  and  at  9:05,  with  the 
Carondelet  alone  and  under  cover  of  a  heavily  wooded  point,  fired  139 
70-pound  and  64-pound  shells  at  the  fort.  We  received  in  return  the 
fire  of  all  the  enemy's  guns  that  could  be  brought  to  bear  on  the  Caron- 
delet^ which  sustained  but  little  damage,  except  from  two  shots.  One,  a 
128-pound  solid,  at  11 :  30  struck  the  corner  of  our  port  broadside  casemate, 
passed  through  it,  and  in  its  progress  toward  the  center  of  our  boilers 
glanced  over  the  temporary  barricade  in  front  of  the  boilers.  It  then  passed 
over  the  steam-di-imi,  struck  the  beams  of  the  upper  deck,  carried  away  the 
railing  around  the  engine-room  and  burst  the  steam-heater,  and,  glancing 
back  into  the  engine-room,  "  seemed  to  bound  after  the  men,"  as  one  of  the 
engineers  said,  "  like  a  wild  beast  pursuing  its  prey."  I  have  preserved  this 
baU  as  a  souvenir  of  the  fight  at  Fort  Donelson.  When  it  bui'st  through  the 
side  of  the  Carondelet,  it  knocked  down  and  wounded  a  dozen  men,  seven  of 
them  severely.  An  immense  quantity  of  splinters  was  blown  through  the 
vessel.  Some  of  them,  as  fine  as  needles,  shot  through  the  clothes  of  the 
men  like  arrows.  Several  of  the  wounded  were  so  much  excited  by  the  sud- 
denness of  the  event  and  the  sufferings  of  theii*  comrades,  that  they  were  not 
aware  that  they  themselves  had  been  struck  until  they  felt  the  blood  run- 
ning into  their  shoes.     Upon  receiving  this  shot  we  ceased  firing  for  a  while. 

After  dinner  we  sent  the  wounded  on  board  the  Alps,  repaired  damages, 
and,  not  expecting  any  assistance,  at  12:15  we  resumed,  in  accordance  with 
General  Grant's  request,  and  bombarded  the  fort  until  dusk,  when  nearly  all 
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our  10-inch  and  15-inch  sliells  were  expended.     The  firing  from  the  shore 
having  ceased,  we  retired. 

At  11:30  on  the  night  of  the  13th  Flag-Ofdcer  Foote  arrived  below  Fort 
Donelson  with  the  iron-elads  St.  Louis,  Louisville.,  and  Pittsburgh,  and  the 
wooden  gun-boats  Tyler  and  Conestoga.  On  the  14th  all  the  hard  materials 
in  the  vessels,  such  as  chains,  lumber,  and  bags  of  coal,  were  laid  on  the  upper 
decks  to  protect  them  from  the  plunging  shots  of  the  enemy.  At  3  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon  our  fleet  advanced  to  attack  the  fort,  the  Louisville  being  on  the 
west  side  of  the  river,  the  St.  Louis  (flag-steamer)  next,  then  the  Pittsbun/h 
and  Carondelet  on  the  east  side  of  the  river.  The  wooden  gun-boats  were 
about  a  thousand  yards  in  the  rear.  When  we  started  in  line  abreast  at  a 
moderate  speed,  the  Louisville  and  Pittsbun/h,  not  keeping  up  to  their  posi- 
tions, were  hailed  from  the  flag-steamer  to  "  steam  up."  At  3 :  30,  when  about 
a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  fort,  two  shots  were  fired  at  us,  both  falling  short. 
When  within  a  mile  of  the  fort  the  St.  Louis  opened  fire,  and  the  other  iron- 
clads followed,  slowly  and  deliberately  at  first,  but  more  rapidly  as  the  fleet 
advanced.  The  flag-oflicer  hailed  the  Carondelet,  and  ordered  us  not  to  fire 
so  fast.  Some  of  our  shells  went  over  the  fort,  and  almost  into  our  camp 
beyond.  As  we  drew  nearer,  the  enemy's  fire  greatly  increased  in  force  and 
eflieet.  But,  the  oflicers  and  crew  of  the  Carondelet  having  recently  been 
long  under  fire,  and  having  become  practiced  in  fighting,  her  gunners  were  as 
cool  and  composed  as  old  veterans.  We  heard  the  deafening  crack  of  the 
bursting  shells,  the  crash  of  the  solid  shot,  and  the  whizzing  of  fragments  of 
shell  and  wood  as  they  sped  through  the  vessel.  Soon  a  128-pounder  struck 
our  anchor,  smashed  it  into  flying  bolts,  and  bounded  over  the  vessel,  taking 
away  a  part  of  our  smoke-stack ;  then  another  cut  away  the  iron  boat-davits 
as  if  they  were  pipe-stems,  whereupon  the  boat  dropped  into  the  water. 
Another  ripped  up  the  iron  plating  and  glanced  over ;  another  went  through 
the  plating  and  lodged  in  the  heavy  casemate;  another  struck  the  pilot-house, 
knocked  the  plating  to  pieces,  and  sent  fragments  of  iron  and  splinters  into 
the  pilots,  one  of  whom  fell  mortally  wounded,  and  was  taken  below ;  another 
shot  took  away  the  remaining  boat-davits  and  the  boat  with  them;  and  still 
they  came,  harder  and  faster,  taking  flag-staft's  and  smoke-stacks,  and  tearing 
off  the  side  armor  as  lightning  tears  the  bark  from  a  tree.  Our  men  fought 
desperately,  but,  under  the  excitement  of  the  occasion,  loaded  too  hastily,  and 
the  port  rifled  gun  exploded.  One  of  the  crew,  in  his  account  of  the  exj^losion 
soon  after  it  occurred,  said:  "I  was  serving  the  gun  with  shell.  When  it 
exploded  it  knocked  us  all  down,  killing  none,  but  wounding  over  a  dozen  men 
and  spreading  dismay  and  confusion  among  us.  For  about  two  minutes  I  was 
stunned,  and  at  least  five  minutes  elapsed  before  I  could  tell  what  was  the 
matter.  Wlien  I  found  out  that  I  was  more  scared  than  hurt,  although  suffering 
from  the  gunpowder  which  I  had  inhaled,  I  looked  forward  and  saw  our  gun 
lying  on  the  deck,  split  in  three  pieces.  Then  the  cry  ran  through  the  boat 
that  we  were  on  fire,  and  my  duty  as  pump-man  called  me  to  the  pumps. 
While  I  was  there,  two  shots  entered  om*  bow-ports  and  killed  four  men  and 
wounded  several  others.     They  were  borne  past  me,  three  with  their  heads 
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off.  The  sight  ahnost  sickened  me,  and  I  tiii'iied  my  head  away.  Our  masters 
mate  came  soon  after  au<l  ordered  us  to  our  quarters  at  the  gun.  I  told  him 
the  gun  had  burst,  and  that  we  had  caught  fii-e  on  the  upper  deck  from  the 
enemy's  shell.  He  then  said:  'ISTever  mind  the  fii"e;  go  to  your  quarters.' 
Then  I  took  a  station  at  the  starljoard  tackle  of  another  rifled  bow-gun  and 
remained  there  until  the  close  of  the  fight."  The  carpenter  and  his  men  extin- 
guished the  flames. 

When  within  foui'  hundred  yards  of  the  fort,  and  while  the  Confederates 
were  running  from  their  lower  battery,  our  pilot-house  was  sti'uck  again  and 
another  pilot  wounded,  our  wheel  was  broken,  and  shells  from  the  rear  boats 
were  bursting  over  us.  All  four  of  oui*  boats  were  shot  away  and  cb-agging 
in  the  water.  On  looking  out  to  bring  our  broadside  guns  to  bear,  we  saw 
that  the  other  gun-boats  were  rapidly  falling  l:)ack  out  of  line.  The  Fittshiogh 
in  her  haste  to  turn  struck  the  stern  of  the  CaronrJeh't,  and  broke  oui-  star- 
board rudder,  so  that  we  were  obliged  to  go  ahead  to  clear  the  Pittshiofjli  and 
the  point  of  rocks  below.  The  pUot  of  the  St.  Louis  was  killed,  and  the  pUot 
of  the  Louisville  was  wounded.  Both  vessels  had  their  wheel-ropes  shot 
away,  and  the  men  were  prevented  from  steering  the  LouisiiUe  with  the 
tiUer-ropes  at  the  stern  by  the  shells  from  the  rear  boats  bui'sting  over  them. 
The  St.  Louis  and  Louisville,  becoming  unmanageable,  were  compelled  to 
drop  out  of  battle,  and  the  Pittshurc/h  followed ;  all  had  suffered  severely 
from  the  enemy's  fire.  Flag-Officer  Foote  was  wounded  while  standing  by 
the  pUot  of  the  St.  Louis  when  he  was  killed.  We  were  then  aliout  350  yards 
from  the  fort. 

There  was  no  alternative  for  the  Caroudelet  in  that  narrow  stream  but  to 
keep  her  head  to  the  enemy  and  fire  into  the  fort  with  her  two  bow-guns,  to 
prevent  it,  if  possible,  from  returning  her  fire  effectively.  The  enemy  saw 
that  she  was  in  a  manner  left  to  his  mercy,  and  concentrated  the  fire  of  all 
his  batteries  upon  her.  In  retui'n,  the  Carondelet\s  guns  were  well  served  to 
the  last  shot.  Om-  new  acting  gunner,  John  Hall,  was  just  the  man  for  the 
occasion.  He  came  forward,  offered  his  ser^-ices,  and  with  my  sanction  took 
charge  of  the  starboard-bow  rifled  gim.  He  instructed  the  men  to  obey  his 
warnings  and  follow  his  motions,  and  he  told  them  that  when  he  saw  a  shot 
coming  he  would  call  out  "  Down  "  and  stooji  behind  the  lireech  of  tlie  gun  as 
he  did  so ;  at  the  same  instant  the  men  were  to  stand  away  from  the  bow- 
ports.  Neai'ly  every  shot  from  the  fort  struck  the  bows  of  the  Caroudelct. 
Most  of  them  were  fired  on  the  ricochet  level,  and  could  be  plainly  seen  skip- 
ping on  the  water  before  they  struck.  The  enemy's  object  was  to  sink  the 
gun-boat  by  striking  her  just  below  the  water-fine.  They  soon  succeeded  in 
planting  two  32-pound  shots  in  her  bow,  between  wind  and  water,  which  made 
lier  leak  badly,  but  her  compartments  kept  her  from  sinking  xmtil  we  coidd 
jilug  up  the  shot-holes.  Three  shots  struck  the  starboard  casemating;  four 
struck  the  port  casemating  forward  of  the  rifle-gun ;  one  struck  on  the  star- 
boai'd  side,  between  the  water-line  and  plank-sheer,  cutting  through  the 
pla-nlving ;  six  shots  struck  the  pilot-house,  shattering  one  section  into  pieces 
and  cutting  through  the  iron  casing.     The  smoke-stacks  were  riddled. 
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THE  GUN  BOATS  AT  FOKT    DON  ELSON    (FEBRUARY  14,  1862)  - 

THE    LAND    ATTACK  IN    THE    DISTANCE. 

AFTER  A  SKETCH  ET  KEAR-ADMIRAL  WALKE. 


Our  gunners  kept  np  a  constant  firing 
while  we  were  falling  back ;  and  the  warn- 
ing words,  "Look  out!"  "Down!"  were 

often  heard,  and  heeded  by  nearly  all  the  gun-crews.  On  one  occasion,  while 
the  men  were  at  the  muzzle  of  the  middle  bow-gun,  loading  it,  the  warning- 
came  just  in  time  for  them  to  jmnp  aside  as  a  32-pounder  struck  the  lower 
sill,  and  glancing  up  struck  the  upjjer  sill,  then,  falling  on  the  inner  edge  of 
the  lower  sill,  bounded  on  deck  and  spun  around  like  a  top,  but  hurt  no  one. 
It  was  very  evident  that  if  the  men  who  were  loading  had  not  obeyed  the 
order  to  drop,  several  of  them  would  have  been  killed.  So  I  repeated  the 
instructions  and  wai-ned  the  men  at  the  guns  and  the  crew  generally  to  bow 
or  stand  off  from  the  ports  when  a  shot  was  seen  coming.  But  some  of  the 
young  men,  from  a  spirit  of  bravado  or  from  a  belief  in  the  doctrine  of  fatal- 
ism, disregarded  the  instructions,  saying  it  was  useless  to  attempt  to  dodge 
a  cannon-ball,  and  they  would  trust  to  luck.  The  warning  words,  "  Look 
out ! "  "  Down ! "  were  again  soou  heard ;  down  went  the  gTinner  and  his  men, 
as  the  whizzing  shot  glanced  on  the  gun,  taking  off  the  gunner's  cap  and  the 
heads  of  two  of  the  young  men  who  trusted  to  luck,  and  in  defiance  of  the 
order  were  standing  up  or  passing  behind  him.  This  shot  killed  another  man 
also,  who  was  at  the  last  gun  of  the  starboard  side,  and  disabled  the  gun.  It 
came  in  with  a  hissing  sound ;  three  sharp  spats  and  a  heavy  bang  told  the 
sad  fate  of  three  brave  comrades.  Before  the  decks  were  well  sanded,  there 
was  so  much  blood  on  them  that  om-  men  could  not  work  the  guns  without 
sUpping. 

We  kept  fii'ing  at  the  enemy  so  long  as  he  was  within  range,  to  prevent 
him  from  seeing  us  through  the  smoke. 
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The  ('arondelet  was  the  fii-st  in  and 
the  last  out  of  the  fight,  and  was  more 
damaged  than  any  of  the  other  gun- 
boats, as  the  boat-cai-penters  who  re- 
paired them  subsequently  informed 
me.  She  was  much  longer  under  fii-e 
than  any  other  vessel  of  the  flotilla; 
and,  according  to  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  XavA",  her  loss  in 
killed  and  wounded  was  nearly  twice 
as  gieat  as  that  of  all  the  other  gun- 
boats together.  She  fired  more  shot 
and  shell  into  Fort  Donelson  than 
any  other  gun-boat,  and  was  struck 
fifty-four  times.  These  facts  are  given 
because  a  disposition  was  shown  by 
coiTespondents  and  naval  histoiians 
to  ignore  the  ser^•ices  of  the  ('aron- 
delet on  this  and  other  occasions. 
In  the  action  of  the  1-lth  all  of  the 
armored  vessels  were  fought  with  the  gi-eatest  energy,  skiU,  and  com*age,  until 
disabled  by  the  enemy's  hea\'y  shot.  In  his  official  report  of  the  battle  the  flag- 
officer  said:  "  The  officers  and  men  in  this  hotly  contested  but  unequal  fight  be- 
haved with  the  greatest  gallantry  and  determination."  [For  losses,  see  p.  -429.]  J. 
Although  the  gun-boats  were  rej^ulsed  in  this  action,  the  demoralizing 
effect  of  their  cannonade,  and  of  the  hea%-y  and  weU-sustained  fire  of  the 
Carondelet  on  the  day  before,  must  have  lieen  very  gi'eat,  and  coutiibuted  in 
no  small  degree  to  the  successful  oi:)erations  of  the  army  on  the  following  day. 
After  the  battle  I  called  upon  the  flag-officer,  and  found  him  suffering 
from  his  wounds.  He  asked  me  if  I  could  liave  run  past  the  fort,  something 
I  should  not  liave  ventured  upon  -n-ithout  permission. 

The  15th  was  employed  in  the  bmial  of  our  slain  comrades.  I  read  the 
Episcopal  service  on  board  the  Carondelet^  under  our" flag  at  half-mast;  and 
the  sailors  bore  their  late  companions  to  a  lonely  field  within  the  shadows  of 
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%  From  the  report  of  Captain  B.  G.  Biilwell, 
"  the  only  officer  connected  with  tlie  heavy  batter- 
ies of  Fort  Donelson  who  was  fortunate  enough  to 
escape,"  we  take  this  account  of  the  engagement : 

"  All  was  quiet  until  the  evening  of  the  14th  (Friday), 
when  4  boats  caiuc  around  the  pniut,  arransert  thein- 
BClves  in  lino  of  battle,  and  advanee<l  slowly,  but  stead- 
ily, up  the  river  to  within  200  yards  of  iiiii'  battery,  and 
halted,  when  a  most  incessant  tire  was  kept  up  for 
some  time.  Wo  were  ordered  to  hold  our  fire  tuitil  they 
got  witliiu  ranse  of  onr  a2-poundera.  We  remained  pel'- 
fcctly  silent,  while  they  eanie  over  about  one  and  a  half 
miles,  pimriufj  a  Iu'!iv\-  tire  of  shot  nn<l  shell  upon  us  all 
tile  time.  Two  nnu'e  boats  t-ame  ari>und  the  jioiiit  and 
threw  shell  at  us.  Our  irumiers  were  inexperieneeii  and 
knew  very  little  of  the  tlrins  of  heavy  suns.  Tliey, 
however,  did  some  excellent  shooting.  The  rifled  Run 
was  disabled  by  the  i-iinimiii!;  of  a  e.-irtridiie  wliile  tile 
wire  was  ni  the  vent,  it  iM'ing  left  in  there  by  n  careless 


gunner,— being  bent,  it  coidd  not  1h>  got  out.— but  the 
two  center  boats  were  lioth  dis»ble<l,  the  left-center  (I 
think)  liy  a  ricochet  shot  entering  one  of  the  inirt-holes, 
which  are  tolerabl.v  large.  The  right-center  Iwat  was 
very  soon  injured  by  a  ball  striking  her  on  top.  and  also 
a  direct  shot  in  the  port  hole,  when  she  fell  back,  the 
two  flnnk  boats  closing  in  iH^hind  them  and  prottvling 
them  from  onr  Arc  in  retreat.  I  Ihlnk  these  two  werv 
not  seriously  in,iured.  They  must  have  ttrwl  near  two 
thousand  shot  and  shell  at  us.  Our  Odnmbiad  tin^l 
about  27  times,  the  rifled  gnn  very  few  time.*,  and  the 
32-pounders  about  4.<  or  .Vi  rounds  each.  A  great  many 
of  our  balls  took  elTeet,  being  well  ainieil.  I  am  confi- 
dent the  eltieieuey  of  the  gun-lioat  is  in  the  gun  it  carries 
rather  than  in  tin'  boat  itself.  We  can  whip  them  always 
if  our  nu'U  will  oidy  stand  to  their  guns.  Xot  a  man 
of  all  ours  was  hurt,  notwithstanding  they  tlin-w  gmiH> 
at  us.  Their  tin-  was  more  destructive  to  our  works  at 
2  nules  than  at  'JOfl  yards.  They  ovcr-flrod  us  rroni  that 
distance." 
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the  hills.  When  they  were  about  to  lower  the  fii'st  coffin,  a  Roman  CathoUc 
priest  appeared,  and  his  services  being  accepted,  he  read  the  prayers  for  the 
dead.  As  the  last  service  was  ended,  the  sound  of  the  battle  being  waged  by 
Greneral  Grant,  like  the  rumbhng  of  distant  thunder,  was  the  only  requiem 
for  our  departed  shipmates. 

On  Sunday,  the  16th,  at  dawn.  Fort  Donelson  siu-rendered  and  the  gun- 
boats steamed  up  to  Dover.  After  religious  services  the  Caroiulelet  proceeded 
back  to  Caii'o,  and  arrived  there  on  the  morning  of  the  17th,  in  such  a  dense  fog 
that  she  passed  below  the  town  unnoticed,  and  had  great  difficulty  in  finding 
the  landing.  There  had  been  a  report  that  the  enemy  was  coming  from 
Columbus  to  attack  Cairo  dmiug  the  absence  of  its  defenders ;  and  while  the 
Caroadelet  was  cautiously  feeling  her  way  back  and  blowing  her  whistle,  some 
people  imagined  she  was  a  Confederate  gun-boat  about  to  land,  and  made 
hasty  preparations  to  leave  the  place.  Our  announcement  of  the  victory  at 
Fort  Donelson  changed  then-  dejection  into  joy  and  exultation.  On  the  fol- 
lowing morning  an  order  congratulating  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Caroiidelet 
was  received  from  Flag-Officer  Foote. 

A  few  days  later  the  Carondelet  was  taken  up  on  the  ways  at  Mound 
City,  Ilhnois, —  six  or  seven  miles  above  Cairo  on  the  Ohio  River, —  for 
repairs ;  and  a  crowd  of  carpenters  worked  on  her  night  and  day.  After  the 
repaks  were  completed,  she  was  ordered  to  make  the  experiment  of  backing 
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up-sti-eam,  whicli  proved  a  laughable  failure.  She  would  sheer  from  one  side 
of  the  river  to  the  other,  aud  with  two  anchors  astern  she  could  not  be  held 
steady  euougii  to  fight  her  bow-guns  down-stream.  She  dragged  both  anchors 
alternately,  until  they  came  together,  and  the  experiment  faUed  completely. 

On  the  morning  of  the  23d  the  flag-officer  made  a  reconnoissauce  to  Colum- 
bus, Kentucky,  wdth  foiu-  g-un-boats  and  two  moi-tar-l>oats,  accompanied  by 
the  wooden  gim-boat  Cones-  fofja,  convoying  five  trans- 

ports.    The  fortifications  j  ,    •;*.-'-  looked    more   formidable 


than  ever.  The  enemy 
sent  up  a  transport 
was  said,  of  effect- 
ing an    exchange 


i^'-  .<-a^ 


fii'ed    two 
with    the 


guns,    and 
pretext,   it 


N;4r-^;'^,T' 


of  prisoners.  |  But 
at  that  time,  as  we 
learned  afterward  from 
a  credilile  source,  the  evac-  f, 
nation  of  the  fort  (which 
General  Grant's  successes  at 
Forts  Henry  and  Donelson  had  made  necessary)  was  going  on,  and  the  last 
raft  and  barge  loads  of  all  the  movable  munitions  of  war  were  descending 
the  river,  which,  with  a  large  quantity  previously  taken  away,  could  and 
would  have  been  captured  by  our  fleet  if  we  had  received  this  infonnation 
in  time.  On  the  4:th  of  March  another  reconnoissauce  in  force  was  made 
with  all  the  gun-boats  and  four  mortar-boats,  and  the  fortress  had  still  a  for- 
midable, life-like  appearance,  though  it  had  been  evacuated  two  days  before.  { 


|.  The  ostensible  object  was  a  request  to  permit 
the  families  of  officers  captured  at  Fort  Donelson 
to  pass  through  the  Union  lines.  The  request  was 
granted  on  the  following  day,  but  GeneraKieorjceW. 
Cullura(Genoral  llnlloi'k's 'chief  of  staffbuul  Fliii:- 
Offioer  Footo  ronioiistrated  with  General  Polk  for 
the  use  made  of  the  flag  of  truce. —  EniTOUs. 

i  On  the  ;!d  of  MarcJi  the  evacuated  works  had 
been  occupied  by  a  scoutinsr  party  of  the  'Jd  Illi- 
nois Cavalry,  sent  from  Padncah  by  Brisiadier- 
General  W.  T,  Shermau,  w'ho  had  succeeded  Briga- 


dier-General Grant  in  command  of  the  District  of 
Cairo  (February  14,  18l>2"i  on  the  assignment  of 
General  Grant  to  the  command  of  the  District  of 
West  Tennessee.  The  fact  of  the  occupation  was 
not  known  at  the  time  of  the  gnn-boat  reconnois- 
sauce, which  included  a  land  force  accompanied 
by  General  Sherman  and  by  Brigadier-Gfneral 
Cullum.  This  detachment  landed  and  took  formal 
possession.  In  his  report  of  the  occupation.  Gen- 
eral Cidlum  •■peaks  of  Cohimbus  as  '"the  Gibraltar 
of  the  West."    See  also  note,  p.  367. —  Editors. 
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On  the  5th  of  March,  while  we  were  desceudiug  the  Mississippi  in  a  dense 
fog,  the  flag-steamer  leading,  the  Confederate  gim-boat  Grampus,  or  Dare-devil 
JacJi,  the  sauciest  little  vessel  on  the  river,  suddenly  appeared  across  our  track 
and  "close  aboard."  She  stopped  her  engines  and  struck  her  colors,  and  we 
aU  thought  she  was  oiu's  at  last.  But  when  the  captain  of  the  Grampus  saw 
how  slowlj"  we  moved,  and  as  no  gTin  was  fired  to  bring  him  to,  he  started  off 
with  astonishing  speed  and  was  out  of  danger  before  the  flag-steamer  could 
fii'e  a  gun.  She  ran  before  us  yawing  and  flii'ting  about,  and  blowing  her 
alarm- whistle  so  as  to  announce  our  approach  to  the  enemy  who  had  now  re- 
tired to  Island  Number  Ten,  a  strong  position  sixty  miles  below  Columbus 
(and  of  the  latitude  of  Forts  Henry  and  Donelson),  where  General  Beaiu-egard, 
who  was  now  in  general  command  of  our  opponents,  had  determined  to  con- 
test the  possession  of  the  river. 

On  March  15th  the  flotilla  and  transports  continued  on  their  way  to  Island 
Number  Ten,  arriving  in  its  vicinity  about  nine  in  the  morning.  The  strong 
and  muddy  current  of  the  river  had  overflowed  its  banks  and  carried  away 
every  movable  thing.  Houses,  trees,  fences,  and  wi'ecks  of  aU  kinds  were 
being  swept  rapidly  down-stream.  The  twists  and  turns  of  the  river  near 
Island  Number  Ten  are  certainly  remarkable.  Within  a  radius  of  eight 
miles  from  the  island  it  crosses  the  boundary  hne  of  Kentucky  and  Tennessee 
three  times,  running  on  almost  every  point  of  the  compass.  We  were  greatly 
sm'prised  when  we  arrived  above  Island  Number  Ten  and  saw  on  the  bluffs 
a  chain  of  forts  extending  for  four  miles  along  the  crescent-formed  shore,  with 
the  white  tents  of  the  enemy  in  the  rear.  And  there  lay  the  island  in  the 
lower  corner  of  the  crescent,  with  the  side  fronting  the  Missouri  shore  lined 
with  heavy  ordnance,  so  trained  that  with  the  artiUery  on  the  opposite  shore 
almost  every  point  on  the  river  between  the  island  and  the  Missouri  bank 
could  be  reached  at  once  by  all  the  enemy's  batteries. 

On  the  17th  an  attack  was  made  on  the  upper  battery  by  all  the  iron-clads 
and  mortar-boats.  The  Benton  (flag-steamer),  lashed  between  the  Cincinnati 
and  St.  Louis,  was  on  the  east  side  of  the  river ;  the  Mound  City,  Carondelet, 
and  Pittsburgh  were  on  the  west  side ;  the  last,  however,  changed  her  position 
to  the  east  side  of  the  river  before  the  firing  began.  We  opened  fire  on  the 
upper  fort  at  1 :  20,  and  by  order  of  the  flag-officer  fli'ed  one  gun  a  minute. 
The  enemy  replied  promptly,  and  some  of  his  shot  struck  the  Benton,  but, 
owing  to  the  distance  from  which  they  were  fii-ed,  did  but  little  damage.  We 
silenced  all  the  guns  in  the  upper  fort  except  one.  During  the  action  one  of 
the  rifled  guns  of  the  St.  Louis  exploded,  killing  and  wounding  several  of  the 
gunners, — another  proof  of  the  truth  of  the  saying  that  the  guns  furnished 
the  Western  flotilla  were  less  destructive  to  the  enemy  than  to  ourselves. 

From  March  17th  to  April  4th  but  little  progress  was  made  in  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  Confederate  works  —  the  gun-boats  filing  a  few  shot  now  and 
then  at  long  range,  but  doing  little  damage.  The  mortar-boats,  however, 
were  daily  throwing  13-inch  bombs,  and  so  effectively  at  times  that  the 
Confederates  were  chiven  from  then*  batteries  and  compelled  to  seek  refuge 
in  caves  and  other  places  of  safety.      But  it  was  very  evident  that  the 
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great  object  of  the  expedition — the 
reduction  of  the  works  and  the  cai> 
tui-e  of  the  Confederate  forces — 
could  not  be  effected  by  the  gun-boats  alone,  owing  to  then-  mode  of 
structui'B  and  to  the  disadvantage  under  which  they  were  fought  in  the 
strong  and  rapid  cui-rent  of  the  Mississipi^i.  This  was  the  opinion  not  only 
of  naval  officers,  but  also  of  General  Pope  and  other  army  officei-s. 

On  the  23d  of  March  the  monotony  of  the  long  and  tedious  investment 
was  unfortunately  varied  in  a  very  singular  manner.  The  Carondrlt'f  being 
moored  nearest  the  enemy's  upper  fort,  under  several  large  cottonwood  trees, 
in  order  to  protect  the  mortar-boats,  suddenly,  and  without  warning,  two  of 
the  largest  of  the  trees  fell  across  her  deck,  mortally  Avounding  one  of  the 
crew  and  severely  wounding  another,  and  doing  great  damage  to  the  vessel. 
This  was  twelve  days  before  I  ran  the  gauntlet  at  Island  Number  Ten  with 
the  Carondelet. 

To  understand  fully  the  importance  of  that  adventm-e,  some  explanation 
of  the  military  situation  at  and  below  Island  Number  Ten  seems  necessary. 
After  the  evacuation  of  New  j\Iadiid,  which  (xeneral  Pope  had  forced  In- 
blockading  the  river  twelve  miles  below,  at  Point  Pleasant,  the  Confetierate 
forces  occupied  their  fortitied  positions  on  Island  Number  Ten  and  the  east- 
ern shore  of  the  Mississi]i]u,  where  they  were  cut  otf  by  imjvissable  swamps 
on  the  land  side.  Tliey  were  in  a  riil-dr-finc,  and  the  only  way  oj>en  for  them 
to  obtain  supplies  or  to  etfei't  a  retreat  was  by  the  river  south  of  Island 
Number  Ten.     General  Pope,  with  an  army  of  twenty  thousand  men,  was  on 
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the  western  side  of  the  river  below  the  island.  Pereei-\ang  the  defect  in  the 
enemy's  position,  he  proceeded  with  great  promptness  and  ability  to  take 
advantage  of  it.  It  was  his  intention  to  cross  the  river  and  attack  the  enemy 
from  below,  but  he  could  not  do  this  without  the  aid  of  a  gun-boat  to  silence 
the  enemy's  batteries  opposite  Point  Pleasant  and  protect  his  army  in  cross- 
ing. He  wi'ote  repeatedly  to  Flag-Ofticer  Foote,  urging  him  to  send  down  a 
gun-boat  past  the  enemy's  batteries  on  Island  Number  Ten,  and  in  one  of  his 
letters  expressed  the  behef  that  a  boat  could  pass  down  at  night  under  cover 
of  the  darkness.  Bu.t  the  flag-officer  invariably  declined,  saying  in  one  of  his 
letters  to  General  Pope  that  the  attempt  "  would  result  in  the  sacrifice  of  the 
boat,  her  officers  and  men,  which  sacrifice  I  would  not  be  justified  in  making." 

During  this  correspondence  the  bombardment  still  went  on,  but  was 
attended  "with  such  poor  results  that  it  became  a  subject  of  ridicule  among 
the  officers  of  Pope's  army,  one  of  whom  (Colonel  Grilmore,  of  ChiUicothe, 
Ohio)  is  reported  to  have  said  that  often  when  they  met,  and  inquiry  was 
made  respecting  the  operations  of  the  flotiUa,  the  answer  would  genei'ally  be : 
"  Oh !  it  is  still  bombarding  the  State  of  Tennessee  at  long  range."  And  a 
Confederate  officer  said  that  no  casualties  resulted  and  no  damage  was  sus- 
tained at  Island  Nimiber  Ten  from  the  fire  of  the  gun-boats. 

On  March  20th  Flag-Officer  Foote  consulted  his  commanding  officers, 
through  Commander  Stembel,  as  to  the  practicability  of  taking  a  gun-boat 
past  the  enemy's  forts  to  New  Madi'id,  and  all  except  myself  were  opposed 
to  the  enterprise,  beUeving  with  Foote  that  the  attemjDt  to  pass  the  batteries 
would  result  in  the  almost  certain  destruction  of  the  boat.  I  did  not  think 
so,  but  believed  with  General  Pope  that,  under  the  cover  of  darkness  and 
other  favorable  circumstances,  a  gun-boat  might  be  run  past  the  enemy's 
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batteries,  formida]:)le  as  they  were  with  nearly  fifty  guns.  And  although 
fully  aware  of  the  hazai'dous  nature  of  the  enterprise,  I  knew  tliat  the  aid  of 
a  gun-boat  was  aljsolutely  necessary  to  enable  (xeneral  Pope  to  succeed  in 
his  operations  against  the  enemy,  and  thought  the  importance  of  this  success 
would  justifiy  the  risk  of  running  the  gauntlet  of  the  batteries  on  Island 
Number  Ten  and  on  the  left  bank.  The  araiy  officers  were  becoming  impa- 
tient, and  it  was  well  known  that  the  Confederates  had  a  number  of  small 
gun-boats  below,  and  were  engaged  in  building  several  large  and  powerful 
vessels,  of  which  the  renowned  Arkansas  was  one.  And  there  was  good 
reason  to  apprehend  that  these  gun-boats  would  ascend  the  river  and  pass 
or  silence  Pope's  batteries,  and  relieve  the  Confederate  forces  on  Island 
Number  Ten  and  the  eastern  shore  of  the  Mississijjpi.  That  Pope  and 
Foote  apprehended  this,  appears  from  the  con-esiDondence  between  them.  ,i 

The  flag-officer  now  called  a  formal  council  of  war  of  all  his  commanding 
officers.  It  was  held  on  board  the  flag-steamer,  on  the  28th  or  29th  of  March, 
and  aU  except  myself  concurred  in  the  opinion  foiTnerly  expressed  that  the 
attempt  to  pass  the  batteries  was  too  hazardous  and  ought  not  to  be  made. 
When  I  was  asked  to  give  my  views,  I  favored  the  undertaking,  and  ad^^sed 
compliance  with  the  requests  of  G-eneral  Pope.  "WTien  asked  if  I  was  willing 
to  make  the  attempt  with  the  CarondeJet,  I  rephed  in  the  affii'mative.  Foote 
accepted  my  advice,  and  expressed  himself  as  greatly  relieved  from  a  heavy 
responsibihty,  as  he  had  determined  to  send  none  but  volunteers  on  an  expedi- 
tion which  he  regarded  as  perilous  and  of  very  doubtful  success. 

Having  received  written  orders  from  the  flag-officer,  under  date  of  March 
30th,  I  at  once  began  to  i^repare  the  Caroudelet  for  the  ordeal.  AU  the  loose 
material  at  hand  was  collected,  and  on  the  4th  of  April  the  decks  were  cov- 
ered with  it,  to  protect  them  against  plunging  shot.  Hawsers  and  chain 
cables  were  placed  around  the  pilot-house  and  other  vulnerable  parts  of  the 
vessel,  and  every  precaution  was  adopted  to  prevent  disaster.  A  coal-bai'ge 
laden  with  hay  and  coal  was  lashed  to  the  part  of  the  port  side  on  which 
there  was  no  iron  plating,  to  protect  the  magazine.  It  was  tnily  said  that 
the  Caronddet  at  that  time  resemliled  a  farmer's  wagon  prepared  for  mai- 
ket.  The  engineers  led  the  escape-steam,  through  the  pipes  aft.  into  the 
wheel-house,  to  avoid  the  puffing  soimd  it  made  wlien  blown  throiigh  the 
smoke-stacks. 

All  the  necessary  preparations  ha^^ng  lieen  made,  I  informed  the  flag-offi- 
cer of  my  intention  to  run  the  gauntlet  that  night,  and  received  his  approval. 
Colonel  N.  B.  Buford,  who  commanded  the  land  forces  temporarily  with  the 
flotilla,  assisted  me  in  preparing  for  the  trip,  and  on  the  night  of  the  -Ath 
brought  on  board  Captain  Hotteustein,  of  the  -l;2d  Illinois,  and  twenty-thi-ee 
sharp-shooters  of  his  command,  who  volunteered  their  ser\-ices,  which  wei"e 
gratefully  accepted.  Colonel  Buford  remained  on  board  until  the  last  moment, 
to  encourage  us.     1  informed  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  character  of  the 

\  Au  iuterestiug  ami  iraportaut  enterprise  in  to  complete  a  water-w.iv  for  the  Union  transports 
this  eampaigu  was  the  sawing  out,  under  great  across  Madrid  Beud.  See  paper  by  t'olonel  J.  W. 
difficulties,  of  a  channel,  twelve  miles  in  length.     Bissell  and  corrected  map,  page  -iOO. —  Editors, 
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undertaking,  and 
all  expressed  a 
readiness  to  nial<'- 
the  venture.  In  or- 
der to  resist  boari  1- 
ing  parties,  in  case 
of  being  disabled, 
the  sailors  were 
well  armed,  and 
pistols,  cutlasses, 
muskets,  board- 
ing-pikes, and 
hand-grenades 
were  within  reach. 
Hose  was  attached 
to  the  boilers  for 
throwing  scalding- 
water  over  any 
who  might  at- 
tempt to  board. 
If  it  should  be 
found  impossible 
to  save  the  vessel, 
it  was  designed  to 
sink  rather  than 
bm-n  her.  Dui-- 
ing  the  afternoon 
there  was  a  prom- 
ise of  a  clear, 
moonlight   night, 

and  it  was  determined  to  wait  mitil  the  moon  was  down,  and  then  to  make 
the  attempt,  whatever  the  chances.  Having  gone  so  far,  we  could  not  abandon 
the  project  without  an  effect  on  the  men  almost  as  bad  as  faihu'e. 

At  10  o'clock  the  moon  had  gone  down,  and  the  sky,  the  earth,  and  the 
river  were  alike  hidden  in  the  black  shadow  of  a  thunder-storm,  which  had 
now  spread  itself  over  all  the  heavens.  As  the  time  seemed  favorable,  I 
ordered  the  fii'st  master  to  cast  off.  Dark  clouds  now  rose  rapidly  over  us  and 
envelojjed  us  in  ahnost  total  darkness,  except  when  the  sky  was  lighted  up  by 
the  welcome  flashes  of  vi\'id  lightning,  to  show  us  the  j)erilous  way  we  were 
to  take.  Now  and  then  the  dim  outline  of  the  landscape  could  be  seen,  and 
the  forest  bending  under  the  roaring  storm  that  came  rushing  iip  the  river. 

With  oiu-  bow  pointing  to  the  island,  we  passed  the  lowest  point  of  land 
without  being  observed,  it  appears,  by  the  enemy.  AH  speed  was  given  to 
the  vessel  to  drive  her  thi'ough  the  tempest.  The  flashes  of  lightning  con- 
tinued with  frightful  brilliancy,  and  "  almost  every  second,"  wi-ote  a  corre- 
spondent,   "every  brace,  post,   and  outline   could  be    seen  with    startling 
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distinctness,  enshrouded  by  a  bluish 
white  glare  of  light,  and  then  her 
form  for  the  next  minnte  would  be- 
come merged  in  the  intense  darkness." 
When  opposite  Battery  No.  2,  on  tin- 
niainland,\  the  smoke-stacks  blazed 
up,  but  the  fire  was  soon  subdued.  It 
was  caused  by  the  soot  becoming  dry, 
as  the  escape-steam,  which  usually 
kept  the  stacks  wet,  had  been  sent 
into  the  wheel-house,  as  ah-eady  men- 
tioned, to  prevent  noise.  With  such 
Advid  lightning  as  prevailed  dm-ing 
the  whole  passage,  there  was  no  pros- 
pect of  escaping  the  \dgilance  of  the 
enemy,  but  there  was  good  reason  to 
hope  that  he  would  be  unable  to 
point  his  guns  acciu'ately.  Again 
the  smoke-stacks  took  fire,  and  were 
soon  put  out ;  and  then  the  roar  of 
the  enemy's  guns  began,  and  from 
Batteries  Nos.  2,  3,  and  4  on  the 
mainland  came  the  continued  crack 
and  scream  of  their  rifle-shells,  which 
seemed  to  unite  with  the  electric  bat- 
teries of  the  clouds  to  annihilate  us. 

While  nearing  the  island  or  some  shoal  point,  during  a  few  minutes  of 
total  darkness,  we  were  startled  by  the  order,  "  Hard  a-port ! ''  from  om- 
brave  and  skillful  pilot,  First  Master  William  E.  Hoel.  We  almost  gi-azed  the 
island,  and  it  appears  were  not  observed  thi'ough  the  stonn  until  we  were 
close  in,  and  the  enemy,  having  no  time  to  point  his  guns,  fii-ed  at  random. 
In  fact,  we  ran  so  near  that  the  enemy  did  not,  probalily  coiUd  not,  depress 
his  guns  sufficiently.  Wliile  close  under  the  lee  of  the  island  and  diu-iug  a 
lull  in  the  storm  and  in  the  firing,  one  of  om-  pilots  heard  a  Confederate  officer 
shout,  "  Elevate  yom'  guns  !  "  It  is  prolialile  that  the  ninzzlt^s  of  those  gims 
had  l)een  depressed  to  keep  the  rain  out,  and  that  the  officers  ordered  the  guns 
elevated  just  in  time  to  save  us  from  the  direct  fire  of  the  enemy's  hea%-iest 
fort ;  and  this,  no  doubt,  was  the  caiise  of  mu'  reniarkalile  escape. 


BRIGABIEB-CEN-EKAI.  W.  W.    MACKALL.    C.   S.   A..    IS 
(  OMMANt)  AT  ISLASD  XrjtBER  TEX.  TREVIorSLT 
ASSISTANT  ADJUTAXT-GENERAL   TO    GEN- 
ERAL ALBERT  SIDNEY  JOHNSTON. 
FROM    A    rHOTOGRAPH. 


\  Tlie  Coufederatti  land  batteries  above  Xew 
Madi'id  were  ten  in  number — five  on  the  eastern 
side  of  Island  Ntiinber  Ten  ;  foiu-  (Batteries  No.  ,">, 
4,  3,  and  2)  opposite  the  island  on  the  mainland, 
as  shown  on  the  map  (p.  437),  besides  Battery  No. 
t,  two  miles  above  the  island. —  EntTORs. 

Durin;;  the  dark  and  stormy  niijlU  of  .\pril  Ist 
Colonel  Georfje  W.  Roberts,  of  the  4'Jd  Illinois  Reg- 
iment, executed  a  brilliant  exploit.  Forty  picked 
men,  in  five  barges,  with  muffled  oars,  left  for  Bat- 


tery No.  1 .  They  pi-oeeeded  in  silence,  anii  wero  un- 
oliserved  until  within  a  few  rods  of  the  fort,  when  .•« 
flash  of  lightning  discovered  them  to  the  sentries, 
who  fired.  Our  men,  who  <iid  not  reply,  were  soon 
climbing  up  the  slippery  bai\k.  ami  in  three  min- 
utes more  the  six  guns  wei-e  spiked.  Colonel  Rob- 
erts himself  spiking  a  huge  SO-poumler  pivot-pun. 
Some  of  these  guns  had  been  previously  dismount- 
ed bv  our  fleet,  and  were  now  rendered  doubly  use- 
less.—H.  W. 
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Having  passed  the  principal  batteries,  we  were  greatly  relieved  from  sus- 
pense, patiently  endured,  however,  by  the  officers  and  ci'ew.  But  there  was 
another  formidable  obstacle  in  the  way — a  floating  battery,  which  was  the 
gi-eat  "war  elephant"  of  the  Confederates,  built  to  blockade  the  Mississippi 
permanently.  As  we  passed  her  she  fired  six  or  eight  shots  at  us,  but  without 
effect.  One  ball  struck  the  coal-barge,  and  one  was  found  in  a  bale  of  hay ; 
we  found  also  one  or  two  musket-bullets.  We  arrived  at  New  Madiid  about 
midnight  with  no  one  hurt,  and  were  most  joyfully  received  by  oui'  army. 
At  the  siiggestion  of  Paymaster  Nixon,  all  hands  "  spliced  the  main  brace." 

On  Sunday,  the  6th,  after  prayers  and  thanksgiving,  the  Carondelet,  with 
General  Gfordon  Granger,  Colonel  J.  L.  Kirby  Smith  of  the  43d  Ohio,  and 
Captain  Louis  H.  Marshall  of  General  Pope's  staff  on  board,  made  a  recon- 
noissanee  twenty  miles  down,  nearly  to  Tiptonville,  the  enemy's  forts  firing 
on  her  all  the  way  down.  We  returned  their  fire,  and  di'opped  a  few  shells 
into  their  camps  beyond.  On  the  way  back,  we  captui-ed  and  spiked  the  guns 
of  a  battery  of  one  32-pounder  and  one  24-pounder,  in  about  twenty-five  min- 
utes, opposite  Point  Pleasant.  Before  we  landed  to  spike  the  guns,  a  tall  Con- 
federate soldier,  with  cool  and  deliberate  courage,  posted  himself  behind  a 
large  cottonwood  tree,  and  repeatedly  fired  upon  us,  until  our  Illinois  sharp- 
shooters got  to  work  on  him  from  behind  the  hammock  nettings.  He  had 
two  rifles,  which  he  soon  dropped,  fleeing  into  the  woods  with  his  head  down. 
The  next  day  he  was  captured  and  brought  into  camp  at  Tiptonville,  with 
the  tip  of  his  nose  shot  off.  After  the  capture  of  this  battery,  the  enemy 
prepared  to  evacuate  his  positions  on  Island  Niunber  Ten  and  the  adja- 
cent shores,  and  thus,  as  one  of  the  historians  of  the  civil  war  says,  the 
Carondelet  struck  the  blow  that  secured  that  victory. 

Ketm-ning  to  New  Madrid,  we  were  instructed  by  General  Pope  to  attack 
the  enemy's  batteries  of  six  64-pounders  which  protected  his  rear ;  and  besides, 
another  gun-boat  was  expected.  The  Pittshinr/h  (Lieutenant-Commander 
Thompson)  ran  the  gauntlet  without  injury,  during  a  thunder-stoi'm,  at  2  in 
the  morning  of  April  7th,  and  arrived  at  5  o'clock ;  but  she  was  not  ready 
for  service,  and  the  Carondelet  attacked  the  principal  batteries  at  Watson's 
Landing  alone  and  had  nearly  silenced  them  when  the  Pittshurgh  came  up 
astern  and  fired  nearly  over  the  CarondeleVs  upper  deck,  after  she  and  the  Con- 
federates had  ceased  firing.  I  reported  to  General  Pope  that  we  had  cleared  the 
opposite  shores  of  the  enemy,  and  were  ready  to  cover  the  crossing  of  the 
river  and  the  landing  of  the  army.  Seeing  themselves  cut  off,  the  garrison  at 
Island  Number  Ten  surrendered  to  Foote  on  the  7th  of  April,  the  day  of  the 
Confederate  repulse  at  Shiloh.  The  other  Confederates  retreating  before 
Pope's  advance,  were  nearly  all  overtaken  and  captured  at  4  o'clock  on  the 
morning  of  the  8th ;  and  about  the  same  time  the  cavalry  under  Colonel  W.  L. 
Elliott  took  possession  of  the  enemy's  deserted  works  on  the  Tennessee  shore. 

The  result  of  General  Pope's  operations  in  connection  with  the  services 
of  the  Carondelet  below  Island  Number  Ten  was  the  capture  of  three  generals 
(including  General  W.  W.  Mackall,  who  ten  days  before  the  sui-render  had 
succeeded  General  John  P.  McCowu  in  the  command  at  Madrid  Bend),  over 
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5000  men,  20  i^ieees  of  heavy  artillery,  7000  stand  of  arms,  and  a  large  quan- 
tity of  ammunition  and  provisions,  without  the  loss  of  a  man  on  om*  side. 

On  the  12th  the  Beutou  (flag-steamer),  ^viih  the  C'niciiniafi,  Moitnd  Citt/, 
Cairo,  and  St.  Louis,  passed  Tiptonville  and  signaled  the  CaroudeUt  and  Pitfs- 
hurgJi  to  follow.  Five  Confederate  gun-boats  came  up  the  next  day  and 
offered  battle ;  but  after  the  exchange  of  a  few  shots  at  long  range  they  retu*ed 
down  the  river.  We  followed  them  all  the  way  to  Craighead's  Point,  where 
they  were  uuder  cover  of  their  fortifications  at  Fort  Pillow.  I  was  not  aware 
at  the  time  that  we  were  chasing  the  squacb'on  of  my  esteemed  shipmate  of 
the  U.  S.  Frigates  Cionhcrhuid  and  Mcrriniac,  Colonel  John  "W.  Dunniugton, 
who  afterward  fought  so  bravely  at  Arkansas  Post. 

On  the  l-4th  Grenei'al  Pope's  army  lauded  about  six  miles  aliove  Craighead's 
Point,  near  Osceola,  under  the  protection  of  the  gun-lioats.  "While  lie  was  pre- 
paring to  attack  Fort  Pillow,  Foote  sent  his  executive  officer  twice  to  me  on 
the  Caroiidch't  to  inquire  whether  I  woidd  undertake,  with  my  vessel  and  two 
or  three  other  gun-boats,  to  pass  below  the  fort  to  cooperate  with  General 
Pope,  to  which  inquiries  I  replied  that  I  was  ready  at  any  time  to  make  the 
attempt.  But  Pope  and  his  army  (with  the  exception  of  1500  nu^n)  were  or- 
dered away,  and  the  expedition  against  Fort  Pillow  was  abandoneil.  Between 
the  14th  of  April  and  the  lOtli  of  May  two  or  three  of  the  mortar-boats  were 
towed  down  the  river  and  moored  near  Craighead's  Point,  mth  a  giui-boat  to 
protect  them.  Tliey  w(>re  employed  in  throwing  13-inch  bombs  across  the 
point  into  Fort  Pillow,  two  miles  distant.  The  cTu^my  returned  our  bombard- 
ment with  vigor,  but  not  witli  nuich  accm-acy  or  (effect.  Several  of  their  bombs 
feU  near  the  gun-boats  when  we  were  three  miles  from  the  fort. 
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The  Confederate  fleet  called  the  "  River  Defense  "  havmg  been  reenforeed, 
they  determined  upon  capturing  the  mortar-boats  or  giving  us  battle.  On  the 
8th  three  of  their  vessels  came  to  the  point  fi"om  which  the  mortar-boats  had 
thrown  their  bombs,  but,  finding  none,  returned.  Foote  had  given  special 
orders  to  keeja  up  steam  and  be  ready  for  battle  any  moment,  day  or  night. 
There  was  so  much  illness  at  that  time  in  the  flotilla  that  about  a  third  of  the 
ofiicers  and  men  were  under  medical  treatment,  and  a  gi'eat  many  were  unfit 
for  duty.  Ou  the  9th  of  May,  at  his  own  request,  our  distiugTiished  com- 
mander-in-chief, Foote,  was  relieved  from  his  arduous  duties.  He  had  become 
very  much  enfeebled  from  the  womids  received  at  Fort  Donelson  and  from 
illness.  He  carried  with  him  the  sympathy  and  regrets  of  aU  his  command. 
He  was  succeeded  by  Flag-Ofificer  Charles  Henry  Davis,  a  most  excellent  officer. 

This  paper  would  not  be  complete  without  some  account  of  the  naval 
battles  fought  by  the  flotilla  immediately  after  the  retirement  of  Flag-Officer 
Foote,  under  whose  supervision  and  amid  the  greatest  embarrassments  it  had 
been  built,  organized,  and  equipped.  On  the  morning  of  the  10th  of  May  a 
mortar-boat  was  towed  down  the  river,  as  usual,  at  5  a.  m.,  to  bombard  Fort 
Pillow.  The  Cincinnati  soon  followed  to  jirotect  her.  At  6:35  eight  Con- 
federate rams  came  up  the  river  at  fuU  speed.  i:V  The  Carondelet  at  once 
prepared  for  action,  and  shpped  her  hawser  to  the  "  bare  end,"  ready  for 
orders  to  "  go  ahead."  No  officer  was  on  the  deck  of  the  Benton  (flag-steamer) 
except  the  pilot,  Mr.  Birch,  who  informed  the  flag-officer  of  the  situation,  and 
passed  the  order  to  the  Carondelet  and  Pittshurgh  to  proceed  without  waiting 
for  the  flag-steamer.  General  signal  was  also  made  to  the  fleet  to  get  under 
way,  but  it  was  not  visible  on  account  of  the  light  fog. 

The  Carondelet  started  immediately  after  the  first  verbal  order ;  the  others, 
for  want  of  steam  or  some  other  cause,  were  not  ready,  excejat  the  Mound 
City,  which  put  oft'  soon  after  we  were  fairly  on  our  way  to  the  rescue  of  the 
Cincinnati.  We  had  proceeded  about  a  mile  before  our  other  giin-boats  left 
their  moorings.  The  rams  were  advancing  rajaidly,  and  we  steered  for  the 
leading  vessel,  Genercd  Bragg,  a  brig-rigged,  side-wheel  steam  ram,  far  in 
advance  of  the  others,  and  apparently  intent  on  striking  the  Cincinnati.  When 
about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  General  Bragg,  the  Carondelet  and 
Mound  City  fired  on  her  with  their  bow-guns,  until  she  struck  the  Cincinnati 
on  the  starboard  quarter,  making  a  gi'eat  hole  in  the  shell-room,  through 
which  the  water  poured  with  resistless  force.  The  Cincinnati  then  retreated 
up  the  river  and  the  Genercd  Bragg  drifted  down,  evidently  disabled.  The 
General  Price,  following  the  example  of  her  consort,  also  rammed  the  Cincin- 
nati. We  fired  oui-  bow-g-uns  into  the  Genercd  Price,  and  she  backed  off, 
disabled  also.  The  Cincinnati  was  again  struck  by  one  of  the  enemy's  rams, 
the  General  Sumter.  Having  pushed  on  with  all  speed  to  the  rescue  of  the 
Cincinnati,  the  Carondelet  passed  her  in  a  sinking  condition,  and,  rounding  to, 
we  fii'ed  oui'  bow  and  starboard  broadside  guns  into  the  retreating  General 
Bragg  and  the  advancing  rams.  General  Jeff.  Thompson,  General  Beauregard, 

ii  The  mortar-boat,  No.  16,  which  was  the  first  object  of  attack,  was  defended  with  great  spirit  by 
Actiufc-Master  Gregory,  who  fired  his  mortar  eleven  times,  reducing  the  charge  and  diminishing  the 
elevation.     (See  cut,  p.  450.) — Editors. 
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and  General  Lorell.  Heading  up-stream,  close  to  a  shoal,  the  Carondelet 
brought  her  port  broadside  guns  to  bear  on  the  Sumter  and  Prirr-,  which  were 
di'opping  down-stream.    At  this  crisis  the  Ian  Lorn  and  Little  Hehel  had  run 

above  the  Carondelet ;  Xha  Lraf/g,  Jeff. 
Thompson,  Beauregard,  and  Lovell 
were  below  her.  The  last  three,  com- 
ing up,  fired  into  the  Carondelet ;  she 
retiu'ned  their  fire  with  her  stenj- 
guns ;  and,  while  in  this  jiosition,  I 
ordered  the  port  lifled  50-poundei- 
Dahlgi'en  gun  to  be  leveled  and  fired 
at  the  center  of  the  Sumter.  The  shot 
stmck  the  vessel  Just  foi-ward  of  her 
Avheel-house,  and  the  steam  instantly 
poui"ed  out  from  her  ports  and  all 
parts  of  her  casemates,  and  we  saw 
her  men  running  out  of  them  and  fall- 
ing or  lying  down  on  her  deck.  None 
of  oui'  giiu-boats  had  yet  come  to  the 
assistance  of  the  Carondelet.  The  Ben- 
ton and  Pitfshxrf/li  had  probaldy  gone 
to  aid  the  Cincinnati,  and  the  St. 
Louis  to  relieve  the  Mound  Citi/,  which 
had  been  badly  rammed  by  the  Van 
Lorn.  The  smoke  at  this  time  was  so 
dense  that  we  could  hardly  distinguish  the  gun-boats  above  us.  The  upper 
deck  of  the  Carondelet  was  swept  with  grape-shot  and  fragments  of  broken 
shell ;  some  of  the  latter  were  picked  up  by  one  of  the  shaiiJ-shooters,  who 
told  me  they  were  obliged  to  lie  down  under  shelter  to  save  themselves  from 
the  grape  and  other  shot  of  the  Fittshun/ti  above  us,  and  from  the  shot  and 
broken  shell  of  the  enemy  below  us.  AMiy  some  of  our  gim-1  loats  did  not  fii-e 
into  the  I'an  Dorn  and  Little  Lehel  while  they  were  above  the  Carondelet, 
and  prevent  their  escape,  if  possible,  I  never  could  make  out.  J 

As  the  smoke  rose  we  saw  that  the  enemy  was  retreating  rapidly  and  in 
gi'eat  confusion.  The  Carondelet  dropped  down  to  within  half  a  mile  above 
Craighead's  Point,  and  kept  up  a  continual  fire  upon  their  vessels,  which  were 
very  much  hiiddled  together.  Wlien  they  were  nearly,  if  not  quite,  beyond 
gunshot,  th(^  Bent 0)1,  ha\-ing  raised  sufficient  steam,  came  down  and  passed 
the  Carondelet ;  but  the  Confedei'ates  were  under  tlie  protection  of  Fort  Pil- 
low l)efore  the  Benton  could  reach  them.  Our  fleet  retiirned  to  Phnn  Point, 
except  the  Carondelet,  which  drc^pped  her  anchor  on  the  battle-field,  two 
miles  or  more  below  the  point,  and  remained  there  two  days  on  voluntary 

J  Flag-Officer  Pavis  says  in  his  report :  "All  of  so  disproportionate  to  the  bulk  of  the  vessels  that 

these  vessels  might  easily  have  been  eaptiired  if  they  can  aeoomplish   but  little  beyond  overt'om- 

we  had  possessed  the  means  of  towiug  them  out  lug  the  str>ngtli  of  the  current,  even  when  unin- 

of  action ;  but  the  steam-power  of  our  gun-boats  is  cumbered." —  Editors. 
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guard  duty.  This  engagement  was  sharp,  but  not  decisive.  From  the  first  to 
the  last  shot  fired  by  the  Carondelet,  one  hour  and  ten  minutes  elapsed.  After 
the  battle,  long-range  firing  was  kept  up  until  the  evacuation  of  Fort  Pillow. 

On  the  25th  seven  of  Colonel  Ellet's  rams  arrived, — a  useful  acquisition  to 
oui'  fleet.  Dui'ing  the  afternoon  of  June  4th  heavy  clouds  of  smoke  were 
observed  rising  from  Fort  Pillow,  followed  by  explosions,  which  continued 
tlu"ough  the  night ;  the  last  of  which,  much  greater  than  the  others,  lit  up 
the  heavens  and  the  Chickasaw  Ijluffs  with  a  brilliant  light,  and  convinced 
us  that  this  was  the  parting  salute  of  the  Confederates  before  leaving  for  the 
lower  Mississippi.  At  dawn  next  morning  the  fleet  was  all  astir  to  take  pos- 
session of  Fort  Pillow,  the  flag-steamer  leading.  We  foiind  the  casemates, 
magazines,  and  breastworks  blown  to  atoms. 

On  our  way  to  Memphis  the  enemy's  steamer  Sovereign  was  intercepted  by 
one  of  our  tugs.  She  was  run  ashore  by  her  crew,  who  attempted  to  blow 
her  up,  but  were  foiled  in  their  purpose  by  a  boy  of  sixteen  whom  the  enemy 
had  pressed  into  ser^dce,  who,  after  the  abandonment  of  the  vessel,  took  tlie 
extra  weights  from  the  safety-valves,  opened  the  fii'e-doors  and  flue-caps, 
and  put  water  on  the  fires,  and,  having  procured  a  sheet,  signaled  the  tug, 
which  came  up  and  took  possession.  It  may  be  proper  to  say  that  on  oui- 
way  down  the  river  we  respected  private  property,  and  did  not  assail  or 
molest  any  except  those  who  were  in  arms  against  us. 

The  morning  of  the  6th  of  June  we  fought  the  battle  of  Memphis,  which 
lasted  one  houi"  and  ten  minutes.  It  was  begun  by  an  attack  upon  our  fleet  bj^ 
the  enemy,  whose  vessels  were  in  double  Hne  of  battle  opposite  the  city.  We 
were  then  at  a  distance  of  a  mile  and  a  half  or  two  miles  above  the  city.  Their 
fire  continued  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour-,  when  the  attack  was  promptly  met  by 
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two  of  our  ram  squadron,  the  Qnroi  of  the  West  (Colonel  Charles  Ellet)  lead- 
ing, and  the  Monarch  (Lieutenant-Colonel  A.  W.  Ellet,  younger  In-other  of  the 
leader).  These  vessels  fearlessly  dashed  ahead  of  our  gun-boats,  ran  for  the 
enemy's  fleet,  and  at  the  first  plunge  succeeded  in  sinking  one  vessel  and  dis- 
abling another.  The  astonished  Confederates  received  them  gallantly  and 
effectively.  The  Queen  of  the  West  and  Monarch  were  followed  in  line  of  battle 
by  the  gun-l;)oats,  under  the  lead  of  Flag-Ofiicer  Da\"is,  and  all  of  them  opened 
fire,  which  was  continued  from  the  time  we  got  lAnthiu  good  range  until  the 
end  of  the  battle — two  or  three  tugs  keeping  all  the  while  a  safe  distance  astern. 
The  Queen  of  the  West  was  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in  advance  of  the  Monarch, 
and  after  having  rammed  one  of  the  enemy's  fleet,  she  was  badly  rammed 
by  the  Beauref/ard,  which  then,  in  company  with  the  General  Price,  made  a 
dash  at  the  Monarcli  as  she  approached  them.  The  Beaiircfiard,  however, 
missed  the  Monarch  and  struck  the  General  rrice  instead  on  her  port  side, 
cutting  her  down  to  the  water-line,  tearing  off  her  wheel  instantly,  and 
placing  her  hors  de  combat.  The  Monarch  then  rammed  the  Beaiiretjard, 
which  had  been  several  times  raked  fore  and  aft  by  the  shot  and  shell  of 
om-  iron-clads,  and  she  quickly  sank  in  the  river  opposite  ^lemphis.  The 
General  Lorell,  after  having  been  badly  rammed  liy  the  Queen  of  the  West, 
was  struck  by  oxir  shot  and  shell,  and,  at  alunit  the  same  time  and  place 
as  the  Beauregard,  sank  to  the  bottom  so  suddenly  as  to  take  a  consider- 
able number  of  her  officers  and  crew  (\o\n\  witli  her,  the  otliei"s  being  sjived 
by  small  boats  and  oiu-  tugs.     The  Price,  Little  Bchcl  (with  a  shot-hole 


THE  WESTERN  FLOTILLA. 


4=>i 


through  her  steam-chest),  and  our  Queen  of  the  West.,  all  disabled,  were  run 
on  the  Arkansas  shore  opposite  Memphis ;  and  the  Monarch  afterward  ran 
into  the  Little  Rebel  just  as  our  tieet  was  passing  her  in  piu'suit  of  the 
remainder  of  the  enemy's  fleet,  then  retreating  rapidly  down  the  river.  The 
Jeff.  Thompson,  below  the  point  and  opposite  President's  Island,  was  the  next 
boat  disabled  by  our  shot.  She  was  run  ashore,  bm-ned,  and  blown  up.  The 
Confederate  ram  Sumter  was  also  disabled  by  oui"  shell  and  captured.  The 
Bragg  soon  after  shared  the  same  fate  and  was  run  ashore,  where  her  officers 
abandoned  her  and  disappeared  in  the  forests  of  Arkansas.  All  the  Con- 
federate rams  which  had  been  run  on  the  Arkansas  shore  were  captured. 
The  Van  Born,  haviug  a  start,  alone  escaped  down  the  river.     The  rams 


THE    BATTLE    OF    MEMPHIS   (JUNE  6,   1862),    LOOKING    SOUTH.      AFTER    A    DRAWING    BY    REAK-AllMIRAL  WALKE. 

Monarch  and  Switzerland  were  dispatched  in  pursuit  of  her  and  a  few  trans- 
ports, but  returned  without  overtaking  them,  although  they  eajitiu'ed  another 
steamer.  J, 

The  scene  at  this  battle  was  rendered  most  sublime  by  the  desperate  nature 
of  the  engagement  and  the  momentous  consequences  that  followed  very 
speedily  after  the  first  attack.  Thousands  of  people  crowded  the  high  bluffs 
overlooking  the  river.  The  roar  of  the  cannon  and  shell  shook  the  houses  on 
shore  on  either  side  for  many  miles.  First  wild  yells,  shrieks,  and  clamors, 
then  loiid,  despairing  murmurs,  filled  the  affrighted  city.  The  screaming, 
plunging  shell  crashed  into  the  boats,  blowing  some  of  them  and  their  crews 
into  fragments,  and  the  rams  rushed  upon  each  other  like  wild  beasts  in 

3^  See  paper  on  "  Ellet  and  his  Steam-rams  at  Memphis,"  page  453. — Editors. 
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deadly  conflict.  Bliudiug  smoke  hov- 
ered about  the  scene  of  all  this  con- 
fusion and  horror ;  and,  as  the  Ijattle 
jn-ogi-essed  and  the  Confederate  fleet 
was  desti'oyed,  all  the  cheering  voices 
on  shore  were  silenced.  When  the  last 
hope  of  the  Confederates  gave  way,  the 
lamentations  which  went  up  from  the 
spectators  were  like  cries  of  anguish. 

Boats  were  put  off  from  oui-  vessels 
to  save  as  many  lives  as  possible.  Xo 
serious  injm'y  was  received  by  any 
one  on  board  the  United  States  fleet. 
Colonel  Ellet  received  a  pistol-shot  in 
the  leg;  a  shot  stiaick  the  C'aroudelet 
ui  the  bow,  broke  up  her  anchor 
and  anchor-stock,  and  fi-agments  were 
scattered  over  her  deck  among  her 
officers  and  crew,  wounding  slightly 
Acting-Master  Gibson  and  two  or  thi'ee 
others  who  were  standing  at  the  time 
on  the  forward  deck  with  me.  The 
hea^-y  timber  which  was  siLspended  at 
the  water-line,  to  protect  the  boats  from 
the  Confederate  rams,  greatly  impeded  our  progi-ess,  and  it  was  therefore 
cut  adrift  from  the  Caroudelet  when  that  vessel  was  in  chase  of  the  Bragg 
and  Sumter.  The  latter  had  just  landed  a  number  of  her  officers  and  crew, 
some  of  whom  were  emerging  from  the  bushes  along  the  bank  of  the  river, 
unaware  of  the  Carondclefs  proximity,  when  I  hailed  them  tlu'ough  a  ti'imi- 
pet,  and  ordered  them  to  stop  or  be  shot.  They  obeyed  immediately,  and  by 
my  orders  were  taken  on  board  a  tug  and  delivered  on  the  Benton. 

General  Jeff.  Thomiison,  noted  in  partisan  or  border  warfare,  having  sig- 
nalh'  failed  with  those  rams  at  Fort  Pillow,  now  resigned  them  to  then* 
fate.  It  was  said  that  he  stood  liy  his  horse  watching  the  struggle,  and  seeing 
at  last  his  rams  all  gone,  captured,  sunk,  or  Inirned,  he  exclaimed,  philosoph- 
ically, "  They  are  gone,  and  I  am  going,"  mounted  his  horse,  and  disajijieared. 
An  enormous  amount  of  property  was  captured  by  our  squadron  ;  and.  in 
addition  to  the  Confederate  fleet,  we  captiired  at  Memphis  six  large  Missis- 
sippi steamers,  each  marked  "  C.  S.  ^V."  We  also  seized  a  large  quantity  of 
cotton  in  steamers  and  o\\  shore,  and  the  jn'operty  at  the  Confederate  Navy 
Yard,  and  caused  the  destruction  of  the  Tcuncssee.,  a  large  steam-ram,  on  the 
stocks,  which  was  to  have  been  a  sister  ship  to  the  renowned  Arknn-^as. 
About  one  hundred  Confederates  were  killed  and  wounded  and  one  hundreii 
and  fifty  captured.  Cliief  of  all  results  of  the  work  of  the  flotilla  was  the 
opening  of  tlie  Mississipjti  Ri\er  once  for  all  from  Cairo  to  Memphis,  and  the 
complete  possession  of  Western  Tennessee  by  the  Union  forces. 


BBI6ADIEE-GENERAL  JI.    JEFF.    THOMPSON. 
FEOM    A    PHOIOGKAI'H. 


ELLET   AND    HIS    STEAM-RAMS    AT    MEMPHIS. 

BY  ALFRED  W.  ELLET,  BRIGADIf:R-GENER  AL,  U.  S.  V.  4- 


ON  the  8th  of  March,  1862,  oeeuiTed  the  memorable  catastrophe  at  Hamp- 
ton Roads.  The  possibility  of  such  a  disaster  had  been  repeatedly  urged 
in  warning  terms  by  a  gentleman  who  had  vainly  endeavored  to  avert  it.  I 
refer  to  the  late  eminent  civil  engineer,  Charles  Ellet,  Jr.,  the  inventor  of  the 
steam-ram  as  a  vehicle  of  war  destruction.  On  the  6th  of  February,  1862, 
Mr.  Ellet  wi*ote  in  a  pamphlet  as  follows : 

"  It  is  not  generally  known  that  the  rebels  now  have  five  steam-rams  nearly  ready  for  use.  Of 
these  five,  two  are  on  the  lower  Mississippi,  two  are  at  Mobile,  and  one  is  at  Norfolk.  The 
last  of  the  five,  the  one  at  Norfolk,  is  doubtless  the  most  formidable,  being  the  United  States 
steam-frigate  Merrimac,  which  has  been  so  strengthened  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  rebels,  it 
may  be  used  as  a  ram.  But  we  have  not  yet  a  single  vessel  at  sea,  nor,  so  far  as  I  know,  in 
course  of  construction,  able  to  cope  at  all  with  a  well-built  ram.  If  the  Merrimac  is  permitted 
to  escape  from  Elizabeth  Eiver,  she  will  be  almost  certain  to  commit  great  depredations  on  our 
armed  and  unarmed  vessels  in  Hampton  Roads,  and  may  even  be  expected  to  pass  out  under 
the  guns  of  Fortress  Monroe  and  prey  upon  our  commerce  in  Chesapeake  Baj'.  Indeed,  if  the 
alterations  have  been  skiUfidly  made,  and  she  succeeds  in  getting  to  sea,  she  will  not  only  be  a 
terrible  scourge  to  our  commerce,  but  may  prove  also  to  be  a  most  dangerous  visitor  to  our 
blockading  squadrous  off  the  harbors  of  the  southern  coasts.  I  have  attempted  to  caU  the 
attention  of  the  Navy  Department  and  the  country  so  often  to  this  subject  during  the  last  seven 
years,  that  I  almost  hesitate  to  allude  to  it  again  ;  and  I  would  not  do  so  here  but  that  I  think 
the  danger  from  these  tremendous  engines  is  very  imminent  btit  not  at  all  appreciated.   Experience, 

4.  After  the  death  of  Colonel  Ellet,  the  command  of  the  ram-fleet  was  conferred  upon  the  writer,  by 
order  of  the  Secretary  of  War. — Editors. 
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derived  from  accidental  collisions, 
shows  that  a  vessel  struck  in  the  waist 
hiy  a  steam-ram  at  sea  will  go  down 
almost  instantaneously,  and  involve, 
as  has  often  happened,  the  loss  of 
nearly  all  on  board." 

Upon  the  startling  verifica- 
tion of  his  neglected  admoni- 
tions afforded  by  the  Mirrimar, 
Mr.  Ellet  was  called  to  the  War 
Department,  and,  after  a  short 
conference  with  Secretary 
Stanton,  was  given  authority 
to  purchase,  refit,  man,  and 
command,  with  the  rank  of 
colonel,  any  number  of  vessels 
deemed,  in  his  judgment,  neces- 
sary to  meet  and  defeat  the 
fleet  of  iron-dad  rams  then 
known  to  be  in  process  of  con- 
struction on  the  lower  Missis- 
sippi River. 

Never  was  work  more  promptly  or  more  effectually  pert'oiTaed.  Colonel 
Ellet  purchased  a  number  of  steamboats  at  different  points  on  the  Ohio  Biver, 
the  best  he  could  find  in  the  short  time  at  his  disposaL  He  took  some  old 
and  nearly  worn-out  boats,  strengthened  their  hulls  and  bows  with  heavy 
timbers,  raised  Ijulkheads  of  timl jer  around  the  boilers,  and  started  them  down 
the  river  to  Cairo  as  fast  as  they  could  be  got  off  the  ways.  They  were  the 
Dkh  Fulton^  Lni/casfer,  Lioness,  Miiif/o,  Monarcli,  Qkccii  of  the  West,  Samson, 
Sivitzerland,  and  T.  D.  Horner. 

While  the  work  was  progressing,  and  before  any  (Uie  of  the  rams  was  nearly 
completed,  information  Avas  received  that  the  Confederate  fleet  had  come  out 
from  under  the  batteries  of  Fort  Pillow,  had  attacked  our  fleet  of  gun-boats 
Ijdng  near  Craighead's  Point,  and  had  disabled  two  of  them.  [  Colonel 
Ellet  received  most  urgent  telegrams  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  huny 
the  rams  forward  at  the  earliest  possible  moment.  In  consequence  of  these 
demands,  five  of  them  were  immediately  dispatched  down  the  river  under  my 
command,  work  upon  them  lieing  continued  as  they  proceeded  and  for  several 
days  after  their  arrival  at  Fort  Pillow.  The  other  rams  followed,  and  about 
the  25th  of  May  Colonel  Ellet  joined  the  fleet  on  board  the  Snitzerland,  and 
the  ram-fleet  was  now  ready  for  action. 

Colonel  Ellet  at  once  conferred  with  Flag-Olficer  Charles  11.  Davis  on  the 
propriety  of  passing  Fort  Pillow,  and  engaging  tlie  enemy's  fleet  wherever 
found.  Flag-Otfioer  Davis  did  not  approve  the  i>lan  suggested,  but  offered 
no  objection  to  Colonel  EUet's  trying  the  experiment.     Accordingly,  imme- 


^Tlio  I'iiiriiiiKiti  :iiul  tlio  Momirl  Citji.    See  \>age  4-17. — Editors, 
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diate  preparations  were  begun  for  running  the  batteries  with  the  entire  ram- 
fleet.  During  this  period  of  preparation,  constant  watch  was  kept  upon 
the  fort  and  the  enemy's  fleet.  On  the  night  of  the  4th  of  June  I  crossed  the 
timber  point  in  front  of  the  fort,  and  reported  to  the  colonel  commanding 
my  conviction  that  the  fort  was  being  evacuated.  About  2  o'clock  in  the 
morning  I  obtained  permission,  with  many  words  of  caution  from  Colonel 
EUet,  to  run  down  opposite  the  fort  in  a  yawl  and,  after  lying  oft'  in  order  to 
become  assiu-ed  that  the  place  was  abandoned,  to  land,  with  the  assurance 
that  the  rams  would  follow  in  case  my  yawl  did  not  retm-n  before  daylight. 


CLOSE    OF   THE    BATTLE    OF  MEMPHIS,   JUNE  6,   1882  (LOOKING  NOKTH). 
AFTER  A  DRAWING  EV  REAR-ADMIRAL  WALKE. 

I  landed  with  my  little  band,  only  to  find  the  fort  entirely  deserted ;  and  after 
l^lanting  the  National  colors  upon  the  ruins  of  one  of  the  maga,zines,  we  sat 
down  to  wait  for  the  coming  of  daylight  and  the  rams.  They  came,  followed 
by  the  entire  fleet,  and  after  a  short  stoj^  all  proceeded  down  the  river,  the 
rams  taking  the  lead,  to  Fort  Randolph,  where  they  delayed  long  enough  to 
plant  the  National  flag  and  to  examine  the  abandoned  fortifications,  the  gun- 
boats at  this  point  taking  the  advance.  J 

After  leaving  Fort  Randolph  the  ram-fleet  proceeded  without  incident  to 
within  about  twenty-five  miles  of  Memphis,  where  they  all  rounded  to  and 

^  The   advance  of   Halleek  upon  Coriuth   after  the  river  above  Memphis.     Fort  Pillow  and  Fort 

Shiloh,  and  its  evacuation  on  May  30th,  gave  the  Randolph  were  thus  made  untenable  (just  as  Co- 

Union    forces    possession    of    the   Memphis   and  lumbus  had  become  untenable  after  the  fall  of  Forts 

Charleston  railroad,  broke  the  second  line  of  Con-  Henry  and  Donelsoii  on  the  Confederate  iirst  line 

federate  defense,  and  turned  all  the  positions  on  of  defense)  and  hence  were  evacuated. — Editors. 
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tied  up  for  the  night,  with  orders  of  sailing  issued  to  each  commander ;  instruc- 
tions to  be  ready  to  round  out  at  the  signal  from  the  flag-ship,  and  that  "  each 
boat  should  go  into  the  anticipated  fight  in  the  same  order  they  maintained 
in  saihng."  At  the  first  dawn  of  day  (June  6th)  the  fleet  moved  down  the  river, 
and  at  sunrise  the  flag-shii^  roimded  the  bend  at  "  Paddy's  Hen  and  Chickens," 
and  immediately  after  came  in  sight  of  the  Federal  gun-boats  anchored  in 
hue  across  the  river,  about  a  mile  above  Memphis.  Colonel  Ellet  promptly 
signaled  his  vessels  to  tie  up  on  the  Arkansas  shore,  in  the  order  of  thek  sail- 
uig,  as  he  desired  to  confer  with  Flag-Officer  Da^ds  before  passing  further. 

The  Qnecii  of  the  West  came  to  fii-st,  followed  by  the  MonarrJi  and  other 
rams  in  regular  succession.  The  Queen  of  the  West  had  made  the  land,  and 
passed  out  line  to  make  fast ;  the  Monareh  was  closing  in  just  above,  but  had 
not  yet  touched  the  shore.  At  this  moment,  and  as  the  ftiU  orb  of  the  sun 
rose  above  the  horizon,  the  report  of  a  gun  was  heard  from  around  the  point 
and  down  the  river.  It  was  the  first  gun  from  the  Confederate  Eiver  Defense 
Fleet  moving  to  attack  us.  Colonel  Ellet  was  standing  on  the  hm-ricane-deck 
of  the  Queen  of  the  West.  He  immediately  sprang  foi-ward,  and,  waving  his 
hat  to  attract  my  attention,  called  out :  "  It  is  a  gun  from  the  enemy  !  Roimd 
out  and  follow  me !  Now  is  oui-  chance  ! "  Without  a  moment's  delay,  the 
Queen  moved  out  gracefully,  and  the  2Ionareh  followed.  By  this  time  our 
gun-boats  had  opened  their  batteries,  and  the  reports  of  gims  on  both  sides 
were  heavy  and  rapid. 

The  morning  was  beautifully  clear  and  perfectly  still;  a  heavy  wall  of 
smoke  was  formed  across  the  river,  so  that  the  position  of  oiu"  gun-boats 
could  only  be  seen  by  the  flashes  of  their  guns.  The  Queen  plunged  forward, 
imder  a  full  head  of  steam,  right  into  this  wall  of  smoke  and  was  lost  sight 
of,  her  position  being  known  only  by  her  taU  pipes  which  reached  above  the 
smoke.  The  Monareh.,  follo-sving,  was  greeted,  whUe  passing  the  gun-lioats,  with 
wild  huzzas  from  oui"  gallant  tars.  ^\Tien  freed  from  the  smoke,  those  of  us 
who  were  on  the  Monareh  could  see  Colonel  EUet's  tall  and  commanding  form 
still  standing  on  the  hurricane-deck,  waving  his  hat  to  show  me  which  one 
of  the  enemy's  vessels  he  desii'ed  the  Monareh  to  attack, — namely,  the  General 
Price,  which  was  on  the  right  wing  of  their  advancing  line.  For  himseh'  he 
selected  the  General  Lovell  and  directed  the  Queen  straight  for  her,  she  being 
about  the  middle  of  the  enemy's  advancing  line.  The  two  vessels  came 
toward  each  other  in  most  gallant  style,  head  to  head,  prow  to  prow ; 
and  had  they  met  in  that  way,  it  is  most  likely  that  both  vessels  would  have 
gone  down.  But  at  the  critical  moment  the  General  Lovell  began  to  turn ; 
and  that  moment  sealed  her  fate.  The  Queen  came  on  and  plunged  straight 
into  the  LoreWs  exposed  broadside ;  the  vessel  was  cut  almost  in  two  and 
disappeared  under  the  dai-k  waters  in  less  time  than  it  takes  to  tell  the  story. 
The  Monareh  next  struck  the  General  J^riee  a  glancing  blow  which  cut  her 
starboard  wheel  clean  off,  and  completely  disabled  her  from  further  participa- 
tion in  the  fight.\ 

\  It  is  impossilili'  to  roeoneilo  this  statement  oontlietiHtr.  but  it  has  always  been  the  general 
witli  tliiit  oC  Adinival  Walko.  on  patro  450.  q.  r.  inipressioii  that  the  Price  receive*!  her  disabling 
Till'  ii'ports  of  tlu'  onttatfcniinit  aro  meager  ami      blow  in  an  aceidental  collision  with  the  Bcaure- 
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As  soon  as  the  Queen  was  freed  from  the  wreck  of  the  sinking  Lovell,  and 
before  she  could  recover  headway,  she  was  attacked  on  both  sides  by  the 
enemy's  vessels,  the  Beauregard  on  one  side  and  the  Sumter  on  the  other.  In 
the  melee  one  of  the  wheels  of  the  Queen  was  disabled  so  that  she  could  not 
use  it,  and  Colonel  Ellet,  while  still  standing  on  the  huiTicane-deek  to  view 
the  effects  of  the  encounter  with  the  General  Lovell,  received  a  pistol-ball  in 
his  knee,  and,  lj"ing  jjroiie  on  the  deck,  gave  orders  for  the  Queen  to  be  run 
on  her  one  remaining  wheel  to  the  Arkansas  shore,  whither  she  was  soon  fol- 
lowed by  the  General  Price  in  a  sinking  condition.  Colonel  Ellet  sent  an 
officer  and  squad  of  men  to  meet  the  General  Price  upon  her  making  the  shore, 
and  received  her  entire  crew  as  prisoners  of  war.  By  this  time  consternation 
had  seized  upon  the  enemy's  fleet,  and  ah.  had  turned  to  escape.  The  fight 
had  drifted  down  the  river,  below  the  city.iir 

The  Monarch,  as  soon  as  she  could  recover  headway  after  her  conflict  with 
the  General  Price,  drove  down  upon  the  Beauregard,  which  vessel,  after  her 
encounter  with  the  Queen  of  the  West,  was  endeavoring  to  escape.  She  was 
thwarted  by  the  Monarch  coming  down  upon  her  with  a  well-directed  blow 
which  crushed  in  her  side  and  completely  disabled  her  from  further  hope  of 
escape.  Men  on  the  deck  waved  a  white  flag  in  token  of  surrender,  and  the 
Monarch  passed  on  down  to  intercept  the  Little  Rebel,  the  enemy's  flag-ship. 
She  had  received  some  injury  from  oui"  gun-boats'  flre,  and  was  making  for 
the  Arkansas  shore,  which  she  reached  at  the  moment  when  the  Monarchy 
with  very  sUght  headway,  pushed  her  hard  and  fast  aground ;  her  crew 
sprang  upon  shore  and  ran  into  the  thick  woods,  making  theu'  escape.  Leav- 
ing the  Little  Beiel  fast  aground,  the  Monarch  turned  her  attention  to  the 
sinking  Beauregard,  taking  the  vessel  in  tow,  and  making  prisoners  of  her 
crew.  The  Beauregard  was  towed  by  the  Monarch  to  the  bar,  where  she  sank 
to  her  boiler-deck  and  flnally  became  a  total  loss. 

The  others  of  the  enemy's  fleet  were  run  ashore  and  fired  by  the  crews  be- 
fore they  escaped  into  the  adjoining  Arkansas  swamps.  The  Jeff.  Thompson 
burned  and  blew  up  with  a  tremendous  report ;  the  General  Bragg  was  secui-ed 
by  our  gun-boats  before  the  fire  gained  headway,  and  was  saved.  The  Van 
Born  alone  made  her  escape,  and  was  afterward  burned  by  the  enemy  at  Liver- 
pool Landing,  upon  the  approach  of  two  of  our  rams  in  Yazoo  River,  in  order 
to  prevent  her  from  falling  into  our  hands.  Two  other  rebel  boats  were 
bui'ued  at  the  same  time, —  the  Polk  and  the  Livingston. 

After  the  Monarch  had  towed  the  Beauregard  into  shoal  water,  from  which, 
it  was  hoped,  she  might  be  raised,  I  received  the  first  intelligence,  from  a  dis- 

gard,  as  has  been  stated  "by  Captain  Hurt,  com-  proceeded  immediately  to  quarters.     The  Coufed- 

manJer  of  the  Beauregard.    The  reports  of  Flag-  erate  tleet  opened  at  5,  and  at  5  :  20  the  gun-boats 

OflSeer  Davis  and  of  General  M.  Jeff.  Thompson,  were  returning  the  fire  and  steamiug  down  the 

commander  of  the  Confederate  troops  at  Memphis,  river.     The  higher  speed  of  Colonel  Ellet's  rams 

agree   in  saying  that   the  Price  was  rammed  by  enabled  them  to  pass  through  the   intervals  in 

one  of  her  consorts, —  General  Thompson  adding  Davis's  flotilla,  and  the  latter,  coming  after  them, 

that  the  blow,  which  he  states  was  delivered  by  completed  with  its  batteries  the  work  which  the 

the  Beauregard,  knocked  off  the  Price's  wheel  and  rams  had  so  successfully  begun.     The  guns  of  the 

entirely  disabled  her. —  Editors.  flotilla  were  well  served,  and  both  the  Beauregard 

^  The    gun-boat    flotilla,    under     Plag-Oflieer  and  Little  Rebel  were  disabled  by  shots  in  their 

Davis,   had  weighed   anchor  at  4:30  A.  M.   and  boilers. — Editors. 
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patch-boat  bearing  orders,  that  Colonel  Ellet  was  wounded.  The  orders  I 
received  from  him  were :  "  Continue  the  pursuit  as  long  as  there  is  any  hope 
of  overtaking  the  flying  enemy." 

One  other  episode  of  this  day  should  not  be  omitted.  Toward  the  close  of 
the  engagement,  Colonel  Ellet  was  infonned  that  a  white  flag  had  been  raised 
in  Memphis,  and  he  immediately  sent  his  young  son,  Medical  Cadet  Charles 
Rivers  Ellet,  ashore  with  a  party  of  three  men  and  a  flag  of  trace,  to  demand 
the  surrender  of  the  city.  They  landed  in  a  row-boat  and  deUvered  Colonel 
Ellet's  dispatch  to  the  mayor,  and  received  his  reply ;  then,  suiTouuded  by 
an  excited  and  threatening  crowd,  they  proceeded  to  the  post-office,  ascended 
to  the  top  of  the  building,  and,  whUe  stoned  and  fii-ed  upon  by  the  mob  below, 
young  Ellet  lowered  the  Confederate  colors  and  raised  the  National  flag  over 
the  city  of  Memj^his.  This  incident  oecui-red  a  considerable  length  of  time 
before  the  formal  surrender  of  the  city  into  the  possession  of  the  United 
States  troops  under  command  of  Colonel  G.  X.  Fitch. 

At  first.  Colonel  Ellet's  wound  was  not  considered  necessarily  dangerous, 
but  a  few  days  showed  us  all  how  futile  was  the  hope  that  our  brave  com- 
mander would  ever  again  tread  the  decks  of  his  victorious  fleet.  He  continued 
to  send  dispatches  and  issue  necessary  orders  from  his  bed  as  long  as  he 
could  receive  the  reports  of  his  subordinates.  Finally,  his  rapidly  fading 
strength  gave  way;  the  Switzerland,  to  which  he  had  been  removed,  and 
on  board  which  he  had  been  joined  by  his  heart-broken  wife  and  his  young 
daughter,  left  Memphis  on  the  night  of  the  18th  of  June,  and  as  the  vessel 
neared  Cairo  on  the  21st,  his  gallant  spirit  passed  away.  He  was  accorded  a 
state  funeral  in  Independence  Hall,  j 

The  boats  constituting  the  ram-fleet  of  the  Mississippi  River  were  not 
built  for  the  purpose  they  were  to  serve ;  they  were  simply  such  river  steam- 
ers as  coidd  be  purchased  under  the  urgency  then  pressing.  Some  were 
side -wheelers,  others  stern -wheel  tugs,  with  strong  machineiy  and  gi-eat 
power,  and  were  hurriedly  strengthened  and  braced  to  sustain  a  severe 
headlong  blow.  In  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  War  respecting  the  rams, 
while  they  were  being  fitted  out.  Colonel  Ellet  wrote :  "  The  boats  I  have 
purchased  are  illy  adapted  for  the  work  I  shall  requii-e  of  them ;  it  is  not 
their  strength  upon  which  I  rely,  Init  ui)OU  the  audacity  of  our  attack,  for 
success." 

His  idea  of  an  ett'ective  "steam-ram"  was  not  a  hermaphrodite  thing,  half 
ram,  half  gun-boat,  nor  did  he  favor  those  sharp  knife-like  prows  which,  if 
they  cut  a  hole  in  an  enemy,  would  plug  it  at  the  same  time.  He  wanted  a 
vessel  of  medium  size,  easy  to  handle,  and  of  great  speed;  she  should  be 
built  very  strongly,  fitted  with  machinery  of  great  power,  and  have  weight 
sufficient  when  projected  against  an  enemy  to  crush  the  side  of  any  vessel 
that  could  float.  Colonel  Ellet  did  not  rely  on  heavy  ordnance,  and  did  not 
recommend  arming  his  rams.  At  the  battle  of  Memphis  there  wei'e  no  firi^ 
arms  on  board  the  ram-fleet  except  a  few  short  carbines  and  some  pooket- 

]  His  lievoteci  wife,  stricken  by  griof,  siirvivod  him  but  a  few  ilars.  Both  are  bviried  at  Laurel  Hill 
Cemetery,  Philadelphia. —  A.  W.  E. 
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revolvers ;  liis  reliance  was  upon  the  prow  of  his  vessel.  %  He  desired,  as  far 
as  possible,  to  protect  the  vulnerable  parts  of  his  ship,  the  boilers  and  engines, 
and  with  simply  enough  men  as  crew  to  handle  the  boat  with  certainty  and 
dispatch,  to  run  the  gauntlet  of  any  fire  that  could  be  precipitated  upon  him, 
and  drive  his  ram  deep  into  his  unwieldy  adversary.  At  the  battle  of  Mem 
phis  the  enemy  concentrated  their  fire  upon  the  Queen  of  the  West  and 
the  Monarch,  but  their  missiles  passed  harmlessly  by.  Not  a  splinter  was 
raised  off  either  of  the  rams,  and  not  a  man  sustained  the  slightest  injury 
except  Colonel  Ellet,  whose  fatal  wound  was  received  from  a  pistol-ball. 

The  battle  of  Memphis  was,  in  many  respects,  one  of  the  most  remarkable 
naval  victories  on  record.  For  two  unarmed,  frail,  wooden  river  steamboats, 
with  barely  men  enough  on  board  to  handle  the  machinery  and  keep  the  fur- 
nace-fires burning,  to  rush  to  the  front,  between  two  hostile  fleets,  and  into 
the  enemy's  advancing  line  of  eight  iron-clad,  heavily  armed,  and  fully 
manned  steam-rams,  sinking  one,  disabling  and  capturing  three,  and  carrying 
consternation  to  the  others,  was  a  sight  never  before  witnessed. 

The  Eiver  Defense  Fleet  was  composed  of  strong,  well-built  ocean  steamers, 
well  strengthened  and  protected  with  railroad  iron  so  as  to  be  almost  invul- 
nerable to  shot  when  advancing.  The  intention  was  apparent  to  repeat  at 
Memphis  the  tactics  which  had  proved  so  successful  at  Fort  Pillow, —  to 
ram  the  Union  gun-boats  at  anchor ;  and  had  the  rams  Queen  of  the  West 
and  Monarch  not  run  through  the  line  of  gun-boats  and  attacked  the  Defense 
Fleet  as  it  approached,  sinking,  disal^ling,  and  scattering  its  vessels,  and  thus 
removing  the  fight  half  a  mile  below,  the  result  of  the  affair  might  have  been 
very  different.  The  Defense  Fleet  was  advancing  up-stream,  thus  exposing 
the  strongest  and  best-protected  portions  of  each  vessel ;  the  gun-boats,  rely- 
ing upon  their  guns,  were  at  anchor,  with  their  sterus,  their  most  vulnerable 
part,  pointing  down-steam  and  consequently  exposed  to  the  tremendous 
attack  of  the  enemy.  Had  the  Confederate  commanders  trusted  only  to  the 
strength  of  their  vessels,  ceased  firing,  and  with  every  pound  of  steam  on 
plunged  at  full  speed  into  our  anchored  gun-boat  fleet,  who  could  doubt  what 
the  result  would  have  been  1 

%  The  Monarch  had  11  sharp-shooters  out  of  a  detail  of  50  from  the  59th  Illinois  regiment,  who 
constituted  the  sole  armed  force  of  the  ram-fleet. — Editors. 
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BT  J.    TV.    BISSELL,    COLONEL,    V.    S.    V.,    IX   CHAROE   OF   THE  WORK. 


THE  Engineer  Regiment  of  the  West  was  an 
organization  composed  of  twelve  full  com- 
panies of  carefully  selected  workmen,  chiefly  me- 
chanics, and  officered  by  men  capable  of  directing 
such  skilled  labor.  Most  of  the  officers  and  about 
six  hundred  of  the  men  n-ere  engaged  in  the  opera- 
tions about  New  Madrid  and  Island  Number  Ten. 
In  all  the  operations  of  that  regiment  I  am  not 
aware  that  any  of  its  officers  ever  made  a  report 
beyond  a  verbal  notification  to  the  general  in  com- 
mand that  the  work  required  of  it  was  done.  This 
narrative  is  therefore  made  entirely  from  mem- 
ory, aided  by  reference  to  letters  written  to  my 
family. 

It  is  perhaps  proper  to  state  here  that  the  term 
"  canal,"  as  used  in  all  the  letters  and  reports  re- 
lating to  the  opening  of  this  waterway,  conveys 
an  entirely  wrong  idea.  No  digging  was  done 
except  by  way  of  slightly  widening  a  large  break 
in  the  levee,  and  those  who  speak  of  "working 
waist-deep  in  the  water  "  knew  nothing  of  it. 

The  enemy  held  Island  Number  Ten  and  the  left 
bank  opposite,  and  the  same  bank  from  New 
Madrid  down  to  Tiptonville,  a  ridge  of  high  land 
between  the  back  swamp  and  the  river.  In  rear 
of  their  position  was  Reelfoot  Lake  and  the  over- 
flow, extending  from  above  them  to  a  point  below 
Tiptonville.  Escape  by  land  was  impossible.  New 
Madrid  and  the  right  bank  below  being  occupied 
by  General  Pope.  The  gun-boats  under  Footo 
held  the  river  above,  and  our  heavy  batteries 
commanded  the  only  place  of  debarkation  below. 
Having  accomplished  tliis  much,  the  problem  for 
General  Pope  to  solve  was  to  cross  his  army  to 
make  an  attack,  for  which  purpose  he  judged 
that  two  gun-boats,  to  bo  used  as  ferry-boats, 
would  be  sufficient.  The  general  was  so  confident 
that  his  letter  to  Foots  would  bring  the  boats  that 
he  directed  me  to  go  back  to  the  fleet  at  Island 
Number  Eight  by  dug-out  across  the  overflow,  and 
conic  down  with  thorn  past  the  batteries. 

I  reacliod  the  flag-ship  in  the  afternoon  about 
dark,  and  that  evening  Footo  called  together  all 
his  commanders  iu  couueil.   Cue  or  two  wanted  to 


run  the  blockade,  but  the  commodore  flatly  refused. 
He  explained  that  his  boats,  since  they  were 
armored  solely  about  the  bows,  were  invincible 
fighting  up-stream,  but  fighting  down-stream  were 
of  little  account ;  and  that  if  one  of  them  shonld 
be  boarded  and  captured,  she  could  be  turned 
against  us.  and  could  whip  the  whole  fleet  and 
place  Cairo.  Louisville,  and  St.  Louis  at  her 
mercy!  One  of  the  captains  said  that  if  he  were 
allowed  to  go.  he  would  blow  the  vessel  out  of  water 
if  the  enemy  got  on  board.  Another,  I  think,  was 
quite  as  emphatic,  but  Foote  was  firm. 

The  next  day.  with  two  of  the  tugs  of  the  fleet, 
I  explored  the  shore  carefully  on  each  side  :  first 
on  the  eastern  shore,  to  see  if  the  enemy  were  se- 
curely shut  in,  which  I  found  to  be  the  case :  and 
then  on  the  western,  to  see  if  St.  James's  Bayon, 
which  emptied  into  the  river  seven  miles  above 
Island  Number  Eight,  in  any  way  communicated 
with  St.  .John's  Bayou,  which  debouched  at  New- 
Madrid.     Here  I  found  no  possible  way  across. 

Early  the  next  morning  while  standing  on  the 
levee,  chagi-ined  at  my  failure  to  obtain  a  gun-lioat, 
and  while  waiting  for  the  guide  to  get  the  dug-out 
ready  to  take  me  back  to  camp,  I  spied,  directly 
opposite  me  across  the  submerged  fields,  an  open- 
ing in  the  timber ;  and  the  thought  flasheil  upon 
me  that  there  was  the  place  to  take  the  transports 
through.  This  proved  to  be  an  old  wagon-road  ex- 
tending half  a  mile  into  the  woods ;  beyond  and 
around  wasa  dense  forest  of  hea\-y  timber.  Thegnide 
said  it  was  two  miles  to  the  nearest  bayou.  I  asked 
him  to  make  a  map  )ipou  my  momorandum-book, 
which  he  did,  showing  a  straight  cut  to  the  first 
liayou  and  the  general  route  of  the  bayoiis  to  New 
itadrid.  This  route  we  carefully  explored,  and  I 
reached  Pope's  headquarters  about  dark.  VXlien 
in  my  report  of  the  interview  I  mentioned  Foote's 
refusal,  the  general  gave  vent  to  liisdis."»ppoiutnient 
and  indignation.  Some  officerpresent  makingsome 
suggestion  about  a  "canal,  ''  I  immediately  pulled 
out  my  momorandum-book.  and.  showing  the  sketch, 
said  the  whole  thing  was  provided  for,  and  that  I 
would  have  the  boats  through  in  fourteen  davs. 
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General  Pope  then  gave  me  an  order  on  the  author- 
ities at  Cairo  for  steamboats  and  material.  That 
evening  Captain  William  Tweeddale,  Lieutenant 
Mahlon  Randolph,  and  I  sat  up  till  a  late  horn- 
arranging  all  the  details,  including  barges  to  be 
fitted  with  heavy  artillery  to  be  used  as  gun-boats, 
and  the  next  morning  they  started  with  one  hun- 
dred men  for  Cairo,  to  meet  me  at  Island  Num- 
ber Eight  with  all  the  materials  they  could  get 
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the  first  day.  Other  officers  and  men  started  by 
the  same  route  daily,  until  the  six  hundred  men  of 
my  force  had  returned,  and  my  stock  of  supplies 
was  complete.  I  returned  in  the  dug-out  through 
the  selected  channel,  and  in  due  time  found  at  the 
proposed  starting-point  four  stern-wheel  steam- 
boats, drawing  thirty  to  thirty-six  inches  of  water, 
and  six  large  coal-barges,  besides  one  Columbiad, 
three  large  siege-guns  with  carriages  and  ammuni- 
tion, saws,  lines,  and  all  kinds  of  tools  and  tackle, 
and  fully  two  million  feet  of  timber  and  lumber. 

The  way  through  the  submerged  corn-field  and 
the  half-mile  of  road  was  easy  enough,  but  when 
we  reached  the  timber  the  labor  of  sawing  out  a 
channel  commenced.  The  one  steamer  which  had  a 
powerful  steam-capstan  was  put  in  the  lead,  and 
the  others  having  hand-capstans  were  fastened 
single  file  in  the  rear,  and  then  the  six  barges  in  like 
order,  so  that  the  progress  of  the  fii'st  controlled 
all  the  others.  Captain  Tweeddale  took  charge  of 
the  cutting  in  front,  while  Lieutenant  Randolph 
was  fitting  up  the  improvised  gun-boats  astern. 
About  three  hundred  men  were  assigned  to  each, 
and  they  worked  in  relays  from  dawn  until  dark. 

First  of  all,  men  standing  on  platforms  on  small 
rafts  cut  off  the  trees  about  eight  feet  above  the 
water.  As  soon  as  a  tree  was  down,  another  set 
of  men,  provided  with  boats  and  lines,  adjusted 
about  it  a  line  which  ran  through  a  snatch-block 
and  back  to  the  steam-capstan,  and  hauled  it  out 
of  the  way  ;  thus  a  partial  cut  was  made  forward, 


the  lines  always  working  more  than  two  hundred 
feet  ahead  of  the  capstan,  so  as  to  leave  plenty  of 
room  for  the  saws.  It  took  about  four  sets  of  lines 
to  keep  pace  with  twelve  saws. 

When  the  space  about  the  stumps  allowed  suf- 
ficient room,  a  raft  about  forty  feet  long  was 
lashed  to  a  stump,  and  the  saw  set  at  work  in  a 
frame  attached  by  a  pivot  and  working  in  an  arc  as 
shown  in  the  sketch  [page  460]  —  two  men  working 
the  saw  at  opposite  ends  by  a  rope,  and  a  fifth  on 
the  farther  side  of  the  tree  guiding  its  teeth  into  the 
tree.  Where  the  stumps  were  too  close,  or  irregu- 
lar, three  yawl-boats  were  used  instead  of  the  raft. 
No  trouble  was  experienced  with  stumps  a  foot 
or  less  in  diameter.  With  the  larger  ones  it  was 
different ;  the  elms  spread  out  so  much  at  the  bot- 
tom that  the  saw  almost  always  would  run  crooked 
and  pinch.  If  it  ran  up,  we  notched  the  top  and  set 
the  frame  farther  in ;  if  down,  we  put  in  powerful 
tackle,  and  pulled  the  top  of  the  stump  over. 

Here  was  where  tlie  ingenuity  of  the  officers  and 
men  was  exercised  ;  as  the  saws  were  working 
four  and  a  half  feet  beneath  the  surface,  and  the 
water  was  quite  turbid,  the  question  was  how  to 
ascertain  what  was  interfering  with  the  saw,  and 
then  to  apply  the  remedy.  But  I  found  Captain 
Tweeddale  equal  to  the  most  obstinate  stump.  I 
think  two  and  a  half  hours  was  the  longest  time 
ever  expended  upon  any  one,  while  about  two 
minutes  would  dispose  of  some  small  ones  when 
the  saw  was  ready.  It  took  eight  days  to  cut  the 
two  miles. 

When  we  reached  the  bayous  the  hard  and  wet 
work  began.  The  river  had  begun  to  fall,  and  the 
water  was  running  very  rapidly.  We  had  to  get 
rid  of  great  diift-heaps  from  the  lower  side  with 
our  machinery  all  on  the  upper  side.  Small  pieces 
of  drift  would  be  disposed  of  by  the  yawl-boats,  or 
a  single  line  and  snatch-block  would  take  them 
right  out  ;  but  sometimes  a  great  swamp-oak, 
three  feet  through,  and  as  heavy  as  lignum-vitse, 
lying  right  across  our  channel  a  foot  or  so  under 
water,  would  try  om-  tackle.  We  had  then  to  raise 
them  up  to  the  sui-face,  and  hold  them  there  till 
they  could  be  chopped  in  pieces.  In  one  of  the 
bayous  for  about  two  miles  the  current  was  so 
swift  that  all  the  men  who  were  out  on  logs,  or  in 
exposed  places,  had  safety-lines  tied  around  them ; 
and  as  the  timber  was  slippery,  some  were  indebted 
to  these  lines  for  their  lives.  During  the  whole 
work  not  a  man  was  killed,  injured,  or  taken  sick. 

While  all  this  was  being  done  in  front  of  the 
boats.  Lieutenant  Randolph  was  at  work  with  his 
detachment  in  the  rear  in  improvising  gun-boats 
to  supply  the  lack  of  Foote's.  The  barges  used 
were  coal-barges,  about  eighty  feet  long  and  twenty 
wide,  scow-shaped,  with  both  ends  alike.  The  sides 
were  six  inches  thick,  and  of  solid  timber.  The 
original  plan  was  to  use  three  of  the  steamboats 
with  a  barge  on  each  side — the  other  steamer  to 
be  kept  as  a  reserve.  One  Columbiad  and  three 
32-pounders  were  mounted  on  platforms,  and 
arrangements  were  made  to  use  a  considerable 
number  of  field-guns  to  be  taken  on  board  at  New 
Madrid.  Six  hundred  men  of  the  Engineer  Regi- 
ment, using  one  of  the   steamers  with  her  two 
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barges,  were  to  land  at  break  of  day  at  the  mouth 
of  the  slough  about  a  mile  below  and  opposite 
Fort  Thompson,  and  with  their  intrenching  tools 
dig  a  line  of  rifle-pits  as  soon  as  possiVjle.  About 
the  same  number  of  picked  men  were  to  be  with 
them  to  help  fight  or  dig,  as  occasion  might  require. 
The  other  two  sections  of  the  flotilla  were  to  be 
filled  with  men,  and  landed  just  below,  as  best 
could  be  done  when  the  resistance  was  developed. 
The  reserve  steamer  with  her  men,  not  being 
incumbered  with  barges,  could  move  rapidly  and 
take  advantage  of  any  opening  to  land  the  force. 

When  about  half-way  through  the  channel,  I  left 
the  flotilla  and  reported  progress  to  General  Pope. 
Upon  a  reexamination  of  the  ground  from  Fort 
Thompson,  he  concluded  that  it  would  be  best  to 
make  the  leading  boat  a  fighting  boat  that  could 
not  be  disabled ;  so  he  telegraphed  to  Cairo  and 
St.  Louis  for  a  great  number  of  coal-oU  barrels, 
which  were  laid  in  two  tiers  all  over  the  bottoms 
of  two  barges  ;  the  interstices  were  filled  with  dry 
rails,  the  whole  well  secured  in  place  by  a  heavy 
floor.  In  the  mean  time  the  steamer  was  so  bulk- 
headed  with  lumber  that  her  engines  and  boilers 
were  secure  from  damage  from  field-artillery,  and 
the  forward  part  of  the  hull,  which  projected  be- 
yond the  barges,  was  bulkheaded  off  and  filled  with 
dry  rails,  to  keep  her  from  being  disabled.  On  the 
steamer  and  barges  protection  was  prepared  for  a 
large  number  of  sharp-shooters. 

The  boats  and  barge  gun-boats  were  kept  con- 
cealed in  the  bayou,  just  back  from  Xew  Madrid,  for 
a  day  or  two,  till  the  soldiers  could  be  prepared  for 
the  passage  and  attack.  Meanwhile  Foote  con- 
cluded to  risk  the  passage  of  the  island  with  the 


■^  The  effort  to  cut  the  ranal  was  laiown  to  the  Con- 
federates as  earl.v  as  March  Slst.  the  day  General  iluik- 
all  relieved  General  McCown  of  the  command  at  Madrhl 
Bend ;  for  General  Maekall  says  in  bis  report,  that 
General  MeCowu  tbi'n  inforujed  him  "that  they  (the 


Carontklet  and  afterward  with  the  Pittsburgh,  and 
the  whole  jilan  was  changed  ;  the  gun-boats  could 
move  so  much  more  rapidly  that  they  were  to 
sUence  the  Confederate  field-guns,  while  the  trans- 
ports could  land  the  troops  wherever  an  opening 
could  be  found.  The  barges  were  not  used  at  all ; 
nor  did  any  of  the  Engineer  Regiment  cross;  they 
were  kept  on  theright  bank,  ready  in  case  of  disaster. 
Several  of  the  captured  ofiieers  told  me  that 
after  the  gun-boats  had  run  their  batteries,  nearly 
their  whole  force  was  withdrawn  from  about  Island 
Number  Ten  and  kept  concealed  in  the  woods  back 
of  the  practicahile  landing-places,  and  they  were 
j>repared  to  pick  off  all  the  men  that  could  be 
landed ;  but  when  they  saw  the  four  transports, 
loaded  with  troops,  steam  out  from  the  bayou,  the 
word  was  given  for  each  man  to  take  care  of  him- 
self. A  few  hundred  did  manage  to  make  their  way 
through  the  swamps  in  the  rear,  but  the  most  of 
them  quietly  yielded  to  the  inevitable.  So  well 
had  the  movement  been  concealed  that  they  had 
not  the  least  idea  of  what  was  being  done.^ 

Postscript  :  The  Official  Records,  which,  since 
writing  the  above,  I  have  just  seen  for  the  first 
time,  contain  a  letter  from  General  Pope  to  me, 
which  I  never  before  heard  of  (dated  the  day  I  was 
on  my  way  back  from  the  gun-boat  with  the  plan 
fully  matured),  asking  if  I  could  not  dig  a  canal,  a 
"  mere  ditch  of  a  foot  wide  which  the  water  of  the 
river  would  soon  wash  out."  from  a  point  one  mile 
above  Island  Number  Ten  to  a  point  one  mile  be- 
low. That  land  was  at  this  time  ten  feet  under 
water. — J.  W.  Bissell. 

December,  1884. 

Union  forces]  were  ende.ivorins  to  cut  a  canal  across 
the  opposite  peninsula  for  the  passage  of  transports,  in 
ordir  to  land  below  the  l>cnd:  that  they  would  fail,  and 
that  the  position  was  safe  until  the  river  fell,  and  no 
longer."— Editors. 


COMMENT   BY  GENERAL   SCHUYLER   HAMILTON,  JL\JOR-GEN*ERAL.  U.  S.  Y. 


I  have  read  Colonel  .1.  W.  BisscU's  article  on  the 
"  Sawing  out  a  Channel  above  Island  Number  Ten."  I 
desire  to  call  attention  to  what  he  says  : 

"  Soiiio  officer  making  some  suggestion  about  a  ■ranal,'  I 
imnieiliatel3'  pulled  out  my  memoraudum-book,  ami,  showing 
the  sketcli,  s.iid  the  whole  thing  w.is  provided  for." 

This  on  the  evening  of  March  19th,  1862,  which  is  the 
date  of  General  Pope's  letter  to  which  Colonel  Bissell 
refers  in  a  foot-note,  saying  he  did  not  receive  the  letter 
because  he  (Colonel  liisscU)  was  on  his  return  from  the 
reeonnoissanec  ho  hiid  been  ordered  to  make.  To  (he 
public  this  roads  ;is  though  the  plan  originated  with 
Colonel  Bissell,  while  I  am  read.v  to  sliow  that  while  the 
colonel  directed  the  work,  "  some  ollieer."  as  he  sa.vs, — 
or  to  be  exact  I  myself, — was  the  sole  inventor  of  the 
pro,)ect.  M.v  own  offlei.al  report,  dated  Headquarters 
Second  Divison  Army  of  the  Mississippi,  Pittsburg  Land- 
ing, April  22d,  1862,  reads  a.s  follows : 

"Truiispoffs  Iinvinir  r<>:u'hod  us  through  a  channel  out 
witli  euoiiuous  lalior  uiuliT  the  diri'iMlon  of  Colonil  nissill. 
on  !i  sML'^-.'stion  MdvaniTd  l>y  lliosuliserilMT.  March  17th.  ISO'J. 
ttio  St'i-ond  liivision  onibarked  on  Iheni,  April  Ttli,  to  cross  tlu' 
jMlssissiitpi.  wliii-li  was  aceomplisliod  in  gattnnt  style,  hut 
without  opp<)sitioii,  the  gun-bouts  Carondelfit  and  I'ittxburrtli, 
undiT  <';tpt;un  Wolkt'.  having  in  dashing  stylo  slloneod  the 
enemy's  shoio  battories." 

General  Poi>c  wrote  to  General  llalhi'k.  under  date 
New  Madrid,  Mo.,  April  iith,  1862  : 


"Tlio  canal  across  thf  peninsula  opposite  IsLiml  NumlH^r 
Ten.  and  for  tho  idea  of  winch  I  am  indebted  to  Oenrral 
Schuyler  Hamilton,  was  completefl  by  Colonel  Bis^t-ll's 
Engineer  Regiment,  and  four  steamers  brought  through  on 
the  night  of  the  6tli." 

General  Pope  again,  in  hie  official  reiwrt  to  General 
Halleck  of  May  2d,  1S62,  writes : 

"  On  the  Itlth  <if  JIarch  I  received  your  dispatch,  directing 
me,  if  possible,  to  construct  a  rxvad  through  the  swamps  to  a 
point  on  the  Missouri  shon?  opposite  Island  Numl>er  Ten, 
and  transfer  a  portion  of  my  force  snfHcteut  to  erect  batteries 
at  that  point  to  assist  iu  the  artilleini-  practice  on  the  enemy's 
batteries.  I  aceonlingly  dispatelutl  Colonel  J.  \V.  Bissell, 
Engineer  Regiment,  to  oxamine  the  countri-  with  this  view, 
illrectiug  him  .it  the  sjtme  time,  if  he  found  it  inipmcticablo 
to  build  a  road  through  the  sw.imps  and  overflow  of  the  river, 
to  ascertain  whether  it  were  possible  to  dig  a  cinal  across  the 
peninsula  from  some  point  alwve  Island  XunilKT  Ten  to  X«w 
Madrid,  in  onler  that  steam  transpi^rts  might  bo  bronght  to 
nu^,  which  would  enable  my  I'-iunmand  to  cross  the  river.  The 
idea  of  the  canal  was  suect'st^'d  to  me  b.r  General  Seliuyler 
Hamilton  in  a  conversjition  upon  the  necessity  of  cnvising 
tho  river  and  a.ssailing  the  enemy's  batteries  near  Island 
Xumher  Ten  iti  the  rear." 

The  New  York  ••  Kerald."  in  its  issue  of  .\pril  istli.  ISfia, 
publislied  an  article  in  reference  to  this  ehiinnel,  en- 
titled "The .Schuyler  Ilaniilton Canal." 

Nkw  ■\"0ltK,  June  IHth.  1S85. 


THE  OPPOSING  FORCES  AT  MEW  MADRID  (ISLAND  NUMBER 
TEN),  FORT  PILLOW,  AND  MEMPHIS. 

Tile  eomposition  and  losses  of  each  army  as  liere  stated  give  tlie  gistof  all  the  data  olitainalile  in  the  Official  Records. 
K  stands  for  killed;  wfor  wounded;  mw  mortally  wounded;  m  for  captured  or  missing ;  cfor  captured — Editors. 


Union  Army  at  New  Madrid.  Major-Gen.  John  Pope. 

First  Divl^ion,  Brig.-Gen.  David  S.  Stanley.  First 
Brigade,  Col.  John  Groesbeclt:  27tU  Ohio,  Col.  John  W. 
Puller ;  39th  Ohio,  Major  Edward  F.  Noyes.  Brigade 
loss  :  k,  2 ;  w,  5  =  7.  Second  Brigade,  Col.  J.  L.  Kiiby 
Smith :  43a  Ohio,  Lieut.-Col.  Wager  Swayne ;  63d  Ohio, 
Col.  John  W.  Sprague.    Brigade  loss  :  w,  5. 

Second  Division,  Brig.-Gen.  Schuyler  Hamilton.  First 
Brigade,  Col.  \V.  H.  Worthingtou:  59th  lud.,  Col.  J.  I. 
Alexander ;  5th  Iowa,  Lieut.-Col.  Charles  L.  Matthies. 
Brigade  loss :  k,  2;  w,  -4  =  6.  .S'ecoMrf.BW^af/e,  Col.  Nicholas 
Perczel :  10th  Iowa,  Lieut.-Col.  WiUiam  E.  Small ;  26th 
Mo.,  Col.  George  B.  Boomer.  Artillery:  llth  Ohio  Bat- 
tery, Capt.  Frank  C.  Sands.    Loss :  k,  1. 

Third  Division,  Brig.-Gen.  John  M.  Palmer.  First 
Brigade,  Col.  James  E.  Slack:  34th  Ind.,  Col.  Townsend 
Ryan;  47th  Ind.,  Lieut.-Col.  Milton  S.  Robinson.  Second 
Brigade,  Col.  Graham  N.  Fitch :  43d  Ind.,  Col.  WiUlam 

E.  McLean ;  46th  Ind.,  Lieut.-Col.  Newton  G.  Scott.  Cae- 
alrij :  7th  lU.,  Co!.  Wm.  P.  Kellogg.  Loss :  w,  1 ;  m,  2  =  3. 
Artilleru--  G,  1st  Mo.,  Capt.  Henry  Hescock. 

FOUETH  Division,  Brig.-Gen.  E.  A.  Paine.  First  Bri- 
gade, Col.  James  D.  Morgan:  10th  111.,  Lieut.-Col.  John 
Tillson;  16th  111.,  Col.  Robert  P.  Smith.  Brigade  loss: 
k,  1 ;  w,  1  =2.  Second  Brigade,  Col.  Gilbert  W.  Cumming: 
22d  111.,  Lieut.-Col.  Harrison  E.  Hart;  51st  lU.,  Lieut.- 
Col.  Luther  P.  Bradley.  Cavalry :  H  and  I,  1st  lU., 
Major  D.  P.  Jenkins.    Sharp-shooters:  64th  111.,  Major 

F.  W.  Matteson. 

Fifth  Division,  Brig.-Gen.  Joseph  B.  Plummer.  First 
Brigade,  Col.  John  Bryner :  47th  111.,  Lieut.-Col.  Daniel  L. 
Miles  ;  8th  Wis,  Lieut.-Col.  George  W.  Bobbins.  Second 
Brigade,  Col.  John  M.  Loomis :  26th  111.,  Lieut.-Col. 
Charles  J.  Tinkhaui ;  11th  Mo.,  Lieut.-Col.  William  E. 
Panabaker.  Artillery:  M,  1st  Mo.,  Capt.  Albert.  M. 
Powell. 

Cavalry  Division,  Bri.g.-Gen.  Gordon  Granger:  2d 
Mich.,  Lieut.-Col.  Selden  H.  Gorham;  3d  Mich.,  Lieut.- 
Col.  R.  H.  G.  Minty,  Col.  John  K.  Mizner. 

Artillery  Division,  Major  Warren  L.  Lothrop :  2d 
Iowa,  Capt.  N.  T.  Spoor;  5th  Wis.,  Capt.  Oscar  F.  Pinney; 
6th  Wis.,  Capt.  Henry  Dillon  ;  7th  Wis.,  Capt.  Biehard  E. 
Griffiths;  C,  1st  Mich.,  Capt.  A.  W.  Dees ;  H,  Ist  Mich., 
Capt.  Samuel  De  Golyer ;  C.  Ist  HI.,  Capt.  Charles  Hough- 
taling;  F,  2d  V.  S.,  Lieut.  John  A.  DarUug,  Lieut.  D.  P. 
WaUing. 

Unassigned  Troops  :  Engineer  Eegt.  of  the  West, 
Col.  Josiah  W.  Bissell;  22d  Mo.,  Lieut.-Col.  John  D. 
Foster;  2d  Iowa  Cav.,  Col.  W.  L.  Elliott;  2d  111.  Cav.  (4 
COS.),  Lieut.-Col.  Harvey  Hogg ;  4th  U.  S.  Cav.  (3  cos.), 
Lieut.  M.  J.  Kelly ;  1st  D.  S.  Infantry  (6  cos.),  Capt. 
George  A.  Williams.  Loss  of  latter  regiment:  k,  2;  w, 
5 ;  m,  1  =  8. 

Flotilla  Brigade,  Col.  Napoleon  B.  Buford:  27th 
111.,  Lieut.-Col.  F.  A.  Harrington;  42d  111.,  Col.  George 
W.  Roberts;  15th  Wis.,  Col.  Hans  C.  Heg;  G,  1st  111. 
Artillery,  Capt.  Arthur  O'Leary ;  G,  2d.  lU.  ArtiUery, 
Capt.  Frederick  Sparrestrom. 

Union  Naval  Forces  at  Island  Number  Ten.  Flag- 
Officer  A.  H.  Foote :  Benton  (flag-ship),  Lieut.-Comr.  S.  L. 
Phelps ;  St.  Louis,  Lieut.-Comr.  Leonard  Paulding 
Cincinnati,  Comr.  E.  N.  Stemhel;  Pittsburgh,  Lieut.- 
Comr.  Egbert  Thompson;  Mound  City,  Comr.  A.  H. 
Kilty;  Caroiidelet, Comr.  Henry  Walke;  Eleven  3Iortar- 
boats,  Capt.  Henry  E.  MajTiadier. 

The  total  Union  loss  (including  2killed  andl3wounded 
on  the  St.  Louis,  by  the  bursting  of  a  gun  March  17)  was 
17  killed,  34  wounded,  and  3  captured  or  missing. 

Confederate  Army  at  Island  Number  Ten.  (1) 
Major-Gen.  John  P.  McCowu ;  (2)  Brig.-Gen.  W.  W. 
Mackall.  Subordinate  General  Officers:  Brig.-Generals 
A.  P.  Stewart,  L.  M.  Walker,  E.  W.  Gantt,  and  James 


Trudeau.  Infantry:  Ist  Ala,,  Tenn.,  and  Miss.,  Col. 
Alphens  Baker;  1st  Ala.,  Col.  J.  G.  W.  Steedman;  4th 
Ark.  Battalion,  Major  M.  M.  McKay  ;  6th  Ark.  BattaUon, 
Lieut.-Col.  F.  A.  Terry ;  lltU  -Ark.,  Col.  J.  M.  Smith ;  12th 
Ark.,  Lieut.-Col.  W.  D.  S.  Cook;  llth  La.,  Col.  S.  F. 
Marks;  12th  La.,  Col.  Thomas  M.  Scott;  5th  La.  Battal- 
ion, Col.  J.  B.  G.  Kennedy ;  4th  Tenn.,  Col.  E.  P.  Neely ; 
5th  Tenn.,  Col.  W.  E.  Travis;  31st  Tenn.,  Col.  W.  M. 
Bradford;  40th  Tenn.,  Col.  C.  C.  Henderson  ;  46th Tenn., 
Col.  John  M.  Clark;  65th  Tenn.,  Col.  A.  J.  Brown. 
Caralry :  Hudson's  and  Wheeler's  companies.  Miss. ; 
Neely'sand  Haywood's  companies,  Tenn.  Light  Artil- 
lery :  Point  Couple,  La.  Battery,  Capt.  R.  A,  Stewart; 
Tenn.  Battery,  Capt.  Smith  P.  Bankhcad.  Tenn.  Heavy 
Artillery:  Coniiiaiiies  of  Captains  Jackson,  Sterling, 
Hiuncs,  Iluadlcy,  Caruthers,  Jones,  Di.smuke,  Rucker, 
Fisher,  Johnston,  and  Upton.  Engineer  Corps  :  Captains 

A.  B.  Gray  and  D.  B.  Harris.  Sappers  and  Miners : 
Capt.  D.  Wintter. 

Confederate  N-vval  Forces  at  Island  Nd.mber 
Ten.  Plag-Offlcer  George  N.  Hollins.  McRuc  (f!ag-ehip), 
Lieut.  Thomas  B.  Huger,  6  32-pounder8,  1  9-inch,  1  24- 
IJonuder  rifle;  Licingston,  Comr.  R.  F.  Pinkney  ;  Polk, 
Lieut.-Comr.  J.  H.  Carter,  5  guns;  Pontchartrain,  Lieut.- 
Comr.  John  W.  Dunnington;  Maurejms,  Lieut.  Joseph 
Pry,  5  rifled  guns ;  Jackson,  Lieut.  P.  B.  Rcnshaw,  2 
guns ;  Floating  Battery,  New  Orleans,  Lieut.  S.  W.  Aver- 
ett.  No  loss  reported.  The  fleet,  with  the  exception  of 
the  Floating  Battery,  was  not  actively  engaged. 

The  tot.al  Confederate  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  is 
estimated  at  about  30.  Of  the  number  of  Confederates 
captured  the  Confederate  and  Union  rejiorts  range  from 
2000  to  7000,  respectively. 

Union  Fleet  at  Port  Pillow,  May  10th,  1862.  Capt. 
Charles  Henry  Da-\-is.  commanding  jiro  tern.  Benton 
(flagship).  Lieut.  S.  L.  Tlulp^  :  <'iimiidrlel,  Comv.  Ilcury 
Walke;  Mn,i„,l  i  ■;!,/.  I'miiv.  \.  II.  Kilty;  Cinrinnati, 
Comr.  R.  N.  sttiiilxl  iw) :  St.  l.iiiiix,  Lieut.  Henry  Krben  ; 
Cairo,  Lieut.  N.  C.  Bryant;  Pittsburgh,  Lieut.  Egbert 
Thompson. 

The  Union  loss  as  oflicially  reported  was :  Cincinnati, 
wounded,  3  (1  mortally).  Mound  City,  wounded,  1. 
Total,  4. 

Union  Fleet  at  Memphis,  June  6th,  1862.  Plag-Of- 
flcer Charles  Henry  Davis,  commanding.  Gun-boats  — 
Benton  (flagship),  Lieut.  S.  L.  Phelx^s;  Louisville,  Comr. 

B.  M.  Dove ;  Carondelet,  Comr.  Henry  Walke ;  Cairo, 
Lieut.  N.  C.  Bryant ;  St.  Louis,  Lieut.  Wilson  McGunne- 
gle.  jRatn  fleet — Queen  of  the  TVesI  (flag-ship).  Col. 
Charles  EUet,  Jr. ;  Monarch,  Lieut. -Col.  AUrcd  W.  EUet ; 
Switzerland,  First  Master  David  Millard. 

The  Union  loss  as  otfici.ally  reported  was :  Gun-boats  — 
wounded,  3.  Itain  fleet  ^ -wonriAei].,  1  (Col.  EUet,  who 
subsequently  died).    Total,  4. 

Confederate  River  Defense  Fleet,  at  Fort  Pil- 
low AND  Mejiphis.  Capt.  J.  E.  Montgomery,  com- 
manding. Little  Evbel  (flag-sliiiO,  Capt.  Moutgonierj-; 
General  Bragg,  Capt.  Williaui  II.  II.  Leonard.  Cnieral 
Sterling  Price,  First 'Ulici-r,  J.  E.  Ilcntliorur  ;  Sintifer, 
Capt.  W.  W.  Lamb  ;  deiicral  Earl  Van  Diini,  Capt.  Isaac 
D.  Fulkerson;  General  .If.  Jeff.  Thoiiipson,  Cavit.  John 
H.  Burke;  General  Lnrcll,  Capt.  James  (.'.  Di-hnu-y; 
General  Beatiregftrd,  Cai)t.  James  Henry  Hurt.  Each 
vessel  call icd  one  or  more  guns,  probably  32-poun(lers. 

Till'  ('(infi-(ler;ite  loss  In  the  action  off  Fort  Pillow, 
May  10th,  as  oflicially  reported,  was :  killed,  2  ;  wounded, 
1  =  3.  No  report  was  made  of  the  Confederate  loss  in 
the  action  at  Memphis  of  June  6th,  noi'  is  it  possible,  in 
view  of  the  irregular  organization  of  the  fleet,  the  na- 
ture of  the  conflict,  and  the  dispersal  of  the  survivors, 
to  form  even  an  approximate  estimate  of  it. 
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BY    ULYSSES    S.   GRANT,    GENERAL,  U.   S.   A. 


ON    THE    SKIRMISH 


THE  battle  of  Sliiloli,  or  Pittsburg  Landing, 
■ 


fought  on  Sunday  and  Monday,  the  6th  and 
7th  of  April,  1862,  has  been   perhaps  less 
understood,  or,  to  state  the  ease  more  accu- 
rately,   more    persistently    misunderstood, 
than   any  other   engagement  between  Na- 
tional and  Confederate  troops  during  the 
entire   rebellion.     Correct    reports    of   the 
battle    have    been  published,    notably  by 
Sherman,    Badeau,   and,   in   a   speech  be- 
^       fore  a    meeting  of  veterans,   liy   (reneral 
Prentiss ;  but  all  of  these  appeared  long  subsequent  to 
the  close  of  the  rebellion,  and  after  public  opinion  had 
been  most  erroneously  formed. 

Events  had  occurred  before  the  battle,  and  others  sub- 
sequent to  it,  which  determined  me  to  make  no  report 
to  my  then  chief,  G-eneral  Halleck,  fm-ther  than  was  contained  in  a  letter, 
written  immediately  after  the  battle,  informing  him  that  an  engagement 
had  been  fought,  and  announcing  the  result.  The  occrirrences  alluded  to 
are  these :  After  the  captui*e  of  Fort  Donelson,  with  over  fifteen  thousand 
effective  men  and  all  their  munitions  of  war,  I  believed  much  more  could 
be  accomplished  without  further  sacrifice  of  life. 

Clarksville,  a  town  between  Donelson  and  Nashville,  in  the  State  of  Tennes- 
see, and  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Cumberland,  was  garrisoned  by  the  enemy. 
Nashville  was  also  garrisoned,  and  was  proliably  the  best-provisioned  depot 
at  the  time  in  the  Confederacy.  Albert  Sidney  Johnston  occupied  Bowling 
Green,  Ky.,  with  a  large  force.  I  believed,  and  my  information  justified  the 
behef,  that  these  i^laces  would  fall  into  our  hands  without  a  battle,  if  threat- 
ened promptly.  I  determined  not  to  miss  this  chance.  But  being  only  a 
district  commander,  and  under  the  immediate  orders  of  the  department 
commander.  General  Halleck,  whose  headquarters  were  at  St.  Louis,  it  was 
my  duty  to  communicate  to  him  all  I  proposed  to  do,  and  to  get  his  approval, 
if  possible.  I  did  so  communicate,  and,  receiving  no  reply,  acted  upon  my 
own  judgTQent.  The  result  proved  that  my  information  was  correct,  and 
sustained  my  judgment.  What,  then,  was  my  surprise,  after  so  much  had 
been  accomplished  by  the  troops  under  my  immediate  command  between  the 
time  of  leaving  Cau-o,  early  in  February,  and  the  4th  of  March,  to  receive 
from  my  chief  a  dispatch  of  the  latter  date,  saying:  "You  will  place  Major- 
General  C.  F.  Smith  in  command  of  expedition,  and  remain  yourself  at  Fort 
Henry.    Why  do  you  not  obey  my  orders  to  report  strength  and  positions  of 
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OtJTLIXE    MAP    or  THE    SHILOH    CAMTAIGX. 


your  command?"  I  was  left  vutually 
in  an-est  on  board  a  steamer,  without 
even  a  guard,  for  about  a  week,  when 
I  was  released  and  oi'dered  to  resume 
my  command. 

Again :  Shortly  after  the  battle  of 
Shiloh  had  been  fought,  General  Hal- 
leck  moved  his  headquarters  to  Pitts- 
bui-g  Landing,  and  assumed  command 
of  the  troops  in  the  field.  Although 
next  to  him  in  rank,  and  nominally 
in  command  of  my  old  district  and 
army,  I  was  ignored  as  much  as  if 
I  had  been  at  the  most  distant  point 
of  territory  within  my  jurisdiction ;  and  although  I  was  in  command  of 
all  the  troops  engaged  at  Shiloh,  I  was  not  pemiitted  to  see  one  of  the 
reports  of  General  Buell  or  his  subordinates  in  that  l;)attle,  until  they  were 
published  liy  the  War  Department,  long  after  the  event.  In  consequence,  I 
never  myself  made  a  full  report  of  this  engagement. 

^Mien  I  was  restored  to  my  command,  on  the  13th  of  March,  I  foimd  it  ou 
the  Tennessee  River,  part  at  Savannah  and  -paxi  at  Pittsburg  Landing,  nine 
mUes  above,  and  on  the  opposite  or  westeni  bank.  I  generally  spent  the  day 
at  Pittsburg,  and  returned  by  boat  to  Savannah  in  the  evening.  I  was  intend- 
ing to  remove  my  headquarters  to  Pittsburg,  where  I  had  sent  all  the  troops 
immediately  uj^on  my  reassuming  command,  liut  Buell,  with  the  Ai-my  of  the 
Ohio,  had  been  ordered  to  reenforce  me  from  Cohunbia,  Teuu.  He  was 
expected  daily,  and  woiild  come  in  at  Savannah.  I  remained,  therefore,  a  few 
days  longer  than  I  otherwise  should  have  done,  for  the  pm-jiose  of  meeting 
him  on  his  arrival. 

General  Lew  Wallace,  with  a  di\'ision,  had  l)een  placed  by  General  Smith 
at  Crump's  Landing,  about  five  miles  farther  down  the  river  than  Pittslnirg, 
and  also  on  the  west  bank.  His  position  I  regarded  as  so  well  chosen  that  lie 
was  not  moved  from  it  until  the  Confederate  attack  in  force  at  Shiloh. 

The  skirmishing  in  our  front  had  lieen  so  continiious  from  about  the  3d  of 
April  wj)  to  the  determined  attack,  that  I  remained  ou  the  field  each  night 
until  an  hour  when  I  felt  there  would  be  no  further  danger  ln'fore  morning.  In 
fact,  on  Friday,  the  4th,  I  was  very  mxich  injiuvd  by  my  horse  falling  with 
me  and  on  me  while  I  was  trying  to  get  to  the  front,  where  tiring  had  been 
heard.  The  night  was  one  of  impenetrable  darkness,  with  rain  jioiu-ing  down 
in  torrents;  nothing  was  visible  to  the  eye  excejit  as  revealed  1iy  the  frequent 
flashes  of  lightning.  Under  these  circumstances  I  had  to  trust  to  the  horee, 
without  guidance,  to  keep  the  road.  I  had  not  gone  far,  however,  when  I 
met  General  W.  H.  L.  Wallace  and  General  (then  Colonel)  McPherson  coming 
from  the  direction  of  the  front.  They  said  all  was  quiet  so  far  as  the  enemy 
was  concerned.  Ou  the  way  Itack  to  the  boat  my  horse's  feet  slipped  from 
under  him,  and  he  fell  with  mv  leg  under  his  bodv.     The  extreme  softness  of 
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the  ground,  from  the  excessive  rains  of  the  few  preceding  days,  no  doubt 
saved  me  from  a  severe  injury  and  protracted  lameness.  As  it  was,  my 
ankle  was  very  much  injured ;  so  much  so,  that  my  boot  had  to  be  cut  off. 
Dming  the  battle,  and  for  two  or  three  days  after,  I  was  unable  to  walk 
except  with  crutches. 

On  the  5th  General  Nelson,  with  a  division  of  Buell's  army,  arrived  at 
Savannah,  and  I  ordered  him  to  move  up  the  east  bank  of  the  river,  to  be 

in  a  position  where 
he  could  be  ferried 
over  to  Crump's 
Landing  or  Pitts- 
biu'g  Landing,  as 
occasion  required. 
I  had  learned  that 
General  Buell  him- 
self would  be  at 
Savannah  the  next 


THE  LANDING  BELOW  THE  HOISE.  FKOM  PHOTOGRAPHS  TAKEN  IN  1884. 

Cnmip's  Landing  is,  by  river,  about  five  miles  below  (nortli  of)  Pittsburg  Land- 
ing. Here  one  of  General  Lew  Wallace's  tliree  brigades  was  encamped  on  the 
morning  of  the  battle,  anotber  brigade  being  two  miles  back,  on  the  road  to  Purdy, 
and  a  third  brigade  half  a  mile  farther  advanced.  The  Widow  Crump's  house 
is  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  above  the  landing. 


day,  and  desu-ed  to 
meet  me  on  his  ai- 
rival.  Aifairs  at 
Pittsburg  Landing 
had  been  such  for 
several  days  that  I 
did  not  want  to  be 
away  duiing  the 
day.  I  determined, 
therefore,  to  take  a 
very  early  breakfast  and  ride  out  to  meet  Buell,  and  thus  save  time.  He  had 
arrived  on  the  evening  of  the  5th,  but  had  not  advised  me  of  the  fact,  and  I  was 
not  aware  of  it  until  some  time  after.  Wliile  I  was  at  breakfast,  however, 
heavy  firing  was  heard  in  the  direction  of  Pittsburg  Landing,  and  I  hastened 
there,  sending  a  hm-ried  note  to  Buell,  informing  him  of  the  reason  why  I 
could  not  meet  him  at  Savannah.  On  the  way  up  the  river  I  directed  the 
dispatch-boat  to  run  in  close  to  Crump's  Landing,  so  that  I  could  communi- 
cate with  General  Lew  Wallace.  I  found  him  waiting  on  a  boat,  apparently 
expecting  to  see  me,  and  I  directed  him  to  get  his  troops  in  line  ready  to 
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execute  any  ordei's  he  might  receive.   He  replied  that  his  troops  "were  already 
under  arms  and  jjrepared  to  move. 

Up  to  that  time  I  had  felt  by  no  means  certain  that  Cramp's  Landing 
might  not  be  the  i^oint  of  attack.  On  reaching  the  front,  however,  ah»out  8 
A.  M.,  I  found  that  the  attack  on  Shiloh  was  unmistakable,  and  that  nothing 
more  than  a  small  guard,  to  protect  our  transports  and  stores,  was  needed  at 
Crump's.  Captain  A.  S.  Baxter,  a  quartennaster  on  my  staff,  was  accordingly 
directed  to  go  back  and  order  General  "Wallace  to  march  immediately  to  Pitts- 
bm-g,  by  the  road  nearest  the  liver.  Captain  Baxter  made  a  memorandimi 
of  his  order.  About  1  p.  ii.,  not  hearing  from  WaUace,  and  being  much  in 
need  of  reenforeements,  I  sent  two  more  of  my  staff,  Colonel  James  B. 
McPherson  and  Captain  W.  R.  Eowley,  to  bring  him  up  with  his  division. 
They  reported  finding  him  marching  toward  Purdy,  Bethel,  or  some  point 
west  from  the  river,  and  farther  from  Pittsbiu'g  by  several  miles  than  when 
he  started.  The  road  from  his  first  position  was  direct,  and  near  the  river. 
Between  the  two  points  a  bridge  had  been  built  across  Snake  Creek  by  oiu- 
troops,  at  which  Wallace's  command  had  assisted,  expressly  to  enable  the 
troops  at  the  two  j^laces  to  support  each  other  in  case  of  need.  Wallace  did 
not  arrive  in  time  to  take  part  in  the  first  day's  fight.  General  Wallace  has 
since  claimed  that  the  order  delivered  to  him  by  Cajstain  Baxter  was  simply 
to  join  the  right  of  the  army,  and  that  the  road  over  which  he  marched 
would  have  taken  him  to  the  road  from  Pittsburg  to  Purdy,  where  it  crosses 
Owl  Creek,  on  the  right  of  Sherman ;  but  this  is  not  where  I  had  ordered 
him  nor  where  I  wanted  him  to  go.  I  never  could  see,  and  do  not  now  see, 
why  any  order  was  necessary  fiu'ther  than  to  direct  him  to  come  to  Pitts- 
burg Landing,  without  specifying  Ijy  what  route.  His  was  one  of  three  vet- 
eran divisions  that  had  been  in  battle,  and  its  absence  was  severely  felt. 
Later  in  the  war.  General  WaUace  would  never  have  made  the  mistake  that 
he  committed  on  the  6th  of  April,  1862.  I  presume  his  idea  was  that  l>y 
taking  the  route  he  did,  he  would  be  able  to  come  around  on  the  flank  or 
rear  of  the  enemy,  and  thus  j^erform  an  act  of  heroism  that  would  redoimd  to 
the  credit  of  his  command,  as  well  as  to  the  benefit  of  his  country.  % 

3>  Since  the  publication  in  •'  The  Century ''  of  my  where  our  right  rested.    In  this  letter  General  Lew 

article  on  "The  Battle  of  Shiloh  "  I  have  received  Wallace  advises  General  W.  H.  L.  Wallace  that  he 

from  jMi-s.  W.  H.  L.  Wallace,  widow  of  the  gallant  will  send  ''to-morrow"  (and  his  letter  also  says 

general  who  was  killed  in  the  first  day's  fight  at  "April  oth,"  which  is  the  same  day  the  letter  was 

that  battle,  a  letter  from  General  Lew  Wallace  to  dated  and  which,  therefore,  must  have  been  writ- 

him,  dated  the  morning  of  the  ."ith.     At  the  date  ten  on  the  4th1  some  cavalry  to  rejvjrt  to  him  at 

of  this  letter  it  was  well  known  that  the  Confeder-  his  headquarters,  and  suggesting  tjie  propriety  of 

ates  had  troops  out  along  the  ilobile  and  Ohio  rail-  General  W.  H.  L.  Wallace's  sending  a  company 

road  west    of    Crump's    Landing  and    Pittsburg  back  with  them  for  the  purpose  of  luiving  the  oav- 

Landing,   and  were   also   collecting  near   Shiloh.  airy  at  the  two  landings   familiarize   themselves 

This  letter  shows  that  at  that  time  General  Lew  with  the  ro.ad,  so  that  they  covUd  "act  promptly 

Wallace  was  making  preparations  for  the  emer-  in  case  of  emergency  as  guides  to  and  from  the 

gency  that  might  happen  for  the  passing  of  reen-  different  camps." 

forcements  between  Shiloh  ai\(l  his  position,  ex-         This  modifies  very  materially  what  I  have  said. 

tending    from   (^rump's    Landing   westward;    and  and  what  has  been  said  by  others,  of  the  oonduof 

ho  sends  the  letter  over  the   road  running   fi-imi  of  General  Lew  Wallace  at  the  battle  of  Shiloh. 

Adamsvillo  to  the  Pittsburg  Lauding  and  Purdy  It  shows  that  he  naturally,  with  no  more  exi>eri- 

road.     These  two  roads  intersect  nearly  a  mile  enoe  than  he  had  at  the  time  in  the  profession  of 

west  of  the  crossing  of  the  latter  over  Owl  Creek,  iirms,  would  take  the  particular  road  that  he  did 


THE  BATTLE  OF  SHILOH. 


469 


Shiloli  was  a  log  meetiug- 
louse,  some  two  or  three 
miles  from  Pittsbiu'g  Laiid- 
lug,  and  on  the  ridge  which 
divides  the  waters  of  Snake 
and  Lick  creeks,  the  former 
( nteriug  into  the  Tennes- 
see just  north  of  Pittsbm-g 
Landing,  and  the  latter 
south.  Shiloh  was  the  key 
to  ovu'  position,  and  was 
held  by  Sherman.  His  di- 
vision   was    at    that    time 


NEW    SHILOH    CHCKCH.    ON"    THE    SITE    OF 
THE    LOG    CHAPEL    WHICH    WAS    DE- 
STROYED AFTER  THE  BATTLE, 

wholly  raw,  no  jDart  of  it 
ever  having  been  in  an  en- 
gagement, but  I  thought  this 
deficiency  was  more  than 
made  up  by  the  superiority 
of  the  commander.  McCler- 
nand  was  on  Sherman's 
left,  with  troops  that  had 
been  engaged  at  Fort  Don- 
elson,  and  were  therefore 
veterans  so  far  as  Western 
troops  had  become  such 
at  that  stage  of  the  war. 
Next  to  McClernand  came 
Prentiss,  with  a  raw  division, 
and  on  the  extreme  left, 
Stuart,  with  one  brigade  of  Sherman's  diAasion.  Hurlbut  was  in  rear  of 
Prentiss,  massed,  and  in  reserve  at  the  time  of  the  onset.  The  division  of 
General  C.  F.  Smith  was  on  the  right,  also  in  reserve.     General  Smith  was 


SHILOH    SPRING,    IN"    THE    RAVINE    SOUTH    OF     THE    CHAPEL. 
FROM    I'HOTOGRAPHS    TAKEN    IN    1884. 

The  eprin^  is  ou  tlie  Confederate  side  of  the  ravine.    Hard  lighting 

took  place  here,  in  the  early  morning  of  Sunday, 

between  Sherman's  and  Hardee's  troops. 


start  upon  in  the  absence  of  orders  to  move  by  a 
different  road. 

The  mistake  he  made,  and  which  probably 
caused  his  apparent  dilatoriness,  was  that  of  ad- 
vancing some  distance  after  he  found  that  the 
tiring,  which  would  be  at  first  directly  to  his  front 
and  then  off  to  the  left,  had  fallen  back  until  it  had 
got  very  much  in  rear  of  the  position  of  his  advance. 
This  falling  back  had  taken  place  before  I  sent 
General  Wallace  orders  to  move  up  to  Pittsburg 
Landing,  and,  naturally,  my  order  was  to  follow  the 
road  nearest  the  river.  But  my  order  was  verbal, 
and  to  a  staff-officer  who  was  to  deliver  it  to  Gen- 


eral Wallace,  so  that  I  am  not  competent  to  say 
just  what  order  the  general  actually  received. 

General  Wallace's  division  was  stationed,  the 
First  Brigade  at  Crump's  Landing,  the  Second  out 
two  miles,  and  the  Third  two  and  a  half  miles  out. 
Hearing  the  sounds  of  battle,  General  Wallace  early 
ordered  his  First  and  Third  brigades  to  concen- 
trate on  the  Second.  If  the  position  of  our  front 
had  not  changed,  the  road  which  Wallace  took 
would  have  been  somewhat  shorter  to  our  right 
than  the  Eiver  road. 

V.  S,  Geaht. 

Mount  McGkeooe,  N.  Y.,  June  21, 1885. 


The  map  used  with  General  (rrmit's  article  on  seiinenlly  General  Grant,  thronsh  his  son.  Colonel 
Shiloh,  as  first  jn-inteil  in"  Tlie  Century  "Jlasaxine  Frederiek  D.  Grant,  furnishoii  the  etiitors  with 
for  February,  1  SS."i.  was  a  copy  of  the  otiieial  map  a  revision  o*  the  otHoial  map.  agroeing  in  overy 
(see  page  ."(18)  which  was  suliniittcil  by  tlu>  editors  respect  with  the  map  printed  in  the  "  Memoirs."' 
to  General  Grant  and  was  approved  l>y  him.    Sub-     here  reproduced.    In  response  to  au  inquiry  by  the 
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riKST    POSITIOX    OF    WAIEEHUUSE'S   BATTEEY.     FKOil    A    SKETCH    MADE    SHOKILY    AFTER    THE    BATTLE. 


Major  Ezra  Taylor,  General  Sherman's  chief  of  artil- 
lery, says  in  his  report :  "  Captain  A.  C.  Waterhouse's 
battery  [was  placed]  near  the  left  of  the  division  [Sher- 
man's] —  four  guns  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Owl  Creek 
[to  the  left  and  front  of  General  Sherman's  headquar- 
ters] and  two  guns  on  the  left  bank  of  Owl  Greek  [about 
150  yards  to  the  front].  The  enemy  appearing  in  large 
masses,  and  opening  a  battery  to  the  front  and  right  of 
the  two  guns,  advanced  across  Owl  Creek.  I  instructed 
Captain  Waterhouse  to  retire  the  two  guns  to  the  posi- 
tion occupied  by  the  rest  of  his  liattery,  about  which 
time  the  enemy  appeared  in  large  force  in  the  open  Ueld 


directly  in  front  of  the  position  of  this  battery,  bearing 
aloft,  as  I  supi)osed,  the  American  flag,  and  their  men 
and  officers  wearing  uniforms  so  similar  to  ours  that 
I  hesitated  to  open  fire  on  them  until  they  passed  into 
the  woods  and  were  followed  by  other  troops  who  wore 
a  uniform  not  to  be  mistaken.  I  afterward  learned  that 
the  uniform  jackets  worn  by  these  troops  were  black. 
As  soon  as  I  was  certain  as  to  the  character  of  the 
troops,  I  ordered  the  tli'iug  to  commence,  which  was 
done  in  fine  style  and  with  excellent  precision."  Both 
Captain  Waterhouse  and  Lieutenant  A.  E.  Abbott  were 
severely  wounded.—  Editors. 


sick  in  bed  at  Savannali,  some  nine  miles  below,  but  in  bearing  of  our  gnns. 
His  services  on  those  two  eventful  days  would  no  doubt  have  been  of 
inestimable  value  bad  bis  health  permitted  his  presence.  The  command 
of  bis  division  devolved  upon  Brigadier-General  W.  H.  L.  Wallace,  a  most 
estimable  and  able  officer, —  a  veteran,  too,  for  be  had  served  a  year  in 
the  Mexican  war,  and  had  been  with  bis  command  at  Henry  and  Donelson. 
Wallace  was  mortally  wounded  in  the  first  day's  engagement,  and  with  the 


editors  for  the  reasons  which  influenced  General 
Grant  in  making  the  substitution,  Colonel  Grant 
wrote  as  follows,  under  date  of  Chicago,  111.,  March 
20th,  1887:  "  Father  was  very  ill  when  the  map 
used  with  his  article,  on  Shiloh,  by  '  The  Century ' 
Co.,  was  submitted  to  him.  He  looked  at  the 
topography  and  found  it  about  as  he  remembered 
the  ground;  but  after  you  published  it,  he  read 
some  of  the  criticisms  upon  both  the  article 
and  the  map.  Thus  having  his  attention  called 
to  the  subject,  he  revised  the  article,  making 
it  more  forcible,  and  directed  me  to  get  for  his 
book  the  map  which  was  in   the  possession  of 


Colonel  Dayton,  Secretary  of  the  Society  of  the 
Army  of  the  Tennessee,  and  which  he  had  heard 
of  or  seen. 

"  This  map  proved  to  be  more  satisfactory  to  him 
than  the  one  he  had  first  used,  as  it  agreed  more 
perfectly  with  his  statements  and  reeolleetion  of 
the  positions  occupied  by  the  troops  at  the  end 
of  the  first  day's  battle.  Therefore,  the  only 
reason  that  can  be  assigned  for  General  Grant's 
change  of  maps  is  that  the  one  used  in  his  book 
['Memoirs']  was  more  saWsfaoton/  io  him,  his  deU- 
eate  health  having  prevented  his  thorough  inves- 
tigation of  the  map  in  the  first  place." 
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CONFEDERATE    CHARGE    CTON"    PRENTISS'S    CAMP   OS    SCSDAT    MORNING. 


Of  the  capture  of  General  Prentiss's  camp,  Colonel 
Francis  Quinn  (Twelfth  Michigan  Infantry)  says  in  his 
official  rf'iinrt  dated  April  0th:  "About  daylight  the 
dead  ami  wniiiidcii  Itegan  to  be  brought  in.  The  firing 
grew  clcisiM  and  chiser,  till  it  became  ninnifest  a  heavy 
force  of  the  enemy  was  upon  us.  The  division  was 
ordered  into  line  of  battle  by  General  Prentiss,  and  im- 
mediately advanced  in  line  about  one-quarter  of  a  mile 
from  the  tents,  where  the  enemy  were  met  in  short- 
firing  distauce.  Volley  after  volley  was  given  and  re- 
turned, and  many  fell  on  both  sides,  but  their  immbers 
were  too  heavy  for  our  forces.  I  could  see  to  the  right 
and  left.    They  were  visible  in  line,  and  every  hill-top 


in  the  rear  was  covered  vriWi  them.  It  wa.s  manifest 
they  were  advancing,  in  not  only  one,  but  several  lines 
of  battle.  The  whole  division  fell  back  to  their  tents 
and  again  rallied,  and.  although  no  regular  line  was 
formed,  yet  from  behind  everj-  tree  a  deadly  fire  was 
poured  out  upon  the  enemy,  which  held  them  in  cheot 
for  about  one  half-hour,  when,  reenforcements  coming 
to  their  assistance,  they  advanced  furiously  upon  our 
camp,  and  we  were  forced  again  to  give  way.  At  this 
time  we  lost  four  pieces  of  artillery.  The  division  fell 
back  about  one  half-mile,  very  much  scattereil  and 
broken.  Here  we  were  posted,  being  drawn  up  In  line 
behind  a  dense  clump  of  bushes." — Editors. 


chaiige  of  commanders  thus  necessarily  effected  iu  the  heat  of  battle,  the 
efficiency  of  his  di^'ision  was  much  weakened. 

The  position  of  om*  troops  made  a  continuous  line  from  Lick  Creek,  on  the 
left,  to  Owl  Creek,  a  branch  of  Snake  Creek,  on  the  right,  facing  nearly  south, 
and  possibly  a  little  west.  [See  map,  ]iage  470.]  The  water  in  all  these  streams 
was  very  liigh  at  the  time,  and  contributed  to  jn'otect  our  flanks.  The  enemy 
was  coni]ielled,  therefore,  to  attack  directly  in  front.  This  lie  did  with  gi-eat 
vigor,  intlicting  heavy  losses  on  the  Natitnial  side,  Imt  suffering  much  hea^■^er 
on  his  own. 

The  Confederate  assaults  were  made  with  such  disregard  of  losses  on  their 
own  side,  that  our  line  of  tents  soon  fell  into  their  hands.  The  ground  on 
which  the  battle  was  fought  was  undulating,  hea%'ily  timbered,  \d\h  scattered 
clearings,  the  woods  gi^nng  some  protection  to  the  troops  on  both  sides. 
There  was  also  considerable  underbrush.  A  number  of  attempts  were  made 
by  the  enemy  to  turn  our  right  llauk,  where  Sherman  was  posted,  but  every 
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effort  was  repulsed  with  heavy  loss.  But  the  front  attack  was  kept  up  so 
vigorously  that,  to  prevent  the  success  of  these  attempts  to  get  on  our  flanks, 
the  National  troops  were  compelled  several  times  to  take  positions  to  the  rear, 
nearer  Pittsburg  Landing.  When  the  firing  ceased  at  night,  the  National  line 
was  all  of  a  mile  in  rear  of  the  position  it  had  occupied  in  the  morning. 

In  one  of  the  backward  moves,  on  the  6th,  the  di^'ision  commanded  by 
General  Prentiss  did  not  fall  back  with  the  others.  This  left  his  flanks  exposed, 
and  enabled  the  enemy  to  capture  him,  with  about  2200  of  his  officers  and 
men.  General  Badeau  gives  4  o'clock  of  the  6th  as  about  the  time  this  cap- 
ture took  place.  He  may  be  right  as  to  the  time,  but  my  recollection  is  that 
the  houi"  was  later.  General  Prentiss  himself  gave  the  hour  as  half -past  five. 
I  was  with  him,  as  I  was  with  each  of  the  division  commanders  that  day, 
several  times,  and  my  recollection  is  that  the  last  time  I  was  with  him  was 
about  haE-past  four,  when  his  division  was  standing  up  firmly,  and  the  gen- 
eral was  as  cool  as  if  expecting  victory.  But  no  matter  whether  it  was  four  or 
later,  the  story  that  he  and  liis  command  were  surj)rised  and  captured  in  their 
cam]3s  is  without  any  foundation  whatever.  If  it  had  been  true,  as  currently 
reported  at  the  time,  and  yet  believed  by  thousands  of  people,  that  Prentiss 
and  his  division  had  been  cajatured  in  their  beds,  there  would  not  have  been 
an  all-day  struggle  mth  the  loss  of  thousands  killed  and  wounded  on  the 
Confederate  side. 

With  the  single  exception  of  a  few  minutes  after  the  capture  of  Prentiss, 
a  continuous  and  unbroken  line  was  maintained  all  day  from  Snake  Creek  or 
its  tributaries  on  the  right  to  Lick  Creek  or  the  Tennessee  on  the  left,  above 
Pittsburg.  There  was  no  hour  during  the  day  when  there  was  not  heavy 
firing  and  generally  hard  fighting  at  some  point  on  the  line,  but  seldom  at  all 
points  at  the  same  time.  It  was  a  case  of  Southern  dash  against  Northern 
pluck  and  endui'ance. 

Three  of  the  five  divisions  engaged  on  Sunday  were  entirely  I'aw,  and 
many  of  the  men  had  only  received  their  arms  on  the  way  from  theii-  States 
to  the  field.  Many  of  them  had  arrived  but  a  day  or  two  before,  and  were 
hardly  able  to  load  their  muskets  according  to  the  manual.  Their  officers 
were  equally  ignorant  of  theii"  duties.  Under  these  circumstances,  it  is  not 
astonishing  that  many  of  the  regiments  broke  at  the  first  fire.  In  two  cases, 
as  I  now  remember,  colonels  led  their  regiments  from  the  field  on  first 
hearing  the  whistle  of  the  enemy's  bullets.  In  these  cases  the  colonels  were 
constitutional  cowards,  unfit  for  any  military  position.  But  not  so  the  ofificers 
and  men  led  out  of  danger  by  them.  Better  troops  never  went  upon  a  battle- 
field than  many  of  these  officers  and  men  afterward  proved  themselves  to  be 
who  fled  panic-stricken  at  the  first  whistle  of  bullets  and  shell  at  Shiloh. 

Dm-ing  the  whole  of  Sunday  I  was  continuously  engaged  in  passing  from 
one  part  of  the  field  to  another,  giving  directions  to  division  commanders. 
In  thus  moving  along  the  line,  however,  I  never  deemed  it  important  to  stay 
long  with  Sherman.  Although  his  troops  were  then  under  fire  for  the  first 
time,  their  commander,  by  his  constant  presence  with  them,  inspired  a  confi- 
dence in  officers  and  men  that  enabled  them  to  render  services  on  that  bloody 
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battle-field  worthy  of  the  Ijest  of  veterans.  McCleruaud  was  next  to  Sherman, 
and  the  hardest  fighting  was  in  front  of  these  two  divisions.  McClernand 
told  me  on  that  day,  the  6th,  that  he  profited  much  by  haA-ing  so  able  a  com- 
mander supi)orting  him.  A  casualty  to  Sherman  that  wcjiild  have  taken 
him  from  the  field  that  daj'  would  have  been  a  sad  one  for  the  troops  engaged 
at  Shiloh.  And  how  near  we  came  to  this!  On  the  Oth  Sherman  was  shot 
twice,  once  in  the  hand,  once  in  the  shoulder,  the  Ijall  cutting  his  coat  and 
making  a  slight  wound,  and  a  thii"d  ball  passed  through  his  hat.  In  addition 
to  this  he  had  several  horses  shot  during  the  day. 

The  nature  of  this  battle  was  such  that  cavaky  could  not  be  used  in  front; 
I  therefore  formed  om-s  into  line,  in  rear,  to  stop  stragglers,  of  whom  there 
were  many.  When  there  would  be  enough  of  them  to  make  a  show,  and  after 
they  had  recovered  from  their  fright,  they  would  be  sent  to  reenforee  some 
part  of  the  line  which  needed  support,  without  regard  to  their  companies, 
regiments,  or  Ijrigades. 

On  one  occasion  during  the  day,  I  rode  back  as  far  as  the  river  and  met 
General  Buell,  who  had  just  arrived;  I  do  not  remember  the  horn-,  but  at 
that  time  there  probably  were  as  many  as  foiu-  or  five  thousand  stragglers 
lying  under  cover  of  the  river-bluff,  panic-stricken,  most  of  whom  would 
have  been  shot  where  they  lay,  without  resistance,  before  they  would  have 
taken  muskets  and  marched  to  the  front  to  protect  themselves.  This 
meeting  between  Greneral  Buell  and  myself  was  on  the  dispatch-boat  used  to 
run  between  the  landing  and  Savannah.  It  was  brief,  and  related  specially 
to  his  getting  his  troops  over  the  river.  As  we  left  the  boat  together,  Buell's 
attention  was  attracted  by  the  men  hing  imder  cover  of  the  liauk.  I  saw 
him  berating  them  and  trWng  to  shame  them  into  joining  then-  regiments. 
He  even  threatened  them  with  shells  from  the  gun-boats  near  by.  But  it  was 
all  to  no  effect.  j\Iost  of  these  men  afterward  jiroved  themselves  as  gallant 
as  any  of  those  who  saved  the  battle  from  which  they  had  deserted.  I  have 
no  doubt  that  this  sight  impressed  Greneral  Buell  wdXh.  the  idea  that  a  line  of 
retreat  would  be  a  good  thing  just  then.  If  he  had  come  in  by  the  front 
instead  of  through  the  stragglers  in  the  rear,  he  would  have  thought  and  felt 
differently.  Could  he  have  come  thi-ough  the  Confederate  rear,  he  would 
have  witnessed  there  a  scene  similar  to  that  at  our  own.  The  distant  rear  of 
an  army  engaged  in  battle  is  not  the  l>est  place  from  which  to  judge  cor- 
rectly what  is  going  on  in  front.  Later  iu  the  war,  while  occupying  the 
country  between  the  Tennessee  and  the  Mississippi,  I  learned  that  the  panic 
in  the  Confederate  lines  had  not  differed  nnich  fi'om  that  within  our  own. 
Some  of  the  country  people  estimated  the  stragglers  from  Johnston's  army 
as  high  as  twenty  thousand.     Of  course,  this  was  an  exaggeration. 

The  sitiiation  at  the  close  of  Sunday  was  as  follows:  Along  the  top 
of  the  bluff  just  south  of  the  log-house  which  stood  at  Pittsbiu-g  Lauding, 
Colonel  J.  D.  Webster,  of  my  staff',  had  arranged  twenty  or  more  pieces 
of  artillery  facing  soutli,  or  \\\\  \\\o  river.  This  line  of  artillery  was  on  the 
crest  of  a  hill  overlooking  a  dei'p  ravine  i)pening  into  the  Tennessee.  Hurlbut, 
with  his  division  intact,  was  on  the  right  of  this  artillery,  extending  west  and 
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CHECKING    THE    COMEDER\TE    AD\  AN    t        N     T}IE    L\  LMN        (H    THE    FUST    DAI 

Above  tMs  ravine,  near  tlie  landing,  the  Federal  reserve  artillery  was  posted,  and  it  was  ou  this  line  tlie 

Confederate  advance  was  checked,  about  sunset,  Sunday  evening.    The  Confederates 

then  fell  hacli  and  hivouacked  in  the  Federal  camps. 

possibly  a  little  north.  MeCleniand  came  next  in  the  general  line,  looking 
more  to  the  west.  His  division  was  comi^lete  in  its  organization  and  ready 
for  any  duty.  Sherman  came  next,  his  right  extending  to  Snake  Creek.  His 
command,  like  the  other  two,  was  complete  in  its  organization  and  ready,  like 
its  chief,  for  any  service  it  might  be  called  upon  to  render.  All  three  divisions 
were,  as  a  matter  of  course,  more  or  less  shattered  and  depleted  in  numbers 
from  the  terrible  battle  of  the  day.  The  division  of  "W.  H.  L.  Wallace,  as  much 
from  the  disorder  arising  from  changes  of  di\dsion  and  brigade  commanders, 
tmder  heavy  fii-e,  as  from  any  other  cause,  had  lost  its  organization,  and  did 
not  occupy  a  place  in  the  line  as  a  division ;  Prentiss's  command  was  gone  as 
a  di\'ision,  many  of  its  members  having  been  killed,  wounded,  or  captured. 
But  it  had  rendered  valiant  service  before  its  final  disj^ersal,  and  had  contrib- 
uted a  good  share  to  the  defense  of  Shiloh. 

There  was,  I  have  said,  a  deep  ravine  in  front  of  our  left.  The  Tennessee 
River  was  very  high,  and  there  was  water  to  a  considerable  depth  in  the 
ravine.  Here  the  enemy  made  a  last  desperate  effort  to  tui'n  our  flank, 
but  was  repelled.  The  gun-boats  Tyler  and  Lexington^  Gwin  and  Shirk 
commanding,  with  the  artillery  under  Webster,  aided  the  army  and  effectu- 
ally checked  theu'  f lu'ther  progi'ess.  Before  any  of  Buell's  troops  had  reached 
the  west  bank  of  the  Tennessee,  firing  had  almost  entirely  ceased ;  anji:hing 
like  an  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  to  advance  had  absolutely  ceased. 
There  was  some  artillery  firing  from  an  unseen  enemy,  some  of  his  shells 
passing  beyond  us;  but  I  do  not  remember  that  there  was  the  whistle  of  a 
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•single  musket -ball  heard.  As  his  troops  ariived  in  the  dusk,  Greueral 
Buell  marched  several  of  his  regiments  part  way  down  the  face  of  the 
hill,  where  they  fired  briskly  for  some  minutes,  but  I  do  not  think  a  single 
man  engaged  in  this  firing  received  an  injmy;  the  attack  had  spent  its  force. 

General  Lew 
Wallace,  with  5000 
effective  men,  ar- 
rived after  filing 
had  ceased  for 
the  day,  and  was 
placed  on  the 
right.  Thus  night 
came,  "Wallace 
i-ame,  and  the  ad- 
\"ance  of  Nelson's 
division  came, 
but  none — unless 
night — in  time  to 
be  of  material  ser- 
vice to  the  gallant 
men  who  saved 
Shiloh  on  that 
first  day,  against 
large  odds.  Buell's 
loss  on  the  6th  of 
April  was  two  men 
killed  and  one 
wounded,  all  mem- 
bers of  the  36th 
Indiana  Infantry. 
The  Army  of  tlie 

Tennessee  lost  on  that  day  at  least  7000  men.  The  presence  of  two  or  three 
regiments  of  his  army  on  the  west  bank  before  firing  ceased  had  not  the 
slightest  effect  in  preventing  the  capture  of  Pittsburg  Landing. 

So  confident  was  I  before  firing  had  ceased  on  the  6tli  that  the  next  day 
would  bring  victory  to  our  arms  if  we  could  only  take  the  initiative,  that  I 
visited  each  diAdsion  commander  in  person  before  any  reeuforcements  had 
reached  the  field.  I  directed  them  to  throw  out  heaA-y  lines  of  skii-mishers  in 
the  morning  as  soon  as  they  could  see,  and  piish  them  forward  until  they 
found  the  enemy,  following  "with  their  entire  di-\-isions  in  supinirting  distance, 
and  to  engage  the  enemy  as  soon  as  found.  To  Sherman  I  told  the  story  of 
the  assault  at  Fort  Donelson,  and  said  that  the  same  tai'tics  would  Avin  at  Slii- 
loh.  Victory  was  assured  when  "Wallace  arrived  even  if  thei-e  liad  been  no  other 
support.  The  ent^my  received  no  rei'nt'orcements.  He  had  suffertMl  heavy  losses 
in  killed,  wounded,  and  straggling,  and  his  commander,  (reneral  Albert  Sidney 
Johnston,  was  dead.     I  was  glad,  however,  to  see  the  reenforcemeuts  of  BueU 
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and  credit  them  with  doing  all  there  was  for  them  to  do.  During  the  night  of  the 
6th  the  remainder  of  Nelson's  division,  Buell's  army,  crossed  the  river,  and  were 
ready  to  advance  in  the  morning,  forming  the  left  wing.  Two  other  divisions, 
Crittenden's  and  McCook's,  came  up  the  river  from  Savannah  in  the  trans- 
ports, and  were  on  the  west  bank  early  on  the  7th.  Buell  commanded  them 
in  person.    My  command  was  tlnis  nearly  doubled  in  numbers  and  efficiency. 

Dm-ing  the  night  rain  fell  in  torrents,  and  oiu-  troops  were  exposed  to  the 
storm  without  shelter.  I  made  my  headquarters  under  a  tree  a  few  hundred 
yards  back  from  the  river-bank.  My  ankle  was  so  much  swollen  from  the 
fall  of  my  horse  the  Friday  night  preceding,  and  the  bruise  was  so  painful, 
that  I  could  get  no  rest.  The  di-enching  rain  would  have  precluded  the  pos- 
sibility of  sleep,  without  this  additional  cause.  Some  time  after  midnight, 
growing  restive  under  the  storm  and  the  continuous  pain,  I  moved  back  to 
the  log-house  on  the  bank.  This  had  been  taken  as  a  hospital,  and  all  night 
wounded  men  were  being  brought  in,  their  wounds  di-essed,  a  leg  or  an  arm 
amputated,  as  the  case  might  require,  and  everything  being  done  to  save  life 
or  alleviate  suffering.  The  sight  was  more  unenduraljle  than  encountering 
the  enemy's  fire,  and  I  returned  to  my  tree  in  the  rain. 

The  advance  on  the  morning  of  the  7th  developed  the  enemy  in  the  camps 
occupied  by  our  troops  before  the  battle  began,  more  than  a  mile  back  from 
the  most  advanced  position  of  the  Confederates  on  the  day  before.  It  is 
known  now  that  they  had  not  yet  learned  of  the  arrival  of  Buell's  com- 
mand. Possibly  they  fell  back  so  far  to  get  the  shelter  of  our  tents  during 
the  rain,  and  also  to  get  away  from  the 
shells  that  were  dropped  upon  them  by 
the  gun -boats  every  fifteen  minutes 
during  the  night. 

The  position  of  the  Union  troops  on 
the  morning  of  the  7th  was  as  follows : 
General  Lew  Wallace  on  the  right,  Sher- 
man on  his  left ;  then  MeClernand,  and 
then  Hurlbut.  Nelson,  of  Buell's  army, 
was  on  our  extreme  left,  next  to  the 
river;  Crittenden  was  next  in  line  after 
Nelson,  and  on  his  right;  McCook  fol- 
lowed, and  formed  the  extreme  right  of 
BueU's  command.  My  old  command  thus 
formed  the  right  wing,  while  the  troops 
directly  under  Buell  constituted  the  left 
wing  of  the  army.  These  relative  positions 
were  retained  during  the  entire  day,  or  un- 
til the  enemy  was  driven  from  the  field. 

In  a  very  short  time  the  battle  became  general  all  along  the  line.  This  day 
everything  was  favorable  to  the  Federal  side.  We  had  now  become  the 
attacking  party.  The  enemy  was  driven  back  all  day,  as  we  had  been  the  day 
before,  until  finally  he  beat  a  precipitate  retreat.    The  last  point  held  by  him 
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was  uear  the  road  leading  from  the  lauding  to  Corinth,  on  the  left  of  Sherman 
and  right  of  MeClernand.  About  3  o'clock,  being  near  that  point  and  seeing 
that  the  enemy  was  giving  way  everj^where  else,  I  gathered  up  a  couple  of 
regiments,  or  parts  of  regiments,  from  troops  near  by,  formed  them  in  line  of 
battle  and  marched  them  forward,  going  in  front  myself  to  prevent  prema- 
ture or  long-range  firing.     At  this  point  there  was  a  clearing  between  us  and 

the  enemy  favorable  for  charging,  although 
exposed.  I  knew  the  enemy  were  ready  to 
break,  and  only  wanted  a  little  encom-age- 
ment  from  us  to  go  quickly  and  join  theii- 
friends  who  had  started  earlier.  After  march- 
ing to  within  musket-range,  I  stopped  and  let 
the  troops  pass.  The  command,  Chaiye,  was 
given,  and  was  executed  with  loud  cheers,  and 
with  a  ran,  when  the  last  of  the  enemy  broke. 
During  this  second  day  of  the  battle  I  had 
been  mo^dng  from  right  to  left  and  Ijack,  to 
see  for  myself  the  progi-ess  made.  In  the 
early  part  of  the  afternoon,  while  riding 
with  Colonel  James  B.  McPherson  and  Major 
J.  P.  Hawkins,  then  my  chief  commissary, 
we  got  beyond  the  left  of  oiu*  ti'oops.  We 
were  moving  along  the  northern  edge  of  a 
clearing,  very  leisurely,  toward  the  river  above 
the  landing.  There  did  not  appear  to  lie  an 
enemy  to  our  light,  until  suddenly  a  battery 
with  musketry  opened  upon  us  from  the  edge  of  the  woods  on  the  other  side 
of  the  clearing.  The  shells  and  balls  whistled  aliout  our  ears  very  fast  for 
about  a  minute.  I  do  not  think  it  took  us  longer  than  that  to  get  out  of  range 
and  out  of  sight.  In  the  sudden  start  we  made.  Major  Hawkins  lost  his  hat. 
He  did  not  stop  to  pick  it  up.  When  we  arrived  at  a  perfectly  safe  position 
we  halted  to  take  an  account  of  damages.  McPherson's  horse  was  panting  as 
if  ready  to  drop.  On  examination  it  was  foimd  that  a  ball  had  struck  him 
forward  of  the  flank  just  back  of  the  saddle,  and  had  gone  entirely  through. 
In  a  few  minutes  the  poor  beast  dropped  dead ;  he  had  given  no  sign  of 
injury  until  we  came  to  a  stop.  A  liall  had  struck  the  metal  scabbard  of  my 
sword,  just  below  the  hilt,  and  broken  it  nearly  otf ;  before  the  l^attle  was 
over,  it  had  Itroken  off  entirely.  There  were  three  of  us  :  one  had  lost  a 
horse,  killed,  one  a  hat,  and  one  a  sword-scabbard.  All  were  thankful  that 
it  was  no  worse. 

After  the  rain  of  the  night  before  and  the  frequout  ami  heavy  rains  for 
some  days  pre'V'ioiis,  the  roads  were  almost  impassable.  The  enemy,  carrying 
his  artillery  and  supply  trains  over  them  in  his  retreat,  made  them  stUl  worse 
for  troops  following.  I  wanted  to  pursni'.  but  had  not  the  heai't  to  order  the 
men  who  had  fought  desperately  for  two  days,  lying  in  the  mud  and  rain 
whenever  not  fighting,  and  I  did  not  feel  disposed  positively  to  order  BueU, 
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or  any  part  of  his  command,  to  piu'sue.  Although  the  senior  in  rank  at  the 
time,  I  had  been  so  only  a  few  weeks.  BueU  was,  and  had  been  for  some 
time  past,  a  department  commander,  while  I  commanded  only  a  district.  I 
did  not  meet  BueU  in  person  until  too  late  to  get  troojjs  ready  and  pm-sue 
with  effect ;  but,  had  I  seen  him  at  the  moment  of  the  last  charge,  I  should 
have  at  least  requested  him  to  follow. 

The  enemy  had  hardly  started  in  retreat  from  his  last  jiosition,  when,  look- 
ing back  toward  the  river,  I  saw  a  di\'ision  of  troops  coming  up  in  beautiful 
order,  as  if  going  on  parade  or  review.  The  commander  was  at  the  head 
of  the  column,  and  the  staff  seemed  to  be  disjDosed  about  as  they  would 
have  been  had  they  been  going  on  parade.  When  the  head  of  the  column 
came  near  where  I  was  standing,  it  was  halted,  and  the  commanding  officer, 
General  A.  McD.  McCook,  rode  up  to  where  I  was  and  appealed  to  me  not  to 
send  his  division  any  farther,  saying  that  they  were  worn  out  with  marching 
and  fighting.  This  division  had  marched  on  the  6th  from  a  point  ten  or 
twelve  miles  east  of  Savannah,  over  bad  roads.  The  men  had  also  lost  rest 
during  the  night  while  crossing  the  Tennessee,  and  had  been  engaged  in  the 
battle  of  the  7th.  It  was  not,  however,  the  rank  and  file  or  the  junior  officers 
who  asked  to  be  excused,  but  the  division  commander.  %  I  rode  forward  sev- 
eral miles  the  day  after  the  battle,  and  found  that  the  enemy  had  droi^ped 
much,  if  not  all,  of  their  pro\-isions,  some  ammunition,  and  the  extra  wheels 
of  their  caissons,  lightening  their  loads  to  enable  them  to  get  off  theu"  guns. 
About  five  miles  out  we  found  their  field-hospital  aliaudoned.  An  immediate 
pursuit  must  have  resulted  in  the  capture  of  a  consideral^le  numl;)er  of  prison- 
ers and  probably  some  guns. 

Shiloh  was  the  severest  battle  fought  at  the  West  dm-ing  the  war,  and  but 
few  in  the  East  equaled  it  for  hard,  determined  fighting.  I  saw  an  open 
field,  in  our  possession  on  the  second  day,  over  which  the  Confederates  had 
made  repeated  charges  the  day  before,  so  covered  with  dead  that  it  would 
have  been  possible  to  walk  across  the  clearing,  in  any  direction,  stepping  on 
dead  bodies,  without  a  foot  touching  the  ground.  On  our  side  National  and 
Confederate  were  mingled  together  in  about  equal  proportions ;  but  on  the 
remainder  of  the  field  nearly  aU  were  Confederates.  On  one  part,  which  had 
evidently  not  been  plowed  for  several  years,  probably  because  the  land  was 

3>Id  an  article  on  the  battle  of  Shiloh,  which  I  battle  of  the  second  day,  and  did  as  good  service 
wrote  for  "  The  Century  "  magazine,  I  stated  that  as  its  position  allowed.  In  fact,  an  opportunity  oe- 
General  A.  MeD.  McCook,  who  commanded  a  di-  eurred  for  it  to  perform  a  conspicuous  act  of  gal- 
vision  of  Buell's  army,  expressed  some  unwilling-  lantry  which  elicited  the  highest  commendation 
ness  to  pursue  the  enemy  on  Monday,  April  7th,  from  division  commanders  in  the  Army  of  the  Ten- 
because  of  the  condition  of  his  troops.  General  nessee.  General  Sherman,  both  in  his  memoirs 
Badeau,  in  his  history,  also  makes  the  same  and  report,  makes  mention  of  this  fact.  General 
statement,  on  my  authority.  Out  of  justice  to  McCook  himself  belongs  to  a  family  which  fur- 
General  MeCook  and  his  command,  I  must  say  nished  many  volunteers  to  the  army.  I  refer  to 
that  they  left  a  point  twenty-two  miles  east  of  these  circumstances  with  minuteness  because  I  did 
Savannah  on  the  morning  of  the  6th.  From  the  General  McCook  injustice  in  my  article  in  '"  The 
heavy  rains  of  a  few  days  previous  and  the  pas-  Century,"  though  not  to  the  extent  one  woiikl  sup- 
sage  of  trains  and  artillery,  the  roads  were  neces-  pose  from  the  public  press.  I  am  not  willing  to  do 
sarily  deep  in  mud,  which  made  marching  slow,  any  one  an  injustice,  and  if  convinced  that  I  have 
The  division  had  not  only  marched  through  this  done  one,  I  am  always  willing  to  make  the  fullest 
mud  the  day  before,  but  it  had  been  iu  the  rain  admission.  tj  o  Qj,.v[m 
all  night  without  rest.     It  was   engaged  in  the  Moust  McGkegok.N.Y.,  Juue2l,  1885. 
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FORD    WHERE    THE    HAMBURG  KOAD    CROSSES    LICK    CKEEK,    LOOKING    FROM    COLONEL    STCAET'S 
POSITION    ON    THE    FEDERAL    LEFT. 

Lick  C'i(?f'l(  at  this  point  was  fordable  on  tlie  first  day  of  the  battle,  hut  tlie  rains  on  Sunday  night  rendered 
it  Imiiassable  on  the  second  day. 

poor,  biislies  had  gro^vn  up,  some  to  the  lieight  of  eisjht  or  ten  feet.  There 
was  not  one  of  these  left  standing  unpierced  by  l)ullets.  The  smaller  ones 
were  all  cut  down. 

Contrary  to  all  my  experience  up  to  that  time,  and  to  the  experience  of  the 
army  I  was  then  commanding,  we  were  on  the  defensive.  TVe  were  without 
intrenchments  or  defensive  advantages  of  any  sort,  and  more  than  half  the 
army  engaged  the  first  day  was  without  experience  or  even  di-ill  as  soldiei-s. 
The  officers  with  them,  except  the  division  commanders,  and  possibly  two  or 
three  of  the  brigade  commanders,  were  equally  inexperienced  in  war.  The 
result  was  a  Union  victory  that  gave  the  men  who  achieved  it  great  con- 
fidence in  themselves  ever  after. 

The  enemy  fought  ln'av(>ly,  ln;t  they  had  started  out  to  defeat  and  destroy 
an  army  and  capture  a  position.  They  failed  in  both,  with  very  lioavy  loss  in 
killed  and  wounded,  and  must  have  gone  back  discouraged  and  con%-inced 
that  the  "Yankee"  was  not  an  enemy  to  be  despised. 

After  the  battle  I  gave  verbal  instructions  to  division  conunanders  to  let 
the  regiments  send  out  parties  ti^  bury  tli(nr  own  tlcail.  and  to  detail  parties, 
under  commissioned  officei's  fr(»ni  c\u'h  divisicMi,  to  Imry  the  Confederate 
dead  in  their  respective  fronts,  and  to  report  the  numbers  so  Iniried.  Tlie 
latter  part  of  these  iustructii>ns  was  not  carried  out  by  all ;  but  they  were 
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by  tliose  sent  from  Sherman's  division,  and  by  some  of  the  parties  sent  out 
by  McClernand.  The  heaviest  loss  sustained  by  the  enemy  was  in  front  of 
these  two  divisions. 

The  criticism  has  often  been  made  that  the  Union  troops  should  have  been 
intrenched  at  Shiloli ;  but  up  to  that  time  the  pick  and  spade  had  been  but 
little  resorted  to  at  the  West.  I  had,  however,  taken  this  subject  under  con- 
sideration soon  after  reassuming  command  in  the  field.  McPherson,  my  only 
military  engineer,  had  been  directed  to  lay  out  a  line  to  intrench.  He  did  so, 
but  reported  that  it  would  have  to  be  made  in  rear  of  the  line  of  encampment 
as  it  then  ran.  The  new  line,  whUe  it  would  be  nearer  the  river,  was  yet  too 
far  away  from  the  Tennessee,  or  even  from  the  creeks,  to  be  easily  supplied 
with  water  from  them ;  and  in  case  of  attack,  these  creeks  would  be  in  the 
hands  of  the  enemy.  Besides  this,  the  troops  with  me,  officers  and  men, 
needed  discipline  and  drill  more  than  they  did  experience  with  the  pick, 
shovel,  and  axe.  Keenforcements  were  arriving  almost  daily,  composed  of 
ti'oops  that  had  been  hastily  thrown  "together  into  companies  and  regiments  — 
fragments  of  incomplete  organizations,  the  men  and  officers  strangers  to  each 
other.  Under  all  these  circumstances  I  concluded  that  drill  and  discipline 
were  worth  more  to  oiu'  men  than  fortifications. 

Greneral  Buell  was  a  brave,  intelligent  officer,  with  as  much  professional 
pride  and  ambition  of  a  commendable  sort  as  I  ever  knew.  I  had  been  two 
years  at  West  Point  with  him,  and  had  served  with  him  afterward,  in  garrison 
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and  in  the  Mexican  war,  several  years  more.  He  was  not  given  in  early 
life  or  in  mature  years  to  forming  intimate  acquaintances.  He  was  studious 
by  habit,  and  commanded  the  confidence  and  resj^ect  of  all  who  knew  him. 
He  was  a  strict  disciplinarian,  and  perhaps  did  not  distinguish  sufficiently 
between  the  volunteer  who  "  enlisted  for  the  war "  and  the  soldier  who 
serves  in  time  of  peace.  One  system  embraced  men  who  risked  life  for  a 
principle,  and  often  men  of  social  standing,  competence,  or  wealth,  and 
independence  of  character.  The  other  includes,  as  a  i-ule,  only  men  who 
could  not  do  as  well  in  any  other  occupation.  General  Buell  became  an 
object  of  harsh  criticism  later,  some  going  so  far  as  to  challenge  his  loyalty. 
No  one  who  knew  hhn  ever  believed  him  capable  of  a  dishonorable  act,  and 
nothing  could  be  more  dishonorable  than  to  accept  high  rank  and  command 
in  war  and  then  betray  the  trust.  Wlien  I  came  into  command  of  the  army, 
in  1864,  I  re(|uested  the  Secretary  of  War  to  restore  General  Buell  to  duty. 

After  the  war,  during  the  summer  of  1805, 1  traveled  considerably  thn>ugh 
the  North,  and  was  everj'Tvhere  met  by  large  numbers  of  people.  Every  one 
had  his  opinion  about  the  manner  in  which  the  war  had  been  conducted ; 
who  among  the  generals  had  failed,  how,  and  why.  Correspondents  of  the 
press  were  ever  on  hand  to  hear  o-^-ery  word  dropped,  and  were  not  always 
disposed  to  report  correctly  what  did  not  conMnn  tlieir  preconceived  notions, 
either  about  the  conduct  of  the  war  or  the  individuals  concerned  in  it.  The 
opportunity  freipieutly  occurred  for  me  to  defend  General  Buell  against  what 
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I  believed  to  be  most  unjust  cliarges.  On  one  occasion  a  correspondent  put 
in  my  mouth  the  very  charge  I  had  so  often  refuted — of  disloyalty.  This 
brought  from  Greneral  Buell  a  very  severe  retort,  which  I  saw  in  the  New 
York  "  World  "  some'  time  before  I  received  the  letter  itself.  I  could  very 
well  understand  his  gi-ievance  at  seeing  untrue  and  disgraceful  charges 
apparently  sustained  by  an  officer  who,  at  the  time,  was  at  the  head  of  the 
army.  I  rephed  to  him,  but  not  through  the  press.  I  kept  no  copy  of  my 
letter,  nor  did  I  ever  see  it  in  print,  neither  did  I  receive  an  answer. 

General  Albert  Sidney  Johnston,  who  commanded  the  Confederate  forces 
at  the  beginning  of  the  battle,  was  disabled  by  a  wound  in  the  afternoon  of 
the  first  day.  His  wound,  as  I  understood  afterward,  was  not  necessarily 
fatal,  or  even  dangerous.  But  he  was  a  man  who  would  not  abandon  what 
he  deemed  an  important  trust  in  the  face  of  danger,  and  consequently  con- 
tinued in  the  saddle,  commanding,  until  so  exhausted  by  the  loss  of  blood 
that  he  had  to  be  taken  from  his  horse,  and  soon  after  died.  The  news  was 
not  long  in  reaching  oui'  side,  and,  I  suppose,  was  quite  an  encouragement 
to  the  National  soldiers.  I  had  known  Johnston  slightly  in  the  Mexican  war, 
and  later  as  an  officer  in  the  regular  army.  He  was  a  man  of  high  char- 
acter and  ability.  His  contemporaries  at  West  Point,  and  officers  generally 
who  came  to  know  him  personally  later,  and  who  remained  on  our  side, 
expected  him  to  prove  the  most  formidable  man  to  meet  that  the  Confederacy 
would  produce.  Nothing  occurred  in  his  brief  command  of  an  army  to  prove 
or  disprove  the  high  estimate  that  had  been  placed  upon  his  military  ability.  | 

General  Beaui-egard  was  next  in  rank  to  Johnston,  and  succeeded  to  the 
command,  which  he  retained  to  the  close  of  the  battle  and  dui-ing  the  subse- 
quent retreat  on  Corinth,  as  well  as  in  the  siege  of  that  place.  His  tactics 
have  been  severely  criticised  by  Confederate  writers,  but  I  do  not  believe  his 
fallen  chief  could  have  done  any  better  under  the  cii'cumstances.  Some  of 
these  critics  claim  that  Shiloh  was  won  when  Johnston  fell,  and  that  if  he  had 
not  fallen  the  army  under  me  would  have  been  annihilated  or  captui'ed.  Ifs 
defeated  the  Confederates  at  ShUoh.  There  is  little  doubt  that  we  would  have 
been  disgracefully  beaten  if  all  the  shells  and  bullets  fired  by  us  had  passed 
harmlessly  over  the  enemy,  and  if  all  of  theirs  had  taken  effect.  Command- 
ing generals  are  liable  to  be  killed  during  engagements ;  and  the  fact  that 
when  he  was  shot  Johnston  was  leading  a  brigade  to  induce  it  to  make  a 
charge  which  had  been  repeatedly  ordered,  is  evidence  that  there  was  neither 
the  universal  demoralization  on  our  side  nor  the  iinbounded  confidence  on 
theirs  which  has  been  claimed.  There  was,  in  fact,  no  horn-  during  the  day 
when  I  doubted  the  eventual  defeat  of  the  enemy,  although  I  was  disapi^ointed 
that  reenforcements  so  near  at  hand  did  not  arrive  at  an  earlier  hour. 

The  Confederates  fought  with  courage  at  Shiloh,  but  the  particular  skill 
claimed  I  could  not,  and  stiU  cannot,  see ;  though  there  is  nothing  to  criticise 

i  In  his   "  Personal   Memoirs  "   General   Grant  orders  and  dispatches  of  Johnston  I  am  compelled 

says:  "I  once  wrote  that   'nothing  oeeurred  in  to   materially  modify  my  views  of  that   officer's 

his  brief  command  of  an  army  to  prove  or  dis-  qualifications  as    a   soldier.      My  judgment   now 

prove  the   high  estimate   that  had  been  placed  is  that  he  was  vacillating   and  undecided  in  his 

upon  his  military  ability' ;  but  after  studying  the  actions." 
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WOUNDED    AXD    STRAGGLERS    ON"    THE    WAY   TO    THE    LANDING,    AND    AMMUNITION-WAGONS    GOING    TO    THE    FROXT. 

except  the  claims  \)\\t  forward  for  it  since.  But  the  Confederate  claimants  for 
superiority  in  strategy,  superiority  in  generalship,  and  superiority  in  dash  and 
jirowess  are  not  so  unjust  to  the  Union  troops  engaged  at  Shiloh  as  are  many 
Northern  writers.  The  troops  on  both  sides  were  Amei'icau,  and  united  they 
need  not  fear  any  foreign  foe.  It  is  possible  that  the  Southern  man  started 
in  with  a  little  more  dash  than  his  Northern  brother ;  Inxt  he  was  corresiioud- 
ingly  less  enduring. 

The  endeavor  of  the  enemy  on  the  first  day  was  simply  to  hurl  their  men 
against  ours — first  at  one  point,  then  at  another,  sometimes  at  several  points 
at  once.  This  they  did  ^^^th  daring  and  enm-gy,  until  at  night  the  rel>el  troops 
were  worn  out.  Our  effort  during  the  same  time  was  to  be  prepared  to  resist 
assaults  wherever  made.  The  oliject  of  the  Couft>d(n-ates  on  the  second  day 
was  to  get  away  with  as  much  of  their  army  and  material  as  possible.  Ours 
then  was  to  drive  them  from  our  front,  and  to  capture  or  destroy  as  great  a 
part  as  possible^  of  W\o'w  men  and  material.  Wo  were  successful  in  driving 
llicm  hack,  Imt  not  so  successful  in  captures  as  if  further  piu'suit  could  have 
liecn  nuide.  As  it  was,  we  captured  or  recaptured  on  the  second  day  about 
as  much  artillery  as  we  lost  on  the  first ;  and.  lea\-ing  out  the  one  great  cajv 
ture  of  Prentiss,  we  took  more  jn-isouers  on  ]\Iouday  than  the  enemy  gained 
from  us  on  Sunday.     On  the  Gth  Sherman  lost  7  pieces  of  artiUery,  McCler- 
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nancl  6,  Preutiss  8,  and  Hiu'lbut  2  batteries.  On  tlie  7tli  Sherman  caj)tured 
7  guns,  McClernand  3,  and  the  Army  of  the  Ohio  20. 

At  Shiloh  the  effective  strength  of  the  Union  force  on  the  morning  of  the 
6th  was  33,000.  Lew  Wallace  brought  five  thousand  more  after  nightfall. 
Beaui'egard  reported  the  enemy's  strength  at  40,955.  According  to  the  custom 
of  enumeration  in  the  South,  this  number  probably  excluded  every  man 
enlisted  as  musician,  or  detailed  as  guard  or  niu-se,  and  all  commissioned 
officers, —  everybody  who  did  not  carry  a  musket  or  serve  a  cannon.  With 
us  everybody  in  the  field  receiving  pay  from  the  Government  is  counted. 
Excluding  the  troops  who  fled,  j^anic-strickeu,  before  they  had  fired  a  shot, 
there  was  not  a  time  during  the  6th  when  we  had  more  than  25,000  men  in 
hne.  On  the  7th  Buell  brought  twenty  thousand  more.  Of  his  remaining 
two  divisions,  Thomas's  did  not  reach  the  field  during  the  engagement ; 
Wood's  arrived  before  firing  had  ceased,  but  not  in  time  to  be  of  much  service. 

Our  loss  in  the  two-days  fight  was  1754  killed,  8408  wounded,  and  2885 
missing.  Of  these  2103  were  in  the  Ai-my  of  the  Ohio.  Beaui-egard  reported 
a  total  loss  of  10,699,  of  whom  1728  Avere  killed,  8012  wounded,  and  959 
missing.  This  estimate  must  be  incorrect.  We  buried,  by  actual  count, 
more  of  the  enemy's  dead  in  front  of  the  divisions  of  McClernand  and  Sher- 
man alone  than  here  reported,  and  foui"  thousand  was  the  estimate  of  the 
bui'ial  parties  for  the  whole  field.  Beauregard  reports  the  Confederate  force 
on  the  6th  at  over  40,000,  and  their  total  loss  during  the  two  days  at  10,699; 
and  at  the  same  time  declares  that  he  could  put  only  20,000  men  in  battle 
on  the  morning  of  the  7th. 

The  navy  gave  a  hearty  support  to  the  army  at  Shiloh,  as  indeed  it  always 
did,  both  before  and  subsequently,  when  I  was  in  command.  The  nature 
of  the  ground  was  such,  however,  that  on  this  occasion  it  coixld  do  nothing 
in  aid  of  the  troops  until  sundown  on  the  first  day.  The  country  was  broken 
and  heavily  timbered,  cutting  oft"  all  view  of  the  battle  from  the  river,  so  that 
friends  would  l^e  as  much  in  danger  from  fire  from  the  gun-boats  as  the  foe. 
But  about  sundown,  when  the  National  troops  were  back  in  their  last  position, 
the  right  of  the  enemy  was  near  the  river  and  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  two 
gun-boats,  which  was  delivered  with  vigor  and  effect.  After  nightfall,  when 
firing  had  entirely  ceased  on  land,  the  commander  of  the  fleet  informed  himself, 
proximately,  of  the  position  of  our  troops,  and  suggested  the  idea  of  drop- 
ping a  shell  within  the  lines  of  the  enemy  every  fifteen  minutes  during  the 
night.     This  was  done  with  effect,  as  is  proved  by  the  Confederate  reports. 

Up  to  the  battle  of  Shiloh,  I,  as  well  as  thousands  of  other  citizens,  beheved 
that  the  rebellion  against  the  Government  would  collapse  suddenly  and  soon 
if  a  decisive  victory  could  be  gained  over  any  of  its  armies.  Henry  and 
Donelson  were  such  victories.  An  army  of  more  than  21,000  men  was  cap- 
tured or  destroyed.  Bowhng  Green,  Columbus,  and  Hickman,  Ky.,  fell  iu 
consequence,  and  ClarksviUe  and  Nashville,  Tenn.,  the  last  two  with  an 
immense  amount  of  stores,  also  fell  into  our  hands.  The  Tennessee  and 
Cumberland  rivers,  from  their  mouths  to  the  head  of  navigation,  were  secured. 
But  when  Confederate  armies  were  collected  which  not  only  attempted  to  hold 
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a  line  farther  south,  from  Memphis  to  Chattanooga,  Knoxville  and  on  to  the 
Atlantic,  but  assumed  the  offensive,  and  made  such  a  gallant  effort  to  regain 
what  had  been  lost,  then,  indeed,  I  gave  up  all  idea  of  sa^'ing  the  Union  except 
by  complete  conquest.  Up  to  that  time  it  had  been  the  policy  of  om-  anny, 
certainly  of  that  portion  commanded  by  me,  to  jjrotect  the  propeity  of  the  citi- 
zens whose  territory  was  invaded,  without  regard  to  their-  sentiments,  whether 
Union  or  Secession.  After  this,  however,  I  regarded  it  as  huxnane  to  both 
sides  to  xjrotect  the  persons  of  those  found  at  theu-  homes  but  to  consume 
everything  that  could  be  used  to  support  or  supply  armies.  Protection  was 
still  continued  over  such  supplies  as  were  within  lines  held  by  us,  and  which 
we  expected  to  continue  to  hold.  But  such  supphes  within  the  reach  of  Con- 
federate armies  I  regarded  as  contraband  as  much  as  ai-ms  or  orrlnance  stores. 
Their  destruction  was  accomplished  without  Ijloodshed,  and  tended  to  the 
same  result  as  the  destruction  of  armies.  I  continued  this  policy  to  the  close 
of  the  war.  Promiscuous  j^iUaging,  however,  was  discoiu-aged  and  punished. 
Instructions  were  always  given  to  take  jiro'visions  and  forage  imder  the  direc- 
tion of  commissioned  officers,  who  should  give  receipts  to  owners,  if  at  home, 
and  turn  the  proj^erty  over  to  officers  of  the  quartennaster  or  commissaiy 
departments,  to  be  issued  as  if  fui'nished  from  oui*  Northern  depots.  But 
much  was  destroyed  without  receipts  to  owners  when  it  could  not  be  brought 
within  our  lines,  and  would  otherwise  have  gone  to  the  support  of  secession 
and  rebellion.  This  policy,  I  believe,  exercised  a  material  influence  in 
hastening  the  end. 


ABOVE    Till-;    I  AMIIM!  —  Tin:    STl>l!F„     AMI     \    TART   OF  THE    NATIONAL    OEMETEKT. 
lUOM    A    rilOTOOKAl'H    TAKEN    IN    1884. 
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BY  DON  CAELOS  BUELL,  MAJOR-GENERAL,  IT.  S.  V. 


TWENTY-THREE  years  ago  the  banks  of  the  Ten- 
nessee witnessed  a  remarkable  occuiTenee.  There 
was  a  wage  of  battle.  Heavy  blows  were  given  and 
received,  and  the  challenger  failed  to  make  his  cause 
.'  /  .  good.  But  there  were  peculiar  cii'cumstanees  which 
distinguished  the  combat  from  other  trials  of  strength 
in  the  rebellion :  An  army  comprising  70  regiments  of 
infantry,  20  batteries  of  artillery,  and  a  sufficiency  of  cavalry,  lay  for  two 
weeks  and  more  in  isolated  camps,  with  a  river  in  its  rear  and  a  hostile  army 
clauned  to  be  superior  in  numbers  20  miles  distant  in  its  front,  while  the 
commander  made  his  headquarters  and  passed  his  nights  9  miles  away  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  river.  It  had  no  line  or  order  of  l^attle,  no  defensive 
works  of  any  sort,  no  outposts,  properly  speaking,  to  give  warning,  or  check 
the  advance  of  an  enemy,  and  no  recognized  head  diuing  the  absence  of  the 
regular  commander.  On  a  Saturday  the  hostile  force  ari'ived  and  foi'med  in 
order  of  battle,  without  detection  or  hindrance,  within  a  mile  and  a  half  of  the 
unguarded  army,  advanced  upon  it  the  next  morning,  penetrated  its  discon- 
nected lines,  assaulted  its  camps  in  front  and  flank,  drove  its  disjointed  mem- 
bers successively  from  position  to  position,  capturing  some  and  routing  others, 
in  spite  of  much  heroic  individual  resistance,  and  steadily  drew  near  the  land- 
ing and  depot  of  its  supplies  in  the  pocket  between  the  river  and  an  impass- 
able creek.  At  the  moment  near  the  close  of  the  day  when  the  remnant  of 
the  retrograding  army  was  driven  to  refuge  in  the  midst  of  its  magazines, 
with  the  triumphant  enemy  at  half-gunshot  distance,  the  advance  di%dsion  of 
a  reenforeing  army  arrived  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  river,  crossed,  and 
took  position  under  fire  at  the  point  of  attack ;  the  attacking  force  was 
checked,  and  the  battle  ceased  for  the  day.  The  next  morning  at  dawn  the 
reenforeing  army  and  a  fresh  division  belonging  to  the  defeated  force 
advanced  against  the  assailants,  followed  or  accomjianied  by  such  of  the 
broken  columns  of  the  pre\ious  day  as  had  not  lost  all  cohesion,  and  after 
ten  hours  of  conflict  drove  the  enemy  from  the  captured  camps  and  the  field. 
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Such  are  the  saUent  poiuts  iu  the  i:iopular  conception  and  historical  record 
of  the  battle  of  Shiloh.  Scarcely  less  remarkable  than  the  facts  themselves 
are  the  means  by  which  the  responsible  actors  in  the  critical  drama  have 
endeavored  to  counteract  them.  At  society  reunions  and  festive  entertain- 
ments, in  newspaper  inte^■^dews  and  dispatches,  in  letters  and  contriljutions 
to  periodicals,  afterthought  official  reports,  l^iograpliies,  memoirs,  and  other 
popular  sketches,  the  subject  of  Shiloh,  from  the  fii'st  hour  of  the  battle  to  the 
jwesent  time,  has  been  invaded  by  pretensions  and  exculpatoiy  statements 
which  revive  the  discussion  only  to  confii-m  the  memory  of  the  gi-ave  faults 
that  brought  an  army  into  imminent  peril.  These  defenses  and  assumptions, 
starting  first,  apjiarently  half  suggested,  in  the  zeal  of  official  attendants  and 
other  partisans,  were  soon  taken  up  more  or  less  dii'ectly  by  the  pei-sous  in 
whose  behalf  they  were  put  forward ;  and  now  it  is  ^^l■tually  declared  by  the 
principals  themselves,  that  the  Army  of  the  Ohio  was  an  unnecessary  intinider 
in  the  battle,  and  that  the  blood  of  more  than  two  thousand  of  its  members 
shed  on  that  field  was  a  gratuitous  sacrifice. 

With  the  origin  of  the  animadversions  that  were  current  at  the  time  upon 
the  conduct  of  the  battle,  the  Army  of  the  Ohio  had  little  to  do,  and  it  has 
not  generally  taken  a  willing  jjart  in  the  subsequent  discussion.  They  com- 
menced in  the  ranks  of  the  \'ictims,  and  during  all  the  years  that  have  given 
unwonted  influence  to  the  names  which  they  aifected,  the  •v\'itnesses  of  the 
first  reports  have  without  show  of  prejudice  or  much  reiteration  finnly 
adhered  to  their  earlier  testimony.  It  does  not  imjiaii"  the  value  of  that  testi- 
mony if  extreme  examples  were  cited  to  illustrate  the  general  fact ;  nor  con- 
stitute a  defense  that  such  examples  were  not  the  general  ride.  I  have 
myself,  though  many  years  ago,  made  answer  to  the  more  formal  pleas  that 
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Of  the  six  transports,  the  one  farthest  up  stream,  on  the  right,  is  the  Tycoon,  which  was  dispatched  hy  the 
Cincinnati  Branch  of  the  Sanitary  Commission  with  stores  for  the  wounded.    The  next  steamer 
is  the  Tigress,  which  was  General  Grant's  headquarters  boat  during  the  Shlloh  cam- 
paign.   On  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  Is  seen  the  gun-hoat  Tyler. 

concerned  the  army  wliicli  I  commanded,  and  I  am  now  called  upon  in  the 
same  cause  to  re\'iew  the  circumstances  of  my  connection  with  the  battle,  and 
investigate  its  condition  when  it  was  taken  up  by  the  Army  of  the  Ohio. 


When  by  the  separate  or  concurrent  operations  of  the  forces  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Missouri,  commanded  by  General  Halleck,  and  of  the  Department 
of  the  Ohio,  commanded  by  myself,  the  Confederate  line  had  been  broken,  first 
at  Mill  Springs  by  Cieneral  Thomas,  and  afterward  at  Fort  Henry  and  at  Fort 
Donelson  by  General  Grant  and  the  navy,  and  Nashville  and  Middle  Tennessee 
were  occupied  by  the  Army  of  the  Ohio,  the  shattered  forces  of  the  enemy 
fell  back  for  the  formation  of  a  new  hue,  and  the  Union  armies  prepared  to 
foUow  for  a  fresh  attack.  It  was  apparent  in  advance  that  the  Memphis  and 
Chaiieston  raih'oad  between  Memphis  and  Chattanooga  would  constitute  the 
new  line,  and  Corinth,  the  point  of  intersection  of  the  Memphis  and  Charles- 
ton road  running  east  and  west,  and  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  road  running  north 
and  south,  soon  developed  as  the  main  point  of  concentration. 

While  this  new  defense  of  the  enemy  and  the  means  of  assailing  it  by  the 
Union  forces  were  maturing,  General  Halleck's  troops,  for  the  moment  under 
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the  immediate  oommand  of  General  C.  F.  Smith,  were  transported  up  the 
Tennessee  by  water  to  operate  on  the  enemy's  railroad  communications.  It 
was  pui'ely  an  expeditionaiy  service,  not  intended  for  the  selection  of  a 
rendezvous  oi'  depot  for  future  operations.  After  some  attempts  to  debark  at 
other  points  farther  up  the  river,  Pittsburg  Landing  was  finally  chosen  as  the 
most  eUgible  for  the  temporaiy  object;  but  when  the  concentration  of  the 
enemy  at  Corinth  made  that  the  objective  point  of  a  deUberate  camfiaign,  and 
the  cooperation  of  General  Halleck's  troops  and  mine  was  aiTanged,  Savan- 
nah, on  the  east  bank  of  the  river,  was  designated  by  Halleck  as  the  point 
of  rendezvous.  This,  though  not  as  ad^^sable  a  point  as  Florence,  or  some 
point  between  Florence  and  Eastport,  was  in  a  general  sense  proper.  It  placed 
the  concentration  under  the  shelter  of  the  river  and  the  gun-boats,  and  left 
the  combined  force  at  liberty  to  choose  its  point  of  crossing  and  line  of  attack. 
On  the  restoration  of  Genei'al  Grant  to  the  immediate  command  of  the 
troops,  and  his  arrival  at  Savannah  on  the  17th  of  March,  he  converted  the 
expeditionary  encampment  at  Pittsburg  Landing  into  the  point  of  rendez- 
vous of  the  two  armies,  by  placing  his  whole  force  on  the  west  side  of  the 
river,  apparently  on  the  ad\dce  of  General  Sherman,  who,  with  his  division, 
was  already  there.  Nothing  can  be  said  upon  any  i-ule  of  miUtary  art  or 
common  expediency  to  justify  that  arrangement.  An  invading  ai-my  may, 
indeed,  as  a  preliminary  step,  tkrow  an  inferior  force  in  advance  upon  the 
enemy's  coast  or  across  an  intervening  river  to  secui'e  a  harbor  or  other 
necessary  foothold ;  but  in  such  a  ease  the  first  duty  of  the  advam-ed  force 
is  to  make  itself  secure  by  suitable  works.     Pittsburg  Lauding  was  in  no 

sense  a  point  of  such 
necessity  or  desirabil- 
ity as  to  requii'e  any 
risk,  or  any  gi-eat  ex- 
penditure of  meaus  for 
its  occupation.  If  the 
force  established  there 
was  not  safe  alone,  it 
had  no  business  there; 
but  having  been  placed 
there,  still  less  can  any 
jiistitication  be  found 
for  the  neglect  of  all 
proper  means  to  make 
it  secure  against  a  su- 
perior adversary,  (ren- 
eralGrant  continued  his 
headquarters  at  Savan- 
nah, leaving  General 
Sherman  with  a  sort 
of  control  at  Pittsburg 
Lauding.       Sherman's 
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rauk  did  not  allow  him  tlie  command,  but  he  was  authorized  to  assign  the 
arriving  regiments  to  brigades  and  divisions  as  he  might  think  best,  and 
designate  the  camping-grounds.  In  these  and  other  ways  he  exercised  an 
important  influence  upon  the  fate  of  the  army. 

The  movement  of  the  Army  of  the  Ohio  from  Nashville  (which  I  had  occu- 
pied on  February  25th)  for  the  appointed  junction  was  commenced  on  the 
night  of  the  15th  of  March  by  a  rapid 
march  of  cavalry  to  secure  the  bridges 
in  advance,  which  were  then  still 
guarded  by  the  enemy.  It  was  fol- 
lowed on  the  16th  and  successive  days 
by  the  infantry  divisions,  McCook  be- 
ing in  advance  with  instructions  to 
move  steadily  forward;  to  ford  the 
streams  where  they  were  fordable,  and 
when  it  was  necessary  to  make  repairs 
on  the  roads,  such  as  building  bridges 
over  streams  which  were  liable  to  fre- 
quent interrui^tion  by  high  water,  to 
leave  only  a  sufficient  working  party 
and  guard  for  that  purpose ;  to  use  all 
possible  industry  and  energy,  so  as 
to  move  forward  steadily  and  as  rap- 
idly as  possible  without  forcing  the 
march  or  straggling ;  and  to  send  for- 
ward at  once  to  communicate  with  General  Smith  at  Savannah,  and  learn 
his  situation. 

When  the  cavalry  reached  Columbia  the  bridge  over  Duck  River  was 
found  in  flames,  and  the  river  at  flood  stage.  General  McCook  immediately 
commenced  the  construction  of  a  frame  bridge,  but  finding,  after  several 
days,  that  the  work  was  progressing  less  rapidly  than  had  been  expected,  I 
ordered  the  building  of  a  boat  bridge  also,  and  both  were  completed  on  the 
30th.  On  the  same  day  the  river  became  fordable.  I  arrived  at  Columbia 
on  the  26th.  General  Nelson  succeeded  in  getting  a  portion  of  his  division 
across  by  fording  on  the  29th,  and  was  given  the  advance.  Most  of  his 
troops  crossed  by  fording  on  the  30th.  The  other  di\"isions  followed  him  on 
the  march  with  intervals  of  six  miles,  so  as  not  to  incommode  one  another — 
in  all  5  divisions ;  about  37,000  effective  men.  On  the  first  day  of  April, 
General  Halleck  and  General  Grant  were  notified  that  I  would  concentrate  at 
Savannah  on  Srmday  and  Monday,  the  6th  and  7th,  the  distance  lieing  ninety 
mUes.  On  the  4th  General  Nelson  received  notification  from  General  Grant 
that  he  need  not  hasten  his  march,  as  he  could  not  be  put  across  the  river 
before  the  following  Tuesday ;  but  the  rate  of  march  was  not  changed. 

After  seeing  my  divisions  on  the  road,  I  left  Columbia  on  the  evening  of 
the  3d,  and  ai'rived  at  Savannah  on  the  evening  of  the  5tli  with  my  chief  of 
staff,  an  aide-de-camp  (Lieutenant  C.  L.  Fitzhugh),  and  an  orderly,  leaving 
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the  rest  of  my  staif  to  follow  rapitlly  with  the  headquarters  train.  Xelson 
had  already  arrived  and  gone  into  camp,  and  Crittenden  was  close  in  his 
rear.  We  were  there  to  form  a  jiinction  for  the  contemplated  forward  move- 
ment under  the  command  of  General  Halleck  in  person,  who  was  to  leave 
St.  Louis  the  first  of  the  following  week  to  join  us.  General  Grant  had  been 
at  Nelson's  camp  before  my  arrival,  and  said  he  would  send  boats  for  the 
division  "Monday  or  Tuesday,  or  some  time  early  in  the  week."  "There 
will,"  he  said,  "  l^e  no  fight  at  Pittsburg  Landing ;  we  wiE  have  to  go  to 
Coriutli,  where  the  rebels  are  fortified.  K  they  come  to  attack  us  we  can 
whip  them,  as  I  have  more  than  twice  as  many  troops  as  I  had  at  Fort  Don- 
elson."  I  did  not  see  General  Grant  that  evening — probably  because  he  was 
at  Pittsburg  Landing  when  I  arrived,  1  :>ut  he  had  made  an  appointment  to 
meet  me  next  day. 

We  were  finishing  breakfast  at  Nelson's  camp  Sunday  morning,  when  the 
sound  of  artillery  was  heard  u\)  the  river.  We  knew  of  no  gi'ound  to  appre- 
hend a  serious  engagement,  but  the  troops  were  jjromptly  prepared  to  march, 
and  I  walked  with  my  chief  of  staff.  Colonel  James  B.  Fry,  to  Grant's  quar- 
ters at  Savannah,  but  he  had  started  up  the  river.  I  there  saw  t^eueral  C. 
F.  Smith,  who  w^as  in  his  bed  sick,  but  apj^arently  not  dangerously  ill.  He 
had  no  apprehension  about  a  battle,  thought  it  an  affair  of  outposts,  and  said 
that  Grant  had  sixty  thousand  men.  This  would  agree  approximately  with 
the  estimate  which  Grant  himself  made  of  his  force,  at  Nelson's  camp. 

As  the  firing  continued,  and  increased  in  volume,  I  detenniiied  to  go  to 
the  scene  of  action.  Nelson  only  waited  for  the  services  of  a  guiile  to  march 
l»y  land.  The  river  bottom  between  Savannah  and  Pittsburg  Landing  was  a 
labyrinth  of  roads  from  which  the  overflows  had  obliterated  all  recent  signs 
of  travel,  and  left  them  impassable  except  in  certain  places,  and  it  was  with 
great  difficulty  that  a  guide  could  be  obtained.  The  artillery  had  to  l)e  left 
behind  to  be  transported  by  water.  After  disposing  of  these  matters  and 
sending  orders  for  the  rear  di-sasions  to  push  forward  without  theu*  trains,  I 
took  a  small  steamer  at  the  landing  and  proceeded  up  the  river,  accompa- 
nied only  by  my  chief  of  staff.  On  the  way  we  were  met  by  a  desceniiing 
steamer  which  came  alongside  and  delivered  a  letter  fi-om  General  Grant 
addressed  to  the  "  Commanding  Officer,  advanced  forces,  near  Pittsburg, 

Tenn.,"  and  couched  in  th(>  following  words : 

"  PiTTSBCRii,  April  6.  1S()"2. 

"  General  :  The  attack  on  my  forces  has  Ijeen  very  spii-ited  since  eai-ly  this  moruiusr.     The 

appearance  of  fresh  troops  on  the  field  now  would  have  a  powerful  effect,  both  Ijy  iuspiring: 

our  men  and  dishearteninsr  the  enemy.    If  you  will  get  upon  the  field,  leavinsr  all  your  bajrga^ 

on  the  east  bank  of  the  river,  it  will  be  a  move  to  our  advantJigre,  and  possibly  save  the  day  to 

us.     The  rebel  forces  are  estimated  at  over  one  himib-ed  thousand  men.     3Iy  headquarters  will 

be  in  the  locr-buildinn:  on  the  top  of  the  hill,  where  you  wiO  be  furnished  a  staff-officer  to  sniide 

you  to  your  \i\-m'v  on  tlie  ticld.  Respectfully.  &c.,  U.  S.  Grant.  Maj.-Gen." 

About  liall'-way  up  we  met  a  stream  of  fugitives  that  j^oured  in  a  con- 
staiilly  swelling  current  aU>ng  the  west  bank  of  the  river.  Tlie  mouth  of 
Snake  Creek  was  full  of  tluMu  swimming  across.  We  arrived  at  the  landing 
about  1  o'clock.  I  inciuired  for  General  Grant  and  was  informed  that  lie  was 
on  liis  lieadtiuarters  boat,  nearly  aii'ainst  wliicli  we   had  lamh^d.     1  wtnit  on 
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board,  and  was  met  by  him  at  the  door  of  the  ladies'  cabin,  in  which  there 
were  besides  himseK  two  or  thi"ee  members  of  his  staff.  Other  officers  may 
have  entered  afterward.  He  appeared  to  realize  that  he  was  beset  by  a 
pressing  danger,  and  manifested  by  manner  more  than  in  words  that  he  was 
relieved  by  my  arrival  as  indicating  the  near  approach  of  succor ;  but  there 
was  nothing  in  his  dej^ortment  that  the  cu'cumstances  would  not  have  justi- 
fied without  disparagemeut  to  the  character  of  a  courageous  soldier.  Cer- 
tainly there  was  none  of  that  masterly  confidence  which  has  since  been 
assumed  with  reference  to  the  occasion.  After  the  first  salutation,  and  as  I 
walked  to  a  seat,  he  remarked  that  he  had  just  come  in  from  the  front,  and 
held  up  his  sword  to  eaU  my  attention  to  an  indentation  which  he  said  the 
scabbard  had  received  from  a  shot.  I  did  not  particularly  notice  it,  and 
after  inquh-ing  about  the  progress  of  the  battle  and  requesting  him  to  send 
steamers  to  bring  up  Crittenden's  division,  which  was  coming  into  Savannah 
as  I  left,  I  proposed  that  we  should  go  ashore.  As  we  reached  the  gangway 
I  noticed  that  the  horses  of  himself  and  his  staff  were  being  taken  ashore. 
He  mounted  and  rode  away,  while  I  walked  up  the  hill ;  so  that  I  saw  him 
no  more  until  the  attack  occurred  at  the  lauding  late  in  the  evening.  I 
state  these  i^artieulars  of  om"  meeting  with  so  much  detail  because  a  totally 
incorrect  version  of  the  place,  manner,  and  substance  of  the  interview  has 
been  used  to  give  a  false  im^^ression  of  the  state  of  the  battle,  and  a  false 
coloring  to  personal  traits  which  are  assumed  to  have  had  the  issue  in  control,  f 

I  About  two  weeks  after  the  battle  of  Shiloh 
there  appeared  in  some  newspaper  that  was 
shown  to  me  a  report  of  a  conversation  assumed 
to  have  taken  place  between  General  Grant  and 
myself  soon  after  the  battle,  in  which  I  was  repre- 
sented as  rallying  him  upon  the  narrowness  of  his 
escape,  and  saying  that  he  had  not  transports 
enough  to  carry  off  ten  thousand  men ;  to  which 
he  was  reported  as  replying,  in  substance,  that 
when  it  came  to  retreating  transportation  would 
not  have  been  required  for  more  than  ten  thousand. 

The  story  had  been  colored  for  popular  effect,  but 
was  traceable  to  a  conversation  in  a  vein  of  pleas- 
antry that  occurred  at  my  camp,  after  the  battle, 
among  a  party  of  officers  in  which  I  had  taken  but 
little  part. 

Some  time  afterward  it  took  on  a  modification 
which  suited  the  alleged  conversation,  to  my  meet- 
ing with  General  Grant  on  my  arrival  at  Pittsburg 
Landing  during  the  battle.  This  changed  materi- 
ally the  character  of  the  report,  but  I  coutinued  to 
treat  it  with  the  indifference  which  I  thought  it 
deserved,  though  the  story  has  been  freely  circu- 
lated. I  never  knew  until  within  a  few  months 
past,  through  the  publication  of  the  "War  Rec- 
ords," that  in  its  modified  form  it  had  the  indorse- 
ment of  an  official  authorship. 

From  that  publication  it  appears  that  a  year 
after  the  battle  General  Grant  called  upon  three 
of  his  staff-officers  to  make  reports  concerning  the 
movements  of  General  Lew  Wallace's  division  on 
the  day  of  the  battle,  in  answer  to  a  complaint  of 
the  latter  officer  that  injustice  had  been  done  him 
in  General  Grant's  reports.  Two  of  the  officers, 
namely.  General  MePherson  and  Captain  Rowley, 
in  their  replies  confined  themselves  to  that  sub- 


ject. The  third.  Colonel  Rawlins,  on  the  other 
hand,  made  it  the  occasion  of  a  specific  defense,  or 
explaTiation,  or  commendation,  or  whatever  it  may 
be  called,  of  General  Grant's  relation  to  the  battle. 
Among  other  things  that  have  since  been  more  or 
less  disputed,  he  said : 

"  General  Nelson's  division  of  the  Army  of  the  Ohio 
reached  Savannah  on  the  afternoon  of  the  5th  of  April, 
but  General  Bucll  himself  did  not  arrive.  .  .  .  You  [Gen- 
iTiil  (;raiif|  thc'H  rode  back  to  the  house  near  the  river 
that  had  lieen  dt-sii^uated  for  headquarters,  to  learn 
what  word  if  any  had  been  received  from  General  Nel- 
son, whose  division  you  expected  soon  to  arrive  at  the 
landing  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river ;  and  you  there 
met  Maj.-Gen.  D.  C.  Buell,  who  had  arrived  at  Savannah 
and  taken  a  steamer  and  come  up  to  see  you,  and  learn 
how  the  battle  was  progressing  in  advance  of  his  force. 
Among  his  first  inquiries  was :  '  What  preparations 
have  you  made  for  retreating?  '  To  which  you  replied, 
'  I  have  not  yet  despaired  of  whipping  them,  general ' ; 
and  went  on  to  state  to  him  your  momentary  expecta- 
tion of  the  arrival  of  General  Wallace,  to  whom  orders 
had  been  timely  and  repeatedly  sent,  and  that  General 
Nelson's  division  might  soon  be  expected  by  the  wagon- 
road  from  Savannah,"  etc. 

This  statement,  ridiculous  and  absurd  in  its 
principal  feature,  is  incorrect  in  every  particular. 

It  is  well  known  that  I  arrived  at  Savannah 
on  the  5th  of  April ;  General  Grant  did  not,  as 
might  be  inferred,  find  me  at  the  landing  at 
Pittsburg  —  I  found  liim  there  ;  we  did  not  meet  at 
"the  house  near  the  river,"  but  on  his  headquarters 
steamer. 

I  mention  these  points  only  to  show  the  ten- 
dency of  the  statement  to  error,  and  I  aver  that  no 
such  conversation  as  is  described  ever  occurred, 
and  that  the  contingency  of  a  retreat  was  not 
brought  forward  by  General  Grant  or  by  me. 

My  attention  has  within  a  few  days  been  called 
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PITTSBUBG  LANSING  IN  THE   BUMMBK  OF  1884.      FROM  A  FHOTOGKAFH. 

,    The  central  or  main  landing  is  here  shown.    On  the  hill  to  the  right  is  seen  the  flag-staff  of  the  National 

Cemetery  ;  in  the  rear  and  to  the  left  of  the  cemetery  is  the  steamboat-store  and 

IJost-offiee,  where  the  roads  from  the  landings  meet. 

On  tlie  shore  I  encouutered  a  scene  whioli  has  often  been  deserilied.  The 
face  of  the  bluff  was  crowded  with  stragglers  from  the  battle.  The  number 
there  at  different  hours  has  been  estimated  at  from  five  thousand  in  the 
morning  to  fifteen  thousand  in  the  evening.  The  nimilier  at  nightfall  would 
not  have  fallen  short  of  fifteen  thousand,  including  those  who  had  passed 
down  the  river,  and  the  less  callous  but  stiU  broken  and  demoralized  fi"ag- 
ments  about  the  camps  on  the  plateau  near  the  lauding.  At  the  top  of  the 
bluff  all  was  confusion.  Men  mounted  and  on  foot,  and  wagons  with  theii* 
teams  and  excited  drivers,  all  struggling  to  force  their  way  closer  to  the 
river,  were  mixed  up  in  apjiarently  inextricable  confusion  with  a  battery  of 
artillery  which  was  standing  in  park  without  men  or  horses  to  man  or  move 
it.  The  increasing  throng  already  presented  a  barrier  which  it  was  e^^idently 
necessary  to  remove,  in  order  to  make  way  for  the  passage  of  my  troops  when 
they  should  arrive.  In  looking  about  for  assistance  I  fell  upon  one  officer, 
the  quartermaster  of  an  Ohio  regiment,  who  preserved  his  senses,  and  was 
anxious  to  do  something  to  aliate  the  disorder.  I  instructeil  him  to  take  con- 
trol of  the  teams,  and  move  them  down  the  hill  by  a  side  road  which  led  to 
the  narrow  bottom  below  tlie  landing,  and  there  park  them.  He  went  to 
work  Avith  alacrity  and  the  efficiency  of  a  strong  will,  and  succeeded  in  clear- 

ent  number  of  trivial  cuiestion.  of  little  moment  to  either  General 
tTraiit  or  myself:  Vmt  perhajis  the  \-aliie  -ittaehed 
to  it  by  others  makes  it  proper  for  me  to  pive  it  an 
attention  which  T  have  not  heretofore  ehosen  to 
bestow  upon  it. — P.  0.  BlELL. 
AlRDRlE,  Keutucky,  July  l(lth.  ISS.'i. 


to  the  fact  that  an  article,  in 
"  The  Century  "  magazine  [General  Adam  Badean's 
paper  on  "General  Grant,''  in  the  number  for 
May,  1SS,5],  has  given  fresh  eireulation  to  the 
story,  and  has  eombiued  the  oflieial  and  the  origi- 
nal phraseology  of  it.    I  have   regarded  it  as  a 
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ing  the  grouud  of  the  wagons.  It  proved  before  night  to  have  been  a  more 
important  service  than  I  had  expected,  for  it  not  only  opened  the  way  for 
Nelson's  division,  bnt  extricated  the  artillery  and  made  it  possible  to  get  it 
into  action  when  the  attack  occurred  at  the  landing  about  sunset. 

It  is  now  time  to  glance  at  the  circumstances  which  had  brought  about  and 
were  tu-giug  on  the  state  of  affairs  here  impei'fectly  portrayed. 

Upon  learning  on  the  2d  of  April  of  the  advance  of  the  Army  of  the  Ohio 
toward  Savannah,  General  Sidney  Johnston  determined  to  anticipate  the 
junction  of  that  army  with  General  Grant's  force,  by  attacking  the  latter, 
and  at  once  gave  orders  for  the  movement  of  his  troops  on  the  following  day. 
It  was  his  expectation  to  reach  the  front  of  the  army  at  Pittsburg  Landing 
on  Friday,  the  4th,  and  make  the  attack  at  daylight  on  Saturday;  but  the 
condition  of  the  roads,  and  some  confusion  in  the  execution  of  orders,  pre- 
vented him  from  getting  into  position  for  the  attack  until  3  o'clock  p.  m.  on 
Saturday.  This  delay  and  an  indiscreet  reconnoissance  which  brought  on  a 
sharp  engagement  with  the  Federal  pickets,  rendered  it  so  improbable  that 
the  Union  commander  would  not  be  prepared  for  the  attack,  that  General 
Beauregard  advised  the  abandonment  of  the  enterprise,  to  the  success  of 
which  a  surprise  was  deemed  to  be  essential.  General  Johnston  overruled 
the  proposition,  however,  and  the  attack  was  ordered  for  the  following  morn- 
ing. The  army  was  drawn  up  in  three  parallel  lines,  covering  the  front  of 
the  Federal  position.  Hardee  commanded  the  first  line,  Bragg  the  second, 
and  Polk  and  Breckinridge  the  third,  the  latter  being  intended  as  a  reserve. 

The  locality  on  which  the  storm  of  battle  was  about  to  burst  has  often 
been  described  with  more  or  less  of  inaccm-acy  or  incompleteness.  It  is  an 
undulating  table-land,  quite  broken  in  places,  elevated  a  hundi'ed  feet  or 
thereabout  above  the  river ;  an  irregular  triangle  in  outline,  nearly  equilateral, 
with  the  sides  four  miles  long,  bordered  on  the  east  by  the  river,  which  here 
runs  nearly  due  north,  on  the  north-west  by  Snake  Creek  and  its  tributary, 
Owl  Creek,  and  on  the  south,  or  south-west,  by  a  range  of  hills  which  immedi- 
ately border  Lick  Creek  on  the  north  bank,  two  hundred  feet  or  more  in 
height,  and  sloping  gradually  toward  the  battle-field.  In  these  hills  rise  the 
eastern  tributaries  of  Owl  Creek,  one  of  them  called  Oak  Creek,  extending 
half-way  across  the  front  or  south  side  of  the  battle-field,  and  interlocking 
with  a  ravine  called  Locust  Grove  Creek,  which  runs  in  the  opj^osite  direction 
into  Lick  Creek  a  mile  from  its  mouth.  Other  short,  deep  ravines  start  from 
the  table-land  and  empty  into  the  river,  the  principal  among  them  being  Dill's 
Branch,  six  hundred  yards  above  the  landing.  Midway  in  the  front,  at  the 
foot  of  the  Lick  Creek  hills,  start  a  nmnber  of  sm'face  di'ains  which  soon 
unite  in  somewhat  difficult  ravines  and  form  Tillman's  Creek,  or  Brier  Creek. 
It  runs  almost  due  north,  a  mile  and  a  quarter  from  the  river,  in  a  deep 
hollow,  which  divides  the  table-land  into  two  main  ridges.  Tillman's  Creek 
empties  into  Owl  Creek  half  a  mile  above  the  Snake  Creek  bridge  by  which 
the  division  of  Lew  "Wallace  arrived.  Short,  abrupt  ravines  break  from  the 
main  ridges  into  Tillman's  Hollow,  and  the  broad  sux"face  of  the  west  ridge 
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is  further  broken  by  larger 
brandies  which  empty  into 
Owl  Creek.  Tillman's  Hollow, 
only  about  a  mile  long,  is  a 
marked  feature  in  the  topog- 
raphy, and  is  identified  with 
some  important  incidents  of 
the  battle. 

Pittslnirg  Landing  is  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile  above  the 
mouth  of  Snake  Creek,  and 
two  and  a  quarter  miles  be- 
low the  mouth  of  Lick  Creek. 
ShUoh  Church  is  on  Oak 
Creek  two  mUes  and  a  half 
south-west  of  Pittsburg  Land- 
ing. The  table-land  comes  up 
boldly  to  the  river  at  the  land- 
ing and  for  a  mile  south.  Be- 
yond those  limits  the  river 
bends  away  from  the  high 
land,  and  the  bottom  gi-adu- 
ally  widens. 

The  princii^al  roads  are  the 
Eiver  road,  as  it  will  here  be 
called,  which  crosses  Snake 
Creek  at  the  bridge  before 
mentioned,  and  running  a  mile 
west  of  Pittsburg  Landing, 
obliquely  along  the  lidge  east 
of  Tillman's  Creek,  crosses 
Lick  Creek  three-quarters  of 
a  mile  from  the  liver  at  the 
east  end  of  the  Lick  Creek 
hUls;  the  Hamburg  and  Purdy 
road,  which  brandies  from  the 
River  road  a  mile  and  two- 
thirds  in  a  straiglit  line  south 
of  Pittsburg  Landing,  and  ex- 
tends north-west  400  yards 
north  of  Sliiloh  Churdi ;  and 
two  roads  that  start  al  the 
landing,  cross  the  Rivei-  road 
two-thirds  of  a  mile  apart,  and 
also  cross  or  run  into  the  Ham- 
burg  and  Purdv  road    nearly 
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opposite  the  chui'ch. 
In  the  official  reports 
these  various  roads 
are  called  with  some 
confusion,  but  not 
altogether  inaccui-ate- 
ly,  Crump's  Landing 
road,  Hamburg  road, 
Corinth  road  or  Pur- 
dy  road,  even  over 
the  same  space,  ac- 
cording to  the  idea  of 
the  writer.  The  Cor- 
inth road  from  the 
lauding  has  two  prin- 
cipal branches.  The 
western  branch  passes 
by  the  church,  and 
the  eastern  passes  a 
mUe  east  of  the  church 
into  the  Bark  road, 
which  extends  along 
the  crest  of  the  Lick 
Creek  hiUs.  The  mili- 
tary maps  show  many 
other  roads,  some  of 
them  farm-roads,  and 
some  only  well-worn 
tracks  made  in  haul- 
ing for  the  troops.  In 
some  j)laces  the  old 
roads  were  quite  ob- 
literated, and  are  im- 
properly represented 
on  the  maps,  as  in 
the  case  of  the  Eiver 
road,  which  is  not 
shown  on  the  official 
map  between  McAr- 
thur's  and  Hui'lbut's 
headquarters,  imme- 
diately west  of  the 
landing.  It  is  shown 
on  Sherman's  camp 
map,  and  its  existence 
is  not   doubtful.     At 
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the  time  of  the  battle,  much  the  largest  part  of  the  ground  was  in  forest, 
sometimes  open,  sometimes  almost  impenetrable  for  horsemen,  with  occa- 
sional cleared  fields  of  from  20  to  80  acres ;  and  these  variations  operated  in 
a  signal  manner  upon  the  fortune  of  the  combatants.  There  was  not  a 
cleared  field  within  the  limits  of  the  battle  that  has  not  its  history. 

We  may  now  locate  the  troops  in  their  encampments,  for  there  Is  where  the 
battle  found  them,  and  its  cuiTeuts  and  eddies  will  frequently  he  discovered 
by  the  reference  to  certain  camps  in  the  official  reports.  The  camp  map 
which  I  received  from  Cleneral  Sherman  will  serve  as  a  useful  guide,  subject 
to  some  necessary  modifications,  to  make  a  field  sketch  agree  with  an  actual 
survey.  But  the  regimental  camps  did  not  always  eonfoi-m  to  the  lines  laid 
down  for  the  brigades  and  di^dsions.  Sometimes  they  were  in  fi-ont,  some- 
times in  rear  of  the  general  line.  I  have  not  pretended  generally  to  intro- 
duce these  variations  into  the  map  which  I  have  prepared  to  accompany 
this  article. 

Starting  at  the  landing,  we  find  the  Second  Division,  commanded  by  W. 
H.  L.  Wallace,  in  the  space  bounded  by  the  river,  Snake  Creek,  the  Eiver 
road,  and  the  right-hand  road  leading  west  from  the  lauding.  Along  that 
road  are,  in  this  order,  the  camps  of  the  12th,  7th,  14th,  and  2d  Iowa,  and 
the  52d  and  9th  Illinois.  At  the  point  where  that  road  crosses  the  Kiver 
road,  in  the  south-west  angle  of  the  intersection,  are  the  headquarters  of  Gen- 
eral McArthur.  On  the  east  side  of  the  Elver  road,  north  of  McAi1:hiu-  are, 
first,  the  14th  Missouri,  called  "Birge's  sharp-shooters"  (not  on  the  Sherman 
camp  map),  and  next  the  81st  Ohio.  The  16th  Wisconsin  has  been  assigned 
to  Prentiss's  division  since  the  Sherman  map  was  made,  and  the  13th  Missouri 
has  probably  taken  that  ground.  All  these  points  are  particularly  mentioned 
in  the  reports  of  the  battle  and  have  been  verified. 

On  the  left-hand  road  where  it  crosses  the  River  road,  three-quarters  of  a 
mile  from  the  lauding,  is  the  Fourth  Division  (Hiirlbut's),  its  Third  Brigade 
between  the  road  and  the  river,  and  the  line  of  the  two  other  brigades  bearing 
off  to  the  north-west.  I  have  located  the  3d  Iowa,  of  that  division,  on  the 
ground  just  in  front  of  which  Crittenden's  di%'ision  was  first  formed  in  line 
Monday  morning,  because  it  was  stated  to  me  at  the  time  that  General  Pren- 
tiss was  killed  at  that  camp ;  the  fact  lieing  that  near  that  point  Prentiss  was 
captured  and  W.  H.  L.  Wallace  mortally  wounded. 

At  t\\o  fork  of  the  River  road  and  the  Hamburg  and  Purdy  road,  is  the 
camp  of  Shevnian's  Second  Brigade,  commanded  liy  Colonel  Stuart,  two 
miles  from  the  division  to  which  it  belongs,  and  one  mile  from  Hurlbut's 
division.  On  both  sides  of  the  eastern  Corinth  road,  half  a  mile  south  of  the 
Hamburg  and  Purdy  road,  is  Prentiss's  division  (the  Sixth)  of  2  brigades. 
It  is  not  shown  on  the  Sherman  map.  Stretching  across  the  western  Corinth 
road  at  the  church,  along  Oak  Creek,  are  the  other  thi'ee  brigades  of  the 
Fifth  Division  (Sherman's) — Hildebrand's  brigade  being  on  the  east  side  of 
the  road,  Buckland's  next  on  the  west  side,  and  John  A.  ^IcDowell's  next 
on  Buckland's  right,  (^nly  one  regiment  (the  ()th  Iowa)  of  McDowell's  brigade 
is  shown  on  the  Sherman  map. 
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The  ofl&cial  reports  and  other  authority  locate  the  Fii'st  Division  (McCler- 
nand's)  as  follows :  The  right  of  the  Third  Brigade  is  at  the  point  whex'e 
the  western  Corinth  road  crosses  the  Hambiii'g  and  Pui-dy  road,  500  yards 
from  the  chui'ch,  and  the  left  is  200  yards  from  Hildebrand's  brigade,  which 
is  thus  obliquely  in  its  front.  The  other  2  brigades,  on  a  general  line  start- 
ing from  the  right  of  the  Third,  form  an  obtuse  angle  with  the  Third,  and 
are  along  the  ridge  nearly  parallel  with  Tillman's  Creek,  the  extreme  right 
being  not  far  from  the  bluff  overlooking  Owl  Creek  bottom.  The  First 
Brigade  is  on  the  east  side  of  the  adjacent  field  instead  of  the  west  side,  as 
the  Sherman  map,  according  to  the  road,  would  seem  to  place  it,  though 
that  map  does  not  show  the  field.  It  remains  to  be  added  that  3  of  the  5 
divisions  were  for  that  period  of  the  war  old  and  experienced  troops. 
Hurlbut's  Third  Brigade  belonged  to  the  Army  of  the  Ohio,  and  had  been 
sent  to  reenforce  Grant  before  Donelsou.  Eight  other  regiments  were  fur- 
nished by  me  for  the  fii'st  movement  up  the  Tennessee,  and  remained  with 
Grant's  army.  Sherman's  division,  one  of  the  newest,  had  been  under  his 
command  more  than  a  month,  and  ought  to  have  been  in  a  tolerably  efiicient 
state  of  disciphne.  Prentiss's  division,  composed  largely  of  raw  regiments, 
had  only  been  organized  a  few  days ;  yet  it  was  posted  in  the  most  exposed 
and  assailable  point  on  the  front.  The  effective  force  at  the  date  of  the 
battle,  exclusive  of  Lew  Wallace's  division,  which  was  at  or  near  Crump's 
Landing,  6  miles  below,  is  stated  by  General  Sherman  at  32,000  men ;  by 
General  Grant  at  33,000.  General  Wallace  left  2  regiments  of  his  division 
and  a  piece  of  artillery  at  Crump's  Landing,  and  joined  the  army  Simday 
evening,  with,  as  he  states,  not  more  than  5000  men. 

I  pi'oceed  now,  in  the  Ught  of  the  official  reports  and  other  evidence,  to 
explain  briefly  what  happened :  the  object  being  not  so  much  to  criticise  the 
manner  of  the  battle,  or  give  a  detailed  description  of  it,  as  to  trace  it  to  its 
actual  condition  at  the  close  of  the  fij-st  day,  and  outline  its  progress  during 
the  second.  With  this  object  the  question  of  a  surprise  has  little  to  do.  I 
stop,  therefore,  only  to  remark  that  each  revival  of  that  question  has  placed 
the  fact  in  a  more  glaring  light.  The  enemy  was  known  to  be  at  hand,  but 
no  adequate  steps  were  taken  to  ascertain  in  what  force  or  with  what  design. 
The  call  to  arms  blended  with  the  crash  of  the  assault,  and  when  the  whole 
forest  on  the  rising  ground  in  front  fiashed  with  the  gleam  of  bayonets,  then 
General  Sherman,  as  he  reports,  "  became  satisfied  for  the  first  time  that  the 
enemy  designed  a  determined  attack."  Yet  among  the  more  watchful  offi- 
cers in  the  front  divisions,  there  was  a  nervous  feeling  that  their  superiors 
were  not  giving  due  heed  to  the  presence  of  hostile  reconnoitering  parties, 
though  they  little  imagined  the  magnitude  of  the  danger  that  impended.  On 
Saturday  General  Sherman  was  notified  of  these  parties.  He  answered  that 
the  pickets  must  be  strengthened,  and  instructed  to  be  vigilant ;  that  he  was 
embarrassed  for  the  want  of  cavalry;  his  cavalry  had  been  ordered  away,  and 
the  cavalry  he  was  to  have  instead  had  not  arrived ;  as  soon  as  they  reported 
he  would  send  them  to  the  front  and  find  out  what  was  there.  In  one  of  his 
brigades  the  regimental  commanders  held  a  consultation,  at  which  it  was 
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determiued  to  streugthen  the  pickets.  These  are  curious  revelations  to  a 
soldier's  ear. 

Prentiss's  vigrilanee  gave  the  first  -waming  of  the  actual  danger,  and  in  fact 
commenced  the  contest.  On  Saturday,  disquieted  by  the  frequent  appearance 
of  the  enemy's  cavaky,  he  increased  his  pickets,  though  he  had  no  evidence 
of  the  presence  of  a  large  force.  Early  Sunday  morning  one  of  these  picket- 
guards,  startled  no  doubt  by  the  hum  of  forty  thousand  men  half  a  mile  dis- 
tant, waking  u\)  for  battle,  went  forward  to  ascertain  the  cause,  and  soon 
came  upon  the  enemy's  pickets,  which  it  promptly  attacked  It  was  then  a 
quarter  past  5  o'clock,  and  all  things  being  ready,  the  Confederate  general, 
accepting  the  signal  of  the  pickets,  at  once  gave  the  order  to  advance.  Pre- 
viously, however.  General  Prentiss,  still  apprehensive,  had  sent  forward  Col- 
onel Moore  of  the  21st  Missouri,  with  five  companies  to  strengthen  the 
picket-guard.  On  the  way  out  Colonel  Moore  met  the  guard  retiu-ning  to 
camp  with  a  nimiber  of  its  men  kiUed  and  wounded.  Sending  the  latter  on 
to  camp  and  calling  for  the  remaining  companies  of  his  regiment,  he  pro- 
ceeded to  tlie  front  in  time  to  take  a  good  position  on  the  border  of  a  cleared 
field  and  opened  fire  upon  the  enemy's  skirmishers,  checking  them  for  a 
while ;  but  the  main  body  forced  him  back  upon  the  di%T.sion  with  a  con- 
siderable list  of  wounded,  himself  among  the  number.  AH  this  occurred  in 
front  of  Sherman's  camp,  not  in  front  of  Prentiss's.  This  spii'ited  beginning, 
unexpected  on  both  sides,  gave  the  first  alarm  to  the  divisions  of  Shei'man 
and  Prentiss.  The  latter  promptly  formed  his  di^■ision  at  the  fu'st  news 
from  the  front,  and  moved  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in  advance  of  his  camp,  where 
he  was  attacked  before  Sherman  was  under  arms.  He  held  his  position  until 
the  enemy  on  his  right  passed  him  in  attacking  Sherman,  whose  left  regi- 
ment immediately  broke  into  rout.  He  then  retired  in  some  disordei-,  renew- 
ing the  resistance  in  his  camp  but  forced  back  in  still  gi-eater  disorder,  until 
at  9  o'clock  he  came  upon  the  line  which  Hurlbut  and  W.  H.  L.  Wallace  were 
forming  half  a  mile  in  rear. 

Upon  the  fii'st  alarm  in  his  camp,  which  was  simultaneous  with  the  attack 
upon  Sherman,  McClernand  rapidly  got  under  arms,  and  endeavored  to 
support  Sherman's  left  with  his  Third  Brigade,  only  two  hundred  yards  in 
rear,  while  he  placed  his  Fii'st  and  Second  Brigades  in  inverted  order  still 
farther  to  the  rear  and  left,  to  oppose  the  enemy's  columns  pouring  in  upon 
his  left  flank  through  the  opening  on  Sherman's  left ;  but  his  Third  Brigade 
was  forced  back  with  the  fugitives  from  Sherman's  broken  line  by  the 
advancing  enemy,  and  endeavored  with  only  partial  success  to  form  on  the 
right  of  McClernand's  line,  which  at  first  was  formed  with  the  left  a  little 
south,  and  the  center  north  of  the  Coi'inth  road.  Before  the  formation  was 
comjileted  the  line  was  compelled  to  retire  by  the  pressure  on  its  front  and  left 
flank,  with  the  loss  of  6  pieces  of  artillery,  but  it  re-formed  oOO  yards  in  rear. 

Hildebraud's  brigade  had  now  disappeared  in  complete  disorder  from  the 
front,  leaving  three  pieces  of  artillery  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  Buckland 
formed  promptly  at  the  first  idarm,  and  in  order  to  keep  the  enemy  back 
endeavored  by  Sherman's  ilirectiou  to  throw  a  regiment  beyond  Oak  Creek, 
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which  covered  his  front  at  a  distance  of  two  hundred  yards,  but  on  reaching 
the  brow  of  the  low  hill  bordering  the  stream  the  enemy  was  encountered  on 
the  hither  side.  Nevertheless  the  brigade  resisted  effectively  for  about  two 
hours  the  efforts  of  the  assailants  to  cross  the  boggy  stream  in  force.  The 
enemy  suffered  great  loss  in  these  efforts,  but  succeeded  at  last.  Before 
being  quite  forced  back,  Buckland  received  orders  from  Sherman  to  form 
line  on  the  Purdy  road  four  himdred  yards  in  rear,  to  connect  with  McCIer- 
nand's  right.  Orders  were  also  given  to  McDowell,  who  had  not  yet  been 
engaged,  to  close  to  the  left  on  the  same  line.  These  orders  were  in  effect 
defeated  in  both  cases,  and  five  pieces  of  artillery  lost  by  faidts  in  the  execu- 
tion and  the  rapid  advance  of  the  enemy.  Sherman's  division  as  an  organ- 
ized body  disappeared  from  the  field  from  this  time  until  the  close  of  the  day. 
McDowell's  brigade  preserved  a  sort  of  identity  for  a  while.  Sherman  reports 
that  at  "about  10:30  A.  m.  the  enemy  had  made  a  fui-ious  attack  on  General 
McClernand's  whole  front.  Finding  him  pressed,  I  moved  McDowell's  bri- 
gade against  the  left  flank  of  the  enemy,  forced  him  back  some  distance,  and 
then  du-ected  the  men  to  avail  themselves  of  every  cover — trees,  fallen 
timber,  and  a  wooded  valley  to  om-  right."  It  sounds  like  the  signal  to  dis- 
perse, and  a  little  after  1  o'clock  the  brigade  and  regiments  are  seen  no  more. 
Some  fragments  of  the  division  and  the  commander  himself  attached  them- 
selves to  McClernand's  command,  which  now,  owing  to  its  composite  and 
iiTCgular  organization,  could  hardly  be  denominated  a  division. 

The  contest  which  raged  in  McClernand's  camp  was  of  a  fluctuating  cliar- 
acter.  The  ground  was  lost  and  won  more  than  once,  but  each  ebb  and  flow 
of  the  struggle  left  the  Union  side  in  a  worse  condition.  In  his  fifth  posi- 
tion MeClernand  was  driven  to  the  camp  of  his  Fii'st  Brigade,  half  of  his 
command  facing  to  the  south  and  half  to  the  west,  to  meet  the  converging 
attack  of  the  enemy.  His  nominal  connection  with  the  left  wing  of  the  army 
aei'oss  the  head  of  Tillman's  Hollow  had  been  severed,  by  the  dispersion  or 
defeat  of  the  detached  commands  that  formed  it.  Another  reverse  to  his 
thinned  ranks  would  drive  him  over  the  bluff  into  Owl  Creek  bottom,  and 
perhaps  cut  him  off  from  the  river.  He  determined,  therefore,  between  2 
and  3  o'clock  to  retire  across  TiUman's  Hollow  in  the  direction  of  the  land- 
ing. That  movement  was  effected  with  a  good  deal  of  ^regularity,  but 
with  the  repulse  of  a  small  body  of  pursuing  cavalry,  ami  a  new  line  was 
formed  on  the  opposite  ridge  along  the  Eiver  road,  north  of  Hurlbut's  head- 
quarters. I  shall  have  occasion  farther  along  to  remark  upon  the  disjalay  of 
force  on  the  right  of  this  line  in  the  vicinity  of  McArthui-'s  headquarters. 
The  movement  must  have  been  comjileted  about  3  o'clock.  Leaving  the  right 
wing,  as  it  may  be  called,  in  this  position  prior  to  the  attack  of  4  o'clock, 
which  drove  it  still  farther  back,  we  wiU  retui-n  to  the  ctu-rent  of  events  in 
the  left  wing. 

With  Stuai't  on  the  extreme  left,  as  with  the  other  commanders,  the  pres- 
ence of  the  enemy  was  the  first  warning  of  danger.  He  was  soon  compelled 
to  fall  back  from  his  camp  to  a  new  position,  and  presently  again  to  a  third, 
which  located  him  on  the  prolongation  and  extreme  left  of  the  line  formed 
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vj/J/T/7m  Army  of  the  Ohio. 
Army  of  the  Tenn. 
ConfcHerate  Lines. 


A.  McCoolt,  2d  Division. 

B.  Nelson,  4th  Division, 

C.  Crittenden,  5th  Division, 

D.  Wood,  6th  Division. 

E.  Terrill's  Battery, 

F.  Mendenhall's  Battery, 

G.  rartletl's  Batttry, 
H.  McClernand,  ist  Division, 
I.     \V.  H.  L.  Wallace,  2d  Div. 
K.   Lew  Wallace,  3d  Division 
L.    Hurlbut,  4th  Division, 
M.  Sherman,  5th  Division, 
N.   Prentiss,  6th  Division, 

0.  McArthur. 
P.    Ogli^sby. 

Q.  Birge's  Sharpshooters,(i4  th  Mo; 
R.  13th  Missouri- 
S.    43d  lUinois- 
T.    McDowell. 
U.   Stuart. 

V.  Thompson's  &  Thurber's  Batteries. 
W.  McAllister'5  Battery. 
Brigades:  rt,  tst ;  ^,  2d;  f,  3d;  d. 

Numbers  indicate  honrsofthe  day,  or 
periods  of  the  battle,  as  follows : 

1.  Attack  at  the  Landing,  eveningoftlie 

6th. 

2.  Kight  of  the  6th,  and  morning  of  the 

7th.  before  the  advance.  At  that 
period  the  Confederates,  for  the 
•most  part,  occupied  the  various 
captured  camps. 

3.  Between    6  and    8  A.  M.  on  the  7lh. 

4.  "  9    "     10       " 

5.  "        II     "    12       "         "  ' 

6.  Between  12  ;ind    I    P.M.     "         " 

7.  "  2    "      3       " 
g          .,          4-5       "         ■'         •■ 

At  the  period  indicated  by  "  S,  the 
Confederates  had  withdrawn  from 
the  field,  and  Gen.  Grant's  troops 
bad  retired  to  their  respective 
camps. 
9.  Night  of  the  7lh. 

Whi-ii  a  corps  is  missing  in  the  consec- 
utive series,  it  means  that  in  the  intenal 
itsaetion  -lufs  tuai-abfe  and  its  Jtosition  ttvl 
denned- 
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THE    •■  IIOKXETS'   NEST"  — I'KENTISS'S   TROOPS  AND   HICKENLOOPEB'S   BATTEBT    KEPITLSING   HARDEE'S  TBOOPS. 

This  cut  and  the  one  on  the  next  page  form  one  picture  relating  to  the  battle  of  the  first  cLiy. 


by  Hiu'lbut  and  W.  H.  L.  Wallace,  but  without  lla^-ing  any  connection  ■with 
it.  As  soon  as  the  first  advance  of  the  enemy  was  known,  these  two  com- 
manders were  called  upon  by  those  in  front  for  support.  In  the  absence  of 
a  common  superior  it  was  sent  forward  by  regiments  or  brigades  in  such 
manner  as  seemed  projier  to  the  oflieer  appealed  to,  and  after  that  was  left  to 
its  own  devices.  It  seldom  formed  the  connection  desired,  or  came  uuder  the 
du'ection  of  a  common  superior.  Indeed,  the  want  of  cohesion  and  concert 
in  the  Union  ranks  is  conspicuously  indicated  in  the  ofiicial  i-eports.  A 
regiment  is  rarely  overcome  in  front,  but  falls  back  because  the  regiment  on 
its  right  or  left  has  done  so,  and  exposed  its  flank.  It  continues  its  back- 
ward movement  at  least  until  it  is  well  under  shelter,  thus  exposing  the  flank 
of  its  neighbor,  who  then  must  also  needs  fall  back.  Once  in  operation,  the 
process  repeats  itself  indefinitely.  In  a  broken  and  covered  country  which 
affords  occasional  I'allying-points  and  obstri;cts  the  pursuit,  it  proceeds  step 
by  stop.  On  an  oj^en  field,  in  the  presence  of  light  artillery  and  cavalry,  it 
would  I'un  rapidly  into  general  rout. 

This  outflanking,  so  common  in  the  Union  reports  at  Shiloh,  is  not  a  mere 
excuse  of  the  inferior  commanders.  It  is  the  practical  consequence  of  the 
al)sence  of  a  common  head,  and  the  jiidicious  use  of  reserves  to  counteract 
partial  reverses  and  preserve  the  front  of  battle.  The  want  of  a  general 
direction  is  seen  also  in  the  distribution  of  Hiu-lbut's  and  Wallace's  divisions. 
Hurlbut  sent  a  brigade  under  Colonel  Yeatch  to  support  Sherman's  left; 
Wallace  sent  one  under  General  McArthiu"  to  the  opposite  extreme  to  sup- 


SHILOH  REI/IEIVED. 


505 


GIBSON'S    BRIGADE    CHAEGI.VG    HUHLBUT'S    TROOPS    IN    THE  "  HORNETS'   NEST." 

From  the  Cyclorama  of  Sliiloli  at  CWcago.    By  ijermission. 

port  Stuart;  and  the  two  remaining  brigades  of  each  were  between  the 
extremes — Wallace  on  Veatch's  left  but  not  in  connection  with  it,  and  Hurl- 
but  on  McArthur's  right,  also  without  connection.  Stuart  himself  with  his 
brigade  was  two  miles  to  the  left  of  Sherman's  division  to  which  he  belonged. 
When  the  three  Confederate  lines  were  brought  together  successively  at  the 
front,  there  was,  of  course,  a  great  apparent  mingling  of  organizations ;  but  it 
was  not  in  their  case  attended  with  the  confusion  that  might  be  supposed, 
because  each  division  area  was  thereby  supplied  with  a  triple  complement  of 
brigade  and  division  officers,  and  the  whole  front  was  under  the  close  super- 
vision of  foiu"  remarkably  efficient  cori3S  commanders.  The  evils  of  dis- 
jointed command  are  plainly  to  be  seen  in  the  arrangement  of  the  Federal 
line,  but  the  position  of  the  left  wing  after  the  forced  coiTection  of  the  first 
faulty  disposition  of  Hmibut's  brigades  was  exceedingly  strong,  and  in  the 
center  was  held  without  a  break  against  oft-repeated  assaults  from  9  o'clock 
until  5  o'clock.  From  12  until  2  it  was  identical  with  the  second  position 
taken  by  Nelson  and  Crittenden  on  Monday,  and  it  was  equally  formidable 
against  attack  from  both  directions.  Its  peculiar  feature  consisted  in  a  wood 
in  the  center,  with  a  thick  undergrowth,  flanked  on  either  side  by  open  fields, 
and  with  open  but  sheltering  woods  in  front  and  rear.  The  Confederates  gave 
the  name  of  "Hornets'  Nest"  to  the  thicket  part  of  it  on  Sunday,  and  it  was  in 
the  open  ground  on  the  east  flank  that  General  Sidney  Johnston  was  killed. 

On  this  line,  between  and  under  the  shelter  of  Hurlbut  and  W.  H.  L.  Wal- 
lace, Prentiss  rallied  a  considerable  force,  perhaps  a  thousand  men,  of  his 


5o6  SHILOH  REyiElVED. 

routed  division  at  9  o'clook,  and  fought  stuVjbornly  until  near  the  close  of  the 
day.  By  3  o'clock  the  withdrawal  of  the  right  wing,  accompanied  by  Veatch's 
brigade,  exposed  W.  H.  L.  Wallace's  right  flank,  which  also  paitially  cnimbled 
away;  and  the  retirement  of  )Stuart  about  the  same  horn-  Ijefore  the  strong 
attack  brought  against  him,  and  of  Hurlbut  at  4  o'clock  under  the  same  pow- 
erful pressui'B  upon  his  left  flank,  left  Prentiss  and  Wallace  with  hLs  remain- 
ing regiments  isolated  and  unsupported.  Still  they  held  their  gi'ound  while 
the  enemy  closed  upon  each  flank.  As  they  were  about  being  completely 
enveloped,  Wallace  endeavored  to  extricate  his  command,  and  was  mortally 
wounded  in  the  attempt  at  5  o'clock.  Some  of  his  regiments  under  Colonel 
Tuttle  fought  their  way  through  the  cross-fii-e  of  the  contracting  lines  of  the 
enemy,  but  6  regiments  of  the  2  divisions  held  fast  until  the  encompass- 
ment  was  complete,  and  one  by  one  with  Prentiss,  between  half-past  .5  and 
6  o'clock,  they  were  forced  to  surrender.  This  gallant  resistance,  and  the 
delay  caused  1)y  the  necessary  disposition  of  the  captives,  weakened  the  force 
of  the  attack  which  MeClernand  sustained  in  his  seventh  jjosition  on  the 
River  road  at  4  o'clock,  and  retarded  the  onward  movement  of  the  enemy  for 
nearly  3  hom's  after  the  retu'ement  of  the  right  wing  from  the  west  side 
of  TiUman's  Creek. 

Before  the  incumbrance  of  their  success  was  entu-ely  put  out  of  the  way  the 
Confederates  pressed  forward  to  complete  a  seemingly  assured  victoiy,  but  it 
was  too  late.  John  K.  Jackson's  brigade  and  the  9th  and  10th  Mississippi 
of  Chalmers's  brigade  crossed  Dill's  ravine,  and  their  artillery  on  the  south 
side  swept  the  bluif  at  the  landing,  the  missiles  falling  into  the  liver  far 
beyond.  Hurlbut  had  hurriedly  got  into  line  in  rear  of  the  siege-guns,  as 
they  are  called  in  the  official  reports  posted  half  a  mile  from  the  river,  but 
for  five  hundred  yards  from  the  landing  there  was  not  a  soldier  in  ranks  or 
any  organized  means  of  defense.  \  Just  as  the  danger  was  perceived.  Colonel 
Webster,  Grant's  chief  of  artillery,  rapidly  approached  Colonel  Fiy  and 
myself.  The  idea  of  getting  the  battery  which  was  standing  in  park  into 
action  was  expressed  simultaneously  by  the  thi'ee,  and  was  promptly  exe- 
cuted by  Colonel  Webster's  immediate  exertion.  General  Grant  came  up  a 
few  minutes  latei',  and  a  member  of  his  escort  was  killed  in  that  position. 
Chalmers's  skirmishers  ajiproached  to  within  one  lumdred  yards  of  the  bat- 
tery. The  number  in  view  was  not  large,  but  the  gunners  were  ah'eady 
abandoning  their  jiieces,  when  Ammen's  lu'igade,  accompanied  by  Nelson,  came 
into  action.    The  attack  was  repelled,  and  the  engagement  ended  for  the  day. 

In  his  report  of  April  9th,  to  Halleck,  General  Grant  says  of  this  incident: 

"  At  a  late  hour  in  the  aftornoon  a  desperate  effort  was  made  by  the  enemy  to  turn  our  left 
and  fret  possession  of  tlie  landintr,  ti-ansports,  ete.  This  ]ioint  was  iruardod  liy  the  £rmi-b<vits 
Tiihr  and  Lcriiniftm,  Captains  (Iwin  and  Shirk.  U.  S.  Navy,  eonin-.andiiisr.  four  "JO-pounder  Parrott 
jruns,  and  a  battery  of  rifled  truns.  As  tlu>re  is  a  deep  and  impass;vVde  nivine  for  artillery  or 
cavalry,  and  very  diifieult  for  infantry,  at  this  point,  no  troops  were  stationed  here,  except  the 
necessary  artillerists  and  a  small  infantry  force  for  tlieir  support.     Just  at  this  moment  the 

^  In  studying  the  Ofliiial  K(|>(irts  tluso  "siege-guns'"  must  not  l)e  ooufouuded  with  the  battery  of 
rifle  field-guns  ueii rev  tlic  livi  v;  to  all  of  tliese  the  term  "Reserve  Artillery" has beeu given  on  the  map 
Cpage  r.o;?).— D.  C.  B. 
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advance  of  Major-General  Buell's  column  (a  part  of  the  division  under  General  Nelson)  arrived, 
tlie  two  generals  named  both  being  present.  An  advance  was  immediately  made  upon  the 
point  of  attack  and  the  enemy  soon  driven  back.  In  this  repulse,  much  is  due  to  the  presence 
of  the  gun-boats  Tyler  and  Lexington,  and  their  able  commanders.  Captains  Gwin  and  Shirk." 

My  own  official  report  is  to  the  same  effect.  In  a  calm  review  of  the 
battle,  not  unfriendly  to  General  Grrant,  and  wi-itten  some  years  after  the 
occui'rence,  General  Hurlbnt  said : 

"  About  6  p.  M.  this  movement  (for  a  final  attack  at  the  landing)  was  reported  to  General 
Hurlbut.  He  at  once  took  measures  to  change  the  front  of  2  regiments,  or  parts  of  regiments, 
of  which  the  55th  Illinois  was  one,  and  to  turn  6  pieces  of  artillery  to  bear  upon  the  point 
of  danger.  At  that  instant,  he  being  near  the  head  of  the  Landing  road.  General  Grant  came 
up  from  the  river,  closely  followed  by  Ammen's  brigade  of  Nelson's  division.  Information  of 
the  expected  attack  was  promptly  given,  and  two  of  Ammen's  regiments  deployed  into  hne,  moved 
rapidly  forward,  and  after  a  few  sharp  exchanges  of  voUeys  from  them,  the  enemy  fell  back,  and 
the  bloody  series  of  engagements  of  Sunday  at  Pittsbm-g  Landing  closed  with  that  last  repulse." 

The  reports  of  all  the  officers  who  took  i^art  in  the  action  at  the  landing,  Nel- 
son, Ammen,  and  the  regimental  commanders,  fully  sustain  the  main  point  in 
these  accounts,  and  are  totally  at  variance  with  General  Grant's  statement  in 
his  "Centuiy"  article  [see  page  465].  I  have  myself  never  described  the  attack 
at  the  landing  as  "  a  desperate  effort "  of  the  enemy ;  but  I  have  said  that  the 
condition  of  affairs  at  that  point  made  the  occasion  critical.  We  know  from 
the  Confederate  reports  that  the  attack  was  tmdertaken  by  Jackson's  and 
Chalmers's  brigades  as  above  stated ;  that  the  reserve  artillery  could  effect 
nothing  against  the  attacking  force  under  the  shelter  of  Dill's  ravine ;  that 
the  fire  of  the  gun-boats  was  equally  harmless  on  account  of  the  elevation 
which  it  was  necessary  to  give  the  guns  in  order  to  clear  the  top  of  the  bluff ; 
and  that  the  final  assault,  owing  to  the  show  of  resistance,  was  delayed. 
Jackson's  brigade  made  its  advance  without  cartridges.  When  they  came  to 
the  crest  of  the  hiU  and  found  the  artillery  supported  by  infantry,  they 
shrank  from  the  assault  with  bayonets  alone,  and  Jackson  went  in  search  of 
cooperation  and  support.  In  the  meantime  the  attack  was  superseded  by 
the  order  of  the  Confederate  commander  calling  off  his  troops  for  the  night. 
The  attack  was  poorly  organized,  but  it  was  not  repelled  until  Ammen  arrived, 
and  it  cannot  be  affirmed  under  the  circumstances  that  the  action  of  his 
brigade  in  delaying  and  repelling  the  enemy  was  not  of  the  most  vital  im- 
portance. Had  the  attack  been  made  before  Nelson  could  arrive,  with  the 
means  which  the  enemy  had  abundantly  at  hand,  it  would  have  succeeded 
beyond  all  question. 

As  fast  as  Nelson's  division  arrived  it  was  formed  in  line  of  battle  in  front 
of  Grant's  troops,  pickets  were  thrown  across  DiU's  ravine,  and  the  dawn  of 
another  day  was  awaited  to  begin  the  second  stage  in  the  battle ;  or,  speaking 
more  correctly,  to  fight  the  second  battle  of  Shiloh.  Let  us  in  the  meantime 
examine  more  in  detail  the  condition  in  which  the  first  day  had  left  General 
Grant's  command,  and  its  prospects  unaided  for  the  morrow. 

The  evidence  relied  upon  to  refute  the  accepted  belief  in  the  critical  con- 
dition of  General  Grant's  command  on  Sunday  evening  is  of  two  sorts :  first, 
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On  Nov.  28th,  1S84,  two  wcelis  licfore  tlii'  (1lli'i;il  IMap 
was  scut  to  prcRswith  (ieiienil  Grant's  Shilnh  iutirlr  liii 
"The  Cetitury  "  luaijazino  for  Fi'ltruar\-,  lss:>^  inquiry 
■n-as  ma(\o  of  fji-neral  Gi'iirsc  Tlioiii  oimi-i'niiiiir  its  his- 
tory, lie  rci)lir(l,  DiH".  .3th,  that  it  was  jiri'partMl  iimlcr 
Ills  ilirrction  as  Chii'f  of  Toposr.iphii'al  Eiifiinoors  on 
Ilalh'clc-K  staff  soon  after  tlio  l>attli'.  wliih'  the  Union 
trnoiis  were  still  i-nraiiiii.il  on  and  near  the  liattU'- 
j;roMn(l.  and  Ihat  Cian'rals  ( Irani.  llui'U.  ami  Shirm.in 
fnrnislu'd  hint  wilh  inforniatiim  as  tii  Tlu-  positions  oocu- 
piccl  liy  the  troops  in  the  liatllo.  ( )n  Hoc.  l.-.th,  Gonoral 
Thoni  "rallod  tlii'  atti'nlion  of  General  (irant  to  eertain 
eritieisnis  which  Geiu-i-al  shernnni  puhlislied  on  the 
t)nieial  .Map  .  .  .  of  that  liattle-tiehl.  at  a  meetinirof 
the  .\rniy  of  the  Teinie.ssee  held  in  Cineinnati  on  the(>th 
ami  7th  of  .\pril,  1881."     In  reply.  General  Grant  wrote  : 

"3  E.  OGIll  St..  X.  Y.  Oily.  Dee.  :iOtli.  1S.S4. 
"My  DKAltGKNKliAl.TllOM:  Voar  letterof  the  Ifitli  instant 
w,is  duly  recelveil,  ami  1  now  have  yonrs  of  the  -8th.    In 


reiranl  to  the  matter  of  tlio  map  wliieh  'The  t'entniy "  mag- 
azine is  to  nse  in  iUnst  ration  of  tlie  article  wliicli  I  liavo  tnr- 
nishetl  on  the  Itattle  of  sliiloli,  I  liare  cxatnlm^l  it,  and  see 
notliin:;  to  criticise.  1  wa.s  not  aware  befere  tlic  receipt  of 
your  tirst  letter  that  Oeneral  Sliernian  liati  overcnlici.scd 
your  nmp  itf  the  battle.tlelil  of  SliiliOi.  I  Itavo  not  si»okon  to 
Sherman  on  tlint  partienlar  snlijeet  ri'cenlly.  nor  ever  Ihat  I 
rememlter  of.  '  The  Centnry.'  as  I  umtcrstan)!.  lias  talcen 
tho  Official  Map  to  illustrate  uiy  article.    Very  truly  youths, 

I".  S.  UKAXT." 

General  Grant's  approval  of  the  use  of  tho  Official 
:M.i1>  with  his  artiile  was  ^iveii  in  nn  inton-iow  with  one 
of  tho  editors  ovi-r  the  nmp.  at  liis  house  early  in  Nov., 
I8S4.  On  .lune  ^tlh,  ls,s.-,,  live  months  after  the  api»oai^ 
am-e  of  the  article.  Colonel  r.  D.  tTranl  wixito  to  tho 
editor  fi-oin  Miuint  MeGreiwr,  inelosini;  iu>tes  for  tho 
revision  of  the  map,  anil  sayinjr:  "no  IGencnd  tyrant) 
would  like  you  to  nniko  tho  ohaiiiros  in  tho  map,  indi- 
cated." For  General  Grant's  map  ami  Colonel  Grant's 
explauatiou,  sec  page  470,— Editors. 
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the  official  map,  as  it  is  called,  and  second,  the  personal  statements  and 
assumptions  of  General  Grant  and  General  Sherman.  I  shall  examine  these 
data  upon  the  evidence  of  the  official  reports  and  my  own  observation. 

The  official  map  was  prepared,  after  the  arrival  of  General  Halleck  at  Pitts- 
burg Landing,  by  his  topographical  engineer,  General  George  Thorn.  The  topo- 
graphical part  of  it  was  made  from  an  approximate  survey,  and,  though  not 
strictly  accurate,  is  sufficiently  so  for  an  intelligent  study  of  the  battle.  For 
the  errors  in  the  location  of  the  troops  General  Thom  cannot  be  supposed  to 
be  responsible,  since  he  could  have  no  knowledge  of  the  facts  except  what  he 
derived  from  the  statements  of  others ;  but  in  what  is  given  and  what  is 
withheld  they  are  of  a  very  misleading  natru'e.  They  consist,  first,  in  the 
extension  of  Grant's  line  on  the  evening  of  the  6th  a  f uU  half-mile  to  the  west 
of  its  true  limit — placing  Hurlbut's  division  on  the  front  actually  occupied 
by  McClernand,  MeClernand  on  and  four  hundred  yards  beyond  Sherman's 
ground,  and  Sherman  entirely  on  the  west  side  of  Tillman's  Hollow  on  the 
right  of  the  camping-ground  of  McClernand's  division,  and  within  the  lines 
occupied  by  the  Confederates.  On  the  morning  of  the  7th  they  place  from 
left  to  right,  McClernand,  then  Sherman,  then  Lew  Wallace,  along  the  bluff 
bordering  Owl  Creek  bottom,  all  west  of  Tillman's  Creek,  and  on  ground 
which  we  did  not  possess  until  after  four  hours  of  fighting ;  followed  on  the 
left  by  Hurlbut's  division ;  thus  occupying  a  solid  front  of  a  mile  and  a  third, 
in  comparison  with  which  the  undeveloped  front  of  my  army  presents  a  very 
subordinate  appearance.  They  give  no  account  of  the  positions  during  the 
battle,  in  which  the  right  of  that  army  was  substantially  in  contact  with 
Wallace's  division  on  the  extreme  right.  They  give  two  of  its  positions, —  oue 
in  the  first  formation  before  its  front  was  developed,  and  the  other  at  the 
close  of  the  day,  when  Grant's  troops  had  taken  possession  of  then-  camps 
again,  and  mine  had  been  withdrawn  from  the  ground  on  which  they  fought. 
These  two  positions  are  taken  from  my  official  map,  but  not  the  intermediate 
positions  shown  on  that  map.  Below  the  copy  of  the  Thom  map,  as  published 
with  General  Grant's  article  in  the  February  number  of  "The  Century"  (1885), 
it  was  stated  that "  the  positions  of  the  troops  were  indicated  in  accordance  with 
information  furnished  at  the  time  by  Generals  Grant,  Buell,  and  Sherman." 
It  would  be  presumed  that  Grant  and  Sherman,  the  latter  especially,  in  con- 
sequence of  his  intimate  relations  with  Halleck's  headquarters,  were  consulted 
about  the  location  of  the  troops ;  and  it  is  not  to  be  doubted  that  their  infor- 
mation was  the  guide.  If  any  information  of  mine  was  adopted,  it  was  only 
through  the  map  that  accompanied  my  report,  and  with  reference  to  the 
position  of  my  own  troops. 

Nineteen  years  after  the  battle  General  Sherman  revised  the  official  map, 
and  deposited  his  version  with  the  archives  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of 
the  Tennessee  for  historical  use.  Ostensibly  it  accepts  the  topograjjliy  of 
the  Thom  map,  but  modifies  the  positions  of  the  troops  in  the  most  radical 
manner.  On  the  Thom  map  the  line  of  battle  Sunday  evening  is  represented 
as  being  along  the  right-hand  road  leading  west  from  the  landing,  with  the 
reserve  artillery  and  Nelson's  and  Crittenden's  divisions  on  the  left,  and 
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This  cut  and  the  oni'  on  the  nest  page  form  one  picture  relating  to  the  first  day's  battle. 


Hiiiibixt,  McClernaud,  and  Sheriuau  in  the  order  mentioned,  toward  the  right. 
The  modification  of  this  position  of  the  troops  by  the  SheiTuan  e<iition,  may 
be  described  as  follows  [see  map,  page  470] :  Looking  west  over  the  map,  we 
see  a  line  on  the  east  l)ank  of  the  river  marked  "Buell."  Xo  part  of  my  army 
is  represented  on  the  west  bank.  On  the  west  side  of  the  river,  400  yards  back 
from  the  landing  and  parallel  with  the  river,  is  a  line  100  yards  long  marked 
"  Grant."  Extending  back  from  the  river  along  Dill's  Branch,  is  a  line  half 
a  mile  long  marked  "Detachments."  This  might  mean  the  reserve  artillery. 
From  the  outer  extremity  of  the  "Detachments"  is  a  hne  two-thirds  of  a  mile 
long  running  west,  but  swelling  in  the  center  well  to  the  soiith,  Avith  its  right 
resting  on  Tillman's  Creek,  and  marked  "  Hurlbut."  On  the  right  of  Hurlbut 
extending  in  the  same  west  course,  and  entirely  on  the  west  side  of  Tillman's 
Creek,  is  a  doulile  line  one-eighth  of  a  mile  long  marked  "  McCleniand." 
Then  commcMicing  one  hundred  yards  north-west  of  ^IcClernand'-^  right  and 
extending  due  north,  along  the  edge  of  the  field  in  front  of  the  camp  of 
McCleriiand's  First  Brigade,  is  a  line  two-thirds  of  a  mile  long  marked 
"tShermau."  On  the  right  of  this  line  are  three  houses  covered  in  fnnit  by  a 
sort  of  demi-lune  and  wing,  between  which  and  the  main  Sherman  line  is  a 
bastion-like  arrangement.  The  demi-lune  figure  Sherman  designates  as  a 
"strong  flank,"  and  says  it  was  occupied  by  Birge's  sharp-shootei-s.  Off  to  the 
right  is  seen  Lew  Wallace's  division  crossing  Snake  Creek  briilge,  and  march- 
ing toward  the  demi-lune  by  a  road  which  had  no  existence  in  fact  or  on  the 
original  Tlioin  map.     At  the  angle  between  Sherman  and  McClernaud  is  a 
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From  the  Cyclorama  of  Bliiloli  at  CMcago.    By  permission. 

ravine  wMcli  extends  into  the  camp  of  McClernand's  division,  and  along  the 
sides  of  this  ravine  from  the  right  and  left  respectively  of  McClernand  and 
Sherman  are  two  dotted  lines  terminating  in  a  point  at  the  head  of  the  ravine. 
In  his  speech  submitting  his  map  to  the  society,  Sherman  explains  how  that 
horn-like  projection  was  formed,  with  other  particulars,  as  follows : 

"  In  the  very  crisis  of  the  battle  of  April  6,  about  4:  o'clock  P.  M.,  -when  my  division  occupied 
the  line  fi"om  Snake  Creek  bridge  to  the  forks  of  the  Corinth  and  Purdy  road,  there  occurred 
an  incident  I  have  never  seen  recorded.  Bii-ge's  sharp-shooters,  or  '  SquiiTel  Tails,'  occupied 
the  stables,  granaries,  and  house  near  the  bridge  as  a  strong  flank.  My  division  occupied  a 
double  line  from  it  along  what  had  once  been  a  lane  with  its  fences  thrown  down,  and  the 
blackben-y  and  sassafras  bushes  still  marking  the  border  of  an  open  cotton-field  in  front,  and 
the  left  was  in  a  ravine  near  which  Major  Ezra  Taylor  had  assembled  some  ten  or  twelve  guns. 
This  ravine  was  densely  wooded  and  extended  to  the  front  near  two  hundred  yards,  and  I  feared 
it  might  be  occupied  by  the  enemy,  who  from  behind  the  trees  could  di-ive  the  g'unners  from 
theu-  posts.  I  ordered  the  colonel  of  one  of  my  regiments  to  occupy  that  ravine  to  anticipate 
the  enemy,  but  he  did  not  ciuickly  catch  my  meaning  or  comprehend  the  tactics  by  which  he 
could  fulfill  my  purpose.  I  remember  well  that  Colonel  Thomas  W.  Sweeny,  a  one-armed  offi- 
cer who  had  lost  an  arm  in  the  Mexican  War  and  did  not  belong  to  my  command,  stood  near  by 
and  quickly  spoke  up  :  '  I  understand  perfectly  what  you  want ;  let  me  do  it.'  '  Certainly,' 
said  I,  '  Sweeny,  go  at  once  and  occupy  that  ravine,  converting  it  into  a  regular  bastion.'  He 
did  it,  and  I  attach  more  importance  to  that  event  than  to  any  of  the  hundred  achievements 
which  I  have  since  heard  '  saved  the  day,'  for  we  held  that  line  and  ravine  all  night,  and  the 
next  morning  advanced  from  them  to  certain  victory." 

And  yet  it  will  be  seen  that  this  new  line,  prepared  with  such  elaboration 
of  detail  and  introduced  with  such  richness  of  anecdotal  embellishment,  was 
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a  thorough  delusion ;  that  Birge's  sharp-shooters  were  not  there,  and  that 
Greneral  SheiTQan  was  in  a  different  place !  Setting  aside  historical  accu- 
racy, however,  the  advantage  of  the  revised  aiTangement  is  obvious.  It 
extended  General  Grant's  ten-itory  a  half-mile  to  the  south,  fully  as  much  to 
the  west,  taking  in  Tillman's  Hollow,  one-third  of  MeClernaud's  captured 
camp,  and  a  large  part  of  the  Confederate  army,  gi\'ing  a  battle  front  of  two 
miles  and  a  half  instead  of  one  mUe,  and  requiring  no  gi-eater  power  of  imagi- 
nation to  man  it  than  to  de\T.se  it.  In  presenting  his  map  to  the  Society, 
Sherman  said :  "  The  map  as  thus  modified  tells  the  stoiy  of  the  battle ! " 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  General  Sherman's  position  will  cany  unhesi- 
tating credence  to  his  naked  assertion  in  the  minds  of  a  considerable  number 
of  persons ;  while  the  more  cautious  but  still  unsearching  readers  will  say 
that  until  the  accuracy  of  the  official  map  is  disproved,  it  must  be  accepted 
as  the  standard  representation  of  the  battle.  It  is  proper,  therefore,  to  cite 
the  proof  which  rejects  both,  and  establishes  a  mateiially  different  version. 
The  investigation  may  be  confined,  for  the  present,  to  the  location  of  the 
Federal  line  of  battle  on  Sunday  evening.  The  other  eiTors  in  the  maps  wiU 
be  developed  incidentally  as  the  general  subject  progi-esses.  Moreover,  the 
inquiry  will  be  directed  specifically  to  the  Sherman  map,  as  that  includes 
the  faults  of  the  Thom  map  as  well  as  its  own  peculiar  errors. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  remark  upon  the  exclusion  of  Nelson's  leading  brigade 
from  the  west  bank  of  the  river  on  the  Sherman  map.  Its  presence  there  at 
the  time  in  question  is  as  notorious  as  the  battle  itself.  The  distance  from 
the  landing  to  Dill's  Branch  is  six  hundred  yards.  Sherman  places  his 
"  Detachments,"  /.  e.,  the  "  reserve  artillery,"  exactly  on  the  line  of  that 
branch,  whereas  they  were  five  hrmdi-ed  yards  north  of  it.  During  the 
engagement  the  Confederates  passed  the  ravine  and  reached  the  crest  of  the 
hill  on  the  north  side.  After  the  engagement  Nelson's  di^^ision  occupied  the 
ravine,  and  his  pickets  held  ground  beyond  it  during  the  night.  None  of 
Grant's  troops  were  ever  in  that  position. 

In  adducing  evidence  from  the  official  reports  to  determine  the  fm-ther 
position  of  the  Union  line,  the  extracts  wiU  be  somewhat  extended  when  the 
context  is  pertinent,  in  order  to  show  at  the  same  time  the  nimiber  and  con- 
dition of  the  troops  occupying  it.  The  reader  will  be  spared  the  impression 
of  some  irrelevancy  if  he  will  keep  these  additional  objects  in  mind. 

Of  the  position  of  General  Hurlbut's  di^■ision,  the  next  on  the  right  of  the 
"Detachments,"  that  officer  says  in  his  official  rejiort : 

"  On  reacliina:  the  '24-pounder  siege-guns  in  battery  near  the  river.  I  again  sueoeeded  iu 
forming  line  of  battle  in  rear  of  the  r/iois.''' 

That  broTiglit  his  division  on  the  line  of  tlie  right-hand  road  leading  back 
from  the  river,  btit  not  entirely  to  the  right  of  the  artillery  where  the  Thom 
map  places  it.     He  adds : 

"I  passed  to  the  right  and  found  nu/self  in  communication  icilh  General  Sherman,  and  iveeived 
his  instructions.  In  a  short  time  the  enemy  appi>ared  on  the  creM  of  the  ridtjr,  led  l\v  the  18th 
Louisiana,"  etc.  ..."  General  Sherman's  artilleri/  (i/.<c  was  rapidli/  enf/atied,  and  after  an 
artillery  contest  of  some  duration,  the  enemy  fell  back."    ..."  About  dark  the  firing 


SHILOH  REI^IEIVED.  513 

eeased.  I  advanced  my  division  one  liundred  yards  to  the  front,  threw  out  pickets,  and  officers 
and  men  bivouacked  in  a  heavy  storm  of  rain.  About  12  P.  M.  Genercd  Nehon^s  leading  columns 
passed  through  my  line  and  ivent  to  the  front,  and  I  called  in  my  advance-guard." 

The  next  division  in  the  regular  order  is  McClernand's,  though  the  reader 
will  not  have  failed  to  observe  the  presence  of  General  Sherman,  with  at  least  a 
portion  of  his  command,  in  communication  with  Hurlbut's  right.  General  Sher- 
man, it  will  be  remembered,  locates  this  division  (McClernand's)  on  the  west 
side  of  Tillman's  Creek.  We  trace  its  retrogression  step  by  step,  from  its 
permanent  camp,  across  Tillman's  Hollow,  at  the  close  of  the  day,  by  the  fol- 
lowing extracts  from  General  McClernand's  report : 

''Continuing  this  sanguinary  conflict  until  several  regiments  of  my  division  had  exhausted 
their  ammunition,  and  its  right  flank  had  been  borne  back,  and  it  was  in  danger  of  being  turned, 
the  remainder  of  my  command  .  .  .  also  fell  back  to  the  camp  of  the  First  Brigade.  Here 
the  portion  that  had  first  fallen  back  re-formed  parallel  with  the  camp,  and  fronting  the 
approach  of  the  enemy  from  the  west,  while  the  other  portion  formed  at  right  angles  with  it, 
still  fronting  the  approach  of  the  enemy  from  the  south.  ...  It  was  2  o'clock  when  my 
fifth  line  had  been  thus  formed.  .  .  .  Deten-ed  from  direct  advance,  he  (the  enemy)  moved 
a  considerable  force  by  the  right  flank,  with  the  evident  intention  of  turning  my  left.  To  defeat 
this  purpose,  /  ordered  my  command  to  fall  hack  in  the  direction  of  the  landing,  across  a  deep  holtoir, 
and  to  re-form  on  the  east  side  of  another  field,  in  the  skirts  of  a  wood.  This  was  my  sixth  line.  Here 
we  rested  a  half -hour,  continuing  to  supply  our  men  with  ammunition,  until  the  enemy's  cav- 
aky  were  seen  rapidly  crossing  the  field  to  the  charge.  Waiting  untU  they  approached  within 
some  thirty  paces  of  our  line,  I  ordered  a  fire,  which  was  delivered  with  gi-eat  coolness  and 
destructive  effect.  Fu'st  halting,  then  wavei-iug,  they  turned  and  fled  in  confusion,  leaving 
behind  a  number  of  riders  and  horses  dead  on  the  field.  The  29th  Illinois  Infantry,  inspired  by 
the  coui-ageous  example  of  their  commanding  officer,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ferrell,  bore  the  chief 
part  in  this  engagement.  ...  In  the  meantime,  under  cover  of  this  demonstration  strength- 
ened by  large  additions  fi'om  other  portions  of  the  field  yielded  by  our  forces,  the  enemy  con- 
tinued his  endeavors  to  turn  the  flanks  of  my  line,  and  to  cut  me  off  from  the  landing.  To 
prevent  this  I  ordered  my  left  wing  to  fall  back  a  short  distance  and  form  an  obtuse  angle  with 
the  center,  opposing  a  double  front  to  the  enemy's  approach.  Thus  disposed,  my  left  held  the 
enemy  in  check,  while  my  whole  line  slowly  fell  bade  to  my  seventh  position.  Here  I  re-formed  the 
worn  and  famished  remnant  of  my  division,  on  favorable  ground  along  a  north  and  south  road,  sup- 
ported on  my  right  by  fragments  of  General  Shermanh  division,  and  on  my  left  by  the  [14th  Illinois  and 
25th  Indiana^  under  command  of  Colonel  Veatch,  acting  brigadier-generaV 

The  identity  of  this  seventh  position  of  McClernand  is  determined  by 
the  following  extracts.  Colonel  Marsh,  commanding  McClernand's  Second 
Brigade,  says  : 

"At  this  time,  my  command  having  been  reduced  to  a  merely  nominal  one,  I  received  orders  to  fall 
a  short  distance  to  the  rear  and  foi-m  a  new  line,  detaining  all  stragglers,  portions  of  commands, 
and  commands  which  should  attempt  to  pass.  In  obedience  to  this,  though  with  some  difficulty 
as  regarded  portions  of  some  commands,  whose  officers  seemed  little  inclined  to  halt  short  of  the 
river,  ...  I  had  gathered  quite  a  force,  and  formed  a  line  near  the  camp  of  the  Second  Divis- 
ion, concealing  my  men  in  the  timber  facing  an  open  field.  I  here  requested  Colonel  Davis,  of  the  4:6th 
Illinois,  to  take  position  on  my  right.  He  promptly  and  cheerfully  responded.  .  .  .  In  a  short 
time  General  McClernand,  with  pcnrtions  of  the  First  and  Third  Brigades  of  ]iis  own  division,  and  tivo 
regiments  of  Ohio  troops,  came  up  and  formed  on  the  left  of  the  line  I  had  already  established." 

Colonel  Davis,  of  the  46th  Illinois,  says  : 

"  It  being  now  1  o'clock,  my  ammunition  exhausted,  the  men  tired  and  hungTV,  and  myself 
exhausted,  having  lost  my  horse   in   the  first  engagement,  and  compelled  to   go  on  foot  the 
VOL.  I.   33 
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THE    SIEGE-BATTEUT.    ABOVE    THE    LANT)IXG,  THAT  WAS  A    PAET  OF  THE  "LAST    LINE"  IS    THE    FIRST 
DAY'S    BATTLE.     FROM    A   PHOTOGRAPH  TAKEX   A    FEW    DATS  AFTER    THE    BATTLE. 

balance  of  tlie  time,  mid  tJudinij  mi/self  irilhin  one-half  mile  of  iii;/  regiuientfil  enctimpmeiit,  I  marched 
my  men  to  it  and  got  dinner  for  them.  Callinr/  my  men  into  line  immediately  after  dinner,  I  formed  them 
vpon  the  rirjht  of  the  briyade  commanded  by  Colonel  C.  C.  2Iarsh,  at  his  request,  in  front  and  to  the  left 
of  my  camp,  where  we  again  met  the  enemy  on  Sunday  evening."' 

Colonel  Engelmanu,  of  the  43d  Illinois,  whose  report  in  many  respects  is  a 
remarkably  clear  and  interesting  one,  says : 

"We  now  fell  back  by  degrees  [from  McClernand's  sixth  position],  and  a  new  line  being 
formed,  n-e  found  ourselves  posted  betu-een  the  46#/i  Illinois  and  the  13ffe  Missouri,  our  position  being 
midway  betn-een  the  encampments  of  the  iCyth  and  9th  Illinois.'''' 

Colonel  Wright,  13th  Missonri,  of  McArthur's  hrigatle,  Second  DiWsion,  but 
attached  during  the  l)attli'  to  Sherman's  di%dsion,  says: 

"  After  advancing  and  falling  back  several  times,  the  regiment  was  forced  to  retire,  with  all 
the  others  there,  to  the  road  which  crosses  the  Pnrdy  road  at  riyht  anylcs  near  General  McArthur's 
headquarters.      We  here  took  up  quarters  for  the  night,  bivouacling  without  Jircs  icithin  four  hundred 

yards  of  our  regimental  camp.'" 

Tlie  "  Purdy  road  "  here  mentioned  is  the  continuation  of  the  right-hand 
road  leading  from  the  landing.  The  camp  of  tlie  IHh  Illinois  was  in  the 
north-east  angle  of  the  intersection  of  that  road  with  the  Kiver  road,  and 
Greneral  McArthur's  lu»a(l(|uarters  were  in  tlie  south-west  angle  of  the  same 
intersection.  The  camj)  of  the  46th  Illinois  was  locatt^d  in  the  south-east 
angle  of  the  ii)t(^rs(M'tion  of  the  River  roail  and  a  middle  road  leading  west 
from  till'  lauding,  about  live  huudri^l  yards  from  McArthur's  headquartei'«. 
These  reports  ])laiidy  identify  (ieneral  ]\IcClernand's  seventh  ]iosition,  of 
which  (rcneral  Sherman  fornu>d  jiart,  with  th(>  Kiver  road  between  ^Ic Ar- 
thur's and  Hurlbut's  head(iuartt>rs.  It  is  a  full  half-mile  in  rear  of  the  posi- 
tion given  to  Sherman's  division  on  the  Thom  maj*,  and  of  tlie  position  which. 
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Greueral  Sherman  assigns  to  himself  on  liis  edition,  with  the  deep  hollow  of 
Tillman's  Creek  intervening. 

The  struggle  which  drove  General  McClernand  from  his  seventh  position 
is  described  by  that  officer  as  follows : 

"  The  enemy  renewed  the  contest  by  tiying  to  shell  us  from  oui'  position.  .  .  .  Advancing 
in  heavy  columns  led  by  the  Louisiana  Zouaves  to  break  our  center,  we  awaited  his  approach 
within  sure  range,  and  opened  a  terrific  fire  upon  him.  The  head  of  the  column  was  instantly 
mowed  down  ;  the  remamder  of  it  swayed  to  and  fro  for  a  few  seconds,  and  tiu'ned  and  fled. 
This  second  success  of  the  last  two  engagements  terminated  a  conflict  of  ten  and  a  half  hours' 
duration,  from  6  o'clock  A.  H.  to  4:30  o'clock  P.  M.,  and  probably  saved  our  army,  transports 
and  all,  from  capture.  Strange,  however,  at  the  very  moment  of  the  flight  of  the  enemy,  the 
right  of  our  ILue  gave  way,  and  immediately  after,  notwithstanding  the  indignant  and  heroic 
resistance  of  Colonel  Veatch,  the  left,  comprising  the  [lith  IllLiiois  and  25th  Indiana]  was  iiTe- 
sistibly  swept  back  b}'  the  tide  of  fugitive  soldiers  and  trains  seeking  vain  security  at  the  land- 
ing. .  .  .  Left  unsitpported  and  alone,  the  20th  and  lltli  Illinoiti,  toe/ether  with  other  portions  of 
my  dicision  not  home  back  by  the  retreating  mtdtitude,  retired  in  pood  order  under  the  immediate  com- 
mand of  Colonel  Marsh  and  Lieutenant- Colonel  Wood,  and  re-formed  under  my  direction,  the  right 
resting  ^lear  the  former  line,  and  the  left  at  an  acute  angle  with  it.  A  more  extended  line,  comprising 
portions  of  regiments,  brigades,  and  divisions,  was  soon  formed  on  this  nucleus  by  the  efforts  of  General 
Sherman,  myself,  and  other  officers.  Here,  in  the  eighth  position  occupied  by  my  division  during  the 
day,  we  rested  in  line  of  battle  upon  our  arms,  uncovered  and  exposed  to  a  drenching  rain  during  the  night." 

This  last  position  woixld  locate  McClernand,  excepting  his  First  Brigade, 
perhaps  three  hundred  yards  south  of,  and  obliquely  with  reference  to  the 
right-hand  road  leading  from  the  landing,  facing  a  little  to  the  west.  His 
First  Brigade  is  traced  to  within  half  a  mile  of  the  river,  where  it  was  rallied 
l)y  its  commander  "  in  front  of  the  camp-ground  of  the  14th  Iowa,"  on  the 
road  to  the  landing.  It  did  not  join  the  division  again  until  after  the  battle, 
but  acted  in  connection  with  my  troops.  Colonel  Veatch,  who  was  on 
McClernaud's  left  ^\dth  the  l-tth  Illinois  and  25th  Indiana  in  the  seventh 
position,  fell  back  and  took  "  position  on  the  road  leading  to  the  landing  near 
the  heavy  siege-guns,"  and  became  reunited  there  with  Hurlbut's  division,  to 
wliicli  he  belonged.  The  space  along  the  road  in  rear  of  McClernand  was 
filled  in  with  various  fragments  which  constituted  Sherman's  command, 
including  at  last  Buckland's  two  regiments.  General  Sherman  says  that 
Colonel  Sweeny  was  with  him.  No  doubt  some  of  Sweeny's  men  also  were 
there.  It  was  the  camp-ground  of  his  brigade — the  camp  of  his  own  regi- 
ment, the  52d  Illinois,  being  immediately  on  the  road.  Two  of  his  regiments 
were  captured  with  Prentiss,  and  the  remainder  had  l^een  driven  back  from 
W.  H.  L.  Wallace's  right  and  virtually  broken  up.  One  of  his  regiments, 
the  50tli  Illinois,  was  sent  in  the  morning  to  sui^jjort  Colonel  Stuart  on  the 
extreme  left,  and  shared  the  fate  of  the  sufferers  in  that  quarter.  The  space 
along  the  road  between  Sherman  and  Hurlbut  was  occupied  by  the  i-emnant 
of  Colonel  Tuttle's  brigade  and  a  portion  of  McClernand's  First  Brigade  which 
united  itself  to  Tuttle.  It  was  Tuttle's  camp-ground.  Two  of  his  regiments 
had  been  captured  with  Prentiss. 

From  the  reports  of  the  13th  Missouri  and  43d  Illinois  it  is  inferred  that 
those  two  regiments  did  not  move  from  their  position  on  the  Eiver  road  in 
the  last  falling  back.     But  that,  if  certain,  is  not  important.     They  were  at 


SI6  SHILOH  REI^IEIVED. 

any  rate  substantially  on  the  general  line  aljovo  inflicated.  The  same,  in  a 
careless  reading,  might  be  presimied  of  the  46th  Hhnois,  which  -was  imme- 
diately on  the  left  of  the  43d.  The  report  of  that  regiment  says :  "  The  regi- 
ments both  0)1  niji  rif/ht  and  left  fill  hack,  but  my  line  did  not  uaver  under  the 
fire  of  the  oienui^  But  it  e\'idently  fell  back  at  last,  for  the  report  continues: 
"  After  breakfast  on  Monday  morning,  still  retaining  my  position  on  the 
right  of  Colonel  Marsh's  brigade,  I  moved  with  him  until  /  rcfidtcd  and  ncut 
bci/oiid  the  ground  of  onr  last  rjit/at/rmfnt  of  Sioidai/,  where  our  pickets  were 
diiven  in,"  etc.  It  remains  now  to  determine  the  question  of  the  extreme 
right  of  the  general  line. 

General  Sherman  says,  and  his  statement  on  that  point  is  sustained  by  the 
reports,  that  Bu'ge's  sharp-shooters  were  immediately  on  his  right  and  con- 
stituted the  extreme  right  of  the  hne.  The  official  report  of  that  regiment 
shows  that  during  the  afternoon  it  occupied  a  " posifion  near  Colonel 
McArt]mr\s  headquarters^''  ht  an  open  field.  Its  camp  was  in  its  rear  along  the 
opposite  or  east  side  of  the  River  road.  This  would  fix  Genei'al  Sherman's 
I'ight  at  the  cross-roads  near  McAi'thui"'s  headquarters.  It  is  more  than  a 
mile  from  the  Snake  Creek  bridge.  Other  eWdeuce  confii-ms  these  positions. 
The  official  reports  of  Lew  Wallace's  division  show  that  he  marched  along 
the  Eiver  road  from  the  bridge,  and  formed  in  line  of  liattle,  facing  Tillman's 
Creek  in  front  of  the  camp  of  Birge's  shai"p-shooters  and  the  81st  Ohio,  the 
right  of  the  division  being  in  front  of  the  latter,  and  the  left  in  fi-out  of  the 
former ;  and  that  it  came  in  actual  contact  with  the  "  sharp-shooters,"  who 
occupied  their  camp  that  night  and  received  the  new-comers  with  cheers. 
This  is  clearly  and  more  circumstantially  explained  by  General  Force  in  his 
book  entitled  "  From  Fort  Henry  to  Corinth,"  page  Ki)).  He  was  present 
and  commanded  the  right  regiment  of  Lew  Wallace's  divisi(m  on  that  occa- 
sion. The  position  thus  assigned  to  Wallace  must  have  taken  his  lefr  weU 
up  to  the  cross-road  at  McArthur's  headquarters,  and  covered  the  entire  field 
toward  the  north ;  for  the  distance  from  the  cross-road  to  the  right  of  the 
camp  of  the  81st  Ohio  was  onlj'  half  a  mile. 

It  is  particularly  to  be  observed  that  in  no  report,  either  from  Sherman's 
division  or  from  Lew  Wallace's,  is  there  any  mention  of  actual  contact  or  of 
any  definite  proximity  of  these  two  divisions  on  the  evening  of  the  6th,  or 
earlier  than  10  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  7th.  The  inference  is,  that 
at  the  time  of  Wallace's  arrival  and  sultsecjuently,  no  part  of  Sherman's 
di\dsion  was  on  the  River  road,  or  an^nvhere  along  the  heights  of  Tillman's 
Creek  north  of  McArthur's  headcjuarters.  General  Sheruian.  in  his  report, 
says:  "General  Wallace  arrived  from  Crum]i's  Landing  shortly  after  dark 
and  formed  his  line  to  my  right  and  rrar."  That  relative  position  could  only 
exist  ])y  assuming  tliat  Slierman's  commanil  was  on  tlie  road  leading  to  the 
landing  east  of  McArthur's  headquarters,  and  nearly  at  riglit  angles  with 
Wallace, — a  supposition  wliich  is  strengthened  l>y  the  condition  indicated 
in  Sherman's  revised  map,  that  Birge's  sharp-shooters  were  on  his  right — 
not  entirely  in  his  front,  as  they  would  havi'  been  if  his  front  had  been  on 
the  River  road.     It  is  also  sustained  bv  General  Buckland's  statement  in  the 
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"Journal  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee"  for  1881,  p.  82. 
"About  dark,"  he  says,  "Greueral  Wallace's  division  commenced  arriving, 
and  formed  to  the  right  of  my  brigade."  Buckland  states  in  his  report  and 
in  the  "Journal"  that  he  lay  "on  the  road."  If  he  had  been  on  the  River 
road,  Wallace  would  have  come  in  contact  with  him,  and  when  he  formed  in 
line  would  have  been  entirely  in  his  front — not  in  rear  or  on  his  right.  Buck- 
land  seems  to  know  nothing  about  Birge's  sharp-shooters.  The  probable 
explanation  is  that  when  he  came  along  the  road  from  the  bridge  they  were 
on  the  west  side  of  the  road,  in  the  field  near  McArthur's  headquarters. 
After  Lew  Wallace  arrived  and  formed  in  front  of  them,  they  probably 
retu'ed  to  their  camp  on  the  east  side  of  the  road.  The  explanation  of  Buck- 
land's  position  is  that,  after  the  retreat  across  Tillman's  Creek  from  the  west 
side,  he  found  himself,  as  he  says,  near  Snake  Creek  bridge  "  late  in  the 
afternoon,  after  the  repulse  of  the  right  of  the  line,"  entirely  apart  from  the 
rest  of  the  army,  and  that  to  reestablish  his  connection  with  it  he  started  on 
the  road  to  the  landing,  where  one  of  his  regiments  actually  went  and 
remained  overnight ;  and  that  he  came  upon  the  outer  flank  of  the  new  line 
where  General  Sherman  soon  after  found  him,  east  of  McArthur's  headquar- 
ters, and  thus  placed  himself  where  he  is  described  by  Sherman  as  being, 
between  Birge's  sharp-shooters  and  the  rest  of  the  line. 

The  Confederate  reports  mention  a  considerable  appearance  of  force  in  a 
camp  opposite  then*  extreiiLe  left  in  the  afternoon,  evidently  referring  to 
McArthm-'s  camp.  The  student  of  the  rej^orts  will  not  be  misled  by  this 
appearance ;  it  was  the  force  that  clustered  with  Sherman  on  McCler- 
nand's  right  near  McArthur's  headquarters;  by  the  9th  Illinois,  81st  Ohio, 
and  Birge's  sharp-shooters,  all  belonging  to  McArthur's  brigade ;  and  by 
the  movement  of  Buckland's  regiments  from  the  bridge  as  already  explained. 
The  sharp-shooters  and  the  81st  Ohio  had  been  posted  at  the  bridge,  and 
returned  to  their  camps  probably  at  the  time  of  the  retreat  from  the  west 
side  of  Tillman's  Creek.  The  9tli  Illinois  had  dui'ing  the  morning  been 
engaged  on  the  extreme  left  under  its  brigade  commander.  It  had  lost 
250  men  out  of  550,  and  was  ordered  to  its  camp  "  to  replenish  cartridge- 
boxes,  clean  guns,  and  be  ready  for  action."  While  there  at  3  o'clock  it  was 
ordered  "  to  support  the  right  wing  of  General  Sherman's  division,"  as  the 
report  expresses  it,  and  in  the  subsequent  engagements  retired  to  within  half 
a  mile  of  the  landing.  Birge's  sharp-shooters  retained  their  position  at  or 
in  front  of  their  camp.  The  movements  of  the  81st  Ohio  are  not  very  clearly 
defined,  but  in  the  advance  next  morning  it  is  found  on  McClernand's  left. 
The  "10  or  12  guns"  mentioned  by  General  Sherman  in  his  map-presentation 
speech  as  being  near  a  ravine  on  his  left,  Sunday  afternoon,  were  Taylor's 
battery,  as  it  was  called,  though  commanded  by  Captain  Barrett,  and  Bou- 
ton's  battery.  The  former  had  retired  for  ammunition  from  McClernand's 
camp,  probably  to  near  McArthur's  headquarters,  but  afterward  e\ddently 
went  near  the  river,  where  it  received  "  1  lieutenant  and  24  men  with  3 
horses  "  from  Fitch's  battery.  Bouton's  battery  was  taken  into  action  in  the 
field  in  front  of  McClernand's  right  about  4  o'clock,  and  was  forced  to  retire. 
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its  support  helping  to  draw  off  its  guns.  Both  the  batteiy  and  the  support 
went  Ijac'k  toward  the  river,  for  in  the  advance  next  nioraing  the  support  is 
found  on  McClernand's  left,  and  the  battery  was  brought  into  sei-vice  with 
McCook  in  the  afternoon.  Shennan  had  no  artillery  with  him  on  ^londay 
until  about  10  o'clock.  Major  Taylor  then  brought  up  three  pieces  of  an  lUi- 
nf>is  Ijattery  under  Lieutenant  Wood,  not  belonging  to  Sherman's  command. 
The  final  retreat  from  McClernand's  seventh  position,  Sunday  evening, 
undoubtedly  carried  with  it  all  of  the  fragments  connected  with  Shennan 
near  McArthui-'s  headquarters,  along  the  road  toward  the  river,  where  I 
found  him  aljout  dark,  excepting  Birge's  sharp-shooters,  the  13th  ^lissomd, 
and  the  43d  Illinois.  The  latter  belonged  to  McClernand's  Third  Bngade, 
but  remained  wdth  the  13th  Missouri  Sunday  night.  After  crossing  Till- 
man's Creek  next  morning,  both  were  brought  into  line  on  McClernand's 
left,  and  did  not  form  with  Sherman,  though  the  13th  3Iissouri  subsequently 
joined  him. 

My  own  observation  as  to  the  position  and  extent  of  General  (irant's  line 
accords  substantially  with  the  evidence  of  the  reports.  In  the  dusk  of  the 
evening  after  the  close  of  the  engagement  on  Smiday,  I  walked  out  with  my 

chief-of-staff,  following  the  road  and  the  line  of 
the  troops.    My  object  was  to  gain  information 
by  which  to  deteraiine  the  formation  <if  my 
di^^isions,  and  I  not  only  observed  all  that  I 
eoidd  see  at  such  an  hour,  but  I  made  inquiry  as 
I  passed  along.     I  came  to  Hurllnifs  left  five 
hundred  yards  from  the  river ;  I  passed  along 
its  front  and  came  to  troops  that  answered  as 
McClernand's,  and  which  I  supposed  at  the  time 
to  constitute  his  division,  but  which  were  proba- 
bly his  First  Brigade 
only;    I    passed    to 
the   front    of    these 
troops,  and  when  I 
turned  in  toward  the 
road   again,  I   came 
upon  Sherman's  line, 
as  it  happened,  not 
far  from   where   he 
was,  and  I  was  con- 
ducted tohim.  Itwas 
then  growing  dark. 
I  judge  the  distance 
to  liave  been  about 
three-quarters   of  a 
mile  from  the  river 
—  less   than    half   a 
mUe  from  Uiu'lbut's 
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left,  and  I  think  now  that  it  was  near  the  camp  of  Colonel  Sweeny's  regiment, 
the  52d  Illinois,  that  I  found  Greneral  Sherman. 

The  impression  made  upon  my  mind  by  that  interview  has  remained  as 
vivid  as  the  cu'cumstances  were  peculiar.  I  had  no  thought  of  seeing  Gen- 
eral Sherman  when  I  set  out,  but  on  every  score  I  was  glad  to  meet  him,  and 
I  was  there  to  gain  information.  By  what  precise  words  I  sought  and  he 
gave  it,  I  would  not  pretend  at  this  day  to  repeat.  It  is  sufficient  for  the 
present  to  say  that  I  learned  the  natui-e  of  the  ground  in  front ;  that  his 
right  flank  was  some  three  hundred  yards 
from  us ;  and  that  the  bridge  by  which 
Lew  Wallace  was  to  cross  Snake  Ci'eek 
was  to  his  right  and  rear  at  an  angle,  as 
he  pointed,  of  about  forty  degrees.  I  do 
not  know  whether  I  asked  the  question, 
but  I  know  now  that  it  was  a  mile  and 
a  quarter  from  his  flank,  and  that  he 
did  not  cover  it  in  any  practical  sense, 
though  in  advancing  Wallace  would  ap- 
proach by  his  right  and  rear.  I  also  see 
now  that  I  was  mistaken  in  supposing 
that  these  several  conunands  retained  a 
regular  organization  and  had  distinct  lim- 
its ;  whereas  they  were  in  fact  much  in- 
termixed. 

Of  course  we  talked  of  other  incidental 
matters.  In  all  his  career  he  has,  I  ven- 
ture to  say,  never  appeared  to  better  ad- 
vantage.    There  was   the  frank,   brave 

soldier,  rather  subdued,  realizing  the  critical  situation  in  which  causes  of 
some  sort,  perchance  his  own  fault  chiefly,  had  placed  him,  but  ready, 
without  affectation  or  bravado,  to  do  anything  that  duty  required  of  him. 
He  asked  me  what  the  plans  were  for  the  morrow.  I  answered  that  I  was 
going  to  attack  the  enemy  at  daylight,  and  he  expressed  gratification  at  my 
reply,  though  apparently  not  because  of  any  unmixed  confidence  in  the 
result.  I  had  had  no  consultation  with  General  Grant,  and  knew  nothing  of 
his  purpose.  I  presumed  that  we  would  be  in  accord,  but  I  had  been  only  a 
few  hours  within  the  limits  of  his  authority,  and  I  did  not  look  upon  him  as 
my  commander,  though  I  would  zealously  have  obeyed  his  orders.  General 
Sherman  allowed  me  to  take  with  me  the  map  of  which  a  fac-simile  accompa- 
nies this  article  [page  496].  I  never  imagined  that  in  the  future  it  would 
have  the  interest  which  now  attaches  to  it,  and  after  the  battle  it  was  laid 
aside  and  forgotten. 

Within  two  years  after  that  meeting,  quite  contrary  opinions  developed 
themselves  between  General  Sherman  and  myself  concerning  the  battle  of 
Shiloh,  and  his  Memou's  give  a  different  account  of  the  interview  above 
described.     He  says  that  he  handed  the  map  to  my  engineer-officer.  Captain 
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Mickler,  who,  in  fact,  was  not  present,  and  complains  that  it  was  never 
retm-ned  to  him.  He  says  that  I  gi'umbled  about  the  stragglers,  and  that  he 
feared  I  would  not  bring  my  army  across  the  river.  One  would  suppose  that 
his  fears  would  have  been  allayed  by  the  fact  that,  at  that  very  moment,  my 
troops  were  arriving  and  covering  his  front  as  fast  as  legs  and  steamboats 
could  caiTy  them. 

In  the  execution  of  the  retreat  described  in  the  reports  of  Mc(_'lernand  and 
Sherman,  from  the  west  to  the  east  side  of  Tillman's  Creek,  there  was  a  quite 
thorough  disintegi-ation  of  di\^sions  and  lirigades,  lacking  nothing  but  the 
pressure  of  a  vigorous  jjursuit  to  convert  it  into  a  complete  rout.  In  its 
seventh  position,  McCleruand's  di\'ision  recovered  some  force  and  preserved 
a  recognized  organization  ;  but  not  so  with  Sherman's.  Indeed,  in  that  divi- 
sion the  disorganization  occmred,  as  has  already  been  stated,  at  an  earlier 
period.  In  Hildebrand's  brigade  it  was  almost  coincident  with  the  enemy's 
first  assault.  With  McDowell's  it  commenced  ^\"ith  the  unsuccessful  attempt 
to  form  line  of  battle  along  the  Purdy  road,  and  was  complete  veiy  soon 
after  1  o'clock ;  and  these  two  brigades  never  recovered  their  aggregation 
again  until  after  the  battle.  With  Buckland's  lirigade  also  it  occuiTed  at 
the  miscarriage  at  the  Purdy  road  about  10  o'clock,  Ijut  it  was  not  so  thor- 
ough as  in  the  other  brigades — at  least  it  was  afterward  partially  repaired 
during  the  first  day,  as  his  report  explains.  He  says,  after  the  retreat  fi-om 
his  camp  about  10  o'clock : 

"  We  formed  line  on  the  Purdy  road,  but  the  fleeing  mass  from  the  left  broke  throtigrh  our 
lines,  and  many  of  our  men  caught  the  infection  and  fled  with  the  crowd.  Colonel  Coekerill 
became  separated  from  Colonel  Sullivan  and  myself,  and  was  afterward  engaged  with  part  of 
his  command  at  MeClernand's  camp.  Colonel  Sullivan  and  myself  kept  together,  and  made 
every  effort  to  rally  our  men,  but  with  very  poor  success.  They  had  become  scattered  in  all 
directions.  We  were  borne  considerably  to  the  left,  but  finally  succeeded  in  forraiug  a  line, 
and  had  a  short  engagement  with  the  enemy,  who  made  liis  appearance  soon  after  our  line  wiis 
formed.  The  enemy  fell  back,  and  we  proceeded  to  the  road  where  you  [treneriil  Sherman] 
found  us.  At  this  point  I  was  joined  by  Colonel  Cockei-iD,  and  we  there  formed  line  of  battle 
and  slept  on  our  arms  Sunday  night.  Colonel  SuUivau,  being  out  of  ammunition,  marched  to 
the  landing  for  a  supply,  and  while  there  was  ordered  to  support  a  battery  at  that  point."' 

It  is  only  after  a  close  examination  of  the  records  that  we  can  understand 
the  full  significance  of  the  follo\ving  passage  in  General  Sherman's  report : 

"  lu  this  position  we  rested  for  the  night.  My  command  had  become  decidedly  of  a  mixed 
character.  Buckland's  brigade  was  the  only  one  with  me  that  retained  its  organization. 
Colonel  Hildebrand  was  personally  there,  but  his  brigade  was  not.  Colonel  McDowell  had 
been  severely  injured  by  a  fall  from  his  hoi-sc,  and  had  gone  to  the  river,  and  the  three  ivgi- 
ments  of  his  brigade  were  not  in  line.  The  13th  ^Missouri,  Colonel  Cnifts  J.  Wright,  had 
reported  to  me  on  the  field,  and  fought  well,  retaining  its  regimental  organization,  and  it  formed 
part  of  my  line  diu-ing  Sunday  night  and  all  of  Jlonday ;  other  fragments  of  i-egiments  and 
companies  had  also  fallen  into  my  division,  and  acted  with  it  during  the  remainder  of  the  battle." 

It  thus  appears  that  from  aboi;t  1  o'clock  until  the  time  when  General  Sher- 
man found  Colonel  Buckland  \\\t\\  two  regiments  on  the  road  from  the  bridge 
to  the  landing,  not  a  singli>  regiment  of  his  division  exee]>ting  CockeriU's,  and 
not  one  })rominenl  individual  rei)resentative  of  it  excepting  that  officer  and 
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Colonel  Hildebrand,  was  present  with  him.  The  only  body  of  troops  besides 
Coekerill's  regiment  having  any  recognized  organization  was  the  13th  Mis- 
souri, which  belonged  to  another  division.  All  the  rest  were  squads  or 
individual  stragglers.  In  all  the  official  reports,  not  a  regiment  or  part  of  a 
regiment  is  described  as  being  with  him  at  this  juncture  or  for  several  hours 
before.  Of  the  9  regiments  that  composed  the  3  brigades  under  his  imme- 
diate command  at  the  church,  only  5  rendered  reports,  and  3  of  these  were 
from  Buckland's  brigade.  The  division  did  not  exist  except  in  the  person  of 
its  commander.  Such  is  the  story  of  the  official  reports.  The  number  of 
men  present  could  not  have  been  large.  Less  than  1000,  including  Buck- 
land's  2  regiments  after  they  were  found,  would  have  told  the  number  that 
lay  on  their  arms  in  Sherman's  ranks  on  Sunday  night. 

This  explains  the  close  relation  of  McClernand  and  Sherman  during  the 
last  five  hours  of  Sunday,  and  the  identity  of  their  exiaerieuces.  Cleneral 
Sherman  has  nothing  to  report  of  his  own  command  distinctively.  Every- 
thing is  conjunctive  and  general  as  between  McClernand  and  himself.  "  We 
held  this  position,  General  McClernand  and  myself  acting  in  perfect  concert." 
"  General  McClernand  and  /,  on  consultation,  selected  a  new  line."  "  We  fell 
back  as  well  as  we  could."  "  The  enemy's  cavalry  charged  us,  and  was  hand- 
somely repulsed."  Greneral  McClernand's  account  of  this  incident  has  been 
quoted  on  a  preceding  page.  When  Colonel  Hildebrand  lost  his  brigade,  it  is 
not  with  Greneral  Sherman  that  he  is  identified,  but  with  McClernand,  on 
whose  staff  he  served  part  of  the  day.  Hildebrand  seems  to  have  been  active, 
but  not  under  the  direction  of  his  division  commander.  "About  3  o'clock," 
he  says,  "I  assumed  command  of  a  regiment  already  formed  of  fragmentary 
regiments.  I  marched  in  a  nortji- western  direction,  where  I  aided  a  regiment 
of  sharp-shooters  in  defeating  the  enemy  in  an  attempt  to  flank  our  rear." 
This  movement  was  evidently  made  from  McClernand's  and  Sherman's  seventh 
position,  and  the  troops  assisted  were  Birge's  sharia-shooters.  General  Sher- 
man makes  no  mention  of  this  significant  if  not  imijortant  occurrence.  His 
right  flank  was  threatened,  and  the  regiment  of  sharp-shooters  posted  in  the 
field  near  McArthur's  headquarters  met,  and,  in  conjunction  with  Hildebrand's 
temporary  regiment,  repelled  the  danger. 

We  have  in  the  official  reports  a  good  clew  to  the  condition  of  McClernand's 
division  also.  It  was  in  a  far  better  state.  It  was  shattered  and  worn,  but 
it  was  represented  by  at  least  some  recognized  following  of  regiments  and 
brigades.  One  of  the  brigades  had  five  hundred  men,  and  another,  the  com- 
mander reports,  was  "merely  nominal,"  not  long  before  McClernand  took  up 
his  seventh  position.  In  the  last  collision,  one  of  the  brigades  became 
entirely  separated  from  the  division,  and  did  not  return  to  it  until  after  the 
battle.  Fifteen  hundred,  exclusive  of  that  brigade,  would  cover  the  number 
of  men  that  rested  that  night  under  McClernand's  colors. 

Hurlbut's  division  was  in  a  somewhat  better  condition  than  either  of  the 
others.  Its  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  was  greater  than  McClernand's,  but 
it  had  not,  like  the  latter,  been  affected  in  its  organization  by  oft-repeated 
shocks  sustained  in  a  cramped  and  embarrassing  position,  and  his  command 
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had  received  some  accessions  from  the  (U-iftiugs  of  other  divisious.  The  esti- 
mate which  he  makes  of  his  force  is  -wholly  faUacious.  It  could  not  have 
stood  on  the  space  which  he  occupied.  There  may  have  been  two  thousand 
men  in  his  line  on  the  night  of  the  6th.  These  three  di\'isions,  if  they 
may  be  so  culled,  and  Tuttle's  command,  with  Birge's  shai-p-shooters  on  the 
extreme  right,  and  the  reserve  artillery  on  the  left,  which,  according  to  Gen- 
eral rirant's  report,  consisted  of  "four  20-pounder  Parrott  guns  andabatteiy 
of  rifled  guns,"  constituted  the  line  of  battle,  which  extended  a  mile  from  the 
river.  Five  tliousand  nvn  occupied  it.  Other  partially  organized  fragments 
were  croAvded  together  a1)Out  the  river  and  the  camjjs  on  the  plateau,  and 
with  proper  effort  could  have  been  fitted  for  good  serWce;  but  no  steps  to 
that  end  were  taken.  The  defect  in  the  command  that  opened  the  way  for 
the  disaster,  facilitated  its  progress  at  every  step — the  want  of  a  strong  execu- 
tive hand  guided  by  a  clear  organizing  head.  Some  of  these  fragmentaiy  com- 
mands sought  places  for  themselves  in  the  advance  next  day.  The  remnant 
of  the  Second  Division  under  Colonel  Tuttle  was  one  of  these.  Indeed,  it 
deserves  a  higher  name.  It  presented  itself  to  me  on  the  field  without  orders, 
and  rendered  efficient  service  with  my  diAdsions.  There  may  have  been 
1500  or  2000  men  of  these  unrecognized  commands  that  went  to  the  front 
on  Monday  without  instructions.  Seven  thousand  men  at  the  utmost,  besides 
Lew  Wallace's  .jOOO,  were  ready  Sunday  night  to  take  part  in  the  straggle 
whii^h  was  to  be  renewed  in  the  morning.  Of  the  original  force,  7000  were 
killed  or  wounded,  3000  were  prisoners,  at  least  15,000  were  absent  from  the 
ranks  and  hopelessly  disorganized,  and  about  30  pieces  of  artillery  were  in  the 
hands  of  the  enemy. 

The  physical  condition  of  the  army  was  an  exact  type  of  its  moral  con- 
dition. The  ties  of  discipline,  not  yet  of  long  enough  duration  or  rigidly 
enough  enforced  to  be  very  strong,  were  in  much  the  largest  part  of  the  army 
thoroughly  severed.  An  unVn-oken  tide  of  disaster  had  obliterated  the  dis- 
tance between  grades,  and  brought  all  men  to  the  standard  of  personal 
qualities.  The  feeble  groups  that  still  clung  together  were  held  by  force  of 
individual  character  more  than  by  discipline,  and  a  disbelief  iu  the  ability  of 
the  army  unaided  to  extricate  itself  from  the  peril  that  euAironed  it,  was,  I 
do  not  hesitate  to  affirm,  universal.  In  my  opinion,  that  feeling  was  shared 
by  the  commander  himself.  A  week  after  the  liattle  the  army  had  not  recov- 
ered from  its  shattered  and  prostrated  condition.  On  the  14tli,  three  days 
after  Halleck's  arrival,  he  instructed  Grant:  "Divisions  and  brigades  should, 
where  necessary,  be  reorganized  and  put  in  jiosition,  and  all  stragglei-s  re- 
turned to  their  companies  and  regiments.  Your  army  is  not  now  iu  condition 
to  resist  an  attack."  We  are  told  that  tlie  enemy  luid  stragglers  too.  Yes, 
every  cause  which  demands  effort  and  sacrifice  will  have  them ;  but  there  is 
a  difference  between  the  straggling  wliich  is  not  restrained  by  the  smUe  of 
fortune,  and  that  whicli  tries  to  elude  the  jmrsuit  of  fate  —  it  is  the  diffei-ence 
between  victory  and  defeat.  Tlie  Confederates  iu  tlicir  utMcial  rcjuu-ts  make  no 
concealment  of  their  skeletons,  but  when  tlie  tinu^  for  ac-tion  arrived  they  were 
vital  bodies,  anil,  on  Sunday,  always  in  sufficient  force  to  do  the  work  at  last. 
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General  McClernand,  it  will  liave  been  observed,  ascviises  the  breaking  up 
of  his  seventh  position  to  a  panic  among  the  troops,  but  the  other  reports 
show  a  different  reason.     Colonel  Veateli  on  McClernand's  left  says : 

"  Our  men  were  much  eneoui-aged  by  the  strength  of  our  position,  and  our  fii-e  was  telling  with 
terrible  effect.  Our  forces  were  eager  to  advance  and  charg'e  him  [the  enemy],  when  we  were 
surprised  by  his  driving  back  the  whole  left  wing  of  our  army,  and  advancing  close  to  our  rear 
near  General  Hurlbut's  headquarters.  A  dense  mass  of  baggage  wagons  and  artiUery  crowded 
upon  oui-  ranks,  while  we  were  exposed  to  a  heavy  fire  of  the  enemy  both  in  front  and  rear." 

General  Hurlbut  thus  describes  the  crisis  at  that  stage  of  the  battle : 

"  I  had  hoped  to  make  a  stand  on  the  line  of  my  camp,  but  masses  of  the  enemy  were  press- 
ing rapidly  on  each  flank,  whUe  their  Ught  artillery  was  closing  rapidly  in  the  rear.  On  reach- 
ing the  24-pounder  siege-guns  iu  battery  near  the  river,  I  again  succeeded  in  forming  line  of 
battle  in  rear  of  the  guns." 

We  see  here  that  there  was  a  stern  cause  for  the  falling  back.  It  was  the 
tide  of  defeat  and  pursuit  from  the  left  wing  of  the  army,  and  was  compul- 
sory in  the  strictest  sense.  How  fortunate  that  it  did  not  set  in  an  hour 
earlier,  and  strike  in  flank  the  disorganized  material  of  the  right  wing  as  it 
struggled  across  the  ravines  of  Tillman's  Creek !  How  more  than  fortunate 
that  the  onward  current  of  the  \T.ctor  was  obstructed  still  an  hour  longer  by 
the  unyielding  tenacity  of  the  remaining  regiments  of  Wallace  and  Prentiss ! 
From  the  self-assuring  interview  in  which,  according  to  one  of  General 
Sherman's  reminiscences,  it  was  "  agreed  that  the  enemy  had  expended  the 
furor  of  his  attack "  at  4  o'clock,  and  General  Grant  told  the  "  anecdote  of 
his  Donelson  battle,"  that  officer  was  aroused  l)y  the  renewal  of  the  din  of 
the  strife,  and  made  his  way  to  the  river  through  the  disorganized  throng 
of  his  retreating  army.  Wliile  those  mutual  felicitations  were  in  progress, 
the  enemy,  a  mile  to  the  left,  was  disarming  and  marching  six  captured 
regiments  to  the  rear.  Thus  disembarrassed,  his  furor  revived,  and  mani- 
fested itself  at  last  at  the  very  landing.  What  worse  state  of  affairs  than 
this  coidd  have  existed  when  at  noon  General  Grant  wrote :  "  K  you  will  get 
upon  the  field,  leaving  all  your  baggage  on  the  east  bank  of  the  river,  it  will 
be  a  move  to  our  advantage,  and  possibly  save  the  day  to  us"? 

Under  the  circumstances  here  described,  General  Grant  and  General  Sher- 
man have  said  that  reenforcements  other  than  Lew  Wallace's  division  were 
in  nowise  necessary  at  the  close  of  tlie  first  day,  and  that,  without  reference 
to  them,  General  Grant  would  have  assumed  the  offensive  and  defeated  the 
Confederate  army  next  morning.  Those  who  study  the  subject  attentively 
will  find  no  ground  to  accept  that  declaration  as  regards  either  the  pm-pose 
or  the  result.  The  former  indeed  presents  an  intangible  question  which  it 
would  seem  to  be  useless  to  discuss.  At  the  time  it  is  alleged  to  have  been 
entertained,  the  reenforcements  were  actually  at  hand,  and  their  presence 
gives  to  the  announcement  the  semblance  of  a  vain  boast,  which  could  never 
have  been  put  to  the  test  of  reality.  That  with  the  reenforcements  from  my 
army,  General  Grant  confidently  expected  that  the  enemy  would  be  defeated 
the  following  day,  it  is  impossible  to  doubt ;  but  it  was  not  known,  Sunday 
night,  that  the  enemy  had  withdrawn  from  our  immediate  front,  and  the  evi- 
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denee  establishes  that  Genei'al  Grant  had  not  determined  upon  or  had  not 
promulgated  a  plan  of  action  in  the  morning.  Not  an  order  was  given  or  a 
note  of  preparation  sounrled  for  the  struggle  which,  with  or  without  his 
assistancH,  was  to  Vjegin  at  daybreak.  To  my  certain  knowledge,  if  words 
and  actions  were  not  wholly  misleading,  General  Sherman,  when  I  saw  him 
on  the  night  of  the  6tli,  did  not  consider  that  any  iustnietions  had  been  given 
for  battle,  and  if  he  had  such  instructions  he  did  not  oVtey  them.  His  refX)rt 
sustains  the  imjiression  which  I  derived  from  our  intei'A'iew.  "At  dayUght 
on  Monday,"  he  says,  "  I  received  General  Grant's  orders  to  advance  and 
recaptiu-e  our  original  camps."  Then  only  it  was  that  he  dispatched  several 
members  of  his  staff  to  bring  up  all  the  men  they  could  find.  Is  that  the 
way  in  which  General  Shenuan  would  have  acquitted  himself  of  the  oljliga- 
tion  of  orders  received  the  day  before  to  engage  in  battle  ?  I  answer  unhesi- 
tatingly, No !  The  rejioits  of  the  other  division  commanders  are  to  the  same 
effect.  General  McCleruand  says :  "  Your  [General  Grant's]  order  of  the 
morning  of  the  7th  for  a  forward  movement,"  etc.  The  hour  of  the  deUven,' 
of  this  order  is  indicated  approximately  by  the  following  passage  in  the 
report  of  Colonel  Mai'sh : 

'■  At  dayliglit  on  ^Monday  morning:  the  men  in  line  were  supplied  with  some  provisions. 
While  this  was  beinij  done  firing  opened  on  our  right,  aftei-wards  ascertained  to  come  from  a 
portion  of  (teneral  Lew  Wallace's  command.  Dii-ectly  afterwards,  firing  commenced  to  our 
left  and  front,  both  artillery  and  musketry,  supposed  by  me  to  be  a  portion  of  General  BneU's 
command,  who,  I  had  been  informed  during  the  night,  had  taken  position  on  our  left  and  con- 
sideraljly  in  advance.  I  now  received  orders  from  General  McClemaud  to  tlirow  out  skimiish- 
ers  and  follow  with  my  whole  command."' 

We  must  presume  that  General  MeGlernaud  proceeded  to  the  execution  of 
General  Grant's  order  as  soon  as  it  was  received,  which  must  then  have  lieen 
after  the  connuencement  of  the  battle  in  front  of  Nelson. 

(xeneral  Hurlliut  says :  "  On  Monday,  aliout  8  a.  m.,  my  division  was 
formed  in  line  close  to  the  river-bank,  and  I  obtained  a  few  craokers  for  my 
men.  About  9  A.  M.  I  was  ordered  by  General  Grant  to  move  up  to  the  sup- 
port of  General  McClernand."  Colonel  Tuttle,  commanding  the  Second  Di\-i- 
sion,  acted  without  any  orders.  He  says :  "  On  Monday  morning  I  collected 
all  of  the  di\dsion  that  covtld  be  found,  and  such  other  detached  regiments  as 
volunteered  to  join  me,  and  formed  them  in  column  by  liattalion  closed  in 
mass  as  a  I'eserve  for  General  Buell."  The  action  tif  General  Lew  "Wallace 
was  not  the  result  of  orders,  but  proceeded  from  his  mvn  motion  on  discover- 
ing the  enemy  in  his  front  at  daylight  across  Tillman's  Hollow,  "^liile  that 
action  was  in  progress.  General  Grant  came  up  and  gave  "Wallace  "the  direc- 
tion of  his  attack."  Nelson  had  been  in  motion  an  liour.  and  was  sharjily 
engaged  before  these  orders  were  given. 

General  Grant's  official  reports  of  the  liatllc  arc  in  ai-coi-d  with  tlie  subor- 
dinate reports  upon  this  question.  In  liis  first  tclrgraiiliic  annoinicement  of 
the  battle  to  General  Halleck,  lie  says : 

"  Yi>sterday  the  rebels  attacked  us  here  with  au  overwhelming  force,  driving  our  tn>ops  in 
from  their  advanced  position  to  near  the  landing.  General  Wallace  was  iiuinediately  oniennl  up 
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from  CiTunp's  Landing,  and  in  the  evening,  one  division  of  General  BueU's  army  and  General 
Buell  in  person  arrived.  Duiing  the  night  one  other  division  arrived,  and  stiU  another  to-day. 
This  morning,  at  the  breal'  of  day,  I  ordered  an  attack,  which  resulted  in  a  fight,  which  continued 
until  late  this  afternoon,  with  severe  loss  on  both  sides,  but  a  complete  repulse  of  the  enemy. 
I  shall  follow  to-morrow  far  enough  to  see  that  no  immediate  renewal  of  an  attack  is  contemplated.'''' 

In  Ms  more  detailed  report  of  April  9th  lie  says: 

"  DuiTJig  the  night  [Sunday]  all  was  quiet,  and  feeling  that  a  great  moral  adcantage  ivoiild  be 
gained  hy  becoming  the  attacking  party,  an  advance  was  ordered  as  soon  as  day  dawned.  The  result 
was  a  gradual  repulse  of  the  enemy  at  all  parts  of  the  line  from  morning  until  probably  5 
o'clock  in  the  aftemoou,  when  it  became  evident  that  the  enemy  was  retreating.  Before  the 
close  of  the  action  the  advance  of  General  T.  J.  Wood's  division  arrived  in  time  to  take  part  in 
the  action.  My  force  wa^  too  much  fatigued,  from  two  days''  hard  fighting  and  e^rposure  in  the  open 
air  to  a  drenching  rain  during  the  intervening  night,  to  pursue  immediately.  Night  closed  in  cloudy 
and  \vith  heavy  rain,  making  the  roads  impracticable  for  artillery  by  the  next  morning.  Gen- 
eral Sherman,  however,  followed  the  enemy,  finding  that  the  main  part  of  tJie  army  had  retreated 
in  good  cn'der.^' 

Several  points  worthy  of  note  present  themselves  in  these  dispatches  of 
General  Grant.  There  is  still,  at  the  close  of  the  second  day,  the  impression 
of  the  enemy's  overwhelming  force,  which  the  day  before  he  "estimated  at 
over  one  hundred  thousand  men."  He  felt  on  Monday,  after  the  arrival  of 
reenforcements  to  the  number  of  25,000  fresh  troops,  that  "  a  great  moral 
advantage  would  be  gained  by  becoming  the  attacking  party."  There  was, 
then,  a  question  in  his  mind,  namely,  to  attack,  or  to  await  attack ;  it  was 
necessary  to  consider  aU  the  advantages,  moral  and  physical ;  he  concluded 
to  seeui-e  the  former  at  least,  and  accordingly  gave  the  order,  not  on  Sunday, 
but  on  Monday  "  at  break  of  day,"  to  attack.  The  severity  of  the  contest  on 
Monday  is  affirmed  in  both  dispatches ;  it  was  of  such  a  natui'e  as  to  prevent 
an  immediate  pursuit,  which  at  any  rate  he  woidd  only  make  the  next  morn- 
ing after  the  battle,  far  enough  to  see  that  no  immediate  renewal  of  the  attack 
was  contemplated.  The  piu'suit  was  made  on  that  plan,  and  found  "  that  the 
main  part  of  the  army  had  retreated  in  good  order."  If  the  fact  were  not 
duly  authenticated,  one  would  wonder  whether  these  dispatches  were  actually 
written  by  an  officer  who,  twenty-three  years  afterward,  said  with  boastful 
assurance  over  his  own  signature,  "  Victory  was  assui-ed  when  Wallace  arrived 
with  his  division  of  5000  etfective  veterans,  even  if  there  had  been  no  other 
support ! " 

With  this  tedious  but  necessary  review  of  the  restdts  of  the  first  day,  I  take 
up  the  stoiy  of  the  second. 

The  engagement  was  brought  on,  Monday  morning,  not  by  General  Grant's 
order,  but  by  the  advance  of  Nelson's  di^dsiou,  along  the  River  road  in  line 
of  battle,  at  the  first  dawn  of  day,  followed  by  Crittenden's  division  in  column. 
The  enemy  was  encountered  at  5: 20  o'clock,  and  a  little  in  advance  of  Hurlbut's 
cami3  Nelson  was  halted  while  Crittenden  came  into  line  on  his  right.  By  this 
time  the  head  of  McCook's  division  came  up  and  was  formed  on  the  right  of 
Crittenden.  Before  McCook's  rear  brigade  was  up  the  line  moved  forward, 
pushing  back  the  enemy's  light  troops,  until  Nelson  and  Crittenden  reached 
the  very  position  occupied  by  Hurlbut,  Prentiss,  and  W.  H.  L.  Wallace  at  4 
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o'clock  the  pre^-ious  day,  where  the 
enemy  was  foun<l  in  force.  McCook 
was  on  the  north  side  of  the  western 
Corinth  i-oad,  and  eventually  swept 
across  half  of  McClernand's  camp 
and  released  his  headquarters  fi'om 
the  grasp  of  the  enemy.  The  "  Hor- 
nets' Xest"  was  in  front  of  Cntten- 
den's  left  Lrigade,  and  "  the  peach 
orchard"  and  the  gi-ound  where  Al- 
bert Sidney  Johnston  fell  were  in 
fi'ont  of  Xelson. 

"Without  folloA%-ing  the  vicissitudes 
of  the  struggle  in  this  part  of  the 
field,  I  enter  with  a  little  more  de- 
tail, but  still  ciu'soiily,  upon  the 
operations  of  Grant's  ti-oops,  which 
have  not  been  connectedly  explained 
in  any  official  report.  The  action 
here  was  commenced  by  Lew  Wal- 
lace, one  of  whose  batteries  at  half- 
past  5  o'clock  opened  fire  on  the 
enemy,  who  was  discovered  on  the 
high  ground  across  Tillman's  Hollow.  There  is  some  diversity  of  state- 
ment among  the  official  rejiorts  as  to  the  priority  of  artillery  firing  in  front 
of  Nelson  and  Wallace.  Colouel  Hovey,  who  was  in  immediate  sujiport  of 
Wallace's  battery,  gives  the  priority  to  Xelson,  while  Colonel  Marsh,  who  was 
hah:  a  mile  farther  to  the  left,  gives  it  to  Wallace.  But  this  is  unimportant. 
Nelson  was  in  motion  three-quarters  of  an  hom-  before  that  time,  and  had 
been  engaged  with  the  enemy's  light  troops.  The  fii-st  artillery  fli'e  was  from 
the  enemy.  Nelson  at  first  haAdng  no  artillery.  Wallace's  action  was  not  yet 
aggressive,  no  orders  having  been  given  for  liis  advance ;  but  wliUe  the  filing 
was  in  progress  General  Grant  came  up,  and  gave  him  his  "direction  of 
attack,  which  was  formed  at  a  right  angle  with  the  nver,  vnXh.  which  at  the 
time  his  line  ran  almost  parallel."  The  enemy's  battery  and  its  supports 
having  been  driven  from  the  ojiposite  height  by  the  artillery  of  Wallace,  the 
latter  moved  his  line  forward  aliout  7  o'clock,  crossed  the  hollow,  and  gained 
the  crest  of  the  hill  almost  without  opposition.  "  Here,"  he  says,  "  as  General 
Sherman's  division,  next  on  my  left,  had  not  made  its  ajipearauce  to  support 
my  advance,  a  halt  was  ordered  for  it  to  come  up."  Wallace  was  now  on  the 
edge  of  the  large  oblong  fi(>ld  which  was  in  front  of  the  encam]iment  of 
McClernand's  right  brigade. 

The  next  of  Grant's  conunamls  to  advance  was  McClernand's.  The  ordei-s 
to  that  etfect  have  already  been  cited,  and  their  execution  is  explained  by 
Colonel  ]\Iarsh,  into  whose  biigade  what  was  iireseut  of  ]\IcClernand"s  division 
seems  to  liavi-  merged.     He  savs  : 
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"  Moving  steadily  forward  for  half  a  mile,  I  discovered  a  movement  of  troops  on  the  hiU 
nearly  a  quarter  of  a  mUe  in  fi'ont.  Dispatching  scouts  to  ascertain  who  they  were,  they  were 
met  by  a  message  from  Colonel  Smith,  commanding  a  [the  left]  brigade  of  the  Third  Division 
[Wallace's],  informing  me  that  he  would  take  position  on  the  right  and  wait  my  coming  up." 

Sherman,  it  thus  appears,  was  uot  yet  m  motion.     Hurlbnt  moved  out  about 

9  o'clock,  and  formed  one  brigade  on  McClernaud's  left. 

Wlien  Lew  Wallace  advanced  across  Tillman's  Hollow,  followed  next  on 
the  left  by  McClernand,  the  force  opposed  to  him  fell  gradually  back  upon 
reenforeements  beyond  the  field  on  the  edge  of  which  was  the  encampment 
of  McClernaud's  First  Brigade ;  the  enemy's  left  then  clinging  a  little  to  the 
bluffs  of  Owl  Creek  in  that  quarter,  but  j-ielding  without  a  very  stubborn 
resistance,  chiefly  because  of  IMcCook's  Adgorous  pressure  along  the  western 
Corinth  road,  until  it  fell  into  a  general  line  running  through  the  center  of 
Mc  demand's  camp,  and 
nearly  parallel  with  the 
Hamburg  and  Purdy 
road.  This  swinging 
back  of  the  enemy's  left, 
and  the  du-ection  of  the 
Owl  Creek  bluffs,  natu- 
rally caused  a  change  in 
the  direction  of  Wal- 
lace's front,  until  about 

10  o'clock  it  faced  south, 
at  right  angles  to  its 
direction  in  the  begin- 
ning. A  sharp  artillery 
contest  and  some  infan- 
try fighting  had  been 
going  on  all  the  time. 
It  was  at  10  o'clock,  ac- 
cording to  Sherman's 
report,  that  McClernand 
formed  line  obliquely  in 
rear  of  the  camp  of  his 
Fii'st  Brigade,  to  ad- 
vance against  the  ene- 
my's position.  Here  for 
the  first  time  Sherman's 
division  appears  in  the 
movement,  from  which 
its  absence  at  an  earlier 
period  is  mentioned  by  both  McClernand  and  Wallace.  The  statement  in 
General  Sherman's  report,  in  regard  to  its  movements,  is  as  follows  : 

"At  daylight  I  received  General  Grant's  orders  to  advance  and  recapture  our  original 
camps.     I  dispatched  several  members  of  my  staff  to  bring  up  all  the  men  they  could  find, 
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CAPTURE  OF  A  CONFEDERATE  EATTEET. 

Colonel  Robert  H.  Sturgess  (Sth  Illinois  lulantrj-)  says  iu  his  official  re- 
port that  while  awaiting  orders  on  the  Purdy  road,  during  the  morning  of 
the  .second  day's  fight,  "General  Crittenden  ordered  the  Eighth  and 
Eightccntli  I  Illinois)  to  take  a  rebel  battery  which  some  regiment  had  en- 
deavored lo  luiifini',  but  had  been  driven  back  with  heavy  loss.  The  men 
reeeiAcd  tlic  nnliT  with  a  cheer,  and  charged  on  a  double-quick.  The 
enemy,  after  firing  a  tew  shots,  abandoned  his  guns  and  retreated  to  the 
woods.  My  ciilnr-bcari-r  rnslicd  up  and  planted  his  colors  on  one  of  the 
gun.s,  and  the  color-bearer  of  the  Eighteenth  took  possession  of  another." 
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and  especially  the  Ijrigade  of  Colonel  Stuart,  which  liad  been  separated  from  the  division  all 
the  day  before ;  and  at  the  appointed  time  the  division,  or,  rather,  what  remained  of  it.  with 
(he  13th  Missouri  and  other  frajnuents,  marched  forward  and  reoecupied  the  ground  on  the 
extreme  light  of  General  McClernand's  camp,  where  we  attracted  the  fire  of  a  battery  located 
near  Colonel  McDowell's  former  headquarters.  Here  I  remained  patiently  wairing  for  the 
sound  of  General  Buell's  advance  ujjon  the  main  Corinth  road.  About  10  a.  m.  the  heavy 
firing  in  that  direction  and  its  steady  approach  satisfied  me,  and  General  Wallace  being  on 
our  right  flank  with  his  weU-conducted  division,  I  led  the  head  of  my  column  to  General 
McClernand's  right,  fonned  line  of  battle,  facing  south,  with  Buckland's  brigade  directly 
across  the  ridge,  and  Stuart's  brigade  on  its  right  in  the  woods,  and  thus  advanced  sluwly 
and  steadily  under  a  heavy  fire  of  musketry  and  artillery." 

The  contest  thus  inaugurated  in  and  around  McClernaud'^;  i-amp  involved 
the  whole  of  Grant's  available  force  and  McCook's  di^^sion  of  the  Army  of 
the  Ohio,  and  continued  with  great  ^'iolence  from  10  until  4  o'clock.  The 
significant  facts  connected  with  it  are,  the  narrowness  of  the  space  covered 
by  the  interior  divisions, — McClernand's,  Hiu'lVmt's,  and  Sherman's. — the 
lapping  over  them  by  McCook,  so  as  to  form,  in  fact,  a  connection  with  the 
division  of  Wallace  on  the  extreme  right,  and  the  decisive  part  ascribed  to 
McCook's  division  in  that  part  of  the  field  in  the  reports  of  McCleruaud. 
Wallace,  and  Sherman.     General  McCleruaud  says : 

"  Here  one  of  the  severest  conflicts  ensued  that  occurred  duiing  the  two  days.  TVe  drove  the 
enemy  back  ...  to  the  edge  of  a  field  .  .  .  where  resei-ves  came  to  his  support.  Our 
position  at  this  moment  was  most  critical,  and  a  repulse  seemed  inevitable :  but  fortunately  the 
Louisville  Legion,  forming  part  of  General  Rousseau's  brigade,  came  up  at  my  request  and 
succored  me.  Extending  and  strengthening  my  line,  this  gallant  body  poured  into  the  enemy's 
ranks  one  of  the  most  tenible  fires  I  ever  witnessed.  Thus  lireaking  its  [his]  center,  it  [he] 
fell  back  in  disorder,  and  thenceforth  he  was  beaten  at  all  points." 

Wallace  mentions  particularly  an  important  ser^^ce  rendered  to  the  left 
of  his  di\'ision  at  a  crisis  in  its  operations,  by  one  of  McCook's  regiments. 

Colonel  McCxinnis,  of  the  11th  Indiana,  whose  regiment  was  on  Wallace's 
extreme  left,  describes  this  incident  as  follows : 

"At  2:30  o'clock  I  discovered  that  the  Federal  forces  on  oiu-  left  were  falling  back  and  the 
rebels  advancing,  and  that  they  were  nearly  in  rear  of  our  left  flank.  1  immediately  notified 
you  [the  brigade  commander]  of  then-  position,  changed  front  with  our  left  wing,  opened  our 
fire  upon  them,  and  sent  to  you  for  assistance.  During  this  the  most  tiying  moment  to  us  of 
the  day,  I  received  your  order  to  fall  back  if  it  got  too  hot  for  us.  .  .  .  Fortunately  and 
much  to  our  reUef,  at  this  critical  moment  the  32d  Indiana,  Colonel  Willich,  came  up  on  our 
left,  and  with  their  assistance  the  advancing  enemy  was  compelled  to  retii-e." 

Cleneral  Sherman  says: 

'■  We  advanced  until  we  reached  the  point  where  the  Corinth  road  crosses  the  line  of  McCler- 
nand's camp,  and  here  I  saw  for  the  first  time  the  well-ordered  and  compact  colmuus  of  General 
Buell's  Kentucky  forces,  whose  soldierly  movements  at  once  gave  confidence  to  oiu-  newer  and 
less-disciplined  forces.  Here  I  saw  WilUch's  i-egiment  advance  upon  a  point  of  water-oaks  and 
tliicket,  behind  which  I  knew  the  enemy  was  in  great  strength,  and  enter  it  in  beautiful  style. 
Then  arose  the  severest  musketry  fire  1  ever  heard,  which  lasted  some  twenty  minutes,  when 
this  splendid  regiment  had  to  fall  liack.  This  green  point  of  limber  is  about  five  lumdivd  yards 
east  of  Shiloh  Sleeting  House,  and  it  was  evident  that  here  was  to  be  the  struggle.  The  enemy 
could  l)e  seen  forming  his  lines  to  the  south.  .  .  .  This  was  about  '1  o'clock  r.  M.  Willieh's 
regiment  had  been  repulsed,  but  a  whole  brigade  of  McCook's  division  advanced  beautifully, 
deployed,  and  entered  this  dreaded  woods.  .  .  .  Rousseau's  brigade  moved  in  splendid  order 
steadily  to  the  front,  sweeping  everything  before  it." 
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This  occurred  in  front  of  Sherman,  who  was  between  McClernand  and 
Wallace,  for  he  says :  "  I  ordered  my  Second  Brigade  ...  to  form  on 
its  right,  and  my  Fourth  Brigade,  Colonel  Buckland,  on  its  right,  all  to 
advance  abreast  with  this  Kentucky  brigade."  Of  the  action  of  McCook's 
division,  General  Sherman  fm-ther  says :  "  I  concede  that  General  McCook's 
splendid  division  from  Kentucky  di'ove  back  the  enemy  along  the  Corinth 
road,  which  was  the  great  central  line  of  this  battle." 

The  conclusion  to  be  drawn  from  these  several  reports  is  that  at  this  stage 
of  the  battle  McCook's  division  reached  across  and  practically  connected  the 
Army  of  the  Ohio  with  Wallace's  division,  which  formed  the  extreme  right  of 
Grant's  force,  and  that  its  steady  valor  and  effective  ser^dce,  not  without  the 
cooperation  of  McClernand's,  Hurlbut's,  and  Sherman's  commands,  decided 
the  issue  of  the  conflict  on  that  portion  of  the  field.  The  result,  however,  was 
not  brought  about  without  the  conciu-rence  of  decisive  action  at  other  points. 

T\^iile  the  battle  was  going  on  in  McClernand's  camp,  it  raged  with  great 
fury  from  an  earlier  hour  in  front  of  Nelson  and  Crittenden  on  the  left,  and 
vigorously  but  with  less  destructive  effects  in  front  of  Wallace  on  the  right. 
As  soon  as  the  enemy's  right  began  to  peld,  the  splendid  batteries  of  Men- 
denhall  and  TerrUl  directed  an  enfilading  fire  upon  the  Confederate  batteries 
playing  fiercely  upon  McCook,  and  they  were  soon  silenced.  General  Sher- 
man ascribes  that  resiilt  to  the  action  of  two  pieces  of  artillery  to  which -he 
says  he  gave  personal  direction,  but  it  is  probable  that  he  mistook  the  prin- 
cipal cause.  A  Confederate  view  of  the  contest  in  front  of  iSTelson  and  Crit- 
tenden is  seen  in  the  report  of  Colonel  Trabue,  whose  brigade  at  a  certain 
stage  of  the  battle  (about  1  o'clock)  was  moved  with  Anderson's  brigade  to  their 
right,  in  front  of  Crittenden.  The  report  describes  the  conflict  at  this  point  as 
terrific,  the  ground  being  crossed  and  recrossed  four  times  in  the  course  of  it. 
I  refer  to  it,  chiefly  because  in  some  accounts  of  the  battle  it  has  erroneously 
been  identified  with  McCook's  front,  where  Trabue's  brigade  was  first  engaged. 

Without  going  further  into  details  in  which  the  official  reports  abound,  it 
may  be  sufficient  to  add  briefly,  that  at  4  o'clock  the  flag  of  the  Union  floated 
again  upon  the  line  from  which  it  had  been  di-iven  the  previous  day,  and 
General  Grant's  troops  at  once  resumed  their  camps. 

What  more  need  be  said  ?  Must  I  sketch  the  scenes  with  twenty  thousand 
of  the  soldiers  of  the  Army  of  the  Ohio  left  out  of  their  place  in  the  combat, 
as  it  is  described  by  General  Grant  and  his  own  officers  f  Shall  I  not,  indeed, 
already  have  wearied  the  reader  with  the  citation  of  evidence  to  substantiate  a 
view  of  the  case  which  unbiased  intelligence  is  forbidden  to  deny  ? 

But  if  the  Anny  of  the  Ohio  had  not  arrived,  and  General  Grant  had 
remained  on  the  defensive,  what  then !  Some  of  those  who  frankly  acknowl- 
edge the  reality  of  their  discomflture  on  Sunday,  like  now  to  believe  with 
natural  pride,  the  difficulties  that  beset  them  then  being  far  in  the  past,  that 
they  woixld  have  been  more  successful  the  second  day ;  and  it  has  been 
argued  that  the  withdrawal  of  the  Confederates  from  their  advanced  posi- 
tions on  the  night  of  the  6th  threw  douljt  upon  the  flnal  result.  A  news- 
paper interviewer  has  even   said  for  General  Grant  that  they  were  then 
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prepai-ing  to  retreat.  The  inconsistency  of  that  observation  Is  evident.  A 
general  who  stops  to  fight  a  fresh  army  is  not  likely  to  have  had  it  in  con- 
templatation  to  flee  before  one  that  he  had  already  ilefeated  on  the  same 
gi-ound.  The  published  reports  show  that  the  ^vithdrawal  on  Sunday  night 
did  not  proceed  from  any  faltering  of  the  Confederate  commander.  On  the 
contrary,  he  believed  the  victory  to  have  been  substantially  won.  and  that 
the  fruit  would  certainly  be  gathered  the  following  day.  His  confitlence  in 
that  respect  was  shared  in  the  fullest  manner  Ity  his  entire  army,  backed 
by  a  particularly  able  body  of  high  officers.  All  demanded  to  be  led  against 
the  last  position:  not  one  doubted  the  result.  We  can  imagine  the  effort 
such  an  army  would  have  put  forth  when  animated  by  such  a  spirit. 

With  the  iisual  apologies  for  defeat  on  Monday,  they  rated  theu-  sti-eugth 
at  20,000  men,  but,  with  the  fruits  of  victory  in  xievr,  it  will  be  safe  to  say 
they  would  have  brought  at  least  "25,000  into  action;  and  it  has  been  claimed 
that  25,000,  according  to  the  Confederate  method  of  computation,  would  have 
been  equal  to  al:)out  28,000  according  to  the  Federal  method.  Their  relative 
strength  would  have  been  materially  increased  by  the  large  accession  of  cap- 
tured cannon.  They  had  also  improved  their  condition  Vjy  having  exchanged 
their  inferior  arms  for  lietter  ones  which  they  had  captured.  Comparatively, 
the  enemy  was  in  a  more  efficient  state  than  before  the  battle. 

The  Union  ranks  might  have  been  swelled  to  15,000 — not  more.  That 
force  on  such  ground  could  not  have  ventui-ed  to  cover  a  line  of  more  than  a 
mile  —  its  left  at  the  river,  and  its  right  near  the  ravines  of  Tillman's  Creek. 
The  high  gi-ound  beyond  the  creek  would  have  enfiladed  it,  and  the  ravines 
would  have  afforded  a  lodgment  and  shelter  for  the  enemy.  DUl's  ra\"ine  on 
the  left  might  also  have  proved  an  element  of  weakness,  and  though  that 
flank  could  not  be  turned,  the  peciiliar  advantage  of  position  that  aided  the 
Union  troops  on  the  left  so  much  on  Sunday,  would  not  have  existed  on  Mon- 
day—  the  field  of  action  in  front  was  a  uniform  wooded  surface. 

Nowhere  in  history  is  the  profane  idea  that,  in  a  fair  field  fight,  Pro^-idence 
is  on  the  side  of  the  strongest  battalions,  more  luiiformly  sustained  than  in 
our  Civil  War.  It  presents  no  example  of  the  triumph  of  15,000  or  even 
20,000  men  against  25,000.  It  affords  some  such  instances  where  the  sti'ouger 
force  was  sm-prised  by  rapid  and  unexpected  movements,  and  still  othei"s 
where  it  was  du'ected  with  a  want  of  skill  against  chosen  positions  strength- 
ened by  the  art  of  defense ;  but  nowhere  else.  The  weaker  force  is  unit" t^rmly 
defeated  or  compelled  to  retire.  In  this  case  the  missiles  of  the  assjiilant 
would  have  found  a  target  in  the  battle-line  of  the  defense,  and  in  the  trans- 
]iortation  and  masses  of  stragglers  crowded  together  aViout  the  landing. 
The  height  of  the  bluft' would  have  rendered  the  gun-boats  powerless;  the 
example  of  Belmont  could  only  have  been  partially  repeated,  if  at  all ;  the 
bulk  of  the  defeated  force  must  have  laid  down  its  arms.  There  are  those 
who  ai'gue  that  Ueneral  (rrant's  personal  qualities  were  a  guarantee  for  his 
triumph.  That  is  a  poor  sort  of  logic,  and  thousands  of  patriotic  citizens,  not 
unfriendly  to  (reneral  Grant,  woiild  draw  back  mi  alann  from  tlie  contempla- 
tion of  any  contingency  that  woiild  have  deprived  the  Union  cause  of  its 
superior  numbers  at  more  tliau  one  pei'iod  of  his  career. 
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In  the  usual  extravagant  newspaper  dispatches  from  the  field  of  battle, 
there  was  a  statement  of  charges  led  by  General  Grant  and  his  staff,  which 
were  assumed  to  have  decided  the  fate  of  the  day  on  Monday,  or  at  least  to 
have  given  a  crowning  touch  to  the  victory.  It  would  be  a  satire  to  repro- 
duce that  statement  in  its  original  form  at  this  time.  Its  adoption,  however, 
by  various  books  and  sketches,  and  especially  the  reference  to  such  an  inci- 
dent by  General  Grant  in  his  recent  "  Century"  article  [see  page  465],  makes 
it  propeiiy  an  object  of  inquiry.  Such  an  act  as  leading  a  charge  is  a  con- 
spicuous incident  rarely  resorted  to  by  the  commander  of  an  army.  General 
Grant  in  some  former  newspaper  interview  is  made  to  assume  that  General 
Sidney  Johnston  lost  his  life  under  such  circumstances,  from  which  he 
argues  the  faiUng  fortune  of  the  Confederate  attack  on  Stinday.  General 
Johnston's  conduct  in  that  affair  is  described  in  the  Confederate  reports. 
It  was  an  outburst  of  impatient  valor  not  caused  by  any  crisis  in  the  battle, 
though  an  attack  by  his  troops  at  a  certain  point  had  been  repulsed.  He  did 
not  lose  his  life  in  the  attack,  and  the  most  substantial  successes  of  the  Con- 
federates were  achieved  at  a  later  hour.  We  likewise  naturally  look  in  the 
official  reports  for  a  circumstantial  account  of  the  charge  said  to  have  been 
led  by  General  Grant,  for  no  colonel  of  a  regment  is  likely  to  overlook  the 
honor  of  having  been  led  in  a  charge  by  the  commander  of  the  army. 

In  the  report  of  Colonel  Veatch  of  Hurlbut's  division,  there  occurs  the  fol- 
lowing passage :  "  Maj.-Gen.  Grant  now  ordered  me  forward  to  charge  the 
enemy.  I  formed  my  brigade  in  column  of  battalions,  and  moved  forward 
in  double-quick  through  our  deserted  camps  and  to  the  thick  woods  beyond 
our  hues  in  pursuit  of  the  retreating  enemy,  following  until  we  were  in 
advance  of  oui-  other  forces,  and  were  ordered  to  fall  back  by  General  Buell." 
It  is  proper  to  remai'k  that  I  witnessed  this  movement.  I  was  in  advance  on 
the  line  toward  which  it  was  made,  aiid  understand  its  bearing.  It  does  not 
answer  the  description  of  a  charge  led  by  General  Grant,  since  he  is  not  said 
to  have  been  present  in  it. 

In  the  report  of  General  Rousseau  occurs  the  following : 

"  When  thus  repulsed,  the  enemy  fell  Isack  and  liis  retreat  began :  soon  after  which  I  saw 
two  regiments  of  Government  troops  advancing  in  double-quick  time  across  the  open  fields  in 
our  front,  and  saw  that  one  of  them  was  the  1st  Ohio,  which  had  been  moved  to  our  left  to  wait 
for  ammunition.  I  galloped  to  the  regiment  and  ordered  it  to  halt,  as  I  had  not  ordered  the 
movement,  but  was  informed  that  it  was  advancing  by  order  of  General  Grant,  whom  I  then 
saw  in  rear  of  the  line  with  his  staff.  I  ordered  the  regiment  to  advance  with  the  other,  which 
it  did  some  two  or  three  hundi'ed  yards  farther,  when  it  was  halted,  and  a  fire  was  opened  upon 
it  from  one  of  our  camps,  then  occupied  by  the  enemy.  The  flre  was  instantly  retui-ned,  and 
the  enemy  soon  fled,  after  wounding  eight  men  of  the  1st  Ohio." 

There  is  in  the  official  reports  no  other  mention  of  such  an  occurrence. 
This  must  have  been  the  charge  referred  to,  though  it  does  not  satisfy  the 
description,  since  it  appears  that  General  Grant  was  not  taken  into  the 
enemy's  fire ;  and  there  is  nothing  in  it  which  fills  the  definition  of  a  charge. 
The  professional  soldier  at  least  understands  that  the  term  implies  something 
more  serious  than  a  movement  of  troops  upon  the  field  of  battle,  even  at  a 
rapid  pace,  in  the  presence  of  an  enemy.    But  putting  out  of  the  question  all 
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appropriate  distinctions  in  the  use  of  terms,  there  was  nothing  in  the  occa- 
sion or  in  these  simple  movements  which  promised  any  advantage,  or  entitled 
them  to  the  slightest  prominence.  The  enemy  had  retired  from  the  last  line, 
and  was  believed  to  be  iw  retreat ;  but  he  had  withdi'awn  in  good  order,  and 
it  is  known  that  he  halted  a  half-mile  beyond,  fully  prepared  to  repel  a  care- 
less pursuit.  The  topographical  feature  of  larger  fields  and  intervening 
woods,  made  the  left  and  left-center  of  the  battle-field  more  difficult  for  attack 
than  the  ground  about  MeClernand's  camp,  as  was  Ulustrated  by  the  battle 
of  the  previous  day.  The  antagonists,  except  when  in  immediate  contact, 
were  kept  at  a  gi-eater  distance  apai't,  and  were  more  screened  from  the 
observation  of  each  other.  The  resistance,  quelled  for  the  moment,  would 
be  renewed  unexi^eetedly  by  reenforcements  or  on  a  new  line  with  increased 
vigor,  and  did  not  always  allow  the  assailant  to  retain  the  advantage  he 
had  gained. 

Nelson  and  Crittenden  were  working  their  way  step  by  step  over  this  diffi- 
cult gi'ound,  when  the  cheers  of  \'ietory  commenced  on  the  right  where  the 
enemy  could  be  better  obsei-ved.  It  was  my  misfortune  to  know  nothing 
about  the  topography  in  front,  and  when  at  that  moment  the  enemy  on  the 
left  was  found  to  be  yielding  readily  to  our  advance,  it  was  my  mistake  to 
suppose  that  the  retirement  was  more  precipitate  and  disordered  than  proved 
to  be  the  case.  On  that  supposition  Nelson  was  ordered  rapidly  to  the  lower 
ford  of  Lick  Creek,  by  which  I  supposed  a  part  of  the  enemy  had  advanced 
and  would  retreat,  and  was  thus  out  of  position  for  the  state  of  the  case  as  it 
turned  out.  The  last  attack  of  Crittenden  was  made  through  thick  woods, 
and  his  diWsion  had  become  a  good  deal  scattered ;  but  a  brigade  of  Wood's 
division  came  uj)  just  then  and  was  pushed  forward  on  the  eastern  Corinth 
road.  It  soon  came  upon  and  engaged  the  enemy's  skirmishers,  and  was 
attracting  a  flank  fire  from  a  battery  a  considerable  distance  off  on  the  right. 
The  orderly  withdrawal  of  the  enemy  was  now  discovered,  and  indicated 
that  a  single  brigade  unsupported  would  lie  insufficient  for  a  piu'suit.  Wood's 
brigade  was  therefore  halted  while  its  skirmishers  occupied  the  enemy's 
cavalry,  and  orders  were  sent  to  McCook  and  Crittenden  to  form  on  the  new 
line.  Just  at  that  moment  a  feeble  column  was  seen  to  the  right  and  rear  of 
Wood's  brigade,  moving  in  a  direction  which  would  liriug  it  into  the  flank 
fire  of  the  enemy's  artillery  on  the  right.  I  therefore  ordered  it  to  lie  halted 
until  other  dispositions  were  made ;  but,  misapprehending  the  object  of  the 
order,  or  deeming  perhaps  that  enough  had  been  done  for  one  day,  it  with- 
drew altogether,  and,  like  the  rest  of  G-rant's  troops,  retired  to  its  camp. 
Following  the  same  example,  and  most  pi'obably  with  Geuei'al  G-rant's 
authority,  McCook's  division  had  started  to  the  river.  Before  these  mis- 
conceptions could  be  corrected,  and  my  di\'isions  got  into  position,  night 
came  on,  and  the  time  for  a  further  forward  movement  jiassed  for  the  day. 
Indeed,  while  my  troops  were  being  called  up.  I  received  from  General  Grant, 
who  had  retired  to  the  landing,  the  follo^\-ing  letter : 

"  Headquakters  Dist.  of  W.  Tf.nx.,  Pittsburg.  Ain-il  7,  lS()i!.  JLvjor-Gexeral  D.  C.  Bcell. 
Gen.  :    When  I  left  the  field  this  eveuiug,  my  iutentiou  was  to  occupy  the  most  advauced 
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position  possible  for  the  night,  with  the  infantry  engaged  through  the  day,  and  follow  up  our 
success  with  cavah-y  and  fresh  troops  expected  to  arrive  during  my  last  absence  on  the  field. 
Tlie  great  fatigue  of  our  men  —  they  having  been  engaged  in  two  days'  fight,  and  subject  to  a 
march  yesterday  and  a  fight  to-day  —  would  preclude  the  idea  of  making  any  advance  to-night 
without  the  arrival  of  the  expected  reenforcements.  My  plan,  therefore,  will  be  to  feel  out  in 
the  morning,  with  all  the  troops  on  the  outer  lines,  \intil  our  cavalry  force  can  be  organized 
(one  regiment  of  your  army  wiU  finish  crossing  soon),  and  a  sufficient  artillery  and  infantry 
support  to  foUow  them  are  ready  for  a  move.  Under  the  instructions  which  I  have  previously 
received,  and  a  dispatch  also  of  to-day  from  Major-General  Halleok,  it  will  not  then  do  to 
advance  beyond  Pea  Ridge,  or  some  point  which  we  can  reach  and  return  in  a  day.  General 
Halleck  will  probably  be  here  lilmself  to-morrow.  Instructions  have  been  sent  to  the  division  com- 
manders not  included  in  youi-  command,  to  be  ready  in  the  morning  either  to  find  if  an  enemy 
was  in  front,  or  to  advance.         Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

U.  S.  Geant,  Major-General  Commanding." 

This  letter  implies  the  hypothesis  expressed  also  in  General  Grant's  dis- 
patch of  the  same  evening  to  General  Halleck,  that  the  enemy  might  still  be 
in  oui-  front  with  the  intention  of  renewing  the  attack.  I  make  no  comment 
on  that  point  further  than  to  contrast  it  with  the  later  pretensions  with 
which  the  battle  has  been  reviewed  by  General  Grant  and  his  friends.  The 
idea  is  again  indicated  in  his  orders  to  his  division  commanders  on  the  8th: 

"  I  have  instructed  Taylor's  cavalry  to  push  out  the  road  toward  Corinth  to  ascertain  if  the 
enemy  have  retreated.    .     .     .     Should  they  be  retreating,  I  want  aU.  the  cavalry  to  foUow  them." 

Something  in  the  same  vein,  which  I  would  by  no  means  be  understood  as 
dwelling  upon  censoriously,  is  seen  in  a  dispatch  of  the  next  day  to  Halleck. 

"  I  do  not "  [he  says]  "  like  to  suggest,  but  it  appears  to  me  that  it  would  be  demoralizing 
upon  our  ti'oops  here  to  be  forced  to  reth-e  upon  the  opposite  bank  of  the  river,  and  unsafe  to 
remain  on  this  many  weeks  without  large  reenforcements." 

The  passage  is  chiefly  noteworthy  as  showing  that  the  fault  of  ShUoh  was 
not  in  an  excess  of  rashness  or  contempt  for  the  adversary,  and  that  the  les- 
son of  the  occasion  had  not  yet  pointed  out  a  means  of  security  other  than 
in  reenforcements  or  retreat.  The  introduction  of  the  evidence  is  not  to  be 
ascribed  to  any  motive  of  disparagement.  It  is  entirely  pertinent  to  the  sub- 
ject under  consideration. 

General  Grant  has  recently  admitted  that  a  pursuit  ought  to  have  been 
made,  and  vaguely  intimates  that  somebody  else  than  himself  was  responsible 
that  it  was  not  done.  The  reason  given  in  his  letter  to  me  is,  of  course,  insuf- 
ficient. General  McCook  may  have  told  him  that  his  men  were  hungxy  and 
tired ;  but  if  the  order  had  been  issued,  both  McCook  and  his  troops  would 
cheerfuUy  have  shown  how  much  tired  and  hungry  soldiers  can  do  when  an 
emergency  demands  it.  If  General  Grant  meant  to  imply  that  I  was  respon- 
sible that  the  pursuit  was  not  made,  I  might  perhaps  answer  that  it  is 
always  to  be  expected  that  the  chief  officer  in  command  wiU  determine  the 
course  to  be  pursued  at  such  a  juncture,  when  he  is  immediately  upon  the 
ground ;  but  I  inwardly  imjoosed  upon  myself  the  obligation  of  employing 
the  army  under  my  command  as  though  the  whole  duty  of  the  occasion 
rested  upon  it.  There  was  no  doubt  in  my  mind  or  hesitation  in  my  conduct 
as  to  the  propriety  of  continuing  the  action,  at  least  as  long  as  the  enemy 
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was  ill  our  presence,  as  I  eonsidereil  him  still  to  be ;  and  I  make  uo  attempt 
to  excuse  myself  or  blame  others  when  I  say  that  General  Grant's  troops,  the 
lowest  individual  among  them  not  more  than  the  commander  himself,  appear 
to  have  thought  that  the  olgect  of  tlie  Tiattle  was  sufficiently  accomplished 
when  they  were  reinstated  in  their  camps ;  and  that  in  some  way  that  idea 
obstructed  the  reorganization  of  my  line  until  a  further  advance  that  day 
became  impracticable. 


Much  harsh  criticism  has  been  passed  upon  General  Lew  Wallace  for  hav- 
ing failed  to  reach  the  field  in  time  to  participate  in  the  battle  on  Sunday. 
The  naked  fact  is  apt  to  be  judged  severely,  and  the  reports  made  a  year 
afterward  l\v  General  Grant's  staff-offiiH'rs  —  the  report  of  Golonel  Kawlins 
(•specially — are  calculated  to  increase  the  unfavorable  impression.  But  some 
(pialification  of  that  evidence  must  be  made,  on  account  of  the  anxiety  pro- 
duced in  the  minds  of  those  officers  liy  their  peculiar  connection  A\'ith  the 
exciting  circumstances  of  the  battle.  The  statement  of  Rawlins  is  particu- 
larly to  be  received  mtli  reservation.  Tliey  t'oniid  Wallace  ou  a  different 
road  from  the  one  by  which  they  exjiected  him,  and  assumed  that  he  was 
wrongfully  there.  Rawlins  pretends  to  give  the  words  of  a  verbal  order  that 
would  have  taken  him  to  a  ditfereut  place.  Wallace  denies  that  vei-sion  of 
the  order,  and  the  circumstani-es  do  not  sustain  it.    [See  page  ti07.]    He  was 
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on  the  road  to  and  not  far  from  the  iipper  ford  of  Owl  Creek,  which  would 
have  brought  him  on  the  right  flank  of  the  Federal  line,  as  it  was  in  the 
morning,  and  as  he  presumed  it  still  to  be.  It  would  have  been  at  least  an 
honest  if  not  a  reasonable  interpretation  of  the  order,  that  took  him  to  a 
point  where  the  responsibility  and  danger  were  liable  to  be  greatly  increased. 
The  impression  of  Major  Eowley,  repeated  more  strongly  by  Greneral  Grant 
in  his  "  Centmy  "  article,  that  when  found  he  was  farther  from  the  battle-field 
than  when  he  started,  the  map  shows  to  have  been  incorrect.  The  statement 
of  Rawlins,  that  he  did  not  make  a  mile  and  a  half  an  horn*,  is  also  not  correct 
of  the  whole  day's  march.  He  actually  marched  nearly  15  miles  in  six  hom-s 
and  a  half.  That  is  not  jjarticulai'ly  rapid  marching,  but  it  does  not  indicate 
any  loitering.  At  the  same  time  it  must  be  said  that,  under  the  circum- 
stances, the  manner  in  which  the  order  was  given  to  Wallace  is  liable  to 
unqualified  disapproval,  both  as  it  concerned  the  public  interest  and  the 
good  name  of  the  officer. 

To  these  qualifying  facts  it  must  be  added  that  a  presumption  of  honest 
endeavor  is  due  to  "Wallace's  character.  He  did  good  service  at  Donelson, 
and  at  Shiloh  on  the  7th,  and  on  no  other  occasion  have  his  zeal  and  courage 
been  impugned.  The  verdict  must  perhaps  remain  that  his  action  did  not 
respond  to  the  emergency  as  it  turned  out,  but  that  might  fall  far  short  of  a 
technical  criminality,  uidess  under  a  more  austere  standard  of  discipline  than 
prevailed  at  that,  or  indeed  at  any  other  period  of  the  war.  If  he  had  moved 
energetically  after  McPlierson  and  Eawhns  arrived  and  informed  him  of  the 
ui'gency  of  the  occasion,  no  just  censure  could  be  cast  upon  his  conduct. 
The  reports  of  those  officers  imply  that  he  did  not  do  so ;  but  McPlierson, 
"who  was  more  likely  to  be  correct,  is  least  positive  on  that  point.  It  Avould 
probably  be  easy  in  any  of  the  armies  to  point  to  similar  examples  of  a  lack 
of  ardent  effort  which  led  to  grave  disappointment  without  being  challenged, 
and  to  many  more  that  would  have  been  attended  with  serious  consequences 
if  any  emergency  had  arisen.  It  was  a  defect  in  the  discipline  which  it  was 
not  possible  at  that  time  to  remedy  completely. 

When  this  article  was  m-ged  upon  me  by  the  recent  revival  of  the  discus- 
sion, I  was  ad\'ised  by  friends  in  whose  judgment  I  have  gTeat  confidence,  to 
write  an  impersonal  account  of  the  battle.  The  idea  was  perfectly  in  har- 
mony with  my  disposition,  but  a  moment's  reflection  showed  me  that  it  was 
impracticable.  It  would  ignore  the  characteristics  which  have  made  the  bat- 
tle of  (Shiloh  the  most  famous,  and  to  both  sides  the  most  interesting  of  the 
war.  The  whole  theme  is  full  of  personality.  The  battle  might  be  called, 
almost  properly,  a  personal  one.  It  was  ushered  in  by  faults  that  were  per- 
sonal, and  the  resistance  that  prolonged  it  until  succor  came  was  personal. 
This  does  not  pretend  to  be  a  history  of  it,  but  only  a  re\dew  of  some  of  the 
prominent  facts  which  determined  its  character  and  foreshadowed  its  result. 
Even  this  fragmentary  treatment  of  the  subject  would  be  incomplete  without 
a  revision  of  the  roll  of  honor.  The  task  is  not  difficult,  for  the  e\'idence  is 
not  meager  or  doubtful.     It  says  of  McClernand,  that,  crippled  at  the  start  by 
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the  rudeness  of  the  unexpected  attack  and  the  wreck  of  the  di\'ision  iu  his  front, 
before  he  had  time  well  to  estaVjlish  his  line,  he  struggled  gallantly  and  long 
with  varying  fortune  to  keep  back  the  columns  of  the  enemy;  and  though  he 
failed  in  that,  he  was  still  al^le  to  present  an  organized  nucleus  which 
attracted  the  disrupted  elements  of  other  divisions:  of  Hm-lbut,  that  he  posted 
the  two  brigades  under  his  immediate  <!ommand,  not  iu  the  strongest  manner 
at  first,  but  with  judgment  to  afford  prompt  shelter  to  the  defeated  division 
of  Prentiss,  and  maintained  his  front  with  some  serious  reverses  to  his  left 
flank,  for  7  hom's  and  untU  his  left  was  turned,  with  a  gi-eater  list  of  mor- 
tality than  any  other  division  sustained :  of  W.  H.  L.  Wallace,  that,  never 
dislodged,  he  sacrificed  his  life  in  a  heroic  effort  with  Prentiss  to  maintain  his 
front  between  the  enemy  and  the  landing :  of  Prentiss,  that  with  the  rawest 
troops  in  the  army  his  vigilance  gave  the  earliest  warning  of  the  magnitude 
of  the  danger,  and  offered  a  resolute  resistance  to  its  approach;  that,  though 
overwhelmed  and  broken  in  advance,  he  rallied  in  effective  force  on  the  line 
of  Harlbut  and  Wallace,  and  firmly  held  his  gi-ound  until  completely  sur- 
rounded and  overpowered :  and  of  Sherman,  that  he,  too,  strove  bravely,  but 
from  an  early  houi*  with  a  feeble  and  ineffective  force,  to  stay  the  tide  of  dis- 
aster for  which  his  shortcoming  in  the  position  of  an  advanced  guard  was 
largely  responsible ;  but  it  discloses  no  fact  to  justify  the  announcement  of 
General  Halleck  that  he  "saved  the  fortune  of  the  day  on  the  Gth."  On  the 
contrary  it  shows,  that,  of  all  the  division  commanders,  not  one  was  less  enti- 
tled to  that  distinction.  This  will  be  a  strange  and  may  seem  like  a  harsh  utter- 
ance to  many  readers,  but  it  is  the  verdict  of  the  record.  The  similar  indorsement 
of  General  Grant  a  year  later,  that  "he  held  the  key-point  to  the  landing,"  is 
equally  alien  to  the  evidence,  and  still  fm-ther  ^\dthout  intelligent  meaning. 
If  the  key-point  was  any  other  than  the  landing  itself,  it  was  on  the  left 
where  the  attack  was  strongest  and  the  resistance  longest  maintained. 

Into  the  list  of  brave  men  in  the  inferior  grades  —  captains  and  even  lieu- 
tenants who  for  the  moment  led  the  wrecks  of  regiments  and  brigades,  and 
field-officers  who  represented  brigades  and  di^-isions,  and  who  poiu'ed  out 
their  lives  on  the  field  or  siu'vived  its  carnage  —  I  cannot  here  pretend  to 
enter,  though  it  is  a  most  interesting  chapter  in  the  battle. 

And  of  Grant  himself  —  is  nothing  to  be  said?  The  record  is  silent  and 
tradition  adverse  to  any  marked  influence  that  he  exerted  upon  the  fortune 
of  the  day.  The  contemporaneous  and  subsequent  newspajter  accounts  of 
personal  adventure  are  alike  destitute  of  authenticity  and  dignity.  If  lie 
could  have  done  anything  in  the  beginning,  lie  was  not  on  the  ground  in 
time.  The  determining  act  in  the  drama  was  completed  by  10  o'clock.  Fnim 
Sherman's  report  and  later  reminiscences  we  learn  that  he  was  with  that 
officer  about  that  hour,  and  again,  it  would  seem,  at  3  and  5  o'clock,  and  he 
was  with  Prentiss  between  10  and  11;  but  he  is  not  seen  auj-where  else  iu 
front.  We  read  of  some  indefinite  or  unimportant  directions  given  without 
effect  to  straggling  bodies  of  troops  in  rear.  That  is  all.  But  he  was  one  of 
the  many  there  who  woiild  have  resisted  wliile  vesistani'c  could  avail.  That 
is  all  that  can  be  said,  but  it  is  an  honorable  record. 
An^DuiE,  Kentucky.  .Tunc,  188.'). 
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Robert  W.  Medkirk,  of  Co.  E,  72d  Ohio  Vols., 
wrote,  March  22d,  1886,  from  Indianapolis,  Ind. : 

"On  Friday  afternoon,  April  4tli,  two  days  before  the 
battle  of  Sliiloh,  while  our  regiment  of  Buckland's  bri- 
gade wae  drilling  on  the  west  side  of  Eea  Creek  [see  map, 
page  502],  about  a  mile  from  our  camp,  rapid  firing  was 
heard  from  the  direction  of  our  brigade  pickets,  from 
the  70th  Ohio,  Colonel  Cockerill.  Our  commander,  Ma- 
jor Crockett,  was  couversmg  with  Colouel  Bucklaud, 
who  soon  rode  rapidly  in  the  direction  of  the  firing. 
Major  Crockett  ordered  the  regiment  to  double-tpiick 
toward  the  outposts.  When  we  arrived  at  the  picket 
post,  we  found  that  it  had  been  captured.  Major  Crock- 
ett, with  part  of  oui'  regiment,  started  In  pursuit  of  the 
enemy.  In  a  little  while  a  soldier  came  back,  out  of 
breath,  and  asked  that  the  rest  of  the  regiment  be  sent 
to  the  major's  aid.  Then  we  heard  the  roar  of  artillery, 
and  felt  that  the  enemy  was  there  in  force.  Colonel 
Cockei'iU  sent  an  orderly  back  to  camp,  with  orders 
for  the  70tU  Ohio  to  hurry  out  to  the  front.  The 
remainder  of  oui-  regiment  jiushed  on  to  the  assistance 
of  Major  Crockett.  After  wandering  in  the  woods  for 
a  time,  night  came  on,  and  we  returned  to  the  outpost. 
There  we  foimd  the  70th  Ohio,  and  General  Sherman 
with  them.  The  general  was  enraged  at  what  he  desig- 
nated indiscreet  conduct,  and  ordered  us  all  back  to 
camp.    That  portion  of  the  72d  Ohio  which  had  been 


with  Miijor  Crockett  came  straggling  In.  Then  it  was 
that  we  learned  of  the  capture  of  the  major  and  eight 
men. 

"  The  nest  day,  Saturday,  my  company, '  E,'  and  Com- 
pany '  C '  constituted  the  brigade  picket.  We  were 
stationed  on  the  east  side  of  the  Howell  farm  [see  page 
502].  All  day  the  enemy  kept  in  oiu-  fi'ont.  We  fired 
o]x  them  freqiK-ntly,  but  they  did  not  return  the  fire 
until  toward  evening,  when  they  had  a  brnsh  with  a 
squadron  of  the  oth  Ohio  Cavalry.  Late  Saturday  after- 
noon, a  Confederate  othcer  with  his  staff  rode  uit  on  a 
knoll  on  the  west  side  of  the  Howell  farm,  and  with  his 
glass  began  to  take  observations ;  in  a  few  minutes  we 
opened  fire  on  them  and  they  rode  rapidly  away.  To 
show  that  no  serious  attack  was  expected,  a  detail  from 
Colonel  Buckland's  brigade  worked  aE  day  Saturday, 
April  5th,  building  tiro  hndges  in  front  of  BuckUind^s 
irigade,  one  over  the  east  branch  of  Oak  Creek  and 
one  over  the  west  branch  of  Eea  Creek,  which  bridges 
were  used  by  the  enemy  to  cross  their  artillery  on  .Sun- 
day, after  our  brigade  fell  back  from  its  first  line." 

General  Sherman's  report  of  the  affair  of  April 
4th  to  Grant's  headquarters,  written  on  the  5th, 
says;  "  I  infer  that  the  enemy  is  iu  some  consid- 
erable force  at  Pea  Ridge,"  or  Monterey,  about 
eight  miles  from  Shiloh  Church. —  Editors. 


THE   OPPOSING   FORCES   AT   SHILOH. 


The  composition,  losses,  ami  strcDgth  of  each  aimj'  as  here  stated  give  the  gist  of  all  tlie  data  obtainable  in  the  Official 
Records.    K  stands  for  killed  ;  w  for-  woiinded ;  ra  w  for  mortally  "wounded ;  m  for  captured  or  missing  ;  c  for  captured. 

THE   UNION  AEMY. 

ARMY  OF  THE  TENNESSEE.—  Brigadier-General  Ulysses  S.  Grant. 


FIRST  DIVISION,  Major-Gen.  John  A.  McClernand.    Staff 
loss :  w,  2. 

First  Brigade,  Col.  A.  M.  Hare  (w).  Col.  M.  M.  Crocker: 
8th  111.,  ('apt.  James  M.  Ashmore  (w),  Capt.  WUUam  H. 
Harvey  Ik),  Capt.  E.  H.  Sturgess ;  18th  HI.,  Major  Samuel 
Eaton  (w),  Capt.  Dauiel  H.  Brush  (w),  Capt.  William  J. 
Dilhm  (k),  Capt.  J.  J.  Anderson;  11th  Iowa,  Lieut. -Col. 
WUliam  Hall;  13th  Iowa,  Col.  Marcellus  M.  Crocker; 
Battery  D,  2d  IU.  Artillery,  Capt.  James  P.  Tlmonj-. 
Brigade  loss :  k,  101 ;  w,  167  ;  m,  9  =  580.  Second  Brigade, 
Col.  C.  Carroll  Marsh  :  11th  HI.,  Lieut.-Col.  T.  E.  G.  Ran- 
som (wi.  Mnjor  Garrett  Nevins  (w),  Capt.  Lloyd  D. 
Wail.li-U.  -Major  Garrett  Nevins;  'iOth  111.,  Lieut.-Col. 
Evan  Klrliards  (wi,  Capt.  Orton  Frisbie ;  45th  III.,  Col. 
JohuE.  Smith  ;  48th  111.,  Col.  Isham  N.  Haynie  (w),  Maj. 
Manning  Mayfield.  Brigade  loss  :  k,  80 ;  w,  475 ;  m,  30  = 
585.  Third  Brigade,  Col.  Julius  Eaith  (m  w),  Lieut.- 
Col.  Eno8  P.  Wood,  Col.  C.  Carroll  Marsh:  I7th  HI., 
Lient.-Col.  Euos  P.  Wood,  Maj.  Francis  M.  Smith;  29th 
111..  Lieut.-Col.  Charles  M.  Ferrell ;  43d  HI.,  Lieut.-Col. 
Adolph  Engelmann ;  49th  HI.,  Lieut.-Col.  Phineas  Pease; 
Company  111.  Cavalry,  Capt.  E.  Carmichael.  Brigade 
loss;k,  96;  w,  393;  m,  46=535.  XJnattarhed :  Stewart's  Co. 
111.  Cav.,  Lieut.  Ezra  King;  D,  1st  HI.  Artillery.  Capt. 
Edward  McAllister  (WI;  E,  2d  111.  ArtiUery,  Lieut.  George 
L.  Nisiii-1;  14th  Ohio  Battery.  Capt.  J.  B.  Burrows  (w). 
Uuatt:li-hed  loss:  k,  5;  w,  35  =  40. 

SECOND   DIVISION,  Brig.-Gen.  W.  H.  L.  Wallace  (m  w). 
Col.  James  M.  Tattle.    Staff  loss  :  w,  1. 

First  Brigade,  Col.  James  M.  Tuttle :  2d  Iowa,  Lieut.- 
Col.  James  Baker ;  7th  Iowa,  Lieut.-Col.  James  C.  Parrott ; 
12th  Iowa,  Col.  Joseph  J.  Woods  (w),  Capt.  Samuel  E. 
Edgin,gton  ;  14th  Iowa.  Col.  William  T.  Shaw.  Brigade 
loss :  k,  39 ;  w,  143 ;  m,  676  =  858.  (A  number  of  the  captured 
or  missing  were  also  wounded.)  Second  Brigade,  Brig.- 
Gen.  John  McArthur  (w).  Col.  Thomas  Morton:  9th  111., 
Col.  August  Mersy;  12th  HI.,  Lieut.-Col.  Augustus  L. 
Chetlain,  Capt.  James  E.  Hugunin ;  81st  Ohio,  Col. 
Thomas  Morton;  13th  Mo.,  Col.  Crafts  J.  Wright ;  14th 


Mo.  (Birge's  Sharp-shooters),  Col.  B.  .S.  Compton.  Bri- 
gade loss  :  k,  99;  w,  470;  m,  11  =  580.  Third  Brigade,  Col. 
Thomas  W.  Sweeny  (w).  Col.  Silas  D.  Baldwin :  8th  Iowa, 
Col.  James  L.  Geddes  (w  and  c) ;  7th  Ul.,  Maj.  Eichard 
Rowett ;  50th  IU.,  Col.  Moses  M.  Bane  (w);  52d  111..  Maj. 
Henry  Stark,  Capt.  EdwinA.  Bowen ;  57th  111.,  Col.  Silas 
D.  Baldwin,  Lieut.-Col.  F.  J.  Hurlbut ;  68th  111.,  Col. 
William  F.  Lynch  (c).  Brigade  loss  :  k,  127  ;  w,  501 ;  m, 
619=  1247.  (A  number  of  the  captured  or  missing  were 
also  wounded.)  Cavalrg  :  C,  2d,  and  I,  4th  U.  S.,  Lieut. 
James  Powell ;  A  and  B,  2d  111. ,  Capt's  John  E.  HotaUng 
and  Thomas  J.  Larrison.  Cavahy  loss:  k,  1;  w,  5  =  6. 
ArliUerg:  A,  1st  IU.,  Lieut.  Peter  P.  Wood;  D,  1st  Mo., 
Capt.  Henry  Eichardson;  H,  1st  Mo.,  Capt.  Frederick 
Welker;  K,  lat  Mo.,  Capt.  George  H.  Stone.  ArtiUery 
loss  :  k,  4 ;  w,  53  =  57. 
THIRD  DIVISION,  Major-Gencral  Lew  WaUace. 

First  Brigade,  Col.  Morgan  L.  Smith :  11th  Ind.,  Col. 
G.  F.  McGiiiuis  ;  24th  Ind..  Col.  Alvin  P.  Hovey  ;  8th  Mo., 
Lieut.-Col.  James  Pi-i-kliani.  Brigade  loss:  k,  18;  w,  114  = 
132.  Second Brigmtc,  Col.  John  M.  Thayer :  23dlnd.,  Col. 
W.  L.  Sanderson;  1st  Neb.,  Lient.-Col.  WUUam  D.  McCord; 
56th  Ohio  (at  Crump's  Landing),  Col.  Peter  Kinney ;  58th 
Ohio,  Col.  Valentine  Bansenwein.  Brigade  loss:  k,  20; 
w,  99;  m,  3=  122.  Third  Brigade,  Col.  Charles  Whittle- 
sey :  20th  Ohio.  Lieut.-Col.  Manning  P.  Force  ;  estli  Ohio 
(.at  Crump's  Landing),  Col.  S.  H.  Steedman;  76th  Ohio, 
Col.  Charles  E.  Woods ;  78th  Ohio,  Col.  M.  D.  Leggett. 
Brigade  loss :  k,  2  ;  w,  32  ;  m,  1  =  35.  A  rtillcrg:  Oth  lud. 
Battery.  Capt.  N.S.Thonipson;  1, 1st  Mo.,  Lieut.  Charles 
H.  Thurlier.  .\rtinpry  loss  :  k,  1 ;  w,  6=  7.  C'avalrg  :  3A 
Battalion,  lltli  111.,  Jla.i.  James  P.  Johnson  ;  3d  Battalion, 
5th  oliio,  Maj.  C.  8.  Hayes. 
FOfKTii  DIVISION,  Biig-Geu.  Stephen  A.  Hurlbut. 

First  Brigade,  Col.  N.  G.  WUUams  (w).  Col.  Isaac  C. 
Pugh:  28th  HI ,  Col.  A.  K.  Johnson;  32d  III.,  Col.  John 
Logan  (w) ;  41st  IU.,  Col.  Isaac  C.  Pugh,  Lieut.-Col. 
Ansel  Tupper  (k).  Ma^j.  John  Warner,  Capt.  John  H. 
Nale;  3d  Iowa,  Maj.  WUUam  M.  Stone  (c),  Lieut.  G.  W. 
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THE  OPPOSING  FORCES  AT  SHILOH. 


Crosley.  Brigade  loss:  k,  112;  w,  532;  ni,  43  =  087. 
Second  Brigade,  Col.  James  C.  Veatch:  14tli  III..  Col. 
Cyras  Hall ;  loth  111.,  Lieut.-Col.  E.  F.  W.  EUls  (ki,  Capt. 
Louis  D.  Kelley,  Lieut.-Col.  William  Cam  ;  46tli  111,  Col. 
John  A.  Davis  (w),  Lieut.-Col.  John  J.  Jones;  25th  Ind., 
Lieut.-Col.  William  H.  Morgan  (W),  -Maj.  John  W.  Foster. 
Brigade  loss:  k,  130;  w,  492;  m,  8  =  630.  Third  Brlyade, 
Brig.-Gen.  Jacob  G.  Laumau  :  31st  lud..  Col.  Charles 
Cruft  (w),  Lieut.-Col.  John  Osboru  ;  44tli  Ind.,  Col.  Hugh 
B.  Reed;  nth  Ky.,  Col.  John  H.  .McHeury.  Jr.;  25th  Ky., 
Lieut.-Col.  B.  H.  Bristow,  Maj.  Wrn.  B.  Wall  iw).  Col. 
John  H.  McHeury,  Jr.  Brigade  loss:  k,  70;  w,  384;  m, 
4  =  468.  Oavulnj  :  1st  and  2d  Battalions,  5th  Ohio,  Col. 
W.  H.  H.  Taylor.  Loss:  k,  1;  w,  0  =  7.  Arlillenj.iix 
Mich.  Battery,  Lieut.  C.  W.  Laing ;  Mann's  Mo.  Battery, 
Lieut.  Edward  Brotzmann;  13th  Ohio  Biittery,  Capt. 
John  B.  Myers.  Artillery  loss :  k,  4 ;  w,  27  ;  m ,  .56  =  87. 
FIFTH  DIVISION,  Brig.-C4en.  William  T.  Sherman  (wl. 
Staff  loss:  w,  1. 
First  Brigade,  Col.  John  A.  McDowell :  40th  111.,  Col. 
Stephen  G.  Hicks  (w),  Lieut.-Col.  Jiimes  W.  Boothe;  6th 
Iowa,  Capt.  John  Williams  (w),  Capt.  Madison  M. 
Walden ;  46th  Ohio,  Col.  Thomas  Worthiugton  ;  6th  Ind. 
Battery,  Capt.  Frederick  Behr  (k).  Brigade  loss:  k. 
137;  w,  444;  m,  70  =  651.  Second  Briijiide,  Col.  David 
Stuart  (w),  Lieut.-Col.  Oscar  Maluiiiorg  (tcnipnrarilyn 
Col.  T.  Kilby  Smith  :  65th  111.,  Lieut.-Col.  Oscar  Jlaim- 
horg ;  54th  Ohio,  Col.  T.  Kilby  Smith,  Lieut.-Col.  James 
A.  Farden ;  71st  Ohio,  Col.  Rodney  Mason.  Brigade  loss: 
k,  80;  w,  380;  m,  90  =  550.  Third  Brigade,  Col.  Jesse 
Hildebrand:  53d  Ohio,  Col.  J.  J.  Appier,  Lient.-Col. 
Robert  A.  Fulton ;  57th  Ohio,  Lieut.-Col.  Americus  V. 
Rice ;  77th  Ohio,  Lieut.-Col.  Wills  De  Hass,  Ma.1.  Benja- 
min D.  Fearing.  Brigade  loss:  k,  70;  w,  222  ;  m,  65= 
356.  Fourth  Brigade,  Col.  Ralph  Buckland  :  48th  Ohio. 
Col.  Peter  J.  SulUvau  ( w),  Lieut.-Col.  Job  R.  Parker ;  70th 
Ohio,  Col.  Joseph  R.  Cockcrill;  72d  Ohio,  Lieut.-Col. 
Herman  Canlield  (kj.  Col.  Ralph  P.  Buckland.  Brigade 
loss:    k,  36;  w,  203;  m,  74  =  313.      Caealrij:   1st  and  2d 


Battalions.  4th  111.,  CoL  T  Lyle  Dickey.  Cavalry  loss : 
w,  6.  Artillery,  Maj.  Eira  Taylor  :  B,  l»t  IlL,  Capt.  gam- 
uel  E.  Barrett;  E.  Ist  lU.,  Capt.  A.  C.  Waterhoose  iwi, 
Lieut.  A.  E.  Abbott  ivn,  Lieut.  J.  A.  iltcU.  Artiller} 
loss  :  k,  2  ;  w,  22  =  24. 

SLXTH  DIVI--IOX,  Brig.-Gen.  BeDjamiu  M.  PrentiSH  (o. 
Staff  loss:  k,  1 ;  m.  2=3. 

First  Brigade,  CoL  Everett  Peabody  (k) :  12th  Mich., 
Col.  Franiis  Quinn  ;  21«t  Mo..  Col.  David  Moore  <wi, 
Lieut.-Col.  H.  M.  Woixlyard;  25th  Mo..  CoL  Robert  T. 
Van  Horn  ;  16th  Wis.,  CoL  Benjamin  Allen  (w..  Brigade 
loss:  k,  113;  w,  372;  m,  2:i6=  721.  Secnnd  Brigade.  CoL 
Madison  Miller  (o  :  61srill.,  Col.  Jacob  Fry:  ICth  Iowa, 
Col.  Alexander  Chambers  (wi,  Lient.-Col  A.  H.  Sanders; 
18th  Mo.,  Lieut.-Col.  Isaac  V.  Pratt  (ci.  Brigade  lose :  k. 
44;  w,  228;  m,  178=450.  Catalry:  Uth  IlL  i8  eo'si,  CoL 
Robert  G.  IngersolL  Ca valrj-  less :  k,  3 ;  w.  3  =  6.  Artil- 
lery :  1st  Minn.  Battery,  Capt.  Emil  Mnnch  (wi,  Lieut. 
William  Pfaender:  5th  Ohio  Battery.  Capt.  A.  Hicken- 
looper.  Artillery  loss  :  k,  4  ;  w,  27  =  31.  rnallaehed  In- 
fantry :  15th  Iowa,  CoL  Hugh  T.  Reid:  23d  Mo.,  CoL 
Jacob  T.  TlndaU  (kl,  Lieut.-CoL  Quin  Morton  (c>; 
18th  Wis.,  Ciil.  James  S.  Alban  (k).  Loss  Unattached 
Infantry:  k,  71;  w,  l9»;  m.  592  =  961.  iSome  of  the 
captured  or  missing  [1008]  of  this  dixision  were  also 
wounded. ) 

UN ASSIGSEU  TROOPS :  1.5th  Jlicli..  CoL  John  M.  Oliver : 
14th  Wis.,  Col.  David  E.  Wood:  H,  1st  111.  Artillery. 
Capt.  Axel  Silfversparre  :  1. 1st  111.  Artillery.  Capt.  E<1- 
ward  Bouton  :  B.  2d  lU.  Artillery.  Capt.  ReUy  Madison  ; 
F,  2d  m.  .\rtillery.  Capt.  John  W.  Powell  |w) ;  8th  Ohio 
Battery,  Capt.  Louis  Markgraf .  Loss  unassigned  troops : 
k,  39 ;  w.  159 :  m.  17  =215.  The  total  loss  of  the  Array  of 
the  Tennessee  was  1513  killed.  6«01  wounded,  and  2.'<30 
captured  or  missing  =  10,944. 

r^nOX  Gl-y-BOATS.  Tyler.  Lieut. -Com.  WiUiam 
liwiu  :  Lexington.  Lieut. -Com.  James  W.  Shirk. 


ARMY  OF  THE  OHIO  — Major-General  Don  Carlos  BueU. 


SECOND  DIVISION.  Brig.-Gen.  Alexander  McD.  McCook. 

Fourth  Brii/rfile.  Uriu-.-Gcii.  Lovell  H.  Rou.^scau:  6th 
Ind.,  Col.  T1m.i,ki~  T.  ('litl.iiil.ii  ;  5th  Ky.,  Col.  H.  M. 
Buckley;  isi  (iliici, .  ni  i;.  i'.  Mnitli;  1st  Battalion.  15th LT. 
S.  (Capt.  Pclcr  T.  S\v:iili.i.  ami  1st  Battalion.  lOtli  II.  S. 
(Capt.  Edwiu  F.  Townseiiili.  ,M;ii"r  .loliii  II  Kin-;  l^t 
Battalion.  19tli  U.S.,  Maj.  S.  li.  1  ,ii|h  ni.  r.  r.ii-;nlr  l..>s  : 
k,  28;  w,  280;  m,  3=311.  Fiflli  Briilii'Ir.  (\A.  E.hvanl  X. 
Kirk  (w) :  34th  111.,  M.ij.  Charles N.  Lcvauway  ik),  Capt. 
Hiram  W.  Bristol ;  2l)th  Ind.,  Lieut.-Col.  David  M.  Dunn; 
30th  Ind.,  Cul.  Siou  S.  Bass  (ni  w),  Lieut.-Col.  Joseph  B. 
Dodge;  77th  Pa.,  CoL  Fi-ed.  .S.  Ptunibaugh.  Brigade  loss: 
k,  24  ;  w,  310  ;  m,  2  =  346.  Sislh  Brii/ndr.  Col.  William  H. 
Gibson  :  32d  Ind.,  Col.  August  WiUiili  ;  :.Wth  Ind.,  Col. 
Thomas  J.  Harrison;  15th  (iliio.  .Maj.  William  Wallace: 
49th  Ohio,  Lieut.-Col.  Albert  U.  Blackman.  Brigade  loss : 
k,  25  ;  w,  220 ;  m,  2  =  247.  Arlilliri/ :  11,  5th  U.  S.,  Capt. 
William  R.  Tcrrill.  Artillery  loss  :  k,  1 :  w,  13  =  14. 
FuuiiTii  DIVISION.  Brig.-Gcu.  William  Nelson. 

Tenth  Brigade,  Col.  Jacoli  .\mnien ;  36th  Ind.,  Col. 
William  Grose  ;  Cth  Ohio.  Lieut.-Col.  Nicholas  L.  Ander- 
son;  24th  Ohio.  Lieut.-Col.  Frederick  C.  Jones.  Brigade 
loss  :  k,  16  ;  w,  108  ;  m,  8  =  130.  Nineteenth  Brigade,  Col. 
William  B.  Ilazen  :  9th  Ind.,  CoL  Gideon  C.  Moody  ;  6th 
Ky.,   Col.  Walter  C.   Whitakcr:    41st  Ohio,   Lieut.-C(d. 


406.  Twenty-second  Brigade,  Col.  Sanders  D.  Bruce :  1st 
Ky.,  Col.  David  A.  Euyart :  2d  Ky..  CoL  Thomas  D. 
Sedgcwick ;  20th  Ky..  Lieut.-Col.  Charles  S.  Hanson. 
Brigade  loss :  k.  29 :  w.  139 :  m.  11=  178.  Caralry  :  2d  Ind. 
(not  actively  engaged).  Lieut  -Col.  Edward  M.  McCotik. 
FIFTH  DIVISION.  Brlg.-Gcu.  Thomas  L.  Crittenden. 

Elerenth  Brigade.  Brig.-Gcu.  Jeremiah  T.  Boyle:  9th 
Ky..  Col.  Ben,iamin  C.  Grider:  13th  Ky..  CoL  Edward 
H.  Hobson  ;  19th  Ohio.  Col.  Samuel  Beatty ;  59th  Ohio. 
Col.  James  P.  F.\-ffe.  Brig;ide  loss  :  k,  33 ;  w.  212;  m.  18= 
263.  Fonrteenlh  Brigade.  CoL  William  .Sooy  Smith  :  11th 
Ky.,  Col.  Pierce  B.  Hawkins:  26th  Ky..  Lieut.-Col. 
Cicero  Maxwell;  13th  Ohio.  Lieut. -CoL  Joseph  G.  Haw- 
kins. Brigade  loss:  k.  25;  w.  1.57:  m.  10=192.  -Irlil- 
lery:  G.  l.st  Ohio.  Capt.  Joseph  Bartlett :  H  and  M.  4lh 
U.S..  Capt.  John  Mendenhall.  -Vrtillery  loss :  k.  2:  w. 
8  =  10.  Caralry:  3d  Ky.  mot  actively  engagcdi.  C"ol. 
.Tames  S.  .Tackson. 
SIXTH  Di\isioN.  Brig.-Gen.  Thonnis  .T.  Wood. 

Twentieth  Brigade,  Brig.-fJen.  James  A.  Garfield:  ISth 
Mich..  CoL  :Michacl  Shoemaker;  64th  Ohio.  Col.  John 
Ferguson :  65th  Ohio,  CoL  Charles  G.  Harker.  Ttrrnly- 
yirst  Brigade.  Col.  George  D.  Waguer:  15tli  Ind..  Lieut.- 
Col.  Gustavus  A.  Wood  :  40lh  Ind..  Col.  John  W.  Blake: 
57lh  Tnd.,  Col.  Cyrus  C.  Hines;  24th  K.V..  Col.  Lewis  B. 
<  Jrigsbv.    Brigiide  loss :  w.  4. 


George  S.  Mygatt.    Brigade  loss :  k,  4S;  w,  3.57;  111.1  = 

The  total  loss  of  the  Army  of  the  Ohio  was  241  killed.  1807  wounded,  and  .55  captured  or  mis.sing  =  2103. 

The  grand  total  of  Union  hiss  was  17.54  killed,  .S408  wounded,  and  2885  capturt-d  or  nii.ssing  =  13,04". 

The  only  olliiial  statement  of  Grant's  strength  at  Shiloh  is  on  page  112.  Vol.  X..  '•Offleial  Keeords,"  which  is  ooiu- 
piloil  from  (liN  isiou  returns  of  .\pril  4ili  and  5tli.  and  shows  (exclusive  of  two  regiments  and  one  batter,vnot  rejiortedt. 
ail  aggregate.  "  present  for  duty."  of  4t,s<i5.  Iiiiluded.  however,  in  these  figures  ar\>  such  iinnH-onibatants  .•».*  medi- 
cal offloers,  quaiteriiiasters.  chaplains,  iiinsieians.  hospital  stewaiils.  buglers,  etc..  etc.  Deducting  from  the  total 
above  given  the  "present  for  duty"  of  Lew  Wallace's  ilivision  (7.5C.41.  leaves  37.3;u  as  the  "present  for  duty  " 
(combatant  and  niin-comliataiit)  in  Gram's  army  on  the  morninsr  of  .\pril  6th.  The  actual  nunilior  of  efTi-etives 
is  no«liei(>  ollicially  reported,  nor  do  the  ■■  Ollieial  Uecords  "  aftoiil  any  information  as  to  the  uiimlHT  of  men 
bi-ciiight  by  liiiill  to  Grant's  assistance.  General  Buell  speaks  in  a  general  way  of  ••25.000  re<'"nforoenient«."  in- 
elnding  "Lew  Walliiee's  50(10."  General  Grant  says:  ■■  At  Sliiliih.  the  efeetive  stivngth  of  the  Union  fort'e.s  on  the 
iiii>riiiiig  of  the  6th  was  :!3,0(I0  men.  Lew  Wallace  brought  .MXXi  more  after  nightfall.  .  .  .  Exeluding  the  troops  who 
lied,  panie-atiickcu,  before  they  had  tired  a  shot,  theix'  was  not  a  time  during  the  6th  when  we  had  more  than 


THE  OPPOSING  FORCES  AT  SHILOH. 


^39 


25,000  men  inline.  Ou  tlie  Ttli  Buellbroui^lit  20,000  more  (Nelson's,  Crittenden's,  and  McCoot's  divisions).  Of  his 
remaining  two  divisions  Tliomas's  did  not  reacli  the  field  during  the  engagement;  Wood's  arrived  before  firing 
had  ceased,  but  not  in  time  to  be  of  much  service."  General  M.  F.  Force,  in  "  From  Fort  Henry  to  Corinth" 
(Charles  Scribner's  Sous),  says:  "The  reenforcements  of  Monday  numbered,  of  Buell's  army  about  25,000;  Lew 
Wallace's  6500;  other  regiments  about  1400."  General  Lew  Wallace  saye  In  his  rejiort  tliat  his  command  **did  not 
exceed  5000  meu  of  all  arms." 

THE   CONFEDERATE   ARMY. 

ARMY  OF  THE   MISSISSIPPI.— General  Albert  Sidney  Johuston  (k).    General  G.  T.  Beauregard. 


FtEST  AEJIY  CORPS— Major-Gen.  Leonldas  Polk. 
FIRST   DIVISION,  Brig.-Gen.  Charles   Clark  (w),  Brig.- 
Gen.  Alexander  P.  Stewart.    Staff  loss :  "W,  1. 

First  Brigade,  Col.  K.  M.  Russell:  11th  La..  Col.  S.  F. 
Marks  (w),  Lieut. -Col.  Robert  H.  Barrow;  12tli  Tenn., 
Lieut.-Col.  T.  H.  Bell,  Major  R.  P.  Caldwell;  13th  Teuu., 
Col.  A.  J.  Vaughau,  Jr.;   22d  Tenn.,  Col.  T.  J.  Freeman 


tart  (w),  Lieut.-Col.  WilUaiu  D.  Chadick;  1st  La.,  Col. 
Daniel  W.  Adams,  Maj.  F.  H.  Farrar,  Jr. ;  Ala.  Battery, 
Capt.  F.  H.  Robertson.  Brigade  loss  :  k,  129  ;  w,  597  ;  lu, 
103  =  829.  Second  Brigade,  Brig.-Gen.  James  R.  Chal- 
mers: 5th  Miss.,  Col.  A.  E.  Fant ;  7th  Miss.,  Lieut.-Col. 
H.  Maysou ;  9th  Miss.,  Lieut.-Col.  Willlaui  A.  Rankin 
(ra  w) ;  loth  Miss.,  Col.  R.  A.  Smith;  52d  Tenn.,  Col.  B.  J. 


(w);  Tenn.  Battery,  Capt.  Smith  P.  Baukhead.    Brigade      Lea;  Ala.  Battery,  Capt.  Charles  P.  Gage.  Brigade  loss  : 


loss:  k,  97;  w,  512  =609.  A'ccojirf  iScii/arfe,  Brig.-Gen.  Alex- 
ander P.  Stewart :  13th  Ark.,  Lieut.-Col.  A.  D.  Grayson 
(k).  Major  James  A.  McNeely  (w).  Col.  J.  C.  Tappan;  4tli 
Tenn.,  Col.  R.  P.  Neely,  Lieut.-Col.  O.  F.  Strahl;  5th 
Tenu.,  Lieut.-Col.  C.  D.  Veuable;  33d  Tenn.,  Col.  Alex- 
ander W.  Campbell  (w) ;  Miss.  Battery,  Capt.  T.  J.  Stan- 
ford. Brigade  loss :  k,  93 ;  w,  421 ;  m,  3  =  517. 
SECOND  DIVISION,  Major-Gen.  B.  F.  Cheatham  (w). 
Staff  loss  :  w,  1. 
First  Brigade,  Brig.-Gen.  Bushrod  R.  Johnson  (w). 
Col.  Preston  Smith  (w) :  Blythe's  Miss.,  Col.  A.  K.  Blythc 
(k),  Lieut.-Col.  D.  L.  Herron  (k).  Major  James  Moore;  2d 
Tenn.,  Ool.  J.  Knox  Walker;  15th  Teun.,  Lieut.-Col.  R. 
C.  Tyler  (w),  Mjyor  John  F.  Hearn;  154th  Tenn.  (senior), 
Col.  Preston  Smith,  Lieut.-Col.  Marcus  J.  Wright;  Tenn. 
Battery,  Capt.  Marshall  T.  Polk  (w).  Brigade  loss :  k, 
120;  w,  607;  m,  13  =  740.  Second  Brii/adc.  Col.  William 
H.  Stephens,  Col.  George  Maney:  7th  Ky..  Col.  Charles 
WickUffe  (m.  wi,  Lieut.-Col.  W.  D.  Lannom  ;  1st  Tenn.     _  ^ 

(battalion.,  Col.  George  Miiney  Ma,ior  H.  E.  Field  ;  6th     Thomas  H.  PeeMes^  Ark.  Batterle'^7captl  J.T/rrrgg  and 


k,  83:  w,  343;  m,  19=445.  TJiird  Brigade,  Brig.-Gen. 
John  K.  Jackson :  17th  Ala.,  Lieut.-Col.  Robert  C.  Farris ; 
18th  Ala.,  Col.  EU  S.  Shorter;  19th  Ala.,  Col.  Joseph 
Wheeler;  2d  Tex.,  Col.  John  C.  Moore,  Lieut.-Col.  W.  P. 
Rogers,  Maj.  H.  G.  Runnels;  Ga.  Battery,  Capt.  I.  P. 
Girardey.    Brigade  loss :  k,  86 ;  w,  364;  m,  194  =  644. 

THIRD  ARMY  CORPS,  Ma,l.-Gen.Wm.  J.Hardee  (w). 
First  Brigade.  Brig.-Gen.  T.  C.  Hindman  (commanded 
his  own  and  the  Third  Brigade),  Col.  R.  G.  Shaver:  2d 
Ark.,  Col.  ».  C.  Govau,  Maj.  R.  F.  Harvey;  6th  Ark.. 
Col.  A.  T.  Hawthorn;  7rn  Ark.,  Lieut.-Col.  John  M. 
Dean  (k),  Maj.  James  T.  Martin;  3d  Confederate,  Col. 
John  S.  Marmaduke ;  Miss.  Battery,  Capt.  Charles 
.Swett.  Brigade  loss:  k,  109;  w,  546;  m,  38  =  693.  Second 
Brigade,  Brig.-Gen.  P.  R.  Cleburne:  15th  Ark.,  Lieut.- 
Col.  A.  K.  Patton  (k);  6th  Miss.,  Col.  J.  J.  Thornton  (w), 
Capt.  W.  A.  Harper;  2d  Teuu.,  Col.  W.  B.  Bate  (w),  Lieut.- 
Col.  D.  L.  Goodall ;  5th  Tenn.,  Col.  Ben.  J.  Hill ;  23d  Tenn., 
Lieut.-Col.  James  F.  Neill  (w) ;  24th  Tenn.,  Lieut.-Col. 


Tenn.,  Lieut.-Col.  T.  P.  Jones,  Col,  W.  H.  Stephens  :  9th 
Tenn.,  Col.  H.  L.  Douglass ;  Miss.  Battery,  Capt.  Jlelanc- 
thon  Smith.  Brigade  loss  :  k,  75  ;  w,  413;  m,  3  =491.  Cav- 
alry :  1st  Miss.,  Col.  A.  J.  Lindsay ;  Miss,  and  Ala.  Bat- 
talion, Lieut.-Col.  R.  H.  Brewer.  Cavalry  loss :  k,  5 ;  w,  12 ; 
m,  2  =  19.     Unattached  :  47th  Tenn..  Col.  M.  R.  Hill. 

SECOND  ARMY  CORPS,  Major-Gen.  Braxton  Bragg. 
Escort :  Alabama  Cavalry,  Capt.  E.  W.  Smith. 

FIRST  DIVISION,  Brig.-Gen.  Daniel  Ruggles.  First 
Brigade,  Col.  Randall  L.  Gibson  :  1st  Ark.,  Col.  James     Brigade  loss  :  k,  107  ;  w,  600;  m,  38 


J.  H.  Calvert.  Brigade  loss :  k,  188  ;  w,  790 ;  m,  65  =  1043. 
TJiird  Brigade.  Brig.-Gen.  S.  A.  M.  Wood,  Col.  W.  K.  Pat- 
terson itciiiporarilyl  :  ictli  Ala.,  Lieut. -Ciil.  J  W.  Harris; 
8th  Ark..  Cnl.  W.  K.  Patti-rsiiu;  ntli  .\rk.  (l>;ittalii)ni.  Maj. 
J.  H.  Kelly;  3d  Miss.  Battalion,  Maj.  A.  B.  Hardcastle; 
27th  Tenn.,  Col.  Chris.  H.  WiUiams  (k),  Maj.  Samuel  T. 
Lcive  (m  w) ;  44th  Tenn.,  Col.  C.  A.  McDaniel ;  55tli  Tenn., 
Col.  James  L.  McKoin ;  Miss.  Battery,  Capt.  W.  L.  Harper 
(w),  Lieut.  Put.  Darden ;  Ga.  Dragoons,  Capt.  I.W.  Avery. 


F.  Fagan ;  4th  La.,  Col.  H.  W.  Allen  (\v),  Lieut. -Col.  S. 
E.  Hunter;  13th  La.,  Major  A.  P.  Avegno  (m  w),  Capt. 
S.  O'Leary  (w),  Capt.  E.  M.  Dnbroca;  19th  La.,  Col.  Ben- 
jamin L.  Hodge,  Lieut.-Col.  J.  M.  Hollingsworth.  Bri- 
gade loss :  k,  97 ;  w,  483 ;  m,  97  =  682.  Second  Brigade, 
Brig.-Gen.  Patton  Anderson :  IstFla.  Battalion,  Major  T. 
A.  MeDonell  (w),  Capt.  W.  G.  Poole,  Capt.  W.  C.  Bird; 
17th  La.,  Lieut.-Col.  Charles  Jones  (w);  20th  La.,  Col. 
August  Reichard  ;  9th  Texas,  Col.  W.  A.  Stanley  ;  Con- 
federate Guards  Response  Battalion.  Major  Franklin 
H.  Clack;  5th  Company  Washington  (La.)  Artillery, 
Capt.  W.  I.  Hodgson.  Brigade  loss :  k.  69 ;  w,  313 ;  m, 
52  =  434.  Third  Brigade.  Col.  Preston  Pond.  Jr.:  16th 
La.,  Maj.  Daniel  Gober;  18th  La.,  Col.  Alfred  Mouton 
(w),  Lieut.-Col.  A.  Roman;    Crescent  (La.)  Regt.,  Col. 


RESERVE  CORPS,  Brig.-Gen.  John  C.  Breckinridge. 
First  Brigade,  Col.  Robert  P.  Trabue :  4th  Ala.  Batt., 

Mnj.  J.  M.  Clifton  :  31st  Ala.,  Lieut.-Col. Galbraith  ; 

3d  Ky.,  Lieut.-Col.  Ben.  Anderson  (w) ;  4th  Ky., 
Lieut.-Col.  A.  R.  Hynes  (w) ;  5th  Ky.,  Col.  Thomas 
H.  Hunt;  6th  Ky.,  Col.  Joseph  H.  Lewis;  Tenn.  Battal. 
ion,  Lieut.-Col.  J.  M.  Crews :  Ky.  Battery,  Capt.  Ed- 
ward P.  Byrne ;  Ky.  Battery,  Capt.  Kobei't  Cobb. 
Brigade  loss  :  k,  151 ;  w,  557;  m,  92  =  800.  Second  Brigade, 
Brig.-Gen.  John  S.  Bowen  (w).  Col.  John  D.  Martin  :  9th 
Ark.,  Col.  Isaac  L.  Dunlop ;  10th  Ark.,  Col.  T.  D.  Merrick ; 
2d  Confederate,  Col.  ,Tohn  D.  Martin,  Maj.  Thomas  H. 
Mangum ;  1st  Mo.,  Col.  Lucius  L.  Rich;  Miss.  Battery, 
Capt.  .Alfred  Hudson.  Bri.gade  loss:  k,  98;  w,  498;  m,  28  = 
624.    Tliird  Brigade,  Col.  W.  S.  Statham  :  15th  Miss. ; 


MarshaU   J.  Smith;    Orleans    Guard  BattaUon.   Major     jjj;,^^  .  mth Tenn.,  Col. D  H.  Cummings:  20th  Tenn!,' Col 


Leon  Querouze  ( w) ;  38th  Tenn.,  Col.  E.  F.  Looncy ;  Ala 
Battery,  Capt.  Wm.  H.  Ketchum.    Brigade  loss:  k.  89; 
w,  336  :  m,  169=  594.     Cavalry  :  Ala.  BattaUon,  Capt.  T. 
F.  Jenkins.     Cavalry  loss,  k,  2  ;  w,  6  ;  m,  1  =  9. 
SECOND  DIVISION,  Biig.-Gen.  Jones  M.  Withers.    First 


3.  A.  Battle  (c) ;  28th  Tenn.  ;  45th  Tenn.,  Lieut.-Col.  E. 
F.  Lytle;  Tenn.  Battery,  Capt.  A.  M.  Eutledge.  Brigade 
loss  :  k,  137  :  w,  627  ;  m,  45  =  809. 

TROOPS  NOT  MENTIONED  IN  THE  FOREGOING  LIST.     CaV- 


Brigade,  Brig.-Gen.  A.  H.  Gladden  (m  w).  Col.  Daniel  airy  :  Tenu.  Regt.,  Col.  N.  B.  Forrest  iw)  ;  Ada.  Regt., 
W.  Adams  (w).  Col.  Z.  C.  Deas  (w) :  21st  Ala.,  Licut.-Col.  Col.  James  H.  Clanton;  Texas  Re.gt.,  Col.  John  A.  Whar- 
S.  W.  Cnyce,  Maj.  F.  Stewart ;  22d  Ala.,  Col.  Z.  C.  Deas,  ton  (w)  ;  Ky.  Squadron,  Capt.  John  H.  Morgan.  Artil- 
Lieut.-Col.  John  C.  Marrast ;  25th  Ala.,  Col.  J.  Q.  Loomis  lerg :  Ark.  Battery,  Capt.  George  T.  Hubbard  ;  Tenn. 
(w),  Maj.  George  D.  Johnston ;  26th  Ala.,  Col.  J.  G.  Col-     Battery,  Capt.  H.  L.  W.  MeClung. 

The  total  Confederate  loss,  as  officially  reported,  was  1728  killed,  8012  wounded,  and  959  missing  =  10,699. 

According  to  a  field  return  for  April  3d,  1862  ("  Official  Records,"  Vol.  X,  398),  the  effective  strength  of  the  Con- 
federate forces  that  marched  from  Corinth  was  as  follows  :  Infantry,  34,727;  artillery,  1973  ;  cavalry,  2073,— or  an 
aggregate  of  38,773.  The  47th  Tennessee  Regimeut  reached  the  field  on  the  7th  with  probably  550  men,  making  in 
all  39,323.  Another  return  ("  Official  Records,"  Vol.  X.,  396)  gives  the  following  "  effective  total  before  the  battle  "  : 
Infantry  and  artillery,  35,953 ;  cavalry,  4382,— grand  total,  40,335. 
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jURINGr  the  angiy  ijolitical  sti'ife  which  pre- 
ceded the  contest  of  arms,  General  Albert 
Sidney  Johnston  5,-  remained  silent,  stem,  and  sor- 
rowful. He  determined  to  stand  at  his  post  in 
San  Francisco,  perfonning  his  fnll  duty  as  an 
officer  of  the  United  States,  until  events  should 
ii(|uire  a  decision  as  to  his  course.  When 
TiXtis  —  his  adopted  State  —  passed  the  ordi- 
nance of  secession  from  the  Union,  the  alterna- 
tive was  presented,  and,  on  the  day  he  heard  the 
news,  he  resigned  his  commission  in  the  army. 

ALBERT    aiDNEr    JOHNSTON     AT     THE    AGE     OF    35.  -----  l.iir?.  Ill  1  A  •  A 

FRo« .  M,N,.Tu«  8»  THOMAS  cAMPBEu,  FAiNTEo ,.  He  Kcpt  thc  tact  coucealcd,  however,  lest  it 
might  stii-  up  disaffection  among  the  turbulent 
poijulatiou  of  the  Pacific  Coast.  He  said,  "  I  shall  do  my  duty  to  the  last, 
and,  when  absolved,  shall  take  my  coiu'se."  All  honest  and  competent  wit- 
nesses now  accord  that  he  carried  out  this  purpose  in  letter  and  spirit. 
General  Sumner,  who  relieved  him,  reported  that  he  found  him  "  carrj^ing 
out  the  orders  of  the  Government." 

Mr.  Lincoln's  Administration  treated  General  Johnston  with  a  distrust 
which  wounded  his  pride  to  the  quick,  but  afterward  made  such  amends  as  it 
could,  by  sending  him  a  major-general's  commission.  He  was  also  assiu'ed 
through  confidential  soiu-ces  that  he  would  receive  the  highest  command  in 
the  Federal  army.  But  he  declined  to  take  part  against  his  o^vu  people,  and 
retired  to  Los  Angeles  with  the  intention  of  farming.  There  he  was  sub- 
jected to  an  irritating  surveillance;  while  at   the   same  time  there  came 


i  For  extended  treatment  of  this  sul>ject,  see 
"  The  Life  of  General  .Albert  Sidney  Johnston," 
by  Williafn  Preston  Johnston  (D.  Appleton  &  Co.), 
upon  which  Colonel  .Johnston  has  drawn  freely  in 
the  preparation  of  this  paper. — Editors. 

3>  General  .Johnston  was  of  New  England  de- 
scent, though  both  he  and  his  mother  were  of 
pioneer  stock,  and  natives  of  Kentucliy.  His 
father  was  the  village  phy.sician.  He  was  born 
February  3d,  1  SO:?,  in  Mason  County,  Kentucky. 
He  was  "  a  handsome,  proud,  manly,  earnest,  and 
self-reliant  boy,"  "grave  and  thouglitrnl.''  His 
early  education  was  desultory,  Vmt  was  continued 
at  Transylvania  and  at  West  Point,  whei'o  he 
evinced  superior  talents  for  mathematics,  and  was 
gr.aduated  in  1Sl"C),  He  was  a  lieutenant  of  the 
(ith  Infantry,  from  1S127  to  1S;!4,  when  he  re- 
signed. His  only  active  service  during  this  period 
was  the  Black  Hawk  war,  in  which  he  won  consid- 
eralde  distinction.  In  IS'JO  he  married  Miss  Hen- 
rietta Preston,  who  died  in  ISS."!,  In  l.^:>(;  lie 
joined  the  army  of  the  young  republic  of  Texas, 


and  rapidly  rose  to  the  chief  command.  In  1S3!) 
he  was  Secretary  of  War,  and  expelled  the  intrud- 
ing United  States  Indians,  after  two  battles  on  the 
River  Xeches,  He  served  one  campaign  in  Mexico 
under  General  Tayloi'.  and  was  recommended  by 
that  commander  as  a  brigsulier-geueral  for  his  con- 
duct at  Monterey,  but  was  allowed  no  command 
by  the  Ailministratiou,  In  IS-t;>  he  married  Miss 
Eliza  Griffin,  ami  retired  to  a  plantation  in  Brazoria 
County.  Texas,  where  he  spent  three  years  in  se- 
clusion and  sti-aitened  circumstances.  In  1840  he 
was  appointed  a  pa.vumster  by  President  Taylor, 
and  served  in  Texas  until  IS.'i.'i,  when  he  was 
made  colonel  of  the  'Jd  Cavalry  V\v  l>n>sident 
Pierce,  In  lS,"i7  he  conducted  the  remarkable 
expedition  to  Utah,  in  which  he  saved  the  United 
States  army  there  from  a  frightful  disaster  by  bis 
|>rudence  ami  executive  ability.  He  reniaine<i  in 
connuand  in  Utah  until  the  summer  of  1  StiO,  which 
he  passed  with  his  family  in  Kentucky.  In  Decem- 
ber of  that  year  he  was  assigned  to  the  command 
of  t  he  Pacific  Coast.— W.  P,  J. 
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across  mountain  and  desert  the  voice  of  the  Southern  people  calling  to  him 
for  help  in  their  extremity.  |  His  heart  and  intellect  both  recognized  their 
claim  upon  his  services,  and  he  obeyed.  At  this  time  he  wrote,  "No  one 
could  feel  more  sensibly  the  calamitous  condition  of  our  country  than  my- 
self, and  whatever  part  I  may  take  hereafter,  it  will  always  be  a  subject  of 
gi-atulation  with  me  that  no  act  of  mine  ever  contributed  to  bring  it  about. 
I  suppose  the  difficulties  now  will  only  be  adjusted  liy  the  sword.  In  my 
humble  judgment,  that  was  not  the  remedy." 

When  he  arrived  in  the  new  Confederacy,  his  coming  was  welcomed  with 
a  spontaneous  outburst  of  popular  enthusiasm,  and  deputations  from  the 
West  preceded  him  to  Richmond,  entreating  his  assignment  to  that  depart- 
ment. President  Davis  said  that  he  regarded  his  coming  as  of  more  worth 
than  the  accession  of  an  army  of  ten  thousand  men  ;  and  on  the  10th  of  Seji- 
tember,  1861,  he  was  intrusted  with  the  defense  of  that  part  of  the  Confed- 
erate States  which  lay  west  of  the  Alleghany  Mountains,  except  the  Gulf  Coast 
(Bragg  having  control  of  the  coast  of  West  Florida  and  Alabama,  and  Mans- 
field Lovell  of  the  coast  of  Mississippi  and  Louisiana).    His  command  was 


I  The  following  statement  was  written  in  re- 
sponse to  an  inquiry  by  the  editors  as  to  the  details 
of  the  offer  of  high  command  referred  to  by  Colo- 
nel Johnston : 

"  The  eireiimstanees  which  gave  rise  to  the  ex- 
pressed desire  of  the  Administration  in  1S61  to 
retain  General  Albert  Sidney  Johnston  in  the 
Federal  army  were  as  follows  :' 

"  Early  in  April,  1861,  while  on  duty  in  the  ad- 
jutant-general's office  in  Washington,  I  learned 
that  Colonel  Sumner  had  been  disi^atehed  incog. 
to  California,  with  secret  orders  to  assume  com- 
mand of  the  Department  of  the  Paeifle,  and  that 
this  unusual  course  had  been  prompted  by  the 
fear  that  the  forts  and  arsenals  and  garrisons 
on  that  coast  would  be  placed  in  the  hands  of 
the  secessionists  by  General  Johnston,  the  then 
commander,  who  was  reported  to  be  arranging 
to  do  so. 

"  I  had  just  received  a  letter  from  General  John- 
ston expressing  his  pleasure  at  the  large  and 
handsome  parade  of  State  troops  in  San  Fran- 
cisco, on  February  22d,  and  at  the  undoubted 
loyalty  to  the  Union  cause  of  the  whole  Pacific 
coast,  and  also  his  earnest  hope  that  the  patriotic 
spirit  manifested  in  California  existed  as  strongly 
in  all  other  States,  and  would  as  surely  be  main- 
tained by  them  as  it  would  be  in  the  Pacific  States 
in  case  of  attempted  secession. 

"Fearing  the  effect  of  the  superseding  orders 
upon  a  high-toned  and  sensitive  officer,  one  whom 
I  esteemed  as  a  brother,  and  earnestly  desired  to 
be  secured  to  our  cause,  I  induced  Major  McDow- 
ell to  show  the  letter  to  Secretary  Cameron,  and 
to  urge  every  effort  to  keep  General  Johnston 
from  leaving  the  service.  His  superior  qualifica- 
tions, his  influence  among  prominent  citizens  at 
the  South,  and  especially  among  his  relatives  in 
his  native  State,  Kentucky, —  which  it  was  exceed- 
ingly desirable  to  keep  in  the  Union, —  were  strong 


inducements  to  these  efforts.  My  desire  was  met 
as  cordially  and  earnestly  as  it  existed,  and  I 
was  authorized  to  send,  as  I  did  through  my 
friend  '  Ben '  Hoiliday,  in  New  York,  for  trans- 
mission by  telegraph  to  St.  Louis,  and  thence  by 
his  '  pony  express  '  to  San  Francisco,  the  follow- 
ing message :  '  I  take  the  greatest  pleasure  in 
assui'ing  you,  for  the  Secretary  of  War,  that  he 
has  the  utmost  confidence  in  you,  and  will  give 
you  the  most  important  command  and  trust  on 
your  arrival  here.  Sidney  is  appointed  to  the 
Military  Academy.'  This  message  reached  Gen- 
eral Johnston  after  the  arrival  of  Colonel  Sumner. 

"  In  response  to  the  above,  and  by  the  same 
channel  of  communication,  I  received  this  mes- 
sage :  '  I  thank  you  and  my  friends  for  efforts  in 
my  behalf.  I  have  resigned,  and  resolved  to  follow 
the  fortunes  of  my  State.'  His  letter  of  resigna- 
tion was  soon  received,  and  put  an  end  to  all 
hope,  especially  as  Texas  —  which  had  then  se- 
ceded—  was  his  adopted  State. 

"  I  felt  in  1S61,  as  I  now  know,  that  the  asser- 
tion that  General  Johnston  intended  to  turn  over 
to  the  secessionists  the  defenses  of  California,  or 
any  part  of  the  regular  army,  was  false  and  ab- 
surd. Under  no  circumstances,  even  if  intended, 
could  such  a  plan  have  succeeded,  especially  with 
the  regular  army.  But  no  such  breach  of  trust 
was  intended,  nor  would  any  graduate  of  West 
Point  in  the  army  have  committed  or  permitted  it. 
It  had  no  better  foundation  than  the  statement  of 
Senator  Conness  of  California,  who  three  years 
later  urged  and  secured  the  assignment  of  Gen- 
eral McDowell  to  command  on  the  Pacific  coast, 
on  the  ground  that  after  the  war  for  the  Union 
should  have  ended  there  would  be  in  California  a 
more  powerful  rebellion  than  that  then  existing 
among  the  Southern  States. 

"  FiTz  John  Porter. 

"New  Yokk.  December  8,  1884." 
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GKNERAL    ALBERT    SIDXEV    JOHNSTCIN     AT    TlIK     Alt 
FROM  A    PHOTOGRAPH    TAKEN    IN    SALT    LAKE 


OF    HFTY-SEVES. 
TTV    IX    1860. 


The  appcarauce  of  (Tencral  Albert  Sidney  Jiibnstoii 
before  the  war  is  described  as  both  coiuiiiandiii,ff  and 
attractive.  In  some  vespocts  the  l)nRt  of  Alexander 
Hamilton  is  tlw  UrsI  .'\i:iiii  liKciu'ss  of  him,  n  reseni- 
hlance  very  frcciinnilv  1.111:11  Iv.i  I  Ilis  clicTk-bones  were 
rather  liijjh.  and  w  itli  lii^  imsr  nml  complexion  irave  liim 
a  Scotch  look.  His  chin  was  delicate  and  handsome; 
his  tcith  were  white  and  rejinlar,  and  his  nmnth  was 
sipiarc  and  firm.  In  the  jiortrait  by  Bnsh  taken  abont 
this  time,  his  lips  seem  rather  full,  but  as  they  are 
best  rcmcmbcri'd,  they  were  somewhat    thin  and  very 


tirmly  set.  Lii-'ht-brown  hair  clnstored  over  a  noble 
forehead,  and  from  under  licavy  lin>ws  his  di-oivset 
but  clear,  steady  eyes  looked  stnuKht  nt  yon  with  a 
resrard  kind  and  siueere.  yet  ponetratinp.  In  rein>se  his 
eyes  were  as  bine  as  the  sky.  but  in  excitement  they 
flashed  to  a  steel-jmty.  and  exerted  a  reniarkaWe  power 
over  men.  He  was  six  feet  and  an  inch  in  height,  of 
about  ime  hundred  and  eichty  jiounds  welsht,  straisrht 
as  an  arrow,  with  brt>ad.  square  shoulders  and  a  mass- 
ive chest  He  was  strong  and  active,  and  of  a  military 
bearinj:  — W.  V.  J. 


imperitxl  in  extent,  and  his  powers  and  diseretioii  as  large  as  the  theory-  of 
the  Confederate  (loveniraent  permitted.  He  hioked  nothing  exeept  meu, 
munitions  of  war,  and  the  means  of  obtaining  them.  He  had  the  right  to  ask 
for  anything,  and  the  State  ExiH'utives  had  tlie  power  to  witlihold  everything. 
The  Mississippi  River  di\'ided  his  department  into  two  distinct  theatoi-s  of 
war.  West  of  the  river,  Fremont  heUl  Missouri  Avith  a  foi'oe  of  from  60,0tX) 
to  80,000  Federals,  confronted  bv  Price  and  McCuUoch  in  the  extreme  south- 
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west  corner  of  the  State  with  6000  men,  and  by  Hardee,  in  north-eastern 
Ai-kansas,  with  about  as  many  raw  recruits  down  with  camp  diseases  and 
unable  to  move.  East  of  the  Mississippi,  the  northern  boundary  of  Ten- 
nessee was  barely  in  his  possession,  and  was  held  under  sufferance  from 
an  enemy  who,  for  various  reasons,  hesitated  to  advance.  The  Mississippi 
opened  the  way  to  a  ruinous  naval  / 

invasion  unless  it  could  be  de-  ^^y  '-'v  ^'^~y^^-y  ^-i^^-^^^ 
feuded  and  held.  Grant  was  at 
Cau'o  and  Paducah  with  20,000 
men ;  and  Polk,  to  oppose  his  in- 
vasion, had  seized  Columbus,  Ky., 
with  about  11,000  Confederates, 
and  had  fortified  it. 


J2^^ 


-'£'t—-^^^^'--r 


Tennessee     autograph  fodxd  inside  the  cover   of   general  john- 

.       .   -,       -,  „  ,  ,  SIGN'S     POCKET-MAP    OP    TENNESSEE,     AND     WRITTEN 

was  twice  divided  :    first  by  the  three  days  before  the  battle  of  shiloh— 

m  -I-,-  T     iT  1  il  probably    his    LAST    AUTOGRAPH. 

Tennessee  Kiver,  and  then  by  the 

Cumberland,  both  of  which  iiiAdted  the  advance  of  a  hostile  force.  Some 
smaU  pretense  of  fortifications  had  been  made  on  both  rivers  at  Forts  Henry 
and  Donelson,  near  the  boundary  line,  but  practically  there  was  nothing  to 
prevent  the  Federal  army  from  capturing  ]Srash\ane,  then  the  most  important 
depot  of  supplies  west  of  the  AUeghanies.  Hence  the  immediate  and  press- 
ing question  for  G-eneral  Johnston  was  the  defense  of  the  Tennessee  border. 
The  mock  neutrality  of  Kentucky,  which  had  served  as  a  paper  barrier,  was 
terminated,  on  the  13th  of  September,  by  a  formal  defiance  from  the  Union 
Legislatui'e  of  Kentucky.  The  United  States  Government  had  al^out  34,000 
volunteers  and  about  6000  Kentucky  Home  Guards  assemliled  in  the  State 

under  General  Robert  Anderson,  of  Fort 
Sumter  fame,  who  had  with  him  such  en- 
terprising corps  commanders  as  Sherman, 
Thomas,  and  Nelson. 

The  Confederacy  had  some  foui'  thousand 
ill-armed  and  ill-equipped  troops  at  Cum- 
l)erland  Gap  under  General  ZoUicoffer, 
gnardiug  the  only  line  of  railroad  com- 
munication between  Virginia  and  Tennes- 
see, and  overawing  the  Union  population 
of  East  Tennessee.  This  hostile  section 
penetrated  the  heart  of  the  Confederacy 
like  a  wedge  and  flanked  and  weakened 
General  Johnston's  line  of  defense,  requir- 
ing, as  it  did,  constant  vigilance  and 
repression. 

Besides  ZoUicoffer's  force,  General  John- 
ston found  only  4000  men  available  to  pro- 
tect his 'whole  line  against  40,000  Federal 
troops.     There  were,  it  is  true,  some  four 

BIRTHPLACE    OF  ALBERT    SIDNEY  JOHNSTON,  •,  •  £ 
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iu.stiaiction,  but  they  were  sick 
and  not  half  armed.  Of  course 
he  might  have  abandoned  the 
Mississippi  River  to  Grant  and 
brought  Polk  to  his  aid,  but 
he  had  no  thought  of  that; 
that  would  have  been  all  which 
the  Federals  could  have  asked. 
The  Ijoldest  poUcy  seemed  to 
him  the  best,  and  he  resolved 
on  a  daiiug  step.  On  Sejitem- 
ber  17th  he  threw  foi"ward  his 
whole  force  of  four*  thousand 
men  under  Buckner  by  raU 
into  Kentucky  and  seized  Bowling  Green.  It  was  a  mere  skinnish  line  to  mask 
his  own  weakness.  But  if  he  could  maintain  it,  even  tempoi'ai'ily,  it  gave  him 
immense  strategic  and  political  advantages,  and,  most  of  all,  time  to  collect  or 
create  an  army.  Aiad  then  (I  hold  in  spite  of  some  dilettante  criticism)  it  gave 
him  a  formidable  line,  with  Cuml^erland  Gap  and  Columbus  as  the  extremities 
and  Bowling  Green  as  the  salient. 

The  result  more  than  answered  his  expectations.  Buckner's  advance  pro- 
duced the  wildest  consternation  in  the  Federal  lines.  Even  Sherman,  wi-iting 
thirteen  years  later,  speaks  of  a  picket  which  biu-ned  a  bridge  thu'ty  miles  from 
Louis\T.lle  as  a  "  division."  As  late  as  November  10th,  ISGl,  he  said :  '*  If  John- 
ston chooses,  he  could  march  into  Louis'^'ille  any  day."  The  effect  of  the  move- 
ment was  for  a  time  to  paralyze  the  Federal  army  and  put  it  on  the  defensive. 


FOET  ANDEESON,  PADUCAH,  IN  APRIL,  1862.     FEOM  A  LITHOGRAPH. 


'^'^XS^-^  ^- 


.1'- 

J. 


>Vj 


cull      1)1  1  <   1  '—      I!  1\\  I     \        I  1  1  I  N  —  nil        Dill    IM   H\  V    (>\     IlKf*.-    1  AlMIlt  I  ROM     I    I  ITIK'H  1    M  11 

On  till  lull  an    -mi  tin   (diUmUi  itc  foitiHi  itu>ii8  iicttid  b\   lieiunl  Buckiiir 


ALBERT  SIDNEY  JOHNSTON  AT  SHILOH. 


545 


General  Joliustou  had  made  the  oppoi'tuuity  required  by  the  South,  if  it 
meant  seriously  to  maintain  its  independence.  He  had  secured  time  for  prep- 
aration ;  but  it  neglected  the  chance,  and  never  recovered  it.  He  at  once 
strongly  fortified  Bowling  Grreen,  and  used  every  measui'e  to  stu*  up  and  rally 
the  Kentuckians  to  his  standard.  He  brought  Hardee  with  fom*  thousand 
men  from  Arkansas,  and  kept  his  little  force  in  such  constant  motion  as  to 
produce  the  impression  of  a  large  army  menacing  an  attack.  Even  before 
Buckner  advanced,  Greneral  Johnston  had  sent  to  the  Southern  governors  an 
appeal  for  arms  and  a  call  for  fifty  thousand  men.  Harris  of  Tennessee 
alone  responded  heartily,  and  the  Government  at  Richmond  seemed  unable 
to  reenforce  him  or  to  arm  the  troops  he  had.  Many  difficulties  embarrassed 
it,  and  not  half  his  men  were  armed  that  winter ;  while  up  to  the  middle  of 
November  he  received  only  three  new  regiments.  General  Johnston  realized 
the  magnitude  of  the  struggle,  but  the  i)eople  of  the  South  only  awoke  to  it 
when  it  was  too  late.  Calamity  then  stu'red  them  to  an  ineffectual  resist- 
ance, the  heroism  of  which  removed  the  reproach  of  their  early  vainglory 
and  apathy.  General  Johnston  never  was  able  to  assemble  more  than  22,000 
men  at  Bowling  Green,  to  confront  the  100,000  troops  opposed  to  him  on 
that  line. 

The  only  battle  of  note  that  occurred  that  faU  was  at  Belmont,  opposite 
Columbus,  in  which  Polk  scored  a  -vdctory  over  Grant.  General  Johnston 
wi-ote  as  follows  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  on  Christmas  Day,  from  Bowling 
Green :  "  The  position  of  General  ZoUicoffer  on  the  Cumberland  holds  in 
check  the  meditated  invasion  and  hoped-for  revolt  in  East  Tennessee ;  but  I 
can  neither  order  ZoUicoffer  to  join  me  here  nor  withdraw  any  more  force 
from  Columbus  "svithout  imperiling  our  communications  toward  Richmond 
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or  endangering  Tennessee  and  the  Mississippi  Valley.  This  I  have  resolved 
not  to  do,  but  haA-e  chosen,  on  the  contrary,  to  jiost  my  inadequate  force 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  hold  the  enemy  in  check,  guard  the  frontier,  and 
hold  the  Barren  [Eiver]  till  the  winter  terminates  the  campaign ;  or,  if  any 
fault  in  his  movements  is  committed,  or  his  lines  liecome  exposed  when 
his  force  is  developed,  to  attack  him  as  opportunity  oft'ers."  This  smns  the 
situation. 

In  January,  1862,  Greneral  Johnston  found  himself  confronted  liy  Halleck 
in  the  West,  and  by  Buell,  who  had  succeeded  Sherman,  iu  Kentucky.  With 
the  exception  of  the  army  under  Curtis  in  Missoru'i,  alioiit  twelve  thousand 
strong,  the  whole  resom'ces  of  the  North-west,  from  Pennsylvania  to  the 
plains,  wei'e  turned  against  General  Johnston's  lines  iu  Kentucky.  Halleck, 
with  armies  at  C-airo  and  Paducah,  under  Grrant  and  0.  F.  Smith,  threatened 
0(|ually  Columlius,  the  key  of  the  Mississijipi  River,  and  the  water-lines 
of  the  C'Umberland  and  Tennessee,  with  their  defenses,  at  Forts  Donelson  and 
Henry.  Buell's  right  wing  also  menaced  Donelson  and  Henry,  while  his  cen- 
ter was  directed  against  Bowling  Green,  and  his  left  was  advancing  against 
Zolhcotfer  at  Mill  Springs,  on  the  Upper  Cuml)erland.  If  this  last-named 
position  could  b(^  forced,  the  way  seemed  open  to  East  Tennessee  ou  the  one 
hand,  and  to  Naslnolle  on  the  other. 

The  campaign  opened  with  the  defeat  of  the  Confederates  under  Crittenden 
;nid  ZoUicoffer,  January  19th,  18(5i!,  by  General  Thomas,  at  Mill  Springs,  or 
Fishing  Creek.  The  lighting  was  forced  by  the  Confederates,  but  the  whole 
affair  was  in  disi'cgard  of  (u'ucral  Johnston's  orders.  Tlie  loss  was  not  severe, 
but  it  ended  iu  a  rout  which  left  General  Johnston's  right  tlank  exposed. 
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There  has  been  much  discussion  as  to  who  originated  the  movement  up 
the  Tennessee  Eiver.  Grraut  ntade  it,  and  it  made  Grant.  It  was  obvious 
enough  to  all  the  leaders  on  both  sides.    General  Johnston  wrote,  January  22d : 

"  To  suppose,  with  the  facilities  of  movement  by  water  which  the  well-filled  rivers  of  the 
Ohio,  Cumberland,  and  Tennessee  give  for  active  operations,  that  they  will  suspend  them  in 
Tennessee  and  Kentucky  during  the  winter  months  is  a  delusion.  AU  the  resoiu-ces  of  the 
Confederacy  are  now  needed  for  the  defense  of  Tennessee." 

Great  efforts  were  made  to  g-uard  against  it,  but  the  popular  fatuity  and 
apathy  prevented  adequate  px'eparations.  General  Polk  says  in  a  report, 
"  The  principal  difficulty  in  the  way  of  a  successful  defense  of  the  rivers 
in  question  was  the  want  of  an  adequate  force."  It  was  only  one  of  a  number 
of  i30ssible  and  equally  fatal  movements,  which  could  not  have  been  properly 
met  and  resisted  except  by  a  larger  force  than  was  to  be  had.  General  John- 
ston could  not  reduce  the  force  at  Columbus  without  imperiling  the  Missis- 
sippi River,  and  this  was  not  even  debatable.  Nor  could  he  hazard  the  loss  of 
Nash\Tlle,  if  it  could  be  saved.  He  was  compelled,  therefore,  to  take  the  risk 
at  Forts  Henry  and  Donelson.     The  thi'ust  was  made  at  Henry,  and  it  fell. 

As  soon  as  General  Johnston  learned  of  the  movement  against  Fort  Henry 
he  resolved  to  faU  back  to  the  line  of  the  Cumberland,  and  make  the  defense 
of  ]Srash\'ille  at  Donelson.  Buell  was  in  his  front  with  90,000  men,  and  to 
save  XashA-ille — Buell's  objective  point — he  had  to  faU  back  upon  it  with  part 
of  his  army.  He  kept  for  this  purpose  14,000  men,  including  his  sick, — only 
8500  effectives  in  all, — 'to  confront  Buell's  90,000  men,  and  concentrated  at 
Fort  Donelson  17,000  men  under  Floyd,  Pillow,  and  Buckner,  his  three  most 
experienced  generals,  to  meet  Grant,  who  had  28,000  troops,  but  was  reported 
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as  having  only  12,000.  He  certainly  reserved  for  himself  the  more  difficult 
task,  the  place  of  gi'eater  hazard,  leaving  the  chance  of  gloiy  to  others.  The 
proposition  that  he  should  have  left  Nashville  open  to  captiu'e  by  Buell,  and 
should  have  taken  all  his  troops  to  Donelson,  could  not  have  been  seriortsly 
considered  by  any  general  of  even  moderate  militaiy  capacity.  General 
Beauregard  alleges   that   he   ui-ged    General   Johnston   to   concentrate    all 

his  available  forces  and 
attack  Grant  at  Fort 
Heniy.  Conclusive  con- 
temporary e\-iden<-e  de- 
mousti-ates  that  General 
Beaiu'egard's  memory  is 
at  fault.  But,  this  aside, 
no  more  fatal  plan  of 
campaign  could  have 
been  proposed.  Such 
a  coucenti'ation  was  im- 
practicable within  the 
limits  of  the  time  re- 
quired for  success.  The 
Confederates  would  have 
been  met  by  a  superior 
force  under  General 
Grant,  whose  position, 
flanked  by  the  batteries 
of  Fort  Heniy,  covereil 
by  gun-l)oats,  and  to  be 
approached  only  over 
causeways  not  then  con- 
structed, was  absolutely  impregnable.  It  requires  an  utter  tlisregard  of 
facts  seriously  to  consider  such  a  project.  Moreover,  this  movement  would 
have  been  an  abandonment  to  BueU  of  iS!"ash%'ille,  the  objective  ]Knnt  of  the 
Federal  campaign.  And,  finally,  this  desperate  project,  commended  by  Gen- 
eral Beauregard,  was  exactly  what  the  Union  generals  were  striding,  hoping, 
planning,  to  compel  General  Johnston  to  do.  The  answer  to  any  criticism  as 
to  the  loss  of  the  army  at  Donelson  is  that  it  oiif/ht  not  to  hare  been  lost.  That 
is  all  there  is  of  it. 

At  midnight  of  February  15th-16th  General  Johnston  receivt>d  a  telegram 
announcing  a  great  ^^ctory  at  Donelson,  and  before  dayliglit  information 
that  it  would  be  si;rrendered.  His  last  troops  were  then  arri\ing  at  Xash^•il^' 
from  Bowling  Green.  His  lirst  words  were:  "I  nmst  save  tliis  army.''  He 
at  once  determined  to  abandon  tlie  line  of  the  Cumberland,  and  concentrate 
all  availaltle  forces  at  Corinth,  ]\[ississippi,  for  a  renewed  struggle.  He  had 
indicated  this  movement  as  a  probable  event  to  several  distinguished  officei's 
soni(^  tiiiK^  pnn-ious;  it  was  now  to  be  carried  i)ito  effect.  He  had  remain- 
ing only  liis  little  army  tVoni  liowliiig  Green,  together  with  the  fragments  of 


ay"- 
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Crittendeu's  army,  and  the  fugitives  from  Donelson.  These  he  reorganized 
at  Miu-freesboro'  within  a  week.  He  saved  the  most  of  his  valuable  stores 
and  munitions,  which  fully  absorbed  his  raih'oad  transportation  to  Stevenson, 
Alabama,  and  moved  his  men  over  the  mud  roads  to  Corinth,  Mississippi, 
by  way  of  Deeatru',  in  a  wet  and  stormy  season.  Nevertheless,  he  assembled 
his  army  of  23,000 — about  16,000  effectives  —  at  Corinth,  on  the  25th  day  of 
March,  full  of  enthusiasm  and  the  spirit  of  combat.  lu  the  meantime  the 
Confederate  Government  lent  him  all  the  aid  in  its  power,  reenforcing  him 
with  an  army  ten  thousand  strong,  from  the  Southern  coast,  under  General 
Braxton  Bragg,  who  had  been  in  command  at  Pensacola  [see  note,  page  32], 
and  with  such  arms  as  could  be  procured. 

General  Beaiu-egard  has  claimed  that  he  raised,  concentrated,  and  organ- 
ized the  army  which  fought  at  Shiloh ;  that  he  persuaded  General  Johnston 
to  turn  aside  from  a  retreat  toward  Stevenson  and  join  him  at  Corinth,  and 
substituted  an  offensive  campaign  for  a  defensive  one  projected  by  General 
Johnston ;  and  that  he  likewise  planned  the  battle  of  Shiloh,  induced  Gen- 
eral Johnston  to  fight  it,  and  executed  all  the  general  movements  on  the  field, 
and  that  General  Johnston  was  merely  the  ostensible  commander.  I  have 
elsewhere  fully  confuted  each  of  these  absurd  pretenses;  and  as  this  rapid 
survey  is  historical,  not  controversial,  the  space  at  my  disposal  does  not  per- 
mit me  to  argue  here  the  points  involved ;  I  shall,  therefore,  merely  state  the 
facts,  which  rest  upon  unimpeachable  contemporary  evidence.  The  final 
verdict  I  am  satisfied  to  leave  to  the  soldiers  of  both  armies  who  fought  there, 
to  the  careful  analysis  of  impartial  military  criticism,  or  to  the  ultimate  arbit- 
rament of  history. 

When  the  capture  of  Fort  Henry  separated  Tennessee  into  two  distinct 
theaters  of  war.  General  Johnston  assigned  the  district  west  of  the  Ten- 
nessee River  to  General  Beauregard,  who  had  been  sent  to  him  for  duty. 
This  officer  had  suddenly  acquired  a  high  reputation  at  the  battle  of  Bull 
Run,  and  General  Johnston  naturally  intrusted  him  with  a  large  discre- 
tion. He  sent  him  with  instructions  to  concentrate  all  available  forces 
near  Corinth,  a  movement  previously  begun.  His  own  plan  was  to  defend 
Columbus  to  the  last  extremity  with  a  reduced  garrison,  and  withch-aw 
Polk  and  his  army  for  active  movements.  Beauregard  made  the  mistake, 
however,  of  evacuating  Columbus,  and  making  his  defense  of  the  Missis- 
sippi River  at  Island  Number  Ten,  which  proved  untenable  and  soon  sur- 
rendered with  a  garrison  of  6000  or  7000  men.  He  was  ill  most  of  the  time 
and  intrusted  the  actual  command  to  Bragg,  but  did  what  he  could  from 
his  sick-l^ed. 

Besides  the  reenforcements  brought  by  Bragg,  General  Beauregard  found 
in  the  western  district  17,500  effectives  under  Polk,  and  at  or  near  Corinth 
3000  men  under  Pope  Walker  and  Chalmers,  and  5000  under  Ruggies  sent 
from  Louisiana  by  Lovell.  He  made  eloquent  appeals,  which  brought  him 
several  regiments  more.  Thus  he  had  nearly  40,000  men  collected  for  him, 
10,000  of  whom  he  disposed  in  river  defenses,  and  the  remainder  to  pro- 
tect the  railroads  from  Grant's  force  which  was  concentrating  at  Pittsburg 
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Landiug.  G-eneral  Johnston's  anival  increased  the  force  at  Corinth  to  about 
50,000  men,  about  40,000  of  wliom  were  effectives. 

After  the  surrender  at  Donelson,  the  South,  but  especially  the  important 
State  of  Tennessee,  was  in  a  delirium  of  rage  and  terror.  As  the  retreat  from 
Nashville  to  the  Tennessee  Elver  went  on,  the  popular  fmy  rose  to  a  stonu 
everywhere.  The  people  who  had  refused  to  listen  to  his  warnings,  or  answer 
his  appeals  for  aid,  now  denounced  General  Johnston  as  an  idiot,  coward,  and 
traitor.  Demagogues  joined  in  the  wild  hunt  for  a  A-ictim,  and  deputations 
waited  on  President  Davis  to  demand  his  removal.  To  such  a  committee  of 
congi'essmen  he  replied:  "If  Sidney  Johnston  is  not  a  general,  I  have  none." 
General  Johnston  was  too  calm,  too  just,  and  too  magnanimous  to  misappre- 
hend so  natural  a  manifestation.  His  whole  life  had  been  a  training  for  this 
occasion.  To  encounter  suddenly  and  endure  calmly  the  obloquy  of  a  whole 
nation  is,  to  any  man,  a  great  bvu'den.  To  do  this  with  a  serenity  that  shall 
not  only  not  falter  in  duty,  but  restore  confidence  and  organize  A-ictoiy,  is 
conclusive  proof  of  greatness  of  soul. 

But  while  the  storm  of  execration  raged  around  him,  the  men  who  came 
into  immediate  contact  with  General  Johnston  never  for  a  moment  doubted 
his  ability  to  perform  all  that  was  possible  to  man  in  the  circumstances. 
To  a  friend  who  urged  liim  to  publish  an  explanation  of  his  eom"se  he  replied: 
"I  cannot  correspond  with  the  people.  What  the  jieople  want  is  a  battle 
and  a  victory.  That  is  the  best  explanation  I  can  make.  I  require  no  vin- 
dication.    I  trust  that  to  the  future."  \ 

General  Jolmston's  plan  of  campaign  may  be  summed  up  in  a  phrase.  It 
was  to  concentrate  at  Corinth  and  interpose  liis  whole  force  in  front  of  the 
great  bend  of  the  Tennessee,  the  natm-al  base  of  the  Federal  ai-my :  this  effected, 
to  crush  Grant  in  battle  before  the  arrival  of  Buell.  This  meant  immediate 
and  decisive  action.  The  army  he  had  brought  from  Nashville  was  ready  for 
the  contest,  but  Generals  Beam-egard  and  Bragg  represented  to  him  that  the 
troops  collected  by  them  were  unable  to  move  without  thorough  reorganiza- 
tion. Ten  days  were  consumed  in  this  work  of  reorganization.  Moments 
were  precious,  Init  there  was  the  hope  of  reenforcement  by  Van  Dorn's  anuy. 
which  might  arrive  before  Buell  joined  Grant,  and  which  did  arrive  only  a 
day  or  two  later.  [See  page  277.]  But  Buell's  movements  were  closely 
watched,  and,  hearing  of  his  approach  on  the  2d  of  April,  General  Johnston 
resolved  to  delay  no  lougei",  Imt  to  strike  at  once  a  decisive  blow. 

In  the  reorganization  of  the  army,  he  assigned  General  Bragg  as  chief  of 
staff,  with  command  of  a  corps.  To  Beauregard  he  tendered  the  innneiliate 
command  of  the  army  in  the  impending  battle.  Though  General  Beauregard 
declined  th(>  offer,  ho  evidently  misinterpreted  its  spirit  and  intention.  He 
imagined  it  was  a  confession  of  inadequacy  for  the  duty,  in  wliich  case  he 
ought  to  have  accepted  it.  The  truth  was  that,  coming  into  this  district 
wliicli  ho  liad  assigned  to  Boaun^gard,  Johnston  felt  disinclined  to  deprive 
him  of  any  I'eputation  lie  might  acquire  from  a  victory.     He  had  not  the 

^For  pai't  of  his  much-quoted  letter  of  Mareh  ISth  to  President  Davis,  written  at  Decatur,  in 
regard  to  tlie  loss  of  Donelson,  see  foot-uote.  page  ;?00.—  Er>lTf>KS. 
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slightest  idea, 
however,  of  ab- 
dicating the 
sui^reme  com- 
mand, and  said 
to  friends  who 
remonstrated 
with  him :  "  I 
wiU  be  there  to 
see  that  all  goes 
right."  He  was 
willing  to  yield 
to  another  the 
glory,  if  thereby 
anything  was 
added  to  the 
chance  of  vic- 
tory. The  offer 
was  rather  quix- 
otic, but  char- 
acteristic ;      he 

had  done  the  same  thing  in  his  victories  on  the  Neches  iu  1840.  He  then  gave 
General  Beam-egard  the  position  of  second  in  command,  without  special  assign- 
ment. Indeed,  as  is  shown  by  his  own  frequent' statements.  General  Beauregard 
was,  from  severe  and  protracted  ill-health,  inadequate  to  anymore  serious  duty. 

General  Grant's  army  had  Ijeen  moved  up  the  Tennessee  River  by  boat,  and 
had  taken  position  on  its  left  bank  at  Pittsbm-g  Landing.  It  had  been  landed 
by  divisions,  and  Bragg  had  proposed  to  Beauregard  to  attack  Grant  before 
he  assembled  his  whole  force.  Beaui'egard  forbade  this,  intending  to  await 
events,  and  attack  him  away  from  his  base  if  possible,  though  he  now  insists 
that  his  plan  of  campaign  was  offensive.  Grant's  first  object  was  to  destroy 
the  railroads  which  centered  at  Corinth,  and,  indeed,  to  capture  that  place  if 
he  cordd.  But  his  advance  was  only  a  part  of  a  grand  plan  for  a  combined 
movement  of  his  own  and  Buell's  army.  With  Pittsburg  Lauding  as  a  base, 
this  army  was  to  occupy  North  Mississippi  and  Alabama,  command  the  entire 
railroad  system  of  that  section,  and  take  Memphis  in  the  rear,  while  Halleck 
forced  his  way  down  the  Mississippi  River.  General  Johnston  divined 
the  movement  before  it  was  begun,  and  was  there  to  frustrate  it.  Indeed, 
Grant's  army  was  assembled  at  Pittsburg  Landing  only  one  week  before 
Johnston  completed  the  concentration. 

Grant  has  been  severely  criticised  for  placing  his  army  with  the  river  at  its 
back.  But  he  was  there  to  take  the  initiative.  He  had  the  larger  army, 
under  cover,  too,  of  his  gun-boats ;  he  was  expecting  Buell  daily ;  and  the 
gi'ouud  was  admhable  for  defense.  Indeed,  his  position  was  a  natm'al  strong- 
hold. Flanked  by  Owl  and  Lick  creeks,  with  their  marshy  margins,  and  with 
his  front  protected  by  a  swampy  valley,  he  occupied  a  quadrilateral  of  great 
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strength.  His  troops  wore  statiouf^l  ou  wooded  heights,  geuerally  screened 
by  heavy  undergi'owth  and  approached  across  boggj*  ravines  or  open  fields. 
Each  camp  was  a  fortress  in  itself,  and  thi'  Hne  of  retreat  att'orded  at  each 
step  some  like  point  to  rally  on.  He  did  not  f oi"tif  y  his  camps,  it  Ls  true ;  but 
he  was  not  there  for  defense,  but  for  attack.  It  must  be  admitted  that  he 
undervalued  his  enemy's  daring  and  celerity ;  Vjut  he  was  a  young  general, 
exultant  in  liis  overwhelming  victory  at  Donelson ;  and  his  generals  and  army 
shared  his  sense  of  security.  He  had  an  army  of  58,000  men  in  camp,  nearly 
50,000  of  whom  were  effectives.  Buell  was  near  at  hand  with  37,000  more, 
and  Mitchol  was  moving  against  the  raih-oad  at  Florence,  Alabama,  not  far 
distant,  witli  an  additional  force  of  18,000.  In  all  Grant  had  105,000  elfectives. 
Opposed  to  him  were  50,000  Confederate  troojis,  less  than  40,000  of  whom  were 
availal)le  for  combat.  Greneral  Johnston's  aggi-egate  was  60,000  men,  opposed 
to  about  200,000  Federals  in  all,  but  the  effective  forces  were  as  above.  As 
these  figui-es  are  disputed  I  invite  a  rigid  examination  of  the  Official  Eecoi'ds.\ 

Such  was  the  position  on  April  '2d,  when  Greneral  Johnston,  learning  that 
BueU  was  rapidly  approaching,  resolved  to  advance  next  day  and  attack 
Grrant  before  his  arrival.  His  general  plan  was  very  simple  in  outline.  It 
seems  to  have  been  to  march  out  and  attack  the  Federals  by  columns  of 
coi'jis,  to  make  the  battle  a  decisive  test,  and  to  crusli  (irant  utterly  or  lose 
all  in  the  attempt ;  this  effected,  to  contend  with  Buell  for  the  possession  of 
Tennessee,  Kentucky,  and  possibly  the  North-west. 

General  Beauregard  also,  it  seems,  had  a  plan,  which,  however,  must  have 
differed  widely  from  that  of  General  Johnston,  as  it  was  evidently  tentative  in 
its  nature, — "  a  reconnoissance  in  force,"  with  a  retreat  on  Coiinth  as  one  of  its 
features, —  and  which  admitted  the  possibility  of  finishing  on  Monday  a  battle 
which  had  to  be  won  on  Sunday  or  never.  This  was  not  in  any  sense  General 
Johnston's  plan,  and  much  useless  discussion  has  arisen  fi'oui  a  confusion  of 
the  two.  But,  as  General  Johnston  intended  to  fight,  and  did  fight,  on  his 
own  plan  as  long  as  he  lived,  the  l>attle  may  be  considered  his  until  Beau- 
regard's order  of  retreat,  about  5  o'clock  Sunday  evening,  suljstituted  "  the 
reconnoissance  in  force"  in  place  of  the  decisi^•e  test  of  victory  or  defeat. 

General  Beauregard  had  been  on  the  gi-ound  some  six  weeks,  and  his  jn-es- 
tige  as  an  engineer  and  a  victor  of  Bull  Run  warranted  General  Johnst<^n 
in  committing  to  him  the  elaboration  of  the  details  of  the  march  and  order  of 
battle.  Unfortunately  he  changed  what  seems  e-^ddently  General  Johnston's 
original  purpose  of  an  assault  by  columns  of  corps  into  an  aiTay  in  thi'ee  paral- 
lel lines  of  battle,  which  produced  extreme  confusion  when  the  second  and  tliii'd 
lines  advanced  to  support  the  first  and  intermingled  \y\X\\  it.  Johnston's 
original  plan  is  summed  up  in  the  following  dispatch  to  President  Davis: 

"CoKlN'rH,  April  'M,  18(i2.  (ronri'al  Biicll  in  luotiou  tliirty  thoiisimd  stroiisr,  raindly  fnnu 
C'oluiiibia  by  Olit'tou  to  8;ivainiali.  Jliti  lu4  boliiiul  him  with  ton  thoiis;iud.  OontVdorate  forces  — 
forty  thousand  —  ordered  forward  to  offer  battle  near  Pittslmru:.     Division  from  Bethel,  maiii 

\  By  ciirei'ul  and  thorougli  cxiiiniiiiiticm  o(  tlio  p'oatly  ovcivstimates  the  I'liion  strenjrth.   Before 

Official  Records  wo  have  not  been  able  to  \erily  .Tmnnuy,  1  S(i;5  (when  a  new  form  w.is  adopted), 

(jolonel  Johnston's  estinnites  of  forees.     In   ini-  the   Union  returns  did  not  show  the  number  of 

povtaut  particulars  the  Records  are  not  explicit,  rffcctirrs  sep.-irale  from  the  "present  for  duty."' a 

and  in  places  tliey  indiciitc  that  Colonel  Johnston  term  that  included  the  non-combatants. — Editors. 
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body  from  Corinth,  reserve  from  Burnsville,  converging  to-morrow  near  Monterey  on  Pittsburg. 
Beauregard  second  in  command,  Polk  the  left,  Bragg  the  center,  Hardee  the  right  wing,  Breck- 
inridge the  reserve.     Hoxie  engagement  before  BueU  can  form  junction.'''' 

In  the  original  dispatch,  the  words  itaUeised  are  in  Cleneral  Johnston's  own 
handwriting.  The  words,  "  the  left,"  "  the  center,"  "  the  right  win^-,"  "  the 
reserve,"  clearly  point  to  a  formation  by  columns  of  corps.  Moreover,  owing 
to  ignorance  of  the  country,  the  march  was  so  ordered  that  the  corps  inter- 
fered with  each  other  in  their  advance, 
and  by  a  detention  the  battle  was  delayed 
an  entire  day,  an  almost  fatal  loss  of  time. 

If  it  be  asked  why  General  Johnston  ac- 
cepted and  issued  an  order  of  march  and 
battle  which  he  had  not  contemplated,  the 
reply  is  that  it  had  been  prepared  by  his 
second  in  command,  who  was  presuma- 
bly more  familiar  with  the  country  and 
the  roads  than  himself,  and  hence  with 
the  necessities  of  the  case.  But  the  over- 
ruling reason  was  the  question  of  time. 
Buell  was  at  hand,  and  Johnston's  plan 
was  not  to  manoeuvre,  but  to  attack ;  and 
aiui  plan  which  put  him  front  to  front 
Avitli  Grant  was  better  than  the  best  two 
days  later.  Besides,  the  written  orders  lieutenast-gexeeal  w.  ,t.  haedee,  c.  s.  a. 
were  not  shown  him  until  the  morning  of 

the  4th,  after  he  had  mounted  to  start  to  the  front,  and  when  his  advance  was 
near  its  position  on  the  field.    It  was  then  obviously  too  late  to  apply  a  remedy. 

General  Johnston  did  not  undervalue  the  importance  of  details.  No  man 
regarded  more  closely  all  the  details  subsidiary  to  a  great  result  than  he. 
But,  important  as  were  the  preliminaries, —  the  maps,  the  roads,  the  methods 
of  putting  his  army  face  to  face  with  the  enemy,  which  General  Johnston 
had  to  take  on  trust, —  he  knew  that  the  chief  strategy  of  the  l^attle  was  in 
the  decision  to  fight.  Once  in  the  presence  of  the  enemy,  he  knew  that  the 
result  would  depend  on  the  wan  '•"  which  his  troops  mere  Itaiidled.  This  was 
his  part  of  the  work,  and  he  felt  fidl  confidence  in  his  own  ability  to  carry  it 
out  successfidly.  The  order  was  issued,  as  elaborated  by  Beauregard,  and 
the  army  was  moved  against  the  enemy,  April  3d,  1862.     Said  General  Bragg : 

"  The  details  of  that  plan,  aiTanged  after  General  Sidney  Johnston  decided  on  delivering 
battle,  and  liad  given  his  instructions,  were  made  up  and  published  to  the  ai-my  in  full  from  the 
adjutant-general's  office.  My  first  knowledge  of  them  was  derived  from  this  general  order,  the 
authorship  of  which  has  been  claimed  by  General  Beauregard.  ...  In  this  ease,  as  I  under- 
stood then,  and  still  beheve,  Johnston  gave  verbal  instructions  for  the  general  movement.  .  .  . 
Over  his  [Colonel  Jordan,  the  adjutant-general's]  signature,  they  reached  the  army.  The  general 
plan  (General  .Johnston's)  was  admirable —  the  elaboration  simply  execrable. 

"  When  the  time  ai-rived  for  execution,  you  know  well  what  occurred.  In  spite  of  opijosition 
and  prediction  of  failure,  Johnston  firmly  and  decidedly  ordered  and  led  the  attack  in  the  execu- 
tion of  his  general  plan,  and,  notwithstanding  the  faulty  arrangement  of  troops,  was  eminently 
successful  up  to  the  moment  of  his  fall.  The  victorij  2cas  won.  How  it  was  lost,  the  official 
reports  wUl  show,  and  history  has  recorded."     [Bragg  to  W.  P.  Johnston,  December  16th,  1874.] 
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The  President  of  the  Coufederate  States  has  repeatedly  and  positively 
asserted  that  he  received  from  General  Johnston  a  dispatch  which  gave  the 
plan  of  battle,  exactly  as  it  was  fought,  and  that  this  dispatch  was  not  that 
of  April  3d  already  quoted,  but  was  lost.  General  Beaiu-egard  and  his  staff- 
officer,  Colonel  Jordan,  have  taken  issue  with  3Ir.  Davis  on  this  point, 
vehemently  insisting  that  no  such  dispatch  was,  or  could  have  been,  sent. 
Their  denial  rests  merely  upon  a  pi'iori  objections  to  the  jjrobabUity  of  Mr. 
Davis's  assertion.  On  the  other  hand,  Mr.  DaWs's  clear  and  positive  statement 
made  many  years  ago,  and  often  repeated  since,  is  confirme<l  Ijy  contem- 
porary documentary  e-vidence.  On  AprU  .5th  he  sent  a  telegi-am  to  General 
Johnston,  in  which  he  acknowledges  his  telegram  of  "  yesterday,"  April 
4th.  This  telegi'am  of  "yestei-day"  was  jilaiidy  the  "lost  dispatch,"  for 
"  yesterday  "  was  April  4th,  not  April  3d.  If,  as  I  have  sought  to  show,  impor- 
tant changes  had  occurred  in  the  plan  of  battle,  nothing  could  be  more 
natural  and  proper  for  the  commanding  general  than  instantly  to  infonn  his 
friend  and  commander-in-chief ;  and  even  if  no  change  had  occiu'red,  still  it 
would  have  been  right  for  him  to  keep  his  chief  fidly  ad\'ised  of  the  progi'ess 
of  the  movement.  I  have  always  said  that  General  Johnston's  orif/inal  plan 
was  probably  to  attack  by  columns  of  corps,  as  indicated  in  his  telegram  of 
April  3d.  Special  Orders,  No.  8  directed  an  attack  in  three  lines  parallel  to 
the  enemy's  front.  Jordan  tells  us  General  Johnston  did  not  see  these  ordei-s 
as  published  until  the  morning  of  the  4th.  Wliat  more  natou'al  than  that  he 
should  then  communicate  the  changes  made,  and  add  his  pui-pose  to  tm-n  the 
enemy's  left,  not  mentioned  in  the  telegi'am  of  April  3d.  A  curious  corrobora- 
tion, hitherto  unobserved,  occiu's  in  Mr.  Davis's  telegram  <>f  April  r)th,  that  it 
was  in  rejily  to  a  lost  dispatch.  On  Aprd  2d  General  Beaiiregard  wi-ote  to 
General  Johnston,  sajing  that  he  had  telegi'aphed  to  the  War  Depart- 
ment for  generals,  and  adding,  "  Would  it  not  be  well  for  you  to  telegraph 
also  for  the  generals  you  may  require  .' "  We  have  no  record  of  any  such 
request  made  upon  this  suggestion,  but  Mr.  Da^'is,  in  his  telegi-am  of  Apiil 
5th,  says :  "  Brigadiers  have  been  recently  appointed  ;  among  them,  Boweu. 
Do  you  require  others  ? "  This  seems  to  be  a  response  to  a  request ;  Boweu 
was  commanding  a  brigade  in  General  Johnston's  army.  But  as  there  was 
no  request  in  General  Johnston's  telegram  of  April  3ti,  it  is  reasonable  to 
suppose  that  it  was  contained  in  one  of  the  4th,  which  has  been  lost.  But  I 
am  giving  an  importance  to  this  question  which  it  would  not  merit  excejit 
for  the  pri)niiuence  given  it  in  the  pages  of  "  The  Century  Magazine."'  ^^Tiether 
sent  or  not,  it  is  entirely  irrelevant  to  the  main  issue.  Its  whole  importance 
consists  in  showing,  not  who  made  the  plan  of  battle,  but  that  the  plan 
having  been  given  to  his  subordinates,  General  Johnston,  so  long  as  he  lived, 
held  them  to  the  steady  and  sm^cessful  execution  of  it.  "NMicn  General 
Beauregard  succeeded  to  the  command  he  abandoned  the  A-ital  principle  of 
that  plan,  which  was  to  ]nish  th(>  contest  to  a  final  decision  that  day,  and 
took  a  coiu'se  of  his  own,  iml  ('inbvaced  or  contemplated  in  General  John- 
ston's designs  —  a  policy  of  withdrawal  and  delay  which  led  to  defeat  instead 
of  \dctory. 
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General  Johnston  gave  orders  about  1  o'clock  on  the  night  of  Wednesday, 
the  2d  of  April,  for  the  advance.  But  much  time  was  spent  in  their  elabora- 
tion, and  the  troops  did  not  receive  them  from  the  adjutant-general's  oifice 
until  the  next  afternoon.  When  the  soldiers  learned  that  they  were  going- 
out  to  fight,  their  long-restrained  ardor  bui-st  into  a  blaze  of  enthusiasm,  and 
they  did  all  that  was  possible  for  inexperienced  troops  in  both  marching  and 
fighting.  Some  of  the  arms  were  not  distributed  till  that  afternoon.  With 
hasty  preparations  the  movement  began,  and  Hardee's  corps  was  at  Mick- 
ey's, within  four  or  five  miles  of  Pittsburg,  next  morning.  But  some  of 
the  troops  did  not  move  until  the  morning  of  Saturday,  the  5th,  owing  to  a 
still  fui'ther  delay  in  the  delivery  of  orders  by  the  adjutant-general's  ofiice, 
and  all  were  impeded  by  the  heavy  condition  of  the  roads,  through  a  dense 
forest,  and  across  sloughs  and  marshes. 

The  order  was  to  attack  at  3  o'clock  on  the  moi'uing  of  Saturday,  the  5th ;  but 
the  ti'oops  were  not  in  position  until  late  that  afternoon.  All  day  Friday  the 
advancing  columns  had  pushed  on  over  the  tangled,  miry  roads,  hindered  and 
embarrassed  by  a  pelting  rain.  After  midnight  a  ^^olent  storm  broke  iipon  them 
as  they  stood  under  arms  in  the  pitch  darkness,  with  no  shelter  but  the  trees. 
From  detention  by  the  rain,  ignorance  of  the  roads,  and  a  confusion  produced  by 
the  order  of  march,  some  divisions  failed  to  get  into  line,  and  the  day  was 
wasted. 

As  they  were  waiting  the  disposition  of  troops  late  Saturday  afternoon,  a 
council  of  war  occui'red,  in  which  Johnston,  Beauregard,  Bragg,  Polk,  Breck- 
inridge and  Gihner  took  part,  Avhich  added  gTeatly  to  General  Johnston's 
responsibilities,  and  the  heavy  bui'den  he  had  already  incui'red  by  his  experi- 
ment of  concentration,  and  his  resolve  to  fight  a  pitched  liattle.  The  Confed- 
erate army  was  in  full  battle  array,  within  two  miles  of  Shiloh  Church  and 
Grant's  line,  when  General  Beauregard  suddenly  proposed  that  the  army 
should  1)6  withdi'awn  and  retreat  to  Corinth.  He  maintained  that  the  delay 
and  noise  must  have  given  the  enemy  notice,  and  that  they  would  be  found 
intrenched  "  to  their  eyes  "  and  ready  for  attack.  General  Johnston  seemed 
to  be  much  sui'prised  at  the  suggestion.  Polk  and  Bragg  differed  with  Beau- 
regard, and  a  warm  discussion  ensued  between  him  and  Polk,  in  which 
General  Johnston  took  little  part,  but  closed  it  with  the  simple  remark, 
"  Gentlemen,  we  shall  attack  at  daylight  to-morrow,"  which  he  uttered  with 
great  decision.  Turning  to  one  of  his  staff-officers,  he  said,  "  I  would  fight 
them  if  they  were  a  million.  They  can  present  no  greater  front  between 
these  two  creeks  than  we  can,  and  the  more  men  they  crowd  in  there,  the 
worse  we  can  make  it  for  them.     Polk  is  a  true  soldier  and  a  friend." 

General  Bragg,  in  a  monograpli  prepared  for  the  use  of  the  writer,  says : 
"  The  meeting  then  dispersed  upon  an  invitation  of  the  commanding- 
general  to  meet  at  his  tent  that  evening.  At  that  meeting-  a  further  chs- 
cussion  elicited  the  same  ^dews,  and  the  same  firm,  decided  determina- 
tion. The  next  morning,  about  dawn  of  day,  the  6th,  as  the  troops 
were  being  i^ut  in  motion,  several  generals  again  met  at  the  camp-fire 
of  the  general-in-chief.     The  discussion  was  renewed,  General  Beauregard 
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again  expressing  liis  dissent,  when,  rapid  firing  in  trout  indicating  that  the 
attack  had  commenced,  General  Johnston  closed  the  discussion  by  remark- 
ing, '  The  battle  has  oyjened,  gentlemen ;  it  is  too  late  to  change  our  disposi- 
tions.' He  proposed  to  move  to  the  front,  and  his  subordinates  promjjtly 
joined  their  respective  commands,   inspu-ed  by  his   coolness,    confidence, 

and  detemiina- 
tion.  Few  men 
have  equaled 
him  in  the  pos- 
session and  dis- 
play at  the 
pi'oper  time  of 
these  great  qual- 
ities of  the  sol- 
dier.'' 

It  will  read- 
ily be  seen  how 
much  General 
Beaiu'egard's  ur- 
gent opjiositiou 
to  fighting  must 
have  added  to 
the  weight  of 
General  John- 
ston's responsi- 
bility. Beaui-e- 
gard  was  in  the 
full  tide  of  pop- 
ular favor,  while 
Johnston  was 
laboring  under 
the  load  of  i>ul> 
lie  obloquy  and 
odiiim.  Nothing 


FROM    THE  "  LIFE    OF    GENERAL   A.  S. 


.  JOHNSTON.       (D. 


"■'  short    of    com- 

plete and  overwhelming  victory  would  vindicate  him  in  differing  with  so 
famous  a  general.  A  revei'se,  even  a  merely  partial  success,  would  leave 
him  under  condcnmation.  Nevertheless,  withmit  a  moment's  hesitation,  he 
resolved  to  fight. 

The  sun  set  on  Satm-day  evening  in  a  <'loudless  sky,  and  night  fell  calm, 
clear,  and  beautiful.  Long  before  dawn  the  forest  was  cUive  with  silent  prep- 
arations for  the  ensuing  contest,  and  day  broke  upon  a  scene  so  fair  that  it 
left  its  memory  on  thousands  of  hearts.  The  sky  was  clear  overhead,  the  air 
fresh,  and  when  the  sun  rose  in  full  splendor,  tlie  advancing  host  passed  the 
word  from  lip  to  lip  that  it  was  the  "  sun  of  .Vusterlitz."' 

General  Johnston,   iisually  so  self-contained,  felt  the  inspiration  oi   the 
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soeue,  aud  welcomed  witli  exultant  joy  the  loug-desii-ed  day.  His  presence 
inspired  all  who  came  near  him.  His  sentences,  sharp,  terse,  and  clear,  had 
the  ring  of  victory  in  them.  Turning  to  his  staff,  as  he  mounted,  he 
exclaimed :  "  To-night  we  will  water  our  horses  in  the  Tennessee  River."  It 
was  thus  that  he  formulated  his  plan  of  battle ;  it  must  not  stop  short  of  entire 
victory.  To  Randall  L.  Gibson,  who  was  commanding  a  Louisiana  brigade, 
he  said:  "I  hope  you  may  get  through  safely  to-day,  but  ive  must  win  a 
victory.''''  To  Colonel  John  S.  Marmaduke,  who  had  served  under  him  in 
Utah,  he  said,  placing  his  hand  on  his  shoulder  :  "  My  son,  we  must  this  day 
conquer  or  perish."  To  the  ambitious  Hindman,  who  had  been  in  the  van- 
guard from  the  beginning,  he  said :  "  You  have  earned  your  spurs  as  a 
major-general.  Let  this  day's  work  win  them."  With  such  words,  as  he 
rode  from  point  to  point,  he  raised  a  spirit  in  that  host  which  swept  away 
the  serried  lines  of  the  conquerors  of  Donelson.  Friend  and  foe  alike  testify 
to  the  enthusiastic  courage  and  ardor  of  the  Southern  soldiers  that  day. 

General  Johnston's  strategy  was  completed.  He  was  face  to  face  with  his 
foe,  and  that  foe  all  unaware  of  his  coming.  His  front  Une,  composed  of  the 
Third  Corps  and  Gladden's  brigade,  was  under  Hardee,  and  extended  from 
Owl  Creek  to  Lick  Creek,  more  than  three  miles.  (See  maps.)  Hindman's 
division  of  two  brigades  occiipied  the  center,  Cleburne's  brigade  had  the  left, 
and  Gladden's  the  right  wing — an  effective  total  in  the  front  line  of  9024.  The 
second  line  was  commanded  by  Bragg.  He  had  two  divisions  :  Withers's,  of 
two  brigades,  on  the  right,  and  Ruggies's,  of  tln-ee  brigades,  on  the  left.  The 
brigades  were,  in  order  from  right  to  left,  as  follows :  Chalmers,  Jackson, 
Gibson,  Anderson,  Pond.  This  second  line  was  10,731  strong.  The  third  Une, 
or  reserve,  was  composed  of  the  First  Corps,  under  Polk,  and  three  brigades 
under  Breckinridge.  Polk's  command  was  massed  in  columns  of  brigades 
on  the  Bark  road  near  Mickey's,  and  Breckinridge's  on  the  road  from  Mon- 
terey toward  the  same  point.  Polk  was  to  advance  on  the  left  of  the  Bark 
road,  at  an  interval  of  about  eight  hundred  paces  from  Bragg' s  line ;  and 
Breckimidge,  to  the  right  of  that  road,  was  to  give  support  wherever  it 
should  become  necessary.  Polk's  corps,  9136  strong  in  infantry  and  artillery, 
was  composed  of  two  divisions  :  Cheatham's  on  the  left,  made  up  of  Bushrod 
R.  Johnson's  and  Stejihens's  brigades,  and  Clark's  on  his  right,  formed  of 
A.  P.  Stewart's  and  Russell's  brigades.  It  followed  Bragg's  hue  at  a  distance 
of  about  eight  hvmdi'ed  yards.  Breckinridge's  reserve  was  composed  of  Tra- 
bue's,  Bowen's,  aud  Statham's  brigades,  with  a  total,  inf antrj"  and  artiUery,  of 
6439.  The  cavahy,  about  4300  strong,  guarded  the  flanks  or  was  detached  on 
outpost  duty ;  but,  both  from  the  newness  and  imperfection  of  their  organiza- 
tion, equipment,  and  diill,  and  from  the  rough  and  wooded  character  of  the 
gi'oimd,  they  could  do  little  service  that  day.  The  effectives  of  all  arms  that 
marched  oiit  to  battle  were  about  39,630,  or,  exclusive  of  cavahy,  35,330. 

The  Federal  army  numbered  present  49,232,  and  present  for  duty  41,543. 
But  at  Crump's  Landing,  five  or  six  miles  distant,  was  General  Lew  WaUaee's 
division  with  8820  present,  and  7771  men  present  for  duty.  [See  page  538.] 
General  Nelson's  division  of  Buell's  army  had  arrived  at  Savannah  on  Satur- 
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day  morning,  and  was  now  about  five  miles  distant ;  Crittenden's  division  also 
had  arrived  on  tlie  morning  of  the  6th.  So  that  Grant,  with  these  thi-ee 
divisions,  may  be  considered  as  having  about  22,000  men  in  immediate  reserve, 
without  counting  the  i-emainder  of  Buell's  army,  which  was  near  Vjy.J 

As  General  Johnston  and  his  staflt"  were  taking  their  coffee,  the  first  gun  of 
the  battle  sounded.  "  Note  the  hour,  if  you  please,  gentlemen,''  said  General 
Johnston.  It  was  fom-teen  minutes  past  5.  They  immediately  mounted  and 
galloped  to  the  front. 

Some  skii'mishiug  ou  Friday  between  the  Confederate  cavahy  and  the 
Federal  outposts,  in  which  a  few  men  were  killed,  wounded,  and  captured  on 
both  sides,  had  aroused  the  vigUance  of  the  Northern  commanders  to  some 
extent.  Sherman  reported  on  the  5th  to  Grant  that  two  regiments  of  infantiy 
and  one  of  cavahy  were  in  his  front,  and  added :  "  I  have  no  doubt  that 
nothing  wiU  occur  to-day  more  than  some  picket-firing.  .  .  .  I  do  not 
apprehend  anything  like  an  attack  on  our  position."  In  his  '•  Memou's  "  he 
says :  "  I  did  not  believe  they  designed  anjiihiug  Ijut  a  strong  demonstration." 
He  said  to  Major  Ricker  that  an  advance  of  Beaui-egard's  aiTuy  "could  not  be 
possible.  Beauregard  was  not  such  a  fool  as  to  leave  his  base  of  operations  and 
attack  us  in  ours, —  mere  recounoissance  hi  forceJ"  This  shows  a  cmious 
coincidence  with  the  actual  state  of  General  Beaiu-egard's  mind  on  that  day. 
And  Grant  telegi'aphed  Halleck  on  Satm-day  night :  "  The  main  force  of  the 
enemy  is  at  Corinth.  .  .  .  One  division  of  BueU's  column  anived  yester- 
day. ...  I  have  scarcely  the  faintest  idea  of  an  attack  (general  one) 
being  made  upon  us." 

Nevertheless,  some  apjirehension  was  felt  among  the  officers  and  men  of  the 
Federal  army,  and  General  Prentiss  had  thrown  forward  Colonel  Moore,  with 
the  21st  Missouri  regiment,  on  the  Corinth  road.  Moore,  feeling  his  way 
cautiously,  encountered  Hardee's  skirmish-line  under  Major  Hardcastle,  and, 
thinking  it  an  outpost,  assailed  it  \dgorously.  Thus  really  the  Federals 
Ijegan  the  fight.  The  struggle  was  brief,  but  spirited.  The  8th  and  9th 
Arkansas  came  up.  Moore  fell  wounded.  The  Missom'iaus  gave  way,  and 
Shaver's  brigade  pm'sued  them.  Hiudman's  whole  division  moved  on,  follow- 
ing the  ridge  and  drifting  to  the  right,  and  di'ove  in  the  gi-and  guards  and 
outposts  until  they  struck  Prentiss's  camps.  Into  these  they  bm-st,  over- 
throwing aU  before  them. 

To  appreciate  the  suddenness  and  %'iolence  of  the  lilow,  one  must  read  the 
testimony  of  eye--witnesses.  General  Bragg  says,  in  a  sketch  of  Shiloh  made 
for  the  writer:  "  Contrary  to  the  \Tiews  of  such  as  urged  an  abandonment  of 
the  attack,  the  enemy  was  found  utterly  unprepared,  many  being  surjirised 
and  captured  in  their  tents,  and  others,  though  on  the  outside,  in  costumes 
better  fitted  to  the  bedchamber  than  to  the  battle-field."  General  Preston  says  : 
"  General  Johnston  then  went  to  the  camp  assailed,  which  was  carried  between 
7  and  8  o'clock.     The  enemy  were  evidently  surprised.     The  breakfasts  were 

i  (TCiioral  Grant  tiiUos  no  aei^ount  of  those  in  liis  narrativos  of  the  battlo.  .ind  talks  as  though  he 
were  outnumbered  instead  of  outgeneraled.  It  was  his  businoss  to  get  these  troops  there  in  time, 
especially  if  be  was  not  surprised. — W.  P.  J. 
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on  the  mess  tables,  the  baggage  unpacked,  the  knapsacks,  stores,  colors,  and 
ammunition  abandoned." 

The  essential  feature  of  General  Johnston's  strategy  had  been  to  get  at  his 
enemy  as  quickly  as  possible,  and  in  as  good  order.  In  this  he  had  succeeded. 
His  plan  of  battle  was  as  simple  as  his  strategy.  It  had  been  made  known  in 
his  order  of  battle,  and  was  thoroughly  understood  by  every  brigade  com- 
mander. The  orders  of  the  3d  of  April  were,  that  "  every  effort  should  be 
made  to  turn  the  left  flank  of  the  enemy,  so  as  to  cut  off  his  line  of  retreat  to 
the  Tennessee  River  and  throw  him  back  on  Owl  Creek,  where  he  will  be  obliged 
to  surrender."  It  is  seen  that,  from  the  first,  these  orders  were  carried  out  in 
letter  and  spirit ;  and,  so  long  as  General  Johnston  lived,  the  success  of  this 
movement  was  complete.  The  battle  was  fought  precisely  as  it  was  planned. 
The  fii'st,  and  almost  only,  censure  of  this  plan  was  made  by  Colonel  Jordan, 
confidential  adWser  and  historian  of  General  Beauregard,  who  now  claims 
to  have  made  this  plan.  The  instructions  delivered  to  General  Johnston's 
subordinates  on  the  pre\'ious  day  were  found  sufficient  for  their  conduct 
on  the  battle-field.  But,  to  accomplish  this,  his  own  personal  presence  and 
inspiration  and  dh'ection  were  often  necessary  with  these  enthusiastic  but 
raw  troops.  He  had  personal  conference  on  the  field  with  most  of  his  gen- 
erals, and  led  several  brigades  into  battle.  The  criticism  upon  this  conduct, 
that  he  exposed  himself  unnecessarily,  is  absurd  to  those  who  know  how 
important  rapid  decision  and  instantaneous  action  are  in  the  crisis  of  conflict. 

His  lines  of  battle  were  pushed  rapidly  to  the  front,  and  as  gaps  widened 
in  the  tu-st  lines,  they  were  fiUed  by  brigades  of  the  second  and  third.  One 
of  Breckinridge's  brigades  (Trabue's)  was  sent  to  the  left  to  support  Cle- 
bm'ne  and  fought  under  Polk  the  rest  of  the  day ;  and  the  other  two  were  led 
to  the  extreme  right,  only  Chalmers  being  beyond  them.  Gladden,  who  was 
on  Hindman's  right,  and  had  a  longer  distance  to  traverse  to  strike  some  of 
Prentiss's  brigades  further  to  the  left,  found  them  better  prepared,  but, 
after  a  sanguinary  resistance,  drove  them  from  theii-  camps.  In  this  bitter 
struggle  Gladden  fell  mortally  wounded.  Chalmers's  brigade,  of  Bragg's  line, 
came  in  on  Gladden's  right,  and  his  Mississippians  drove  the  enemy,  under 
Stuart,  with  the  bayonet  half  a  mile.  He  was  about  to  charge  again,  when 
General  Johnston  came  up,  and  moved  him  to  the  right,  and  brought  John 
K.  Jackson's  brigade  into  the  interval.  Prentiss's  left  and  Stuart's  In'igade 
retreated  sullenly,  not  routed,  but  badly  hammered. 

With  Hindman  as  a  pivot,  the  turning  movement  began  from  the  moment 
of  the  overthrow  of  Prentiss's  camps.  While  the  front  attacks  were  made  all 
along  the  line  with  a  desperate  courage  which  would  have  swept  any  ordinary 
resistance  from  the  field,-  and  with  a  loss  which  told  fearfully  on  the  assail- 
ants, they  were  seconded  by  assaults  in  flank  which  invariably  resulted  in 
crushing  the  Federal  line  with  destructive  force  and  strewing  the  field  with 
the  wounded  and  the  dead.  The  Federal  reports  complain  that  they  were 
flanked  and  outnumbered,  which  is  true;  for,  though  fewer,  the  Confederates 
were  probably  stronger  at  every  given  point  throughout  the  day  except  at 
the  center  called  the  Hornets'  Nest,  where  the  Federals  eventually  massed 
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nearly  two  divisions.  The  iron  flail  of  war  Ijeat  upon  the  Federal  front  and 
right  flank  with  the  regular  and  ponderous  jtulsations  of  some  great  engine, 
and  these  assaults  resulted  in  a  crumVjliug  fjrocess  which  was  continually  but 
slowly  going  on,  as  regiment  and  brigade  and  diWsion  j-ielded  to  the  continu- 
ous and  successive  blows.  There  has  been  criticism  that  there  were  no  grand 
assaults  by  divisions  and  coi-ps.  In  a  broken,  densely  wooded  and  unknown 
country,  and  with  the  mode  of  attack  in  parallel  lines,  this  was  impossible, 

but  the  attack 
was  umvniitting 
and  the  fact  is 
that  there  were 
but  few  lulls 
in  the  contest. 
The  fighting  was 
a  gi"apple  and 
a  death-stiiiggle 
all  day  long,  antl, 
as  one  brigade 
after  another 
wilted  before 
the  deadly  fli"e 
of  the  stubborn 
Federals,  still 
another  was 
pushed  into  the 
coniliat  and  kept 
up  the  tierce  as- 
sault. A  breath- 
ing -  spell,  and 
i-esume  its   work   of 


p.     JOHNSTON. 


the  shattered   command  would   gather   itself   up   and 
destruction.     These  were  the  general  aspects  of  the  battle. 

When  the  battle  began  Hindmau,  following  the  ridge,  had  easy  gi-ouud  to 
traverse;  but  Cleburne's  large  brigade,  on  his  left,  with  its  supports,  moving 
over  a  more  difficult  country,  was  slower  in  getting  upon  Sherman's  fi-ont. 
That  general  and  his  command  were  ai'oused  by  the  long  roll,  the  advancing 
musketry,  and  the  rush  of  troops  to  his  left,  and  he  got  his  division  in  line  of 
battle  and  was  ready  for  the  assaidt  of  Cleburne,  which  was  made  aliout  8 
o'clock.  Greneral  Johnston,  who  had  followed  close  after  Hiudman,  urging  on 
his  attack,  saw  Cleburne's  brigade  begin  its  advanc*',  and  then  retm-ned  to 
where  Hindman  Avas  gathering  his  force  for  another .jissault.  Hardee  said  of 
Cleburne  that  he  "moved  quickly  through  the  fields,  and,  though  far  outflanketi 
liy  the  I'neiny  (Mi  our  left,  rushed  forward  under  a  terrific  fire  from  the  serried 
ranks  drawn  up  in  front  of  the  camp.  A  morass  covered  his  front,  and,  being 
difficTilt  to  pass,  caused  a  break  in  this  brigade.  Deadly  volleys  were  poured 
upon  the  men  from  behind  l>ales  of  hay  and  other  defenses,  as  they  advanced; 
and  after  a  series  of  desjierate  charges  they  were  compelled  to  fall  back. 
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vicrsiir  OF  the     hoknets'  xest." 

FKOII   PHUTOCRiPHb  T\IvEN   IS  1885. 

Tlie  "^tump  m  the  field  on  tlie  right  is 
said  to  mirk  the  spot  where  General 
Albert  Sidney  Johnstdn  was  killed. 
The  point  of  woods  heyoud  the  field  is 
supposed  to  be  the  place  which  the 
Confederates  called  the  "  Hornets' 
Nest."  The  "peach  orchard"  was  a 
little  to  the  left  of  the  field  in  the  mid- 
dle ground,  and  behind  the  house  (iu 
the  lower  picture)  which  is  across  the 
road  from  the  field  iu  which  General 
Johnston  was  iilled.— Editors. 

Supported  by  the  arrival  of  the  second  line,  Clebiu'ue,  with  the  remainder  of 
his  troops,  .  .  .  entered  the  enemy's  encampment,  which  had  been  forced  on 
the  center  and  right  by  .   .   .   Grladden's,  Wood's,  and  Hindman's  brigades." 

While  Sherman  was  repelling  Cleburne's  attack,  McClernaud  sent  up  three 
IlHuois  regiments  to  reenforce  his  left.  But  Clenei'al  Polk  led  forward  Bushrod 
E.  Johnson's  brigade,  and  Greneral  Charles  Clark  led  Russell's  brigade,  against 
Sherman's  left,  while  General  Johnston  himseK  put  A.  P.  Stewart's  brigade  in 
position  on  their  right.  Supported  by  part  of  Cleburne's  line,  they  attacked 
Sherman  and  MeClernand  fiercely.  Polk  said :  "  The  resistance  at  this  point 
was  as  stubborn  as  at  any  other  point  on  the  field."  Clark  and  Bushrod 
E.  Johnson  fell  badly  wounded.  Hildebrand's  Federal  biigade  was  swept  from 
the  field,  losing  in  the  onslaught  300  killed  and  wounded,  and  94  missing. 

Wood's  brigade,  of  Hindman's  division,  joined  in  this  charge  on  the  right. 
As  they  hesitated  at  the  crest  of  a  hill.  General  Johnston  came  to  the  front 
and  urged  them  to  the  attack.  They  rushed  forward  with  the  inspiring 
"rebel  yell,"  and  with  Stewart's  brigade  enveloped  the  Illinois  troops.  In 
ten  minutes  the  latter  melted  away  under  the  fire,  and  were  forced  from  the 
field.  In  this  engagement  John  A.  McDowell's  and  Veateh's  Federal  bri- 
gades, as  well  as  Hildebrand's,  were  demoUshed  and  heard  of  no  more.  Buck- 
land  retreated  and  took  position  with  MeClernand.  In  these  attacks 
Anderson's  and  Pond's  Confederate  brigades  joined  with  gi-eat  vigor  and 
severe  loss,  but  with  unequal  fortune.     The  former  had  one  success  after 
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another ;  the  latter  suffered  a  series  of  disasters ;  and  yet  an  eqnal  coui'age 
animated  them.  Gladden's  Ijrigade  made  a  final  desperate  and  successful  chai'ge 
on  Pi-entiss's  line.  The  whole  Federal  front,  which  had  been  Ijroken  here  and 
there,  and  was  getting  ragged,  gave  way  under  this  hammering  process  on  front 
and  flank,  and  fell  back  across  a  ravine  to  another  strong  position  behind  the 
Haml)urg  and  Purdy  road  in  rear  of  Shiloh.  Shennan's  route  of  reti-eat  was 
marked  by  the  thick-strewn  coi'pses  of  his  soldiers.  At  last,  pressed  back 
toward  both  Owl  Creek  and  the  river,  Sherman  and  McClemand  found  .safety 
by  the  interposition  on  theii-  left  flank  of  "W.  H.  L.  Wallace's  fresh  divi.siou. 
Hm-11)ut  and  Wallace  had  advanced  about  8  o'clock,  so  that  Prentiss's  ••oni- 
mand  found  a  refuge  in  the  intervals  of  the  new  and  formidable  Federal  line, 
with  Stuart  on  the  left  and  Sherman's  shattered  di^•ision  on  the  right. 

General  Johnston  had  pushed  Chalmers  to  the  right  and  front,  sweeping 
down  the  left  l>ank  of  Lick  Creek,  driving  in  pickets,  until  hi»  encountered 
Stuart's  Federal  brigade  on  the  Pittsbm-g  and  Hambui'g  road.  Stuart  was 
strongly  posted  on  a  steep  hill  near  the  river,  covered  with  thick  undt-rgi-owth, 
and  with  an  open  field  in  front.  McArthur  was  to  his  right  and  rear  in  the 
woods.  Jackson  attacked  McArthnr,  who  fell  back ;  and  Chalmers  went  at 
Stuart's  brigade.  This  command  reserved  its  fli"e  until  Chalmers's  men  were 
within  forty  yards,  and  then  delivered  a  hea'vy  and  destructive  volley ;  but, 
after  a  hard  fight,  the  Federals  were  tb-iven  back.  Chalmers's  right  rested  on 
the  Tennessee  River  bottom-lands,  and  he  fought  down  the  bank  toward 
Pittslnirg  Landing.  The  enemy's  left  was  completely  tm-ned,  and  the  Fed- 
eral army  was  now  crowded  on  a  shorter  line,  a  mile  or  more  to  the  rear  of 
its  first  position,  with  many  of  their  brigades  hors  de  combat.  The  new  line 
of  battle  was  established  lief  ore  10  o'clock.  All  the  Confederate  tro(ips  wei'e 
then  in  the  front  line,  except  two  of  Breckimidge's  brigades,  Bowen's  and 
Statham's,  which  were  mo^dng  to  the  Confederate  right,  and  soon  occupied 
the  interval  to  the  left  of  Chalmers  and  Jackson.  Hardee,  with  Clebiu'ne 
and  Pond,  was  pressing  Sherman  slowly  but  steadily  back.  Bragg  and  Polk 
met  about  half -past  10  o'clock,  and  by  agreement  Polk  led  his  troops  against 
McCIernand,  while  Bragg  directed  the  operations  against  the  Federal  center. 
A  gigantic  contest  now  began  which  lasted  more  than  five  hours.  In  the 
imi^etuous  rush  forward  of  regiments  to  fill  the  gaps  in  the  front  line,  even 
the  Ijrigade  organization  was  broken ;  but,  though  there  was  ilislocation  of 
commands,  there  was  little  loss  of  effective  force.  The  Confederate  assaults 
were  made  by  rapid  and  often  unconnected  charges  along  the  hue.  They 
were  re^jeatedly  checked,  and  often  repulsed.  Sometimes  counter-charges 
drove  them  back  for  short  distances ;  but,  whetlier  in  assault  or  recoil,  both 
sides  saw  their  bravest  soldiers  fall  in  frightful  numbers.  The  Confederates 
came  on  in  motley  garb,  varniig  from  the  favorite  gray  and  domestic  "  biit- 
ternut"  to  the  blue  of  certain  Louisiana  regiments,  which  jiaid  dearly  the 
penalty  of  doubtful  colors.  Over  them  waved  flags  and  ]iennons  as  various 
as  their  uniforms.  At  each  charge  there  went  up  a  wild  yell,  lieard  above  the 
roar  of  artillery;  only  the  Kentuckians,  advancing  with  nu^isurod  step,  sang 
in  chorus  their  war-song;  "Cheer,  boys,  cheer;  we'll  march  away  to  battle.'' 
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IN    THE    SUMMER    OF 

1S84 


On  the  Fedeial  ^^X^^^r^'^-^-^-^s-  left  eentei  W   H  L 

Wallace's  and  Hurl-      ^^:^-   *'      ^^  ,-    ,   "    '   ''  but's    divisions    were 

massed,    with    Pren-  ''  '    ',-       '    "^  tiss's    fragments,    in    a 

position  so  impregnable,  and  thronged  with  such  tierce  defenders,  that  it 
won  from  the  Confederates  the  memorable  title  of  the  "Hornets'  Nest." 
[See  pages  504—5,  510,  and  588.]  Here,  behind  a  dense  thicket  on  the  crest  of 
a  hill,  was  posted  a  strong  force  of  as  hardy  troops  as  ever  fought,  almost 
perfectly  protected  by  the  conformation  of  the  ground,  and  by  logs  and  other 
rude  and  hastily  prepared  defenses.  To  assail  it  an  open  field  had  to  be 
passed,  enfiladed  by  the  fii'e  of  its  batteries.  No  figiii'e  of  speech  would 
be  too  strong  to  express  the  deadly  peril  of  assaiUt  upon  this  natiu'al  fortress. 
For  five  houi-s  brigade  after  brigade  was  led  against  it.  Hindman's  brigades, 
which  earlier  had  swept  everything  before  them,  were  reduced  to  fragments, 
and  paralyzed  for  the  remainder  of  the  day.  A.  P.  Stewart's  regiments  made 
fiTutless  assaults.  Then  Bragg  ordered  up  Gibson's  brigade.  Gibson  him- 
self, a  knightly  soldier,  was  aided  by  colonels  three  of  whom  afterward 
became  generals.  The  brigade  made  a  gallant  charge ;  but,  hke  the  others, 
recoiled  from  the  fii"e  it  encountered.  Under  a  cross-fire  of  artillery  and 
musketry  it  at  last  fell  back  with  very  heavy  loss.  Gibson  asked  that  artillery 
should  be  sent  him ;  but  it  was  not  at  hand,  and  Bragg  sent  orders  to  charge 
again.  The  colonels  thought  it  hopeless ;  but  Gibson  led  them  again  to  the 
attack,  and  again  they  suffered  a  bloody  reprdse. 

:  The  brigade  was  four  times  repulsed,  but  maintained  its  ground  steadily, 
until  W.  H.  L.  Wallace's  position  was  tui-ned,  when,  renewing  its  forward 
movement  in  conjunction  with  Cheatham's  command,  it  helped  to  drive  back 
its  stout  opponents.  Cheatham,  charging  with  Stephens's  brigade  on  Gibson's 
right,  across  an  open  field,  had  been  caught  under  a  murderous  cross-fire,  but 
fell  back  in  good  order,  and,  later  in  the  day,  came  in  on  Breckinridge's  left 
in  the  last  assault  when  Prentiss  was  captured.  This  bloody  fray  lasted  till 
nearly  4  o'clock,  without  making  any  visible  impression  on  the  Federal  center. 
But  when  its  flanks  were  turned,  these  assaulting  columns,  crowding  in  on  its 
front,  aided  in  its  captiu"e. 
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General  Johnston  was  with  the  right  of  Statham's  brigade,  confronting  the 
left  of  Hurlbut's  (li\asion,  which  was  behind  the  crest  of  a  hill,  with  a  depres- 
sion fiUed  with  cliapan-al  in  its  front.  Bowen's  brigade  was  further  to  the 
right  in  line  with  Statham's,  touching  it  near  this  point.  The  Confederates 
held  the  parallel  ridge  in  easy  musket-range ;  and  "  as  heavy  fli-e  as  I  ever 
saw  during  the  war,"  says  Governor  Harris,  was  kept  up  on  both  sides  for 
an  hour  or  more.  It  was  necessary  to  cross  the  valley  raked  Ijy  this  deadly 
ambuscade  and  assail  the  opiDOsite  lidge  in  order  to  drive  the  enemy  from 
his  stronghold.  When  General  Johnston  came  up  and  saw  the  situation,  he 
said  to  his  staif :  "  They  are  offering  stubborn  resistance  here.  I  shall  have 
to  put  the  bayonet  to  them."  It  was  the  crisis  of  the  conflict.  The  Federal 
key  was  in  his  front.  If  his  assault  were  successful,  theu-  left  would  be  com- 
pletely tui'ned,  and  the  victory  won.  He  determined  to  charge.  He  sent 
Governor  Harris,  of  his  staff,  to  lead  a  Tennessee  re.giment;  ami,  after  a 
brief  conference  with  Breckinridge,  whom  he  loved  and  admired,  that  officer, 
followed  Ijy  his  staff,  appealed  to  the  soldiers.  As  he  encouraged  them  with 
his  fine  voice  and  manly  bearing.  General  Johnston  rode  out  in  front  and 
slowly  down  the  line.  His  hat  was  off.  His  sword  rested  in  its  scabbard.  In 
his  right  hand  he  held  a  little  tin  cnp,  the  memorial  of  an  incident  that  had 
occurred  earlier  in  the  day.  Passing  through  a  captured  camp,  he  had  taken 
this  toy,  saying,  "  Let  this  be  my  share  of  the  spoils  to-day."  It  was  this 
plaything  which,  holding  it  between  two  fingers,  he  employed  more  effect- 
ively in  his  natural  and  simple  gesticulation  than  most  men  coidd  have 
used  a  sword.  His  presence  was  full  of  iusi^u-ation.  He  sat  his  thorough- 
bred bay,  "Fire-eater,"  with  easy  command.  His  voice  was  persuasive, 
encouraging,  and  compelling.  His  words  were  few;  he  said:  ''Men!  they 
are  stubborn ;  we  must  use  the  bayonet."  When  he  reached  the  center  of 
the  line,  he  turned.  "  I  will  lead  you ! "  he  cried,  and  moved  toward  the 
enemy.  The  line  was  already  thi'illing  and  trembling  with  that  u-resistible 
aixlor  which  in  battle  decides  the  daj'.  With  a  mighty  shout  Bowen's  and 
Statham's  brigades  moved  forward  at  a  charge.  A  sheet  of  flame  and  a 
mighty  roar  bm-st  from  the  Federal  stronghold.  The  Confederate  line  with- 
ered; but  there  was  not  an  instant's  pause.  The  crest  was  gained.  The 
enemy  were  in  flight. 

General  Jolinston  had  passed  thi-ough  the  ordeal  seemingly  unhurt.  His 
horse  was  shot  in  four  places ;  his  clothes  were  pierced  by  missiles  ;  his  boot- 
sole  was  cut  and  torn  by  a  minie  ;  but  if  he  himself  had  received  any  severe 
wound,  he  did  not  know  it.  At  this  moment  Governor  Harris  rode  iip  from 
the  right.  After  a  few  words,  General  Johnston  sent  him  with  an  order  to 
Colonel  Statham,  which  liaWug  delivered,  he  speedily  returned.  In  the  mean- 
time, knots  and  groups  of  Federal  soldiers  kept  up  a  desultory  fire  as  they 
retreated  upon  their  supports,  and  their  last  line,  now  yielding,  delivered 
volley  after  volley  as  they  sullenly  retired.  By  the  chance  of  war,  a  minie- 
ball  from  one  of  these  did  its  fatal  work.  As  he  sat  there,  after  his  wound, 
Captain  Wiekham  says  that  Colonel  O'Hara,  of  his  staff",  rode  u]\  and  General 
Johnston  said  to  him,  "  We  must  go  to  the  left,  where  the  firing  is  hea^^est,'' 


ALBERT  SIDNEY  JOHNSTON  AT  SHILOH.  565 

and  then  gave  liim  an  order,  wliieli  O'Hara  rode  off  to  obey.  Grovernor 
Harris  returned,  and,  fiudiug  Mm  very  pale,  asked  him,  "  Greneral,  are  you 
wounded  ? "  He  answered,  in  a  very  deliberate  and  emphatic  tone :  "  Yes, 
and,  I  fear,  seriously."  These  were  his  last  words.  Harris  and  Wickham  led 
his  horse  back  under  cover  of  the  hill,  and  lifted  him  from  it.  They  searched 
at  random  for  the  wound,  which  had  cut  an  artery  in  his  leg,  the  blood  flow- 
ing into  his  boot.  When  his  brother-in-law,  Preston,  lifted  his  head,  and 
addressed  him  with  passionate  grief,  he  smiled  faintly,  but  uttered  uo  word. 
His  life  rapidly  ebbed  away,  and  in  a  few  moments  he  was  dead. 

His  wound  was  not  necessarily  fatal.  Greuei'al  Johnston's  own  knowledge 
of  military  surgery  was  adequate  for  its  control  l)y  an  extemi^orized  tourni- 
quet had  he  been  aware  or  regardful  of  its  nature.  Dr.  D.  W.  Yandell,  his 
surgeon,  had  attended  his  person  duiung  most  of  the  morning ;  but,  finding  a 
large  nmnber  of  wounded  men,  including  many  Federals,  at  one  point.  Gen- 
eral Johnston  had  ordered  Yandell  to  stop  there,  establish  a  hospital,  and  give 
'them  his  services.  He  said  to  Yandell :  "  These  men  were  our  enemies  a 
moment  ago ;  they  are  oui'  prisoners  now.  Take  care  of  them."  Yandell 
remonstrated  against  leaving  him,  but  he  was  peremptory.  Had  Yandell 
remained  with  him,  he  would  have  had  little  difficulty  with  the  wound. 

Governor  Harris,  and  others  of  General  Johnston's  staff,  promptly  informed 
General  Beauregard  of  his  death,  and  General  Beauregard  assumed  command, 
remaining  at  Shiloh  Church,  awaiting  the  issue  of  events. 

Up  to  the  moment  of  the  death  of  the  commander-in-chief,  in  spite  of  the 
dislocation  of  the  commands,  there  was  the  most  perfect  regularity  in  the 
development  of  the  plan  of  battle.  In  all  the  seeming  confusion  there  was 
the  predominance  of  intelligent  design  ;  a  master  mind,  keeping  in  clear  ^dew 
its  pui'pose,  sought  the  weak  point  in  the  defense,  and,  by  massing  his  troops 
upon  the  enemy's  left,  kept  turning  that  flank.  With  the  disadvantage  of 
inferior  numbers,  General  Johnston  brought  to  bear  a  superior  force  on  each 
particular  point,  and,  by  a  series  of  rapid  and  powerful  blows,  broke  the 
Federal  army  to  pieces. 

Now  was  the  time  for  the  Confederates  to  push  their  advantage,  and,  clos- 
ing in  on  the  rear  of  Prentiss  and  Wallace,  to  finish  the  battle.  But,  on  the 
contrary,  there  came  a  lull  in  the  confhct  on  the  right,  lasting  more  than  an 
hour  from  half-past  2,  the  time  at  which  General  Johnston  fell.  It  is  true 
that  the  Federals  fell  back  and  left  the  field,  making  some  desultory  resist- 
ance, and  the  Confederates  went  foi-ward  deliberately,  occupying  then-  posi- 
tions, and  thus  helping  to  envelop  the  Fedei-al  center ;  but  Breckinridge's  two 
brigades  did  not  make  another  charge  that  day,  and  there  was  no  further 
general  direction  or  concerted  movement.  The  determinate  purpose  to  cap- 
tui"e  Grant  that  day  was  lost  sight  of.  The  strong  arm  was  withdrawn,  and 
the  bow  remained  unbent.  Elsewhere  there  were  bloody,  desidtory  combats, 
but  they  tended  to  nothing. 

About  half-past  3  the  contest,  which  had  throbbed  with  fitfid  violence 
for  five  hours,  was  renewed  with  the  utmost  fury.  Wlaile  an  ineffectual 
struggle  was  going  on  at  the  center,  a  niunber  of  batteries  opened  upon 
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Prentiss's  right  flauk,  the  center  of  wliat  remained  of  the  Federals.  The  open- 
ing of  so  heavy  a  fire,  and  the  simultaneous  though  unconcerted  advance  of 
the  whole  Confederate  line,  resulted  at  first  in  the  confusion  of  the  enemy, 
and  then  in  the  death  of  W.  H.  L.  Wallace  and  the  suiTender  of  Prentiss. 

These  generals  have  received  scant  justice  for  then-  stubborn  defense.  They 
agreed  to  hold  their  position  at  all  odds,  and  did  so  until  Wallace  received 
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his  fatal  wound  and  Prentiss  was  surroimdod  and  captured  with  nearly  three 
thousand  men.    This  delay  was  the  salvation  of  Grant's  army. 

General  Breckinridge's  command  closed  in  on  the  Federal  left  and  rear ; 
General  Polk  crushed  their  right  center  by  the  violence  of  his  assaiilt, 
and  in  person,  with  Marshall  J.  Smith's  Crescent  regiment,  received  the  sur- 
render of  many  troops.  General  Prentiss  gave  up  his  sword  to  Colonel 
Eussell.  Bragg's  ti'oops,  wrestHng  at  the  front,  poured  in  over  the  Hornets' 
Nest,  and  ,/:ared  in  the  trium])]i.  Polk  ordered  his  cavalry  to  charge  the 
fleeing  enemy,  and  Colonel  Miller  rode  down  and  captm-ed  a  l>-gun  battery. 
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His  men  "  watered  their  horses  in  the  Tennessee  River."  All  now  felt  that 
the  victory  was  won.  Bragg,  Polk,  Hardee,  Breckinridge,  all  the  corps  com- 
manders, were  at  the  fi'ont,  and  in  communication.  Their  generals  were 
around  them.  The  hand  that  had  launched  the  thunder-bolt  of  war  was 
cold,  but  its  influence  stiU  nerved  this  host  and  its  commanders.  A  line 
of  battle  was  formed,  and  all  was  ready  for  the  last  fell  swoop,  to  compel 
an  "unconditional  siu'render"  by  General  Grant. 

The  only  position  on  the  high  grounds  left  to  the  Federals  was  held  by  Col- 
onel "Webster,  of  Grant's  staff,  who  had  collected  some  twenty  guns  or  more 
and  manned  them  with  volunteers.  Soon  after  4  o'clock  Chalmers  and  Jack- 
son, i^roceeding  down  the  river-bank  whUe  Prentiss's  surrender  was  going  on, 
came  upon  this  i^osition.  The  approaches  were  bad  from  that  direction ;  never- 
theless, they  attacked  resolutely,  and,  though  repeatedly  repulsed,  kept  up  their 
assaults  tiU  nightfaU.  At  one  time  they  drove  some  gunners  from  their  guns, 
and  their  attack  has  been  generally  mistaken  by  Federal  writers  for  the  final 
assault  of  the  Confederate  army — which  was  never  made.  The  Federal  gen- 
erals and  writers  attribute  theu-  salvation  to  the  repulse  of  Chalmers,  and  the 
honor  is  claimed  respectively  for  Webster's  artillery  and  for  Ammen's  brigade 
of  Buell's  ai*my,  which  came  up  at  the  last  moment.  But  neither  they  nor  all 
that  was  left  of  the  Federal  army  could  have  withstood  five  minutes  the  united 
advance  of  the  Coirfederate  line,  which  was  at  hand  and  ready  to  deal  the 
death-stroke.  Their  salvation  came  from  a  different  quarter.  Bragg,  in  his 
monograph  wiitten  for  the  use  of  the  writer  in  preparing  the  "  Life  of  A.  S. 
Johnston,"  gives  the  following  account  of  the  close  of  the  battle : 

"  Concurriug  testimony,  especially  that  of  the  prisoners  on  both  sides, —  oiu-  captured  being 
present  and  witnesses  to  the  demoralization  of  the  enemy,  and  their  eagerness  to  escape  or  avoid 
further  slaughter  by  suiTender,  —  left  no  doubt  but  that  a  persistent,  energetic  assault  would 
soon  have  been  crowned  by  a  general  yielding  of  his  whole  force.  About  one  hour  of  daylight 
was  left  to  us.  The  enemy's  gun-boats,  his  last  hope,  took  position  opposite  us  in  the  river,  and 
commenced  a  furious  cannonade  at  our  supposed  position.  Prom  the  elevation  necessary  to 
reach  the  high  bluff  on  which  we  wei'e  operating,  this  proved  '  all  sound  and  fury  signifying 
nothing,'  and  did  not  in  the  slightest  degree  mar  our  prospects  or  our  progress.  Not  so,  how- 
ever, in  our  rear,  where  these  heavy  shells  fell  among  the  reserves  and  stragglers  ;  and  to  the 
utter  dismay  of  the  commanders  on  the  field,  the  troops  were  seen  to  abandon  their  inspiring 
work,  and  to  retire  sullenly  from  the  contest  when  danger  was  almost  past,  and  victory,  so 
dearly  purchased,  was  almost  certain." 

Polk,  Hardee,  Breckinridge,  Withers,  Gibson,  Gilmer,  and  all  who  were 
there  confirm  this  statement.  General  BueU  says  of  Grant's  army  that  there 
were  "  not  more  than  five  thousand  men  in  ranks  and  available  on  the  battle- 
field at  nightfall.  .  .  .  The  rest  were  either  killed,  wounded,  captured,  or 
scattered  in  inextricable  and  hopeless  confusion  for  miles  along  the  banks  of 
the  river."  General  Nelson  describes  them  as  "  cowering  under  the  river- 
bank,     .     .     .     frantic  with  fright  and  utterly  demoralized." 

At  this  crisis  came  from  General  Beauregard  an  order  for  the  withdrawal 
of  the  troops,  of  which  his  chief  of  staff  says  :  "  General  Beauregard,  in  the 
meantime,  observing  the  exhausted,  widely  scattered  condition  of  his  army, 
directed  it  to  be  brought  out  of  battle,  collected  and  restored  to  order  as  far 
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as  iiractical)le,  and  to  occupy  for  the  night  the  captui-ed  encampments  of  the 
enemy.  This,  however,  had  been  done  in  chief  part  by  the  otficer.s  in  immediate 
command  of  the  troops  before  the  order  was  generally  distributed."  For  this  last 
allegation,  or  that  the  army  was  exhausted,  there  is  not  the  slightest  waiTant. 
When  Beauregard's  staff-officer  gave  Bragg  this  order  he  said :  "  Have  you 
promulgated  this  order  to  the  command  I "  The  officer  replied :  "  I  have."  Gen- 
eral Bragg  then  said :  "  If  you  had  not  I  would  not  obey  it.   TIk;  battle  is  hstP 

The  concurrent  testimouy  of  the  generals  and  soldiers  at  the  front  is  at  one 
on  all  essential  points.  Greneral  Beauregard  at  Shiloh,  two  miles  in  tlie  rear, 
with  the  debris  of  the  army  sm-ging  back  upon  him,  the  shells  bui"stiug 
around  him,  sick  with  his  two  mouths'  previous  malady,  pictured  in  his 
imagination  a  wreck  at  the  front,  totally  different  from  the  actual  condition 
there.  Had  this  officer  been  with  Bragg,  and  not  greatly  prostrated  and 
suffering  from  severe  sickness,  I  firmlj^  believe  his  order  would  ha\'e  been  to 
advance,  not  to  retire.  And  this  in  s^site  of  his  theory  of  Ms  jjlan  of  battle, 
which  he  sums  u]}  as  follows,  and  which  is  so  different  from  General  John- 
ston's :  "  By  a  rapid  and  vigorous  attack  on  General  Grant,  it  was  expected 
he  would  be  beaten  back  into  his  transports  and  the  river,  or  captm-ed  in 
time  to  enable  us  to  ijrofit  by  the  victory,  and  remove  to  the  rear  aU  the 
stores  and  munitions  that  would  fall  into  oui"  hands  in  such  an  event  before 
the  arrival  of  General  Buell's  army  on  the  scene.  It  was  never  contemplated, 
however,  to  retain  the  position  thus  gained  and  abandon  Corinth,  the  stratet/ic 
2)oi)it  of  the  campaifin.^''  ^Miy,  then,  did  General  Beauregard  stop  short  in  his 
career  1  Sunday  evening  it  was  not  a  question  of  retaining,  but  of  gaining, 
Pittsburg  Landing.  Complete  factory  was  in  his  gi'asp,  and  he  thi'ew  it  away. 
General  Gibson  says:  "General  Johnston's  death  was  a  tremendous  catas- 
trophe. There  are  no  words  adequate  to  express  my  own  conception  of  the 
immensity  of  the  loss  to  our  country.  Sometimes  the  hopes  of  miUions  of 
people  depend  upon  one  head  and  one  arm.  The  "West  perished  with  Albert 
Sidney  Johnston,  and  the  Southern  country  followed." 

Monday  was  General  Beauregard's  battle,  and  it  was  well  fought.  But  in 
recalling  his  troops  from  the  heights  which  commanded  the  enemy's  landing, 
he  gave  away  a  position  which  during  the  night  was  occupied  by  Buell's 
twenty  thousand  fresh  troops,  who  tlms  regained  the  high  grounds  tliat  had 
been  won  at  such  a  cost.  Lew  Wallace,  too,  had  come  up  6500  strong.-^  More- 
over, the  orders  had  been  conveyed  l>y  Beauregard's  staff'  to  brigades  and 
even  regiments  to  withdraw,  and  the  troojis  wandered  back  over  the  tii^ld, 
without  coherence,  direction,  or  purpose,  and  encamped  where  chance  pro- 
vided for  them.  All  array  was  lost,  and,  in  the  morning,  they  met  the  attack 
of  nearly  thirty  thousand  fresh  and  organized  troops,  with  no  hope  of  suc- 
cess except  from  their  native  valor  and  th(^  resolute  purpose  roused  by  the 
triumph  of  Sunday.  Tlieir  fortitude,  tlunr  courage,  and  the  free  offering  of 
their  lives  were  equal  to  the  day  before.  But  it  was  a  retreat,  not  an  assault. 
They  retired  slowly  and  suUeidy,  shattered,  but  not  overthrown,  to  Corinth, 
the  stratef/ic  point  of  General  Beaiiref/anrs  tanipaiffn. 

tJV  Goiiorni  Wallaoe,  in  his  report  to  Oeiipral  H.iUeck,  s.iys  that  his  wliolo  oomniaml  "did  not  exceed 
5000  inoTi  of  all  arms." — EniTOHs. 
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BY  G.  T.  BEAUREGARD,  GENERAL,  C.  S.  A. 


ON  tlie  22d  of  January,  1862,  Colonel  Roger  A.  Pryor,  a  memlDev  of  the  Mili- 
tary Committee  of  the  lower  branch  of  the  Confederate  Congress,  visited 
my  headquarters  at  Centreville,  Vii'ginia,  and  in  his  own  name,  as  also  for  the 
re]3reseutatives  in  Congress  of  the  Mississijjpi  Valley  States,  urged  me  to 
consent  to  l^e  transferred  from  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  to  the  command 
of  the  Confederate  forces  at  Columbus,  Kentucky,  within  the  Depaitment  of 
Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  under  the  superior  command  of  General  Albert 
Sidney  Johnston, —  a  transfer  which  he  said  Mr.  Davis  would  not  du-ect 
unless  it  was  agi'eeable  to  me,  but  which  was  generally  desu'ed  at  Richmond 
because  of  the  recent  crushing  disaster  at  MiU  Springs,  in  eastern  Kentucky: 
the  defeat  and  death  of  ZoUicoffer.  Against  the  monitions  of  some  of  my 
friends  at  Richmond,  and  after  much  hesitation  and  disinclination  to  sever 
my  relations  with  such  an  army  as  that  of  the  Potomac,  but  upon  the 
assurance  that  General  Johnston's  command  embraced  an  aggregate  of  at 
least  seventy  thousand  men  of  all  arms,  which,  though  widely  scattered, 
might,  by  virtue  of  the  possession  of  the  "  interior  lines,"  be  concentrated  and 
operated  offensively,  I  gave  Colonel  Pryor  authority  to  inform  Mr.  Davis  of 
my  readiness  to  be  thus  transferred.  Upon  the  return  of  Colonel  Pryor  to 
Richmond,  I  was,  on  the  26th  of  January,  ordered  to  proceed  at  once  "to 
report  to  General  A.  S.  Johnston  at  Bowling  Green,  Kentucky,"  and  thence 

j  Recast  and  re\'ised  from  the  "North  American  Eeview"  for  January  and  February',  1SS6. — Editors. 
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as  promptly  as  possible  to  assume  my  new  command  at  Columbus,  "  ■vrhich," 
said  my  orders,  "  is  threatened  by  a  powerful  force,  and  tlie  defense  of  which 
is  of  vital  importance." 

Dispatching  Colonel  Thomas  Jordan,  my  chief  of  staff,  to  Eichmond,  with 
a  view  to  secui-e  from  the  War  Department  certain  aids  to  the  proper  organ- 
ization of  the  troops  I  was  to  command,  I  left  Centre\'iUe  on  the  'Id  of  Fel> 
ruary  and  reached  Bowling  Green  about  the  5th.  General  Johnston,  whom 
I  had  never  seen  before,  welcomed  me  to  his  department  with  a  cordiality  and 
earnestness  that  made  a  deep  impression  on  me  at  the  time.  As  he  informed 
me,  General  Buell's  aiTuy,  fully  75,000  strong,  was  on  the  line  of  Bacon  Creek, 
on  the  Louisville  and  ]S[ash\'ille  raihoad,  about  40  miles  from  BowUng  Green. 
General  Grant  had  about  20,000  men  in  hand  at  or  about  Caii'o,  ready  to 
move  either  upon  Fort  Henry  or  Fort  Donelson.  General  Pope,  having  a 
force  of  not  less  than  30,000  men  in  Missomi,  was  menacing  General  Polk's 
positions,  including  New  Madrid,  while  General  Halleck,  exercising  command 
over  the  whole  of  this  force  of  125,000  men  of  all  ai'ms,  had  his  headquarters 
at  St.  Louis. 

On  the  other  hand.  General  Johnston  (as  he  stated,  to  my  sm-prise)  had 
an  "  aggregate  effective  "  of  not  over  45,000  men  of  all  arms,  thus  distributed : 
at  Bowling  Green,  his  headquai'ters,  not  over  14,000 ;  at  Forts  Henry  and 
Donelson,  5500;  in  the  quarter  of  ClarksviUe,  Tennessee,  8000;  besides  17,000 
under  General  Polk,  chiefly  at  Cohmibus,  and  for  the  most  part  imperfectly 
organized,  badly  armed  and  equipped.  As  may  be  seen  from  any  map  of  the 
region,  the  chief  part  of  this  force  occupied  a  defensive  line  facing  north- 
wardly, the  two  salient  extremities  of  which  were  BowUng  Green,  some  70  miles 
by  railway  in  advance  of  Nash^-iUe,  and  Columbus,  about  110  miles  west  of 
Bowling  Green.  This  hue  was  penetrated,  almost  centrally,  by  the  Cimiber- 
land  and  Tennessee  rivers,  respectively,  at  points  in  Tennessee  just  south  of 
the  Kentucky  line,  twelve  miles  apart,  at  which  Fort  Henry  had  been  estal> 
lished  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Tennessee,  and  Fort  Donelson  on  the  west 
bank  of  the  Cumberland,  thus  constituting  the  reenteiiug  angle  of  the  line. 
These  vital  works  General  Johnston  described  as  defective  in  more  than  one 
respect  and  unready,  but  said  that  he  had  sent  his  chief  engineer  to  improve 
their  effectiveness  as  far  as  jjossible.  So  unpromising  was  the  situation  and 
so  different  from  what  had  been  represented  befoi'e  I  left  Virginia,  that  my 
first  imi:)ulse  was  to  return  at  once ;  but  this  idea  was  abandoned  at  the  ear- 
nest request  of  General  Johnston.  However,  after  an  inspection  of  the  works 
at  and  around  Bowling  Green,  I  found  that  while  strong  against  any  direct 
attack,  they  could  be  readily  turned  on  their  right,  and  I  so  stated  to  General 
Johnston.  His  reply  was,  that  in  the  event  of  a  serious  flank  movement  he 
must  evacuate  the  position,  having  no  relie"\'ing  army  to  support  it.  In  the 
face  of  this  self-evident  military  proposition,  I  recommended  the  immeiiiate 
evacuation  of  a  jiosition  so  salient  as  Bowling  Green,  that  must  fall  from  its 
own  weight  if  turiicd, —  leaving  there  only  a  cavalry  force  in  observation,  and 
concentrating  at  once  all  our  available  strength  at  Henry  and  Donelson, 
iuft)rmation  having  just  reached  us  of  the  aggressive  presence  of  Geuertil 
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Grrant  on  the  Tennessee  River.  That  recommendation  was  not  adopted,  for 
the  alleged  reason  that,  in  the  event  of  a  failure  to  defeat  General  Grant  as 
proposed,  our  forces  thus  assembled  might  be  caught  and  crushed  between 
the  armies  of  Grant  and  Buell,  and  that  it  would  also  expose  to  capture  the 
large  stock  of  military  supphes  collected  so  far  in  advance  as  Bowling  Green 
and  Clarksville,  as  weU  as  at  Nashville.  In  this  decision  sight  was  certainly 
lost  of  the  facts  that,  having  no  pontoon-train,  General  Buell  could  not  possi- 
bly throw  his  army  across  the  Cumberland,  between  Donelson  and  Nashville, 
so  as  to  prevent  the  Confederates  from  falling  safely  back  behind  Duck 
Eiver,  or  retreating  upon  Nashville  behind  the  Cumberland,  as  we  would  hold 
the  interior  or  shorter  hues. 

Fort  Henry  having  fallen  after  an  ineffective  but  gallant  defense  of  twenty- 
fom-  hom-s,  unmediately  thereafter  the  railroad  bridge  across  the  Tennessee, 
about  twelve  miles  southward  of  the  siuTendered  fortress,  was  destroyed.  The 
direct  line  of  communication  between  om*  forces  eastward  of  that  stream  and 
those  at  Columbus  having  thus  been  broken,  on  the  7th  of  February  I  again 
m'ged  as  imperative  the  swift  concentration  of  all  our  then  available  forces 
upon  Donelson.  General  Johnston,  however,  asserting  that  Fort  Donelson 
was  not  "  tenable,"  would  only  support  the  position  by  du'eeting  the  force  at 
ClarksviUe  to  cross  to  the  south  side  of  the  Tennessee  River,  and  ordered 
immediate  "preparations"  to  be  made  for  the  "removal"  of  the  army  at  Bowl- 
ing Green,  "to  Nashville,  in  rear  of  the  Cumberland  River."  J,  He  also  pre- 
scribed that,  "  from  Nashville,  should  any  further  retrograde  movement 
become  necessary,"  it  should  be  "  made  to  Stevenson  and  thence  according  to 
circumstances."  5^  He  further  declared  that  as  "the  possession  of  the  Ten- 
nessee River  by  the  enemy,  resulting  from  the  fall  of  Fort  Henry,  separated 
the  army  at  Bowling  Green  from  the  one  at  Columbus,"  henceforth  the  forces 
thus  sundered  must  "  act  independently  of  each  other  until  they  can  again 
be  brought  together."  % 

Fort  Henry  feU  on  the  6th  of  Febi'uary,  but  General  Grant,  failing  to  press 
the  signal  advantage  thus  gained,  did  not  advance  against  Fort  Donelson 
until  the  12th,  and  then  with  but  15,000  men,  ha^dng  dispatched,  at  the  same 
time,  6  regiments  under  General  Lew  Wallace  by  water.  The  investment  of 
the  position  was  not  completed,  however,  until  early  on  the  13th  of  February, 
the  Confederate  commander  having  had  a  whole  week  for  prej^aration.  On 
the  6th  of  February  the  Confederate  garrison  at  Fort  Donelson  embraced 
about  600  artillerists  and  3  regiments  of  infantry,  or  at  most  2350  officers 
and  men;  to  this  force  Heiman's  brigade  and  other  troops,  some  2500  men, 
were  added  that  night,  having  been  detached  that  morning  from  Fort 
Henry.  Between  the  morning  of  the  7th  of  February  and  the  investment  of 
the  position  by  the  Federal  army  of  15,000  men,  on  the  morning  of  the  13th, 
it  was  further  increased  from  the  troops  on  the  east  and  north  side  of  the 
Cumberland,  under  Brigadier-General  Floyd,  to  whom  the  command  of  the 
defense  was  now  intrusted,  so  as  to  be,  in  numbers,  about  equal  to  that  of  the 
enemy  on  the  land  side,  until  the  latter  was  reenforced  by  General  Wallace's 

3>  See  p.  487,  "Life  of  General  A.  S.  Johuston,"  by  W.  P.  Johnston.     New  York:  D.  Appleton  &  Co. 
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division,  nearly  10,000  strong,  later  in  the  afternoon  of  the  lith.  By  that 
time  the  evacuation  of  Bowling  Green,  detennined  upon,  as  I  have  said,  on  the 
7th, — and  commenced  on  the  11th  of  Febraary, — had  been  completed,  the  Con- 
federate rear-guard  having  marched  out  of  the  town  at  3:30  p.  ii.  on  the  14th. 

Satisfied,  as  atfau's  stood,  that  Nashville  ami  the  Valley  of  the  Cumberland 
could  only  be  defended  successfully  at  Donelson  and  by  the  crushing  defeat 
of  General  Grant  in  that  (juarter,  an  end  to  which  all  other  considerations 
were  evidently  of  minor  military  importance,  I  had  insisted,  as  I  may  repeat, 
upon  that  as  the  one  eAadent  exigent  operation.  That  the  resolution  to  give 
up  Bowling  Green  and  to  begin  such  a  movement  as  early  as  the  11th  of  Fel> 
ruary  ought  to  have  removed  eveiy  possible  objection  on  the  part  of  General 
Johnston  to  going  at  once  in  person  with  fidly  ten  thousand  of  his  Bowhng 
Green  army,  I  am  very  sure  must  be  the  ultimate  professional  lesson  taught 
by  the  history  of  that  most  disastrous  Confederate  campaign !  Nothing  were 
easier  in  the  exigency  than  the  transfer  from  Bowhng  Green  to  Donelson  Viy 
the  night  of  the  13th  of  Fe'^ruary  of  ten  thousand  men,  after  General  Johnston 
had  decided  that  the  immediate  abandonment  of  Kentucky  was  an  inqicratire 
necessitji.  |  Thus,  on  the  morning  of  the  1-l-th,  General  Grant's  army  of  1.5,000 
men  could  and  should  have  been  confronted  with  nearly  if  not  quite  2.5,000 
men,  who,  j^romptly  handled,  must  have  so  effectually  beaten  then-  advei*sary, 
taken  at  such  disadvantage,  before  the  advent  of  Lew  "Wallace  that  afternoon, 
as  to  have  enhanced  the  victory  for  the  Confederates  hx  the  immediate  defeat 
of  Wallace  also. 

What  happened  from  the  policy  adopted  by  the  Confederate  general  in 
chief  may  be  briefly  stated :  Fort  Donelson  was  siu-rendered  at  2  a.  m.  on  the 
Kith  of  February,  and  with  it  11,600  men.  In  the  expressive  words  of  Gen- 
eral Johnston's  telegram,  which  reached  me  at  Corinth,  '"  We  lost  aU."  And 
as  in  the  business  of  war,  as  in  all  other  material  human  aft'ah's,  "  the  omis- 
sion to  do  that  which  is  necessary  seals  a  commission  to  a  blank  of  dangers," 
so  was  it  now.  The  failm-e  to  employ  opportunely  aU  possilile  available 
resources  against  General  Grant,  and  the  consequent  loss  of  Donelson,  with 
its  invaluable  garrison,  carried  immediately  in  its  train  the  iiTevocable  loss 
of  Nashville  also,  with  the  early  abandonment  of  Middle  Tennessee.  Another 
irrevocable  consequence  was  the  evacuation  of  Columlius,  with  incalculable 
moral  detriments.  And  had  the  stroke  consummated  at  Donelson  been  vigor- 
ously pressed  to  its  proper  military  corollary, — Buell  lieing  left  to  look  after  the 
remains  of  Johnston's  army, —  General  Grant's  victorious  army  of  2.5,000  men, 
with  the  resources  of  transportation  at  its  disposal,  might  have  been  thi'own 
witliin  ten  days,  at  latest,  after  the  fall  of  Donelson,  uj^on  the  rear  of  (ieneral 
Polk's  forces  at  Columbus  and  their  easy  capture  thus  have  been  assured. 

Going  no  farther  in  the  direction  of  Columbus  than  Jackson,  in  West  Ten- 
nessee, fifty-seven  miles  north  of  Corinth,  I  there  established  my  head- 
quarters, and  called  thither  Colonel  Jordan,  my  cliief  of  staff,  who  had  gone 
to  Columbus  direct  from  Virginia  (witli  Captain  0.  B.  Ilanis.  my  chief  eugi- 

4.  It  is  iiotoworthy  that  in  tlio  movomeiit  to  Naslivillo  from  Howliiisr  Grooii.  Breckiiiriiisro's  division 
was  marehod  tweiitv-seveii  miles  oiio  dnv.  —  G.  T.  H. 
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neer)  to  inspect  the  command.  His  report  upon  rejoining  me  about  the  17th 
of  February,  and  that  of  Captain  Harris,  regarding  the  exaggerated  exten- 
sion of  the  hues,  coupled  with  a  faulty  location,  imperfect  command  of  the 
river,  and  defective  organization  of  the  troops,  confirmed  my  opinion  that 
the  place  could  not  be  evacuated  too  soon.  Greneral  Polk,  whom  I  also  caUed 
to  Jackson,  I  found  possessed  with  a  beUef  in  the  defensive  capacity  of  the 
position  and  averse  to  its  abandonment.  However,  upon  my  exposition  of 
its  sahency,  and  the  ease  with  which  its  communications,  both  by  railway 
and  water,  might  be  broken,  he  changed  his  \dews.  As,  meanwhUe  General 
Johnston  had  telegraphed  that  I  must  do  with  respect  to  Columbus  as  my 
"  judgment  dictates  " ;  and  also,  that  "  the  separation  of  oiu'  armies  is  now 
complete  " ;  and  further,  as  upon  my  report  of  the  situation  at  Columbus  the 
Confederate  War  Department  had  consented,  on  the  19th  of  February  Gen- 
eral Polk  was  du'ected  to  prepare  to  evacuate  the  position  without  delay. 
It  was  only  to  be  held  long  enough  to  remove  its  invaluable  ordnance 
to  the  batteries  erected  or  under  construction  at  Island  Number  Ten 
and  Madrid  Bend,  to  New  Madrid  and  to  Fort  Pillow,  upon  which  the 
ultimate  defense  of  the  Mississippi  River  must  depend  thereafter.  The 
preparation  of  these  works  for  the  vital  service  hoped  from  them  was  now 
intrusted  to  Captain  D.  B.  Harris,  who  subsequently  left  so  brilliant  a  rec- 
ord as  a  consummate  engineer  at  Charleston  and  Savannah,  Drewiy's  BluflE 
and  Petersbui-g. 

On  the  25tli  of  February  commenced  the  evacuation  of  a  position  the 
attempt  to  hold  which  must  have  resulted  in  the  loss  by  capture  of  the  corps 
of  at  least  13,000  men  thus  isolated,  or,  on  the  other  hand,  if  left  intact  or 
unassailed  Ijy  the  enemy,  must  have  been  rendered  whoUy  unavailalile  in  the 
formation  of  a  Confederate  army  for  the  recovery  of  what  had  been  lately 
lost, —  a  corps  without  which  no  such  ai'my  could  have  been  possibly  assem- 
bled at  Corinth  as  early  as  the  1st  of  AprU,  1862. 

Because  of  a  severe  bronchial  affection  contracted  by  esposm'e  before  leav- 
ing Bowling  Green,  I  had  not  assumed  formal  command  of  the  military  dis- 
trict assigned  to  me,  though  \'irtually  directing  all  the  movements  within  it, 
and  arduously  endeavoring  to  become  acquainted  with  the  chief  points  within 
its  limits, —  a  course  specially  requested  of  me  by  General  Johnston  through 
his  adjutant-general,  in  the  event  that  I  shoiild  not  feel  "  weU  enough  to 
assmne  command." 

Meanwhile,  thi-eatened  by  BueU's  presence  with  a  large  army  in  front  of 
Nashville,  General  Johnston,  following  the  line  of  retreat  (marked  out  as 
early  as  February  7th)  to  Stevenson,  in  north-eastern  Alabama,  had  moved 
as  far  in  that  direction  as  Murfreesboro',  where  he  assembled  about  17,000 
men  by  the  23d  of  February,  who  were  there  subdivided  into  3  di\'isions  each 
of  2  brigades,  with  a  "reserve"  under  Brigadier-General  Breckinridge,  and 
several  cavalry  regiments  unattached. 

As  the  system  of  the  "passive  defensive"  hitherto  pui'sued  had  only  led 
us  to  disaster, — the  natiu"al  fruits,  in  fact,  of  the  system, — encouraged  by  the 
latitude  that  was  given  me  in  General  Johnston's  telegram  of  February  18th, 
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I  resolved  to  exert  myself  to  the  utmost,  desjjite  all  that  was  so  unpromising, 
to  secui-e  the  means  for  an  aggressive  campaign  against  the  enemy,  of  whose 
early  movement  up  the  Tennessee  there  were  akeady  such  indications  that 
there  should  be  no  doubt  as  to  its  objective. 

But  as  General  Johnston's  projected  line  of  retrograde  upon  Stevenson 
mvist  with  each  day's  march  widen  the  distance  between  that  anny  and  the 
corps  of  Greneral  Polk,  while  (xeueral  Grrant,  naturally  flushed  with  his  recent 
signal  successes,  would  be  left  free  at  any  moment  to  move  up  the  Tennessee 
to  Hamburg  or,  indeed,  to  Eastj^ort,  and  thus,  by  seizing  the  Memphis  and 
Charleston  raUroad,  effectually  separate  and  virtually  neutralize  the  two  Con- 
federate armies, — my  sole  force  left  available  for  the  protection  of  that 
important  railway,  exclusive  of  General  Polk's  forces  at  Columbus  and  else- 
where, would  be  but  2500  men  under  Chalmers,  in  the  quarter  of  luka,  with 
3000  men  recently  anived  at  Corinth  from  Xew  Oi-leans,  under  Euggles. 

With  a  view  to  avoiding  such  a  catastrophe  as  the  enforced  penuaneut 
separation  of  oui"  two  armies,  I  urged  General  Johnston,  about  the  22d  of 
February,  to  abandon  his  line  of  march  toward  Stevenson,  and  to  hasten  to 
unite  his  army  with  such  troops  as  I  might  1  >e  able  to  assemljle,  meanwhile,  at 
the  best  point  to  cover  the  raih'oad  center  at  Corinth  together  with  Memphis, 
while  holding  Island  Number  Ten  and  Fort  Pillow.  This  plan,  of  course, 
required  more  troops  than  oui-  united  armies  would  supply.  Therefore,  on  the 
22d  of  Fel>ruary,  I  dispatched  staff-officers  with  a  cux-ular  addi'essed  to  the 
governors  of  Ala]:>ama,  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  and  Tennessee  respecting  the 
supreme  ui'gency  and  import  of  the  situation,  in  aU  its  phases,  and  invoking 
their  utmost  exertions  to  send  me,  each  of  them,  from  5000  to  10,000  men  as 
well  armed  and  equipped  as  possilile,  enrolled  iov  90  days,  within  which  period, 
by  timely,  vigorous  action,  I  trusted  we  might  recover  our  losses,  and  assm-e 
the  defense  of  the  Mississii^pi  River.  \  At  the  same  time  I  appealed  to  Gen- 
eral Bragg  for  such  troops  as  he  could  possibly  spare  temporarily  in  such  an 
exigency,  from  Mobile  and  Pensacola;  and  to  General  Lovell  for  the  like  aid 
from  New  Orleans.  To  General  Van  Dorn,  represented  to  have  an  army 
twenty  thousand  strong  in  Arkansas,  I  likewise  sent,  on  the  21st  of  February, 
a  most  pressing  invitation  to  come  in  haste  to  oui*  aid  with  as  many  men  as 
possible,  by  way  of  New  Madrid.  To  him  I  wi-ote  ("0.  R.,"  VII.,  900) :  "  The 
fate  of  Missouri  necessarily  depends  on  the  siiceessiul  defense  of  Columbus 
and  of  Island  Numl>cr  Ten;  hence  we  must,  if  possible,  combine  oxar  opei'a- 
tions  not  only  to  defend  those  positions,  but  also  to  take  the  offensive  as  soon 
as  practicable  to  recover  some  lost  gi'ound.'' 

General  Johnston  acceded  to  my  views  and  request,  though  he  did  not 
put  his  troojis  in  motion  until  the  28th  of  Febi'uary,  and  although  he 
regarded  the  projected  attenq>t  to  unite  his  army  with  mine  a  "  hazardous 
experiment."  \ 

i  See  "Military  Operations  of  General  Beaure-  those   who    are    dei-lairaiiiir    .igaiiist   mo   ^Till  be 

gard"(N.  Y. ;   Harper  &  Brothers),  I.,  240-241.  without  an  arsruraent."  —  "  Life  of  General  .\.  S. 

A,  "If  I  join  this  corps  to  the  forces  of  Beaure-  .Tohustoii."  T,etter  dated  Peeatur.  Alabama.  March 

fjaril    ^1    confess   a    hazardous    experimontl,   thou  18th,  18C>L!.  p.  521. — G.  T.  B. 
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The  evacuation  of  Columbus  was  successfully  comi)leted  on  the  2cl  of  March, 
apparentl}^  without  any  susj^icion  on  the  part  of  our  adversary  in  that  quar- 
ter that  such  an  operation  had  been  going  on,  or  without  the  least  show  of 
that  vigilance  and  vigor  that  were  to  be  apprehended  from  him  after  the 
series  of  most  serious  disasters  for  the  Confederate  arms  which  had  character- 
ized the  month  of  February,  1862.  About  seven  thousand  men  were  now 
placed  at  New  Madi'id,  and  in  the  quarter  of  Island  Number  Ten,  under  the 
command  of  General  McCown,  while  the  rest  of  General  Polk's  force  was  with- 
di'awn  along  the  line  of  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  raikoad  as  far  south  as  Hum- 
boldt, and  there  held  in  observation,  with  a  small  detachment  of  infantry 
left  at  Union  City,  and  some  five  hundi'ed  cavalry  thrown  well  out  toward 
Hickman,  on  the  Mississippi  below  Columbus,  and  extending  across  to  the 
Tennessee  Eiver  in  the  quarter  of  Paris,  to  watch  and  report  all  material 
movements  upon  either  river. 

Reliable  information  reached  me  that  while  General  Pope  was  on  his  march 
on  the  Missouri  side  of  the  Mississippi,  to  strike  at  New  Mach-id,  such  was 
the  ui'gency  of  the  danger  impending  by  way  of  the  Tennessee  River  that  it 
threatened  the  fatal  hindi-ance  of  the  conjunction  of  oui-  forces,  as  ah-eady 
arranged  about  the  23d  of  February,  in  response  to  my  dispatch  through  my 
aide-de-camp.  Captain  Ferguson.  Growing  profoundly  apprehensive,  on  the 
2d  of  March  I  dispatched  Captain  Otey,  an  assistant  adjutant-general  on 
my  staff,  with  a  note  to  General  Johnston  which  contained  these  words : 
"I  send  herewith  inclosed  a  slip  showing  intended  movements  of  the 
enemy,  no  doubt  against  the  troops  in  Western  Tennessee.  I  think 
you  ought  to  hurry  up  youi"  troops  to  Corinth  by  railroad,  as  soon  as  prac- 
ticable, for  [t]here  -k  or  thereabouts  will  be  fought  tlie  great  battle  of  this 
controversy." 

I  thus  fixed  upon  Corinth  as  the  Confederate  base,  because  the  recent 
movements  of  our  enemy  up  the  Tennessee  could  only  be  intelligently  con- 
strued as  having  the  Memphis  and  Charleston  railroad  primarily,  and  such 
a  railway  center  as  Corinth  later,  as  their  immediate  objectives.  J 

■j^  Evidently  the  word  "here,"  as  it  appears  in  to  foretell  in  January,  1862,  that  a  battle  would  be 

the  original  letter  as  it  reached  General  John-  fought  at  "Shiloh  Church,"  General  Johnston  must 

ston,  did  not  refer  and  could  not  possibly  have  also  have  foreseen  at  that  moment  that  within  the 

referred  to  Jackson,  but  to  Corinth,  as  is  shown  next  thirty  days  General  Grant  would  strike  and 

by  the  context  of  that  letter  and  of  others  rel-  capture  the  Confederate  center  at  Forts  Henry  and 

ative   to   Corinth  as  the   evident  Federal  objee-  Donelson,  with  one-fourth  of  the  entire  force  under 

five.  —  G.  T.  B.  General  Johnston's  command  at  the  time,  as  also 

J  To  say,  as  has  been  done,  with  apparent  seri-  obtain  the  control  of  both  the  Tennessee  and  Cum- 
ousness,  by  Colonel  W.  P.  Johnston  [see  p.  549  of  berland  rivers  as  far  as  navigable  ;  thus  forcing 
the  present  work] ,  that  his  father  ' '  sent "  me  at  any  the  immediate  loss  by  abandonment  of  the  Conf ed- 
time,  "  with  instructions  to  concentrate  all  avail-  erates  in  turn  of  Bowling  Green,  Nashville,  and  Co- 
able  foi'ces  near  Corinth, —  a  movement  previously  lumbus  ;  foreseen  also  that  General  Grant  would 
begun," — is  a  sheer  invention  that  is  twin-born  straightway  establish  himself  at  so  unfavorable  a 
with  the  fable  concerning  General  Johnston  and  base  of  operations  as  Pittsburg  Landing  rather 
the  map  upon  which  in  January,  1862,  it  is  alleged,  than  at  Hamburg,  which  was  really  about  to  be 
he  pointed  out  a  position  which  had  been  marked  by  made  the  Federal  base  of  operations  when  the  bat- 
the  engineers  "  Shiloh  Church,"  and  said  in  effect:  tie  of  Shiloh  interrupted  the  movement.  Under  no 
"Here  the  great  battle  of  the  South-east  will  be  other  conditions  could  there  have  been  a  battle  at 
fought"  ("Life  of  General  A.  S.  Johnston,"  by  Shiloh  Church,  a  mere  log-cabin,  unmarked  on  any 
W.  P.  Johnston,  pp.  488-490).     Now,  to  be  able  map  existing  in  January,  1862. —  G.  T.  B. 
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LIEUIINIM      I  NLl   11    JUIIX  c.  bi;eckini:ii"L 
mini  i  1  iioioiiR U'U.    (SEE  also  taoe  k' 


Ou  the  .jth  of  March  I  fonnally  as- 
sumed command  of  the  <listrict,  retain- 
ing my  headquarters  for  the  time  at 
Jackson  as  the  most  central  point 
of  observation  and  the  junction  of 
two  raih-oads.  General  Bragg's  forces 
began  to  arrive  at  Coiinth  on  the  6th, 
when  they,  with  the  other  troops  reach- 
ing there  from  other  quarters,  were 
organized  as  fast  as  possible  into  bri- 
gades and  divisions. 

As  a  material  part  of  the  history  of 
the  campaign,  I  might  here  dwell  upon 
the  jierplexing,  inexplicable  lack  of 
cordial  cooperation,  in  many  ways,  in 
the  essential  work  of  organizing  the 
Confederate  army  being  assembled  at 
Corinth,  as  efficiently  and  speedily  as 
possible  for  the  work  ahead,  that  was 
manifested  by  the  War  Department  at 
Richmond,  but  it  must  suffice  to  say 
that  a  drawback  was  encountered  from 
that  quarter  which  served  to  delay  us,  while  helping  to  make  the  operation 
which  we  finally  took  in  hand  fall  greatlv  short  of  its  momentous  aim. 

Five  Federal  divisions  (reenforced  a  few  days  later)  had  reached  Savannah, 
twelve  miles  below  Pittsburg  Landing,  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Tennessee,  by 
the  loth  of  February.  This  force,  aggregating  some  4;i,U00  men  of  all  arms, 
was  under  the  direct  command  of  General  C.  F.  Smith,  and  emliraced  the 
greater  part  of  the  army  that  had  triumphed  at  Donelsou.  One  division, 
without  lauding  at  Savannah,  was  dispatched,  uuder  General  W.  T.  Sherman, 
to  endeavor  to  land,  and  to  reach  and  cut  some  ti'cstle-woi'k  near  Bui-ns%Tlle, 
on  the  Memphis  and  Charleston  railroad.  Eifecting  a  landing,  short,  however, 
of  Eastport,  the  intervening  country  was  found  so  inundated  as  to  be  seem- 
ingly impraetical>le.  So,  this  expedition,  hardly  characterized  liy  a  reaUy 
vigorous  effort  to  reach  the  railroad,  was  abortive — a  result  aided  somewhat 
by  the  opportune  presence  ou  the  groiuid  of  Brigadier-General  Chalmei-s  with 
a  Coufed(>rate  force  of  2500  infantry.  On  his  way  ujion  this  expedition.  Gen- 
eral Siierniau  had  wisely  sent  back  from  Pittsluirg  Landing  a  request  that 
a  Federal  division  should  be  dispatched  at  ouce  to  that  jioint,  to  prevent  the 
Confederate  forces  from  occup\nng  it  and  oltstructing  his  return;  consequently 
Hm'lbut's  division  was  sent  thither,  and  it  was  found  on  its  transports  at  that 
point  by  Sherman  on  his  return  that  far  down  the  river  ou  the  16th  of  March. 
Sherman,  landing  there  his  own  division,  made  an  apparently  objectless  short 
march  into  the  interior  and  back  on  the  ITtli  of  ]\[arch.  flaking  his  report  the 
same  day  to  General  Grant,  who  had  just  reached  Savannah,  General  Sherman 
stated  that  he  was  "strongly  impressed  with  the  position"  of  Pittslmrg  Land- 
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ing,  "for  its  land  advantages  and  its  strategic  character.  The  gTonnd  itself 
admits  of  easy  defense  hx  a  sniaU  command,  and  yet  affords  admu'alile  eamping- 
gi'ound  for  one  hundred  thousand  men."  Unquestionably,  it  was  upon  this 
report  that  Pittsbiu-g,  rather  than  Hambm-g,  was  made  the  Federal  base ;  for 
Hui'lbut's  and  Sherman's  divisions  were  immediately  ordered  ashore  to 
encamp  upon  a  prescribed  line,  while,  on  the  same  day  General  Grant  directed 
all  the  other  troops  at  Savannah  except  one  division  to  be  immediately  sent 
to  the  same  point ;  Wallace's  division  being  left,  however,  at  Crump's  Laud- 
ing. About  the  position  thus  taken  by  the  Federal  army,  there  can  hardly 
be  two  professional  opinions.  It  gave  theii-  adversary  an  opportunity  for  an 
almost  fatal  counterstroke  such  as  has  rarely  been  afforded  to  the  weaker  of 
two  belligerents  in  all  the  sinews  and  resoui'ces  of  war.  A  narrow  cnl  de  sac, 
formed  by  Snake  Creek  and  Lick  Creek,  with  the  broad  bank-full  river  form- 
ing its  bottom,  tactically  as  well  as  strategically  it  was  a  false  position  for  an 
invading  army,  and  I  may  add  that,  having  been  occupied,  the  exigent  pre- 
caution, under  the  circumstances,  of  making  a  place  cVarnies  of  it  was  whoUy 
overlooked,  though  it  was  barely  twenty-three  miles  distant  from  Corinth, 
where,  according  to  the  Federal  general's  reports  of  the  period,  a  supposed 
Confederate  army  of  from  50,000  to  60,000  men  were  concentrated. 

Previously,  or  as  early  as  the  3d  of  March,  Pope,  with  about  19,000  "  present 
for  duty,"  had  appeared  before  New  Madrid,  in  Missouri,  the  essentially 
weak  or  most  vulnerable  point  of  our  upper  Mississippi  defenses.  %     Delaying 

3^  Five  divisions  each  of  2  brigades,  3  regiments  of  cavalry,  a  "body  of  unattached  troops,  including 
some  "regulars,"  and  11  batteries  of  field-artillery.     "Official  Eecords,"  VIII.,  94. — G.  T.  B. 
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his  attack,  however,  until  the  12th, — until  siege-guns  could  be  brought 
up, — the  works  there  were  easily  made  so  untenable  that  General  McCown 
abandoned  them  and  transf^nred  his  forces,  at  night,  across  the  river  to  suj)- 
port  the  heavy  batteries  at  Madrid  Bend  and  Island  Xumljer  Ten. 

About  the  time  Pittsburg  Landing  was  made  General  Grant's  base,  I  had 
collected  within  easy  marches  of  Corinth  about  23,000  men  of  aU  anus  of  the 
service,  independent  of  the  forces  of  General  Polk, — giving,  with  his  troops 
and  including  those  at  Forts  PiUow  and  ^Madrid  Bend,  an  aggi'egate  of  at 
most  44,000  men,  of  excellent  personality  but  badly  anned — paiticularly  the 
cavalry,  some  of  whom  had  no  arms  at  all.  The  new  forces,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  those  from  Mobile,  Pensacola,  and  New  Orleans,  were  raw  and  undis- 
ciplined. Made  aware  by  the  gi-eat  number  of  transports  |  that  were  now 
pljang  up  and  down  the  Tennessee  of  the  magnitude  of  the  invasion  that 
clearly  threatened  the  seizm'e  of  the  Memphis  and  Charleston  raUi'oad,  the  delay 
on  the  part  of  the  Bowling  Green  forces  filled  both  General  Bragg  and  myself 
with  great  solicitude.  Meanwhile,  on  the  15th  of  March,  General  Johnston 
addressed  me  by  telegraph :  "  Have  you  had  the  south  bank  of  the  Hatchee 
examined  near  Bolivar !  I  recommend  it  to  your  attention.  It  has,  besides 
the  other  advantages,  that  of  being  fui-ther  fi-om  the  enemy's  line," — that 
is,  Pittsbiu'g  Landing.  As  the  essential  point  for  us,  however,  was  to 
strike  a  blow  at  General  Grant  so  soon  as  General  Johnston's  troops  were 
united  with  mine,  but  before  BueU's  junction  with  the  exposed  araiy  at 
Pittsburg,  I  could  see  no  possible  advantage  in  the  least  increase  of  dis- 
tance from  our  real  objective  so  soon  as  the  advent  of  General  Johnston's 
troops  should  give  lis  the  power  ti,>  imdertake  the  offensive.  Exposing  these 
features  of  the  situation,  I  again  lu'ged  General  Johnston  to  hiu'ry  his  forces 
forward. 

On  the  2"2d  of  March  he  reached  Corinth  with  his  staff*,  and  I  went  down 
from  Jackson  to  meet  him.  Proceeding  at  once  to  explain  to  him  what 
resources  had  been  collected  and  all  that  was  known  of  the  position  and 
numbers  of  our  adversary  at  Pittsburg,  as  also  my  \-iews  of  the  imperative 
necessity  for  an  immediate  movement  against  that  adversary  lest  BueU's 
forces  should  become  a  fatal  factor  in  the  campaign,  to  my  surprise  General 
Johnston,  \vith  much  emotion,  informed  me  tliat  it  was  his  piu'pose  to  tiu-n 
over  to  me  the  command  of  the  entire  force  l>eing  assembled  at  Corinth,  and 
thereafter  confine  himself  to  the  duties  of  department  commander,  with  his 
headquarters  either  at  Memphis  or  Holly  Springs,  in  ^Mississippi.  This  course, 
as  he  explained,  he  felt  called  upon  to  take  in  order  to  restore  confidence  to 
the  people  and  even  the  army,  so  greatly  impaired  by  reason  of  recent  disas- 
ters. Thoroughly  understanding  and  appreciiiting  his  motives  (and  about 
these  and  his  words  there  could  be  no  possible  misinterpretation),  I  declined  as 
altogether  imnecessary  the  unselfish  tender  of  the  commaml,  but  agreeii,  after 
scMtic  further  exchange  of  views  touching  tlie  military  sitiiation,  to  draw  up 
a  iil.in  lor  thr  organization  of  our  forces,  ;unl.  as  second  in  comman<l,  to 
su])(>rvise  the  task  of  organization. 

4  Sixty-one  of  these  transports  were  reported  to  have  passed  by  a  point  known  as  Coffee.—  G.  T.  B. 
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By  the  27th  of  March  the  last  of  General  Hardee's  corps  reached  the  vicinity 
of  Corinth, — about  8000  men, — while  Crittenden's  division  of  5000  men  was 
halted  at  Bnrnsville  and  luka,  eastward  of  Corinth.  The  order  of  organiza- 
tion, signed  by  General  Johnston,  was  published  on  the  29th  of  March.  Based 
on  my  notes,  it  had  been  drawn  up  by  Colonel  Jordan,  and  subdivided  the 
armies  of  Kentucky  and  Mississippi,  now  united,  into  three  army  corps, 
with  reserves  of  cavalry,  artillery,  and  infantry,  the  corps  under  Major-Gen- 
erals  Polk,  Bragg,  and  Hardee  respectively,  and  the  reserve  (two  brigades) 
under  Major-General  G.  B.  Crittenden.  On  the  30th  of  March,  Colonel 
Mackall  having  been  promoted  and  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  river 
defenses  at  Madi'id  Bend,  Colonel  Jordan  was  formally  announced  as  the 
adjutant-general  of  the  "Army  of  the  Mississippi,"  and  on  the  following  day 
Brigadier-General  Breckinridge  was  substituted  for  General  Crittenden  in  the 
command  of  the  reserve. 

So  much  longer  time  than  I  had  anticipated  had  been  taken  in  effecting 
the  junction  of  the  "  Central  Army  "  with  mine,  agreed  upon  as  far  back  as 
the  23d  of  February,  that  we  were  scarcely  as  ready  for  assuming  the  offen- 
sive as  I  had  hoped  to  be,  at  latest  by  the  1st  of  April. 

However,  on  the  night  of  the  2d  of  April,  after  10  o'clock,  a  dispatch  from 
Brigadier-General  Cheatham,  in  command  at  Bethel  Station,  twenty  odd 
miles  north  of  Corinth,  reached  me  through  General  Polk,  to  the  effect  that 
he  was  being  menaced  by  General  Lew  Wallace's  division.  Assuming  that  the 
enemy  had  divided  his  forces  for  an  operation  against  the  Mobile  and  Ohio 
raih'oad  at  Bethel,  I  thus  indorsed  the  dispatch :  "  Now  is  the  moment  to 
advance  and  strike  the  enemy  at  Pittsburg  Landing."  Colonel  Jordan 
was  then  asked  to  carry  it  at  once  to  General  Johnston,  who,  after  reading 
both  dispatch  and  indorsement,  accompanied  by  Colonel  Jordan,  went 
to  General  Bragg's  quarters  near  by.  That  officer,  already  in  bed,  imme- 
diately agreed  with  my  recommendation.  General  Johnston  presented  objec- 
tions in  effect  that  our  forces  were  not  as  yet  ready  for  the  movement,  and 
that  we  could  not  move  up  our  reserve  in  time.  Colonel  Jordan,  however, 
was  able  to  reassure  him  on  these  points  by  expressing  my  conviction  that 
we  were  as  ready  now  as  we  could  hope  to  be  for  some  time  to  come,  whereas 
the  union  of  Buell's  forces  with  Grant,  which  might  be  anticipated  at  an 
early  day,  would  make  any  offensive  oi^eration  on  our  side  out  of  the  ques- 
tion. Thereupon,  General  Johnston  instructed  Colonel  Jordan  to  issue  the 
orders  for  the  movement.  This  was  done  in  General  Bragg's  bed-chamber, 
in  a  "  circular"  to  the  three  corps  commanders  directing  them  "  to  hold  their 
commands  in  hand,  ready  to  advance  upon  the  enemy  in  the  morning  by 
6  A.  M.,  with  3  days'  cooked  rations  in  haversacks,  100  rounds  of  ammunition 
for  small  arms,  and  200  rounds  for  field-pieces.  Carry  2  days'  cooked  sub- 
sistence in  wagons  and  2  tents  to  the  company."  These  orders  reached  the 
hands  of  Generals  Polk  and  Hardee  by  1 :  30  a.  m.,  and  General  Breckinridge 
was  notified  to  the  same  effect  by  telegraph  that  night. 

As  it  had  been  agi-eed  between  General  Johnston  and  myself,  the  day 
after  his  arrival  at  Corinth,  that  all  orders  relating  to  our  operations  in  that 
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quarter,  as,  also,  ti;)Ui:-hing  re- 
organization, should  be  left  in 
my  hands,  dming  the  night  of 
the  2d  of  April  I  had  made 
notes  regulating  the  order  of 
march  fi-om  Corinth  to  Pitts- 
burg, and  the  manner  of  bnus- 


ing  on  the  battle,  which  I  hand- 
ed to  Colonel  Jordan  soon  after 
daylight  the  next  morn  in  a,-. 
Those  notes  served  as  the  ba^.is 
of  Special  Ordeis,  N(^  S  of  that 
date,  issued  in  the  name  ot 
CT(Mi('ral  Jolmstou.  However, 
befoie  th(^M>  orders  ^\er(^  finall\ 
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wi'itteu,  all  the  details  were  explained  to  and  discussed  by  me  with  Gen- 
eral Johnston,  who  came  early  to  my  headquarters ;  next,  before  10  A.  M., 
I  explained  to  and  instructed  Grenerals  Polk,  Bragg,  and  Hardee,  also,  at 
my  headquarters,  in  the  presence  of  Greneral  Johnston  and  of  one  another, 
precisely  what  each  of  them  had  to  do  with  then*  respective  corps  that 
day,  and  they  were  severally  directed  to  put  their  corps  in  motion  by  the 
described  roads  in  the  direction  of  the  enemy,  by  1'2  meridian,  without 
fui'ther  order. 

Though  the  distance  to  be  traversed  was  barely  twenty-three  miles,  it  was 
no  easy  matter  to  move  an  army  of  thirty  odd  thousand  essentially  raw  troops, 
with  then-  artillery,  through  so  densely  wooded  a  country  as  that  intervening 
between  Corinth  and  oiu-  objective.  Of  the  two  narrow  country  roads  that 
existed,  the  shorter  was  assigned  to  Bragg's  corps,  because  it  was  the  one 
immediately  contiguous  to  it ;  whUe  to  Hardee's  corps  was  given  the  initiation 
of  the  movement,  with  the  longest  line  of  march  as  well  as  the  front  line 
in  the  approaching  onset,  because  it  was  made  up  of  troops  most  hardened 
by  long  marches,  and  the  best  trained  in  field  service.  Polk's  corps 
followed  Hardee's    necessarily,   because   there  was  no  other  way  for  it,| 

^  As  for  marching  upon  Pittsburg  in  three  sep- 
arate columns  of  corps,  as  would  seem  to  be  indi- 
cated in  the  cipher  dispatch  to  Mr.  Davis  of  the 
3d  of  April,  the  terrain  to  be  passed  over  made 
such  a  movement  an  absolute  impossibility.  And 
I  must  add,  that  another  pretension  set  up  by 
Colonel  Johnston,  supported  by  Mr.  Davis,  is  flatly 
contradicted  by  the  official  reports  of  the  corps 
commanders,  which  show  that  they  entered  battle 
exactly  as  prescribed  in  Special  Orders,  No.  8. 

Apropos  of  the  alleged  missing  dispatch  of  April 
4th,  Mr.  Davis  has  asseverated  as  recently  as  the 
spring  of  1887,  that  it  was  in  a  different  cipher 
from  that  of  April  3d,  which  erroneously  described 
the  manner  of  march,  not  only  in  date  and  matter, 
but  in  the  character  of  cipher  used,  being  in  a 
cipher  that  he  had  sent  GeneralJohnston  specially 
for  such  a  dispatch :  a  fatal  statement  in  vie  w  of  the 
fact  that  there  is  to  be  found  (p.  365,  Vol.  X.,  Part 
II.,  "Official Records")  \Ms  postscrix)ium  to  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Davis  to  General  Johnston,  dated  as  late 
as  March  26th,1862: 

"  I  send  you  [by  Mr.  Jack]  a  dictionary,  of  wliicli  I  have 
the  duplicate,  so  that  ytni  may  commuuicate  with  nie  liy 
ciplier,  telegraphic  or  written,  as  follows:  First  give  the 
page  by  its  niunber;  eecontl,  the  coUinin  by  the  letter  L, 
M,  or  K,  as  it  may  be,  in  the  left-hand,  middle,  or  right- 
hand  column ;  thii*d,  the  number  of  the  word  in  the 
column,  counting  from  the  top.  Thus,  the  word  junc- 
tion would  be  designated  by  146,  L,  20." 

That  is,  Mr.  Davis  sent  him  the  very  diction- 
ary which  supplied  the  cipher  into  which  the 
original  of  General  Johnston's  dispatch  to  Mr. 
Davis  of  April  3d  was  translated,  by  one  of  my 
staff,  for  transmission,  having  been  handed  over 
to  me  for  that  purpose  by  General  Johnston  ;  and 
a  copy  of  the  translation  into  that  cipher  is  to  be 
seen,  in  its  due  order  of  date,  in  my  telegraph-book 
of  the  period.  That  Captain  Jack  reached  Corinth 
before  General  Johnston  advanced  against  Pitts- 
burg is  stated,  page  522  of  Col.  Johnston's  Life  of 


his  father,  on  which  page,  I  may  notice,  is  the  very 
letter  from  Davis  of  the  26th  of  March,  but  with 
the  material  poslscriptum  omitted.  After  General 
Johnston's  death,  the  original  of  the  telegram  of 
April  3d  was  found,  but  no  record  of  another  later 
one,  which  Mr.  Davis  claims  to  have  received, 
basing  that  claim,  manifestly,  only  on  the  fact  that 
in  his  own  reply,  dated  April  5th,  he  had  referred 
to  a  telegram  ''  of  yesterday,"  which  plainly  could 
only  be  that  of  April  3d,  received,  however,  on 
the  4th,  which  he  erroneously  supposed  to  be  of  that 
date.  That  Mr.  Davis's  telegram  was  an  answer 
to  no  other  dispatch  than  that  of  the  3d  of  April 
is  plain  from  the  text  of  that  answer,  for  it  clearly 
echoes  its  language.  For  the  clear  understanding 
of  this  much-mooted  matter,  I  give  the  exact  cipher 
text  of  the  dispatch  of  Aj^ril  3d,  as  it  reached  Mr. 
Davis,  as  I  insist,  not  until  April  .5th,  and  as  it  is 
of  record  in  my  official  telegram-book  in  its  regu- 
lar order  of  date  as  follows  : 

"CoKiXTH,  April  3d,  1862,  3  P.  M. 
"To  THE  President,  Richmoxd,  Va. 

"General  Buell  132.  E.  5  —  166  L  26  —  250. 
M20  — 250  Rg  — 239  M  32— 111  M  28— Colum- 
bia -43  M  6  — Clifton  252  M  6.— 218  M.  26.  Mit- 
chell 32.  E.  22— 124.  R.  32.-276  R  27—248 
M,  1—250  R.  9—59  R.  17  — 108  — M.  20  — 
109.  R.16  — 175R6ed  — 109R.18— 252.M6  — 
174  L.  2S  — 31  M.  10—69.  L.  12  — Pittsbiu-g- 
84  M.  4  —  111.  M.  28  — Bethel  — 156  M.  4  —  37 
M.  20— 111.  M.  28  Corinth  — 210  M.  16  111  M. 
28— Burnsville  — 63  R.  25—252  R.  11  —  169. 
L  1 2  —  Monterey  — 174.  E.  14  —  Pittsburg.  Beau- 
regard, 221  R.  10  —  132  R.  5  —  56,  M.  14  — 
Polk  150.  M.  7  — Hardee,  48.  M.  3— Bragg  213 
M.  6  —  276.  M.  22.  Breckinridge  210  M.  16  — 
126  M.  4  — 92.  R.  18  — 32.  M.  28  — Buell  44.  M 
13-109  M.  6  —  146.  L.  20  — (Signed)  A.  S. 
JoHXSTOX,  General  C.  S.  A." 

The  translated  text,  as  given  both  by  Mr.  Davis 
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and  next  to  Hardee's   troops  those   under  Polk  had  been  most  seasoned 
by  marching. 

Although  ovtx  troops  were  iuid(:'r  arms  at  an  early  hour  on  the  3d  of  April, 
as  prescribed  in  the  "circular"  order,  it  is  a  pari  of  the  histoiy  of  the  cam- 
paign that  the  commanders  of  the  two  leading  coi^js  not  only  failed  to  put 
theii-  troops  in  motion  at  least  as  early  as  meridian  on  the  .Sd  of  Apiil,  but 
did  not  move  until  so  late  in  the  afternoon  as  in  effect  to  cause  oiir  anny  to 
reach  the  pi*esence  of  its  objective  twenty-foui-  hours  later  than  there  was 
every  reason  to  expect,  considering  the  shortness  of  the  distance  to  be  over- 
come. What  led  to  this  delay  of  the  outset  of  the  Second  and  Third  coi-ps 
has  certainly  never  been  explained  in  any  official  document  which  has  yet 
seen  the  light.  Their  preparations  necessary  for  such  a  movement  were  of 
the  slightest,  or  only  to  cook  five  days'  rations,  and  to  load  a  few  wagons,  for 
the  amount  of  ammunition  to  be  carried  was  no  more  than  they  had  been 
directed  some  days  previously  to  have  and  keep  in  possession  of  the  ti'oops. 
Moreover,  Hardee's  corps  (Polk's  also),  "  with  all  detached  brigades,"  had  been 
under  orders  of  "readiness  for  a  field  movement"  ever  since  the  1st  of  Apiil 
("Official  Records,"  Vol.  X.,  Part  II.,  p.  381).  Be  this  as  it  may,  Bragg's  coi-ps 
did  not  quit  the  vicinage  of  Corinth  until  so  late  that  afternoon  that  none  of  it 
reached  Monterey,  twelve  miles  away,  until  the  next  morning  at  8:30,  and 
one  division  (Withers's)  was  not  there  until  late  on  the  -tth  of  Apiil.  Har- 
dee's corps,  though  dilatory  in  quitting  Corinth,  would  have  easily  reached  its 
destination  early  enough  on  the  second  day's  march  to  have  lieen  deployed  on 
the  same  ground  that  it  occupied  on  the  night  of  the  5th,  twenty-four  houi-s 
later,  had  not  General  Bragg  interposed  his  authority  to  check  its  advance. 
The  march  on  the  -Ith  was  unaccountably  slow  and  confused,  especially  that  of 
the  Second  Corps,  in  view  of  the  numerous  staff  attached  to  the  headquarters 
of  each  corps.  The  roads  were  extremely  narrow  and  rendered  excessively 
bad  for  artillery  in  some  places  by  the  rains,  while  the  Second  Corps  was 
unused  to  marching;  but  all  this  hardly  made  it  out  of  the  power  of  that  army 
to  reach  its  objective  by  the  night  of  April  -Ith,  had  there  been  a  closer 
personal  attention  given  to  the  movement  during  that  day  by  those  whose 
duty  it  was  to  execute^  Special  Orders,  No.  8.  And  the  cost  was  an  u-renie- 
dial)le  loss  of  twenty-four  hours.  Another  misadventm-e,  that  might  have 
brought  lis  sore  disaster,  was  a  cavalry  reconnoissance  with  two  pieces  of  artil- 
lery pushed  forward  without  auth<M'ity  on  the  4th.  from  Bragg's  corps  into 

and  Colcinel  .Tohiistuii,   is  in  these  wonls  :   "  ('(iK-  lu    publishing    it    as    found  among   his  f.Hther's 

iNTii.  A]>iil  lid,    isd'j.     General  Buell  in  motion  iiapers,  the  son  presents  this  telegram  as  "eoutain- 

:i(i,0(l()  sti-ontr,  rapidly  from  Ootumbia  by  Clifton  iug  the  plan  of  battle  as  General  Johnston  had 

to  Savannah.     Mitehel  behind  him  with  10,00(1.  originally  de%-ised,  but  not  as  he  hail  fought  it: 

Confederate    forces  —  40,000 — ordered    forward  doubtless  in   deference  to   General    Beaureg:>rd's 

to   offer  battle    near    Pittsbm-g.     Division    from  opinion   in   the    matter,   and    for    n\-isons    which 

Bethel,    main    body   from   Corinth,   reserve    from  seemed  sufficient  at  the  time."  On  the  other  hand, 

BurnsviUe,   converging  to-morrow  near  Monterey  Jlr.  Davis  gives  it  not  as  a  plan  of  battle,  but  merely 

on    I'ittsbnrg.     Bea\iregard    second  in   command,  of  the  march  from  Corinth  to  the  field. —  while  the 

I'ollcthe  left,  Bragg  the  center.  Hardee  the  right  alleged  missing  dispatch  of  the  4th  of  .\pril  gave 

wing,    Breckinridge    the   reserve.     Hope   engage-  not  only  the  plan  of  battle  as  devised,  liut   as  it 

ment  before  Buell  can  form  junction.  was  fought   up  to  the  moment  of  General  John- 

"To  THE  President.  Kichmond."  stou's  death. —  G.  T.  B. 
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collision  with  the  enemy  with  such  aggressiveness  that  it  ought  to  have  given 
the  Fedei'al  general  full  notice  that  an  offensive  army  was  close  behind  it,  and 
led  to  immediate  preparation  for  our  onset,  including  intrenchments. 

After  the  Third  Corps  had  reached  its  assigned  position,  on  the  after- 
noon of  the  5th  of  April,  and  the  other  corps  were  in  supporting  distance, 
including  the  reserve  that  had  encountered  a  much  more  difBcult  road 
between  Burnsville  and  Monterey  than  had  been  traversed  by  the  other 
troops,  naturally  their  commanders  were  called  together  at  a  point  not  two 
miles  distant  from  Shiloh  Church, — as  it  turned  out,  not  far  in  the  rear  of 
Hardee's  hue. 

Of  course,  it  was  recognized  to  be  too  late  for  an  attack  that  day.  More- 
over, it  was  reported  that  the  First  Corps  was  akeady  nearly  out  of  provisions, 
and  that  the  ammunition  train  was  stiU  so  far  to  the  rear  as  to  be  unprom- 
ising. The  loss  of  twenty-four  hours,  when  every  hour  was  precious  because 
of  the  imminent  danger  of  Buell's  conjunction,  the  maladroit  manner  in 
which  our  troops  had  been  handled  on  the  march,  and  the  blunder  of  the 
noisy,  offensive  reconnoissance,  coupled  with  these  reports  of  corps  com- 
manders, served  to  satisfy  me  that  the  purpose  for  which  we  had  left  Corinth 
had  been  essentially  frustrated  and  should  be  abandoned  as  no  longer  fea- 
sible. The  military  essence  of  our  projected  opei^ation  was  that  it  should  be 
a  surprise,  whereas,  now,  I  could  not  believe  the  enemy  was  stiU  ignorant 
of  oui'  near  presence  with  an  aggressive  intention,  and  if  now  attacked  would 
be  found  intrenched  beyond  the  possibility  of  being  beaten  in  assault  by  so 
raw  and  undisciplined  an  army  as  ours  was,  however  intrepid.  Hence,  an 
imperative  prudence  that  included  the  necessity  for  preserving  that  army 
essentially  intact  for  fui'ther  operations  forced  me  to  advise  against  any 
attempt  now  to  attack  the  enemy  in  position  and  to  retrace  oui-  steps  toward 
our  base  with  the  possible  result  of  leading  him  to  follow  us  away  from  his 
own  and  thus  giving  us  a  probable  opening  to  the  retrieval  of  the  present 
lost  opportunity. 

Greneral  Johnston  listened  heedfully  to  what  I  said,  but  answered  that  he 
hoped  not  only  we  should  find  our  enemy  stiU  unready  for  a  sudden  onslaught, 
but  that  there  was  yet  time  for  it  before  Buell  could  come  up ;  therefore,  he 
shordd  decide  to  adventui'e  the  enterprise  as  early  after  dawn  the  next  day 
as  possible,  adding  his  opinion  that  now  our  troops  were  jDartly  in  line  of 
battle  it  were  "  better  to  make  the  venture."  The  opinions  of  the  coi'ps  com- 
manders, I  may  add,  were  neither  asked  nor  given.  That  my  views  were 
based  on  sound  military  principles  it  seems  to  me  could  be  readily  deduced 
from  what  followed  at  the  battle  of  Shiloh  itself,  were  this  the  place  for  such 
a  discussion. 

So  soon  as  Greneral  Johnston's  decision  was  announced,  the  conference 
ended  with  the  understanding  on  all  sides  that  the  battle  should  be  ventured 
at  dawn  on  the  6th  of  April,  according  to  the  manner  already  prescribed  in 
Special  Orders,  No.  8,  to  which  end  every  exertion  should  be  made  to  place 
our  troops  in  the  best  shape  possible  for  the  attack.  No  further  conference 
was  held  that  night  by  General  Johnston  with  myself,  or  with  the  reserve 
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oi-  corps  commanders ;  nor  did  he  issue  any  order  at  all  concerning  the 
impending  battle. 

At  the  first  flush  of  dawn  on  the  6th,  the  Confederate  army  was  promptly 
formed  in  the  three  lines  directed  in  Special  Orders,  No.  8,  except  that  unto- 
wardly  the  left  of  Hardee's  corps,  which,  reenforced  by  Gladden's  division  of 
Bragg's  corps,  constituted  the  advance,  did  not  rest  on  Owl  Ci'eek,  as  pre- 
scribed. Nine  thousand  and  twenty-foui-  men  were  in  this  line,  deployed  for 
Ijattle,  and  formed,  as  it  were,  a  heavy  skinnish  hue  thi-own  forward  to 
embrace  the  whole  Federal  front.  Five  hundred  yards  rearward  was  Bragg's 
corps  (less  Gladden's  division),  10,731  men,  exclusive  of  cavahy,  in  a  hne,  as 
far  as  the  nature  of  the  ground  admitted,  of  regiments  massed  in  double  col- 
umns at  half  distance — not  deployed  in  hue  of  battle,  as  some  writers  have 
stated,  coupled  with  criticisms  based  thereon.  General  Polk's  corps  of  90.36 
men,  exclusive  of  cavaky,  came  next,  some  800  yards  behind  Bragg  in  a  col- 
umn of  brigades  deployed  in  line  of  battle  on  the  left  of  the  Pittsbm-g  road, 
each  brigade  having  its  own  battery,  and  there  was  cavahy  j^rotecting  the 
left  of  his  line.  The  reserve,  under  Breckinridge,  of  7062  men,  exclusive  of 
cavalry,  marched  in  the  rear  of  Bragg's  right  or  between  the  Pittsburg  road 
and  Lick  Creek.  The  troops  of  the  third  line  were  to  be  thrown  forward 
according  to  the  exigencies  of  the  battle.  The  total  force  thus  sent  for- 
ward against  the  Federal  position  numbered  40,.33.5  rank  and  file,  of  all 
arms,  including  4382  cavalry,  more  than  half  of  whom  were  of  no  other 
military  value  except  for  observation  or  outjiost  ser^'ice  that  did  not  involve 
skii'mishing.     [See  estimates,  page  557.] 

On  the  other  hand,  the  force  to  be  assailed  occupied  "a  continuous  line 
from  Lick  Creek,  on  the  [Federal]  left,  to  Owl  Creek,  a  branch  of  Snake 
Creek,  on  the  [Federal]  right,  facing  nearly  south,  and  possibly  a  little  west,'' 
says  General  Grant.  Then'  tu'st  line,  reaching  from  the  bridge  on  Owl  Creek 
to  the  Lick  Creek  ford,  was  held  by  the  divisions  of  Generals  Sherman 
and  Prentiss ;  three  of  Sherman's  brigades  holding  the  Federal  right,  while 
the  other  (Stuart's)  was  on  the  extreme  left,  with  its  left  resting  ou  Lick  Creek. 
This  division  had  from  16  to  18  guns,  and  also  a  cavalry  support.  Prentiss 
occupied  the  intervening  space.  These  two  divisions  numbered  at  least  seven- 
teen thousand  men,  exclusive  of  cavalry.\ 

Aboxit  half  a  mile  behind  Sherman  and  Prentiss  came  McClernand's  divis- 
ion of  7028  effectives ;  nearer  the  river  were  the  divisions  of  C.  F.  Smith, 
(under  W.  H.  L.  Wallace)  and  of  Hurlbut,  aggregating  16,000  men  with  34 
guns.  There  was  also  a  cavalry  force  including  detachments  from  two  "  regu- 
lar" regiments.  Tims  the  force  encountered  must  have  numbered  forty  thou- 
sand men,  infantry  and  artillery,  supjiorted  by  sixty  odd  guns.  The  givimd 
occupied  was  an  undulating  table-land  embraced  between  Owl  Creek  and 
Lick  Creek,  that  run  nearly  in  the  same  genei'al  direction  and  are  about  four 
miles  apart  at  their  mouths.  This  area,  rising  in  some  places  about  one  hun- 
dred feet  above  the  low-water  level  of  the  vi\or,  was  from  three  to  five  mUes 

\  Prentiss's  division  is  reported  ("  Offieial  Records,"  Vol.  X.,  Part  I.,  1 1  '2)  as  iiuml>erin!i  but  ,">4(>3 
men  "  present  for  duty  "  April  r>tli,  but  i2  regiments  and  a  battery  joined  during  the  battle. —  G.  T.  B. 
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broad.  luterlaced  by  a  network  of  ravines,  which,  near  the  river,  are  deep, 
with  abrupt  sides,  the  ground  rises  somewhat  ridge-like  in  the  quarter  of 
Lick  Creek,  and  recent  rains  had  made  all  these  depressions  boggy  and  diffi- 
cult for  the  movement  of  artillery  across  them.  A  primitive  forest,  dense 
with  uudergi'owth,  spread  over  the  whole  s]3ace  except  a  few  scattered  farm 
fields  of  from  fifty 
to  seventy-five  acres. 
Pittsbui'g  Landing, 
near  the  mouth  of 
Snake  Creek,  was 
about  thi'ee  miles 
from  that  of  Lick 
Creek.  The  two  roads 
from  Corinth,  while 
crossing  Lick  Creek 
about  a  mUe  asunder, 
come  together  two 
miles  from  Pittsburg. 
A  road  from  Puixly, 
crossing  Owl  Creek  by 
a  bridge  near  Sher- 
man's right,  gave  one 
way  to  reach  the  field 
from  Crump's  Land- 
ing, but  the  shortest 
road  between  the  two 
landings  was  one  near 
the  river  leading  over 
a  bridge  aci'oss  Snake 
Creek. 

As  it  has  been  de- 
nied in  the  highest 
quarters  that  the  Con- 
federate attack  on  the  6th  of  April  was  of  the  natui'e  of  a  surprise,  it  belongs 
to  the  history  of  the  day's  operations  to  give  here  these  words  of  a  note  from 
General  Sherman  to  his  chief,  in  the  afternoon  of  the  5th.  The  "  enemy  is 
saucy,  but  got  the  worst  of  it  yesterday.  .  .  .  I  do  not  apprehend  any- 
thing like  an  attack  upon  our  position."  General  Grant  thereupon  wi'ote 
to  his  superior,  General  Halleck:  "Oiu'  outposts  have  been  attacked  in  con- 
siderable force.  I  immediately  went  up,  but  found  all  quiet.  ...  I  have 
scarcely  the  faintest  idea  of  an  attack  upon  us."  Moreover,  at  .3  o'clock 
p.  M.,  having  visited  the  encampment  of  Colonel  Ammen  near  Savannah, 
General  Grant  informed  that  officer  that  water  transportation  would  be 
furnished  for  his  brigade  of  Nelson's  division.  Army  of  the  Ohio,  on  the 
7th  or  8th  of  April,  or  some  time  early  in  the  week,  and  also  that  there 
would  be  "  no  fight "  at  Pittsburg,  but  at  "  Corinth,  where  the  rebels  were 
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fortified." i!V  Further,  even  when  leaving  Savannah  tlie  next  morning,  GJ-eneral 
Grant  scarcely  at  first  can  have  believed  that  his  amiy  was  Ijeing  seiiously 
attacked,  for  instead  of  dispatching  to  the  field  the  whole  of  Nelson's  division 
by  steamers,  he  ordered  it  to  march  thither  by  a  wretched  road,  a  march 
that  occupied  neaily  the  whole  day.  Aside,  however,  from  such  documen- 
tary evidence,  or  did  none  exist,  the  absence  of  all  those  ordinary  precautions 
that  habitually  shield  an  army  in  the  field  must  for1ji<l  the  histoiian  from 
regarding  it  as  other  than  one  of  the  most  sui'prising  sui-piises  ever  achieved. 

About  5  A.  M.  the  Confederate  lines  were  set  in  motion.  The  first  collision 
was  in  the  quarter  of  Gladden's  brigade,  on  oiu"  right,  and  with  a  battalion 
of  five  companies  of  the  21st  Missoiiri  of  Prentiss's  di\-ision  dispatched  well 
to  the  front  by  General  Prentiss,  of  his  own  motion,  as  early  as  3  a.  ji.  But 
for  this  incident,  due  solely  to  the  intelligent,  soldierly  forethought  of  an 
officer  not  trained  to  the  business  of  war,  the  whole  Federal  fi-out  would 
have  been  struck  whoUy  unawares,  for  nowhere  else  had  such  pnideuee 
been  shown. 

Exactly  at  6  a.  m.  Prentiss's  whole  division  was  under  fire,  and  the  battle 
of  Shiloh  began  in  earnest. 

As  soon  as  the  outburst  of  musketry  and  artillery  gave  notice  that  Hardee's 
fine  was  engaged,  General  Johnston  said  that  he  should  go  to  the  front, 
leaving  me  in  the  general  direction,  as  the  exigencies  of  the  battle  might 
arise.  J  Then  he  rode  forward  with  his  personal  staff  and  the  chief  engineer 
of  the  army.  Colonel  Gilmer,  the  only  officer  of  the  general  staff  in  liis  suite, 
Colonel  Jordan,  remaining  mth  me.  At  7:30  a.  m.,  by  which  time  the  battle 
was  in  full  tide,  as  was  e\ddent  from  the  play  of  artillery  and  the  hea^-y,  con- 
tinuous rattle  of  small  arms,  I  ordered  Generals  Polk  and  Breckinridge  to 
hasten  forward,  the  first  to  the  sixpport  of  our  now  engaged  left,  and  the  latter 
in  a  like  service  affecting  our  right.  Adjutant-General  Jor<lau,  whom  I  had 
early  in  the  morning  directed  to  impress  personally  on  the  corps  commanders 
the  value  of  fighting  theii'  artillery  massed  twelve  guns  at  a  point,  was  also 
now  dispatched  forward  to  overlook  the  field  and  lu-ge  on  the  attack  con- 
tinuously at  as  many  points  as  possible. 

Wlien  our  attack  reached  Shei-man's  di\'ision.  owing  to  the  failm-e  of 
Hardee  to  keep  his  left  near  Owl  Creek  as  was  intended,  only  the  left  bri- 
gade of  that  di\'ision  on  the  Federal  right  was  struck,  lea^-ing  intact  the  other 
two  to  the  left  of  our  left  flank,  which  were  swiftly  formed  l>y  General 
Sherman  on  strong  ground  with  a  small  watercourse  in  his  front.  But  the 
other  stricken  brigade  was  swept  out  of  its  encampment,  scattered,  and  took 
no  further  part  as  an  organization  in  the  battle  of  either  ilay. 

Wliile  Hardee's  left  failed  to  touch  the  enemy's  right,  on  his  own  right 
there  was  left  a  vacant  space  between  it  and  Lick  Creek,  to  fill  which  Chal- 
mers's brigade  of  Withers's  division,  Bragg's  corps,  was  ordered  uji  from  the 
second  line,  with  a  battery ;  and  a  hot,  urgent  conflict  ensued  in  that  quarter, 
in  which  General  Johnston  was  present,  after  Chalmers  had  carried  at  least 

■i^^ Diary  of  Col.  .Jacob  Aiuinen,  "Official  Kecords."  Vol.  X.,  Part  I.,  p.  ;?;n. 

^  See  report  of  Col.  Thompson,  A.  D.  C,  p.  570,  "  Life  of  General  A.  S.  Johnston."'  by  W.  P.  Johnston. 
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one  eucampment.  In  the  same  quarter  of  tlie  field  all  of  Witliers's  division, 
including  Gladden's  brigade,  reenforced  by  Breckinridge's  whole  reserve,  soon 
became  engaged,  and  Prentiss's  entii'e  line,  though  fighting  stoutly,  was 
pressed  back  in  confusion.  We  early  lost  the  services  of  the  gallant 
Gladden,  a  man  of  soldierly  aptitudes  and  experience,  who,  after  a  marked 
influence  upon  the  issue  in  his  quarter  of  the  field,  fell  mortally  wounded. 
His  immediate  successor,  Colonel  D.  W.  Adams,  was  also  soon  seriously 
disabled.  Meantime,  on  our  left  (Federal  right)  Euggles's  di\ision  of  Bragg's 
corps  was  so  strenuously  pressing  the  two  brigades  of  Sherman's  division, 
that  at  the  moment  McClernand's  division  came  up,  Shei'man  was  giving 
way  with  the  loss  of  five  or  six  guns.  McClernand  could  not  stay  the  retro- 
grade, and  the  Federal  right  was  forced  back  to  the  line  of  the  road  from 
Purdy  to  Hamburg.  There  a  foothold  was  gamed  on  a  thickly  wooded 
ridge,  with  a  ra\ane  in  front,  from  which  two  favorably  posted  batteries 
were  used  with  deadly  effect  for  a  time  upon  our  assailing  force,  now  com- 
posed of  Euggles's  thi-ee  brigades  reenforced  by  several  of  Polk's.  Here, 
again,  the  Federal  line  had  to  give  way,  with  the  loss  of  some  guns. 

By  7:30  Hurlbut,  sending  Veatch's  brigade  of  his  division  to  the  help  of 
Sherman  and  McClernand,  had  gone,  in  person  with  his  two  other  brigades,  to 
the  support  of  Prentiss,  and  with  him  went  8  companies  of  cavalry  and  3 
batteries.  Prentiss's  division  was  met,  however,  in  a  somewhat  fragmentary 
condition,  but  was  rallied  in  the  immediate  rear  of  a  line  which  Huilbut 
formed  along  the  edge  of  a  field  on  favorable  ground  on  the  Haml)iu"g  road, 
southward  of  the  position  last  taken  up  by  McClernand.  Meanwhile  (9 :  30 
A.  M.)  I  had  advanced  my  headquarters  to  a  point  about  a  quarter  of  a  mUe  in 
advance  of  the  Shiloh  Meeting  House,  whence  I  dispatched  my  stafi:  in  all 
directions  to  gather  reports  of  the  progress  of  the  battle  with  its  exigencies 
and  needs  on  our  side,  as,  also,  in  quest  of  stragglers,  whose  numbers  had 
become  dangerously  large  under  the  temptations  of  the  abimdant  stores  of 
food  and  other  articles  left  in  the  abandoned  Federal  camps.  Jj^  In  the  work 
of  cleaning  these  encampments  of  stragglers  and  dispatching  them  to  the 
front,  my  cavalry  escort  was  also  effectively  employed. 

As  designated  by  Special  Orders,  No.  8,  Hardee's  corps  having  developed  the 
enemy's  position,  Bragg's  troops  tu-st  and  then  Polk's  on  oiu-  left  and  left 
center,  Withers's  division  of  Bragg's  corps  and  Breckinridge's  reserves  on  the 
right,  had  been  thrown  forward  to  fill  intervening  gaps  and  to  aid  the 
onset.  At  all  points  from  the  right  to  the  left,  the  opposing  forces  had  been 
stoutly  engaged  on  ground  in  rear  of  the  line  of  McClernand's  encampment 
since  9  a.  m.,  when  W.  H.  L.  Wallace  had  carried  forward  his  division  into 
action;  a  division  that,  trained  by  so  thorough  a  soldier  as  Greneral  C.  F. 
Smith,  had  done  most  soldierly  work  at  Donelson,  and  which  Wallace  now 
handled  with  marked  vigor.     Its  influence  seemed  to  stiffen   the   Federal 

3>At  the  conference  in  the  afternoon  of  April  The    best-disciplined    troops    do    not    fight   well 

5th,  I  had  said  in  support  of  my  reeommenda-  on  empty   stomachs.     And  this  is   all  the  more 

tions    to    retire   without    attacking   the    enemy  :  true  of  raw  troops  unaccustomed  to  the  hardships 

"  Nature  has  claims  that  cannot  be  disregarded,  of  war.'' —  G.  T.  B. 
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center  and  left  center.  Stuart,  commanding  one  of  Shennau's  Ijrigades  strongly 
posted  on  tlie  extreme  Federal  left,  also,  had  made  so  obstinate  a  stand  that 
lie  was  not  forced  from  the  position  until  thi'ee  times  his  numbers,  of  Withei-s's 
division,  diverted  from  the  main  cmTcnt  of  the  attack,  were  brought  to  bear 
against  him.  For  some  time  General  Johnston  was  with  that  diA"isiou,  but  he 
shifted  to  Breckinridge's  division  about  11  A.  Ji.,  and  remained  closely  in  rear 
alternately  of  either  Bowen's  or  Statham's  brigade  until  m(^rtaUy  woimded 
near  the  latter,  a  little  after  2  p.  si.  He  took  post  and  i-emaitieil  on  om- 
extreme  right,  and  at  no  time  does  it  appear  from  the  reports  of  subordi- 
nates in  any  other  part  of  the  field  that,  either  personally  or  by  his  staff, 
General  Johnston  gave  any  orders  or  concerned  himself  with  the  general 
movements  of  our  forces.  In  fact,  engi-ossed  as  he  soon  became  with  the 
operations  of  two  or  three  brigades  on  the  exti'eme  right,  it  would  have  been 
out  of  his  power  to  direct  oiir  general  operations,  especially  as  he  set  no 
machinery  in  motion  with  which  to  gather  information  of  what  was  being 
done  elsewhere,  or  generally,  by  the  Confederate  army,  in  order  to  enable 
him  to  handle  it  intelligently  from  his  position  on  the  field. 

Learning  about  1  p.  m.  that  tlie  Federal  right  (Sherman  and  McClernand) 
seemed  about  to  give  way,  I  ordered  General  Hardee  to  employ  his  cavalry 
(Wharton's  Texas  Rangers)  to  turn  their  flank  and  cut  oft"  their  retreat  to  the 
river,  an  operation  not  effected  because  a  proper  or  suflicient  detour  to  the 
left  was  not  made;  and  the  gallant  Texans  under  a  hea\y  fire  became  involved 
in  gi'ound  impracticable  for  cavalry,  and  had  to  fall  back.  But  Colonel  "Whar- 
ton soon  afterward  dismounted  half  of  his  regiment  and.  throwing  it  forward 
on  foot,  drove  his  adversary  from  the  position. 

The  falling  back  of  Sherman's  and  McClernand's  troojis  under  stress  from 
several  brigades  of  Hardee's  t'oqis  with  a  part  of  Kuggles's  diAnsion  of  Bragg's, 
aided  liy  si^nic  of  Polk's  troops,  lt>ft  Wallace  (W.  H.  L.)  on  the  advanced  Fed- 
eral right,  where,  with  Hurlbut  and  Prentiss  on  his  left,  in  a  strong,  sheltered 
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position,  well  backed  by  artillery,  and  held  with  great  resolution,  they 
repulsed  a  seiies  of  uncombined  assaults  made  against  them.  Here  General 
Bragg  was  directing  operations  in  person ;  and  it  was  here  that,  after  Hindman 
had  suffered  severely  in  several  ineft'ectual  efforts,  Gibson's  brigade  of  Bragg's 
own  corps  was  employed  in  four  uuavaiUng  assaults,  when  finding  himself 
unable  to  carry  the  position,  General  Bragg,  as  he  reports,  desisted  from  any 
f m'ther  attempt,  leaving  that  part  of  the  field  in  charge  of  a  staff-officer  with 
authority  to  act  in  his  name,  and  going  farther  to  the  right  to  find  that 
General  Johnston  was  dead.  However,  having  previously  learned,  from  his 
aide-de-eamj).  Colonel  Urquhart,  that  Adjutant-General  Jordan  was  nearby,  he 
requested  that  officer,  through  Colonel  Urquhart,  to  collect  and  employ  some 
of  oiu"  troops  to  turn  the  left  of  the  position  that  obstructed  his  advance 
toward  the  river,  as  just  described.  Upon  that  service  Colonel  Jordan,  in  a 
few  moments,  employed  Statham's  brigade,  which  was  fortunately  found  near 
by,  resting  at  ordered  arms.  General  Breckinridge,  to  whom  the  order  was 
given,  being  "with  it  at  the  time.  This  happened,  be  it  noted,  at  2:30  p.  m., 
or  about  the  moment  that  General  Johnston  was  bleeding  to  death  in  the 
covert  of  a  deep  ravine  a  very  short  distance  from  Statham's  brigade,  in  the 
immediate  rear  of  which  it  was  that  his  wound  had  been  inflicted.  | 

General  Breckinridge  quickly  became  engaged  with  the  enemy  in  his  front, 
covered  by  a  thick  underbrush  that  edged  an  open  field  over  which  the  Con- 
federate advance  was  made.  The  conflict  was  sharp  for  a  few  moments,  but 
the  Federals  had  to  give  way.  \  About  this  time,  under  my  orders,  Cheatham 
came  up  with  his  Second  Brigade  on  the  left  of  Breckiiu'idge.  Moreover,  a 
few  moments  later,  or  as  early  as  3  p.  M.,  Withers,  of  Bragg's  corjjs,  having 
found  that  his  adversary  (Stuart's  brigade)  which  had  so  long  occupied  him  on 
the  extreme  right  had  disappeared  toward  Pittsbui'g  Landing,  and  having 
moved  across  the  intervening  ravines  and  ridges  with  his  division  to  where  the 
sound  of  artillery  and  musketry  showed  the  main  battle  was  now  raging, — was 
brought  opportunely  into  cooperation  with  Cheatham's  and  Breckinridge's 
operations  directly  upon  Hurlbut's  left  flank  —  a  movement  which  Hurlbut 
resisted  stoutly  until,  justly  apj^rehensive  of  being  cut  off,  he  fell  l)ack,  after 
4  p.  M.,  upon  Pittsburg  Landing.\  This  left  Prentiss's  left  flank  exposed ; 
Wallace,  whose  unflinching  handling  of  his  division  had  done  so  much  to  keep 
the  Federal  army  from  being  driven  to  the  river-side  by  midday,  now  also,  to 

4.  General  Johustoii  was  not  wounded  while  that  event,  there  was  in  effect  a  lull  in  the 
leading  a  charge,  as  has  been  so  frequently  operations  on  the  Confederate  right  of  which  Gen- 
asserted,  but  while  several  hundred  yards  in  the  eral  Johnston  had  hitherto  been  the  soul — a  lull 
rear  of  Statham's  brigade  after  it  had  made  a  of  an  hour ;  whereas  it  is  manifest  there  cannot 
successful  advance,  and  during  the  absence  of  have  been  a  cessation  of  the  operations  of 
Governor  Harris  of  his  staff,  whom  he  had  dis-  General  Breckinridge's  troops  for  more  than 
patched  to  Colonel  Statham,  some  two  hundred  fifteen  minutes  at  most, —  the  only  troops  whom 
yards  distant,  with  orders  to  charge  and  take  a  General  Johnston  had  been  directing  in  any  way 
Federal  battery  on  his  left.  (See  letter  of  Isham  since  11a.  m. —  G.  T.  B. 

G.  Harris,  April  13th,  1876,  p.  537,  Vol.  I.    "The         \  This  saved  him  from  sharing  the  fate  of  Pren- 

lOlitary  Operations  of  General  Beauregard.") —  tiss,  for  the  strength  of  the  Confederate  force  that 

G.  T.  B.  had  now  been  brought  to  bear  upon  the  remains  of 

I  Colonel  W.  P.  Johnston  has  sought  to  make  it  Wallace's,  Hurlbut's,  and  Prentiss's  divisions  was 
appear  that  immediately  upon  the  death  of  his  sufficient  to  assure  their  environment  and  cap- 
father   [see  page   565],  and   in   consequence   of  ture. — G.  T.  B. 
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avoid  being  suiTounded,  gave  oi'ders  for  it  to  retii-e,  and  soon  fell  mortally 
wounded ;  but  a  part  of  his  division  remained  with  Prentiss. 

Sometime  previously  I  had  ordered  Greneral  Hardee  to  gather  all  the  forces 
he  could  and  press  the  enemy  on  our  own  left.  Stragglers  that  had  been 
collected  by  Colonels  Brent  and  Chisobn  and  others  of  my  staff,  wer^  also  sent 
forward  extemporized  into  battalions,  and  Colonel  Marshall  .J.  Smith  with  the 
New  Orleans  Crescent  Regiment  was  added,  with  orders  to  "  Drive  the  enemy 
into  the  Tennessee." 

Meantime,  or  shortly  after  .S  p.  m.,  Governor  Harris  and  Captain  Wieliffe, 
both  of  General  Johnston's  staff,  had  reached  me  with  infoi-mation  of  his 
death.  Staff-officers  were  immediately  dispatched  to  acquaint  the  corps  com- 
manders of  this  deplorable  casualty,  with  a  caution,  however,  against  other- 
wise promulgating  the  fact.  They  were  also  urged  to  push  the  battle  with 
renewed  vigor  and,  if  possible,  to  force  a  speedy  close,  to  which  end  my  staff 
were  energetically  employed  in  pushing  up  the  sti'agglers  or  regiments  or 
parts  of  regiments  that  had  become  casually  separated  from  their  organiza- 
tions because  of  the  nature  of  the  battle-field. 

As  I  have  said,  Ijy  five  o'clock  the  whole  Federal  anny  except  Prentiss's 
division,  with  a  j^art  of  Wallace's,  had  receded  to  the  river-bank,  and  the  indom- 
itable force  which  under  Prentiss  still  contested  the  field  was  being  environed 
on  its  left  by  brigades  from  the  divisions  of  Breckinridge,  Cheatham,  and 
Withers  in  that  quarter.  It  remains  to  be  said  that  Prentiss  was  equally 
encompassed  on  the  other  flank  by  a  part  of  Ruggles's  di^"ision,  together 
with  some  of  General  Polk's  corps.  Thus  surrounded  on  all  sides,  that 
officer,  whose  division  had  l)een  the  first  to  come  into  collision  with  us  that 
morning,  stoutly  keeping  the  field  to  the  last,  was  now  forced  to  sm-render  in 
person,  just  after  5:30  p.  m.,  ^vith  some  2200  officers  and  men. 

We  had  now  had  more  than  eleven  lioiirs  of  contiimous  fighting,  fighting 
without  food  except  that  hastily  snatched  up  in  the  abandoned  Federal 
encampments.  In  the  meantime  Colonel  J.  D.  Webster,  the  Federal  chief  of 
staff",  had  massed  his  reserve  artillery,  some  sixty  guns,  on  a  ridge  about 
three  hundred  yards  in  advance  of  the  landing  which  commanded  all  the 
approaches  thereto  from  the  landward,  with  a  deep  ra^^ne  on  the  side  facing 
the  Confederates.  Moreover,  much  of  the  ground  in  front  of  this  position 
was  swept  by  the  gims  of  the  steamers  Lcriiif/foii  and  Ti/lcr,  jiroperly  posted 
for  that  i>m'pose.  Near  by  had  gathered  the  ivnuiants  of  Wallace's.  Hiu-Hmt's, 
and  Mc( 'lernand's  divisions,  from  which  gunners  had  l)een  taken  to  man  the 
artillery.  ^Vt  this  critical  instant,  Cok)nel  Ammen's  brigade  of  Nelson's  divi- 
sion of  Buell's  army  was  l)rought  across  the  Tennessee  and  ]ilaced  as  a  support, 
on  the  ridg(>,  in  a  position  selected  by  General  Buell  himself,  just  at  tlie 
instant  that  the  Confederates  attempted  to  storm  this  last  foothold  to  which 
they  had  finally  driven  tlnnr  adversary  after  eleven  hoiu's  of  unceasing  battle. 

This  was  tlie  sitnatioii  at  (i  r.  sl,  and  that  the  Confederate  troops  were 
not  in  a  coinlitioii  to  (•■•nry  such  a  position  as  that  which  confronted  them 
at  that  late  hour  lieconu's  clearly  apparent  frorj  the  official  reports.  After 
the  capture  of  General  Prentiss  no  serious  effort  was  made  to  press  the 
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victory  by  the  corps  commanders.  In  fact  the  troops  had  got  out  of  the 
hands  either  of  corps,  divisional,  or  brigade  commanders,  and  for  the  most 
part,  moreover,  at  the  front,  were  out  of  ammunition.  Several  most  gallant 
uncombined  efforts  (notably  by  Chalmers)  were  made  to  reach  and  carry  the 
Federal  battery,  htd  in  every  instance  the  effort  failed. 

Comprehending  the  situation  as  it  was,  at  six  p.  m.  I  dispatched  staff-offi- 
cers with  orders  to  cease  hostiUties,  withdi-aw  the  troops  from  under  fire  of 
the  Federal  gun-boats,  and  to  sleep  on  their  arms.  However,  before  the 
order  was  received  many  of  the  regiments  had  akeady  been  withdrawn  out 
of  action,  and  really  the  attack  had  i^raetically  ceased  at  every  point.  ^ 

My  headquarters  for  the  night  were  estalilished  at  the  Shiloh  Meeting 
House,  in  the  tent  that  General  Sherman  had  occupied.  There  several  of 
the  corps  and  division  commanders  called  for  orders,  and  all  evinced  and 
expressed  much  satisfaction  with  the  results,  while  no  one  was  heard  to 
express  or  suggest  that  more  might  have  been  achieved  had  the  battle 
been  prolonged.  All  seemed  to  believe  that  our  troops  had  accomplished 
as  much  as  could  have  been  hoped  for. 

Of  the  second  day's  battle  my  sketch  shall  be  very  bi'ief.  It  began  with 
daylight,  and  this  time  Buell's  army  was  the  attacking  force. 

Our  widely  scattered  forces,  which  it  had  been  impossible  to  organize  in  the 
night  after  the  late  hour-  at  which  they  were  drawn  out  of  action,  were  gath- 
ered in  hand  for  the  exigency  as  quickly  as  possible.  Generals  Bragg,  Hardee, 
and  Breckinridge  humed  to  their  assigned  positions, —  Hardee  now  to  the 
extreme  right,  where  were  Chalmers's  and  Jackson's  brigades  of  Bragg's  corps; 
General  Bragg  to  the  left,  where  were  assembled  brigades  and  fragments  of 
his  own  troops,  as  also  of  Clark's  division,  Polk's  corps,  with  Trabue's  brigade 
of  Kentuckiaus  ;  Breckinridge  was  on  the  left  of  Hardee.  This  left  a  vacant 
space  to  be  occupied  by  General  Polk,  who  drmng  the  night  had  gone  with 
Cheatham's  division  back  nearly  to  Hardee's  position  on  the  night  of  the 
5th  of  April.  But  just  at  the  ci'itical  time,  to  my  great  pleasure,  General 
Polk  came  upon  the  field  with  that  essential  division. 

By  7  p.  M.  the  night  before,  all  of  Nelson's  division  had  been  thrown  across 
the  Tennessee,  and  during  the  night  had  been  put  in  position  between  General 
Grant's  disarrayed  forces  and  our  own ;  Crittenden's  division,  carried  from 
Savannah  by  water  and  disembarked  at  midnight,  was  forced  through  the 
mob  of  demoralized  soldiers  that  thronged  the  river-side  and  established  half 
a  mUe  in  advance,  to  the  left  of  Nelson.  Lew  Wallace's  division  of  General 
Grant's  army  also  had  found  its  way  after  dark  on  the  6th  across  Snake 
Creek  from  Crump's  Landing  to  the  point  near  the  bridge  where  General  Sher- 
man had  rallied  the  remains  of  two  of  his  brigades.  Rousseau  reached  the 
field  by  water,  at  daylight,  while  two  other  brigades  of  the  same  division 

•(^  Colonel    William    Preston    Johnston  has  in  i^osition,    a   statement   that  flies  in  the  face   of 

effect  asserted  [see  page  567]  that  my  order  to  all  the  reports  of  the  division,  brigade,  and  regi- 

retire   out   of    action   prevented    a   concentrated  mental   commanders  but  one  (Withers),  as   may 

organized    operation   on  the   pai-t    of    the   corps  be  readily  seen  from  the  official  documentary  his- 

eommanders  about  to  be  launched  at  the  Federal  tory  of  the  battle. —  G.  T.  B. 
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(Mc'Cook's)  were  close  at  hand.  Thiis,  at  the  instant  when  tlie  battle  was 
opened  we  had  to  face  at  least  23,000  fresh  ti'oops,  iucludiug  3  battalions 
of  regulars,  with  at  least  48  pieces  of  artillery.  J  On  the  Confederate 
side  there  was  not  a  man  who  had  not  taken  part  in  the  battle  of  the  day 
liefore.  The  casualties  of  that  day  had  not  been  rmder  G500  officei"s  and 
men,  independent  of  stragglers;  consequently  not  more  than  20,000  infan- 
try could  be  mustered  that  morning.  The  Army  of  the  Ohio  in  General 
Buell's  hands  had  been  made  exceptionally  well-trained  soldiers  for  that 
early  period  of  the  war. 

The  extreme  Federal  riglit  was  occupied  l^y  Oeneral  Lew  Wallace's  fli\'ision, 
Avliile  the  space  intervening  lietween  it  and  Rousseau's  brigade  was  filled 
with  from  ^OOO  to  7000  men  gathered  during  tlie  niglit  and  in  the  early  morn- 
ing from  General  Grant's  brokeu  organizations. 

After  exchanging  some  shots  ^vitli  Forrest's  cavalry,  Nelson's  di\nsiou  was 
confronted  with  a  composite  force  embracing  Chalmers's  brigade,  Moore's 
Texas  Regiment,  with  other  parts  of  Withers's  di\"ision,  also  the  Crescent 
Regiment  of  New  Orleans  and  the  2lith  Alabama,  snj>ported  by  well-posteii 
liatteries,  and  so  stoutly  was  Nelson  I'eceived  that  his  di%nsiou  had  to  recede 
soincwliat.  Advancing  again,  however,  about  8  o'clock,  now  reenforced  by 
Hazen's  brigade,  it  was  onr  turn  to  retire  with  the  loss  of  a  battery.  But 
railing  and  taking  the  offensive,  somt>what  rt^r-nforced,  the  Confederates  weiv 

jtteneral  Low  Wnllapo's  lUvision  iiumboivii  "."iOOd  iiioii  of  all  arms,'' with  I'J  jruiis:  Nelson's  divi- 
sion, "  4541  strons;,"  offii'ors  and  miMi,  with  1  S  jjuns.  The  strongtli  of  Oittenilen's  division  may  be 
estimated  at  0750,  rank  and  file,  and  Kousseau's  brisrade  of  MeCook's  division  at  2:2oO. —  G.  T.  B, 
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able  to  reeovei'  their  lost  ground  aud  guns,  iiiflictiug  a  sharp  loss  011  Hazen's 
brigade,  that  narrowly  escaped  capture.  Amnieu's  brigade  was  also  seriously 
pressed  aud  must  have  been  tiu-ned  but  for  the  opportune  arrival  and  effec- 
tive use  of  Terrill's  regular  battery  of  McCook's  division. 

In  the  meantime  Crittenden's  division  became  involved  in  the  battle,  but 
was  successfully  kept  at  bay  for  several  hours  by  the  forces  under  Hardee 
and  Breckinridge,  until  it  was  reenforced  by  two  brigades  of  McCook's  division 
which  had  been  added  to  the  attacking  force  on  the  field,  after  the  battle  had 
been  joined,  the  force  of  fresh  troops  being  thus  increased  by  at  least  five 
thousand  men.  %  Our  ti'oops  were  being  forced  to  recede,  but  slowly ;  it  was 
not,  however,  until  we  were  satisfied  that  we  had  now  to  deal  with  at  least 
three  of  Buell's  divisions  as  well  as  with  General  Lew  Wallace's,  that  I  deter- 
mined to  yield  the  field  in  the  face  of  so  manifestly  profitless  a  combat. 

By  1  o'clock  General  Bragg's  forces  on  our  left,  necessarily  weakened  by  the 
withdrawal  of  a  part  of  his  troops  to  reenforce  our  right  and  center,  had 
become  so  seriously  pressed  that  he  called  for  aid.  Some  remnants  of  Loui- 
siana, Alabama,  aud  Tennessee  regiments  were  gathered  up  and  sent  forward 
to  support  him  as  best  they  might,  and  I  went  with  them  personally.  Gen- 
eral Bragg,  now  taking  the  offensive,  pressed  his  adversary  back.  This  was 
about  2  p.  M.    My  headquarters  were  still  at  Shiloh  Church. 

The  odds  of  fresh  troops  alone  were  now  too  great  to  justify  the  prolonga- 
tion of  the  conflict.  So,  directing  Adjutant-General  Jordan  to  select  at  once 
a  proper  position  in  oui-  near  rear,  and  there  establish  a  covering  force  includ- 
ing artillery,  I  dispatched  my  staff  with  directions  to  the  several  corps  com- 
manders to  prei^are  to  retreat  fi'om  the  field,  first  making  a  show,  however, 
at  different  points  of  resuming  the  offensive.  These  orders  were  executed,  I 
may  say,  with  no  small  skill,  and  the  Confederate  army  began  to  retu'e  at 
2 :  30  p.  M.  without  apparently  the  least  perception  on  the  part  of  the  enemy 
that  such  a  movement  was  going  on.  There  was  no  flurry,  no  haste  shown  by 
officers  or  men ;  the  spirit  of  aU  was  admirable.  Stragglers  dropped  into  line; 
the  caissons  of  the  batteries  were  loaded  up  with  rifles ;  and  when  the  last  of 
oui"  troops  had  passed  to  the  rear  of  the  covering  force,  from  the  elevated 
ground  it  occupied  and  which  commanded  a  wide  view,  not  a  Federal  regiment 
or  even  a  detachment  of  cavalry  was  anywhere  to  be  seen  as  early  as  4  p.  m. 

General  Breckinridge,  with  the  rear-guard,  bivouacked  that  night  not  more 
than  two  miles  from  Shiloh.  He  withdrew  three  miles  farther  on  the  8th, 
and  there  remained  for  several  days  without  being  menaced. 

Oiu-  loss  in  the  two  days  was  heavy,  reaching  10,699.     [See  page  539.] 

The  field  was  left  in  the  hands  of  om-  adversary,  as  also  some  captm*ed 
guns,  which  were  not  taken  away  for  want  of  horses,  but  in  exchange  we  car- 
ried off  at  least  30  pieces  of  his  artillery  with  26  stands  of  colors  and 
neai-ly  3000  prisoners  of  war,  also  a  material  acquisition  of  small  arms  and 
accouterments  which  om-  men  had  obtained  on  Sunday  instead  of  their 
inferior  weapons. 

3>The  fresh  Federal  troops  now  engaged  aggregated  at  least  25,000  rank  and  file,  further  increased, 
about  1  o'clock,  by  Wagner's  brigade  of  Wood's  division,  say  2500  strong. —  G.  T.  B. 

VOL.  I.    3S 
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HV   THOMAH  JOI;[)AX,    lilirr  iADIEK-fJEXERAL  (AT  SHILOH,  ADjrTA>'T-GE>T;KAL  fiF  THE 
fONP'EDERATE   ARMYI. 


AFTEE  10  O'clock  at  night,  ou  the  2d  of  Ajjiil,  186-2. 
-  while  ill  my  office  as  adjutaDt-general  of  the  Con- 
federate army  assembled  at  Corinth,  a  telegi^am  was 
brought  to  me  from  General  Cheatham,  command- 
ing an  outpost  on  om-  left  flank  at  Bethel,  on  the 
Mobile  and  Ohio  railway,  some  twenty  odd  miles 
northward  of  Corinth.  General  Cheatham  had  a<l- 
dressed  it  to  General  Polk,  his  coii)S  commander, 
informing  him  that  a  Federal  di\ision,  under  Gen- 
eral Lew  Wallace,  had  been  manceim-iug  in  his 
proximity  during  the  day.  General  Polk  had  in 
due  course  sent  the  message  to  General  Beamvgard. 
from  whom  it  came  to  me  with  his  indorsement, 
addressed  to  General  A.  S.  Johnston,  in  substance :  "Now  is  the  time  to 
advance  upon  Pittsburg  Lauding."  And  below  were  these  words,  in  etfeet. 
if  not  literally:  "Colonel  Jordan  had  better  cany  this  in  person  to  General 
Johnston  and  explain  the  military  situation. —  G.  T.  B." 

At  the  time  Colonel  Jacob  Thompson,  formerly  Secretary  of  the  Interior  of 
the  United  States,  was  in  my  office.  I  read  the  telegi-am  aloud  to  him  and 
imuiediatcly  thereafter  proceeded  to  General  Johnston's  quarters,  nearly  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  distant,  where  I  found  the  general  surrounded  liy  his  per- 
sonal staff,  in  the  room  Avliich  the  latter  habitually  occupied.  I  haniled  him 
the  open  dispatch  and  the  indorsements,  which  he  read  without  comment.  He 
then  asked  me  several  questions  about  matters  u-relevant  to  the  dispatch  or 
what  might  naturally  grow  out  of  it,  and  rose,  saying  that  he  would  cross  the 
street  to  see  General  Bragg.  I  asked  if  I  should  accompany  him.  "  Certainly,"' 
was  his  answer.  We  found  that  General  Bragg  had  akeady  gone  to  bed,  but  he 
received  us  in  dishabille.  General  Johnston  handing  him  the  dispatch  at  once, 
without  remark.  Bragg,  liaAnug  read  it,  immediately  expressed  his  agreement 
with  Beauregard's  advisement.  General  Jtihnston  thereupon  A"ery  clearly 
stated  strongly  some  objections,  chiefly  to  the  ett'ect  that  as  yet  our  ti'oops  were 
too  raw  and  incompletely  equipped  for  an  otfeusive  enterprise,  such  as  an 
attack  upon  the  Federal  army  in  a  i)osition  of  their  own  choosing,  and  also  that 
he  did  not  see  from  what  quarter  a  proper  reserve  could  lie  assembled  in  tinu\ 
As  General  Beauregard  had  discussed  with  me  repeatedly  within  a  week 
the  details  of  such  an  offensive  oi>eration  in  all  its  features,  and  the  neces- 
sity for  it  before  th(>  Federal  army  was  itself  ready  to  take  the  offensive,  I 
was  able  to  answer  satisfactorily  the  objections  raised  by  General  Johnston. 
iiicluiling  the  supposed  difficulty  about  a  reserve — for  which  use  I  pointed 
out  that  the  Confedei'at(>  forces  posted  under  GeiK^-al  BrtH'kinridge  at  several 
points  along  the  line  of  the  Mem[)his  and  Charleston  railroad,  to  the  oast- 
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ward  of  Corinth,  could  be  quickly  concentrated  at  BurnsvUle,  and  be  moved 
thence  direct  to  Monterey,  and  there  effect  a  junction  with  oui-  main  force. 
General  Johnston  at  last  assented  to  the  undertaking.  Thereupon  I  turned 
to  a  table  in  General  Bragg's  chamber,  and  wrote  a  cu'cular  order  to  the  three 
corps  commanders,  Major-Generals  Polk,  Bragg,  and  Hardee,  directing  that 
each  should  hold  his  corps  under  arms  by  6  a.  m.,  on  the  3d  of  April,  ready 
to  march,  with  one  hundi-ed  rounds  of  ammunition ;  three  days'  cooked  pro- 
visions per  man  in  their  haversacks,  with  two  more  to  be  transported  in 
wagons.  This  circular  also  prescribed  the  ammunition  for  the  artillery,  and 
the  number  of  tents  each  company  should  be  provided  with;  all  of  which 
was  approved  by  General  Johnston  when  I  read  the  rough  di-aught  of  it. 
Afterward  the  copies  were  made  by  an  aide-de-camp  on  the  staff  of  General 
Bragg. 

These  orders  were  delivered  to  Generals  Polk  and  Hardee  by  1 :  40  a.  m.,  as 
shown  by  their  receipts,  which  I  required  to  be  taken.  The  orders  to  Gen- 
eral Breckinridge  were  given  by  telegraph,  he  ha\ing  been  called  by  me  to 
the  military  telegraph  office  nearest  his  headquarters  to  receive  them  and  to 
answer  queries  regarding  his  cominand.  j  Thus  did  it  happen  that  the  Con- 
federate army  was  brought  to  undertake  the  offensive  at  Pittsbui'g  Landing. 


II. 

Upon  quitting  General  Bragg's  quarters  I  proceeded  immediately  to  the 
tent  of  Colonel  A.  R.  Chisolm,  aide-de-camp  to  General  Beauregard,  sepa- 
rated from  my  office  by  some  thirty  or  forty  yards,  roused  him  from  sleep, 
and  asked  him  to  inform  the  general  at  dayhght  that  the  order  to  advance 
at  midday  had  been  issued. 

Soon  after  sunrise  I  was  called  to  the  quarters  of  General  Beauregard, 
whom  I  found  with  the  notes  of  the  plan  of  operations  and  orders  of  engage- 
ment. These,  I  may  add,  had  just  been  copied  by  Colonel  Chisolm  from 
the  backs  of  telegi'ams  and  envelopes  upon  which  the  general  had  made  them 
during  the  night  while  in  bed.  Taking  these  notes  and  the  general's  sketch- 
map  of  the  roads  leading  from  all  surrounding  quarters  to  Monterey  and 
thence  to  Pittsburg  Landing,  I  returned  to  my  office  and  began  to  draw  up 
the  order  for  the  battle  (Special  Orders,  No.  8),  which  Avill  be  found  in  the 
"  Official  Records,"  X.,  392-395.  % 

Called  to  my  breakfast  before  the  order  could  be  framed,  I  met  General 
Johnston  en  route  for  General  Beauj-egard's  quarters,  where  I  said  I  would 
meet  htm  as  quickly  as  possible,  and  where  I  soon  joined  him.  General 
Beauregard  was  explaining  the  details  as  to  the  roads  by  which  the  several 
corps  would  have  to  move  through  the  somewhat  difficult,  heavily  wooded 
country,  both  before  and  after  leaving  Monterey ;  and  to  make  this  clear,  as 

]  As  I  find  from  a  paper  officially  signed  by  me  leon's  order  for  the  battle  of  Waterloo,  and,  in 

April  21st,  1862,  this  reserve  consisted  of  64:36  attention    to   ante-battle   details,    took   those   of 

rank  and  file  effectives.  ("Official  Records,"  Series  such  soldiers  as  Napoleon  and  Soult  for  model —  a 

I.,  Vol.  X.,  p.  396.) — T.  J.  fact  which  I  here  mention  because  the  ante-Shiloh 

3j  As  I  framed  this  order,  I  had  before  me  Napo-  order  has  been  hypereriticised. — T.  J. 


596        NOTES  OF  A  CONFEDERATE  STAFF -OFFICER  AT  SHILOH. 

I  had  from  (jreueral  BHaui-egard  tin-  only  sketch  extant,  General  Beauregard 
di'ew  a  rough  sketch  on  his  camp-table  top.  Meanwhile,  General  Bragg 
and  afterward  Generals  Polk  and  Hardee  had  joined  the  conference.  As  I 
remai'ked  that  it  would  take  me  some  time  to  formulate  the  order  and  issue 
all  the  requisite  copies.  General  Beauregard  explained  orally  to  the  thi'ee 
generals  their  routes  of  march  for  the  first  day,  so  that  they  might  not  wait 
for  receipt  of  the  wi'itten  orders,  which  would  Ije  in  all  proper  hands  before 
night.  Accordingly,  these  explanations  were  carefully  made,  and  the  coips 
commanders  went  away  with  distinct  instnictions  to  begin  the  movement  at 
midday,  as  prescribed  in  the  wi-itten  orders  subsequently  issued.  Piu-suaut 
to  the  terms  of  the  circular'  order  which  I  had  wiitten  and  issued  fi-om 
General  Bragg's  headquarters  the  night  before,  the  ti'oops  were  brought  under 
arms  before  noon,  by  which  time  the  streets  and  all  approaches  to  the  rail- 
way station,  as  well  as  the  roads  leading  from  Corinth,  were  densely  packed 
with  troops,  wagons,  and  field-batteiies  ready  for  the  march.  But  no  move- 
ment was  made;  General  Polk's  corps  in  some  way  blocked  the  line  of 
march, —  as  was  reported  to  General  Beam'egard  at  a  late  houi*  in  the  after- 
noon by  General  Hardee  in  person.  Thereupon,  an  aide-de-camp  was  sent  to 
General  Polk,  who,  to  the  surprise  of  all,  explained  that  he  had  kept  his 
cori^s  at  a  stand  awaiting  the  written  order.  Thus  it  was  so  late  before  the 
movement  actually  began,  that,  coupled  with  the  really  inexplicable  tardiness 
with  which  Bragg's  corps  was  moved,  it  caused  the  aiiival  of  the  Confederate 
army  in  the  near  presence  of  their  adversary  twenty-four  hoiu's  later  than 
was  intended,  as,  by  reason  of  this  tardiness,  it  was  not  until  the  late  after- 
noon of  the  5th  of  AprU  that  the  head  of  the  Confederate  coliunn  reached  a 
point  within  less  than  two  miles  of  the  Federal  lines,  instead  of  on  the  4th,  in 
which  case  the  battle  would  have  been  fought  with  General  Grant  alone,  or 
without  the  material  and  moral  help  derived  from  the  advent  of  Buell  on  the 
field,  as  happened  on  the  night  of  April  6th  and  morning  of  the  7th. 


General  Beaueegard  with  his  staff  left  Corinth  the  afternoon  of  the  4th  of 
April,  and  reaching  Monterey,  twelve  miles  distant,  found  the  Confederate  corps 
massed  in  that  quarter.  He  was  hardly  encouraged,  however,  by  the  man- 
ner in  which  they  had  been  handled  to  that  stage  in  the  operation.  General 
Johnston  and  his  staff  were  already  at  the  same  point,  in  occupation  of  a  house 
at  which  we  dismounted  just  as  some  cavalry  lirought  from  the  front  a  sol- 
dierly young  Federal  volimteer  officer.  Major  Le  Roy  Crockett,  of  the  72d  Ohio, 
who  had  been  captured  a  few  hours  before  in  a  sharp  skirmish  in  close  prox- 
imity to  the  Federal  lines,  brought  on  by  a  Confederate  reconnoitering  force 
pressed  most  indiscreetly  from  General  Bragg's  corps  almost  upon  the  Federal 
front  line.  As  this  officer  rode  beside  his  captors  through  the  mass  of  Cou- 
t'ederato  infanti-y  and  batteries,  an<l  his  eyes  rested  intelligently  on  the  war- 
like spectacle,  he  exclaimed,  "This  means  a  battle";  and  he  involuntarily 
added,  "  They  don't  expect  anything  of  this  kind  back  yonder.''  He  wa^  taken 
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in  cliarge  by  myself,  aud,  assisted  by  Major  Gilmer,  chief  engineer  on  the 
staff,  I  interrogated  him  with  the  least  possible  semblance  of  so  doing,  with 
the  result  of  satisfying  me,  as  I  reported  to  Generals  Johnston  and  Beaure- 
gard, that  we  should  have  no  earth-works  to  encounter,  and  an  enemy  wholly 
unaware  of  what  was  so  near  at  hand. 


IV. 

It  has  more  than  once  been  represented  with  pencil,  as  well  as  with  pen, 
that  there  was  a  somewhat  dramatic  conference  of  the  Confederate  generals 
around  the  camp-fire  the  night  before  the  battle  of  the  6th  of  April.  The 
simple  fact  is  this :  Hardee,  whose  corps  was  to  be  in  the  advance  in  the 
attack,  having  reached  a  point  known  to  be  somewhat  less  than  two  miles 
from  our  adversary,  was  halted  and  deployed  in  line  of  battle  across  the 
Pittsburg  road  to  await  the  arrival  and  formation  in  his  rear  of  the  rest  of 
the  army  as  prescribed  in  the  battle  order.  As  this  was  not  effected  until 
after  3  o'clock,  it  was  too  late  to  make  the  attack  that  day.  As  a  matter  of 
course  in  such  a  contingency,  the  corps  commanders  were  called  to  meet  Gen- 
erals Johnston  and  Beauregard,  who,  having  gone  from  Monterey  together 
with  the  general  staff'  and  their  respective  personal  staffs,  had  taken  a  position, 
dismounted,  on  the  Pittsburg  road,  somewhat  to  the  rear  of  Hardee's  corps. 
The  meeting  took  place  about  4  o'clock.  General  Polk  now  reported  that 
his  men  were  almost  destitute  of  provisions,  having  either  akeady  consumed 
or  thrown  them  away.  General  Bragg  reported  that  his  own  men  had  been 
more  provident,  and  therefore  could  spare  enough  for  the  emergency.  Deeply 
dissatisfied  with  the  inexplicable  manner  in  which  both  Bragg's  and  Polk's 
corps  had  been  delayed,  both  before  reaching  and  after  leaving  Monterey,  as 
well  as  by  the  injudicious  manner  in  which  a  reconuoissance  had  been  made 
with  such  aggi'essiveness  and  use  of  artillery  as  ought  to  have  apprised  any 
sharp-sighted  enemy  that  an  offensive  army  was  not  far  distant,  General 
Beauregard  —  though  it  had  l)een  upon  his  urgent  instance  that  the  advance 
had  been  made  —  did  not  hesitate  to  say  that,  inasmuch  as  it  was  scarcely 
possible  for  the  enemy  to  be  unaware  of  our  presence  and  purpose,  should  we 
attack  next  morning  we  would  find  the  Federals  ready  for  us  intrenched 
to  the  eyes ;  whereas  the  whole  success  of  the  movement  had  depended  on 
our  ability  to  assail  our  enemy  unexpectedly.  Therefore  he  advised  the 
return  of  the  Confederate  army  to  Corinth,  as  it  assuredly  was  not  in  a 
condition  to  attack  an  army  superior  in  numbers  and  behind  the  intrench- 
ments  that  would  now  be  thrown  up  in  expectation  of  our  approach. 

General  Johnston  listened  attentively  to  what  General  Beaiu-egard  said, 
and  at  length  replied  in  substance  that  he  recognized  its  weight ;  neverthe- 
less, as  he  hoped  the  enemy  was  not  suspecting  our  proximity,  he  felt  bound, 
as  he  had  put  the  army  in  motion  for  a  battle,  to  venture  the  hazard.  Where- 
upon the  officers  rapidly  dispersed  to  their  respective  commands  for  that 
venture.  As  I  have  seen  it  intimated,  among  others  by  General  Bragg,  that 
this  conference  was  a  mere  casual  or  "  partly  accidental  meeting  of  general 
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officers,"  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  recall  that  sucli  a  conference  was  the  iueW- 
table  consequence  of  the  arrival  of  the  Confederate  army  at  the  point  from 
which  it  was  to  spring  upon  the  enemy,  as  it  were  from  an  ambush.  Xaturally, 
moreover,  by  a  conference  with  their  corps  commanders,  Johnston  and  Bean- 
regard  could  best  ascertain  the  condition  of  all  the  troops  and  determine  the 
best  course  to  be  pursued.  It  was  after  the  reports  thus  made  with  the 
mutual  blame  of  each  other  of  two  of  the  corps  commanders  for  the  delay, 
that  Beauregard,  confirmed  in  his  apprehension  that  the  campaign  hail  mis- 
carried, urged  that  its  objective  should  be  given  up. —  much  as  Wellington 
once,  in  Spain,  after  taking  the  field  to  attack  Masseua,  finding  the  latter 
more  strongly  posted  and  prepared  than  he  had  been  misled  to  believe, 
had  not  hesitated  to  retire  without  fighting.  The  course  of  events  demon- 
strated the  correctness  of  Beauregard's  judgment. 


That  night,  soon  after  supper,  an  aide-de-camp  fnun  freneral  Jolinston 
iiifoi'iued  me  of  the  general's  desire  to  see  me,  and  guided  me  to  where  he  was 
liivouacking  in  th(>  open  air.  I  was  wanted  to  issue  the  order  for  tlu>  imnu^ 
diiito  transfer  of  Maney's  regiment  of  Tennessee  infautrv  from  a  brisjade  iu 
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Bragg's  corps  to  a  certain  brigade  in  Polk's  corps,  of  whicli  Colonel  Maney 
would  have  the  command  as  senior  officer,  which  order  I  wrote,  in  the 
absence  of  any  table  or  other  convenience,  outstretched  upon  General  John- 
ston's blankets,  which  were  spread  at  the  foot  of  a  tree.  After  this  was  done, 
and  the  order  dispatched  by  a  special  courier  so  that  the  transfer  might  be 
made  in  time  to  place  Colonel  Maney  at  the  head  of  the  brigade  in  the  com- 
ing battle,  something  led  us  to  talk  of  the  Pacific  Coast,  in  which  quarter  I 
had  served  eight  years.  Having  been  at  Washington  during  the  momentous 
winter  of  1860-61,  I  spoke  of  the  fact  that  when  Colonel  Sumner  had  been 
sent  via  the  Isthmus  of  Panama  to  supersede  him  (Johnston)  in  the  com- 
mand of  the  Department  of  the  Pacific  in  April,  1861,  Sumner's  berth  in  the 
steamer  had  been  taken  under  an  assumed  name,  so  that  the  newspapers 
might  not  get  and  divulge  the  fact  of  his  departure  on  that  errand  in  time  for 
intelligence  of  it  to  reach  the  Pacific  Coast  by  the  overland  route,  and  lead 
General  Johuston  to  act  with  a  supposed  powerful  disunion  party  in  Cali- 
fornia in  a  revolt  against  the  Federal  authority  before  Sumner's  arrival. 
"  Yes,"  answered  the  general,  with  much  quiet  feeling  in  his  manner,  "  while 
distrusting  me  sufficieutly  to  act  thus  toward  me,  my  former  adjutant-general, 
Fitz  John  Porter,  was  induced  to  write  me  of  their  great  confidence  in  me,  and 
to  say  that  it  was  theu*  pui'pose  to  place  me  in  command  of  the  Federal  army, 
immediately  next  to  General  Scott."  He  had  evidently  been  deeply  hurt  that 
his  personal  character  had  not  shielded  him  from  the  suspicion  of  doing  aught 
while  holding  a  commission  that  could  lead  his  superiors  to  suppose  it  neces- 
sary to  undei'take  his  supersedure  by  stealth.     [See  p.  511.] 

VI. 

The  next  morning,  as  the  Confederate  army,  deployed  in  the  three  lines 
prescribed  in  the  order  of  march  and  battle,  moved  before  sunrise  down  the 
gentle  wooded  slope  toward  Shiloh  Chajsel,  Generals  Johnston  and  Beaure- 
gard, with  the  general  staff  as  well  as  aides-de-camp,  stood  upon  a  slight 
eminence,  delighted  with  the  evident  alacrity,  animated  faces,  and  elastic  gait 
with  which  all  moved  forward  into  action.  Hardly  had  the  last  line  passed 
them  before  the  rattle  of  musketry  announced  that  Hardee's  corps  was  en- 
gaged. General  Johnston  now  informed  General  Beauregard  that  he  would 
go  to  the  front  with  the  troops  engaged,  leaving  General  Beauregard  to  take 
the  proper  central  position  from  which  to  direct  the  movement  as  the  exigen- 
cies of  the  battle  might  require.  Then  General  Johnston  rode  off  with  his 
personal  staff  exclusively,  except  possibly  Major  Gilmer,  the  chief  engineer. 
Soon  the  sound  of  battle  became  general ;  and,  as  during  the  battle  of  Manas- 
sas, I  had  been  left  at  headquarters  to  send  reeuforcements  into  action  as  they 
came  up  by  rail,  I  reminded  General  Beaui-egard  of  the  fact,  and  requested 
to  be  dispatched  to  join  General  Johnston.  He  assented,  and  I  set  oft', 
accompanied  by  my  friend  Colonel  Jacob  Thompson.  In  a  little  time  I  found 
that  the  corps  commanders  were  ahead  of  or  separated  from  a  material  part 
of  their  troops,  whom  I  repeatedly  found  halted  for  want  of  orders.     In  all 
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THE   LAST    STAND    MADE  BY    THE    CONFEDERATE    LINE. 

Gi'ucnil  Beamcsiird  at  Sliiloh  Chapel  scudiiig  his  aides  to  the  coriis  toumiandors  with  orders  to  begin  the 

ritrcat.    This  was  at  two  o'elock  on  Monday  (see  pasri'  603).    The  tents  are  i>art  of 

SlitTinau's  eainp,  which  was  reoccupied  by  liini  Monday  evoniusr. 

such  eases,  assumiuc;  the  authdvity  of  luy  positii^n,  I  j^ave  the  oniei*s  in  the 
name  of  General  Johnston.  At  ont^  time  I  had  \y\X\\  nie  the  ehiefs-of-staflf  of 
Polk,  Bragg,  and  Hardee,  Colonel  Da\-id  Ui-(|uhart,  the  eliief  aidi^dt^caiup  of 
Bragg,  and  Colonel  AVilliam  Preston,  tlii>  ehief  aide-de-eamp  t>f  General  John- 
ston, all  of  Avliom  I  eni|iloye<l  in  assisting  to  ]n"ess  the  Confetlerate  troops 
toward  the  li(>aviest  tiring,  and  to  keep  the  batteries  advaneing.  Colonels 
Preston  and  ITrtpihart  remained  with  me  the  longer  time  and  assisted  greatly. 
Finally,  however,  Urquhai't,  learning  from  some  of  the  troops  enoountertHi 
tliat  he  was  in  proximity  to  his  ehief.  General  Bragg,  left  me  to  join  him, 
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while  I,  accompanied  by  Colonel  Preston,  vode  to  the  right  wing  in  the 
direction  of  sharp  battle.  Soon  we  came  in  near  view  of  a  deserted  Federal 
encampment  in  an  open  field,  with  a  Federal  battery  of  fonr  or  six  guns 
unlimbered  and  horseless,  while  in  advance  of  it  were  to  be  seen  a  brigade  of 
Confederate  troops  at  a  halt.  Urquhart  now  galloped  up  and  informed  me 
that  Greneral  Bragg  had  sent  hina  to  me  with  the  request  that  I  should 
find  and  order  forward  some  troops  to  turn  and  captui-e  some  batteries 
just  in  his  front  which  obstructed  his  advance.  I  at  once  pushed  across  a 
deep  ra\dne  with  Urquhart  and  Preston  to  the  troops  in  view,  which  proved 
to  be  Stathana's  brigade  of  the  reserve  under  Greneral  Breckinridge ;  but 
because  it  belonged  to  the  reserve,  I  hesitated  to  take  the  responsibility  to 
employ  it,  and  said  so ;  however,  asking  Colonel  Preston  —  the  brother-in- 
law  as  weU  as  aide-de-camp  of  General  Johnston  —  the  hour,  he  replied,  from 
his  watch,  twenty  minutes  after  2  o'clock.  I  then  said  that  the  battle  ought 
to  be  won  by  that  time,  and  "  I  think  the  reserve  should  be  used."  Colonel 
Preston  expressed  his  agi'eement  with  me,  and  I  rode  at  once  to  General 
Breckinridge,  who  was  not  far  to  the  rear  of  his  troops,  surrounded  by  a 
number  of  officers. 

Accosting  him,  I  said,  "  General  Breckinridge,  it  is  General  Johnston's 
order  that  you  advance  and  turn  and  take  those  batteries,"  pointing  in  the 
direction  indicated  by  Urquhart,  and  where  was  to  be  heard  the  din  of  their 
discharges.  As  the  order  was  given.  General  Breckinridge,  clad  in  a  well- 
fitting  blouse  of  dark-colored  Kentucky  jeans,  straightened  himself  in  his 
stirrups.  His  dark  eyes  seemed  to  illuminate  his  swarthy,  regular  featiu'es, 
and  as  he  sat  in  his  saddle  he  seemed  to  me  altogether  the  most  impressive- 
looking  man  I  ever  had  seen. 

I  then  turned,  accompanied  both  by  Urquhart  and  Preston,  with  the 
pui'pose  of  going  to  the  camp  and  battery  previously  mentioned,  and  from 
that  point  to  observe  the  movement.  On  reaching  the  ravine,  which  we 
had  crossed.  Colonel  Preston,  who  possibly  had  just  heard  from  some  of 
the  officers  of  the  command  just  set  in  motion  of  General  Johnston's 
recent  presence  with  them,  said  to  me,  "I  believe  I  will  make  another 
attempt  to  find  General  Johnston,"  and  rode  down  the  ravine  toward  the 
left,  and  as  it  so  happened,  did  find  General  Johnston,  but  already  uncon- 
scious, if  not  dead. 

General  Johnston  had  received  his  death- wound  near  the  very  ti'oops  I  had 
found  standing  at  ordered  arms,  but  who  were  unaware  of  the  fact,  and  there- 
fore were  not,  as  has  been  written,  brought  to  a  stand-still  by  reason  of  that 
catastrophe,  and  who  undeniably  were  put  in  effective  forward  movement  by 
me  within  twenty  minutes  after  his  wounding. 

A  striking  incident  of  the  fu-st  day's  battle  may  be  here  mentioned  for 
its  novelty  on  battle-fields.  A  completely  equipped  Federal  battery  was 
so  suddenly  turned  and  environed  by  the  Confederates,  that  it  was  cap- 
tured with  all  the  guns  limbered  up  en  regie  for  movement  as  upon  drill, 
liefore  its  officers  could  possibly  unlimber  and  use  its  guns  in  self-defense. 
The  drivers  were  in  theu"  saddles,  the  gunners  seated  side  by  side  in  their 
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places  upon  the  ammunitiou-ltoxes  of  the  eaissons,  giinning  over  the  situa- 
tion, and  the  officers  with  theii-  swords  drawn  were  mounted  on  their  horses. 
Not  a  horse  had  been  disabled. 


At  the  time  of  the  reception  of  the  order  given  as  the  sun  was  setting  on  the 
6th  of  April  by  General  Beauregard  for  his  gi-eatly  disan-anged  and  scattered 
troops  to  withdi'aw  from  action  and  reorganize  for  the  next  day's  operations, 
I  had  reached  a  point  very  close  to  the  Tennessee  Eiver  where  it  was  densely 
wooded.  The  large  ordnance  of  the  gun-boats  was  raking  this  position,  cre- 
ating more  noise  in  some  quarters  than  hami  to  the  Confederates,  as  the 
heavy  projectiles  tore  and  crashed  in  all  dii'ections  through  the  hea^-y-  forest. 

Riding  slowly  Ijackwaixl  to  the  jjoint  at  which  I  iindei'stood  I  should  find 
General  Beam-egard,  it  was  after  sunset  when  I  dismounted  at  the  tent  of  a 
Federal  officer,  before  which  the  general  was  standing  with  some  of  his  staff 
and  with  an  officer  in  the  uniform  of  a  Federal  general,  to  whom  I  was  intro- 
duced. It  was  General  Prentiss.  Several  houi's  pre^dously  a  telegi-aphic 
dispatch  addressed  by  Colonel  Helm  to  General  Johnston  (as  well  as  I  now 
remember,  from  the  dii'ection  of  Athens,  in  Tennessee)  was  brought  me 
from  Corinth  by  a  coiuier,  saying  that  scouts  employed  in  observing  Gen- 
eral Buell's  movements  reported  him  to  be  marching  not  toward  a  junc- 
tion with  Grant,  but  in  the  direction  of  Decatur,  North  Alabama.  This 
assuring  dispatch  I  handed  to  General  Beam-egard,  and  then,  at  his  order,  I 
wrote  a  telegraphic  report  to  the  Confederate  adjutant-general,  Cooper, 
at  Richmond,  announcing  the  results  of  the  day,  including  the  death  of 
Johnston. 

IMeanwhile,  it  had  become  so  dark  that  I  could  liarely  see  to  wi-ite,  and  it 
was  quite  dark  by  the  time  Generals  Hardee  and  Breckinridge  came  to  see 
General  Beauregard  for  orders  for  the  next  day's  operations.  General  Bragg, 
who  had  also  come  from  the  front,  had  taken  up  his  quartei-s  for  the  night 
in  a  tent  which  General  Sherman  had  pre\-iously  occupied  at  the  Shiloh 
Chapel.  This  chapel,  a  rude  log-hut  of  one  story,  was  only  two  or  three  huu- 
di'ed  yai'ds  distant  from  the  spot  at  which  I  had  found  General  Beaiu'egard. 
Lea^'ing  General  Prentiss  in  my  charge,  General  Beauregard  soon  after  dark 
took  \\\)  his  quarters  for  the  night  with  General  Bragg.  The  corps  conmiand- 
<'rs  had  meanwhile  been  personally  directed  to  assemble  their  resjiective  com- 
mands at  the  earliest  ])ossible  moment  in  the  morning  to  1ie  ready  for  the 
final  stroke. 

Colonel  Thompson  and  myself,  with  Gemral  Prentiss  sandwichetl  between 
us,  shared  a  rough  makeshift  of  a  bed  made  iip  of  tents  and  captunni 
blankets.  PiMMitiss  and  Thompson  had  lieen  old  acquaintances,  and  the 
former  talked  IVccly  of  the  battle,  as  also  of  tlic  war,  witli  a  good  deal  of 
intellig(>nce  and  good  temper.  Witli  a  laugh,  he  said:  "You  gentlemen 
have  had  your  way  to-day,  but  it  wil!  Ix'  very  ditt'erent  to-morrow.  You'll 
see!  Buell  will  effect  a  junction  with  Crant  to-night,  and  we'll  turn  the 
tables  on  vou  in  the  morning." 
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This  was  said  evidently  with  sincerity,  and  was  answered  in  the  same  pleas- 
ant spirit,  and  I  showed  him  the  dispatch  that  had  reached  me  on  the  field. 
He  insisted,  however,  that  it  was  a  mistake,  as  we  would  see.  Tired  as  we 
were  with  the  day's  work,  sleep  soon  overtook  and  held  us  all  until  early 
dawn,  when  the  firing  first  of  musketry  and  then  of  field-artillery  roused  us, 
and  General  Prentiss  exclaimed:  "Ah!  didn't  I  tell  you  so!  There  is  Buell !" 
And  so  it  proved. 


Up  to  half -past  two  o'clock  on  the  7tli  of  April,  or  second  day's  conflict, 
Greneral  Beauregard  had  his  headquarters  at  the  Shiloh  Chapel,  or  immedi- 
ately at  Sherman's  former  headquarters.  The  Confederate  troops,  now  hardly 
20,000  men,  were  aU  either  directly  in  advance  of  that  position,  or,  to  the  right 
and  left  of  it,  somewhat  in  advance,  hotly  engaged,  having  only  receded  from 
the  places  occupied  during  the  night  sufficientlj^  to  be  better  massed  and 
organized  for  fighting.  But  our  losses  were  swelling  perilously,  and  the  strag- 
gling was  growing  more  difficult  to  restrain.  A  little  after  two  o'clock.  Gov- 
ernor Harris  of  Tennessee,  who,  after  the  death  of  General  Johnston,  had 
joined  the  staff:  of  Beauregard  in  action,  taking  me  aside,  asked  if  I  did  not 
regard  the  day  as  going  against  us  irremedial^ly,  and  whether  thei-e  was  not 
danger  in  tarrying  so  long  in  the  field  as  to  be  unable  to  withdraw  in  good 
order.  I  answered  that  I  thought  it  would  soon  be  our  proper  coui-se  to 
retreat.  Having  an  opportunity  a  moment  later  to  speak  to  General  Beaiu-e- 
gard  in  private,  I  brought  the  subject  before  him  in  almost  these  words : 

"  General,  do  you  not  think  our  troops  are  very  much  in  the  condition  of 
a  lump  of  sugar  thoroughly  soaked  with  water,  but  yet  preserving  its  orig- 
inal shape,  though  ready  to  dissolve?  Would  it  not  be  judicious  to  get 
away  with  what  we  have  I " 

"  I  intend  to  withdraw  in  a  few  moments,"  was  his  reply. 

Calling  upon  his  aides-de-camp  present,  he  dispatched  them  with  orders  to 
the  several  corps  commanders  to  begin  the  rearward  movement.  He  also 
directed  me  to  collect  as  many  of  the  broken  organizations  as  I  could, — both 
of  infantry  and  artillery, — post  them  in  the  best  position  I  might  find,  and 
hold  it  until  the  whole  army  had  passed  to  the  rear  of  it.  Such  a  position  I 
quickly  found  on  an  elevated  ridge  in  full  view  of  the  chapel  and  the  ground 
to  the  right  and  left  of  it,  and  also  somewhat  more  elevated,  rising  abruptly 
toward  the  enemy  but  receding  gently  toward  Corinth.  There  I  collected 
and  posted  some  two  thousand  infantry,  making  them  lie  down  at  rest.  I 
also  placed  in  battery  some  twelve  or  fifteen  guns,  so  as  to  command  and 
sweep  the  approach  from  the  direction  of  the  enemy.  There  also  I  remained 
until  after  4  o'clock,  or  until  the  entire  Confederate  force  had  retired. 
General  Breckinridge's  troops  being  the  last,  and  without  seeing  a  single 
Federal  soldier  within  the  wide  range  of  my  eyes.  I  then  retired,  carrying 
from  the  field  the  caissons  loaded  down  with  muskets  and  rifles  picked  up  on 
the  field. 
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By  S.  H.  LOCKETT,  COLONEL,  C.  S.  A.  (AT  SHILOH  OEXEBAL  BBAGG'S  CHIEF  EXOISEEB). 


I  mm 


AT  the  time  of  the  battle 


A  third  time  I  made  a  descent  from  the  hills, 
of  Shiloh  I  was  on  Gen-  down  a  narrow  hollow,  still  farther  to  our  right, 
eral  Bragg's  staff  as  his  and  saw  Federal  soldiers  cleaning  their  guns  and 
chief  engineer,  with  the  aecouterments  and  getting  ready  for  Sunday  mom- 
rank  of  captain.  On  the  ing  inspection.  By  this  time  tiring  had  begun  on 
night  of  April  5th  I  ae-  our  left,  and  I  could  see  that  it  caused  some  com- 
companied  him  to  General  motion  in  the  camps,  but  it  was  evident  that  it  was 
.Johnston's  headquarters,  not  understood.  Soon  the  firing  became  more 
where  the  last  council  of  rapid  and  clearer  and  closer,  and  I  saw  officers  be- 
war  was  held.  I  was  not  gin  to  stir  out  of  their  tents,  evidently  an.\ious  to 
present  at  the  meeting  of  find  out  what  it  all  meant.  Then  couriers  began 
the  generals,  but  with  a  to  arrive,  and  there  was  great  bu-stle  and  confu- 
number  of  other  staff-oflficers  remained  near  by.  sion ;  the  long  roll  was  beaten ;  there  was  rapid 
We  could  hear  the  low,  earnest  discussion  of  our  falling  in,  and  the  whole  party  in  front  of  me  wa.s 
superiors,  but  could  not  distinguish  the  words  so  thoroughly  awake  and  alarmed  that  I  thought 
spoken.  my  safest  course  was  to  retreat  whUe  I  could  and 

When  the  council  closed,   and  General  Bragg  send  another  courier  to  the  rear. 

started  to  his   own  bivouac,  I  joined  him,   and  How  long  all  this  took  I  cannot  now  recall,  but 

received  the  following  instructions:   That  as  the  perhaps  not  more  than  an  hour  and  a  half  or  two 

attack  would  be  made  at  daylight,  the  next  morn-  hours.     \Mien  I  reached  my  cavalry  squad  I  knew 

ing  at  4  o'clock  I  should  proceed  to  the  front  along  that  the  battle  had  opened  in  earnest,  but  I  deter- 

the  Bai'k  road,  with  Lieutenant  Steel,  of  the  engi-  mined  to  have  one  more  look  at  the  Federal  posi- 

neers,  and  a  squad  of  cavalry,  until  I  came  to  the  tion,  and  moved  once  more  to  the  right.     Without 

enemy's  camp ;   that  1  should  very  carefully  and  getting  as  near  as  our  former  positions.  I  had  a 

cautiously   reconnoiter   the   camp   from  where   I  good  view  of  another  camp  with  a  line  of  soldiers 

struck  it  toward  the   enemy's  left  flank;  that  I  formed  in  front  of  it.     Meantime  the  Confederate 

should  by  no  means  allow  any  firing  by  my  little  troops  had  moved  on  down  the  hills,  and  I  could 

force,  or  do  anything  to  attract  attention  ;  that  my  plainly  see  from  the  firing  that  there  was  hot  and 

duty  was  to  get  all  the  information  possible  about  heavyworkonmy  left  and  in  advanceof  my  present 

the  enemy's  position  and  condition,  and  send  it  back  position.    I  tlien  began  to  fear  that  the  division  in 

by  couriers  from  point  to  point,  as  my  judgment  front  of  me  would   swing  around   and   take  our 

should  suggest.     Those  orders  I  carried  out  the  forces  in  flank,  as  it  was  manifest  that  the  Federal 

next  morning.    Lieutenant  S.  M.  Steel,  now  Major  line  extended  farther  in  that  direction  than  ours. 

Steel,  of  Nashville,  Tenu.,  had  been  a  civil  engi-  I  therefore   disposed  my  little  cavalry  force   as 

neer  and  surveyor  in  that  section  of  the  country,  skirmishers,  and  sent  a  courier  with  a  sketch  of 

had   already  made   several   daring  and  valuable  tlie  gi-ound  to  General  Bragg,  and  urged  the  im- 

reconnoissances  of  the  Federal  camps,  and  knew  portanee  of  ha\"ing  our  right  flank  protected.   How 

the  country  thoroughly.   He  was  a  splendid  scout,  long  I  waited  and  watched  at  this  point  it  is  hanl 


and  as  brave  a  man  as  ever  lived.  Under  his  skill- 
ful guidance  I  reached  in  safety  a  point  which  he 
said  was  not  more  than  a  few  hundred  yards  from 
the  Federal  camps.  Here  our  cavalry  escort  and 
oui'  own  horses  were  left,  and  we  two,  leaving  the 


to  say.  Finally,  becoming  very  uneasy  at  the  state 
of  affairs,  I  left  Lieutenant  Steel  with  the  cavalry 
and  rode  to  the  left  myself  to  make  a  personal 
report.  In  this  ride  I  passed  right  down  the  line 
of  battle  of  the  Confederate  forces,  and  saw  some 


Toad,  passed  down  a  narrow  valley  or  gorge,  got  splendid  duels  both  of  artillery  and  infantry. 
beyond  the  Federal  pickets,  and  came  within  a  few  Finally,  as  I  have  always  thought  about  11 
rods  of  a  sleepy  camp  sentinel  leaning  against  a  o'clock,  I  came  to  (reneral  A.  S.  Johnston  and  his 
tree.  In  front  of  us  was  a  large  camp  as  still  and  staff  standing  on  the  brow  of  a  hill  watching  the 
silent  as  the  grave  ;  no  signs  of  life  except  a  few  conflict  in  their  front.  I  rode  u]>  to  General  John- 
smoldering  fires  of  tlie  last  night's  supper.  Noting  ston,  saluted  him,  and  said  I  wished  to  make  a 
these  facts  and  without  disturbing  the  man  at  the  report  of  the  state  of  affairs  on  our  extreme  right. 
tree,  we  returned  to  our  cavalry  squad,  and  I  dis-  He  said  ho  had  received  that  report  and  a  sketch 
patched  a  courier  to  General  Bragg  with  a  note  from  Captain  Lockett,  of  the  engineers,  I  told 
tolling  what  T  had  seen.     Wo  then  moved  by  our  him  I  was  Captain  Lockett.     He  replie<i.  "Well, 


ri<;lit  (lank  thi'ougU  the  woods,  from  a  quarter  to 
half  a  niil(>,  and  repeated  our  former  niana^uvre. 
This  time  we  found  the  cooks  of  the  camp  astir 
preparing  breakfast.  While  we  were  watching  thi^ 
process  reveille  was  sounded,  and  I  saw  one  or  two 
regiments  form  by  companies,  answer  to  roll-call, 
and  then  disperse  to  their  tents.  Once  more  I 
retnrneil  to  my  cavalry  and  dispatched  a  courier. 


sir,  tell  nu'  as  briefly  and  quickly  as  possible  what 
you  have  to  say."  ^^'llen  my  report  was  finished 
he  said,  ''  That  is  what  I  gathered  from  your  note 
and  sketch,  and  I  have  already  ordered  General 
Breckinridge  to  send  forces  to  fill  up  the  space  on 
our  right.  Ride  back,  sir,  towanl  the  right,  and 
you  will  probably  meet  l><>neral  Breckinridge  ; 
lead  him  to  the  position  you  indicate,  and  loll  him 
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to  drive  the  enemy  lie  may  find  in  his  front  into 
the  river.  He  needs  no  further  orders."  The 
words  are,  as  near  as  I  can  remember  them,  ex- 
actly the  ones  General  Johnston  used.  I  obeyed 
the  order  given,  met  General  Breckinridge,  con- 
ducted him  to  the  place  where  I  had  left  my 
cavalry,  but  found  both  them  and  the  Federal 
division  gone.  I  rode  with  General  Breckinridge 
a  few  hundred  yards  forward,  and  we  soon  received 
a  volley  which  let  us  know  that  the  Federal  forces 
had  retired  but  a  very  short  distance  from'  then- 
original  position.  General  Breckinridge  deployed 
Bowen's  and  Statham's  brigades,  moved  them  for- 
ward, and  soon  engaged  the  Federal  forces.  I 
bade  the  General  good-day  and  good  luck,  and 
once  more  rode  down  the  line  of  battle  until  I 
found  General  Bragg.  With  him  I  remained,  ex- 
cepting when  caiTying  orders  and  making  recon- 
noissances,  until  the  close  of  the  fli'st  day's  fight. 

I  witnessed  the  various  bloody  and  unsuccessful 
attacks  on  the  "  Hornets'  Nest."  During  one  of  the 
dreadful  repulses  of  our  forces.  General  Bragg  di- 
rected me  to  ride  forward  to  the  central  regiment 
of  a  brigade  of  troops  that  was  recoiling  across  an 
open  field,  to  take  its  colors  and  carry  them  for- 
ward. "The  flag  must  not  go  back  again,"  he 
said.  Obeying  the  order,  I  dashed  through  the 
line  of  battle,  seized  the  colors  fi-om  the  color- 
bearer,  and  said  to  him,  "General  Bragg  says 
these  colors  must  not  go  to  the  rear."  Wliile  I  was 
talking  to  him  the  color-sergeant  was  shot  down. 
A  moment  or  two  afterward  I  was  almost  alone  on 
horseback  in  the  open  field  between  the  two  lines 
of  battle.  An  officer  came  up  to  me  with  a  bullet- 
hole  in  each  cheek,  the  blood  streaming  from  his 
mouth,  and  asked,  ' '  What  are  you  doing  with  my 
colors,  sir?"  "I  am  obeying  General  Bragg's  or- 
ders, sir,  to  hold  them  where  they  are,"  was  my 
reply.  "  Let  me  have  them,"  he  said.  "  If  any  man 
but  my  color-bearer  carries  these  colors,  I  am  the 
man.  Tell  General  Bragg  I  will  see  that  these  col- 
ors are  in  the  right  place.  But  he  must  attack  this 
position  in  flank  ;  we  can  never  carry  it  alone  from 
the  front."  It  was  Colonel  H.  W.  Allen,  afterward 
Governor  Allen  of  Louisiana.  I  returned,  miracu- 
lously preserved,  to  General  Bragg,  and  reported 
Colonel  Allen's  words.  I  then  carried  an  order  to 
the  same  troops,  giving  the  order,  I  think,  to  Gen- 
eral Gibson,  to  fall  back  to  the  fence  in  the  rear 
and  reorganize.  This  was  done,  and  then  General 
Bragg  dispatched  me  to  the  right,  and  Colonel  Frank 
Gardner  (afterward  Major-General)  to  the  left,  to 
inform  the  brigade  and  division  commanders  on 
either  side  that  a  combined  movement  would  be 
made  on  the  front  and  flanks  of  that  position.  The 
movements  were  made,  and  Prentiss  was  captured. 

As  Colonel  William  Preston  Johnston  says,  that 
capture  was  a  dear  triumph  to  us  —  dear  for  the 
many  soldiers  we  had  lost  in  the  first  fruitless  at- 
tacks, but  still  dearer  on  account  of  the  valuable 
time  it  cost  us.  The  time  consumed  in  gathering 
Prentiss's  command  together,  in  taking  their  arms, 
in  marching  them  to  the  rear,  was  inestimably 
valuable.  Not  only  that ;  the  news  of  the  capture 
spread,  and  grew  as  it  spread  ;  many  soldiers  and 


officers  believed  we  had  captured  the  bulk  of  the 
Federal  army,  and  hundreds  left  their  positions 
and  came  to  see  the  "captured  Yanks."  But  after 
a  while  the  Confederates  were  gotten  into  ranks, 
and  a  perfect  line  of  battle  was  formed,  with  our 
left  wing  resting  on  Owl  Creek  and  our  right  on  the 
Tennessee  River.  General  Polk  was  on  the  left, 
then  Bragg,  then  Hardee,  then  Breckinridge.  In 
our  front  only  one  single  point  was  showing  fight, 
a  hill  crowned  with  artillery.  I  was  with  General 
Bragg,  and  rode  with  him  along  the  front  of  his 
eorjjs.  I  heard  him  say  over  and  over  again,  "One 
more  charge,  my  men,  and  we  shall  capture  them 
all."  While  this  was  going  on  a  staff-officer  (or 
rather,  I  think,  it  was  one  of  the  detailed  clerks  of 
General  Beauregard's  headquarters,  for  he  wore 
no  uniform)  came  up  to  General  Bragg,  and  said, 
"The  General  directs  that  the  pursuit  be  stopped; 
the  victory  is  sufficiently  complete  ;  it  is  needless 
to  expose  oiu-  men  to  the  fii'e  of  the  gun-boats." 
General  Bragg  said,  "  My  God,  was  a  victory  ever 
sufficiently  complete  ?"  and  added,  "Have  you 
given  that  order  to  any  one  else?"  "Yes,  sir," 
was  the  reply,  "  to  General  Polk,  on  your  left ; 
and  if  you  will  look  to  the  left,  you  will  see  that 
the  order  is  being  obeyed."  General  Bragg  looked, 
and  said,  " My  God,  my  God,  it  is  too  late!"  and 
turning  to  me,  he  said,  "  Captain,  carry  that  order 
to  the  troops  on  the  right" ;  and  to  Captain  Frank 
Parker,  "You  carry  it  to  the  left."  In  a  short 
time  the  troops  were  all  falling  back —  (iiid  the  lic- 
tovij  was  lost.  Captain  Parker  and  myself  were  the 
only  members  of  General  Bragg's  staff  who  were 
with  him  at  that  time.  Captain  Parker,  I  think,  is 
still  living  in  South  Carolina,  and  will  surely  re- 
member all  that  I  have  narrated. 

In  this  hasty  sketch  I  have  intentionally  omitted 
everything  but  the  beginning  and  end  of  that  day's 
operations,  to  throw  what  light  I  can  upon  the 
two  great  points  of  dispute  :  Was  the  Federal  army 
surprised  by  our  attack '?  and  whose  fault  was  it 
that  the  victory  was  not  sufficiently  complete  on 
the  first  day  ? 

In  regard  to  the  .second  day's  fight,  I  will  touch 
upon  but  one  point.  I,  as  a  great  many  other 
staflE-officers,  was  principally  occupied  in  the  early 
hours  of  the  second  day  in  gathering  together  om- 
scattered  men  and  getting  them  into  some  sort  of 
manageable  organization.  In  this  duty  I  collected 
and  organized  a  body  of  men  about  a  thousand 
strong.  They  were  composed  of  men  of  at  least  a 
half-dozen  different  regiments.  The  7th  Kentucky, 
with  a  tattered  fiag,  and  the  9th  Arkansas  were 
the  most  numerously  represented.  We  had  not 
one  single  field-officer  in  the  command.  When  I 
reported  to  General  Beauregard  that  I  had  the 
troops  divided  into  companies,  had  assigned  a 
captain  to  duty  as  lieutenant-colonel  and  a  first 
lieutenant  as  major,  he  himself  put  me  in  com- 
mand of  them  as  colonel.  In  order  that  my  com- 
mand might  have  a  name,  I  dubbed  it  the 
"Beauregard  Regiment," — a  name  that  was  re- 
ceived with  three  rousing  cheers.  Not  long  after 
my  regiment  was  thus  officered  and  christened,  a 
message  came  from  General  Breckinridge  on  our 
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extreme  right  that  he  was  hard  jjressed,  and  needed 
reenforcements.  My  regiment,  which  was  at  the 
time  just  behind  General  Beauregard,  held  in  re- 
serve by  his  orders,  was  sent  by  him  to  General 
Breckinridge's  assistance.  We  marched  down  the 
line  o£  battle  to  the  extreme  right,  passed  beyond 
General  Breckinridge's  right,  wheeled  by  com- 
panies into  line  of  battle,  and  went  in  with  the 
"rebel  yell."  The  men  on  our  left  took  up  the  yell 
and  the  charge,  and  we  gained  several  hundred 
yards  of  ground.     From  this  point  we  fought  back 


slowly  and  steadily  for  several  hours,  until  word 
came  that  the  army  wa.s  ordered  to  retreat,  that 
the  commands  would  fall  back  in  succession  from 
the  left,  and  that  the  right  wing  would  be  the  rear- 
guard. This  order  was  carried  out,  and  when  night 
came  the  right  wing  was  slowly  falling  back  with 
face  to  the  foe.  We  halted  on  the  same  ground  we 
had  occupied  on  the  morning  of  the  6th,  just 
before  the  battle  began.  If  there  was  any  '•  break- 
ing" and  "starting,"  as  General  Grant  expresses 
it,  I  did  not  witness  it. 


THE    SHILOH    BATTLE-OKDEK   AND   THE   WITHDRAWAL     SUNDAY    E^"ENING. 

BY  ALEXANDER  ROBERT  CHISOLM,  COLONEL,   C.  S.  A.  (AT  SHILOH  ON  GEXERAL  BEAL-REGARD'S  STATE  '. 


In  the  paper  published  in  "  The  Century  "  for  Feb- 
ruary, 188.5,  Colonel  William  Preston  Johnston, 
assuming  to  give  the  Confederate  version  of  the 
campaign  and  battle  of  Shiloh,  at  which  he  was 
not  present,  has  adventured  material  statements 
regarding  operations  on  that  field,  which  must  have 
been  based  on  misinformation  or  misunderstand- 
ing in  essential  particulars,  as  I  take  occasion  to 
assert  from  personal  knowledge  acquired  as  an  eye- 
witness and  aide-de-camp  on  the  staff  of  General 
Beauregard.  My  personal  knowledge  runs  counter 
to  many  of  his  statements  and  deductions,  but  I 
shall  here  confine  myself  to  two  points. 

First,  I  must  dispute  that  the  battle-order  as 
promulgated  was  in  any  wise  different  from  the 
one  submitted  by  General  Beauregard  at  his  own 
quarters  at  Corinth,  early  in  the  morning  of  the  3d 
of  April,  to  General  A.  S.  Johnston,  and  which  was 
accepted  without  modification  or  suggestion.  This 
assertion  I  base  on  these  facts  :  About  1  o'clock 
in  the  morning  the  adjiitant-general  of  the  Confed- 
erate forces.  Colonel  Jordan,  aroused  me  from 
sleep  in  my  tent,  close  by  General  Beauregard's 
chamber,  and  desired  me  to  inform  the  general  at 
dawn  that  General  Johnston  had  agreed  to  his 
recommendation  to  move  offensively  against  Pitts- 
burg Landing  early  that  same  day,  and  that  the 
circular  orders  to  the  corps  commanders  had  been 
already  issued  by  Colonel  Jordan  to  that  effect. 
Acting  upon  this  request,  I  found  that  General 
Beauregard  had  already  during  the  night  made  full 
notes  on  loose  scraps  of  paper  of  the  order  of- march 
and  battle,  from  which  he  read  aloud  for  me  to 
copy  —  my  copy  being  given  to  Colonel  Jordan  as 
soon  as  completed,  as  the  basis  of  the  official  order 
which  he  was  to  frame,  and  did  fi-ame  and  issue  in 
the  name  of  General  Johnston.  And  that  is  the 
order  which  Colonel  Johnston  erroneously  alleges 
upon  the  posthumous  authority  of  General  Bragg 
to  differ  essentially  from  the  plan  settled  upon  by 
General  Johnston  for  the  battle.  This  allegation  I 
know  to  be  unfounded,  as  the  oi-der  as  issiied  varies 
in  no  wise  from  the  notes  dictated  to  mo  by  General 
Beauregard,  excepting  the  mere  wording  and  .some 
details  relating  to  transiiortation  and  ordnancp 
service  aildiMl  by  Colonel  Jorilan  :  that  is  to  say,  the 
phnicxplainiMlliy  General  Beauregard  and  accepted 
liy  (tenenil  Johnston  at  the  quarters  of  the  former. 

Being  limited  as  to  space,  I  shall  pass  over  a 
throng  of  facts  withiu  my  personal  knowledge, 


which  would  establish  that  General  Beauregard 
was  as  actively  and  directly  handling  the  Con- 
federate forces  engaged  in  their  general  conduct 
of  the  battle  before  the  death  of  General  Johnston 
as  he  was  after  that  incident.  I  shall  confine  my- 
self on  this  occasion  to  relating  that  after  General 
Beauregard  became  cognizant  of  the  death  of  Gen- 
eral Johnston,  he  despatched  me  to  the  front  with 
orders  that  led  to  the  concentration  of  the  widely 
scattered  and  disarrayed  Confederate  forces,  which 
resulted  in  the  capture  of  General  Prentiss  and  so 
many  of  his  division  after  5  o'clock  on  the  Oth. 

I  also,  later  in  the  day,  carried  orders  to  Hardee, 
who  was  engaged  on  our  extreme  left,  or  Federal 
right,  where  I  remained  with  that  officer  until  almost 
dark,  up  to  which  time  no  orders  had  reached  him 
to  cease  fighting.  On  the  contrary,  he  was  doing 
his  best  to  force  back  the  enemy  in  his  front.  As 
he  was  without  any  of  his  staff  about  him.  for  the 
nonce  I  acted  as  his  aide-de-camp.  Meantime  the 
gun-boats  were  shelling  furiously,  and  their  huge 
missiles  crushed  through  the  branches  of  the  trees 
overhead  with  sofearfula  din,  frequency,  and  close- 
ness that,  despite  the  excitement  of  our  apparently 
complete  victory,  there  was  room  left  in  our  minds 
for  some  most  unpleasant  sensations,  especially 
when  the  top  of  some  lofty  tree,  cut  off  by  a  shell, 
would  come  toppling  down  among  the  men. 

Possibly,  had  Colonel  Johnston  been  present  on 
the  field  at  that  last  hour  of  the  battle  of  the  0th, 
a  witness  of  the  actually  fruitless  efforts  made  to 
storm  the  last  position  held  by  the  enemy  upon 
the  ridge  covering  the  immediate  landing-place, 
known  as  Pittsburg,  he  might  be  Vietter  informed 
why  it  was  that  that  position  was  not  carried,  and 
be  less  disposed  to  adduce  such  testimony  as  that 
of  General  Bragg,  to  the  effect  that  but  for  the 
order  given  liyBeauregjird  to  withdraw  from  action 
he  would  have  cai'ried  all  before  him. 

It  so  happened  that  I  rejoined  General  Beaure- 
gard at  a  point  near  Shiloh  Chapel  (having  escorted 
General  Prentiss  from  the  field  to  General  Beaure- 
gard), when  (rcneral  Bragg  rode  up  from  the  front, 
and  I  heard  him  say  in  an  excited  manner:  "Gen- 
eral, we  have  carried  everything  before  us  to  the 
Tennessee  River.  I  have  ridden  from  Owl  to  Lick 
Creek,  and  there  is  none  of  the  enemy  to  be  seen." 
Beauregard  quietly  replied:  "Then.  General,  do 
not  unnecessarily  expose  yovir  command  to  the  fire 
of  the  gun-boats." 


THE    MARCH    OF    LEW    WALLACE'S    DIVISION    TO    SHILOH. 


CIRCUMSTANCES  AND  CHARACTER  OF  THE  ORDER. 

As  General  Grant  passed  up  from  Savannah 
on  the  Tu/ress  on  the  6th  of  April  to  the  battle-field 
of  Shiloh,  he  found  General  Lew  Wallace  await- 
ing him  at  Crump's  Landing,  the  troops  of  his 
division  having  been  ordered  under  arms  at  the 
sound  of  the  battle.  [For  General  Grant's  state- 
ments, see  pages  467-8.]     General  Wallace  in  his 


statement  (see  ijage  4GS)  is  that  the  order  as  given 
was  "to  march  immediately  to  Pittsbm-g  by  the 
road  nearest  the  river."  Captain  Rowley  says,  "  to 
march  with  his  division  up  the  river,  and  into  the 
field  on  the  right  of  our  line,  as  rapidly  as  possible." 
Rawlins  says  it  read  "substantially  as  follows: 
'  Major-General  Wallace  :  You  will  move  forward 
your  division  from  Crump's  Landing,  leaving  a  suffi- 


ofacial  report  places  the  hour  at  which  General  ^ient  force  to  protect  the  public  property  at  that 

Grant  reached  Crump's  at  about  9,  while  General  Pl^ee,  to  Pittsburg  Landing,  on  the  road  nearest  to 

Grant  gives  the  hour  of  his  arrival  at  Pittsburg  andparallelto  the  river,  and  form  in  line  at  right  an- 

Landing  as  about  8.  Grant  left  Wallace  a  direction  gles  with  the  river,  immediately  in  rear  of  the  camp 

to  hold  himself  in  readiness  for  orders.  In  antieipa-  of  Major-General  C.  F.  Smith's  division  on  our  right 


tion  of  the  receipt  of  them,  a  horse  was  saddled  at 
Crump's  for  the  use  of  the  expected  messenger, 
the  First  Brigade  having  been  already  sent  from 
Crump's  to  join  the  Second  at  Stony  Lonesome 
(marked  A  on  the  map),  General  Wallace  fol- 
lowing about  9:15.  To  this  point,  at  an  hour 
which  has  been  variously  stated  by  the  of&cers 
of  the  command  at  from  11  o'clock  to  noon 
(Wallace  says,  "exactly  11:30"),  came  Captain 
A.  S.  Baxter,  quartermaster  on  Grant's  stafE, 
with  the  order.  Concei'ning  the  time,  dispatch, 
and  character  of  this  order  there  is  much  dis- 
agreement. General  Grant  says  that  the  order 
was  verbal ;  that  it  was  given  after  riding  out  to 
the  front,  and  that  Baxter  made  a  memorandum 
of  it,  though  he  does  not  saj'  that  he  saw  Baxter. 
Furthermore  Rawlins  says  that  the  order  was  taken 
by  him  back  to  the  Landing,  haU  a  mile  away,  and 


[W.  H.  L.  Wallace's],  and  there  wait  further  or- 
ders.'" General  Wallace  says,  that  as  received,  it 
directed  him  "  to  come  up  and  take  position  on  the 
right  of  the  army,  and  form  my  line  of  battle  at  a 
right  angle  with  the  river,"  and  "to  leave  a  force 
to  prevent  surprise  at  Crump's  Landing."  Colonel 
James  R.  Ross  says,  "I  very  distinctly  remember 
that  this  order  directed  you  to  move  forward  and 
join  General  Sherman's  right  on  the  Purdy  Road, 
and  form  your  line  of  battle  at  right  angles  with  the 
river,  and  then  act  as  circumstances  would  dic- 
tate."-ifif  General  Fred.  Knefler  says,  "It  was  a 
written  order  to  march  and  form  a  junction  with 
the  right  of  the  army."  \  Captain  Addison  Ware 
says  it  was  "to  move  your  division  up  and  join 
General  Sherman's  right  on  the  road  leading  from 
Pittsburg  Landing  to  Purdy."  J^  General  Knefler 
adds,  "The  order  was  placed  in  my  bauds  as  As- 


given  verbally  to  Baxter,  and  afterward  dictated  sistant  Adjutant-General ;  but  where  it  is  now,  or 

to  him,  at  the  latter's  request,  and  that  Baxter  ^'l^at  became    of   it,  I  am  unable   to   say.     Very 

started  on  the  steamer  not  later  than  9  o'clock,  likely,  having  been  written  on  a  scrap  of  paper,  it 

Rowley  states  that  Grant  gave  the  order  verbally  ^^s  lost."\ 

and  in  person  to  Baxter  at  once  upon  arriving  at 

the  Landing,  and  then  rode  immediately  to  the  ^"'^'^'''  ^"^  '^""'^  "^  ^he  jiakch. 

front.     Wallace   states  that  Baxter  delivered  an  All  reports  agree  that  the  march  of  the  two  bri- 

unsigned  order  and  said  that  "it  had  been  given  gades  began  at  12  o'clock,  along  the   road  ABC. 

to  him  verbally,  but  that  in  coming  down  the  river  Wallace  not  arriving  at  Pittsbm-g  Landing,  General 


he  had  reduced  it  to  writing." 

Concerning  the  circumstances  and  character  of 
the  order  Captain  Baxter  made  the  following  state- 
ment in  the  New-York  "MaU  and  Express"  for 
November  4th,  1886: 

'  T  will  give  my  own  recolleetion  of  the  event  at  Pitts- 


Grant  sent  Captain  Rowley  of  his  staff  to  hurry 
him  forward.  Rowley  went  by  the  River  Koad  al- 
most to  Crump's  Landing,  and  then  "  a  distance 
of  betv^een  five  and  six  miles,"  when  he  reached 
the  rear  of  Wallace's  division  by  the  road  ABC, 
and  passing  the  resting  troops  continued  to  the 


liurg  Landing.    On  Sunday,  between  tlie  lioiirs  of  8  and     head  of  the  column,  where  he  found  Wallace  and 


9  o'clock  A.  M.,  April  6tli,  1863,  Adjutant-General  Rawlins, 
of  General  Grant's  staff,  requested  me  to  go  to  Crump's 
Landing  (tive  miles  below)  and  order  General  Lew  Wal- 
lace to  march  his  command  at  once  hy  the  River  Road  to 
Pittsiiurg  Landing,  and  join  the  array  on  the  right.  At 
the  same  time  General  Rawlins  dictated  the  order  to 
General  Wallace,  which  was  written  hy  myself  and 
signed  hy  General  Rawlins. 

"  Onmeeting  GeneralWallace  I  gave  the  ordcrverhally, 
also  handed  to  him  the  written  order.  General  Wallace 
said  '  he  was  waiting  for  orders,  had  heard  the  firing  all 
the  morning,  and  was  ready  to  move  with  his  command 
innnediately — knew  the  road  and  had  put  it  in  good 
order.' 


delivered  the  orders,  and  gave  him  the  first  in- 
formation that  the  right  of  the  army  had  been 
driven  back.  Wallace  then  ordered  a  counter- 
march of  the  troops.  The  point  at  which  this 
tmming  took  place  is  fixed  by  General  Wallace  at 
D,  half-way  between  the  Purdy  crossing  and  the 
Owl  Creek  bridge.  (This  identification  is  fully  eon- 
firmed  by  letters  of  October  5th  and  6th,  1887, 
written  by  Generals  Fred.  Knefler  and  G.  F.  Mc- 
Ginnis,  Captains  Thomas  C.  Pursel  and  George  F. 
Brown,  and  Dr.  S.  L.  Ensminger,  all  of  whom  took 


■•  My  stay  with  Lew  Wallace  did  not  exceed  three  min-     P^r*  in  the  march,  and  the  last  two  of  whom  exam- 

utcs.    I  had  no  further  conversation  with  hira,  and  I  re-     ined  the  ground  in  1884  to  determine  the   point.) 

turned  immediately  to  Pittshm-g  Landing."  In  the  "Official  Records "  is  a  sketch  map,  without 

As  to  the  character  of  the  order :  General  Grant's     scale,  by  Colonel  James  B.  MePherson,  placing  the 

■jlrRoas  to  Wallace,  January  25th,  1868.    \  Knefler  to  Wallace,  February  19th,  1868.    J  Ware  to  Wallace  [1868). 
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MAP    OF  Tin      ROUTES    BY    WHICH    GENEI'.AI,    GHAM    WAS    KELNH  H'.CLli     AT    riTTSBCTlG    LAXDrNC. 


Authorities  :  (1.)  The  Offlcial  or  Thorn  map  (p.  50S1,  for 
roads  aud  distances  on  the  south  side  of  Snalte  Creelc ; 
(2.)  the  Union  Camp  map  (pp.  49B-7).  for  the  location  of 
camps  morning  of  April  5th.  1862;  (3.1  the  Shiloh  map 
in  (iencral  Badeau's  "  Military  History  of  U.  S.  Grant," 
lor  (he  main  roads  on  the  north  side  of  Snake  Creek, 
that  map  also  ;is:rccins  with  General  MePherson's 
sketch  map  without  scale  in  "  Official  Records."  Vol.  X.. 
p.  183 ;  (4.)  General  Wallace's  statement  to  the  editors, 
1887.  based  on  Inveatigationa  and  measurements  in  18S4, 

limit  of  march  at  C.  This  was  probably  iuteiuleJ 
for  the  point  where  Rowley  came  up  with  the  rear 
of  the  column,  which  must  have  covered  a  distance 
of  two  miles  or  more ;  but  if  intended  for  the 
limit  of  the  advance,  it  could  not  have  been  fixed 
on  MePherson's  own  knowledge,  for  when  Rawlins 
and  McPherson,  who  were  also  sent  by  General 
Grant  (McPherson  says  at  2:30)  to  hasten  the 
movement,  followino;  Rowley's  course,  came  up 
with  the  division  (Rawlins  says  about  3  :  30),  the 
First  Brigade  had  passed  across  toward  E  and  the 
Second  was  passing.  Some  mystery  attaches  to  the 
inaction  of  the  Third  Brigade  during  the  morning, 
(xener.al  Wallace  states  in  his  report  that  it  was 
concentrated  on  the  Second,  meaning,  as  lie 
e.-cplains  to  the  editors,  that  the  order  for  the 
<-oncentration  had  been  sent,  and,  he  presumed, 
obeyed,  (^olonel  Rossdelivered  the  order  to  Oolonel 
Charles  R.  Woods,  tlien  in  command  at  Adamsville, 
and  Captain  Ware,  Wallace's  second  aid.  carried  a 
repetitioiiof  it— both  duringthe  morning,  fl^fssto 
Wallace,  .Tanuary  iith,  ISCS,  and  Ware  to  Wallace, 
1S08.]  Yet  Colonel  Whittlesey,  who  during  the 
day,  by  seniority  of  commission,  succeeded  to  the 


by  Captain  George  F.  Brown  and  Dr.  S.  L.  Ensmin- 
ger,  for  the  roads  from  G  to  C  and  from  C  to  E.  and 
for  the  point  D  as  the  limit  of  the  inarcli  toward  Owl 
Creek.  X.  E. — Xo  detailetl  smrcy  appears  to  have  been 
made. 

Key  to  routes  of  Wallace's  division : 

lioute  of  First  Brlpide.  morning  of  April  6th  —  F  A. 

Route  of  First  and  Second  brigades  to  the  battlefield, 
iiftemoon  —  A  B  C  D  C  H  E  K. 

Route  of  Third  Brigade,  afternoon  —  G  C II  E  K. 

command  of  the  brigade, says  inhis  report  that  three 
of  the  four  regiments  "  received  orders  io  march 
with  their  trains  about  '2  P.  M.,  and  to  advance  to- 
ward Pittsburg  Landing  in  advance  of  the  trains  at 
4  P.  M.''  This  they  did  ^General  Wallace  informs  us) 
liy  the  route  showni  on  the  map.  The  fourth  regi- 
ment went  to  Crump's  to  guard  the  public  property- 
The  "Official  Reconls"  (Vol.  X.,  p.  1771  also 
tain  a  rough  sketchmap.  submitted  bvGeueral  con- 
Wallace  to  General  Halleck,  aeeompan\"ing  a  mem- 
orandum dated  March  14th,  lS(i3.  That  map  is 
manifestly  imperfect  in  representing  but  one 
bridge  between  A  and  the  right  of  the  army,  the 
junction  of  Owl  and  Snake  creeks  being  placed 
above  the  upper  Snake  creek  bridge,  instead  of 
below  it.  General  Wallace  himself  has  iiifomied 
the  editors  that  that  map  is  incorrect,  and  that  its 
inaccuracy  arose  from  a  prevalent  confusion  of  the 
names  of  Snake  aud  Owl  creeks.  That  map,  how- 
ever, faithfully  represents  General  Wallace's  claim 
that  the  head  of  his  eolnmn  advanced  to  within 
a  mile  of  what  liad  been  the  right  of  the  army. 
This  confusion  of  the  two  creeks  has  given  am- 
biguity to  General  Wallace's  statement  ia  his  re- 
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port,  made  five  days  after  the  battle,  whieli  he  in- 
forms us  should  read  as  bracketed : 

"  Selecting  a  road  that  led  directly  to  the  right  of 
the  lines,  as  they  -were  established  around  Pittsburg 
Landing  on  Sunday  morning,  my  column  started  im- 
mediately, the  distance  being  about  six  miles.  The 
cannonading,  distinctly  audible,  quickened  the  steps  of 
the  men.  Snake  Creek  (Owl  Creek],  difBcult  of  passage 
at  all  times  on  account  of  its  steep  banks  and  swampy 
bottoms,  ran  between  me  and  the  point  of  .junction. 
Short  way  from  it  [Owl  Creek)  Captain  Eowley,  from 

General  Grant,  .   .   .  overtook  me It  seemed,  on 

his  representation,  most  prudent  to  carry  the  colnmn 
across  to  what  is  called  the 'Elver  Eoad.'  .  .  .  This 
movement  occasioned  a  counter-march,  which  delayed 
my  junction  with  the  main  army  until  a  little  after 
nightfall." 

CHARACTER    OP    THE    MARCH. 
Rowley,   McPherson,    and  Rawlins  report   that 
they  represented  the  need  of  haste,  and  that  the 
march  was  slow : 

"  Of  the  character  of  the  march,  after  I  overtook  Gen- 
eral Wallace,  I  can  only  say  that  to  me  it  appeared  in- 
tolerably slow,  resembling  more  a  reconnoissance  in  the 
face  of  an  enemy  than  a  forced  march  to  relieve  a  hard- 
pressed  army.  So  strongly  did  this  impression  take  hold 
of  my  mind,  that  I  took  the  liberty  of  repeating  to  Gen- 
eral Wallace  that  part  of  General  Grant's  order  enjoin- 
ing hast«."    [Eowley.] 

*'  After  I  had  reached  the  head  of  the  colnmn,  I  must 
soy  it  seemed  to  me  that  the  march  was  not  as  rapid  as 
the  lU'gency  of  the  case  required.  Perhaps  this  arose  in 
a  great  measure  from  my  impatience  and  anxiety  to  get 
this  force  on  the  field  before  dark.  ..."  [McPherson  ] 

"  Colonel  McPherson  and  I  came  up  to  htm  about  3:30 
o'clock  p.  M.  He  was  then  not  to  exceed  four  or  four 
and  a  half  miles  [two  and  a  half  miles  ?]  from  the  scene 
of  action;  the  roads  were  in  fine  condition;  he  was 
marching  light ;  his  men  were  in  buoyant  spirits,  within 
hearing  of  the  musketry,  and  eager  to  get  forward.  He 
did  not  make  a  mile  and  a  half  an  hour,  although  urged 
and  appealed  to,  to  i)ush  forward.  Had  he  moved  with 
the  rapidity  his  command  were  able  and  anxious  to  have 
moved  after  we  overtook  him,  he  would  have  reached 
yon  [Grant]  in  time  to  have  engaged  the  enemy  before 
the  close  of  Sunday's  fight."    [Eawlins.] 

General  Wallace  denies  this  last  conclusion  and 
the  statement  about  the  condition  of  the  road. 
General  Knefler  says  [letter  to  Wallace]  :  "After 
some  hard  marching  over  execrable  roads,  we 
reached  our  position  about  dusk."  Col.  James 
R.  Ross  says  [letter  to  Wallace,  January  2.5th, 
1868]  :  "We  had  to  march  over  the  worst  road 
I  ever  remember  to  have  seen.  In  many  places 
it  was  almost  impossible  to  get  artillery  through." 

The  head  of  the  column  did  not  an-ive  at  K  until 
after  dark,  probably  at  7:15,  sunset  being  at  6  :  30. 
The  total  time  of  the  march  was  about  7  hovu's. 
The  total  distance  traveled  to  the  lower  bridge  (K) 
was,  according  to  our  map,  11  miles.  It  is  pos- 
sible that  a  detailed  survey  of  the  field  would  in- 
dicate the  distance  as  somewhat  greater.  General 
Wallace  estimates  it  as  "  over  11  miles,  of  which 
quite  5  miles  were  through  mire  so  deep  that  the 
axles  of  my  guns  left  wakes  behind  them  as  if 
mud-scows  had  been  dragged  that  way."  Cap- 
tain Brown,  who  studied  the  route  in  1884,  esti- 
mates it  at  between  13  and  14  miles.  Not  con- 
sidering the  comparative  difficulties  of  the  two 
marches,  the  map  indicates  little  difference  in  the 
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speed  of  Wallace's  division  and  that  of  Nelson's 
leading  brigade  (Ammeu)  from  Savannah  to  Pitts- 
burg Lauding  (1:30  to  5).  Ammen  in  his  diary 
dwells  on  the  extreme  difliculties  of  his  route,  which 
lay  largely  through  swamps  impassable  by  artillery. 

DOCUMENTS  SUBMITTED  BV  GENERAL  WALLACE. 

I. —  Letter  found  on  the  person  of  General  W.  H. 
L.  Wallace,  after  he  had  received  a  mortal  wound 
at  Shiloh,  and  sent  by  his  widow  to  General  Grant 
[see  foot-note,  page  468;  printed  also  in  The 
Century  and  iu  the  "  Personal  Memoirs  of  U.  S. 
Grant"] : 

"  He.\dquarters  Third  Division,  Ad AiLsviLLE,  Ajiril 
6th,  1862.  General  W.  H.  L.  Wallace,  commanding  Sec- 
ond Division.  .Sir  :  Yours  received.  Glad  to  hear  from 
you.  My  cavalry  from  this  point  has  been  to  and  from 
your  post  frequently.  As  my  Third  Brigade  is  here,  five 
miles  from  Crunii)'s  L.anding,  my  Second  two  and  a  half 
miles  from  it,  I  thought  it  would  be  better  to  open  com- 
munication with  you  from  Adamsville.  I  will  to-morrow 
order  Major  Hays,  of  the  6th  Ohio  Cavalry,  to  report  to 
you  at  your  quarters ;  and,  if  you  are  so  disposed,  prob- 
ably you  had  better  send  a  company  to  return  with  him, 
that  they  may  familiarize  themselves  with  the  road,  to 
act  in  case  of  emergency  as  guides  to  and  from  our 
camps.— I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Lewis  Wallace,  General  Third  Division." 

General  Wallace  says  :  "  As  I  was  ignorant  of  the 
position  of  W.  H.  L.Wallace's  camp,  this  letter  was 
sent  by  way  of  Owl  Creek.  I  knew  Wallace,  and  did 
not  know  Sherman,  whose  camp  was  nearer." 

II.  — Letter  from  General  Grant  to  General  Lew 
Wallace,  in  1868,  after  examining  statements  by 
the  latter  and  by  the  following  ofiicers  of  his  com- 
mand, touching  the  character  of  the  order  and 
march:  Generals  Fred,  Knefler,  George  F.  Mc- 
Ginnis,  Daniel  Macauley,  John  A.  Strickland,  .John 
M.  Thayer,  Colonel  James  R.  Ross,  and  Captain  Ad- 
dison Ware : 

"  Headquarters  Akmt  of  the  United  States,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  March  10th,  1868.  My  Dear  General  : 
Inclosed  herewith  I  return  you  letters  from  officers  of 
the  army  who  served  with  you  at  the  battle  of  Shiloh, 
Tennessee,  giving  their  statement  of  your  action  on 
that  occasion.  I  can  only  state  that  my  orders  to  you 
were  given  verbally  to  a  staif-officer  to  communicate, 
and  that  they  were  substantially  as  given  by  General 
Eadeau  in  his  book.  I  always  understood  that  the  staff- 
ofiicer  referred  to.  Captain  Baxter,  made  a  memorandum 
of  the  orders  he  received,  and  left  it  with  you.  That 
memorandum  I  never  saw. 

"The  statements  which  I  now  return  seem  to  exoner- 
ate you  from  the  great  point  of  blame,  your  taking  the 
wrong  road,  or  ditferent  road  from  the  one  directed, 
from  Crump's  Landing  to  Pittsburg  Landing.  All  your 
subsequent  military  career  showed  you  active  .and  ready 
in  the  execution  of  every  order  you  received.  Your 
promptness  in  moving  from  Baltimore  to  Monocacy, 
Maryland,  in  1864,  and  meeting  the  enemy  n  force  far 
superior  to  yoiu'  own  when  Washington  was  threat- 
ened, is  a  case  particularly  in  point.  There  you  could 
scarcely  have  hoped  for  a  victory,  but  .yon  delayed  the 
enemy,  and  enabled  me  to  get  troops  from  City  Point, 
Virginia,  in  time  to  save  the  city.  That  act  I  regarded 
as  most  praiseworthy.  I  refer  you  to  my  report  of  1865, 
touching  your  course  there.  In  view  of  the  assault 
made  upon  you  now,  I  think  it  due  to  you  that  you 
should  publish  what  yonr  own  staff  and  other  subordi- 
nate officers  have  to  say  in  exoneration  of  your  course. 
— Y'ours  truly,  U.  S.  Grant,  General. 
"To  Major-Geneeal  L.  Wallace." 
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III. —  Letter  from  General  Wallace  to  General 
Grant,  in  ls,S4,  referring  to  the  whole  controversy. 
The  omissions  are  made  by  the  editors,  for  lack  of 
space  : 

"  Cra WFORDSVILLE,  IND.,  September  16th,  1884.  Deae 
General:  The  Century  Co.  people  inform  me  that 
they  have  engaged  you  to  'Write  a  paper  for  them  ou 
Pittsbuig  Landing.  Such  a  contributii>n  frcim  your  band 
■will  bo  important  as  "well  as  most  interesting.  Probably 
I  ought  not  to  trouble  yon  touching  the  subject;  still,  I 
trust  you  wiE  appreciate  the  anxieties  natural  to  one 
who  bas  been  so  bitterly  and  continuously  criticised  in 
the  connection,  and  pardon  nie  a  few  lines  of  request. 

"  The  letter  of  exoneration  you  gave  nie  some  years  ago 
is  not  permitted  to  be  printed  in  the  volume  of  reports 
puljlishcd  liy  the  Government,  though  I  earnestly  sought 
the  laviimr  tlio  Secretary  of  War.  The  tcrnlile  reflec- 
tiidis  in  .\nur  indoi'sement  on  my  official  report  of  the 
battle,  .-iiiil  il>ewhere,  go  to  the  world  wholly  unquaU- 
flcd.  It  is  ncit  piisslhli'  to  exaggerate  the  misfiirtime  thus 
eutaileilupcii  nii-.  lint  now  you  have  it  mjiowertn  make 
correction,  in  a  paper  which  will  be  read  far  more  gen- 
erally than  the  compilation  of  the  department.  May  1 
hope  you  wiU  do  it  ? 

"Since  my  return  from  Europe  I  have  for  the  first  time 
read  the  rejiorts  of  Generals  Kawlins  and  McPherson,  and 
Major  Rowley,  touching  my  march  the  first  day  of  the 
battle.  I  shall  regret  all  my  remaining  days  not  pre- 
viously lainwing  their  tenor;  for  I  think  I  could  have 
explained  to  the  satisfaction  of  those  gentlemen  every 
mystery  of  my  conduct  during  their  ride  with  me  the 
afternoon  of  the  6th  April.  They  tlid  not  understand 
that  there  was  a  mistake  in  your  order  as  it  was  deliv- 
ered to  me,  and  while  with  them  I  .=tupposed  they  knew 
why  I  w;is  wheri'  they  found  nio.  Consequently,  no  es- 
plaii;iti'>n  tnuk  ptat-c  lu-twcen  U'^.  I  see  nuw.  they  really 
supimscd  me  lost,  and  wanderin;,'  aimlessly  aliout.  Had 
the  cuiM'ctness  of  the  oi-dn-  brrn  iiionted.  no  doubt  the 
order  itself  could  have  been  produced.  I  ^\■ould  not  have 
rested  until  my  adintant-geneial  liad  produced  it.  Is 
it  to  be  supposed  for  an  instant  that,  kno%ving  then- 
thoughts  of  mo  during  the  hours  of  that  ride,  I  could 
have  been  indilferent  to  them  ?  As  it  is,  you  wiU  observe 
that  neither  of  them  pretends  to  explain  my  behavior. 
Neither  mak<'S  allusion  to  a  theory  of  explaiuition.  The 
tiaith  is,  I  all  the  time  supposed  the  necessity  for  the 
change  of  direetiou  in  my  movement  was  sinijily  due  to 
the  bad  turn  of  the  battle  afterthe  order  was  dispatched 
tome.  The  whole  tinn-  I  was  in  their  company  I  thought 
myself  entitled  to  credit  for  the  promptness  with  which 
I  was  obeying  jour  orders.  It  never  occurred  to  me  that 
tliei-e  was  anything  to  explain,  and  I  was  wholly  given 
nptit  tile  movement  of  the  division,  which  was  urgent 
busitiess  in  hand. 

•'  With  reference  to  M;y(U'  Rowley's  statement,  that  I 
had  no  knowledgoof  any  other  road  th.au  thatbythoold 
null,  and  his  other  statement,  that  I  retained  him  as  a 
guide,  the  explanation  is  that  1  was  speaking  of  n. cross- 
road to  the  liiMr  Road.  I  had  no  kiuiwlcdge  of  such  a 
road.  In  hopes  of  finding  one,  I  countermarched  instead 
of  facing  column  to  the  rear.  One  of  my  captains  of  artil- 
lery has  since  gone  over  the  entire  route  we  took,  from 
Stony  Loiu'somc,  the  place  at  which  I  received  yimr 
order  to  march,  to  Pittsburg  Landing,  and  ho  finds  mo 
mistaken  in  saying  wo  countermarched  back  nearly  to 
the  initial  point  of  movement.  He  not  only  found  the 
cross-road  taken,  but  measured  the  whole  march,  chain 
in  hand,  making  it  a  litth- more  than  fifteen  miles.  .  .  . 
"As  to  my  rei|uiringa  written  order  from  you.  1  repeat 
my  absolute  denial  of  the  statement.  The  onler  I  acted 
upon  was  iiiisii/iic'l.  and  it  is  snsceptibh' of  proof  that 
when  the  young  Illinois  cavalryman  overtook  nu'  I  was 
already  on  the  march. 

"  As  to  the  slowness  referred  to  by  ^IcPherson.  Raw- 
lins  aiul    Rowley,  please   try   that  point  by  loinpari- 

sons From  11  :  ;!0  o'clock  till  Just  dusk  my 

march  was  quite  Hfteen  miles.    I  refer  the  argimient  to 
.vour  calm  Judgment.    I  do  not  wonder  my  movement 


seemed  slow  to  yourolHcers.  With  their  an.xielies  quick- 
ened  I>y  what  they  had  seen  on  the  field,  it  uimn  have 
seemed  intolerable  to  them.  They  descrit>e  me  correctly 
as  at  the  head  of  the  column,  and  I  did  several  times  dis- 
niount.but  only  towait  the  closing  up  of  the  division  and 
rei>orts  of  my  own  btaff-officers,  who  were  kept  urging 
the  column  through  the  mad  and  mire. 

"There  is  another  point  your  oDIcers  seem  not  to  have 
undeistoml,  and  that  was  my  determination  not  to  send 
the  division  iiieetmeal  into  the  battle.  The  irhole  di- 
vision was  what  I  suppo.sed  yon  wantc-d.  and  I  was  re- 
solved to  bring  you  the  whole  dirtsiou.  I  paid  no 
attention  to  contrary  suggestions  from  anybody.  I 
think  you  will  jiLstify  this  pertinacity  of  purpose  by 
the  fact  that  it  was  impossible  to  tell  the  moment  I 
might  bo  attacked  en  route.  The  chances  of  such  an 
occurrence  grew  sharper  as  I  drew  neiirer  Pittsburg 
Landing.  For  you  must  remember,  general,  that  trom 
the  moment  Major  Rowley  overtook  me  with  the  infor- 
mation, then  first  received,  that  our  army  had  Ix^n 
driven  from  the  line  it  occupied  in  the  morning,  and  was 
back  far  towards  the  river.  I  supposed  it  utterly  unable 
to  help  me.  Then  whether  the  enemy  attacked  me  or  I 
them,  it  was  only  my  (firision.  and  not  a  part  of  it,  that 
could  ha ve  achieved  your  desires.    .    .    . 

"  At  your  table  at  City  Point  we  one  day  sat  listening 
to  the  comments  of  some  officers  upon  the  battle  of  Pitts- 
burg Landing.  After  a  while  you  remarked  to  me  in  a 
low  tone.  *  If  I  had  known  then  what  I  know  now,  I 
would  have  ordered  you  where  you  were  marching  when 
stopped.'  The  remark  was  made  at  your  table,  and  in 
a  confidential  manner,  so  that  I  have  never  felt  at 
Uherty  to  repeat,  much  less  publish,  it.  But  times 
innumerable  since  tlien  Ihavewished  that  Rowley  had 
not  overtaken  me  for  another  hour  that  afternoon.  The 
enemy  had  used  the  last  of  his  reserves.  I  woultl  have 
taken  the  blufif  on  which  Sherman  had  been  cami>e<l  in 
the  morning  and.  without  opposition,  etfeeted  my  de- 
ployment. The  first  of  the  rel)els  struck  would  have 
been  the  horde  plundering  the  sutlers  and  drinking  in 
the  streets  of  the  camp.  Their  fears  would  have  magni- 
fied my  command,  and  rushing  to  their  engaged  lines 
they  would  have  carried  the  word  that  Buell's  army 
was  up  and  on  their  lines  of  retreat.  For  your  6:»ke  and 
my  own,  general,  and  for  the  cause  generally,  it  was 
unfortimate  that  Rowley  had  not  lost  his  way,  as  it  was 
said  I  had  mine. 

"  Finally,  general,  did  you  ever  ask  yourself  what  mo- 
tive I  could  have  had  to  play  you  fal.sely  that  day  i  It 
couldn't  have  been  personal  malice.  Only  a  few  weeks 
before  I  had  been  promoted  major-general  on  your 
recommendation.  It  couldn't  have  1>eeu  cowardice. 
Tou  had  seiu  me  under  fire  at  Donelson,  and  twice  the 
seeouil  day  at  Pittsburg  Landing  youfiuiud  me  with  my 
division  imdcr  fire.  It  couldn't  have  been  lack  of  ri'so- 
lution.  I  certainly  showed  no  failing  of  that  kind  at 
Monoeacy  Junction,  where  my  sitiuuion  was  quite  as 
trying  as  at  any  hour  of  the  6th  of  April  of  which  I  am 
writing.  The  fact  is,  I  was  the  \-ictim  of  a  mistake. 
Captain  Baxter's  omLssiou  from  tho  onler  .vou  gave  him 
for  transmission  to  me  —  the  omissiou  of  the  road  you 
wanted  nie  to  takein  coming  up  — viz.,  Ihr  loirerorRirer 
Ronti  to  Pittsbiirt/  Landing,  was  the  cause  of  my  move- 
ment at  noon.  It  is  also  the  key  of  explanation  of  all 
that  followed.  That  I  took  the  direetest  and  shortest 
road  to  effect  a  junction  with  tho  right  of  the  army,  and 
marched  promptly  upon  receipt  of  the  order,  are  tho 
best  evidence  I  could  have  furnished  of  an  actual  desire 
to  do  my  duty,  and  share  the  fortunes  of  the  day  with 
you.  whether  they  were  good  or  bail. 

"In  all  the  years  that  have  followed  I  h.ive  lHH>n 
patient  and  uncomplaining,  l>eoause,  as  you  had  shown 
the  will  tt>e\onerate  me.  I  believed  .vou  would  foUowit 
up  ou  all  proi>cr  occasion.*.  -And  I  submit  to  you  it  this 
is  not  one  of  them.  For  the  sake  of  tho  hundreds  of  sur^ 
vivors  of  my  old  division,  as  well  as  that  justice  ma,v 
be  finally  and  completely  ilone  to  me  individually.  I 
presume  to  ;irosent  the  matter  to  you  in  this  letter. 
"  Very  respectfullj',  your  friend.       Lew  Wallace." 
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BY  JAMES  RUSSELL  SOLEY,   PROFESSOR.   U.  S.  N. 


IN  order  to  understand  the  condition  of  the  United  States  navy  in  1861,  it 
is  necessary  to  glance  at  the  state  of  affairs  during  the  twenty  years 
before  the  war.  Until  the  year  1840,  naval  science  diu'ing  a  long  period 
had  made  but  little  progress.  The  various  improvements  in  construction, 
in  equipment,  and  in  ordnance  that  had  been  introduced  before  this  date 
had  come  about  very  slowly  and  gradually,  and  though  numerous  small 
mechanical  devices  had  been  adopted  from  time  to  time,  and  old  ones  had 
been  rendered  more  efficient,  no  marked  changes  had  taken  j)lace  in  the  art 
of  naval  war.  Ships  were  essentially  what  they  had  been  for  two  hundred 
years,  and  they  were  rigged,  propelled,  anned,  and  fought  upon  essentially 
the  same  principles.  But  toward  the  year  1840,  the  introduction  of  steam 
as  a  motive  power  marked  the  beginning  of  a  new  era, —  an  era  of  develop- 
ments so  rapid  and  of  changes  so  radical  that  only  the  most  progressive 
and  elastic  minds  could  follow  them.  The  sailing  vessel  was  about  to  be  laid 
aside,  except  for  purposes  of  training.  In  the  next  few  years  it  was  replaced, 
first  by  the  paddle-wheel  steamer,  then  by  the  screw,  then  by  the  twin-screw. 
The  vig  of  the  ship  was  next  altered,  and  her  spars  and  sail-spread  reduced 
until  they  were  merely  auxihary.  Gradually  it  was  realized  that  the  danger 
from  falling  spars  in  an  engagement  was  a  disadvantage  often  out  of  all  pro- 
portion to  the  benefits  of  auxiliary  sail-power,  and  vessels  were  built  with  no 
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spars  above  the  deck  but  a  sigiial-pole  fonvard  aud  aft.  Steam  brought 
with  it  also  a  new  weapon.  The  ram,  which  had  been  the  principal  engine 
of  naval  warfare  in  the  Greek  and  Eoman  galleys,  had  disappeared  in  the 
Middle  Ages  when  galleys  were  superseded  Ijy  sailing  ships.  The  latter, 
being  dependent  upon  the  wind  for  their  motive  power  and  dii'ectiou,  could 
not  attack  an  enemy  end-on,  and  hence  the  ram  became  useless.  Soon  after 
the  introduction  of  steam  a  few  men  of  inquiring  and  fertile  minds,  among 
them  Commodore  Matthew  Perry  and  Mr.  Charles  EUet,  a  distinguished  civil 
engineer,  perceived  that  the  steam-engine  placed  a  ship-of-war  in  the  same 
situation  as  the  galleys  of  the  classical  period,  and  that  the  ram  might  be 
employed  on  the  modern  vessel  to  much  gi-eater  advantage  than  in  ancient 
times.  Presently,  the  whole  system  of  naval  tactics  undei-went  a  change,  due 
to  the  same  cause.  The  close-hauled  line  ahead,  the  order  of  battle  for  two 
hundred  years  and  more,  gave  place  to  the  dkect  attack  in  line  abreast.  To 
utilize  the  guns  in  this  new  order  of  battle,  they  must  no  longer  be  mounted 
in  broadside,  1)ut  upon  elevated  citadels,  giving  them  a  wider  sweep  around 
the  horizon.  Meantime  the  guns  had  undergone  a  change,  and  were  becom- 
ing vastly  more  powerfiil.  First  they  were  adapted  to  fire  shells,  which  had 
hitherto  been  confined  to  mortars ;  next  the  calibers  were  increased,  then 
rifling  was  adopted,  giving  greater  range,  aecm'acy,  and  peneti'ation,  and 
finally  breech-loaders  came  into  nse.  Following  closely  upon  the  improve- 
ments in  guns,  came  the  idea  of  protecting  the  sides  of  vessels  with  a  light 
armor,  at  first  of  bar  u-on  or  of  two-inch  plates,  develoijed  by  experiment 
after  experiment  into  masses  of  solid  steel,  twenty-two  inches  in  thickness. 
Last  of  all  came  the  torpedo,  of  which  a  slight  and  tentative  nse  had  been 
made  as  early  as  1776,  but  which  only  made  its  way  into  successful  and 
general  emplojnnent  in  the  war  of  1861. 

There  were  signs  of  the  dawn  of  this  revolution  ])efore  1840,  and  its  culmi- 
nation was  only  reached  during  the  war.  But  the  twenty  years  between  1840 
and  1860  were  those  in  which  the  movement  was  really  accompUshed.  Dmiug 
this  period  the  naval  administration  had  endeavored  to  follow  the  changes 
that  were  taking  place,  but  it  had  not  fuUy  caught  up  with  them.  It  had 
begun  by  building  heavy  side-wheelers,  first  the  Jli.ssissippi  and  Jli-oniiri  and 
next  the  Powhatan  and  Susqitehaima.  Efficient  as  these  latter  vessels  were 
considered  in  1847,  when  they  were  begun,  and  even  in  1850,  when  they  were 
launched,  their  model  was  i^romptly  dropped  when  the  submarine  screw  was 
inti'oduced  in  place  of  the  vulnerable  paddle-wheel.  The  six  screw-frigates 
were  accordingly  built   in   18rir),  and  they  were  regarded  with  admiration 

l)y  naval  men  abroad  as  weU  as  at 
home.  The  Xiaf/ara,  the  largest  of 
these,  was  a  ship  of  4500  tons.  The 
other  five,  the  lioanokc,  Colorado,  Mer- 
rimac,  ^riiim.'^ota,  and  Waho.-ih,  had  a 
tonnage  somewhat  over  3000.  All  of 
them  were  heavily  armed,  and  they 
formed,   or  were    supposed    to   form, 
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the  chief  element  of  naval  strength  of  the  United  States.  This  reliance  of 
the  Government  upon  its  large  frigates  would  seem  to  have  l3een  well 
grounded,  and  if  a  war  had  arisen  with  a  maritime  enemy  supplied  with 
vessels  of  the  same  general  type,  they  would  have  given  a  good  accoitnt  of 
themselves.  In  the  civil  war,  however,  the  enemy  had  no  ordinary  vessels  of 
war  to  be  met  and  conquered  in  ocean  duels,  and  the  waters  upon  his  coast 
at  points  vulnerable  to  naval  attack  were  too  shallow  to  admit  the  frigates. 
Hence  none  of  them  performed  any  service  at  all  proportionate  to  their  size 
and  cost  of  maintenance,  except  in  two  or  three  isolated  eases  of  bombard- 
ment, as  at  Hatteras  Inlet,  Port  Eoyal,  and  Fort  Fisher. 

Of  a  much  more  useful  type  for  general  service  were  the  twelve  screw 
sloops-of-war  buUt  in  1858.  There  were  five  of  these  of  the  first  class,  among 
them  the  Hartford,  Brooklyn,  and  Richmond,  which  gave  and  took  so  many 
heavy  blows  while  fighting  in  Farragut's  West  Gulf  Squach'on.  Hardly  less 
important  were  the  sloops  of  the  second  class,  of  which  the  Iroquois  and 
Dacoiali  were  the  largest  and  most  typical  examples.  To  the  same  group 
belonged  the  Paicnee,  a  vessel  of  peculiar  construction,  whose  constant  service 
was  hardly  sui-passed  in  efficiency  and  importance  by  any  other  ship  of  her 
size  on  the  Atlantic  coast.  Besides  the  sloops,  there  were  a  few  other 
steamers  of  miscellaneous  dimensions  and  character,  some  of  which  had 
been  purchased  and  altered  for  naval  use;  and  these  comprised  all  that 
the  Government  had  secured  toward  the  creation  of  a  modern  steam  fleet. 

The  normal  strength  of  the  United  States  navy,  if  it  is  to  be  a  navy  at  aU, 
cannot  be  figin-ed  at  much  less  than  from  80  to  100  vessels,  and  this  was  the 
number  in  1861.  But  of  the  actual  total  of  90,  as  shown  by  the  navy  list, 
50  were  sailing  ships, — line-of -battle  ships,  frigates,  sloops,  and  l^rigs, — which, 
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splendid  vessels  as  they  had  been  in  their  day,  were  now  as  obsolete  as 
the  galleys  of  Themistocles.  It  was  in  placing  a  false  reliance  upon  these 
vessels  that  the  Government  was  at  fault :  it  should  have  recognized  in  the 
course  of  twenty  years  that  theii-  day  was  gone  forever,  that  they  were  of  no 
more  use  than  if  they  did  not  exist,  that  they  would  only  be  the  slaughter- 
houses of  their  gallant  crews  in  an  encounter  with  a  modem  antagonist ; 
and  it  should  by  that  time  have  replaced  every  one  of  them  by  war-ships  of 
the  period. 

At  the  beginning  of  President  Lincoln's  administration,  out  of  the  forty 
vessels  composing  the  steam-fleet,  one,  the  MicJnrjaii,  was  stationed  on  the 
lakes,  and  Ave  were  from  one  cause  or  another  unser\"iceable.  The  remain- 
ing thirty-four,  wlaich  comprised  the  whole  of  the  effective  force,  were  in  the 
scattered  situation  that  is  usual  in  time  of  profound  peace.  Nine  were  laid 
up  in  ordinary,  and  with  the  traditional  methods  prevailing  at  the  Navy 
Department,  it  would  have  taken  some  months  to  fit  them  out  for  sea.  No 
orders  had  been  issued  for  the  general  recall  of  the  seventeen  ships  on  foreign 
service,  an  operation  requu'ing  considerable  time  in  those  days,  when  no 
submarine  cable  existed.  In  the  Home  Squadron  there  were  seven  steamers, 
two  of  which,  the  sloop-of-war  Brookli/ii  and  the  small  steamer  Wi/ainJotte,  were 
at  Pensacola ;  two  others,  the  gun-boats  Mohaick  and  Crusader,  were  at  Xew 
York ;  the  Fairiirr,  a  secon<l-class  sloop,  was  at  "Washington  ;  and  the  Poic- 
hafan,  a  side-wheeler  of  1S50,  was  on  her  way  home  from  Vera  Cruz  in 
company  with  the  gun-boat  Pocahontas.  Five  sailing  ships  were  also 
attached  to  this  squadron, — the  frigate  Sabine  and  the  slooji  .SY.  Louis,  at 
Pensacola;  the  sloops  Cniiihcrlaiid  awd Macedonian,  atYeva.  Craz  or  retura- 
ing  thence,  and  the  store-ship  Snpphi,  at  New  York.  These  twelve  vessels, 
together  with  the  Anacostia,  a  small  screw-tender,  at  the  Washington  Navy 

Yard,  were  aU  that  could 
be  said  to  be  at  the  im- 
mediate disposal  of  the 
Administration. 

^lien  the  vessels  abroad 
were  gathered  in,  and 
those  in  ordinary  were 
fitted  out,  the  Govern- 
ment had  a  little  squad- 
ron of  about  30  steamei^s, 
of  which  the  most  im- 
]iortant  were  o  serew- 
tVigates  (the  sixth,  the 
Mcrrininc,  having  been 
abandoned  at  Norfolk), 
t>   sloops   of 
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the  first  or  Harfford  class,  4  large  side-wheelers,  and  8  sloops  of  the  second  or 
Iroquois  class.  AH  these  were  exceedingly  valuable  as  the  nucleus  of  a  fleet,  but 
for  the  war  which  the  Government  had  now  on  hand  they  could  be  considered 
as  nothing  more  than  this.  Accoi'ding  to  the  position  which  the  Adminis- 
tration was  very  soon  compelled  to  take,  the  struggle  was  one  a  outrance.  In  a 
foreign  war  the  conflict  usually  springs  from  a  collision  of  rights  or  of  inter- 
ests, involving  only  a  particular  branch  of  the  relations  of  the  two  contestants, 
and  the  question  is  ultimately  settled  by  some  form  of  compromise,  as  soon 
as  financial  or  military  exhaustion  leads  one  party  or  the  other  to  conclude  that 
a  protraction  of  the  contest  is  not  worth  its  while.  In  the  ci\al  war,  however, 
no  compromise  was  possible,  and  with  the  resolution  shown  by  the  Southern 
people,  nothing  short  of  complete  subjugation  would  insui-e  the  restoration 
of  the  Union.  In  such  a  war,  a  little  fleet  capable  of  raids  upon  the 
enemy's  commerce  or  sea-ports  might  be  advantageous  to  the  insurgents,  but 
the  Federal  Grovernment  required  materials  and  methods  of  a  totally  different 
character.  No  mere  raids  would  profit  it  a  jot.  It  must  blockade  the  insur- 
gent territory ;  and  to  do  this  it  was  not  enough  to  keep  a  few  ships  cruising 
in  neighboring  waters,  but  a  cordon  of  fast  and  efficient  steamers  must  be 
stretched  from  end  to  end,  without  so  much  as  a  gap  in  the  whole  four 
thousand  miles  of  coast.  The  reduction  or  even  the  passage  of  fortifications 
required  powerful  and  well-equipped  fleets  engaged  solely  in  these  enter- 
prises. The  vast  net-work  of  inteiior  waterways  in  which  the  army's  base 
and  communications  must  be  protected,  could  only  be  occupied  successfully 
by  another  and  equally  numerous  fleet.  FinaUy,  the  protection  of  commerce 
demanded,  from  the  very  nature  of  things,  far  more  vessels  than  its  desti'uction. 

Had  the  material  of  the  navy  of  1861  been  such  as  it  ought  to  have  been, — 
composed,  let  us  say,  of  ninety  modern  war-steamers  of  fail*  quality ;  with 
such  an  organization  that  those  laid  up  in  ordinary  could  have  been  fitted 
out  in  two  weeks  at  farthest,  as  should  always  be  the  ease ;  with  a  reserve  of 
a  hundred,  or  even  of  fifty  merchant-steamers,  constructed  with  a  view  to 
conversion  into  war- vessels  at  short  notice,  which  is  an  easy  matter  to  accom- 
plish; with  some  system  by  which  the  latest  problems  in  naval  science, 
especially  in  reference  to  iron-clads,  had  been  considered  and,  in  part  at  least, 
carried  to  solution ;  and  finaUy,  with  a  corps  of  officers  graded  more  or  less 
by  merit,  or  the  promise  of  growing  fitness  for  command,  instead  of  by  age, 
or  the  promise  of  growing  unfitness, —  had  all  these  plain,  practicable,  and 
sensible  measures  found  a  i)lace  in  the  naval  administration,  it  is  pei'fectly 
safe  to  say  that  a  single  year  would  have  seeu  the  opening  of  the  Mississippi,  the 
occupation  of  North  Carolina,  the  fall  of  Richmond,  Charleston,  Savannah, 
and  Mobile,  and  ]3robably  the  end  of  the  Confederacy.  Dui'ing  the  first  six 
months  of  the  war,  there  was  really  nothing  to  oppose  the  vigorous  attack  of 
such  a  force,  and  there  was  little  more  during  the  six  months  folio-wing. 

As  the  naval  material  was  not  on  a  respectable  peace-footing,  and  as  no 
provision  had  been  made  for  its  conversion  to  a  war-footing,  the  measures 
adopted  for  its  increase  were  chiefly  makeshifts  to  which  the  Government 
was  driven  by  the  exigencies  of  the  moment.     The  vessels  purchased  by  the 
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Department  diariug  the  war  amounted  to  418,  and  included  every  variety  of 
mei'chantmaii  and  river  steamboat  roughly  adapted  in  the  naxx  yards  for  -war 
service.  Three  types  of  wooden  vessels  were  built :  14  screw  sloops  of  the 
Kearsarf/e,  Shcmmdoah,  and  Ossipce  classes ;  23  screw  gun-boats,  called  from 
the  I'apidity  of  their  construction  the  "  ninety-day  "  gun-boats ;  and  47  side- 
wheel  steamers,  known  as  "  double-enders,"  for  sei'\'ice  in  naiTow  channels, 
where  they  could  move  ahead  or  astern  without  turning.  J  Later  in  the  war 
forty-eight  additional  sloops  or  corvettes  of  various  sizes  were  projected,  but 
few  of  these  were  ever  finished,  and  hardly  any  before  the  close  of  the  straggle. 
In  the  matter  of  iron-clads,  the  extreme  slowness  with  which  the  Navy 
Department  moved  shows  that  it  failed  to  comprehend  the  magnitude  of  the 
struggle,  and  that  it  was  unfamiliar  with  the  recent  progi-ess  of  naval  warfare. 
The  advantages  of  a  light  armor-ijlating  for  vessels-of-war  had  been  demon- 
strated by  the  experience  of  the  French  floating  batteries  iJcrasfation,  Lave, 
and  Toiii/aiife,  in  the  attack  on  Kinbiu'n  in  1855,  duiing  the  Ciimean  war. 
These  vessels  were  protected  by  4i-ineh  plates,  and  the  experiment  had  been 
deemed  so  conclusive  that  both  France  and  England  had  already  consti-ucted 
new  war-ships  incased  in  annor.  It  was  to  be  expected  that  a  na^-y  with  a 
war  on  its  hands  would  have  dii'ected  its  attention  fi'om  the  fii'st  moment 
when  it  was  convinced  of  the  probability  of  hostilities  to  secui-ing  some  of 
these  formidable  vessels ;  and  if  a  hesitation  due  to  the  want  of  statutory 
authority  had  led  the  Department  to  defer  building  imtil  after  Congi-ess 
met,  it  would  at  least  by  that  time  have  digested  its  plans  so  thoroiighly  that 
the  work  could  Ijegin  at  once.  Nevertheless,  for  fom*  months  after  Mr.  Welles 
entered  upon  his  office  no  steps  were  taken,  even  of  the  most  elementary 
character,  toward  procuring  iron-clads.  In  his  report  of  July  4th,  1861,  at  the 
opening  of  the  special  session  of  Congi'ess,  the  Secretary,  by  way  of  caUiug  at- 
tention to  the  subject,  makes  the  f oUo'sviug  somewhat  pondei'ous  observations : 

"  Much  attention  lias  been  given  Tvithiu  the  last  few  years  to  the  subject  of  floating  batteries, 
or  iron-clad  steamers.  Other  governments,  and  particularly  France  and  England,  have  made 
it  a  special  object  in  connection  with  naval  improvements ;  and  the  ingenuity  and  inventive 
faculties  of  our  own  countrymen  have  also  been  stimulated  by  recent  oeeurrenees  toward  the 
construction  of  this  class  of  vessel.  The  period  is,  perhaps,  not  one  best  adapted  to  hea\->"  ex- 
penditures by  way  of  experiment,  and  the  time  and  attention  of  some  of  those  who  are  most 
oonipoteut  to  investigate  and  form  con-ect  conclusions  on  the  subject  are  otherwise  employed. 
I  would,  however,  recommend  the  appointment  of  a  proper  and  competent  board  to  inquire 
into  and  report  in  regard  to  a  measiu-e  so  important ;  and  it  is  for  Congi-ess  to  decide  whether,  on 
a  favorable  report,  they  wUl  order  one  or  nKU-e  iron-clad  steamers,  or  floating  batteries,  to  be 
constructed,  with  a  ^^ew  to  perfect  protection  from  the  effects  of  present  ordnance  at  short 
range,  and  make  an  appropriation  for  that  purpose."' 

In  consequence  of  this  recommentlation,  which,  it  nuist  bo  confessed,  was 
hardly  such  as  the  urgency  of  the  measure  demanded,  Congress,  a  whole 
month  later,  on  the  3d  of  August,  passed  an  act  authorizing  the  Secretary  to 
ai>i)oint  a  board  of  officers  to  investigate  the  subject,  a  thing  which  was  cer- 
tainly within  the  scope  of  ministerial  powers  without  any  special  legislation, 

i  Eiglit  of  the  "  doublc-euders"  were  built  of  iron. 
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and  appropriating  $1,500,000  for  the  work.  After  another  delay  of  five 
l^recions  days,  on  the  8th  of  August  the  board  was  appointed,  composed  of 
Commodores  Smith  and  Paulding  and  Commander  Davis.  The  board  took 
occasion  to  remark  that  it  approached  the  subject  "  with  diffidence,  having 
no  experience,  and  but  scanty  knowledge  in  this  branch  of  naval  architecture." 
Inconceivable  as  it  seems,  this  statement  was  literally  true ;  for  although 
five  months  had  elapsed  since  the  new  administration  had  come  in ;  although 
it  knew,  or  should  have  known,  what  the  Confederates  were  doing  at  Norfolk, 
and  that  time  was  of  vital  moment,  the  very  best  men  whom  it  could  select 
took  six  weeks  to  reach  a  conclusion  on  the  subject.  Even  at  the  close  of  its 
protracted  deliberations,  so  little  did  the  board  understand  the  tremendous 
importance  of  its  work  that  in  its  final  report  it  sagely  remarked : 

"  Opinions  differ  amongst  naval  and  scientific  men  as  to  the  policy  of  adopting  the  iron  arma- 
ture for  ships-of-war.  For  coast  and  harbor  defense  they  are  undoubtedly  formidable 
adjuncts  to  fortifications  on  land.  As  cruising  vessels,  however,  we  are  skeptical  as  to  their 
advantages  and  ultimate  adoption.  But  whilst  other  nations  are  endeavoring  to  perfect  them, 
we  must  not  remain  idle.  .  .  .  We,  however,  do  not  hesitate  to  express  the  opinion,  notwith- 
standing all  we  have  heard  or  seen  written  on  the  subject,  that  no  ship  or  floating  battery, 
however  heavily  she  may  be  plated,  can  cope  successfully  with  a  properly  constructed  fortifica- 
tion of  masonry." 

The  same  inability  to  understand  the  situation  is  shown  in  the  Secretary's 
report  transmitted  to  Congi-ess  in  December,  in  which  he  contents  himself 
with  this  perfunctory  utterance : 

"The  subject  of  iron  armature  for  ships  is  one  of  great  general  interest,  not  only  to  the  navy 
and  country,  but  is  engaging  the  attention  of  the  civilized  world." 

The  board  selected  three  plans,  offered  respectively  by  Bushnell  &  Co.,  of 
New  Haven,  Merrick  &  Sons,  of  Philadelphia,  and  John  Ericsson,  of  New 
York,  from  which  were  subsequently  built  the  Galena,  the  New  Ironsides,  and 


6i8  THE  UN  JON  AND  CONFEDERATE   NAI^IES. 

the  Monitor.  The  choice  of  plans  was  -nise,  although  the  Galena  totally 
failed  to  accomplish  what  was  expected  of  her,  and  neither  she  nor  the  Itou- 
sklcs  was  afterward  duplicated.  The  Ironsides^  however,  proved  a  veiy  eflScient 
vessel  within  her  sphei'e  of  action ;  but  so  ovenvhelming  was  the  success  of 
the  Monitor  that  hardly  any  other  model  was  afterward  adopted. 

The  main  features  of  the  Monitor  were  the  revoh-ing  tmret,  the  low  free- 
Ijoard,  and  the  projecting  overhang.  By  means  of  these  de\'ices  the  ship  was 
made  to  pi'esent  a  very  small  target,  and  her  engines,  batteiy,  screw,  radder, 
and  anchor,  as  well  as  her  crew,  were  thoroughly  protected,  and  neither  rams 
nor  guns  could  make  much  imj)ression  on  her.  On  the  other  hand,  the  low 
freeboard  had  also  one  distinctive  disadvantage,  in  that  it  reduced  the  vessel's 
reserve  of  flotation,  thus  making  it  possible  for  a  small  influx  of  water  to 
sink  her.  The  idea  of  mounting  guns  in  a  revolving  ckcular  tuiTet  had 
been  suggested  before  at  various  times,  but  had  never  been  canied  to  the 
point  of  iiseful  appheation.  In  1842  Timby  had  proposed  a  system  of  coast 
fortification  based  on  this  idea,  but  the  plan  had  been  found  defective,  and 
had  been  rejected.  In  1854  Captain  Ericsson  had  submitted  to  the  Emperor 
Napoleon  III.  a  design  of  an  iron-clad  batteiy  with  a  hemispherical  tuiret. 
In  the  next  year  Captain  Cowjjer  Coles,  E.  N.,  had  suggested  a  vessel  in  the 
form  of  a  raft  with  a  stationary  shield  for  protecting  the  guns ;  and  in  1859 
he  had  improved  iipon  this  design  by  adding  a  revohlug  cupola.  But  it  was 
left  to  the  genius  of  Ericsson  to  develop  by  itself  the  perfected  appheation 
of  the  i^rinci^^le,  and  to  construct  a  navigalile  turret  ii"on-clad  which  should  l>e 
neaiiy  invuliieral)le  to  every  weapon  but  the  torpedo. 

When  the  Navy  Dei^artment  finally  understood  Ericsson's  plan,  it  immedi- 
ately adojited  it.  According  to  Ca^itain  Ericsson,  "  The  Committee  of  Naval 
Commanders  .  .  .  occupied  me  less  than  two  hoiu's  in  explaining  my  new 
system.  In  about  two  hom-s  more  the  committee  had  come  to  a  decision. 
After  their  favorable  report  had  been  [made]  to  the  Secretary  I  was  called  into 
his  office,  where  I  was  detained  less  than  five  minutes.   In  order  not  to  lose  any 
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time,  the  Secretary  ordered  me  to  '  go  ahead  at  once.'  Consequently,  while 
the  clerks  of  the  department  were  engaged  in  drawing  up  the  formal  contract, 
the  iron  which  now  forms  the  keel-plate  of  the  Monitor  was  di-awn  through 
the  rolling-mill." 

The  contract  for  the  Monitor  was  finally  signed  on  the  4th  of  October.  The 
extraordinary  energy  of  the  contractors  when  they  had  once  undertaken  the 
work  pushed  it  to  completion  with  unexampled  speed.  But  the  time  which 
had  been  of  the  greatest  value,  namely,  the  six  months  from  March  to  Sep- 
tember, had  been  lost,  and  thus  it  happened  that  the  new  iron-clad  was  not 
finished  in  season  to  prfevent  the  raid  of  the  Merrimac  in  Hampton  Roads, 
and  the  obliteration  of  the  Congress  and  the  Cumherland.  In  the  battle  of  the 
9th  of  March  the  presence  of  the  Monitor,  which  had  arrived  late  the  night 
before,  saved  the  rest  of  the  fleet  from  a  like  fate,  to  say  nothing  of  other 
disasters  whose  magnitude  can  only  be  conjectured. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  the  Navy  Department  had  possessed  from  the 
beginning  five  frigates,  sister  ships  of  the  Merrimac,  any  one  of  which  coidd 
have  been  armored  more  efiiciently  than  she  was,  in  half  the  time  and  with 
haK  the  money,  and  without  waiting  for  congi-essional  action.  Evidently 
the  department  little  imagined,  while  it  was  dallying  for  six  months  with 
the  question  of  iron-clads,  that  the  fu'st  twenty-four  hours  of  the  Monitofs 
career  would  be  so  big  with  fate. 

In  addition  to  the  three  vessels  selected  by  the  board  of  1861,  there  were 
buUt  or  projected  during  the  war  nearly  sixty  uon-clads,  all  of  which  were  of 
the  Monitor  type  except  three, — the  huge  ram  Dunderherg,  which  was  sold  to 
the  French  Government,  and  afterward  called  the  Rochainheau ;  the  Keokuk, 
which  sank  off  Charleston,  immediately  after  the  battle  of  April  7th,  1863, 
and  the  converted  frigate  Roanoke.  Of  the  f om'teen  double-turreted  monitors, 
including  the  Puritan,  the  Onondaga,  the  Kalamazoo  class,  the  Monadnock  class, 
and  the  Winnebago  class,  only  six  were  finished  in  time  to  take  part  in  the 
war.  The  single-turreted  monitors  which  saw  the  most  service  were  those  of 
the  Passaic  class,  most  of  which  were  stationed  in  the  South  Atlantic  Squad- 
ron. Besides  these  there  were  the  Dictator,  the  nine  vessels  of  the  Canonicus 
class,  and  the  twenty  light-draft  monitors.  The  last  were  never  of  any  use, 
the  calculations  for  their  displacement  having  been  so  faulty  that  they  could 
not  float  their  guns  and  coal. 

Hitherto  we  have  been  speaking  of  vessels  for  service  on  the  coast  or  in  the 
waters  adjacent  to  the  coast.  The  Mississippi  flotiUa  deserves  a  place  by 
itself.  This  force,  which  included  aU  the  vessels  operating  on  the  Ohio,  the 
Mississippi,  the  Red  River,  and  then*  tributaries,  comprised  altogether  over  a 
hundred  vessels,  of  the  greatest  variety  in  construction  and  character, —  pro- 
pellers, side- wheelers,  stern-wheelers,  rams,  iron-clads,  '"  tin-clads,"  unarmored 
boats,  mortar- vessels.  As  the  first  demand  for  a  flotilla  came  from  the  army,  its 
early  organization  was  directed  by  the  War  Department,  although  a  naval  officer 
was  placed  in  command.  The  complications  resulting  from  this  arrangement, 
under  which,  as  Foote  said,  "every  brigadier  could  interfere  with  him,"  were 
obviated,  October  1st,  1862,  by  the  transfer  of  the  force  to  the  Navy  Department. 
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The  fii'st  step  in  the  creation  of  the  Mississippi  flotiha  was  taken  in  May, 
1861,  by  Commander  John  Eodgers,  who,  acting  under  the  authority  of  the 
War  Department,  purchased  at  Cincinnati  three  river-steamboats,  the  Cones- 
tof/a,  Lcxiiif/fon,  and  Ti/ler,  and  altered  them  into  gnn-boats  by  strengthening 
their  frames,  lowering  their  machinery,  and  protecting  theii"  decks  by  heavy 
bulwarks.  In  August,  the  War  Department  made  a  (xmtract  with  James  B. 
Eads  [see  jiage  338],  the  famous  engineer  of  the  Mississippi  jetties,  to  build  in 
two  months  seven  gun-boats,  propelled  by  a  central  ]iaddle-whocl.  and  covered 
with  armor  two  and  a  half  inches  thick,  on  the  forward  end  of  the  casemates 
and  on  the  sides  abreast  of  the  engines.  These  may  be  said  to  have  been  our 
fii'st  iron-clads,  light  as  their  plating  was,  and  imperfectly  as  it  covered  the 
vessels.  In  spite  of  all  theii-  defects,  they  performed  constant  ser\-ice  of  iucal- 
culalile  imiDortanee  throughout  the  war ;  and  there  is  not  one  among  them 
all  —  the  Cairo,  Carondclct,  Ciiiciiniati,  LouisriJIc,  Monnd  Cihf,  Pitfsbiinih,  and 
.S7.  Ldiiis  or  Dr  KaJh  —  which  failed  to  make  her  name  famous  in  the  incessant 
conilicts  of  the  Mississippi.  Two  larger  vessels  piuvhased  by  the  Government, 
the  Bcjitnn  and  the  Essex,  of  one  thousand  tons  each,  and  somewhat  more 
heavily  armored,  together  with  thirty-eight  mortar-boats,  complete  the  list  of 
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vessels  of  the  Mississippi  flotilla  during  the  period  of  Foote's  command,  which, 
extended  to  the  summer  of  1862.     [See  pages  358  and  430.] 

Diuing  the  following  year  important  additions  were  made  to  the  flotilla. 
These  were  of  two  classes,  Ught-di'aft  boats  and  iron-elads.  The  light-di'afts 
were  small  stern-wheel  boats  armed  with  howitzers,  which  were  peculiarly 
useful  for  vedette  and  other  light,  flying  service,  but  which  in  addition  took 
then-  full  share  of  the  brunt  of  battle  in  the  numerous  contests  that  took  place 
in  the  shoal  waters  of  the  Yazoo  and  the  Red  River.  Drawing  less  than  two 
feet  of  water,  they  could  go  almost  anywhere,  and  with  their  howitzer  bat- 
teries, and  their  light,  bullet-proof  plating,  they  were  efficient  vessels  for 
clearing  the  river-banks  of  field  batteries  and  sharp-shooters.  Their  armor, 
less  than  an  inch  in  thickness,  gave  them  the  colloquial  name  of  "  tin-clads." 
Many  of  them,  such  as  the  Forest  Bose,  Juliet,  Marmora,  Battler,  Borneo,  and 
Signal,  became  famous  in  the  annals  of  the  squadron,  and  the  tiny  Cricket, 
under  Gorriuge,  fought  in  the  Red  River  one  of  the  hottest  and  most  gallant 
httle  battles  of  the  Western  campaign. 

The  second  class  of  new  acquisitions,  which  may  be  called  by  comparison 
the  heavily  ai'mored  vessels,  though  more  pretentious  than  their  older  con- 
sorts, were  hardly,  as  a  whole,  more  efficient.  Three  of  them,  the  Tuscumhia, 
Indiaiiola, and  C]iillicof]ie,were  side- wheel  casemate  iron-elads,  carrying  a  some- 
what thicker  plating  than  the  earlier  boats  and  a  much  more  formidable  arma- 
ment, but  owing  to  poor  and  hasty  workmanship  they  were  occasionally  found 
unequal  to  the  demands'  that  were  made  upon  them.  Of  a  more  satisfactory 
performance  were  two  large  steamers,  the  Lafai/ette  and  Choctaw,  of  one 
thousand  tons  each,  weU-built  side-wheelers,  which  the  Government  pru'- 
chased  and  altered  into  casemate  iron-elads  fitted  with  rams.  Still  later,  three 
tm-reted  iron-elads  of  light  draft,  the  Osage,  OzarJi,  and  Neosho  [see  page 
342],  were  added  to  the  squadron.  The  above,  together  with  a  number  of 
captiu'ed  gun-boats,  the  foremost  of  which  was  the  Eastport,  and  a  few 
wooden  steamers  of  various  size  and  miscellaneous  description,  made  up  the 
force  with  which  Admii'al  Porter  conducted  his  wonderful  series  of  operations 
from  the  autumn  of  1862  until  his  transfer  to  the  North  Atlantic  Squadi'on 
in  1864. 

In  addition  to  these  vessels,  which  constituted  the  regular  naval  force, 
special  mention  must  be  made  of  the  Ram  Fleet,  as  it  was  called.  This  fleet 
was  the  reaUy  briUiant  conception  of  Colonel  Charles  EUet,  Jr.,  a  civil 
engineer  who,  as  has  been  aheady  said,  had  called  attention,  some  years 
before  the  war,  to  the  renewed  importance  of  the  ram  as  a  naval  weapon. 
Having  been  vested  with  rank  and  authority  by  the  War  Department, 
Colonel  EUet,  who  was  no  less  ready  in  execution  than  brilliant  in  concep- 
tion, bought  nine  liver-boats,  which  he  strengthened  and  altered  into  rams 
on  a  plan  of  his  own.  They  were  caUed  the  Queen  of  the  West,  Monarch, 
Samson,  Lioness,  Switzerland,  Lancaster,  Mingo,  T.  D.Horner,  and  Bid- Fulton. 
Though  they  were  hastily  and  imperfectly  prepared,  yet  under  the  leadership 
of  Ellet  and  other  members  of  his  remai'kable  family,  who  shared  with  him  a 
native  military  instinct  that  was  little  short  of  genius,  and  a  superb  coru'age 
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that  bordered  upon  recklessness,  they  performed  services  that  gave  them  a 
place  apart  in  the  history  of  the  river  operations.     [See  page  453.] 

In  its  personnel,  the  navy  was  by  no  means  so  well  prepared  for  war  as  it 
should  have  been.  Several  circumstances  combined  to  weaken  the  sti-ength 
of  the  corps.  As  there  was  no  system  of  retu-ement,  and  as  promotion  for 
many  years  had  been  made  solely  on  the  basis  of  seniority,  the  upper  part  of 
the  Ust  was  filled  with  officers  who  had  gi'ciwn  too  old  for  active  service,  but 
who  nevertheless  felt  that  their  position  entitled  them  to  important  com- 
mands at  sea,  or  to  high  places  in  council  or  in  administration.  For  these 
duties  most  of  them  were  peculiarly  unfitted.  At  a  time  when  conservatism 
meant  stagnation,  the  seventy-eight  commod(^res  and  captains  who  were  the 
senior  officers  of  the  navy,  through  long  adherence  to  routine  had,  with  few 
exceptions,  become  doubly  conservative,  and  owing  to  the  rapid  development 
of  their  profession,  those  whose  early  training  lielonged  to  the  sail  period 
seemed  almost  the  relics  of  a  bygone  age. 

The  consciousness  of  ignorance  in  some  men  begets  modesty,  but  it  seldom 
has  this  effect  upon  the  older  moml)ers  of  a  military  hierarchy.  Obedience 
to  the  orders  of  a  superior  is,  of  course,  the  essence  of  military  discipline, 
without  which  it  could  not  exist,  and  raidc  is  tlie  jirimary  soiuce  of  authority. 
But  a  system  which  comliines  reliance  u]ion  rank  as  the  sole  source  of 
authority,  and  relianc(^  upon  age  as  the  sole  (pialification  for  rank,  contains 
essential  elements  of  weakness.  Its  tendency  is  to  make  the  senioi"s  grow 
less  capable  and  more  despotic,  while  the  jimiors  gi*adually  lose  all  sense 
of  responsibility  and  aU  power  of  initiative,  and  when  they  at  last  reach 
a  position  of  command,  their  faculties  have  become  paralyzed  from  long  dis- 
use. Especially  is  this  the  case  in  a  long  period  of  peace,  sucli  as  followed 
the  war  of  1812,  and  lasted,  vdth  only  a  brief  intermission,  until  18(il. 
During  this  time  the  navy  was  always  grasping  at  the  shadow  and  losing  the 
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substance.  The  commodore  of  the  period  was  au  august  pei'sonage,  who 
went  to  sea  in  a  great  flag-ship,  sui'rounded  by  a  conventional  grandeur  which 
was  calculated  to  inspu-e  a  becoming  respect  and  awe.  As  the  years  of  peace 
rolled  on,  this  flgiu-e  became  more  and  more  august,  more  and  more  conven- 
tional. The  fatal  defects  of  the  system  were  not  noticed  until  1861,  when  the 
crisis  came  and  the  service  was  un^jrepared  to  meet  it ;  and  to  this  cause  was 
largely  due  the  feebleness  of  naval  operations  during  the  first  year  of  the  war. 

In  addition  to  the  other  elements  of  weakness,  the  junior  grades  at  this  time 
were  short  of  officers,  owing  to  the  recent  establishment  of  the  Naval  Academy 
and  the  limitation  of  the  power  of  apjoointment ;  and  at  the  very  moment  when 
stress  was  put  upon  the  ser\dce,  it  lost  thi'ough  resignation  a  large  number  of 
its  members,  many  of  them  men  of  high  professional  reputation.  To  fill  these 
gaps,  the  coui"se  at  the  Academy  was  for  the  moment  curtailed,  and  the  upper 
classes  were  ordered  into  active  service.  On  the  1st  of  August,  1861,  the 
total  number  of  officers  of  all  grades  and  corps  holding  regular  appointments 
in  the  navy  was  1457.  This  number  was  inadequate  to  supply  the  demands 
of  the  newly  expanded  fleet,  and  it  became  necessary  to  employ  volunteer 
officers,  7500  of  whom  were  enrolled  in  the  navy  dm'iug  the  war.  These 
came  chiefly  from  the  merchant  marine.  Many  of  them  were  brave  and  capable, 
but  theu"  want  of  naval  (as  distinguished  from  merely  nautical)  ti'aining  delayed 
theu'  development.  A  still  larger  increase  took  place  in  the  force  of  enlisted 
men.  The  normal  strength  of  the  corps  of  seamen  was  7600,  which  rose 
dming  the  war  to  51,500,  although  the  utmost  difficulty  was  found  in  obtain- 
ing recruits,  and  it  became  necessary  toward  the  end  of  the  war  to  offer  enor- 
mous bounties.  The  same  want  of  training  was  apparent  in  the  blue-jackets 
as  in  the  volunteer  officers,  and  while  the  army  was  able  to  rely  from  the 
beginning  upon  a  trained  militia,  the  navy  was  compelled  to  create  its  militia 
after  the  war  had  begun.  Although  the  organization  of  a  trained  naval 
reserve  presents  no  serious  difficulties,  and  although  it  is  evident  that  such  a 
reserve  is  of  prime  importance  in  any  considerable  war,  no  steps  had  ever 
been  taken  to  form  it. 

This  was,  however,  only  one  of  the  many  points  in  which  the  workings  of 
the  department  were  defective.  There  seems  to  have  been  a  total  want  of 
information  at  the  central  office  of  administration  in  reference  to  the  existing 
demands  of  naval  war,  and  the  measiu'es  necessary  to  put  the  machine  into 
efficient  operation.  Everything  in  relation  to  the  plan  of  a  campaign,  to  the 
\ailnerability  of  points  on  the  coast, —  and  it  must  be  remembered  that  this 
was  oru'  own  coast,  whose  capacity  for  resisting  attack  should  have  been  bet- 
ter known  to  the  Navy  Department  than  any  other, —  to  the  increase  of  the 
force  of  officers  and  men,  to  the  expansion  of  the  fleet,  to  the  acquisition  of 
the  most  modern  instruments  of  warfare, —  in  short,  aU  problems  relating  to 
the  conduct  of  hostilities,  the  only  i^urpose  for  which  a  navy  really  exists,  had 
to  be  worked  out  and  solved  after  the  war  had  begun.  Indeed,  it  would  seem 
that  the  one  subject  with  which  the  dnection  of  naval  affairs  had  never  con- 
cerned itself  was  the  subject  of  making  war. 

These  cu-cmnstances  placed  the  Secretary,  at  the  opening  of  his  adminis- 
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tration,  in  a  sitnation  of  peciiliar  diffioulty.  Although  Mr.  WeDes  had  at  one 
time  been  connected  w-ith  tlie  ^avy  Department,  ha^-ing  been  the  ehil  chief 
of  the  Bureau  of  Provisions  and  Clothing  from  1846  to  18-19,  he  Tvas  in  no 
sense  a  naval  expert,  and  he  was  obliged  to  rely  upon  others  for  expert  advice 
and  assistance  in  his  office.  There  was  no  one,  however,  at  his  office  to  give 
such  ad^dce  and  assistance,  except  the  five  chiefs  of  bui-eau,  who  were  con- 
cerned only  with  the  business  of  supplying  materials,  and  who  had  really 
nothing  to  do  with  the  general  direction  of  the  fleet, —  meaning  thereby  the 
working  force  of  ships,  officers,  and  men  actually  employed  in  naval  opera- 
tions. To  meet  this  difficulty,  the  Secretary  wisely  called  Captain  Gustavus 
V.  Fox  to  the  post  of  chief  pi'ofessional  ad\dser.  Captain  Fox  had  formerly 
been  an  officer  of  the  na^y,  and  had  borne  a  high  reputation  for  professional 
skill.  His  connection  vdth  nianiifactming  enteifuises  dming  the  few  yeai-s 
preceding  the  war  had  emancipated  him  from  the  slavery  of  routine  and  had 
given  him  a  knowledge  of  afi^airs  which  naval  officers  in  general  coiild  not 
easily  acquire.  He  had  shown  gi-eat  intelligence  and  zeal  in  the  second  reUef- 
expedition  to  Fort  Sumter,  where  he  acted  in  a  semi-private  capacity,  and 
Mr.  Welles  decided  to  take  him  into  the  department.  The  duties  for  which 
he  was  wanted,  and  which  he  ultimately  performed  with  such  success,  were 
those  which  are  commonly  assigned  to  an  officer  known  as  the  chief  of  staff, 
namely,  the  disposition  and  dii'ection  of  the  fleet,  and  the  conduct  of  naval 
operations.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  add  that  without  his  pre^^ous  expe- 
rience as  a  naval  officer  he  could  not  have  performed  these  duties  for  a  day. 
A  temporary  place  was  made  for  him  on  May  9th,  1861,  as  chief  clerk.  ^Mieu 
Congress  met  in  July,  it  created  the  office  of  Assistant  Secretary,  to  which 
Fox  was  appointed  on  August  1st,  and  which  he  retained  until  after  the  close 
of  the  war.     He  was  sr;cceeded  in  the  chief  clerkship  by  "WiUiam  Faxon. 

The  South  entered  upon  the  war  without  any  naval  preparation,  and  with 
very  limited  resoiu'ces  by  which  its  deficiencies  could  be  promptly  sujiplied. 
Indeed,  it  would  hardly  be  possible  to  imagine  a  great  maritime  coiuitry 
more  destitute  of  the  means  for  carrying  on  a  naval  war  than  the  Confeder- 
ate States  in  1861.  No  naval  vessels,  properly  speaking,  came  into  then* 
possession,  except  the  Fidfo)/,  an  old  side-wheeler  built  in  1837,  and  at  this 
time  laid  up  at  Pensacola,  and  the  sunken  and  half-destroyed  hulks  at  Nor- 
folk, of  which  only  one,  the  Mcrrlmac,  could  be  made  available  for  service. 
The  seizures  of  other  United  States  vessels  included  six  reveuue-cuttei"S,  the 
DuaHC  at  Norfolk,  the  WiUiain  Aikoi  at  Charleston,  the  ir^v'.s  Cass  at  Mobile, 
the  Bohcrt  MeCldlaud  and  the  WashiiK/toii  at  NeAv  Orleans,  and  the  Hniiif 
IJndf/e  at  Galveston  ;|  three  foast-survey  vessels,  the  schooners  Petrel  and 
Tivilif/hf,  and  the  steam-tender  FircHi/ :  and  six  or  eight  light -house  tenders. 
As  all  of  these  wei'(>  sninll,  and  most  of  them  were  sailing  vessels,  they 
were  of  little  value. 

Several  coasting  oi-  river  steamers  lieloiigiiig  to  jirivate  ownei"s,  which  were 
lying   in   Southern   waters   wIkmi   tlie    war  bi-oki>  out,  were  taken    or  pur- 

I  The  ./niHf.s-  C.  Poliliiii  was  also  soizoil  at  Savannah.  Iml  was  soon  aftorwani  ri-U'asoii. —  .T.  K.  S. 
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chased  by  the  Confederate  Gov- 
ernmeut.  The  most  important 
were  the  Jamestown  and  the 
Yorktown  (afterward  the  Patrick 
Henry)  at  Eichmond ;  the  Sel- 
den  at  Norfolk;  the  Beaufort, 
Raleigh,  Winsloiv,  and  JEllis, 
screw-tugs  plying  on  the  Chesa- 
peake and  Albemarle  Canal ; 
the  side-wheel  passenger  boats 
Seabird  and  Curlew,  in  the 
North  Carolina  Sounds;  the 
Nashville  at  Charleston,  and  the 
JEverrjlade  at  Savannah. 

The  Star  of  the  West,  whose 
name  had  been  on  everybody's 
hps  after  the  attack  made  upon 
her  in  January,  1861,  while  she 
was  attempting  to  relieve  Fort 
Sumter,  had  subsequently  sailed 
on  transport  service  to  Indian- 
ola,  Texas,  where  she  was  seized 
in  April  by  a  party  of  Texan 
volunteers.  In  the  Confederate 
navy  she  became  the  5'^.  Philip. 
She  was  stationed  at  New  Oi'- 
leans  as  a  receiving-ship  when 
Farragut  passed  the  forts,  aud 
tied  with  other  vessels  up  the 
Mississippi  Eiver,  taking  refuge  finally  in  the  Yazoo.  In  March,  1863,  when 
the  ships  of  the  Yazoo  Pass  expedition  descended  the  windings  of  the  Talla- 
hatchie to  attack  Fort  Pemberton,  they  found  the  river  barricaded  by  the  hull 
of  a  sunken  vessel,  which  was  no  other  than  the  once-famous  Star  of  the  West. 

The  purchases  and  seizures  made  at  New  Orleans  enabled  the  Confederate 
Government  to  equip  at  that  point  its  only  considerable  fleet.  The  vessels 
fitted  out  successively  by  Commodores  Eousseau  and  HoUins  included  the 
Habana,  afterward  the  Sumter,  in  which  Semmes  made  his  first  commerce- 
destroying  cruise ;  the  Enoch  Train,  which  was  altered  into  a  ram  and  called 
the  Manassas ;  the  Florida  and  Pamlico,  employed  on  Lake  Pontchartrain ; 
the  Marques  de  la  Habana  (McBae),  the  Webb,  Yankee  (Jackson),  Gros-tete 
(Maurepas),  Lizzie  Simmons  (Pontchartrain),  Ivy,  General  Polk,  and  a  few 
others  of  smaller  size.  The  State  of  Louisiana  and  the  citizens  of  New 
Orleans  also  made  pui-chases  of  vessels  on  their  own '  account.  Thus  the 
Governor  Moore  and  the  General  Quitman,  which  took  part  in  the  action  at  the 
forts,  were  State  vessels ;  and  the  Enoch  Train  was  originally  purchased  by 
private  subscription.     There  were  also  a  large  number  of  flat-boats  or  coal- 
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barges,  destine* I  for  use   as  fire-ships,  upon  wliicli  Commodore  George  N. 
Hollins  placed  gi-eat  reliance. 

Another  measure  of  defense  adopted  by  the  Confederate  Government 
deserves  mention  here,  although  the  navy  was  in  no  way  connected  with  it. 
On  the  14th  of  January,  1SG2,  Secretary  Benjamin,  of  the  War  Department, 
telegraphed  orders  to  General  Lovell,  who  was  in  command  at  New  Orleans, 
to  impress  certain  river  steamboats,  foui-teen  in  number,  for  the  puVjUc  ser%-ice. 
On  the  15th  the  vessels  designated  were  seized.  They  were  intended  to  form 
a  flotUla  of  rams  for  the  defense  of  the  Mississippi,  in  accordance  with  a  plan 
suggested  by  two  steamboat  captains,  Montgomery  and  Townsend,  who  had 
secui-ed  the  adoption  of  their  project  at  Richmond  through  the  influence  of 
political  friends  in  Congress.  In  the  words  of  Secretary  Benjamin,  they  were 
"  backed  by  the  whole  Missouri  delegation."  The  scheme  had  its  origin  partly 
in  jealousy  or  distrust  of  the  navy,  and  the  direction  of  the  ''  River  Defense 
Fleet,"  as  it  was  called,  was  therefore  intrusted  to  the  army.     The  projectors 

of  the  entei-prise  had  taken 
care,  however,  to  limit  the  au- 
thority of  the  anny  officers 
over  the  fleet,  and  the  War 
Dejjartment  wrote  that  when 
it  sailed  it  would  be  "  subject 
to  the  orders  of  General  Beau- 
regard, as  regards  the  serWce 
required  of  it,  but  of  course 
without  any  interference  in 
its  organization."  The  oriirinal 
cost  of  the  vessels  was  $563,000, 
and  the  cost  of  equipping  and 
fitting  them  out  was  $800,000. 
The  River  Defense  Flotilla 
hardly  accomplished  results 
that  justified  this  heavA'  out- 
lay. Its  organization,  as  might 
have  been  expected,  wa.«;  seri- 
ously defective.  In  January, 
Lovell  was  apprehensive  that 
"  fourteen  Mississippi  River 
captains  and  pilots  will  never  agree  aboiit  auA-thing  after  they  once  get 
under  Avay."   These  fears  were  afterward  realized.   April  15th,  Lovell  wrote : 

"  The  livrr  pilots  (Montsromerv  aud  Towiisend),  who  ai'o  the  head  of  the  fleet,  are  men  of 
limited  ideas,  no  system,  .and  no  administrative  capacity  whatever.  I  very  much  fear,  too.  that 
their  powers  of  execution  will  prove  much  less  than  has  been  anticipated, —  iu  short,  uidess  some 
competent  person  of  education,  system,  and  brains  is  put  over  each  di\-ision  of  this  fleet,  it  will, 
in  my  judgment,  prove  an  utter  faihire.  No  code  of  laws  or  penalties  has  been  estabUshed.  aud 
it  is  difficult  to  decide  how  deserters  from  the  fleet  are  to  be  tried  aud  punished.  There  is  little 
or  no  discipline  or  subordination  —  too  much  '  steamboat '  aud  too  little  of  the  '  mau-of-war'  to 
be  very  effective." 
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When  the  River  Defense  Fleet  was  ready,  eight  of  the  vessels,  commanded 
by  Captain  J.  E.  Montgomery,  were  sent  up  the  river  to  meet  the  Union  fleet, 
then  on  its  way  down,  under  Flag-Offieer  Davis.  After  a  gallant  but  ineffectual 
brush  near  Fort  Pillow,  Montgomery's  flotilla  had  a  pitched  l^attle  at  Mem- 
phis, on  the  6th  of  June,  with  the 
Union  force,  now  strengthened  by  the 
addition  of  Colonel  Ellet's  ram-fleet, 
and  was  literally  wiped  out  of  exist- 
ence,— four  of  the  vessels  being  cap- 
tm-ed  and  thi-ee  destroyed.  The  Van 
Dorii  alone  escaped,  and  fleeing  to  the 
Yazoo  River  was  soon  afterward  burnt. 
The  sis  vessels  of  the  River  Defense 
Fleet,  which  had  been  retained  by 
General  Lovell  at  New  Orleans,  were 
sent  down  to  assist  in  the  defense  of 
the  forts,  but  the  only  part  they  took 
in  the  battle  was  to  get  out  of  the  way 
as  quickly  as  possible.  All  of  them 
were  captured  or  destroyed. 

In  addition  to  the  vessels  purchased 
and  altered,  the  Confederate  author- 
ities built  several  new  ones  at  New 
Orleans.  Of  these  there  were  three 
wooden  boats,  the  Livingston,  Bienville,  and  Carondelet,  and  two  iron-clads, 
the  Louisiana  and  the  Mississippi.  The  Bienville  and  Carondelet  were  substan- 
tially bunt  side-wheelers  of  light  draft,  built  on  the  lakes,  and  were  only  fin- 
ished in  March  and  April,  1862.  They  were  unable  to  fiU  up  their  crews,  and 
hence  took  no  part  in  the  action  at  the  forts.  \  The  Livingston,  which  had  been 
attached  some  time  before  to  the  flotilla  in  the  upper  Mississippi,  made  its 
way  to  the  Yazoo  River,  and  was  burnt  there  with  the  Polk  and  Van  Bom. 
The  two  new  iron-clads,  however,  were  intended  to  be  by  far  the  most  impor- 
tant factors  in  the  defense  of  New  Orleans.  If  they  had  been  finished  in  time, 
this  intention  would  doubtless  have  been  realized.  The  Louisiana,  built  by 
contract  with  E.  C.  Murray,  was  not  begun  imtil  the  middle  of  October,  and 
her  machinery  was  transferred  from  the  steamer  higomar,  which  the  contrac- 
tors had  bought  for  the  purpose.  She  was  264  feet  long,  and  from  400  to  500 
tons  of  raih'oad  iron  were  used  in  plating  her  with  armor.  The  ship  was  in 
several  ways  badly  designed,  and  on  the  20th  of  April,  when  she  was  sent  from 
New  Orleans  down  the  river  to  the  forts,  her  engines  would  not  work.  During 
the  battle  she  could  only  serve  as  a  stationary  floating  battery,  and  she  was 
blown  up  by  Captain  J.  K.  MitcheU  on  the  day  of  the  surrender  of  the  forts. 
The  other  u'on-clad,  the  Mississippi,  a  still  larger  and  more  hea^dly  armored 
vessel,  was  constructed  by  the  Messrs.  Tift  upon  a  very  novel  and  peculiar 
design.     To  obviate  the  want  of  ship-builders  and  designers,  she  was  built 

i  Report  of  Joint  Confederate  Committee  on  the  affairs  of  the  Navy  Department,  p.  28. 
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like  a  house,  in  straight  lines  and  with  pointed  ends.  Though  there  was 
apparently  no  lack  of  steamers  to  tow  the  unfinished  vessel  up  the  river,  she 
was  bui-nt  just  before  the  Federal  fleet  reached  the  city. 

The  total  failm-e  of  the  Confederate  fleet  on  the  Mississippi  was  largely  due 
to  bad  management  and  to  the  want  of  a  pro^jer  organization.  Authority  was 
divided  between  the  State  Government  and  the  Confederate  Government, 
and  still  further  Ijetween  the  ai-my,  the  naA^,  and  the  steamboat  captains. 
The  War  and  Navy  Departments  at  Richmond  did  not  work  together.  There 
were  some  differences  of  opinion  between  General  LoveU,  in  command  at 
New  Orleans,  and  General  Duncan,  in  command  of  the  exterior  defenses. 
Four  naval  officers,  Rousseau,  HoUius,  Mitchell,  and  "^i^^iittle,  were  succes- 
sively in  command  of  the  "  Naval  Station,"  a  command  of  vague  and  inde- 
terminate limits,  and  there  were  plenty  of  sources  of  disagi'eement  between 
them  and  theu*  colleagues  of  the  army.  They  were  pei-plexed  and  wonied 
by  confusing  orders,  and  by  the  presence  of  independent  agents  in  theii-  own 
field  of  operations.  Tliey  had  no  authority  over  the  work  of  Ijuilding  the 
ii'on-clads,  although  constantly  urged  to  hiuTy  theu*  completion.  The  organ- 
ization of  the  River  Defense  Fleet,  under  Montgomery,  was  a  du'ect  and 
intentional  blow  at  their  authority,  and  left  them  without  the  aid  of  resei'ves 
whose  disposition  they  could  dii'ect.  The  naval  operations  suffered  fi'om  the 
lack  of  funds,  so  much  so  that  on  the  26th  of  Febi-uary  Governor  Moore 
telegi-aphed  to  Richmond,  "  The  Navy  Dejiartment  here  owes  nearly  a 
million.  Its  credit  is  stopped."  This  condition  of  affaii-s  was  all  the  more 
remarkable,  since  the  strategic  position  of  New  Orleans  and  the  river  was 
of  vital  importance  to  the  Confederacy,  and  the  post  required  above  all 
things  unity  of  command, — indeed,  one  might  well  say  a  dictatorship.  Had 
one  man  of  force  and  discretion  been  in  full  command  and  provided  with 
sufficient  funds,  the  defense  would  at  least  not  have  presented  a  spectacle  of 
complete  collapse. 

The  construction  and  equipment  of  vessels  for  the  Confederate  Govern- 
ment at  other  points  were  executed  with  gi-eat  diSic  iilty,  owing  to  the  want 
of  iron  and  the  absence  of  properly  equipped  workshops.  In  1861  the  only 
fouudiy  or  rolling-mill  of  any  size  in  the  Confederacy  was  the  Tredegar  Iron 
Works,  at  Richmond,  and  here  the  principal  work  in  ordnance  and  armor  was 
done.  By  dint  of  great  efforts,  fouutbies  and  rolling-mills  were  established 
at  Sekaa,  Atlanta,  and  Macon ;  smelting-works  and  a  rope-walk  at  Peters- 
burg; a  powder-mill  at  Columbia,  and  an  ordnance-foundry  and  chemical 
works  at  Charlotte.  These  works  supplied  what  was  needed  in  the  way 
of  ordnance  and  equipment,  l)iit  they  coidd  not  build  vessels.  The  spring 
of  1862  saw  the  loss  of  Norfolk,  Pensacola,  and  New  Orleans,  and  after 
this  date  the  Confederacy  had  no  well-aiijiointed  ship-yard.  Neverthe- 
less, numerous  contracts  were  entered  into  -with  business  firms  all  over 
the  country,  and  the  (H')nstruction  of  small  vessels  went  on  actively 
during  the  war.  On  March  loth,  1S61,  the  Pro\-isional  Congress  had 
autliorized  the  construction  or  piu'chase  of  10  steam  gun-boats,  of  from 
750  to   1000  tons.     By  the  latter  part  of  1862  the  Na%y  Department   had 
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purchased  and  altered  44  vessels,  and  liad  built  and  completed  24,  while  32 
others  were  iu  process  of  construction. 

Most  of  these  vessels  were  small  craft,  only  suitable  for  detached  local 
employment  in  rivers  and  harbors.  Of  the  more  formidable  ships,  the  Ten- 
nessee and  Arkansas  were  built  at  Memphis  in  the  wiuter  of  1861-62.  They 
were  covered  with  railroad  iron.  The  Arkansas  was  completed  and  taken  to 
the  Yazoo  River  in  April,  1862.  After  a  short  and  brilliant  career  under 
Lieutenant  Isaac  N.  Brown,  she  finally  fell  a  victim  in  August  to  the  defects  of 
her  engines.  The  Tennessee^  being  still  on  the  stocks  at  Memphis  when 
Davis's  fleet  descended  the  river,  was  burnt  where  she  lay.  At  Mobile,  the 
second  Tennessee,  a  much  more  powerful  vessel,  but  with  engines  transferred, 
like  those  of  the  Loiusiana,  from  a  river  steamboat,  was  captui-ed  iu  her  first 
and  only  engagement,  when  she  attacked  single-handed  the  whole  Federal 
squadron.  At  Savannah,  the  Atlanta,  a  converted  blockade-runner  with  a 
casemate  covered  with  foui'  inches  of  armor,  was  disabled  and  defeated  by 
four  shots  from  the  monitor  Weehawken.  At  Charleston,  four  casemate  iron- 
clads were  built,  the  Palmetto  State  and  Chicora  in  1862,  the  CJiarleston  in 
1863,  aud  the  Columbia;  the  last,  however,  was  still  unfluished  at  the  close 
of  the  war,  and  was  captui'ed  by  Admiral  Dahlgren  at  the  evacuation  of  the 
city.  The  other  thi-ee  were  blown  up  at  the  same  time.  In  the  sounds  of 
North  Carolina  two  iron-clads  were  projected,  one  to  be  built  on  the  Neuse 
River,  the  other  on  the  Roanoke.  The  first  was  destroyed  before  completion, 
but  the  second,  the  Albemarle,  which  the  Union  forces,  through  most  culpable 
negligence,  suffered  to  remain  undisturbed  until  she  was  fully  ai'med  and 
equipped,  captured  the  town  of  Plymouth,  and  fought  a  di*awn  battle  with 
the  squadron  of  double-enders  in  the  sound.  After  a  career  of  six  months, 
she  was  destroyed  by  the  expedition  under  Lieutenant  Cushing. 

The  last,  and  in  some  ways  the  most  useful  naval  force  of  the  Confederates, 
was  the  James  River  Squadron.  After  the  destruction  of  the  Merrimac.  iu 
May,  1862,  and  the  abortive  attempt  of  the  Union  vessels  to  pass  up  the 
James  River,  a  fleet  was  gradually  constructed  and  fitted  out  for  the  defense 
of  Richmond.  There  were  still  in  the  river  the  Patrick  Henri/,  which  was 
soon  after  assigned  to  the  use  of  the  Confederate  Naval  Academy,  and  the 
Beaufort  and  Baleicjlt,  which  had  come  to  Hampton  Roads  from  the  North 
Carolina  Sounds  after  the  battles  of  Roanoke  Island  and  Elizabeth  City. 
All  three  had  taken  part  in  the  first  day's  engagement  off  Newport  News, 
when  the  Merrimac  (Virginia)  had  destroyed  the  Congress  and  the  Cumber- 
land, after  which  they  withdrew  to  the  James  River.  To  these  wei'e  added 
the  gun-boats  Nansemond,  Hampton,  and  Drury.  But  by  far  the  most  impor- 
tant division  of  the  squadron  consisted  of  the  three  iron-clads  Richmond,  the 
second  Virginia,  and  Fredericksburg.  Of  these  the  Fredericksburg  was  the 
weakest  and  the  Virginia  the  strongest.  In  fact,  the  Virginia  was  one  of  the 
strongest  vessels  that  the  Confederates  got  afloat  at  any  point,  having  six 
inches  of  armor  on  the  sides  of  her  casemate  and  eight  inches  on  the  ends. 
This  fleet  was  an  important  element  in  the  military  situation  in  Virginia  in 
1864-65,  though  never  brought  into  decisive  action.     At  the  evacuation  of 
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Richmond  it  was  burned,  and  with  its  desti-uction  the  coast  navy  of  the 
Confederates  came  to  an  end. 

In  order  to  make  war  on  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  the  Con- 
federacy early  resorted  to  jnivateering,  which  was  then,  as  it  is  now,  a  legiti- 
mate practice  with  all  States  not  parties  to  the  Declaration  of  Paiis.  In 
accordance  with  the  President's  proclamation  of  April  17th,  and  the  Act  of 
Congi-ess  of  May  6th,  letters  of  marque  were  issued  by  the  Confederate 
Government  to  owners  of  private  vessels,  authorizing  them  to  crui«e  against  the 
United  States.  Under  this  authority,  more  than  twenty  Ymvateei-s  were 
fitted  out  and  made  cruises  during  the  summer  and  autumn  of  1861,  taking 
sixty  or  more  prizes.  The  exact  number  either  of  privateers  or  of  prizes  will 
probably  never  be  known.  Charleston,  Xew  Orleans,  and  Hatteras  Inlet  were 
the  principal  centers  o£  privateering  operations.  Thi-ee  of  the  privateers  were 
captured, — the  Savainiah  by  the  brig  Perrj/,  the  Petrel  by  the  frigate  St.  Linc- 
rence,  and  the  Becmrcf/ard  by  the  l;ark  W.  G.  Anderson.  The  cessation  of  pri- 
vateering after  the  tirst  year  was  brought  about  hj  the  blockade,  which  took 
away  the  profits  of  the  sale  of  jsrizes,  and  such  of  the  privateers  as  were  not 
taken  into  the  Government  service  were  converted  into  blockade-mnners. 

After  privateering  came  to  an  end,  the  Confederate  Government  depended 
almost  wholly  iipon  Europe  for  sea-going  cniisers.  These  were  not  privateers, 
however,  but  commissioned  ships-of-war  of  the  Confederacy.  Captain  James 
D.  BuUo'h  lesided  in  England  as  the  Confederate  naval  agent,  and  his  skill 
and  enterprise  resulted  in  the  acquisition  of  the  Florida,  Ahibania,  Geor/iia 
and  SJienandouJi,  all  of  which  made  successful  commerce-destroying  cruises. 
Attempts  to  secui'e  other  vessels,  including  the  Alexandra,  the  Pampero,  the 
iron-clad  contracted  for  by  Captain  North  on  the  Clyde,  and  the  two  armored 
rams  built  by  the  Messrs.  Laird,  failed  through  the  intervention  of  the  British 
Government.  Of  the  sis  vessels  buUt  in  France,  including  four  cox-vettes  and 
two  kon-clads,  only  one  of  the  latter,  Sfoncicall,  passed  into  the  hands  of  the 
Confederates,  and  this  was  acquired  so  late  in  the  war  as  to  be  of  no  value. 

In  its  personnel,  the  Confederate  navy  was  more  fortunate  than  in  its  ves- 
sels. The  Secretary  was  Stephen  R.  Mallory  [see  p.  106],  who  had  been  for 
several  years  before  the  war  the  chairman  of  the  Xaval  Committee  in  the 
Senate, —  a  position  much  better  calculated  to  give  its  holder  a  knowledge  of 
the  demands  of  a  modern  navy  than  that  which  Mr.  Welles  had  fiUed  from 
1846  to  1849.  He  entered  upon  his  task  with  vigor  and  intelligence,  and  he 
was  ably  seconded  by  the  officers  around  him,  many  of  whom  had  been  men 
of  conspicuous  abihty  in  the  old  navy.  In  the  branches  of  ordnance  and 
torpedoes  he  relied  largely  upon  two  men.  Commander  John  ^I.  Brooke  and 
Lieutenant  Hunter  Davidson.  To  Brooke  were  due  the  banded  guns  v\  liich 
jtroved  of  such  signal  use  diu-ing  the  war,  while  DaWdson  did  much  to 
develop  the  torjiedo  service,  whiih  probably  contributed  more  to  the  defense 
of  the  Confedera(y  than  all  the  vessels  of  its  navy.  In  I861!,  some  impatience 
was  shown  by  the  press  and  the  imblic  of  the  South  at  the  continued  succes- 
sion of  naval  disasters,  and  a  Congressional  connnittee  made  an  exhaustive 
investigation  of  the  department.     Nothing  of  importance  was  disclosed  except 
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the  condition  of  affairs  at  New  Orleans  in  1861-62,  already  referred  to,  for 
wliieh  tlie  Navy  Department  was  partly  responsible,  but  which  was  largely 
owing  to  the  poverty  of  Confederate  resources. 

It  was  especially  in  his  quick  perception  of  the  demands  of  modern  naval 
war,  and  his  prompt  and  bold  action  to  meet  these  demands,  that  Secretary 
Mallory  showed  his  ability  and  decision  of  character.  No  doubt  this  was  in 
great  part  due  to  good  advisers,  but  it  is  not  every  man  who  has  the  wisdom 
to  perceive  what  good  advice  is,  and  the  courage  to  act  upon  it,  where  his 
action  involves  heavy  responsibilities.  Mr.  Mallory's  emphatic  recommenda- 
tions in  reference  to  u-on-clads  contrast  favorably  with  the  halting  sugges- 
tions of  Mr.  Welles  on  the  same  subject.  In  a  letter  of  May  8th,  1861,  to  Mr. 
Conrad,  the  chairman  of  the  Naval  Committee,  Mallory  presents  with  precision 
and  force  the  history  of  the  development  of  armored  vessels,  stating  accurately 
the  essential  facts,  which  certainly  were  either  not  known  or  not  appreciated 
at  Washington.     He  closes  his  letter  with  these  remarkable  words : 

"  I  regard  tlie  possession  of  an  iron-armored  sliip  as  a  matter  of  the  first  necessity.  Such  a 
vessel  at  this  time  could  traverse  the  entire  coast  of  the  United  States,  prevent  all  blockade, 
and  encounter,  with  a  fail-  prospect  of  success,  their  entire  navy. 

"  If,  to  cope  with  them  upon  the  sea,  we  follow  theii'  example,  and  build  wooden  ships,  we 
shall  have  to  construct  several  at  one  time,  for  one  or  two  ships  would  fall  an  easy  prey  to  her 
comparatively  numerous  steam-frigates.  But  inequality  of  numbers  may  be  compensa.ted  by 
invulnerability,  and  thus  not  only  does  economy,  but  naval  success,  dictate  the  wisdom  and 
expediency  of  fighting-  with  iron  against  wood  without  regard  to  first  cost. 

"  Naval  engagements  between  wooden  frigates  as  they  are  now  built  and  armed  wilJ  prove 
to  be  the  forlorn  hopes  of  the  sea — simply  contests  in  which  the  question,  not  of  victory,  but 
who  shall  go  to  the  bottom  first  is  to  be  solved. 

"  Should  the  committee  deem  it  expedient  to  begin  at  once  the  construction  of  such  a  ship, 
not  a  moment  should  be  lost." 

The  result  was  that  early  in  July  the  Merrimac  had  been  raised  and 
docked,  the  details  of  the  plan  of  reconstruction  had  been  completed,  and 
the  work  had  been  begun  without  waiting  for  an  appropriation.  This  early 
start  enabled  her  to  destroy  the  Congress  and  the  Climber  land  unopposed. 

The  number  of  officers  who  left  the  United  States  navy,  either  by  resigna- 
tion or  dismissal,  to  join  the  Southern  cause,  was  322,  of  whom  213  were  line- 
officers.  In  the  beginning  they  were  attached  to  the  separate  State  organiza- 
tions, but  during  the  spring  of  1861  they  were  gradually  enrolled  in  the  navy 
of  the  Confederate  States.  In  1863  a  naval  academy  was  established  under 
the  command  of  Captain  W.  H.  Parker,  on  board  the  Patrick  Henry  in  the 
James  River,  which  tm-ned  out  excellent  junior  officers.  The  personnel  of 
the  Confederate  navy  was  distinguished  by  enterprise,  originality,  and 
resource,  and  to  it  were  due  some  of  the  most  gallant  episodes  of  the  war. 

In  seamen  the  South  was  deficient,  not  having  a  seafaring  population. 
The  number  of  enlisted  men  in  the  navy  at  any  given  time  was  probably 
less  than  four  thousand,  but  as  it  took  the  offensive  only  in  detached  enter- 
prises, no  very  extensive  force  was  required.  The  four  principal  commerce- 
desti'oyers  were  chiefly  manned  by  foreign  sailors. 
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NE  sTiltiy  aftemoou  iu  the  last  third  of  the  month  of 
August,  1861,  while  stationed  at  XeTvport  Xews,  Virginia, 
with  my  regiment,  the  9th  New  York  (Zouaves),  a  mes- 
sage from  General  Benjamin  F.  Butler  came  tkrough 
the  signal  corps  station  from  Fort  Monroe  asking  if  I 
would  like  to  go  upon  an  expedition.  An  affirmative 
answer  brought  General  Butler  to  my  headquartei"s  the 
same  afternoon,  and  he  explained  the  objects  of  the 
jjroposed  expedition,  which  was  to  be  composed  of  miU- 
tary  and  naval  forces  for  joint  offensive  action  on  the 
coast  of  North  Carolina. 

C  APT  PEE  AND   DEFENSE   OF   HATTF.RAS   ISLAND. 

At  11  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  of  August  '26th,  1861, 
™„0RM  OF  H.wK.Nss  ZOK..E,,  all  arraugemButs  having  been  completed,  the  combined 
forces  set  sail  for  Hatteras  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  with 
Flag-Officer  Silas  H.  Striugham  in  command  of  the  fleet  and  Major-Geueral 
B.  F.  Butler  of  the  land  forces.  The  same  afternoon  the  fleet  an-ived  off 
Hatteras,  and  at  10  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  2Sth  liegan  the  bomliard- 
ment  of  Forts  Clark  and  Hatteras  (the  latter  mounting  twenty-five  gims), 
which  was  continued  throughout  a  part  of  the  day,  until  several  of  the 
ships  were  compelled  to  put  out  to  sea  for  fear  of  being  blown  too  near 
the  shore.  During  the  bombardment,  efforts  were  being  made  about  three 
miles  north  of  the  inlet  to  land  the  troops  thi-ough  the  Hatteras  breakers; 
in  these  efforts  all  the  availaljle  boats  were  smashed.  Two  hulks,  which  had 
l^eeu  towed  from  Fort  Monroe  for  the  piu'pose  of  assisting  the  landing,  were 
then  filled  with  troops  and  slowly  allowed  to  drift  into  the  lireakers  liy  means 
of  a  calile  attached  to  an  anchor  and  passed  around  a  windlass  fixed  in  the 
deck  of  each  hulk.  Late  in  the  afternoon,  when  the  wind  came  to  blow  fresh 
from  the  east,  the  position  of  the  troops  upon  the  luilks  became  most  perilous, 
and  for  a  time  there  were  serious  doubts  about  a  successful  rescue.     Finally 


i  "  The  Stiite  of  Nortli  Carolina,  imniediatcly  after 
passing  tho  ordinance  of  Boci'ssiou,  began  the  work  of 
defending  the  imssession  of  tlic  sounds.  The  steamer 
Wiitnlotr,  a<  small  side-wheel  steaniijoat,  was  fitted  out 
liy  tlie  governor  ol'  the  State,  ami  on  the  outside  of  Hat- 
teras began  to  annoy  and  destri)y  the  eonniieree  ttf  the 
United  stales,  under  Tlionias  JI.  Crossan.  fm-nn-rly  of 
llie  rnited  stales  Navy.  Tlie  Winsfoir  eaptnred  and 
broiighl  into  the  sounds  for  (■ondenniatiou  many  prizes. 
.  .  .  The  (tufery  thai  weni  u]i  from  eomtnerei:il  eireles 
al  I  he  North  uuiy  liavehad  no  little  lodo  in  inllueneim.' 
the  naval  authorities  lo  bloi'l;  the  outlet  fnun  which  the 
little  Whi^hnr  inllieled  such  ilamages.  Afli'r  the  State 
united  herself  lolhe  Conlederate  States  her  navy,  eon- 
sisling  of  I  he  Wiiislair.  the  i:ili.i.  the  Uiih-i.ih.  and  the 
Jieaiifor/,  all  ordinary  steanihoats  arnu^d  with  one  gun 


eaeli.  was  turned  over  to  the  Confedorato  St.ites.  Tlio 
defense  of  the  enlrauees  to  these  sounds  was  under- 
taken by  the  erection  of  liatteries  at  Hatteras  and  Ocra- 
coke  Inlet,  and  at  Beaufort :  on  the  interior  waters 
New  Berne.  Koaiu>ke  Island,  and  the  mouth  of  the 
Neuse  River  weiv  defendetl  uiuler  the  State  b.v  small 
batteries,  which  weiv  not  completed  when  tile  Stale 
adopted  the  eonstitntion  of  the  C<uifi"»len>to  Stato.<i. 

*•  M;Oor  1\.  C.  Oatlin  wae  eontmander  of  the  Stmthom 
Pepartment  Coast  Defenses,  with  headquarters  at  Wil- 
niiuirlon.  North  Caroliiut.  Pix>mot«Hl  to  Rricadier-G*'n- 
eral  in  August,  1801,  he  W!»s  ,issisned  to  the  eonmiand 
of  the  DepartnuMit  of  North  Carolina  and  the  coast 
ilefenses  of  the  State."  (Scharfs  "History  of  the  Con- 
federate states  Navy."  New- York :  Rogers  and  Sher- 
wood.) 
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the  Fanny,  after  several  unsuccessful 
backings  into  the  breakers,  which 
every  moment  were  becoming  more 
dangerous,  succeeded  in  getting  lines 
on  board  the  hulks  and  towing  them 
to  calmer  water.  But  the  few  troops 
(318)  who  had  effected  a  landing  were 
left  on  shore  in  face  of  an  enemy 
twice  their  numbers.  The  next  day 
the  vessels  came  in  from  sea  and  re- 
commenced the  action  as  early  as  8 
o'clock  A.  M.,  and  by  11  o'clock  the 
last  gun  on  Fort  Hatteras  had  ceased 
firing,  and  before  noon  the  white  flag 
had  taken  the  place  of  the  Confeder- 
ate colors.  During  the  bombardment 
oui'  troops  on  shore  gained  possession 
of  Fort  Clark,  but  were  di'iven  out  by 
our  own  guns,  a  fragment  of  a  shell 
striking  private  Lembrecht,  of  Com- 
pany G,  9th  New  York,  making  a  pain- 
ful wound  in  the  hand.  This  was  the 
only  casualty  among  the  Union  forces. 

The  immediate  results  of  this  expe- 
dition were  the  capture  of  670  men, 
1000  stand  of  arms,  35  cannon,  and  2 
strong  forts ;  the  possession  of  the  best 
sea  entrance  to  the  inland  waters  of 
North  Carolina;  and  the  stoppage  of  a  favoiite  channel  through  which  many 
supplies  had  been  carried  for  the  use  of  the  Confederate  forces.  % 

The  whole  affair  was  conceived  and  carried  out  with  simplicity  and  pro- 

3^  The  vessels  detailed  were  the  Miintcsofa  (flag- 
ship), Captain  G.J.  Van  Brunt;  Wabash,  Captain 
Samuel  Mercer ;  Susquehanna,  Captain  I.  S.  Chaun- 
eey;  Pawnee,  Commander  S.  C.  Rowan;  Monticello, 
Commander  J.  P.  Gillis ;  Harriet  Lane,  Captain 
John  Faunce  ;  and  the  Cumberland  (sailing-ship), 
Captain  John  Marston, —  carrying  in  all  1-13  guns. 
For  the  transportation  of  troops  there  were  the 
chartered  steamers  Adelaide,  Commander  H.  S. 
Stellwagen,  and  George  Peabodij,  Lieutenant  E.  B. 
Lowry,  and  the  tug  Fanny,  Lieutenant  Pierce 
Crosby.  Upon  these  were  embarked  detachments 
of  infantry  from  the  9th  and  20th  New  York  Volun- 
teers, the  Union  Coast  Guard,  and  a  company  of 
the  2d  U.  S.  Artillery, —  in  all  numbering  about 
880  men. 

Both  the  forts  were  under  command  of  Major 
W.  S.  G.  Andrews,  the  North  Carolina  troops  being 
under  Colonel  Wm.  P.  Martin.  Flag-Of&eer  Sam- 
uel Barron,  C.  S.  N.,  who  was  charged  with  the 
defense  of  this  coast,  arrived  during  the  attack, 


REAR-ADMIRAL    SILAS    H.    STRINGIIAM. 
FROM   A  PUOTOGRAI'H. 


and,  taking  command,  was  included  in  the  capitu- 
lation, of  which  he  says  iu  his  report  made  on 
board  the  Minnesota. : 

"During  tile  first  hour  the  shells  of  the  ships  fell  short, 
we  only  firing  occasionally  to  .-iseertain  whether  our 
shots  would  reach  them,  and  wishing  to  reserve  our 
very  limited  supply  of  ammunition  until  the  vessels 
might  find  It  necessary  to  come  nearer  in;  but  they, 
after  some  practice,  got  the  exact  range  of  the  9.  10,  and 
11  inch  guns,  and  did  not  find  it  necessary  to  alter  their 
positions,  while  not  a  shot  from  our  battery  reached 
them  with  the  greatest  elevation  we  could  get.  This 
state  of  thiugs— shells  bursting  over  .and  in  the  fort 
every  few  seconds  —  having  continued  for  about  three 
hours,  the  men  were  directed  to  take  shelter  under  the 
parapet  and  traverses,  and  I  called  a  council  of  officers, 
at  which  It  was  unanimously  agreed  that  holding  out 
longer  could  only  result  in  a  greater  loss  of  life.  .  .  . 
The  persoiuicl  of  the  connnand  nrc  now  prisonors  of  war 
onboard  this  ship,  where  o^-cr^'tliing  is  (Innc  to  make 
them  as  comfortable  as  jiossiblr  undci-  the  circum- 
stances, Flag-OfficerStringhani,  Captain  Van  Brunt,  and 
Commander  Case  extending  to  us  characteristic  cour- 
tesy and  kindness."  Editors. 
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fessional  directness, 
and  the  valuable  re- 
sults attained  cost 
the  Government  only 
a  small  expenditui-e 
for  coal  and  ammu- 
nition. Flag-Officer 
Stringham  fought 
this  action  with  ad- 
mirable skill,  worthy 
of  a  gi-eat  command- 
er. Instead  of  an- 
chorii.'g  his  ships,  he 
kei:)t  them  moA"ing 
during  the  whole 
engagement  and, 
as  he  came  within 
range  of  the  euemy's 
works,  delivered  his 
fire,  generally  with 
suipnsing  accuracy, 
while  the  gunners  in 
the  forts  were  com- 
pelled to  make  an 
on-the-wing  shot 
with  pieces  of  heavy 
ordnance,  and  in 
most  instances  their 
shot  fell  short.  I 

On  the  29th  of  Au- 
gust articles  of  full 
cajntulatiou  were 
signed  interchange- 
ably by  officers  representing  both  forces,  and  General  Butler  and  Flag- 
Offieer  Stringham  sailed  away  with  the  prisoners,  leaviug  the  raniicc. 
Captain  S.  C.  Rowan,  the  3Io)ific('llo,  Lieutenant  D.  L.  Braine.  and  the  tug 
FaiDii/,  Lieutenant  Pierce  Crosby,  as  the  sea  forces ;  and  detachments  of  the 
9th  and  20tli  New  York  Volunteers  and  LTnion  Coast  Guard  to  garrison  the 
captm-ed  forts,  of  which  I  was  left  in  command.  Just  before  the  squadron 
sailed,  General  Butler  sent  word  on  shore  that  the  three  schooners  left  by 
the  enemy  inside  the  inlet  were  loaded  with  pro%"isions  that  coidd  be  used 
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4  Boyiiton,  in  liis  "  History  of  flip  Navy."  says  : 
"So  far  as  known  tliis  waH  tlio  lli'sf  trial  in  our  navy 
■of  tliis  inovonicnt,  aiultlio  homn*  ol"  introducini;  it  In*- 
louss  to  Coinniodorc  Striiisliani.  Tlic  littli'  tliat  was 
linowii  of  (In' ival  rliiiraclcr  of  tin'  Uattoras  cxiu'di- 
lion  iirevcntrii  ttu^  imhlic  from  i>a.\  ini^  any  attention 
totlic  commoilorc's  strategy ,  but  wlicu  it  was  repeated 


soon  after  by  Coinmodoi'e  PnPont  in  a  mori'  Itrilliatit 
atfair.  its  merit  was  duly  ix'eoiniizod." 

Wliilr  PuPont  rose  to  tlio  liifrliest  point  in  puWic 
estimation,  Stringham  was  relegated  to  an  oViscnre 
oflieial  liaekjrrouud  and  never  after  bad  a  sea- 
service  command. — R.  C.  H. 


EARLY  COAST  OPERATIONS   IN   NORTH  CAROLINA. 


&35 


by  the  troops.  An  examiuatiou  proved  tliat  the  only  food-materials  were 
fruits  from  the  West  Indies,  which  were  fast  decaying.  For  the  nest  ten  days 
the  diet  of  the  stranded  soldiers  consisted  of  black  coffee,  fresh  fish,  and  a 
"  sheet-iron  pancake "  made  of  flom-  and  salt-water.  This  diet  was  neither 
lnxui"ious  nor  nutritious,  and  it  produced  unpleasant  scorbutic  results.  On  the 
10th  of  September  relief  arrived,  and  with  it,  under  Lieut.-Colonel  George 

F.  Betts,   sis  more  companies 
of  the  9th  New  York. 

Until  September  Ifith,  noth- 
ing occm-red  to  distm-1)  the 
uneventful  routine  work  in- 
cident to  military  occupation 
of  an  enemy's  territory.  On 
that  day  a  mixed  expedition  of 
land  and  sea  forces  under  com- 
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mand  of  Lieutenant    I .  -^        -^s*     .  -n,  il 

James  G.  Maxwell, 
of  the  United  States 
navy,  was  sent  to 
destroy  the  forts 
of  Beacon  Island 
and  Portsmouth, 
near  Ocracoke  Inlet. 
They  were  found  to 
have  been  deserted 
by  the  Confeder- 
ates, but  twenty- 
two  guns  of  heavy  caliber,  that  were  left  intact,  were  made  useless  by  the 
Union  forces. 

Soon  after  the  capture  of  the  forts  the  "intelligent  contraband"  began 
to  arrive,  often  bringing  news  of  important  military  activity  in  sevei'al 
dii'ections. 

Before  the  first  week  of  our  occupation  had  expired  I  became  convinced 
that  the  enemy  was  fortifying  Roanoke  Island,  with  the  intention  of  making 
it  a  base  for  immediate  operations,  and  that  his  first  offensive  work  would 
be  against  the  forces  stationed  at  Hatteras  Inlet,  with  the  further  purpose  of 
destroying  the  Hatteras  light ;  and  that  they  would  land  a  considerable  force 
at  the  upper  end  of  the  island,  at  a  point  near  Chicamacomico,  and  march  down. 

Seeing  the  necessity  of  counter-action  on  the  part  of  the  Union  forces,  on 
the  6th  of  September  I  wrote  a  full  account  of  the  situation  to  General  John 
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E.  Wool,  eommauding  the  Department  of  Virginia,  iu  which  occurred  the 
following  suggestions : 

"  Fir>it.  Roanoke  Island,  which  commands  the  Croatan  Channel  between  Pamlico  and  Albe- 
marle sounds,  should  be  occupied  at  once.  It  is  now  held  by  the  rebels.  They  have  a  battery 
completed  at  the  upper  end  of  the  island  and  another  in  course  of  erection  at  the  southern 
extremity.  Second.-  A  small  force  should  l>e  stationed  at  Beacon  Island,  which  is  in  the  moatli 
of  Ocracoke  Inlet  and  commands  it.  Third.  Two  or  thi-ee  light-draught  vessels  should  be 
stationed  between  the  mouths  of  the  Neuse  and  Pamlico  rivers.  This  would  shut  out  all 
commei'ce  with  New  Beme  and  Washington.  Fourth.  There  should  be  at  least  eight  light- 
draught  gun-boats  La  Pamlico  Sound.  Fifth.  Beaufort  should  be  occupied  as  soon  as  possible. 
All  of  these  recommendations  shoidd  be  attended  to  immediately.  Seven  thousand  men 
judiciously  placed  upon  the  soil  of  North  Carolina  would,  within  the  next  three  weeks,  draw 
20,000  Confederate  troops  from  the  State  of  Virginia. 

"  I  wish,  if  you  agree  with  me  and  deem  it  consistent  with  your  duty,  that  you  would  impress 
upon  the  Government  the  importance  and  necessity  of  immediate  action  in  this  department.*' 

General  Wool  gave  this  letter  the  strongest  possible  indorsement,  and  sent 
a  copy  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

In  my  next  report  (Sejitember  11th)  I  sent  an  account  of  the  marked  enter- 
prise on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  setting  forth  that  since  the  capture  of  Fort 
Hatteras  they  had  strengthened  Fort  Macon,  obstructed  the  Xeuse  and 
Pamlico  rivers,  mounted  seventeen  heavy  guns  at  Eoanoke  Island  and 
landed  a  considerable  number  of  troops  at  that  place.  I  urged  my  former 
suggestions  and  called  for  immediate  action  and  reenforcements.  A  copy 
of  this  letter,  with  a  very  strong  approval,  was  also  sent  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  but  neither  brought  any  response  beyond  a  merely  formal 
acknowledgment. 

My  policy  from  the  moment  of  assuming  command  on  Hatteras  Island  had 
been  to  cultivate  friendly  relations  Avith  the  inhaliitants.  As  they  were 
mostly  of  a  seafaring  race,  I  conchtded  they  could  iiot  have  much  sympathy 

with  the  revolt  against  a  government 
which  had  been  their  coustaut  friend. 
Within  ten  days  after  the  landing, 
nearly  all  of  the  male  adidts  had 
taken  the  oath  of  allegiance,  and 
several  professed  their  Avillingness  to 
carry  proclamations  to  the  maiidand, 
and  to  bring  back  such  news  of  mili- 
tary movements  as  they  coiUd  obtain. 
One  of  these  volunteer  spies  succeeded 
in  optMiing  commuiucation  with  a  rel- 
ative, who  lived  at  Roanoke  Island, 
and  from  him  I  learned  that,  as  I  had 
suspected,  a  force  was  to  start  from 
tliat  point  to  make  the  attack  upon  Hatteras  Island.  In  the  meantime  we  had 
done  wliat  we  could  to  plac(^  the  forts  at  tlie  inlet  in  a  better  condition  for 
<lefense,  and  General  Wool,  of  his  own  volition,  had  siMit  rei>nforcements, —  the 
seven  remaining  companies  of  the  9th  New  Yt)rk,  the  "JOth  Indiana  Voluuteei'S, 
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Colonel  W.  L.  Brown,  aud  oue  company  of  the  1st  U.  S.  ArtiUeiy,  under 
Captain  Lewis  0.  Morris. 

In  tlie  latter  days  of  September,  information  of  the  intended  movement  from 
Eoanoke  Island  made  immediate  action  necessary.  I  had  already  apprised 
General  Wool  of  my  intention  to  establish  a  post  near  Chicamacomico  for  the 
purpose  of  protecting  the  natives  who  had  taken  the  oath,  aud  also  to  pre- 
vent a  surprise  by  the  landing  of  a  large  force  of  the  enemy  to  march  down 
the  island.  Accordingly,  on  the  29th  of  September,  I  embarked  the  20th 
Indiana  regiment  u]3on  the  gain-boats  Putnam  and  Ceres,  and  accompanied  it 
to  a  point  opposite  Chicamacomico,  saw  the  troops  safely  disembarked,  and 
returned  with  the  gun-boats  to  the  inlet.  On  the  first  day  of  October,  the 
Farm II  was  dispatched  with  supplies,  and  arrived  at  the  point  of  disembarka- 
tion the  same  afternoon.  After  preparations  for  landing  had  commenced, 
a  force  of  the  enemy's  gun-boats  was  discovered.  The  Fanni/  tried  to 
escape,  but  got  aground  and  was  captured,  not,  however,  until  after  a 
spii'ited  resistance  by  the  men  and  officers  with  the  two  small  guns  which 
were  mounted  on  her  deck. 

Flag-Officer  W.  F.  Lynch,  C.  S.  N.,  in  his  report  says : 

"  Colonel  Wright,  of  the  8th  Georgia  regiment,  who  commands  the  military  forces  of  the  island, 
had  agreed  with  me  to  make  an  attempt  to  desti'oy  Hatteras  Light-house,  and  we  only  waited 
the  return  of  an  emissary  I  had  sent  to  glean  intelligence  as  to  the  force  of  the  enemy  in  that 
vicinity.  But  early  in  the  forenoon  of  the  1st  instant  inteUig'ence  came  that  one  of  the  Federal 
steamers  was  at  Chicamacomico,  about  forty  miles  distant  on  the  eastern  shore  of  Pamlico  Sound, 
and  I  determined  to  get  after  her.  As  Colonel  Wright  was  anxious,  however,  to  make  the  con- 
templated attempt,  I  would  not,  in  courtesy,  refuse  to  wait  for  the  embarkation  of  troops, 
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althougli  two  pi'ecious  hovu's  were  thereby  lost.  We  left  liei-e  at  2  :  30  P.  >l.  with  about  two  hun- 
dred of  the  8th  Geor^a  regiment,  Colonel  W ,  who  Ls  a  man  after  mj"Own  heart  in  such 

matters,  accompanying  them.  A  little  before  5  P.  31.  we  came  in  sight  and  soon  after  opened  fire 
upon  the  enemy,  which  was  retm-ned  at  fli-st  with  spirit ;  but  in  about  twenty  minutes  he 
attempted  to  escape,  and  in  the  attempt  ran  agi-ound,  and  shortly  after  surrendered." 

The  FcDiiiy  had  on  board,  when  captured,  a  captain  and  30  men  of  the  20th 
Indiana  regiment,  and  the  sergeant-major  and  11  men  of  the  9th  Xew  Yf/rk. 
The  Confederate  vessels  engaged  were  the  Cnrlrn;  Iiak-if/h,  and  the  little  tug 
Junalushi.  As  soon  as  I  heard  of  the  disaster  I  sent  an  order  for  Colonel 
Bx'own  to  retreat.  On  the  4th  of  October  a  large  body  of  Confederates, 
under  Colonel  A.  E.  Wright,  assisted  by  gun-boats,  landed  at  Chicamacf>mico, 
and  Colonel  Brown  commenced  a  successful  reti-eat  down  the  island.  Ha^viug 
received  early  news,  by  a  native  messenger,  of  the  landing  and  Brown's 
march,  I  moved,  with  my  regiment,  toward  the  north,  and  met  Colonel 
Brown's  command  early  the  next  morning  at  the  light-house.  Colonel  Wright 
was  closely  following  the  retreating  troops,  but  as  soon  as  he  saw  the  reen- 
forcements  he  faced  about  and  commenced  a  retreat  which  only  ended  in  the 
landing  of  his  forces  at  Roanoke  Island.  During  the  march  Iiack  the 
steamer  Monti  cello,  from  the  ocean  side,  with  her  heavy  guns,  maintained 
a  fire  at  the  Confederates  across  the  low  sand-fields,  which  may  have 
amioyed  them  without  doing  any  serious  damage.  This  was  the  end  of  an 
elaborately  conceived  plan  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  to  eaptui-e  our  ti'oops, 
destroy  Hatteras  Light,  and  recapture  the  forts  of  the  inlet.  From  that  time 
until  the  arrival  of  the  "Bm-nside  expedition,"  the  Federal  fox-ces  at  the 
inlet  pursxied  the  even  quiet  of  roxitine  duty. 

The  news  of  the  loss  of  the  Faiiiii/  created  some  excitement  both  at  Fort 
Moixroe  and  at  Washington,  and  I  was  severely  censm-ed  f<_)r  ha^lng  di\-ided 
so  small  a  force,  and  was  superseded  by  Brigadier-General  J.  K.  F.  Mansfield. 
I  am  still  of  the  opinion  that  my  course  was  right,  as  no  other  disposition  of 
the  small  force  at  my  command  would  have  saved  the  hght-house  and  pre- 
vented the  landing,  opi^osite  the  light-house,  where  there  was  a  whai"f 
and  deep  water,  of  the  whole  Confederate  force  of  about  two  thousand  men. 
That  landing  would  have  given  them  a  safe  base  for  a  decisive  movement 
against   the   Union   troops   at  the   inlet.    I  aftei-ward  heard  that   Colonel 
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Wright  intended  to  land  part  of  liis  force  above  and  the  balance  below  the 
camp  of  Colonel  Brown,  capture  his  regiment,  destroy  the  light-house,  and 
then,  in  his  discretion,  move  upon  Hatteras  Inlet.  The  prompt  retreat  frus- 
trated the  first  part  of  the  design,  and  Colonel  Wright,  seeing  what  he 
believed  to  be  a  large  reenforeemeut,  retreated  without  undertaking  the 
other  parts  of  his  plan. 

Until  October  13th  we  had  peace  at  the  inlet.  That  day  Brigadier-General 
Thomas  WilUams  relieved  General  Mansfield,  and  assumed  command  of 
the  i^ost.  The  new  commander  was  a  man  of  many  idiosyncrasies,  and 
outside  of  his  stafl!  was  cordially  disliked  for  his  severe  treatment  of  the 
men.  ^ 

On  the  5th  of  November  I  was  sent  by  General  Wool  on  a  special  boat 
to  Washington  to  urge  upon  the  President  the  importance  of  either  aban- 
doning Hatteras  Inlet  or  erecting  suitable  accommodations  for  the  troops. 
The  next  morning  after  my  arrival  in  Washington  I  reported  to  the  Presi- 
dent and  presented  my  letter  from  General  Wool,  and  was  asked  by  the 
President  to  appear  before  the  Cabinet.  I  did  so  and  explained  fully  the 
situation  at  Hatteras  Iidet  and  tu'ged  the  importance  of  undertaking 
fm'ther  operations   to  hold  that  position,   it  being  the   threshold    to   the 

^  I  was  arrested  by  General  Williams  for  refus-  meiit  from  Governor  E.  D.  Morgan.  I  denied  the- 
iiig  to  assign  to  duty,  as  captain  in  my  regiment,  right  of  appointment,  and  I  was  sustained  by 
«.  disreputable  officer  who  had  received  an  appoint-     General  Wool  and  President  Lincoln. —  R.  C.  H. 
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whole  inland  Avater  system  of  North  Carolina.  At  this  meeting  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  was  represented  by  General  McC'lellan,  who  had  one  end  of  the 
long  council-table  to  himseK.  After  1  had  finished,  he  di-ew  me  into  con- 
versation about  operations  in  the  Department  of  Yu'ginia,  and  as  I  had 
often  urged  upon  General  Wool  the  importance  of  making  Fort  Monroe 
a  base  for  operations  against  Riclimond,  I  was  fully  prepared  to  answer 
his  questions  or  to  combat  opposition.  At  his  request  I  made  a  rough 
drawing  showing  the  old  road  up  the  peninsula,  -with  a  watei-way  on  each 
side  for  gun-boats  and  general  transportation.  He  listened  attentively  to 
all  I  had  to  say,  talked  but  little  himself,  and  put  my  drawing  in  his 
pocket.  I  have  always  suspected  that  my  animated  advocacy  of  that  route 
may  have  had  something  to  do  with  his  change  of  base  from  Washing- 
ton, and  the  undertaking  of  his  unfoi*tunate  Peninsular  Campaign.  Before 
the  council  dissolved  it  was  decided  to  hold  Hatteras  Inlet  and  to  erect 
suitable  quarters  for  the  forces,  and  I  was  instructed  to  wait  until  neces- 
sary orders  could  be  prepared  before  retiu-ning  to  General  Wool  and  my 
command.  i!^ 

LAND   AND   WATEE    FIGHTING    AT    ROANOKE    ISLAND. 

The  Bm-nside  expedition,  the  naval  part  Ijeiug  i;nder  command  of  Flag- 
Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough,  J  had  concentrated  in  Pamlico  Soimd  liy  the  -ith 
of  February,  and  on  the  5th  the  welcome  signal  was  hoisted  for  the  whole 
command  to  move  up  toward  the  Confederate  stronghold.  About  sundown, 
after  a  charming  day's  sail,  the  fleet  came  to  anchor  for  the  night,  and  stai'ted 
again  early  the  next  morning,  but  in  consequence  of  the  inclemency  of  the 
weather  was  soon  compelled  to  seek  another  anchorage.  On  the  morning 
of  the  7th  the  expedition  got  under  way  very  eaiiy,  the  armed  army  boats 
and  naval  pai't  taking  the  lead  several  miles  in  advance.  By  11  o'clock  the 
fu'st  division  of  army  gun-boats,  under  Commander  Hazard,  arrived  opposite 
the  forts  on  the  west  side  of  Roanoke  Island,  and  commenced  the  bombard- 
ment in  earnest,  and  at  the  same  time  engaged  the  enem.y's  fleet.  As  the 
naval  vessels  arrived  they  went  into  action,  and  by  half-past  11  the  whole 
fleet  of  gun -boats  was  engaged.  The  engagement  between  the  hea\-y  gnus 
lasted  all  day  without  much  damage  having  been  done  to  either  side.  At  the 
close  the  gunners  answered  each  other  with  about  the  same  spirit  displayed 
at  the  commencement.  The  Confederate  forts  had,  however,  fared  better 
than  their  fleet.  The  latter  was  protected  from  an  assault  on  the  pai't  of  our 
vessels  by  a  row  of  piles  di'iven  across  the  naA"igable  part  of  the  channel, 
and  by  sunken  vessels;  but,  notwithstanding  this  protection,  the  accurate 
fire  of  the  Union  fleet  soon  compelled  it  to  retire  out  of  range,  Mith  the  loss 

■^  Captain  W.   H.  Parker,  C.  S.  N.,  who  ooni-  simbonts.  rarryins  one  jnin  eaob.    Two  of  the  small 

maiidcd  the  Beaufort  in  these  waters,  says  in  his  -'t.a.iioi-s.  under  1-1:.?-Oflioor  StrinRliam    should  Have 

.-r.       11     f           t      XT       1  <^/i!        i>    -KT  -v- ■   /--I      1  sweiit  tbe  sounds,  and  n  force  sliouUl  liavc  occupiea 

"  ReeoUections  ot  a  Naval  Oftieer"  (N.  \  .  :  Charles  j.„,,u„te  island  " 

SfHbner's  Sons):  ,  .  .  ,  ...  , 

„,„,                      ,              .     ■  ,  ,     .        .^.  ,.  J  For  lietai  s  of  the  ongin   and  composition  of 

"The  enemy  made  a  eroat  iinstal.i"  m  not  talnnc  iHis-  ,:                ,.  .                   ,             .  ,     ,       ,>            i  r> 

session  of  the  sounds  immediately  after  eai.turin-  Hat-  this  expedition,  see  the  article  by  Ueueral  Bnm- 

teras.    There  was  nothing  to  iinvcut  it  hut  two  small  side,  p.  000. — EDITORS. 
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MAP    OF  THE    OPERATIONS    AT    ROANOKE    ISLAND —FROM    THE    OFFICIAL    RECORDS. 


Captain  W.  H.  Parker,  in  liis  ' '  Recollections  of  a 
Naval  Officer"  (Charles  Seribner's  Sons),  thus  de- 
scribes the  later  Confederate  defenses  of  Croatan 
Sound : 

"  Three  forts  had  been  constructed  on  the  [EoanokeJ 
island  to  protect  tlie  channel.  The  upper  one  was  on 
Weir's  Point,  and  was  named  Fort  Huger.  It  mounted 
12  gnus,  iirlncipally  32-pounders  of  33  ewt.,  and  was  com- 
manded by  Major  John  Taylor,  formerly  of  the  navy. 
About  one  and  three-quarter  miles  below,  on  Pork  Point, 
was  Fort  Bartow ;  it  mounted  7  [9  ?]  gims,  5  of  which 
were  32-iiounders  of  33  cwt.,  and  2  were  rifled  32-ponnd- 
ers.  This  fort,  which  was  the  only  one  subsequently  en- 
gagedin  the  defense,  was  in  charge  of  Lieut.  B.  P.  Loyall, 
of  the  navy.  Between  these  two  points  was  a  small  bat- 
tery. On  the  mainland  opposite  the  island,  at  Redstone 
Point,  was  a  battery  called  Fort  Forrest,  The  guns, 
which  were  32-pounders,  were  mounted  on  the  declt 
of  a  canal-boat  which  had  been  hauled  up  in  the  mud 
and  placed  so  that  the  guns  would  command  the  chan- 
nel. The  channel  itself  was  obstructed  a  little  above 
Vol.  1.    .11 


Fort  Huger  by  piling.  It  was  hoped  that  these  batter- 
ies, with  the  assistance  of  Commodore  Lynch'e  squad- 
ron, would  be  able  to  prevent  the  enemy's  ships  from 
passing  the  island.  The  great  mistalre  on  oui*  part  was 
in  not  choo.sing  the  proper  iioint  at  which  to  dispute  the 
entrance  to  the  sound.  The  fortifications  and  vessels 
should  have  been  at  the  *  marshes,'  a  few  miles  below, 
where  the  channel  is  very  narrow." 

The  attack  by  the  Union  fleet  is  thus  described 
by  Captain  Parker : 

"At  dayUght  the  next  morning,  February  7th,  the 
Apj)omultox  was  dispatched  to  Edenton,  and  as  she  did 
not  return  tUl  sunset,  and  the  Warrior  did  not  take  any 
part  in  the  action,  this  reduced  our  [Confederate]  force 
to  seven  vessels  and  eight  guns.  [See  list,  p.  670.]  At 
9  A.  ii.  we  observed  the  enemy  to  be  imder  way  and 
coming  up,  and  we  formed  'line  abreast,'  in  the  rear  of 
the  obstructions.  At  U :  30  the  fight  commenced  at  long 
range.  The  enemy's  fire  was  aimed  at  Fort  Bartow  and 
our  vessels,  and  we  soon  became  warmly  engaged.  The 
commodore  at  first  directed  his  vessels  to  fall  hack,  in 
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of  one  of  its  vessels.  A  short  time  before  sunset  the  Confederate  boats  came 
near  enough  to  fire  a  few  more  shots,  but  were  again  dinven  oflf,  this  time 
making  theii-  last  appearance  as  a  fleet. 

During  the  fight  between  the  forts  and  the  vessels  the  ai-my  transport  fleet 
was  at  anchor  aljout  three  miles  to  the  south,  prepared  for  landing.  A  little 
after  4  o'clock  the  troops  began  to  land,  General  Foster's  brigade  taking 
the  lead,  followed  by  Reno's  and  Parke's.  By  10  o'clock  a  force  of  about 
7500  strong  had  been  landed.  One  of  the  two  sections  of  a  boat-gun 
battery  manned  by  men  of  the  Union  Coast  Guard,  in  charge  of  Midshipman 
Porter,  was  stationed  well  out  to  the  front,  supported  by  the  21st  Massa- 
chusetts ;  the  othei'  troops  bivouacked  in  an  open  field,  where  before  morning 
they  were  thoroughly  drenched  l)y  a  most  uncomfortable  cold  rain. 

The  morning  was  cold  and  cheerless  and  the  breakfast  was  poor,  but 
the  troops  were  in  fine  spirits.  Foster  was  the  fii'st  to  move,  the  2.5th 
Massachusetts  in  the  advance,  followed  by  Midshij^man  Porters  guns.  The 
enemy's  pickets  gi-aduaUy  retu'ed  into  an  earth-work  mounting  thi-ee  guns, 
situated  in  the  center  of  a  morass,  flanked  on  each  side  by  an  almost 
impenetrable  swamp,  and  protected  in  front  by  an  open  field  of  deep  mud, 
in  part  covered  by  fallen  trees  with  their  limbs  cut  short  and  sharpened. 

General  Foster,  as  soon  as  he  reached  the  earth-work,  placed  his  troops  and 
the  boat-gims  in  position,  and  by  8  o'clock  the  attack  had  commenced  in 
earnest.  But  no  efi'ective  work  was  done  until  General  Reno  came  up  and 
with  the  21st  Massachusetts,  the  51st  New  York,  and  the  9th  New  Jersey 
began  his  effective  attack  upon  the  Confederate  right.  With  gi-eat  diffi- 
culty he  penetrated  the  swamji,  covered  mth  its  thick  interwoven  gi'owth  of 
briers,  shrubs,  and  trees.     At  length  he  succeeded  in  deliveiing  his  fire  from 

tlie  hope  of  (IraAving  tlie  enemy  under  the  tire  of  Forts  that  the  enemy's  troops  were  landiu?  to  the  south- 

Hugcr  and  Forrest ;  but  as  they  did  not  attempt  to  ad-  ward  of  Pork  Point,  under  the  guns  of  a  division  of 

vancc,  and  evidently  liad  no  intention  of  passing  the  their  fleet,  and  eonld  not  iKTceive  that  any  sueoeiisful 

obstructions,  we  took  up  our  first  position  and  kept  it  resistance  was  being  made  to  it.    A  little  after  snnset 

during  the  day.    At  2  P.  M.  the  firing  was  hot  and  heavy,  the  firing  ceased  on  both  sides,  and  as  we  felt  sure  the 

anil  cMintiuued  so  until  sunset.    Our  gunners  had  had  tio  enemy  would  not  attempt  to  pass  the  obstructions  by 

practice  with  their  rifled  guns,  and  oiu*  tiring  was  not  night,  as  he  had  declined  to  attempt  them  by  day.  we 

what  it  should  h.ave  been.    It  was  entirel.v  too  rapid,  ran  in  and  anchored  under  Fort  Forrest.    .    .    .    Soon 

.and  not  particularly   accurate.    Early  in  the  fight  the  after  we  anchored  signal  was  made  by  the  flag-ship  for 

Forrrxl  was  disabled  in  her  machinery,  and  her  gallant  the  captains  to  report  on  board.     Upon  my  eiiterine  the 

ycmiiL' captain.  Lieutenant  Hoole,  badly  wounded  in  the  cabin  I  was  informed  by  fouiniodore  I.yneh  that  we 

head  by  a  piece  cit  sluU.    She  got  in  under  Fort  Fonest  must  retreat  from  Roanoke  Island.    Much  surprised  and 

and  aiuluirid.    ••^omc  time  in  the  afternoon,  in  the  hot-  mortitiid.  I  asked  why,  and  was  (old  that  the  ve«.«cls 

test  of  the  tire,  ret'nforcemeiits  arrived  from  Aviso's  bri-  geni'rally  were  out  of  anmiuiiition.    A  council  was  held 

gade,  and  were  landed   on  the  island.     The  Eiehniond  as  to  whether   the  vessels  should  r<>tr<>nt  to  Norfolk, 

Blues,  Captain  O.  .Tennings  Wise,  were,  I  think,  a  part  through  the  Chesapeake  and  Albemarle  raunl.  or  S"  to 

of  this  force.     Pork   Point  Battery  kept  up  a  constant  Elizabeth  City,  on  the  Pasquotank  River.    Wc  would 

Are  (Ui  the  fleet,  and  the  enemy  could  not  silence  it.  The  have  saved  the  vessels  by  goingto  the  former  placv*.  but 

garrison  stootl  to  their  guns  like  men,  encouraged  by  the  the  commodore's  orders  were  to  do  his  utmost  to  defend 

spiritetl   exanii>le   of  their  instructor.  Lieutenant  B.  P.  the  waters  of  Xorth  Carolina  ;  so  we  decided  to  g\»  to  the 

Loyall.     Forts  linger  ami  Forrest  did  not  tire,  the  ene-  latter,  where  it  was  understoml  n  fort  had  bwn  Iniilt  to 

my  being  out  of  rau'.'c  ;  but  the  small  battery  between  protect  the  town.     Eli7.al>eth  City  was  the  terminus  of 

Pork  Point  and  Weir's    Point  tired  an  occasional  gun  the  Pismal  Swamp  Cannl,  and  we  hoiVMl  to  g^'t  ammnnl- 

during  the  day.    Toward  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  a  tion  that  way  from  Xorfidk  in  time  to  act  in  coiyunrtion 

shot  or  shell  struck  the  hurricane-deck  of  the  f'lirtnr  with  the  fort.     I  was  sent  to  Koanoke  Island  to  eommn- 

[Captain  Hunter]  in  its  descent,  and  went  thi-ough  her  nieate  all  this  to  Colonel  Shaw,  and  confess  did  not  relish 

dicks  and    hottnni   as  (hiiu!.'h  they  had  been  made  of  my  mission.    It  looked  too  mtich  like  leaving  the  .iniiy 

paper      Unnter  put  his  vessel  ashore,  immediately  in  in  the  lurch,  and  .vet  to  have  remained  without  animu- 

front  of    Fori    Forrest,   connilelcly  masking  its  guns,  nilion  would  have  been  mer<>  folly.    .    .    .    I  met  Colonel 

and  wc  could  not  lire  her  for  fear  of  burning  up  the  Shaw  at  his  qnartors.  ami  statiil  the  facts  in  n'lation  to 

battery,  which,  as  I  have  said,  was  Imilt  on  an  old  the  vessels  ondtheu  retunuHl  to  the  Broi</nr/.  .\11  lights 

eanal-biiat.     .     .     .     Wc.  in  the  7>V<ii//'o)V.  did  our  best  in  weiv  now  extinguished,  niul  the  sqn.tdron  got  under 

maiiilaining  nor  position.     About     I   i\  m.  I  observed  way  for  IClizabelh  City." 
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an  unexpected  di- 
rection upon  the 
enemy  inside  the 
work.  They 
tiu'ned  theii'  guns 
upon  his  troops, 
but  failed  to  drive 
them  from  their 
position.  While 
General  Reno  was 
maintaining  the 
left  attack,  Gen- 
eral Foster,  with 
the  25th  Massa- 
chusetts and  10th 
Connecticut,  was 
making  a  serious 
demonstration  in 
front ;  and  the 
23dand27thMas- 
sachusetts,  later 
with  the  51st 
Pennsylvania, 
were  trjang  to 
penetrate  the 
almost  impassa- 
ble wood  and 
swamp  in  the 
far-off  front  of 
the  earth  -  work 
for  the  pui'pose 
of  getting  on 
the  enemy's  left. 
"While  engaged 
in  this  move- 
ment, the  Massachusetts  troops  encountered  a  battalion  of  the  enemy  and 
(h'ove  them  inside  theii'  work. 

About  11  o'clock  General  Parke  with  his  brigade  arrived  upon  the  field, 
and  the  4th  Rhode  Island  was  ordered  to  follow  the  regiments  making  the 
demonstration  on  the  enemy's  left.  "  The  9th  New  York  regiment,  arri\dng 
upon  the  gTound,  was  ordered  to  follow."  ..."  The  regiment,  under  the 
lead  of  the  colonel,  Rush  C.  Hawkins,  entered  the  clearing  with  great  spirit." 
Nearly  two  companies  had  succeeded  in  getting  into  the  clearing  immediately 
in  front  of  the  earth- work,  where  the  mud  was  more  than  ankle-deep,  and 
where  they  were  receiving  the  undivided  attention  of  the  enemy's  three 
pieces  of  artillery,  and  getting  a  shot  now  and  then  from  the  infantry.     It 


M  U>    OF    THE     B  ITTLE  FIELD 

(IF  koa:soivE  island   fee 

El  U  T  8TH  lf>b2  DK IWN 
Bl  LIEUT  ■W  s  A^DKE«S 
OF  THE  1TH  N  T  PUB 
LI^HED  B\  iUTHORITT  OF 
Till     SECRET  1R\    OF  W\E 
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was  at  this  point  that  Colouel  De  Mouteil  was  killed.  Seeing  that  it  would 
be  almost  imiiossible  to  get  thi'ough  the  deep  mud,  I  had  made  up  my  mind 
to  face  to  the  front  and  make  an  effort  to  charge  the  woi-k,  and  after  a 
moment's  consultation  with  Lieutenant-Colonel  Betts  and  Captain  Jardine, 
who  commanded  the  right  comiiany,  I  ordered  my  bugler  to  sound  the  charge. 
At  that  moment  I  heard  a  great  cheer  down  the  line,  and,  looking  in  that 
direction,  tliscovered  that  Major  Kimball  had  liroken  the  regiment  in  two 
parts  and  was  heading  the  left  companies  in  a  direct  charge  np  a  causeway 
running  through  the  center  of  the  field  of  fallen  timber  directly  to  the  sally- 
port covered  by  a  24-pounder  howitzer.  Soon  the  right  com]ianies  joined, 
and  all  entered  the  work,  pell-mell,  together.  As  the  column  advanced, 
the  men  crowded  each  other  from  the  causeway,  and  soon  the  whole  front  of 
the  work  was  covered  with  an  animated  sea  of  red  fezzes.  The  men  of  Com- 
pany C  wei'e  the  first  to  cross  the  ditch  and  enter  the  work.  About  the  same 
time,  the  '21st  Massachusetts  and  the  51st  New  York  came  into  the  work  from 
the  left. 

The  officers  of  those  two  regiments  claimed  that  their   coloi-s   were  tlie 
first  oil  tlic  ]i;irapet;  if  so,  it  was  because  the  colors  of  tlie  !ltli  New  York 
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were  iu  the  center  of  the  column  and  did  not  get  into  the  work  with  the  men 
on  the  right  who  led  the  charge.  The  regiments  sent  around  to  outflank 
the  enemy's  left  arrived  at  their  objective  point  about  the  time  the  decisive 
ehai'ge  was  made,  and  were  entitled  to  a  fail'  share  of  credit  for  the  success- 
ful day's  work. 

The  commands  of  Generals  Foster  and  Reno  pursued  the  enemy  to  a 
point  near  the  northern  end  of  the  island,  where  an  unconditional  surrender 
was  consummated.  Soon  after  leaving  the  earth- work  my  regiment  deflected 
to  the  right  and  succeeded  in  capturing  two  boat-loads  of  the  Richmond 
Bhies,  among  them  O.  Jennings  Wise,  trjdng  to  escape  to  Nag's  Head,  on 
the  opposite  shoi'e.  Company  B  in  the  meantime  had  taken  possession  of 
a  two-gun  battery  at  Shallowbag  Bay.  Wise,  severely  wounded,  was  carried 
to  a  farm-house,  where  he  received  the  best  attention  attainable,  but  died 
the  next  morning,  defiant  to  the  last,  and  wishing  he  had  more  lives  to  lose 
in  the  defense  of  the  Confederacy.  Among  the  results  of  these  two  days' 
fighting  were  the  cajature  of  2675  ofificers  and  men  of  the  Confederate  army 
and  5  forts  mounting  32  heavy  guns,  the  complete  possession  of  Roanoke 
Island,  and  with  it  the  control  of  the  inland  waters  of  North  Carolina.  % 
[For  losses,  see  p.  679.] 

THE   TWO   SQUADRONS   AT   ELIZABETH   CITY. 

The  Confederate  fleet,  known  as  the  "  mosquito  fleet,"  was  under  command 
of  Commodore  William  F.  Lynch,  who,  after  firing  one  of  his  own  steamers,  the 
Curlew.!  and  blowing  up  Fort  Forrest,  a  work  situated  opposite  Roanoke  Island 
on  the  mainland,  retreated  up  the  Pasquotank  River,  and  concentrated  his  ves- 
sels behind  a  f  om'-gun  battery  at  a  point  a  short  distance  below  Elizabeth  City. 

At  8  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  February  10th  Commander  Rowan  came 
up  with  the  Union  fleet,  and  the  rebels  ojiened  fire  upon  him  at  a  long  range. 
The  Union  forces  continued  their  course  uninterrupted  by  the  enemy's  fire 
until  within  three-fourths  of  a  mile  of  their  position,  when  they  opened  fir-e 
and  dashed  on  at  full  speed.  In  a  few  minutes  five  of  the  enemy's  six 
vessels  were  either  captured  or  destroyed,  and  Elizabeth  City  was  in  posses- 
sion of  the  naval  forces.  |  Two  days  later  a  small  naval  division  under 
Lieutenant  Alexander  Murray  took  possession  of  Edenton. 

3>  The  Confederate  commander  at  Roanoke  Isl-  between  General  Wise  and  Flag-Offioer  Lynch, 
and  was  General  Henry  A.  Wise,  who,  on  the  7th  General  Wise  being  ill  at  Nag's  Head  on  the  day 
of  January,  1862,  had  assumed  command  of  the  of  the  battle,  the  Confederate  troops  on  the  field 
Chowan  district.  General  Benjamin  Huger  being  were  under  command  of  Colonel  H.  M.  Shaw, 
in  command  of  the  department,  that  of  Norfolk,  who  says  in  his  report :  "An  unceasing  and  eflfeet- 
The  official  relations  of  the  two  generals  were  ive  fire  was  kept  up  from  7  A.  M.  until  12:20, 
somewhat  strained,  and  the  responsibility  for  this  when,  our  artillery  ammunition  having  been  ex- 
disaster  was  afterward  the  subject  of  reerimina-  hausted  and  our  right  flanks  having  been  turned 
tion  between  them.  General  Wise  claimed  that  by  an  overwhelming  force  of  the  enemy,  I  was 
he  had  been  deprived  of  his  artillery  by  reason  compelled  to  yield  the  place." 
of  the  countermanding  of  his  orders  by  General 

Huger,  and  that,  iu  general,  there  had  been  culpa-  4-  Of  this  engagement  Captain  Parker,  C.  S.  N., 

ble  neglect  on  the  part  of  the  Confederate  authori-  in  liis  "Recollections  of  a  Naval  Officer,"  writes 

ties  to  aid  the  defense  of  Roanoke  Island.   "  Noth-  as  follows  : 

ing!  nothing!!  nothing!!!"  he  said.     "That  was  ..The  enemy  were  eomiug  up  at  full  speed  and  our 

the  disease  which  brought  disaster  at  Roanoke  Isl-  vessels  were  under  weigh  ready  to  abide  the  shock,  when 

and."      There  was  also  lack  of  cordial  agreement  a  boat  came  off  from  the  shore  with  the  bearer  of  a  dls- 
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The  morning  of  Febraary  9th,  having  heard  that  a  portion  of  the  command 
of  General  Hemy  A.  Wise  still  remained  at  Nag's  Head,  General  Parke 
ordered  that  I  should  take  a  battalion  of  my  regiment,  proceed  to  that  point, 
and,  if  possible,  effect  their  captiu-e.  When  we  arrived  at  the  place  of  debar- 
kation we  were  sui'prised  to  meet  with  no  resistance  to  om-  landing.  The  fact 
was  sufficiently  accounted  for  when  we  learned  that  Wise  with  his  whole  com- 
mand had  retreated  northward  at  sundown  the  day  before. 

From  the  time  of  the  capture  of  Roanoke  Island  stories  had  come  frequently 
to  the  Union  commanders  setting  forth  the  loyalty  of  the  citizens  of  the  town 
of  Winton  on  the  Chowan  River,  and  theii"  desire  to  seiwe  the  Union  cause. 
On  the  18th  of  Februaiy  an  expedition  of  eight  gun-boats  under  Com- 
mander Rowan,  and  a  land  force  of  which  I  had  charge,  started  for  the  Chowan 
River,  for  the  pui-pose  of  encouraging  oiu'  friends  at  Winton  and  desti'oying 
two  important  bridges  of  the  Seaboard  and  Roanoke  Raikoad.  The  moiTiing 
of  the  19th  we  began  to  ascend  the  river,  and  as  I  had  never  believed  in  the 
tales  regarding  the  loyalty  of  the  Wiutoniaus,  from  the  time  of  enteiing 
the  river,  I  assumed  the  position  of  volunteer  lookout  from  the  cross-trees 
of  the  mainmast  of  the  steamer  Delaware.  The  day  was  beautiful,  the 
sail  charming,  and  ail  went  well  until  about  half-past  3  o'clock.  The 
steamer  had  "slowed  down"  and  taken  a  sheer  in  toward  the  Winton  whart', 
where  a  negro  woman  stood  wa\dug  a  rag,  when  from  my  lofty  perch  I  dis- 
covered the  glistening  of  many  musket-barrels  among  the  short  shrubs  that 
covered  the  high  bank,  and  farther  back  two  pieces  of  artillery  in  position. 
I  shouted  to  the  astonished  native  pilot  at  the  helm,  "  Ring  on,  sheer  off, 
rebels  on  shore ! "  fully  half  a  dozen  times  before  he  could  comprehend  my 
meauing.  At  last  he  rang  on  full  speed,  changed  his  course,  and  cleared 
the  wharf  by  about  ten  feet.     At  that  moment  the  enemy  opened  fii-e,  and 

patch  fonno.  It  read:  '  Captain  Parker,  with  the  crew  on  tbeir  side  of  the  river.  Tlie /"f/iini/ was  mn  on  short* 
of  I  he  IScinifiivt,  wiU  at  once  take  cliarge  of  the  fort. —  and  blown  \ip  by  her  commauder.  who  with  his  crew 
Lyndi.'  •  Where  the  devil,' I  asked,  '  are  the  men  who  escaped  to  the  shore.  .  .  .  Captain  Sims,  of  the 
were  in  the  fort?'  'AH  run  away.'  said  the  messenger,  .tyj/jowio^ox.kept  up  a  sharp  fire  from  his  bow  gun  until 
.  .  .  Upon  getting  into  the  tort  I  hastily  commenced  it  was  accidentally  spiked ;  and  he  then  had  to  mn  for 
stationing  the  men  at  the  guns,  an<l  as  quickly  as  pos-  it.  He  had  a  howitzer  aft  which  he  kept  in  ph»y;  hut 
siljlo  opened  fire  upon  the  advancing  enemy.  Some  of  npon  arriving  at  the  nnuith  of  the  eaunl  he  found  his 
the  oBlcers  and  men  of  the  Fnrrrst  made  their  wa.v  to  us  vessel  was  about  liro  hiclirs  too  wide  to  enter;  ho  there- 
upon learning  that  the  uiilitla  hail  Hid.  I  must  not  for-  fore  set  her  on  tire,  and  she  blew  up.  The  Bfoii/or/ got 
get  to  sa.vthat  the  engineer  olticir  who  had  been  sent  through  to  Norfolk. 

from  Riclimond  for  service  in  the  fort  remained  bravely  "We  in  the  fort  saw  this  work  of  destruction  going 

at  his  post.   .    ,    .    I  found  Commodore  L.vnch  on  shore:  on  without  being  able  to  prevent  it.    As  soon  as  the 

his  boat  had  been  cut  iu  two  by  a  shot  and  he  covild  not  vessels  passed  the  fort  we  could   not  bring  a  gun  to 

get  oft"  to  his  ship,  as  he  infornu'd  me :  and  he  further-  bear  on  them,  and  a  shot  fi-om  them  would  have  t.aken 

more  said  I  was  to  command  the  fort  without  reference  us  in  reverse.    A  few  rounds  of  graiK>  would  have  killed 

to  his  being  there  — that  if  he  saw  an  opportunit.v  to  get  and  wounded  all  the  men  iu  the  fort,  for  the  distance 

iitrtii  the  Srnhiril,  ho  should  embrace  it.     The  enemy's  was  only  a  few  hundred  yards.    Se»nng  this.  I  dirt^lMl 

vessels  caine  ou  at  full  speed  under  a  heavy  fire  from  .Tohnson   to  spike   the   guns,  to  order   every    man    to 

ourMssils  and  the  fort.    The  lire  from  the  latter  was  shoulder  his  musket,  and  tlien  t«  take  down  the  flag. 

iiirtVi  rtual.      The  officers  and  men  were  conl  enouirh  ;  "  All  this  was  piiunptly  and  coolly  done,  and  nixm  the 

lint  I  hey  had  uol  hail  time  to  look  about   thi-ni.     Every-  fact  being  reported    to  mi'  by  .Tohnson.    I  ix>int<-<i  to 

Ihiii^'was  in  bad  working  order,  and  it  was  difficult  to  some  woods    in   our  ri^ar  and    told  him   to  make  the 

triin  the  guns.         .     .    rommodnrc  Tvinvan's  steamers  best  of    his  way  there  with    the  eonnnand.     All   this 

did  mil  reply  to  our  tire  until  quite  close;  and  without  time  Counnodon^  T.vnch  had  stood  quietly  looking  on. 

slackening  their  speed  they  passed  the  fort  and  fell  upon  but  without  uttering  a  word.     As  his  cnmmand  had 

iinr  vessels.     They  made  short  work  of  them.    The  Sra-  .tust  been  destroyed  under  his  eyes,  T  knew  pn-lty  well 

hinl  was  rannneil  and  sunk  by  the  rnmmnilorr  I'm-i/.  what  his  feelings  wen\    Tumine  to  hiui  !  said:  Tom- 

I'he    i:ilh   was  i;iplureil  afler  a   desperate  defense,  in  modoiv.  I  have  onlerod  the  fort  evaennted.'    •Wniyeo. 

which  her  gallant  ennnnander.  ,Tames  Cooke,  was  liadly  sir?'    he  demanded.     I  pointed   out   the  condition  of 

wiMindod.     The  schooner  7?/rtrA-  Warrior  was  set  on  tiro  affairs  I  have  Just  stated,  and  he  acquiesced.     Ami  in 

and  abandouod,  her  ercw  escaping  through  the  marshes  ami,  we  followed  the  retrcafiug  men." 
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before  we  passed  out  of  range  the  low  guards,  wheel-liouse,  aud  masts  of 
tlie  Delaware  were  riddled.  My  descent  from  the  cross-trees,  with  only  the 
mast  to  protect  my  body,  was  rapid  and  not  graceful ;  ratlines  and  shrouds 
were  cut  by  bullets  as  I  went  down,  and  my  escape  without  injury  was  one 
of  the  every-day  mii-acles  of  war. 

The  Union  forces  withdrew  down  the  river  and  anchored.     Early  the  next 

morning  we  returned,  and  after  some  pre- 
liminary shelling,  my  regiment  with  two 
boat-howitzers  were  landed,  the  enemy 
was  driven  out,  and  the  town  was  occu- 
pied. We  soon  discovered  that  the  court- 
house and  several  other  buildings  were  in 
use  for  barracks  and  store-houses  for 
army  supplies.  They  were  all  fired. 
Then  the  expedition  retm-ned  to  Roanoke 
Island. 
*^<,*'  :  The  Winton  expedition  was,   for  the 

time  being,  the  last  of  active  operations 
having  Roanoke  Island  for  a  base.  The 
army  forces  on  shore  were  enjoying  a 
period  of  luxurious  rest,  while  the  naval 
•»••'  vessels  were  making  pleasant  excursions 

to  the  towns  on  the  shores  of  the  sounds 
before  embarking  in  an  enterprise  second 
only  in  importance  to  the  capture  of  Roanoke  Island.  It  was  an  open  secret 
that  the  next  move  would  be  against  New  Berne,  a  small  city  on  the  Neuse 
River. 

The  morning  of  the  10th  of  March  {  a  letter  was  handed  to  me  from  General 
Burnside  containing  the  information  that  a  new  brigade,  composed  of  the  9th 
and  89th  New  York  and  the  6th  New  Hampshire,  and  designated  as  the  Fourth, 
had  been  formed  for  duty  at  Roanoke  Island,  which  was  to  be  left  under  my 
command  for  the  protection  of  that  post.  The  formation  of  this  new  brigade 
was  the  culmination  of  preparations  for  the  departui-e  of  the  New  Berne 
expedition. 

THE  BATTLE  OF  NEW  BEENE. 


VICE-ADMIRAL  ! 


The  morning  of  the  11th  the  force  detailed  for  the  attack  upon  that  city 
embarked  and  that  night,  with  the  naval  forces,  rendezvoused  at  Hatteras  Inlet. 
On  the  12th  an  early  start  was  made,  and  that  evening  the  whole  fleet  anchored 
off  the  mouth  of  Slocum's  Creek,  about  sixteen  miles  below  New  Berne. 

The  next  morning  was  as  unpleasant  as  a  cold  penetrating  rain  and  dark  sky 
could  make  it,  but,  notwithstanding,  at  6:30,  after  some  preliminary  shelling 
of  woods  near  the  landing,  the  troops  began  to  disembark,  the  majority 

^  The  9tb  of  March  had  been  clear  and  sunny,  quite  distinctly,  the  roar  of  the  guns  engaged  in 
with  a  light  breeze  from  the  north.  Although  I  was  the  action  between  the  Merriinac  and  the  Union. 
atRoanokelsland,  some  eighty  miles  away,  I  heard,     fleet,  including  the  Monitor. —  E.  C.  H. 
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going  ill  small  boats,  while  others  in  their  eagerness  for  the  fray  jumped,  from 
the  transports,  which  were  fast  on  the  mud  bottoms,  and,  holding  theii-  car- 
ti-idge-}>oxes  and  muskets  over  their  heads,  waded  to  th<'  land.  In  addition  to 
the  13  regiments  of  infantry,  8  pieces  of  artillery  were  landed,  6  in  charge 
of  Lieutenant  McCook,  of  the  navy,  and  2  commanded  by  Captains  Dayton 
and  Bennett,  of  the  Marine  Ai'tillei-y. 

The  enemy  had  chosen  a  strong  position,  well  calculated  for  defensive  pm- 
poses.  On  Otter  Creek,  about  seven  miles  w[)  the  river  from  the  mouth  of 
Slocum's  Creek,  they  had  a  line  of  intreuchments  reaching  from  the  Xeuse 
River  to  the  Atlantic  and  North  Carolina  Railroad ;  two  miles  beyond  they  had 
erected  a  strong  field-work  for  preventing  a  landing  at  that  point ;  three  miles 
farther  on  there  was  a  batteiy  mounting  4  heay\-  guns, 
but  beaiing  upon  the  liver ;  and  one  mile  farther  up  to- 
ward New  Berne  was  their  long  line  of  sti-ong  works, 
the  chief  defense  against  an  attack  ui^on  that  city.  Fort 
Thompson,  a  large  and  carefully  planned  flanking  bas- 
tion, located  on  the  liver,  and  moimting  13  hea\y 
guns,  the  enemy's  extreme  left,  was  the  commencement 
of  then-  main  line  of  lireastworks,  which  extended  a 
mile  and  a  cxuarter  to  the  railroad;  and  commencing 
the  other  side  of  the  raih'oad  was  another  series  of  de- 
fensive works,  consisting  of  rifle-pits  and  detached 
intreuchments  in  the  form  of  redans  and  lunettes,  that 
terminated  in  a  '2-g'un  battery,  about  two  miles  fi'om 
co.NFEDEitATE  FORCES  AT  .NEW   Fort  Thoiupsou.     All  wciv  located  upon  a  low,  swanipv 

BERNE.      KILLED    .\T    ANTIETAM,  -l  m  T  4?  4-1  "  4-        +1  "l  1 

SEPT.  n,  1862.  soil.     The  line  trom  the  river  to  the  railroad  was  pro- 

FROJI  A  PHOTOGRAPH.  ij.11  ^•  j.    ^  11  •  •         e  J-  lil 

tected  by  a  ditch  ana  clearing  in  trout,  and  the  one 
beyond  by  a  swamp  and  underbrush  along  its  whole  length.  These  works 
were  armed  with  41  heavy  guns  and  19  field-pieces,  and  had  between 
7000  and  8000  men  for  thek  defense.  In  the  river,  opposite  Fort  Thompson, 
and  crossing  its  channel,  were  a  double  row  of  pUes  and  many  sunken  vessels, 
formidable  obstructions,  to  assist  the  fort  in  preventing  an  attack  upon  New 
Berne  from  the  river.  The  naval  forces  moved  up  the  river  along  with  the 
troops  while  the  light  guns  on  shore  were  being  tb'agged  through  the  deep 
mud  of  the  road.  The  first  day's  march  took  the  whole  Union  force  lieyoud 
the  second  deserted  woi'k,  where  the  advance  came  in  contact  ^\■ith  the 
enemy's  pickets.  It  being  then  8  o'clock,  a  halt  was  ordereil  for  the  night, 
and  the  weary,  liuugry  troops  found  a  soldiers'  resting-pla<-e  in  the  mud,  with 
no  better  covering  than  a  continuous  downpour  of  cohi  water.  The  eight 
pieces  of  artillery,  although  assisted  on  their  way  by  the  whole  of  the  51st 
Pennsylvania,  did  not  arrive  on  the  ground  until  3  o'clock  the  foUowiug 
morning.     [See  map,  p.  651.] 

During  the  night  it  was  ascertained  from  pickets,  negroes,  and  otliei-s  that 
the  enemy's  fortified  liii(>  was  not  far  oft" ;  and  early  on  the  morning  of  the 
14th  tlie  positions  of  the  Union  forces  were  designated  preimratory  to  a  for- 
ward movement  for  nttaek.     (leneral  Foster  was  to  move  up  the  country 
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BOMBAKDMENT    OF    THE     COSrEDERATE   FORT    THOMPSON    DURING    THE    BATTLE    OF    NEW  BERNE. 
FROM   A  WAR-TIME    SKETCH. 

road  and  attack  tlie  enemy's  left ;  Greneral  Reno  was  to  advance  by  the  rail- 
road and  attempt  to  turn  the  rebel  right ;  while  General  Parke  was  to  follow 
on  the  country  road  as  a  reserve,  or  to  operate  in  the  center.  The  heads  of 
the  two  advancing  columns  soon  came  within  range,  and  a  disposition  of  the 
troops  for  a  general  engagement  was  immediately  consummated.  The  25th 
Massachusetts  had  the  extreme  right ;  second  in  line  came  the  24th  Massa- 
chusetts, its  left  resting  on  the  country  road,  which  was  occupied  by  the 
artillery  commanded  by  Captain  Dayton  and  Lieutenant  McCook.  The  27th 
Massachusetts,  with  its  right  resting  on  the  country  road,  was  joined  on  its 
left  by  the  23d  Massachusetts,  the  whole  parallel  with  the  enemy's  works.  The 
artillery  and  right  regiments  opened  the  engagement  before  those  on  the  left 
of  the  road  got  into  position.  The  10th  Connecticut  Volunteers,  arriving  a 
little  after  the  others,  was  ordered  to  the  left  of  the  23d.  The  action  along 
the  whole  of  General  Foster's  front  had  now  commenced  in  earnest.  The 
27th  Massachusetts  soon  exhausted  its  short  supply  of  ammunition,  and  was 
replaced  by  the  11th  Connecticut,  which  had  been  ordered  by  General  Parke 
to  assist  in  bringing  up  the  guns. 

Early  in  the  morning  General  Reno,  on  the  left,  moved  his  brigade  along  the 
railroad  in  the  following  order :  21st  Massachusetts,  51st  New  York,  9th  New 
Jersey,  and  51st  Pennsylvania.  The  first  encounter,  about  8  o'clock,  was  with 
a  large  detachment  of  the  enemy  who  were  bringing  a  gun  to  bear  on  the  rail- 
road. This  move  was  checked  by  a  well-maintained  fire  from  the  Union 
skirmishers,  and  soon  after  the  right  wing  of  the  21st  Massachusetts,  under 
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Lieutenant-Colouel  Clark,  charged  through  an  opening  and  captured  a  brick- 
kiln within  the  enemy's  line.  The  other  regiments  of  the  Ijrigade  were  now 
Ijrought  into  line  on  the  left  of  the  21st  Massachusetts,  with  the  51st  Pennsyl- 
vania in  reserve,  supporting  the  extreme  left  of  the  Une.  On  this  jjart  of  the 
field  the  action  lasted  for  about  three  and  a  half  hours,  when  the  regiments 
engaged  had  expended  nearly  all  theii*  ammunition.  At  that  time  the  right 
wing  of  the  51st  Pennsylvania,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  T.  S.  Bell,  was 
ordered  to  relieve  the  51st  New  York,  which  had  suffered  severely,  to  pa.ss 

in  front  of  it,  deliver  one  voUey,  and  then 
charge  the  enemy's  works.  This  order  was 
gallantly  executed.  At  the  same  time  the 
other  wing  of  the  51st  Pennsylvania  and 
the  9th  New  Jersey  charged  the  intrench- 
ments,  and  the  enemy  fled  from  their  entii'e 
left,  lea\T.ng  fifty  prisoners.  Just  then 
General  Reno  discovered  the  Stars  and 
Stripes  wa^sdug  from  the  works  far  off  to 
liis  right. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Clark,  after  captur- 
ing the  brick-kiln,  moved  along  the  inside 
of  the  works  toward  the  right,  came  upon 
a  light  Ijattery  of  sixteen  pieces  which  he 
captured,  but  was  driven  back  by  an  over- 
whelming force  of  infantry. 

General  Parke's  lirigade,  consisting  of 
the  -tth  and  5th  Rhode  Island  and  the 
8th  and  11th  Connecticut  regiments,  was 
assigned  to  the  center  in  supporting  distance  of  either  end  of  the  line,  but 
this  command  was  destined  to  play  a  more  important  part  than  merely 
supporting  the  troops.  Soon  after  getting  under  fire  Colonel  Rodman,  with 
the  4th  Rhode  Island,  offered  to  charge  through  an  opening  left  in  the  in- 
trenchments  for  the  railroad  to  pass  through.  The  offer  was  accepted,  and 
the  8th  Connecticut  and  the  5th  Rhode  Island  were  ordered  to  his  support. 
Passing  the  rifle-pits,  he  entered  tlie  rear  of  the  iutrenchments,  mo\'ing  toward 
the  right,  capturing  nine  brass  guns  and  driving  the  enemy  from  his  intrenched 
position  l)etween  the  railroad  and  the  river.  Simultaneously  ^-ith  the  move- 
ment of  Colonel  Rodman,  General  Foster  made  a  charge  along  his  whole  front, 
when  the  enemy  retreated.  Diu-ing  the  greater  part  of  the  action  the  gun-boats 
cooperated  by  shelling  the  woods  in  the  rear  of  the  works.  Rodman's 
soldierly  movement  was  the  culminating  point  of  the  day,  and  ended  a  battle 
most  creditable  for  all  the  Union  troops  and  the  officers  who  connnandeii 
them.     Immediately  after  the  close  of  the  action.  New  Berne  was  occuined. 

When  the  strength  of  the  position  is  taken  into  considei'ation,  the  fatigue 
of  the  Union  forces,  and  the  great  difficulties  they  had  to  encounter  in  mak- 
ing an  infantry  attack  against  a  strong  intrenched  position,  it  is  astonishing 
that  tliev  came  out   of   ihv  action   with  a   loss  of   oidv  W  killed  anil  .■>80 
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wounded.  The  loss  to  the  enemy  was  9  forts,  mounting  41  heavy  guns,  over 
2  miles  of  intrenchments,  with  19  field-pieces  in  position,  6  32-pounders 
not  mounted,  over  300  prisoners,  more  than  1000  stand  of  small  arms,  tents 
and  barracks  for  10,000  troops,  a  large  amount  of  army  supplies  and  naval 
stores,  and  the  control  of  the  second  commercial  city  in  the  State  of  North 
Carolina.  The  enemy's  loss  in  kiUed,  wounded,  prisoners,  and  missing  was 
about  578.  This  complete  success,  coming  so  soon  after  that  of  Roanoke 
Island,  created  an  esjrrit  de  corps  among  the  troops  of  the  "Coast  Division" 
which  they  maintained  to  the  end  of  their  army  career.  \ 

\  The   Confederate   forces   in  this   engagement  less  than  half  that  number  of  worn  and  broken  shovels 

were  all  North  Carolinians,  and  were  commanded  •'""i  a^es,  without  picks  or  grubbing-hoes.    If  the  fate 

,      „  1  T    /-iir)   T3  X.      1,       ■         ■     1,  •      «:   •   1  of  Ne w  Berue  shall  prevent  a  similar  supineness  on  the 

by  General  L.  O'B.  Branch,  who  gives  m  his  oifieial  ^^^  ^^  ^,y^^^^_  and  especially  slave-owners,  elsewhere, 

report  this  account  of  the  battle  :  It  wiU  be  fortunate  for  the  country.  .   .   .  At  about  7: 30 

"The  defensive  works  were  located  and  eonsti-ucted  o'clock,  Friday  morning,  the  tire  opened  along  the  line 

before  I  assumed  command.   The  troops  under  my  com-  from  the  railroad  to  the  river.    I  soon  received  a  raes- 

mand  had  performed  a  large  amount  of  work,  but  it  sage  from  Colonel  Lee  [commanding  the   Confederate 

was  mainly  on  the  river  defenses,  which  were  not  as-  left  wing]  that  the  enemy  were  attempting  to  turn  our 

sailed  by  the  enemy.    They  had  been  originally  planned  left.    This  proved  to  be  a  feint,  as  I  replied  to  him  that 

for  a  force  much  larger  than  any  ever  placed  at  my  I  thought  it  would.     The  next  incident  of  the  battle 

disposal,  and  I  was  for  six  weeks  engaged  in  making  wastheappearanceof  the  enemy's  skirmishers  in  front  of 

the  necessary  changes  to  contract  them,  but  the  failure  Vance  [26th  N.  C),  and  eonseauently  on  the  prolongation 

of  all  my  efforts  to  obtain  implements  and  tools  with  of  thelineheldby  tin- militia.   It  was  to  drive  the  enemy 

which  the  troops  could  carry  on  the  work  prevented  me  from  that  position  tliat  I  had  dirrcted  thi'  -.il-pound  bat- 

from  making  satisfactory  progress.    I  had  circulated  teryto  be  placed  thi.'re,  and  supposing  it  was  ready  for 

handbills  over  the  State,  caUing  on  the  citizens  gener-  service,  I  sent  Captaiu  Rodman,  with  his  company,  to 

ally  to  assist  me,  and  received  from  two  counties  a  man  it,  but  tliey  found  the  guns  not  mounted,  and  were 

small    party  of   free   negroes  without  implements.    I  ordered  into  position  to  act  as  infantry.    The  skirnjish- 


then  inserted  In  the  newspaper  an  advertisement  call- 
ing on  the  slave-t)wners  to  hire  their  slaves,  with  im- 
plements, for  a  few  days,  and  1  got  but  a  single  negro. 
During  all  this  time  I  continued  the  troops  at  work,  and 
when  the  enemy  came  into  the  river,  five  hundred  per 


ers  of  tlie  enemy,  finding  themselves  on  tlie  flank  of  the 
militia,  tircil  at  them  a  few  shots  from  tlicir  flank  tiles, 
wliich  causnl  a  portion  of  them  to  flee  in  great  disorder. 
I  instantly  ordered  Colonel  Avery  [33d  Regiment]  to 
send  five  companies  to  dislodge  them.    He  sent  them  in- 


day  were  being  detailed  to  construct  breastworks,  with     stantly,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel   Hoke;  but   before 

Colonel  Hoke  had  fully  got  into  position, 
though  he  moved  with  the  gi'catest 
promptness  and  celerity,  I  received  a 
message  from  Colonel  Ciark,  of  the  mi- 
litia, informing  me  that  the  enemy  were 
in  hue  of  battle  in  great  force  on  his 
right.  I  instantly  ordered  up  the  re- 
maining five  companies  of  Colonel 
Aver.v's  regiment,  and  the  whole  ten 
opened  a  terrific  fire  from  their  En- 
field rifles.  The  whole  militia,  how- 
ever, had  now  abandoned  their  posi- 
tions, and  the  utmost  exertions  of  myself 
and  my  staflT  could  not  rally  them. 
Colonel  Sinclair's  regiment  [3.5th]  very 
quickly  followed  their  example,  retreat- 
ing in  the  utmost  disorder.  This  laid 
open  H.aywood's  right  [Tth],  and  a  large 
poition  of  the  breastwork  was  left,  va- 
cant. I  had  not  a  man  with  whom  to 
reoccupy  it,  and  the  enemy  soon  poured 
in  a  column  along  the  railroad  and 
through  a  portion  of  the  cut -down 
ground  in  front,  whicli  marched  up  be- 
liiiid  tlic,  breastwork  to  attack  what  re- 
ii];iiiied  of  Campbell's  command  [Tth]. 
The  brave  7th  met  them  with  the  bay- 
onet, and  drove  them  hcndlong  over 
the  parapet,  inflicting  li(<avy  loss  upon 
them  as  they  fleil ;  but  socm  returning 
withhc.ivy  rcriiforcements.  not  less  than 
five  or  six  reiriments.  the  Tth  was  obli.ged 
to  .yield,  falling  back  slowly  and  in  or- 
der. Seeing  tlie  enemy  lieliind  the  breasts 
work,  without  a  siu,gle  man  to  place  in 
the  gap  throitgh  which  lie  was  entering. 


MAP  OF  THE  BATTLE  OF  NEW  BERNE,  NORTH  CAROLrxA, 
MARCH  14,  1862. 


This  m.ap  is  based    upon  the  sketch   map  accompanying   General 
Branch's  official  report  of  the  Confederate  operations  in  this  engage- 
ment, with  the  addition  of  the  Union  dispositions  as  indicated  by  the     and  finding  the  day  lost,  my  next  care 
official  reports.  was  to  secure  the  retreat." 
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A~-VILT    OF  THE    UNION    TROOPS    nPOX    FORT    TIInMI'XJN.    NEAR    NKW   EKENE.      FROM    A    "    , 

The  euemy  in  theii"  reti-eat  destroyed  bridges,  and  as  they  passed  thi-ough 
the  town  set  fire  to  it,  and  left  parts  of  it  in  a  l)laze ;  and  the  first  work  of  om* 
troops  and  sailors  after  landing  was  to  assist  the  citizens  in  putting  out  the 
flames,  which  was  not  done  until  much  valnaljle  property  had  lieeu  uselessly 
destroyed.  With  the  military  machinery  at  his  command  it  did  not  take 
General  Biirnside  long  to  establish  order  and  give  the  captured  city  such  a 
government  as  the  occasion  required.  The  next  and  most  important  business 
in  hand  was  to  make  the  captiu'ed  position  secure  from  a  land  attack ;  and 
in  order  to  accomplish  this,  a  portion  of  the  raikoad  leading  to  Goldsl>oro' 
had  to  be  destroyed,  and  a  line  of  fortifications  l)uilt  1)etween  the  Xeuse  and 
Trent  rivers,  which  would  completely  insulate  Xew  Berne  from  the  sur- 
rounding country. 

THE   SIEGE   OF   FOET   MACOX. 

The  next  and  last  objective  point  of  any  imiiortance  in  the  new  depart- 
ment of  North  Carolina  was  tlie  captm-e  of  Fort  Ma(Mii,  an  old-style,  strong, 
stone,  casemated  work,  mounting  67  guns,  garrisoned  by  above  500  men,  com- 
manded by  Colonel  Moses  J.  White,  located  on  the  eastern  extremity  of  Bogue 
Island,  conunaudiug  the  channel  from  the  open  sea  to  Beaufort  Harbor,  and 
about  forty  miles  from  New  Berne.  [See  map,  p.  ()."U.]  To  General  Parke  was  as- 
signed the  duty  of  mo^'ing  iipon  this  work  and  undertaking  its  cajiture.  !March 
b'^th.  General  Biu'uside  and  Lieutenant  Williamson,  of  tht>  Engineers,  made 
a  reconnoissance  to  the  east  as  far  as  Slocum's  v^'reek,  and  0(>cupietl  Have- 
lock  Station  witli  one  ('oni]>any  of  the  5th  Rhode  Island  Battalion.    The  ".list, 
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rOKT  MACON  AFTER   IT"!    C Al  TURE   BY    THE    Ch  lOf 

FORCES,   SHOWING    EFFECTS  OI    THE  TOIIE  VRD 

ME>T        FROAI   «  \R  TIME   SKETCHES 

Caioliua  City,  a  small  settlement 
opposite  Bo^xie  Island,  was  otcii- 
pied;  the  22d,  two  companies  of 
the  -ith  Ehode  Island  took  pos- 
session of  Moiehead  Citv;  the 
night  of  the  25th,  a  detachment  of 
the  same  regiment,  with  a  com- 
pany of  the  8th  Connecticut,  occupied  Beaufort ;  and  the  night  of  the  23d, 
Newport  was  garrisoned  by  the  5th  Rhode  Island.  Thus  all  the  important 
positions  around  or  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Macon  had  fallen  into  the  posses- 
sion of  the  Union  forces  without  contest  or  the  loss  of  a  man.  General  Parke, 
who  had  established  his  headquarters  at  Carolina  City,  demanded  a  surrender 
of  the  fort,  which  was  refused.  The  eA'idence  of  preiaarations  completed  and 
in  hand  left  no  doubt  upon  the  mind  of  General  Parke  that  Colonel  White 
intended  to  make  a  desperate  defense.  It  was  therefore  decided  to  besiege 
the  fort,  and  as  soon  as  possible  to  make  a  combined  land  and  sea  attack. 

In  this  important  work  General  Parke  was  most  ably  assisted  by  Captain 
Wilhamson  and  Lieutenant  Flagler,  of  the  Ordnance  Corps.  On  the  29th  a 
part  of  the  Third  Brigade  was  landed  upon  Bogue  Island,  and  operations  for 
besieging  the  fort  were  immediately  commenced.  The  configuration  of  the 
sand-hills  was  singularly  well  adapted  to  facilitate  the  operations  of  the  Union 
forces.  These  ridges  or  hills  intervened  between  the  working  parties  and  the 
fort  to  such  an  extent  in  height  as  to  i^ermit  the  erection  of  besieging  works 
to  go  on  by  day  as  well  as  by  night,  without  any  serious  inconvenience  from 
the  enemy's  fire.     By  April  23d,  the  fort  was  entirely  cut  off  from  eommuni- 
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cation  with  the  outer  world.  On  the  ocean  side  the  blockading  division,  con- 
sisting of  the  steamers  Dai/lif/hf,  State  of  Georgin,  and  ('hippeiva^  and  the  bark 
Gcnishol;  under  the  command  of  Commander  Samuel  Lockwood,  prevented 
all  intercourse  from  that  direction.  General  Parke  announced  the  works  com- 
pleted, and  his  readiness  for  an  attack,  and  Colonel  White  was  again  sum- 
moned, and  again,  in  the  tersest  possiVjle  tenns,  declined  to  sun-ender. 

The  preparations  for  the  reduction  of  the  fort  consisted  of  a  battery  of  .3 
rifled  .SO-poiinder  guns,  under  Captain  L.  O.  Morris;  another  of  4  8-inch 
mortars,  under  Lieutenant  D.  W.  Flagler;  and  a  third  of  i  lU-iuch  mortars, 
commanded  by  Lieutenant  M.  F.  Proi]ty,'of  the  25th  Massachusetts.  From 
these  works  the  bombai-dment  commenced  on  the  morning  of  the  25th, 
and  continued  for  ten  hours.  The  fire  from  the  Union  batteries  was  not 
only  vigorous,  but  also  accurate  and  effective.  Shell  after  shell  dropjjed 
into  the  work  and  exploded.  Many  breaches  were  made,  the  ramparts 
were  swept  clean  of  gunners,  and  seventeen  guns  were  disabled  and  dis- 
mounted. The  naval  forces,  o-wing  to  the  sudden  coming  on  of  a  gale,  after 
participating  in  the  early  part  of  the  bomVjardment,  were  compelled  to  seek 
deeper  water.  On  the  morning  of  the  26th  Colonel  "White,  by  the  hanging 
out  of  a  white  flag,  indicated  his  wiUingness  to  sun-ender.  He  and  his  troops 
received  honorable  terms  and  marched  out  of  the  fort  as  the  5tli  Rhode  Island 
marched  in,  and  so  ended,  in  a  comparatively  bloodless  -s^ctory,  the  siege  of 
Fort  Macon,  the  combined  losses  of  both  sides  being  only  9  Idlled  and  25 
wounded.  ■«■ 

During  the  bombardment  a  detachment  of  the  Signal  Corps  under  Lieuten- 
ant Andrews  rendered  most  important  assistance  to  the  commanders  of  the 
batteries.  His  position  on  the  Bogue  banks  was  nearly  at  right  angles  with 
the  line  of  fire.  Early  in  the  action  he  saw  that  the  10-inch  shells  were  going 
three  hundred  yards  beyond  the  fort,  and  that  the  8-iuch  shells  were  faUing 
short.  By  signaling  his  observations,  the  elevations  of  the  pieces  were  corrected, 
so  that  after  12  o'clock  every  projectile  from  the  mortars  fell  inside  the  fort. 
This  was  not  only  one  of  the  first,  but  among  the  better,  of  the  achievements 
of  the  Signal  Corps,  pro-vnng  its  usefulness  in  war  operations. 

SOUTH    JIILLS    AND    OTHER    OPEEATIOXS. 

Soon  after  the  capture  of  Roanoke  Island  rumors  reached  tis  of  the  build- 
ing of  rebel  irou-clads  which  were  to  enter  Albemarle  Sound  ria  the  Dismal 
Swamp  Canal  and  Roanoke  River.     Commander  Rowan  and  I  were  equally 

^  Colonel  Moses  J.  White  says  in  his  report :  "P  with  srroat  vijror.  the  oueiuy  liaviii);  iiumrnso  .ijlvan- 

tajco  fix)iii  their  siiperior  foive.  l>eing  nlilo  to  n-liovo  their 

"  At  C  A.  Bi.,  on  the  2.'ith,  the  enemy's  Innd  batteries  men  at  the  guns,  while  onr  nioniiug  reix>rts  showed 

oiiciii'il  upon  the  Tort,  and  at  C::io  A.  >i.  tlieir  vessels,  only  263  men  for  dnfy.     Onr  guns  were  well  mann^n^, 

eoiisisl  ir.i;  <tf  three  war  steamers  ami  one  sailing  vessel,  hnt  being  able  to  do  little  damage  to  water  iMitteries  anci 

comiiiciicid  a  (loss-tire  with  rifle  and  n-iiieli  shell.  The  siege  gnns,   tiring    thixingh   very   narrow   en>t>msun>s. 

liii'  fioni    lioth   direetions  was  iniincdiatel.\    ntnrui'd.  The  enemy  ki'pt  np  a  very  vigonnis  and  aeenrate  tirv 

and  al  7  A.  M.  the  ships  retired —  one  disabled  mid  two  from  both  rifles  and  mortars,  dismounting  gnns,  disa- 

otliers  in  ii  damaged  eonditioii.  [No  smli  diiiiiage  is  re-  bling  men,  and  tearing  the  panide,  parapet,  and  walls  of 

lioited  by  the  eoiiiiiiaiiders  of  tlie  t'liinii  vessels.    Com-  the  fort.    .\t  R-.'M  r.  M.,  finding  th,'>t  our  loss  had  Ix-en 

iii.iiuler   T.ockwood,  of  the    nni/lii/lil.  I  be  senior  naval  ver.v  givat.  and  tnnn  the  fatigue  of  onr  men  l>eing  unable 

olllrer.  attriliuted  the  withdrawal  to  the  rolling  of  the  to  keep  np  the  tin'  with  but  two  gnns  a  proposition 

sea.     He  spealcs,  however,  of  the  exeellenee  of  the  Con-  was  made  to  General  Tarke  for  the  surrender  of  Fort 

federate  aim.— Editors.]  The  attack  from  laud  was  kept  Maeon." 
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anxious  to  protect  tlie  "pasteboard"  vessels  composing  his  fleet.  We  decided 
it  would  be  feasible  to  land  a  considerable  force  at  Elizabeth  City,  make  a 
forced  march  to  the  south  end  of  the  Dismal  Swamp  Canal,  and  destroy  the 
lock  that  connected  it  with  the  river.  In  an  interview  with  General  Biu-n- 
side  the  plan  was  submitted  and  approved ;  he  agreed  to  detail  a  necessary 
additional  force  from  New  Berne  to  take  part  in  the  movement,  and  I  was 
ordered  to  have  my  entire  command  ready  for  April  14th.  On  the  17th  I 
received  a  personal  letter  from  him,  saying  he  had  detailed  the  21st  Massachu- 
setts and  the  51st  Pennsylvania,  and  ordering  me  to  embark  immediately  with 
at  least  eighteen  hundi-ed  men,  and  closed  by  sajiug  he  would  be  up  at  once 
or  send  orders.  The  morning  of  the  18th  I  was  greatly  surprised  to  receive  a 
call  from  General  Reno,  who  stated  that  he  had  with  him  two  regiments  and 
was  in  command  of  the  expedition. 

The  transports  were  soon  under  way,  and  reached  the  point  of  debarkation 
at  about  1  o'clock  the  next  morning.  My  brigade,  consisting  of  the  9th  New 
York,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Kimball ;  the  89th  New  York,  Colonel  H.  S.  Fair- 
child  ;  and  the  6th  New  Hampshire,  Colonel  S.  G.  Griffin,  was  landed  and  on 
the  march  by  3  o'clock.  A  light  mulatto  man  for  a  guide  came  to  me  from 
one  of  the  gun-boats  and  by  a  circuitous  route  took  us  far  out  of  the  way, 
so  that  we  marched  30  miles  to  get  at  the  rebel  position,  instead  of  16  by 
the  direct  road.  J  This  detour  led  to  the  meeting  of  the  Union  commands 
where  two  roads  joined,  about  three  or  four  miles  from  the  enemy's  position. 
It  was  decided  that  General  Reno  shoidd  take  the  advance,  and  that  I  should 
follow  as  rapidly  as  the  fatigued  condition  of  my  men  would  permit. 

Soon  after  1  o'clock  the  rebels  were  discovered  with  a  smaU  detachment  of 
cavalry  thrown  to  the  front,  their  infantry  and  artillery  in  a  concealed  line 
along  the  edge  of  a  wood,  facing  an  open  field.  The  action  was  commenced 
by  rapid  shell-firing  from  the  enemy's  guns,  which  was  vigorously  answered 
by  the  four  rifled  pieces  (two  belonging  to  Company  K,  9th  New  York),  com- 
manded by  Colonel  William  A.  Howard,  of  the  Marine  Artillery.  The  21st 
Massachusetts  and  the  51st  Pennsylvania,  coming  in  range,  Avere  deflected  out 
of  a  road,  through  a  field,  to  a  wood  on  the  right.  My  command  soon  arrived, 
when  the  6th  New  Hampshu'e  was  ordered  to  the  left,  and  the  two  other  regi- 
ments followed  those  on  the  right.  The  action  had  continued  for  about  an 
hoiir  (chiefly  artillery),  when  I  concluded  to  make  an  observation  in  an  open 
corn-field,  dii'ectly  in  front  of  the  rebel  center.  I  proceeded  to  a  fence  within 
a  hundred  yards  of  the  edge  of  the  clearing,  heard  no  firing  of  infantry, 
concluded  the  rebels  had  been  silently  outflanked  on  theii'  left  by  the  21st 
Massachusetts  and  the  51st  Pennsylvania,  and  thought  my  regiment  might 
get  across  the  corn-field  and  captm-e  the  battery  which  still  continued  the 
action. 

I  returned,  and  described  what  I  proposed  to  do,  and  asked  the  men  if 
they  thought  they  were  equal  to  the  undertaking.  Although  greatly  fatigued, 

i  When  it  was  discovered  that  the  guide  had  and  shot.  A  few  days  after,  we  heard  that  he  had 
led  my  brigade  ten  miles  out  of  the  way,  he  was  been  sent  to  us  by  the  enemy  for  the  purpose  of 
quietly  taken  to  a  wood  out  of  sight  of  the  troops     leading  cm'  troops  astray. —  E.  C.  H. 
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ley,  whicli  caused  tlieiv  ai'tillery  to  retreat,  and  so 
Mills,  or  Camden,  %  as  it  is  no^^  known. 


they  answered,  "  We  will 
try."  Ani^Tng  at  the 
fence,  the  regiment  was 
foi-med  in  line  of  battle, 
and  commenced  to  move 
over  the  field.  When 
within  fift)'  yards  of  the 
edge  of  the  cleaiing,  the 
right  companies  received 
the  concentrated  fii-e  of 
the  whole  of  the  enemy's 
infantry  and  ailiUeiy, 
and  in  less  than  two  min- 
utes lost  9  killed  and  58 
wounded.  I  immediately 
ordered  a  deflection  to 
the  right,  when  suddenly 
the  rebels  ceased  fii"ing. 
and  fell  back  to  avoid 
being  outflanked  by  om- 
force  that  entered  the 
wood  on  their  left.  The 
6th  New  Hampshii"e 
gave  them  a  parting  vol- 
ended  the  battle  of  South 


'^  In  his  report  of  thp  fight  lit  Soutli  Jlill?  CTeneral 
Huger  thus  describes  the  Confederate  position: 

"On  tile  19tli,  tlie  enoniy  approachin.sr.  .  .  Col- 
onel Wrislit  niovi'd  forward  witli  his  tUrcc  oomiianies, 
and  atO::(0  ii'clock  Wiiw  met  by  Colonel  5IcCouni8  "with 
his  Mattery  (1  ritlcrt  piiec  and  3  bronze  6-i)onndcr«). 
After  advancing  3  miles  from  South  Mills  the  road 
emerged  from  the  ^voods,  and  the  field  on  the  right  and 
the  left  extended  100  to  180  yards  tii  thick  woods  and 
swamp.  On  the  edge  of  the  woods,  on  both  sides  of  the 
road  and  perpendicular  to  it,  was  a  small  ditch,  the 
earth  from  which  was  thrown  np  on  the  south  side  in  a 
riilge,  upon  which  was  a  heavy  rail  fence.  From  this 
point  the  road  led  through  a.  narrow  lane  for  one  mile  with 
clcai-ed  land  on  both  sides  of  it.  Here  he  deternnned  to 
nialcc  his  stand,  .\bont  threi^  hnndred  yards  from  the 
woods  ran  a  decii  wide  diti-h  parallel  with  the  one  tlrst 
niciitioneil  and  exicndiiig  to  the  wonds  on  cither  side  of 
the  road,  and  a  slicirl  distance  beyond  it  were  dwellings 
and  ontliiinses  wliieb  would  give  cover  fur  the  enemy. 
Coliinel  Wridit  llierefinv  onleriMl  them  bnnied.  The 
I'lrge  dileh  in  his  fnnit  he  tilled  with  feni-e  rails  and  set 
them  on  tire,  his  objeet  being  to  have  this  ditch  so  hot 
by  the  time  the  enemy  came  up  the.v  could  not  occupy 
it.  (This  ditch  is  marked  on  sket<'h  as  '  Eoastcd  Ditch. 'I 
Two  pieces  of  artillery  (the  road  was  too  narrow  for 
more)  were  placed  in  the  ro.id  just  where  it  enierscd 

fi tbewaods.  which  conunanded  the  road  — (heranire 

"f  the  guns.  He  also  threw  down  the  fences  f.u'  three 
hniul.-eil  yards  on  each  side  of  the  road  tor  three 
Ininilred  yards  in  front  of  the  guns,  and  tossed  the  rails 
into  t  hi' roiul  to  destroy  thcetleet  of  the  em-my's  ricochet 
living,  ami  (o  deprive  him  of  tln'  I'ovcr  of  the  fences.  The 


fences  on  the  sides  of  the  woods  were  taken  down  and 
laid  in  heaps  on  the  embankment  in  fnuit  of  his  men. 
The  smoke  from  the  burning  buildings  and 
fences  rolled  toward  the  cncmj-,  thus  masking  the  i>osi- 
tlon.    .    .    ," 

General  Huger  speaks  of  fourrepulsesof  the  Union 
troops  between  ll!  and  3:35  P.  M..  and  eoutimies  : 

"  They  soon  advanced  ag;iin,  two  regiments  skirting 
the  woods  on  our  left,  and  approaehetl  near  ciionpb  to 
engage  the  skirmishers.  One  couipan.r  fn<m  the  right 
was  moved  over,  and  Colonel  Keid  ordert'd  to  .send  one 
company  from  the  re.serve.  The  enem.v  deplo.ved  in  the 
open  Held  and  bore  down  rapidl.v,  but  the  heavy  Jin-  of 
musketry  caused  them  to  waver,  and  they  fell  back  to 
the  fence.  Three  regiments  and  a  tleld-pi»*4*e  were  in  the 
center  and  the  9th  New  York  regiment  on  the  right. 
The  tire  was  now  bri.sk  from  one  end  of  the  line  to  the 
other,  and  the  enemy  were  held  in  cheek.  when.iust  at 
this  moment  Captain  JfcComas  was  kilUni  by  a  mini<^ 
ball.  ,inil  his  men.  who  for  four  hours  had  fought  with 
most  indomitable  conrage,  bcenme  panic-stricken  and 
left  the  Held,  takinir  their  pieces  with  them.  Colonel 
Wright  succeeded  in  riillying  them  and  getting  twopii-oes 
and  a  few  men  in  position,  and  the  enem.v  had  advanced 
so  close  that  canister  was  fln^d  on  them  with  effect,  and 
they  agtiin  fell  back.  The  ammunition  in  the  linilior- 
boxes  was  exhausted,  and  during  the  temiwrar.v  aKsenoo 
<if  Colonel  Wright  the  artiller.v  h-ft  the  Held.  The  eneni.v 
m:nle  a  charge  upon  our  line,  bnt  the  steady  fire  at  close 
distance  .  .  .  cansedtheni  to  lin-ak  in  confusion,  and 
the.\-  fell  back." 

The  Confederate  forces  were  the  3d  Georgia, 
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I  was  helped  off  the  field  to  a  uegro  cabin,  and  heard  nothing  from  General 
Eeno  until  about  9  o'clock,  when  he  came  to  me  with  the  information  that  he 
had  learned  that  reenforcements  were  coming  from  Norfolk;  and  we  agreed, 
under  the  circumstances,  that  it  would  be  better  to  return  to  the  gun-boats. 
The  command  moved  at  once  thi'ough  the  mud  and  rain,  reached  the  point 
of  debarkation  about  4  o'clock  the  next  morning,  and  returned  to  Roanoke  Isl- 
and. My  brigade  had  marched  about  46  miles  in  a  little  less  than  26  hours, 
besides  taking  part  in  a  severe  action.  Oiu-  entire  loss  was  14  killed  and 
100  wounded  and  missing.  Among  the  former  was  Lieutenant  Charles  A. 
Gadsden,  adjutant  of  the  9th  New  York,  an  Americanized  Englishman,  who 
had  been  with  his  command  less  than  a  week.  He  fell  most  gallantly  at  the 
head  of  the  first  company  that  came  under  fire,  where  he  had  no  right  to  be. 

Chaplain  Thomas  W.  Conway,  of  the  9th  New  York,  who  with  Surgeon 
George  H.  Humphreys  remained  behind  with  the  wounded,  discovered  that  the 
rebel  infantry,  which  gave  us  such  a  warm  reception,  were  concealed  in  a 
broad,  deep  drain  which  conformed  to  the  edge  of  the  wood,  and  was  parallel 
to  my  line  of  attack.  The  lock  the  expedition  was  sent  to  destroy  remains 
to  this  day  intact,  and  no  iron-clad  has  ever  passed  through  it,  and  for  the 
best  of  all  reasons,  that  none  was  ever  built  for  that  purpose. 

May  7th,  Captain  O.  W.  Parisen,  with  Company  C,  9th  New  York,  embarked 
on  the  gun-boat  Shawsheen,  proceeded  to  Catharine's  Creek,  which  empties 
into  Chowan  River,  landed  his  command  with  a  part  of  the  gun-boat's  crew, 
marched  about  two  miles  back  from  the  creek  and  destroyed  a  lai'ge  store- 
house filled  with  $50,000  worth  of  commissary  supplies  for  the  rebel  army. 
While  I'etui'uing  to  the  gun-boat,  Captain  Parisen  repelled  an  attack  of  rebel 
cavahy,  which  after  one  volley  retreated,  with  the  coiumanding  officer 
mortally  wounded. 

Immediately  after  the  first  occupation  of  the  inland  waters  of  North  Caro- 
lina by  the  Union  forces,  great  inconvenience  had  been  experienced,  and  in 
several  instances  movements  had  been  retarded,  because  the  only  way  of  com- 
munication with  Washington  was  through  the  sometimes  dangerous  and  always 
unreliable  channel  of  Hatteras  Inlet.  Knowing  this,  I  had  constantly  urged 
upon  General  Bm-nside  the  importance  of  opening  connection  with  Norfolk 
through  the  Currituck  Sound  and  Dismal  Swamjj  Canal,  and,  as  a  preliminary 
to  such  an  undertaking,  had  commenced  blowing  up  the  obstructions  placed 
by  the  enemy  in  the  Currituck  Canal.  May  28th,  I  received  permission  from 
General  Burnside  to  make  an  attempt  to  get  to  Fort  Monroe  through  my 
proposed  roiite,  for  the  purpose  of  having  an  important  conference  with 
General  Wool.  I  embarked  Company  K  of  the  9th  New  York,  with  its 
battery  of  rifled  naval  boat-guns,  on  board  the  small  side-wheel  steamer 
Port  Roi/al.     All  the  canal  obstructions  not  being  removed,  I  decided  to 

some  drafted  militia  under  Colonel  Ferebee,  Mc-  York  Marine  Artillery  (4  pieces) ;  and  the  losses 

Comas's  battery,  and  Gillette's  company  of  cavalry,  were  :  killed,  13;  wounded,  101  ;  captured,  13, — 

The  Confederate  loss  was  6  killed,  19  wounded,  total,  127.     General  Jesse  L.  Reno  says  in  hisre- 

and  3  prisoners.     The  Union  forces  were  the  6th  port  that  the  object  of  his  expedition  was  to  convey 

New   Hampshire,    21st   Massachusetts,    9th   and  the  idea  that  the  entire  Burnside  expedition  was 

89th  New  York,  51st  Pennsylvania,  and  1st  New  marching  upon  Norfolk. — Editors. 
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PASSAGE    OF  UNION    BOATS  THKOtTGH    THK   UI^.MAL    SWAMP  CANAL.      (SEE   MAP,   PAGE    634.) 
FUOM   A   WAK-TIJIE    SKETCH. 

pick  my  way  outside  in  Curiituck  Sound  thi-ough  a  naiTow,  crooked  clian- 
nel.  The  result  can  best  be  told  by  a  dispatch  to  the  Xew  York  "  Triliune  " 
from  Fort  Monroe : 

"  May  30th,  1862.  This  morning:  the  side-wheel  steamer  Port  Jiotjul  aiTived  here  from  Roauoke 
Island,  ria  the  Currituck  Sound  and  Dismal  Swamp  Canal.  Colonel  Hawkins  and  a  company 
of  his  gallant  Zouaves  are  the  first  to  open  communication  between  Generals  Wood  and  Bum- 
side.  By  this  movement  we  can  dispense  with  all  seaward  ti'ansportation.  and  foi-ward  supplies, 
etc.,  in  a  safe  and  rapid  manner  to  our  troops  in  that  ^^culity.■' 

When  I  was  left  in  charge  of  Eoanoke  Island,  Commander  Rowan  assigned 
to  the  command  of  the  naval  division  in  Albemarle  and  Croatan  sounds 
Lieutenant  Charles  W.  Flusser,  who  had  been  conspicuous  for  his  efficiency 
upon  many  occasions.  A  finer  character  than  this  officer  possessed  it  is 
impossible  to  imagine, — patriotic,  sincere,  manly,  modest,  considerate,  and 
truthful  to  an  extent  almost  beyond  description ;  and  a  braver  man  never 
lived.  Early  in  June  he  took  possession  of  the  town  of  Plpnouth,  situated 
a  short  distance  above  the  mouth  of  the  Eoanoke  River,  and  held  it  unaided 
by  land  forces  \m\\\  June  15th,  when  Company  F  of  the  9th  Xew  York  was 
defalked  for  guard  and  observation  duty  at  that  post.  It  did  not  take  a  long 
time  for  us  to  ascertain  that  there  were  among  the  non-slaveholding  popuhi- 
tion  many  who  professed  sentiments  not  hostile  to  the  Union,  and  that  tliey 
had  expressc^d  a  determination  never  to  ser\-e  in  the  ranks  of  the  rebel  army. 
Lieutenaut-Commandfn-  Flusser  constantly  urged  upon  me  the  importance 
of  enlisting  these  men  in  the  cause  of  the  United  States.  Nearly  all  of  the 
I>oorer  class  of  inhabitants  were  still  devoted  to  the  old  government ;  and 
many  had  successfully  resisted  relicl  conscrijition,  and  had  nevi'r  given  tluMr 
allegiance  to  the  rebel  government. 

Very  few  of  them  were  slave-owners,  and  conse(]uently  had  little  interest  in 
aiding  the  rebellion.  They  worked  in  their  fields  in  groups,  with  arms  near 
at  hand  during  the  day,  and  at  night  resorted  to  the  swamps  for  shelter 
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against  conscriiiting  parties  of  rebel  soldiers ;  and  by  thus  constantly  being 
on  the  alert,  they  succeeded  in  rendering  unavailing  aU  efforts  to  force  them 
into  the  ranks  of  the  Confederate  army.  In  several  interviews  which  I  had 
with  Commander  Flusser,  he  ui'ged  me  in  the  strongest  manner  to  occupy 
the  town  of  Plymouth,  and  to  organize  the  Union  men  of  that  vicinity  into 
a  regiment  of  soldiers. 

I  had  several  conversations  with  General  Brirnside  in  relation  to  this  matter, 
and  the  final  result  was  that  he  placed  the  affair  entirely  in  my  hands.  Accord- 
ingly, by  appointment.  Commodore  Rowan  and  I  met  some  two  hundred  and 
fifty  Union  men ;  and  a  free  interchange  of  AT.ews  in  relation  to  the  affaks  of 
the  country  took  place.  The  matter  of  gi'eat  concern  with  them  was,  "  What 
will  become  of  us  in  case  we  are  captured  by  the  rebels  f "  We  assured  them 
that  the  Grovernment  of  the  United  States  would  protect  them  and  then- 
families  to  the  last  extreme,  and  that  any  outrage  perpetrated  upon  them  or 
upon  their  famihes  would  be  severely  punished.  An  enlistment-roll  was 
accordingly  made  out,  and  about  one  hundi'ed  men  signed  their  names  at 
once.  Too  much  cannot  be  said  of  the  devotion  of  these  men  under  pecrdiar 
dangers  —  of  these  men  of  the  1st  North  Carolina.  | 

Things  remained  in  this  condition  until  July,  1862,  when  General  Burn- 
side,  with  the  Ninth  Corps,  of  which  my  command  was  part,  was  ordered  to 
join  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 

4- On  the  1st  of  February,  1864,  a  large  Con-  me  that  the  parole  given  by  the  armies  laying 
federate  force,  under  the  command  of  Major-Clen-  down  their  arms  protects  them  against  punish- 
eral  G.  E.  Pickett,  made  an  advance  upon  New  ments  for  acts  lawful  for  any  other  belligerents. 
Berne,  N.  C,  and  after  destroj'iug  the  United  In  this  ease  I  know  it  is  claimed  that  the  men  tried 
States  gun-boat  Underwriter,  burning  a  bridge  or  and  convicted  for  the  crime  of  desertion  were 
two,  and  capturing  some  prisoners,  withdrew  to  Union  men  from  North  Carolina,  who  had  found 
Kinston.  Among  the  prisoners  captured  were  refuge  within  our  lines  and  in  our  service.  The 
several  natives  of  North  Carolina,  who  had  en-  punishment  was  a  harsh  one,  but  it  was  in  time 
listed  in  our  service.  A  court-martial  was  con-  of  war,  and  when  the  enemy  no  doubt  felt  it  neces- 
vened,  composed  of  Virginians,  and  twenty-two  sary  to  retain  by  some  power  the  services  of  every 
of  these  loyal  North  Carolinians  were  convicted  of  man  within  their  reach.  General  Pickett  I  know 
and  executed  for  (constructive)  desertion.  June  personally  to  be  an  honorable  man,  but  in  this 
1st,  1865,  Pickett  applied  to  President  John-  case  his  judgment  prompted  him  to  do  what  can- 
son  for  a  pardon.  Secretary  Stanton  and  Judge  not  well  be  sustained,  though  I  do  not  see  how 
Advocate-General  Holt  were  for  trying  him,  and  good,  either  to  friends  of  the  deceased  or  by  fixing 
his  application  hung  fire.  March  12th,  1866,  he  an  example  for  the  future,  can  be  secured  by  his 
wrote  to  Lieutenant-General  Grant,  stating  his  trial  now.  It  would  only  open  up  the  question 
grievances  and  again  setting  forth  his  claim  for  a  whether  or  not  the  Government  did  not  disregard 
pardon.  Upon  the  back  of  that  letter  General  its  contract  entered  into  to  secure  the  surrender 
Grant  made  this  singular  Indorsement :  "During  of  an  armed  enemy."  And  the  whole  was  referred  to 
the  rebellion  belligerent  rights  were  acknowledged  the  President.  The  indorsement  of  General  Grant 
to  the  enemies  of  our  country,  and  it  is  clear  to  was  all-powerful,  and  nothing  was  done. — R.  C.  H. 
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SOON  after  the  1st  Rhode  Island  regiment  was  mus- 
tered out  of  service,  I  was  appointed  by  President 
Lincoln  to  the  otfice  of  brigadier-general.  My  com- 
mission was  given  to  me  on  the  6th  of  August,  1861, 
and  I  was  ordered  to  report  to  General  McClellan, 
who  placed  me  in  charge  of  the  di%'Lsion  and  bri- 
gades which  were  fonned  of  the  new  troops  as  they 
aiTived  in  Washington.  My  duty  was  to  look  after 
the  drill  and  discipline  of  these  brigades,  with  a  view 
to  gixdng  the  men  the  efficiency  necessary  for  assign- 
ment to  the  older  di-^-isious  of  the  annv,  which  were 

UNION    LOOKOUT,    HATTERAS    BEACH.  t        ^      *.        ***^     , 

FROM  A  WAR-TIME  SKETCH.  tlicu  orgauiziug  lu  Washlugton  under  the  name  of 

the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  The  duty  was  interesting  in  some  respects, 
but  was  in  the  main  somewhat  tame,  so  that  I  very  naturally  desired  more 
active  duty. 

One  evening  in  the  following  October,  General  McClellan  and  I  were  chat- 
ting together  over  the  atfaii's  of  the  war,  when  I  mentioned  to  him  a  plan  for 
the  formation  of  a  coast  division  to  which  I  had  given  some  thought.  After 
gi\dng  him  a  .somewhat  detailed  account  of  the  plan, 
he  asked  me  to  put  it  in  writing  as  soon  as  possible, 
which  was  done.  The  next  day  it  was  presented 
to  him,  and  it  met  his  approval.  He  laid  it  before 
the  Secretary  of  War,  l)y  ^vhom  it  was  also  ap- 
proved. The  general  details  of  the  plan  were  briefly 
as  follows:  To  organize  a  di^ision  of  from  12,00() 
to  15,000  men,  mainly  from  States  bordering  on  the 
Northern  sea-coast,  many  of  whom  would  be  famil- 
iar with  the  coasting  trade,  and  among  whom  would 
be  found  a  goodly  number  of  mechanics;  and  to  tit 
out  a  fleet  of  light-ch-aught  steamers,  sailing  vessels. 
and  barges,  large  enough  to  transport  the  (.iivision, 
its  armament  and  supplies,  so  that  it  could  be  rap- 
idly thrown  from  point  to  point  on  the  coast  AAnth 
a  view  to  establishing  lodgments  on  the  Southern 
coast,  landing  troops,  and  penetrating  into  the 
interior,  thereby  threatening  the  lines  of  trans- 
portation   in    the    rear    of    the  main   army  then 


J  This  paper  was  read  liy  Goneral  Bunisiile  lieforo  tho  Soldiers'  and 
Sailors'  Historical  Society  of  Rhode  Island.  July  7th.  ISSO,  snd  is 
included  here  l)y  permission  of  tlie  Society,  the  text  heinc  somewhat 
abridged  to  conform  to  the  plan  of  this  work.— Kditors. 
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concentratiug  in  Virginia,  aud  holdiug  possession  of  the  inland  waters  on  the 
Atlantic  coast. 

After  the  approval  of  the  plan,  I  was  ordered  to  New  York  to  fit  out  the 
fleet ;  and  on  the  23d  of  October  orders  were  issued  establishing  my  head- 
quarters for  the  concentration  of  the  troops  of  the  division  at  Annapolis. 
Troops  arrived  from  time  to  time  at  Annapolis,  and  all  went  well  in  the 
camja,  which  was  established  on  beautiful  grounds  just  outside  the  town. 
The  improvement  in  drill  and  discipline  was  very  rapid,  but  atfairs  did  not 
progress  so  smoothly  at  the  headquarters  in  New  York.  There  was  great 
difficulty  in  procuring  vessels  of  a  light  draught,  almost  everything  of  that 
sort  having  already  been  called  into  service ;  but  after  much  difficulty  I  was 
enabled  to  report  to  General  MeClellan  on  the  12th  of  December  that  a  suf- 
ficient amount  of  transportation  and  armament  had  been  secured  for  the 
division.  It  was  a  motley  fleet.  North  River  barges  and  propellers  had  been 
strengthened  from  deck  to  keelson  by  heavy  oak  planks,  and  water-tight 
compartments  had  been  built  in  them  :  they  were  so  arranged  that  parapets 
of  sand-bags  or  bales  of  hay  could  be  built  upon  their  decks,  and  each  one 
■carried  from  four  to  six  guns.  Sailing  vessels,  formerly  belonging  to  the  coast- 
ing trade,  had  been  fitted  up  in  the  same  manner.  Several  large  passenger 
steamers,  which  were  guaranteed  to  draw  less  than  eight  feet  of  water,  together 
with  tug  and  ferry  boats,  served  to  make  up  the  fleet,  which  gave  a  capacity  ' 
to  transport  15,000  troops,  with  baggage,  camp-equipage,  rations,  etc.  Light- 
draught  saihng  vessels  Avere  also  added  to  the  fleet,  on  which  were  stored 
building  material  for  bridges,  rafts,  scows,  intrenching  implements,  quarter- 
masters' stores,  tools,  extra  ordnance  stores,  etc.  All  of  these  vessels  were 
ordered  to  rendezvous  at  Fort  Monroe.  Coal  and  water  vessels  were  chartered 
in  Baltimore,  and  ordered  to  rendezvous  at  the  same  place.  The  trans- 
ports were  ordered  to  Annapolis  Harbor,  at  which  point,  after  most  morti- 
fying and  vexatious  delays,  they  all  arrived  by  the  4th  of  January,  1862, 
and  on  this  day  were  promulgated  the  orders  for  embarkation,  which  were 
received  with  most  enthusiastic  cheers  from  one  end  of  the  camp  to  the  other. 

I  had  organized  the  division  into  three  brigades,  which  were  placed  in  com- 
mand of  General  J.  G.  Foster,  General  Jesse  L.  Reno,  and  General  John  G. 
Parke,  three  of  my  most  trusted  friends.  We  had  been  caftets  together  at 
West  Point,  and  I  had  always  entertained  for  them  the  greatest  confidence  and 
esteem.  In  all  future  operations  in  the  expedition,  our  close  friendly  relations 
were  maintained,  and  I  was  never  disappointed  in  any  reliance  which  I  placed 
on  their  gallantry,  skill,  and  integrity.  I  had  been  notified  by  General  MeClel- 
lan that  our  destination  would  be  Hatteras  Inlet,  with  a  view  to  operations  in 
the  inland  waters  of  North  Carolina. 

On  the  5th  of  January  the  troops  began  to  embark.  During  that  day  there 
were  some  delays,  which  resulted  from  inexperience  in  the  manoeuvring  of  the 
vessels  and  in  the  new  work  to  which  they  were  unaccustomed.  On  that 
night,  snow  to  the  depth  of  from  two  to  three  inches  fell,  which  gave  to  the 
camp  and  surrounding  country,  on  the  morning  of  the  6th,  a  most  picturesque 
appearance.     Regiment  after  regiment  struck  their  tents  and  marched  to  the 
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point  of  embarkatiou,  with  bands  playing,  colors  tijing,  and  the  men  cheering 
and  singing  from  lightness  of  heart.  As  they  passed  thi-ough  the  quaint  old 
town  of  Annapolis,  the  lines  of  troops,  with  their  dark  uniforms  and  glitter- 
ing bayonets,  contrasted  markedly  with  the  snow-clad  fields  and  ti-ees.  The 
men  were  not  cheered  and  encouraged  Ijy  many  friendly  voices,  such  as  they 
had  heard  whilst  coming  from  their  homes  to  the  seat  of  war ;  but  they  were 

not  at  all  chilled  by  the  reception, 
and  cheerfully  marched  on  to  the 
work  before  them.  Embarkation 
had  become  more  easy  to  each  regi- 
ment than  it  was  to  the  preceding 
one,  owing  to  the  gi-eater  facility 
with  which  the  vessels  were  handled. 
The  order  to  break  camp  had  lieen  ' 
obej-ed  with  joj-ful  alacrity,  and 
more  troops  poured  into  the  Acad- 
emy grounds  during  the  day  than 
could  be  emliarked,  so  that  large 
numbers  remained  there  for  the 
night.  This  bivouac  was  one  of  the 
most  enlivening  and  beautiful  that 
I  saw  during  the  war.  There  was 
very  little  sleep,  biit  great  joyous- 
ness.  Wednesday  morning  every 
regiment  was  on  board  except  the 
6th  New  Hampshire,  which  arrived 
late  on  the  night  of  the  Ttli,  and  was 
embarked  on  the  next  morning.  The 
scene  in  the  harbor  was  inspiring 
beyond  description.  The  vessels,  as 
they  passed  each  other  from  time  to  time,  saluted  with  their  steam-whistles, 
while  the  bands  played  and  the  troops  cheered,  the  decks  being  covered  with 
blue-coats,  some  chattering,  some  sleeping,  others  writing  their  la«t  lettei-s  to 
their  loved  oneS  at  home.  The  whole  fleet  seemed  to  lie  mider  a  mixed  influ- 
ence of  excitement  and  contentment. 

On  the  morning  of  the  9tli,  each  vessel  set  sail,  under  ordt>rs  to  rendtv.vous 
at  Fort  Monro(\  aud  there,  liy  the  night  of  the  10th,  all  had  joined  the  Siippbi 
and  other  vessels,  making  altogether  a  fleet  of  more  than  eighty.  The  harl>or 
l)robably  never  presentml  a  finer  appearance  than  on  that  night.  All  the  ves- 
sels were  illuminat<Ml,  and  tlie  air  was  filled  with  the  strains  of  martial  music 
and  the  voices  of  brave  men.  Not  a  man  in  the  fleet  knew  his  dt^stinatiou, 
except  myself,  the  brigade  commanders,  and  two  or  three  staff-ofticers,  yet- 
there  was  no  complaint  or  iiiquisitiveiiess,  but  all  seemed  rea<ly  for  whatever 
duty  was  before  tlnMu. 

Sealed  oi'ders  were  giv(>n  to  the  commanders  of  each  vessel.  tobeo]>ened  at 
sea.     Much  discouragement  was  expressed  by  nautical  men  and  by  men  high 
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in  military  aiitliority  as  to  the  success  of  the  expedition.  The  President  and 
General  McCleUan  were  both  approached,  and  the  President  was  frequently 
warned  that  the  vessels  were  unfit  for  sea,  and  that  the  expedition  would  be 
a  total  failure.  Great  anxiety  was  manifested  to  know  its  destination,  but 
the  secret  had  been  well  kept  at  "Washington  and  at  our  headquarters.  As 
Mr.  Lincoln  afterward  told  me,  one  public  man  was  very  importunate,  and, 
in  fact,  almost  demanded  that  the  President  should  tell  ];iim  where  we  were 
going.  Finally,  the  President  said  to  him,  "Now,  I  will  tell  you  in  great  con- 
fidence where  they  are  going,  if  you  will  promise  not  to  speak  of  it  to  any 
one."  The  promise  was  given,  and  Mr.  Lincoln  said,  "  Well,  now,  my  friend, 
the  expedition  is  going  to  sea!"  The  inquirer  left  him  without  recei\dng  any 
further  information.  In  this  jocular  manner  Mr.  Lincoln  was  in  the  habit  of 
throwing  off  the  cares  of  state ;  and  it  often  occm-s  to  me  that  but  for  that 
habit  he  wordd  have  broken  down  under  the  gTcat  weight  of  public  responsi- 
bility which  rested  upon  him  from  the  first  day  of  the  war  to  the  termination 
of  his  noble  life.  In  my  opinion,  no  man  has  ever  lived  who  could  have 
gone  through  that  struggle  as  he  did.  At  no  period  of  his  life,  I  believe,  was 
his  heart  ever  stkred  with  a  feeling  of  enmity  or  resentment  against  any  one. 
He  was  actuated  by  the  simple  desu-e  and  determination  to  maintain  the 
authority  of  the  Government  at  aU  hazards. 

On  the  night  of  the  11th  the  signal  for  sailing  was  given,  and  very  soon 
the  fleet  was  under  way.  My  headquarters  were  on  board  a  large  steamer, 
the  George  Peahody ;  but,  with  two  or  three  of  my  staff-officers,  I  took  for  my 
headquarters  during  the  voyage  a  small  jsropeUer  called  the  Picket,  in  reality 
the  smallest  vessel  in  the  fleet.  I  was  moved  to  do  this  because  of  the  gi-eat 
criticism  which  had  been  made  as  to  the  unseaworthiness  of  the  vessels  of 
the  fleet,  and  because  of  a  desire  to  show  my  faith  in  theii'  adaptability  to  the 
service.  Their  weaknesses  were  known  to  me,  but  they  were  the  best  that 
could  be  procured,  and  it  was  necessary  that  the  service  should  be  performed 
even  at  the  risk  of  losing  life  by  shipwr-eck.  The  weather  was  threatening, 
but  I  did  not  foresee  the  storm  by  which  we  were  afterward  overtaken.  At 
that  time  we  had  no  weather  signal  reports ;  but,  in  any  event,  the  sailing 
would  not  have  been  delayed,  because  the  orders  to  proceed  to  our  work  were 
imperative.  It  was,  of  coui'se,  learned  by  all,  after  reaching  the  sea,  that  the 
destination  of  the  fleet  was  Hatteras  Inlet. 

Just  before  midnight  the  Picket  weighed  anchor,  and  we  were  soon  at  sea, 
and  it  was  not  long  before  the  little  vessel  was  called  upon  to  test  her  sea- 
going ability.  On  rounding  Cape  Hatteras  we  met  a  very  strong  breeze,  and 
the  little  vessel  got  into  the  trough  of  the  sea.  It  seemed  for  a  time  as  if  she 
would  sui-ely  be  swamped ;  but  by  skillful  management  the  captain  brought 
her  head-to,  after  wliicli  she  behaved  better.  We  passed  a  most  uncomfortable 
night.  Everything  on  the  deck  that  was  not  lashed  was  swept  oA^erboard  ; 
and  the  men,  furniture,  and  crockery  below  decks  were  thrown  about  in  a 
most  promiscuous  manner.  The  breeze  died  away  toward  morning,  soon 
after  which  a  heavy  fog  arose,  which  continued  the  greater  part  of  the  day. 
The  ocean's  swell  kept  one  in  constant  thought  that  the  little  vessel  was  in 
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momentaiy  danger  of  going 
under.  Toward  night  the  wind 
arose,  and  within  a  short  time 
it  increased  to  a  terrible  gale, 
and  we  experienced  more  dis- 
comfort and  dread,  if  possible, 
than  on  the  preceding  night. 
At  times,  it  seemed  as  if  the 
waves,  which  appeared  to  us 
mountain  high,  would  ingulf 
us,  but  then  the  little  vessel 
would  ride  them  and  stagger 
forward  in  her  course. 

Diuing  the  day  before  (the 
12th),  the  fog  had  hidden  the 
fleet,  but  at  about  midnight 
we  discovered  a  large  steamer 
upon  our  port  bow.  We  fii-ed 
a  shot  astern  of  her,  which 
she  answered  by  ajiproaching 
us.  It  was  the  Eastcni  Qi(fe)i : 
but  we  dared  not  go  near  her, 
for  fear  of  being  ci-ushed.  She 
seemed  to  us  enormous,  and 
we  were  all  delighted  when 
she  answered  the  signal  to  lay 
l)y  us  until  daylight,  but  to 
keep  oft".  In  the  morning  more  vessels  were  found  to  be  in  sight,  and  just 
before  noon  of  the  13th  we  hove  to,  off  Hatteras  Inlet.  Soon  after,  a  tug-boat 
came  out  from  the  inlet,  which,  it  will  be  remembered,  had  been  occupied  by 
General  Butler  and  Commodore  Stringham.  [See  map,  p.  634.]  The  little 
boat  undertook  to  do  the  duty  of  piloting  the  fleet  over  the  liar.  The  Picket 
led  the  way,  and  bravely  fought  the  breakers  iintil  she  was  safely  anchored 
inside  the  harbor.  Vessel  after  vessel  foUowed  us  in,  until  we  were  ready 
to  ^\'ish  that  the  fleet  were  not  so  large.  At  one  time  it  seemed  as  it'  our 
little  boat  would  be  crushed  between  two  of  the  larger  vessels  which  had 
dragged  their  anchors  and  were  coming  down  upon  her.  Fortunately,  the 
commanders  of  the  vessels  succeeded  in  checking  them  just  as  they  came 
in  contact  with  us.  Most  of  the  fleet  arrived  inside  the  bar  dmnng  the 
afternoon. 

The  propelUn-  ('if//  iif  Xcir  Fork,  whit'h  was  laden  witli  supplies  and  ord- 
nance stores,  grounded  on  the  bar,  and  proved  a  total  Uiss.  Her  ofticei's 
and  crew  clung  to  the  rigging  until  the  next  day,  when  they  were  rescued  by 
surf-l)oats  sent  to  their  assistance.  One  of  the  troop-vessels  also  grounded 
on  the  bur,  after  nightfall,  and  it  s(>emed  for  a  time  as  if  she  and  her  ]irecious 
cargo  would  be  lost.     Some  gallant  volunteers  went  to  her  relief  with  a  tug- 
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boat,  wMch  succeeded  in  getting  her  oif  the  bar  and  into  the  harbor.  The  water 
and  coal  vessels  did  not  approach  the  inlet,  but  went  to  sea  as  a  matter  of  safety. 
Such  of  the  vessels  as  were  of  too  heavy  di-aught  to  pass  over  the  bar  anchored 
under  the  protection  of  the  cape.  From  one  of  these  vessels,  two  officers.  Col- 
onel Joseph  W.  Allen  and  Surgeon  Frederick  A.  WeUer,  of  the  9th  New  Jersey, 
started  in  a  smi-boat  to  report  to  me.  They  succeeded  in  reaching  my  headquar- 
ters, but  on  their  retm'n  the  boat  was  swamped  by  the  breakers  on  the  bar,  and 
they  were  lost.  5>  The  crew,  who  were  more  skilled  in  such  service,  clung  to  the 
boat  and  were  rescued.  Strange  to  say,  these  were  the  only  two  of  oiu-  force  lost 
during  the  entire  voyage  and  entrance  into  the  inlet,  notwithstanding  the 
gloomy  prognostications  touching  the  seaworthiness  of  the  vessels  of  the  fleet. 
Besides  the  propeller,  we  lost  the  ship  Pocahontas,  with  over  a  hundred  horses 
on  board.  The  gun-boat  Zouave  was  sunk  in  the  inlet  after  she  crossed  the  bar, 
and  proved  a  total  loss,  but  no  lives  were  lost.  From  the  14th  until  the  26th 
we  had  terrific  weather,  and  it  required  the  iitmost  care  on  the  part  of  the 
commanders  of  the  vessels  to  pi'event  a  general  disaster.  Many  of  the  vessels 
were  di'iven  from  their  anchors  and  grounded  on  the  swash  and  the  bar.  Many 
collisions  occurred,  which  caused  great  damage  to  the  fleet.  At  times  it 
seemed  as  if  nothing  could  prevent  general  disaster.  As  I  before  said,  the 
water  and  most  of  the  coal  vessels  were  driven  to  sea  by  the  stress  of  the 
weather,  and  the  entii'e  fleet  was  for  many  days  on  short  rations  of  water. 
Much  suffering  resulted  from  tliis,  and  at  one  time  a  flag  of  distress  was 
hoisted  on  many  of  the  vessels  in  consequence  of  the  want  of  water.  On  one 
of  these  di-eary  days  I  for  a  time  gave  up  all  hope,  and  walked  to  the  bow  of 
the  vessel  that  I  might  be  alone.  Soon  after,  a  small  black  cloud  appeared  in 
the  angry  gray  sky,  just  above  the  horizon,  and  very  soon  spread  so  as  to  cover 
the  entire  canopy,  and  in  a  few  moments  a  most  copious  fall  of  rain  came  to 
our  relief.  Signals  were  given  to  spread  sails  to  catch  the  water,  and  in  a 
short  time  an  abundance  was  secm-ed  for  the  entke  fleet.  I  was  at  once 
cheered  up,  but  was  very  much  ashamed  of  the  distrust  which  I  had  allowed 
to  get  the  mastery  of  me. 

From  time  to  time  we  made  efforts  to  cross  the  fleet  from  the  inlet  into 
Pamlico  Soiind,  over  what  was  called  the  swash,  which  sej3arated  it  from  the 
inlet.  We  had  been  led  to  beheve  that  there  were  eight  feet  of  water  upon 
the  swash,  but  when  we  arrived  we  discovered  to  our  sorrow  that  there  were 
but  six  feet ;  and  as  most  of  our  vessels,  as  well  as  the  vessels  of  the  naval 

%  The  loss  of  these  officers  occasioned  profound  Deputy  Quartermaster-General,  where  his  energies 

sloom  throughout  New  Jersey,  and  especially  at  were  devoted  to  the  forwarding  of  troops.     When 

Trenton,  where  the  colonel  was  widely  known  and  asked  if  he  could  look  at  his  family  and  still  say, 

esteemed.     Colonel  Joseph  W.  Allen  was  born  in  "  Country  first,"  he  replied  :  ''  In  these  times  every 

Bristol,  Pa.,  in  1811.     He   had   been   for  many  man  must  say,  'Country  first,'  and  that  for  the 

years  a  citizen  of  New  Jersey,  residing  at  Borden-  sake  of  his  family.''  An  evidence  of  the  attachment 

town.    Educated  as  a  civil  engineer,  he  had  exe-  and  respect  of  his  comrades  is  furnished  in  the 

cuted  with  signal  ability  many  important  works,  monument  erected  to  his  memory  by  the  officers 

including  numerous  railroad  enterprises.     He  had  of  his  regiment  two  years  after  his  death.     Sur- 

been  prominently  identified  with  political  affairs,  geon  Weller  wasbornat  Patersouin  1817,  and  was 

and  for  six  years  had  represented  his  county  in  agentlemanof  great  intelligence  and  private  worth, 

the   State   Senate.      From  the   firing  upon  Fort  and  his  death  was  widely  mourned. —  Condensed 

Sumter  he  gave  all  his  thoughts  and  his  time  to  the  from  "New  Jersey  and  the  Rebellion,"  by  John 

cause   of  the  Union,  at  first   in  the  position  of  Y.  Foster. 
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fleet  wliich  we  found  at  Hatteras  Inlet  on  oui-  anival,  cli-ew  more  water  than 
that,  it  was  necessary  to  deepen  the  channel  by  some  process.  The  current 
upon  the  swash  was  very  swift,  a  circumstance  which  proved  to  be  much  in 
oiu'  favor.  Large  vessels  were  sent  ahead,  under  full  steam,  on  the  bar  when 
the  tide  was  running  out,  and  then  anchors  were  canied  out  by  boats  in 
advance,  so  as  to  hold  the  vessels  in  position.     The  swift  current  would  wash 
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the  sand  from  under  them  and  allow  them  to  float,  after  which  they  were 
driven  farther  on  by  steam  and  anchored  again,  when  the  sand  would  again 
wash  out  from  under  them.  This  process  was  continued  for  days,  until  a 
broad  channel  of  over  eight  feet  was  made,  deep  enough  to  allow  the  passage 
of  the  fleet  into  the  sound.  On  the  26th,  one  (if  our  largest  steamers  got 
safely  over  the  swash  and  anchored  in  the  soimd,  where  some  of  the  gim-1ioats 
had  preceded  them.  By  the  4th  of  February  the  entire  fleet  had  anchored 
and  had  passed  into  the  sound,  and  orders  were  given  for  the  advance  on 
Eoanoke  Island.  Detailed  instructions  were  given  for  the  landing  of  the 
troops  and  the  mode  of  attack. 

At  an  early  houi-  on  the  morning  of  the  5th  the  start  was  made.  The  naval 
vessels,  under  Commodore  Goldsborough,  were  in  advance  and  on  the  flanks. 
The  sailing  A^essels  containing  troops  were  taken  in  tow  by  the  steamers. 
There  were  in  all  sixty-five  vessels.  The  fleet  presented  an  imposing  appear- 
ance as  it  started  up  the  sound.  The  day  was  most  beautiful,  and  the  sail 
was  enjoyed  beyond  measure  by  the  soldiers,  who  had  long  been  so  penneti 
up  in  the  desolate  inlet.  At  sundown,  signal  was  given  to  come  to  anchor 
within  ten  miles  of  Roanoke  Island.  At  8  o'clock  the  next  morning  the 
signal  to  weigh  anchor  was  given,  but  our  progi-ess  was  very  much  retai'ded 
liy  a  gale  that  s]irung  up ;  so  we  anchored,  but  very  little  in  advance  of  om- 
position  ol'  tlu^  night  before.  During  that  night  aU  lights  were  carefully 
concealed.  The  naval  vessels  wer(>  w(^ll  out  in  advance  to  protect  the  trans- 
ports from  the  inroads  of  the  rebel  gun-boats. 
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On  tlie  morning  of  the  7tli  the  gun-boats  passed  inside  tlie  narrow  passage 
known  as  Roanoke  Sound,  and  were  soon  abreast  of  the  lower  part  of  Roa- 
noke Island.  Soon  after  the  naval  fleet  had  passed  through,  the  transport 
fleet  began  its  passage.  The  rebel  gun-boats  were  seen  close  inshore  nnder 
the  batteries  of  the  island.  At  half-past  10  o'clock  a  signal  gun  was  fired 
from  one  of  the  forts,  announcing  owv  approach.  At  half-past  11,  one  of 
the  naval  vessels  opened  fire,  which  was  replied  to  by  the  rebels.  Signals 
were  given  by  the  commodore  of  the  fleet  to  begin  the  action.  By  noon 
the  firing  became  rapid,  and  soon  after,  the  engagement  became  general.  The 
rebels  had  driven  a  line  of  piles  across  the  main  channel  to  obstruct  the 
progi-ess  of  oiu-  vessels,  leaving  a  narrow  space  for  themselves  to  retreat 
through ;  and  as  our  naval  vessels  pressed  them,  they  avaUed  themselves  of 
this  means  of  safety.  Our  guns  soon  got  the  range  of  their  batteries,  and,  by 
most  extraordinary  skill  and  rapidity  of  firing,  almost  silenced  them.  Just 
before  noon  I  ordered  a  reeonnoissance  by  a  small  boat,  with  the  -view  of 
ascertaining  a  point  of  landing.  A  young  negi'o,  who  had  escaped  from  the 
island  on  our  an-ival  at  Hatteras  Inlet,  had  given  me  most  valuable  informa- 
tion as  to  the  natui-e  of  the  shore  of  the  island,  from  which  I  had  determined 
that  onr  point  of  landing  should  be  at  Ashby's  Harbor,  which  was  nearly 
midway  up  the  shore.     [See  map,  p.  641.] 

At  1  o'clock,  the  quarters  of  the  garrison  in  one  of  the  forts  were  fired  by 
one  of  om-  shells.  The  rebel  gun-boats  retired  up  the  sound,  but  still  contin- 
ued a  brisk  fu-e  as  they  were  followed  by  our  vessels.  Orders  were  given  for 
the  troops  to  land  at  3  o'clock.  The  ground  in  the  rear  of  Ashby's  Harbor 
was  cleared  by  shells  from  the  naval  vessels,  and  our  large  surf -boats  were 
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lowered,  rapidly  filled  with  troops,  and  towed  up  iu  long  lines  by  light-draught 
vessels  until  they  came  near  to  the  shore  of  the  harbor,  when  each  of  the 
surf-boats  was  cut  loose  and  steered  for  the  shore.  There  was  no  obstruction 
to  theii'  landing.  In  less  than  an  hour  40(J0  troops  were  ashore,  and  before 
midnight  the  entire  force  was  lauded,  with  the  exception  of  one  regiment, 
which  was  landed  on  the  morning  of  the  8th.  The  ad%'ance  of  our  ti'oops 
was  ordered  on  this  morning,  Greneral  Foster  being  in  the  advance  and 
center.  General  Reno  on  the  left,  and  General  Parke  on  the  right.  Just  above 
Ashby's  Harbor  the  island  from  shore  to  shore  was  marshy,  swampy  gi-ound. 
A  causeway  had  been  built  up  the  center  of  the  island,  and  on  this,  about 
one  mile  and  a  half  from  the  harbor,  was  a  fort,  which  was  flanked  by  what 
seemed  to  be  impassable  ground ;  but  it  did  not  prove  to  be  so  to  om*  ti-oops. 
General  Foster  jjressed  the  rebels  in  front,  General  Reno  passed  around  the  left 
with  his  l:)rigade,  often  waist-deep  in  the  marsh,  thi'ougli  almost  imi^enetrable 
thickets,  until  he  gained  the  right  flank  of  the  enemy's  line.  General  Parke 
performed  equally  good  service  on  the  right,  and  after  advantageous  positions 
had  been  obtained,  the  work  was  canied  by  a  simultaneoiis  assaidt,  and 
from  that  time  there  was  no  hindrance  to  the  march  of  our  troops  to  the 
head  of  the  island  and  to  the  forts  on  the  shore,  where  the  entire  ganison 
was  eaptui-ed.  The  naval  fleet  pui'sued  the  rebel  gun-boats,  nearly  all  of 
which,  however,  were  destroyed  by  their  crews,  to  prevent  captm-e.  The 
results  of  this  important  "\dctory  were  gi'eat,  particularly  in  inspuing  the 
confidence  of  the  country  in  the  efiicieucy  of  its  armies  in  the  field. 

The  troops  enjoyed  their  rest  at  Roanoke  Island,  but  were  not  allowed  to 
remain  idle  long.  On  the  26th  of  February,  orders  were  given  to  make 
arrangements  to  embark  for  New  Berne,  and  within  f om*  days  they  were  all  on 
board.  On  the  12tli  of  March,  the  entire  command  was  anchored  oft'  the  mouth 
of  Slocum's  Creek,  and  about  fom-teen  mUes  from  New  Berne.  The  approach 
to  the  city  had  been  obstructed  by  piles  and  sunken  vessels.  About  four 
miles  from  New  Berne  a  large  fort  on  the  shore  had  Ijeen  buUt,  with  a  hea%'y 
armament,  and  a  line  of  earth- works  extended  from  the  fort  inland  a  distance 
of  some  two  miles,  where  it  ended  in  almost  impassable  gi-ound. 

On  the  night  of  the  12th,  orders  were  given  for  landing,  and  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  13th  the  troops  were  pufe  ashore,  in  very  much  the  same  way  that 
they  had  been  at  Roanoke.  By  1  o'clock  the  del)arkation  was  finished,  and 
the  troops  were  put  in  line  of  march.  About  this  time  the  rain  began  to  fall, 
and  the  road  became  almost  impassable.  No  ammunition  could  be  carried 
except  what  the  men  themselves  could  carry.  No  artillery  could  be  taken 
except  the  small  howitzers,  which  were  hauled  by  the  ti'oops  with  drag-ropes. 
This  was  one  of  the  most  disagreeable  and  difficult  marches  that  I  witnessed 
during  the  war.  We  came  in  contact  with  the  enemy's  pickets  just  before 
dark,  wlien  it  was  decided  to  delay  the  attack  until  morning.  That  night  a 
most  dreary  bivouac  followed.  Early  tlie  next  morning,  notwithstanding  the 
fog,  the  disjtosition  f(n"  the  attack  was  made.  General  Foster  was  ordered  to 
engage  the  enemy  on  the  right,  (^reneral  Reno  to  pass  around  on  the  extreme 
left,  and  General  Parke  to  occupy  the  center.     Wc  were  nuich  nearer  to  the 
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enemy  than  we  expected,  and  were  soon  in  contact  with  them.  Greneral  Fos- 
ter rapidly  closed  with  them,  and  met  with  severe  resistance.  He  asked  for 
reenforcements,  bnt  was  told  that  every  man  had  been  ordered  into  action, 
and  that  there  were  no  reserves.  The  contest  was  sharp,  bnt  brief.  The  4th 
Ehode  Island  broke  the  enemy's  line  near  where  it  crossed  the  railroad,  after 

which  the  enemy  wavered,  and  a  general 
advance  of  oxu-  whole  line  placed  us  in 
possession  of  the  works.  The  enemy 
fled  to  New  Berne,  burning  the  bridge 
behind  them.  Our  troops  rapidly  pur- 
sued, but  the  fact  that  they  had  to  cross 
the  river  in  boats  prevented  them  from 
capturing  the  main  body  of  the  enemy. 
As  it  was,  large  numbers  of  prisoners 
and  munitions  fell  into  our  hands.  In 
the  meantime  the  naval  vessels  had 
worked  their  way  np  to  the  city  and 
aided  in  the  transportation  of  the  troops 
across,  and  New  Berne  was  occupied  on 
the  afternoon  of  the  14tli. 
It  stiU  remained  for  us  to  reduce  Fort 
COLONEL  zEBULos  E.  VANCE,  GOVERNOR  OF  NORTH   Macou,  Beaufort.    To  thls  work  General 

CAROLINA,  1862-5;  AT  THE  BATTLE  OF  NEW  BEKNE,  IN       T)1:"U.-,1  .1.^  T^l 

COMMAND  OF  THE  26TH  NORTH  CAROLINA  REGIMENT,    r  arKC  s  Drigacle  was  orciereu..    inecoun- 
EKOH  A  PHOTOGRAPH.  ^^.^  ^gt^ggj^  ^^^  Bgryg  ^ud  Bcaufort 

was  immediately  occupied,  and  a  passage  by  hand-car  was  made  between 
the  two  places,  all  the  rolling-stock  having  been  run  off  the  road.  By  the 
morning  of  the  11th  of  April  regular  siege  operations  had  been  begun  by 
General  Parke  and  were  pressed  rapidly  forward,  and  by  the  26th  of  April 
the  garx'ison  at  Beaufort  had  been  forced  to  siuTender. 

Thus  another  victory  was  to  be  inscribed  upon  our  banner.  The  Rhode 
Island  troops  bore  a  most  honorable  part  in  this  conflict.  After  that,  sev- 
eral small  expeditions  were  sent  into  the  interior  of  the  country,  all  of  which 
were  successful. 

Much  to  my  sorrow,  on  the  3d  of  the  following  July  I  was  ordered  to  go  to 
the  Peninsula  to  consult  with  General  McClellan,  and  after  that  my  duties  as 
commanding  officer  in  North  Carolina  ended ;  but  a  large  proportion  of  the 
troops  of  the  expedition  served  under  me  dui'ing  the  remainder  of  the  war,  as 
members  of  the  gallant  Ninth  Corps. 

The  Bui'nside  expedition  has  passed  into  history;  its  record  we  can  be 
proud  of.  No  body  of  troops  ever  had  more  difficulties  to  overcome  in  the 
same  space  of  time.  Its  perils  were  both  by  land  and  water.  Defeat  never 
befell  it.  No  gun  was  lost  by  it.  Its  experience  was  a  succession  of  honor- 
able victories. 


THE   OPPOSING    FORCES   AT    ROANOKE    ISLAND    AND 
NEW    BERNE.  N.  C. 

The  corapositiOD,  losses,  ami  strength  of  r*ach  army  as  here  stau^l  prive  the  /»ist  of  all  llie  ilata  oblainable  in  Uie  Official 
Recortl.4.    K  stands  for  killed  ;  w  for  woundeil ;  ni  w  for  mortally  wounded ;  m  for  captured  or  missins  :  c  for  captured. 


THE   UXION  FORCES. 


ARMY.—  Miyor-Weneral  Ambrose  E.  Bumside. 
NAVY.— Flag-Offlcer  I..  M.  Goldsborough. 


TROOPS. — Firfil  Tirif/adf,  Brijr.-OoTi.  .Tnlin  G.  FoBter: 
lOtli  Conu.,Ci)l.  ciiiiili'rJL.  Kiirts.ll  (kat  Itiiiinokf),  Lieut. - 
Col.  Albert  W.  Diiiki-;  iM  .'\ra-<.,  c.l.  .h>hn  Kurtz;  24th 
Mass.,  f'ol  Tli(iin:is  (;.  Sti-veiisou ;  wtli  Mass.,  Col.  Edwiu 
Upton  :  27tli  MasH.,  Col.  H(jrace  C.  Lee.  Brigade  loss: 
Roauoke.  k.  Ill;  w,  113  =  132.  New  Berne,  k,  37;  w,  li.5  = 
182.  liccoiid  ISriijaile,  Brig. -Gen.  Jesse  L.  Reno:  21st 
Mass.,  Lieut.-Col.  Alberto  C.  Maggi  (at  Roauokc),  Lieut. - 
Col.  William  S.  Clark  (at  New  Berne);  9tli  N.  J.,  Lieut.- 
Col.  Charles  A.  Heekjuan;  61st  N.  Y'..  Col.  Edward  Fer 
rero ;  51st  Pa.,  Col.  John  F.  Hartranft.  Brigade  loss  ; 
Roanoke,  k,  15 ;  w,  79 ;  m,  13  =  107.  New  Berne,  k,  30 ;  w, 
169  =  199.  Third  Briijude,  Erig.-Geu.  John  G.  Parke:  8th 
Conn.,  Col:  Edward  Harkand;  11th  Conn,  (not  at  Roa- 
noke), Lieut.-Col.  Charles  Mathewson  ;  9th  N.  Y'.  mot  at 
New  Berne),  Col.  Rush  C.  Hawkins:  4th  R.  L,  Col.  Isaac 
P.  Rodman;  5th  R.  I.  (1st  Battalion),  Maj.  John  Wright. 
Bri.gade  loss  :  Roanoke,  w,  17.  New  Berne,  k,  21 ;  w,  68  = 
79.  Vnassiffncil :  Betachnieut  IstN.  Y'.  Marine  Artillery, 
Col.  William  A.  Howard;  Co.  B,  99th  N.  Y'.  (Union  Coast 
Guard),  Lieut.  Charles  W.  Tillotson  (c  at  New  Berne). 
Un,aB.signed  loss ;  Roanoke  Island,  k,  2 ;  w,  5  =  7. 
New  Berne,  k,  2 ;  w,  8 ;  m,  1  =  11. 
DIVISION  OF  ARMED  VESSELS,  Capt.  S.  F.  Hazard : 

Picket.  Capt.  T.  P.  Ives ;  Yidetic,  Capt,  John  L.  Poster ; 
Hussar,  Capt.  Frederick  Crocker  ;  Lancer,  Capt.  M. 
B.  Morley ;  Jianr/cr,  Capt.  Samuel  Emerson;  Chasseur, 
Capt.  John  West  ;  Pioneer,  Capt.  Charles  E.  Baker. 
[Only  the  Picket  appears  to  have  been  used  oflFensively 
in  the  attack  on  New  Berne.] 
N.w.M.  DIVISION.  Commanders.  C.  Rowan: 

Philadel/)hi(i  (fl[ig-steamer).  Acting  Master  Com.  Sihis 
Re,viiold8;  Slurs  and  Stripes.  Lieut  -Coin.  Reed  Wcrden  ; 
Louisiana,  Lieut. -Coiii.  A.  Murray  :  //<■/;?/.  Lieut. -Com. 
H.  K.  Davenport  ;  J'lidcnrritcr,  Lieut. -Coin.  William  X. 
Jeffers  (at  Roauoki').  Lieut. -Com.  .\.  Iloiikius  (at  New 
Berne);  lleliimin-.  Lieut.-('(im.  S.  P.  (luaikculinsh ;  Cowi- 
modnrr  Perrti,  lacut. Cnni.  C.  \V.  Flusser:  Vullei/  Cili/. 
Lieut. -Com.  J.  C.  Cliaplin :  Cuinmodorc  lUiruei/.  Actiui^ 


Lieut. -Com.  K.  T.  Keiishaw  ;  Hunchback,  .\cting  VoL 
Lieut.-Com.  E.  K.  Colhoun  ;  SouthyieUi  (flag-steamer  tem- 
porarily at  Roanoke).  Acting  Vol.  Lieut.  Com.  C.  F.  W. 
Belim;  Morse,  Acting  Master  Com,  Peter  Hayes;  ir7<i7e- 
head  (at  Roanoke),  Acting  Master  Com.  Charles  .\. 
French ;  Loekirood,  Acting  Master  Com,  G,  W.  Graves ; 
Briukcr,  Acting  Master  Com,  John  E,  Giddings :  Sey- 
mour (at  Roanoke),  Acting  Master  Com,  F.  S,  Wells ; 
Ceres  (at  Roanoke),  Acting  Master  Com.  John  McDi.ar- 
inid;  Putnam  (at  Roanoke),  Acting  Master  Com.  W.  J. 
Hotchkiss ;  Shatrsheen  (at  Roanoke),  Acting  Master 
Com.  Tliomas  J.  Woodward  ;  Granite  (at  Ro."inoke),  Act- 
ing Master's  Mate  Com.  E.  Boomer. 

The  batteries  of  the  Uni<m  vessels  at  Roanoke  Island 
and  New  Berne  were  as  follows:  Philndelphia.  1  twelve- 
pounders  :  Stars  and  .Stripes,  4  eight-inch,  1  twenty- 
pounder  rifle.  2  twelve-pounders;  Louisiana,  I  eight- 
inch,  3  thirty-two- pounders,  1  twelve-pounder  ;  Hetcfl, 
1  nine-inch,  1  eighty-pounder  rifle;  VnflcnrrHfr.  1 
eight-inch,  1  eight.v-pounder  rifle.  2  twelve-pounders ; 
Delaware,  1  nine-inch,  1  thirt.v-two  jwucder,  1  twelve- 
pounder;  Commodore  Perry,  1  one-himdre<l-pounder 
rifle,  4  nine-inch,  1  twelve-pounder ;  Valley  city.  4  thirty- 
two-pounders,  1  twelve-pounder  ;  Commodore  Barney, 
4  nine-inch,  1  thirty-two-pounder.  1  twelve-pounder: 
Hunchback,  3  nine-inch,  1  oue-hundred-pounder  rifle; 
Southfield,  3  nine-inch,  1  one-hundred-pounder  rifle: 
Morse,  2  nine-inch;  Whitehead.  1  nine-inch:  iofA-iroorf. 
1  eighty-pounder  rifle.  2  twelve-pounders:  Henry 
Brinkcr,  1  thirty -pounder  rifle;  Seymour,  1  thirty- 
pomider  rifle,  1  twelve-pounder:  Ceres,  1  thlrty-poimder 
rifle,  1  thirty-two-pounder;  Putnam.  1  twenty-pounder 
rifle,  1  thirty-two-pounder ;  ShaKsheen.  2  twenty-pounder 
rifles;  Granite.  1  thirty-two-poiuider. 

The  total  Union  loss  at  Roanoke  Island  was  37  killed, 
214  wounded,  and  13  uii.ssiui:  =  26i ;  and  at  New  Berne  90 
Idlled.  3811  wouudcil.  and  1  missing  =  471.  At  the  former 
place  the  navy  lost  |i'.\clusivc  of  details  from  the  army)  3 
killed  and  U  wounded,  and  at  the  latter  place  4  wounded. 
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KOANOKE  ISLAND,  Brig.-Geii,  Henry  A,  Wisi',  Col,  H, 
M,  Shaw  (c),  second  in  command. 

Troojis:  2d  N,  C,  Battalion,  Lieut.-Col,  Wharton  J. 
Green;  8th  N.  C,  Col,  II.  M.  Shaw;  17th  N.  C.  (3  co's), 
Mi^^.  G.  H.  Hill ;  ;nst  N.  C,  Col.  John  Y.  Jordan :  4Gth 
Va.,  Ma,i.  H.  W.  Fry:  69th  Va..  Lieut.-rol.  rrank  P, 
Anderson. 
NAVAL  FORCES,  Flag-OfHccr  William  F.  Lynch  : 

Sca-Biril  (nag-steauicr),  Lieut.-Com.  Patrick  McCar- 
riek;  Curlnr,  Com.  Thomas  T,  Hunter;  Kllis.  Lieut, - 
Com,  J,  W,  Cooke  ;  Beaufort.  Lienf.-Coui,  W.  II.  rarker; 
Raleiiih.  laent.-Coiii.  J,  W,  .Vlcxander;  Funny.  Mid- 
shipman Taylor;  riirrrst.  Lieut, -Com.  James  L.  Iloole 
(w),  TIlc  Si(i-i:iril  was  armed  witli  1  thirty-two-pounder 
.sniooth-lKue  ami  1  tliirty-poundcr  rifle.  Tlie  ot  Iter  vessels 
carried  each  1  tliirty-two-piuindcr  rilli'. 

The  total  loss  of  tlie  Confederate  army  is  riporlcd  at 


23  killed,  58  wounded,  62  missing,  ami  al)out   J.wo  cap- 
tured.   The  loss  of  the  navy  was  6  woundeii. 
NEW  BERNE,  Brig.-GcH.  L.  O'B.  Branch. 

Troops:  7th  N.  C,  Col.  R  P.  Campbell  (commanded 
the  right  wing).  Lieut. -Ccd.  E.  G.  Haywoml ;  19th  N.  C. 
(cavaUy).  Col,  S,  B.  Spruill ;  2Gth  X.  C.  Col.  Z<>hulon  B. 
Vance ;  27th  X,  C,.  M:(\.  John  A,  Gilmer.  Jr.  :  28th  X.  C 
Lieut,-Col  Thomas  L.  I.owe ;  Kid  X.  C.  Col.  Clark  M. 
Avery  (c),  Lieut.-Col.  R.  F.  Hoke:  3,'.th  N.C., Col.  James 
Sinclair ;  37th  X.  C.  <^ol.  Cliarle.s  C.  Lee  (commanded  the 
loft  wingi,  Lieut.  (Nil.  William  >L  Barbour:  Coniiwiij'  N. 
C.  Heavy  .\rtinery,  Captjiiu  C.  C.  Whitehurst:  Special 
Battalion  X.  C.  Militia.  Col,  H,  J.  B,  Hark:  X.  C. 
Batteries.  Capts,  T.  IL  Brem  and  X.  C,  I.;itham. 

The  total  Confederate  loss  was  lU  killed,  101  wounded, 
413  captured  or  missing  =  57.S.  Brnneli  .says  of  the  miseiug, 
•'  .\bout  201)  are  prisoners  and  the  remainder  at  homo." 


Tlierc  isnodefluite  stat(mient  in  the  Clllclal 
fiiriii,s|i  00  satisfactory  basis  for  an  cslimad'. 


cords  of  the  luunliers  eucigi-d  on  either  side,  and  the  n-tums 
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POPE'S   HOUSE 


DU  PONT  AND  THE  PORT  ROYAL  EXPEDITIONJ 

BY   DANIEL    AMMEN,    REAR-ADMIEAL.  IT.  S.  N. 

i"  AFTER  the  inatiguration  of  Mi-.  Lincoln  as  Presi- 
^  dent  of  the  United  States,  in  March,  1861,  a 
painful  lethargy  seemed  to  pervade  every  branch  of 
the  Administration,  while  the  South  was  arming  and 
organizing  with  extraordinary  acti\T.ty  for  the  avowed 
pm-pose  of  destroying  the  Grovernment,  which  appar- 
.„o« .  ».,-T,„.  SK.TCM.  ^^^^^y  supinely  awaited  that  event.     The  attack  on 

Fort  Sumter  broke  the  spell,  'after  which  an  almost  frantic  energy  mani- 
fested itself  at  the  North  in  raising  troops  and  in  the  purchase  and  arma- 
ment of  vessels  to  blockade  the  thousands  of  miles  of  Southern  coasts. 
Naturally,  the  Navy  Department  sought  the  advice  of  Professor  Alexander 
D.  Bache,  Superintendent  of  the  Coast  Survey,  and  it  was  at  his  suggestion 
that  the  department  secured  a  laoard  of  conference  composed  of  Captain  S.  F. 
Du  Pont,  of  the  Na\'y,  as  President,  and  Major  J.  G.  Barnard,  U.  S.  Engi- 
neers, Professor  Bache,and  Commander  Charles  H.  Davis,  LT.  S.  Navy,  as 
members. 

In  a  private  letter  Captain  Du  Pont  wi-ote,  on  the  1st  of  June :  "  It  may  be 
that  I  shall  be  ordered  to  Washington  on  some  temporary  duty,  on  a  board 
to  arrange  a  programme  of  blockade — first  suggested  by  Professor  Bache." 
The  first  memoir  of  the  conference  in  the  confidential  letter-book  of  the  Navy 
Department  is  written  in  pencil,  has  many  erasures  and  interlineations,  and 
is  evidently  the  original  di"aft  of  a  paper,  probably  referred  and  never 
returned.   It  closes  as  follows : 

"  Finally,  we  will  repeat  the  remark  made  in  the  beginning  of  this  report,  that  we  think  the 
expedition  to  Feruandina  should  be  undertaken  simultaneously  with  a  similar  expedition  having 
a  purely  militai-y  character.  We  are  preparing  a  brief  report  on  the  latter,  which  we  shall  have 
the  honor  to  submit  in  a  few  days." 


J  Recently,  the  private  correspondence  of  Ad- 
miral Du  Pont  has  been  kindly  put  within  the 
scope  of  my  researches,  and  his  very  clear  and 
precise  reports  of  the  Port  Royal  expedition  have 
been  carefully  examined,  together  with  the  reports 
of  officers  commanding  vessels,  the  log-books  of 


most  of  the  ships  engaged,  and  other  documentary 
evidence.  No  labor  has  been  spared  in  verifying 
the  events  narrated,  notvpithstanding  that  my 
presence  throughout  our  operations,  in  command  of 
the  gun-boat  Seneca,  gave  me  an  intelligent  per- 
sonal view  of  the  whole  subject. —  D.  A. 
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A  carefully  prepared  memoir,  evidently  the  thii'd,  dated  July  16th,  discusses 
the  question  of  blockade  of  the  coast  from  Cape  Heniy  to  Cape  Remain  in 
one  section,  and  from  thence  to  Cape  Florida  in  another  section.  These  were 
afterward  the  limits  of  the  Noi-th  and  South  Atlantic  blockading  squadrons. 
A  fourth  report,  dated  July  26th,  in  treating  of  the  methods  to  l>e  employed 
in  carrying  out  the  blockade,  states : 

"  Our  second  memoir,  in  which  we  discussed  the  occupation  of  Bull's  Bay,  St.  Helena  Sound, 
and  Port  Royal  Bay,  has  left  us  little  to  say  on  the  first  of  those  subsections.  When  the  three 
anchorages  above  mentioned  are  secured,  the  \yhole  of  this  part  of  oui'  coast  will  be  under  com- 
plete control.  But  you  are  better  aware 
than  oiu'selves  of  the  favorable  manner  in 
which  our  foreigrn  political  relations  would 
be  affected  by  the  possession  of  one  or  more 
of  the  three  points,  the  seizure  of  which  was 
the  topic  of  the  second  memoir.  J.  A  pre- 
ceding discussion  would  be  incomplete,  if  we 
were  not  to  repeat  at  the  conclusion  that  an 
inland  passage  fi-om  Savannah  to  Feman- 
dina,  long  used  by  steamboats  drawing  five 
feet  of  water,  unites  in  one  common  interest 
and  intercoiu'se  all  the  bays,  souniL<,  rivers, 
and  inlets  of  which  we  have  given  Uttle  more 
than  the  names.  A  superior  naval  force 
must  command  the  whole  of  this  di\"ision  of 
the  coast." 

On  July  25th,  Captain   Du  Pout 
wrote : 

■'  They  have  our  memoirs,  and,  Mr.  Fox 
tells  me,  are  at  them.  We  are  to  see  the 
Secretaiy,  Jlr.  Welles,  to-night,  at  our  re- 
quest, to  talk  over  oui-  labors."  .  .  .  [July 
26th.]  '•  Last  night  om-  conference  had  a 
meeting  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Na\"y  and 
Jlr.  Fox,  when  the  subject  of  the  expeditions 
was  entered  into.  The  Cabinet  had  our  papei's  again."'  [July  SSth.]  '•  I  sat  up  last  night  in  the 
Navy  Department  until  eleven,  with  Charles  Davis,  to  prepare  for  this  meeting,  by  condensing 
into  notes  the  pith  of  our  reports,  and  to  read  them  to  the  board  when  called  upon  :  but  General 
Meigs  seemed  to  desire  that  our  full  reports  should  be  read,  which  I  could  not,  of  course. 
ask  to  be  done,  without  seeming  to  attacli  too  much  importance  to  them.  General  Scott  s;»id 
at  the  conclusion,  they  were  of  singiUar  ability,  and  he  adopted  every  word  of  them :  and 
General  Totten  told  me  there  was  not  a  criticism  made.  The  meeting  consisted  of  General 
Scott,  General  Totten,  General  Jleigs,  Colonel  T.  W.  Sherman.  Captain  H.  G.  Wright,  of  the 
Engineers,  and  Colonel  Cullum,  aide-de-camp  to  the  general." 

Memoirs  dated  August  9th,  September  2d  and  3d,  follow,  giving  a  discus- 
sion of  the  blockade  on  the  west  coast  of  Florida,  and  to  the  border  of  Mexico. 

A  memoir  dated  Septemlnn'  12tli  discusses  a  proposition  submitted  from  the 
(l(>partment  in  relation  to  the  taking  of  Fort  Macon,  which  closes  as  follows : 

"We  beg  leave  to  obsei've  that  here,  and  in  all  our  previous  i-eports  and  memoirs,  we  have 
conlined  oursehes  to  the  treatment  of  cases,  more  or  less  special  or  genei-al,  connected  with,  and 

tljAs  it  refornil  to  a  pinvly  military  expedition,  tins  meiiioir  was  probably  referred  to  the  War 
Department,  since  it  is  not  in  llio  cinifideutial  files  of  the  Navy  Department. —  D.  .\. 
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tending  to  promote,   the  efficiency  and  activity  of  the  blockade  of  the 
Southern  shores.     We  have  not  entered  upon  the  exclusive  considera- 
tion of  the  gi'eat  military  expeditions  alone ;  we  have  treated  mixed 
expeditions  compounded  of  military  and  naval  operations,  and  re- 
quii'ing  combined  naval  and  military  action." 

In  tlie  above  extracts  we  eau  note  the  inception 
of  the  Port  Royal  expedition,  so  ably  exeented  and 
so  important  in  its  results,  as  well  as  the  crea- 
tion of  a  systematic  plan  of  blockade,  practi- 
cally extending  from  Cape  Hatteras  to  the 
Rio  Grande.    It  seems  just  to  the  memory 
of  the  late  Rear- Admiral  Du  Pont  and 
his  associates  in  the  conference,  all  of 
whom  have  passed  away,  to  present 
these  important  facts  in  a  substan- 
tial and  reliable  form. 

The  early  attempts  at  blockad- 

coast  from  Hatteras  to  Florida 
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parture  of  blockade-runners. 

The  only  possible  policy  for  the 
Navy  Department  was  to  secure  the 
cooperation  of  the  army.     And  after 
a  well-outlined  preliminary  agreement, 
Greneral  Thomas  W.  Sherman,  on  the  2(1 
of  August,  1861,  was  directed  "to  proceed 
immediately  to  New  York  and  organize,  m 
connection  with  Captain  Du  Pont,  of  the  na\^, 
an  expedition  of  twelve  thousand  men.     Its  des- 
tination," said  his  orders,  "you  and  the  naval  com- 
mander will  determine  after  you  have  sailed." 

A  dozen  or  more  small  gun-boats  were  then  under 
construction  in  the  Northern  States  on  contract,  and 
vessels  of  every  size,  from  a  canal  steamboat  to  the 
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largest  coasting  steamers,  were  purchased  and  fitted  with  batteries,  shell- 
roorQS,  and  magazines,  both  for  this  expedition  and  to  supply  the  general 
wants  of  the  ser\'ice  in  establishing  and  maintaining  the  most  extended  and 
effective  blockade  ever  known  in  history.  Under  date  of  August  22d,  1861, 
Captain  Du  Pont  wrote  from  New  York : 

"  We  drove  where  several  of  the  purchased  vessels  were  being  altered,  and  examined  the 
Alabama,  Augusta,  and  Stars  and  Stripes.  But,  alas  !  it  is  Uke  altering  a  vest  into  a  shirt  to  con- 
vert a  trading  steamer  into  a  man-of-war.  Except  that  there  is  a  vessel  and  a  steam-engine,  all 
else  is  inadaptable ;  but  there  is  no  help  for  it  —  the  exigency  of  the  lilockade  demands  it.^ 
[August  23d.]  "  The  Titscarora  (new  steam  sloop-of-war)  was  launched  at  Philadelphia  yester- 
day. She  was  built  in  fifty-eight  daj's,  and  thorouglily  built  too.  Her  keel  was  growing  in 
Sussex  county,  Delaware,  seventy  days  ago." 

On  the  19th  of  October,  1861,  eighty  days  after  the  date  of  the  order  to 
General  Sherman  above  quoted,  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont  (as  officers  in  command 
of  squadrons  were  then  styled)  left  New  York  on  lioard  of  the  steam-frigate 
Wahush,  followed  by  numerous  men-of-war,  among  which  were  foiu-  small 
vessels,  the  Uiiadilla,  Ottawa,  Penihina,  and  Seneca^  built  in  gi-eat  haste  and 
called  "  ninety-day  gun-boats,"  as  the  contract  had  requu'ed  then-  completion 
within  that  time.  Other  vessels  piu-chased  and  improvised  for  war  pmi:)Oses 
proceeded  when  ready  to  Hampton  Roads,  Avhere  the  large  troop  transports 
had  already  congregated,  as  well  as  war  vessels,  regular,  irregular,  and  defective. 
Among  them  were  ferry-boats  and  the  old  steamer  (roren/or,  never  in  her  best 
days  adapted  to  a  sea  voyage,  on  lioard  of  which  were  six  huncb-ed  marines, 
sent  as  a  force  to  operate  speedily  and  without  embarrassment  in  conjunction 
with  naval  vessels.  Twenty-five  chartered  schooners,  laden  with  coal,  were 
also  on  hand,  and,  after  being  partially  lightened  by  filhug  the  bunkers  of  the 
squadron,  were  sent  to  sea  under  convoy  of  the  sailing  sloop  VaudaJia  the 
day  lief  ore  the  departure  of  the  fleet. 

On  the  morning  of  the  29th  of  October,  the  vessels  of  war  and  the  army 
transports  of  all  classes  steamed  outside  and  formed  in  order  of  sailing, 
wliich  was  the  double  echelon.  The  reader  may  know  that  this  is  in  the 
shai:)e  of  an  inverted  V,  the  leading  vessel  being  the  point,  and  the  other 
vessels  stretching  out  in  lines  but  heading  in  a  common  direction.  Oxw  proc- 
ess of  formation  was  not  complete  when  the  gtm-boat  UumJUta  became  dis- 
abled, and  the  signal  was  made  to  take  her  in  tow.  Our  rate  of  speed  was 
quite  slow,  due  to  a  head-wind,  and  to  the  varied  character  of  the  vessels 
composing  the  fleet,  which  was  larger  than  was  ever  before  commanded  by 
an  American  officer.  Cape  Hatteras,  little  more  than  a  Imndred  miles  from 
Cape  Henry,  was  not  reached  until  1  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  31st, 
wlien  two  of  the  lieavier  transports  struck  slightly  on  the  shoals,  which 
caused  all  of  us  to  make  for  the  sotitli-east ;  and  soon  after,  wlien  south  of 
the  ca})e,  we  Itore  away.  The  w'wmX  had  liauled  more  to  the  eastward  before 
we  readied  Hatteras,  and  that,  willi  a  rough  sea,  had  caused  considerable 
indraught;  aiul  th(>  drift  from  the  action  of  the  \\\ui\  on  the  largi"  hulls,  aildeil 
to  our  low  s})eed,  had  set  us  considerably  to  leeward. 

Hatteras  is  known  to  navigators  as  being  subject  to  great  and  sudden 
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changes  in  the  weather :  there  are  few  nights  in  the  year  when  lightning 

cannot  be  seen  from  the  top  of  the  light-house,  usually  to  seaward,  over  the 

GruLf  Stream,  which  here  approaches  nearer  to  the  coast  than  at  any  other 

point.    An  ocean  depth  of  2000  fathoms  or  more  stretches  almost  in  a  direct 

line  from  the  low  sand  islands  east  of  Nassau  to  within  a  distance  of  12  miles 

of  the  cape ;  from  the  shore  the 

water  deepens  very  rapidly  to  100 

fathoms,  and  then  falls  abruptly 

to  a  depth  of  2500  fathoms.  This 

great   depth,    so   near  the  land, 

and  the  Gulf  Stream  sweeping 

even   nearer,   are    the    probable 

causes  of  the  sudden  and  violent 

changes    of   the    weather    there 

prevailing,  which  were  discussed 

in   one   of   the   memoirs  of   the 

conference. 

On  rounding  the  cape,  the  wind 
gradually  rose,  the  sea  became 
heavy,  a  dull  leaden  sky  shut 
out  the  light,  and  not  long  after 
midday  there  were  assurances  of 
a  south-east  gale.  About  2:30 
p.  M.  the  weather  was  so  rough 
that  signal  was  made  from  the 
flag-ship  to  commanders  of  ves- 
sels to  disregard  the  order  of  saiUng  and  take  care  of  their  individual 
commands. 

In  order  to  make  the  best  of  our  way,  and  the  better  to  avoid  collisions 
with  other  vessels  of  the  fleet,  the  Seneca  was  kept  on  the  port  tack,  and 
"  hove  to,"  barely  turning  the  engines,  the  vessel  being  under  close-reefed 
fore  and  main  sails.  Had  she  been  square-rigged,  the  other  tack  would  have 
been  necessary  to  her  safety.  In  the  drifting  mists  and  rain,  it  soon  grew 
dark.  The  greater  part  of  that  night  I  stood  under  the  lee  of  the  weather 
bulwark,  near  the  wheel,  casting  glances  to  windward,  to  be  in  readiness  to 
bear  away  should  a  vessel  be  seen  coming  down  upon  us.  It  was  a  long, 
weary,  and  anxious  night.  On  peering  to  windward,  the  rain-drops  pelted  the 
face  like  sleet,  and  the  phosphorescent  spray  broke  over  us  in  superlative 
gi-andeur.  At  3  o'clock  I  observed  what  had  been  an  object  of  watchfulness — 
an  arch  rising  in  the  west,  precursor  of  a  sudden  change  of  wind.  The 
mainsail  was  lowered,  and  when  the  squall  struck  us  the  foresheet  was  shifted 
over.  At  9  or  10  A.  m.  the  gale  had  abated  greatly,  and  the  flag-ship  was  well 
under  our  lee  ;  we  then  wore  ship  and  were  soon  in  her  wake.  Later  in  the 
day  several  other  vessels  fell  into  line. 

We  will  now  note  the  actual  losses  from  the  gale,  that  became  known  to  us 
some  days  later.     The  Isaac  Smith  was  disabled  and  her  commander  forced 
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to  throw  liis  battery  overl^oard,  with  the  exception  of  one  oO-pounder  rifle,  to 
enable  him  to  go  to  the  assistance  of  the  Gorcr)ior,  which  foundered  at  sea. 
The  YoiiJHi  Rover,  fortunately  coming  up,  was  able  to  signal  to  the  sailing 
frigate  Sah'ine  in  the  distance,  and,  aftermost  strenuous  exertions,  the  marine 
battalion  and  crew  of  the  Governor,  with  the  exception  of  seven  who  were  lost, 
were  transferred  to  the  Sah'nie.  Of  the  army  transi^oi-ts,  the  Peerless,  laden 
with  stores,  went  down,  the  crew  being  rescued  by  the  Mohican.  The  steamers 
Belvidere,  Union,  and  Osceola,  having  army  stores  on  board,  Ijut  no  troops, 
either  sank  or  never  reached  then-  destination.  The  large  army  transport  Win- 
Jield  Scott  was  so  disabled  that  she  never  left  Port  Royal  hai-l lor  after  entering. 
The  morning  of  November  3d  was  a  bright  Sunday,  with  a  moderate  breeze 
and  a  smooth  sea.  Several  others  of  the  small  steamers  with  the  Seneia  were 
follo^^'ing  in  the  wake  of  the  flag-ship.  In  oliedience  to  signal,  I  went  on  board 
that  vessel,  and  i-eceived  ordei's  to  be  delivered  to  Captain  Lardner  of  the  Siis- 
qaehannu,  the  senior  officer  blockading  Charleston,  tlistant  about  thirty  mUes. 
These  directed  certain  vessels  to  rendezvous  off  Port  Royal  entrance,  but  not 
to  leave  the  line  of  blockade  until  after  nightfall.  Xo  sooner  was  the  Seneca 
fairly  in  sight  of  Sumter  than  the  signal  guns  were  fired,  to  announce  the 
arrival  of  the  avant-coiirier  of  the  fleet  that  they  knew  was  iuteudetl  for 
the  attack  of  Port  Royal.  After  passing  Bull's  Bay,  I  had  the  belief  that  we 
were  bound  for  Port  Royal,  but  no  actual  knowledge  of  the  fact  until  going 
on  board  of  the  Walxish,  as  my  orders  were  marked  "Confidential  —  not  to 
be  opened  tmless  separated  from  the  flag-ship."  At  the  very  time  we  were 
weathering  the  gale,  the  following  telegram  was  sent : 

"Richmond,  Nov.  1,  '(il.  Uov.  Piekciis,  C'olunibia,  S.  C.  1  havi'  just  veoeived  iiifoiination, 
which  I  considor  cntii-cty  roliablo,  that  the  enemy's  expedition  is  intended  for  Port  Royal. 
J.  P.  Benjamin,  Actingr  Stcrctavy  of  War." 

The  same  telegram  wtis  sent  to  (Tenei-als  Drayton  and  Ri]>lev,  conunand- 
ing  respectively  at  Port  Royal  and  Charleston. 

It  was  a  charming  mild  afternoon  wheti  I  stepju'd  on  tlie  deck  of  the  .S'h.n- 
qiii'h(nn/((.     Cai)tain  Lardner  was  delighted  with  Ins  orders,  and,  aft^n*  giving 
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liiau  sucli  informatiou  as  would  be  of  interest,  I  obtained  permission  to 
go  np  to  the  entrance  to  the  swash  channel,  which  was  well  known  to 
me  previously,  when  sounding. out  the  bar  on  Coast  Sui"vey  duty.  After 
the  sun  went  down,  aU  the  vessels  designated  left  the  line  of  blockade, 
proceeding,  like  oiu"selves,  to  the  entrance  of  Port  Eoyal  harbor,  some 
sixty  miles  away.  Following  the  seven-fathom  curve,  the  Seneca  rounded 
the  shoal  Ipug  east  of  the  main  channel,  known  as  "  Martin's  Industry,"  at 
early  daylight,  and  soon  after  found  a  small  black  barrel-buoy,  which,  we 
rightly  conjectured,  had  been  put  there  by  the  enemy.  An  horn-  after  sunrise, 
aided  by  the  refraction,  the  tops  of  the  pine-trees  on  both  sides  of  the  head- 
lauds  were  plainly  in  sight,  although  twelve  miles  off.  At  that  houi'  the 
flag-ship  Wabavh  was  at  anchor  with  several  other  vessels  about  two  miles 
distant,  and  the  eastern  horizon  was  flecked 
with  approaching  vessels.  We  steamed 
out  to  the  flag-ship  at  a  later  hour,  re- 
ported the  finding  of  the  barrel-buoy,  and 
were  informed  that  the  entrance  woiUd 
soon  be  sounded  out.  About  noon,  Cap- 
tain C.  A.  BouteUe,  in  the  Coast  Sm-vey 
steamer  Vixen,  with  the  gun-boats  Pair- 
nec,  Ottawa,  Pemhhta,  Ciiiien;  and  Seneca, 
crossed  the  bar  and  went  far  enough  in 
to  have  a  good  view  of  the  faces  and 
embrasiu'es  of  the  earth-works  that  we 
were  soon  to  engage,  the  one  on  Hilton 
Head  known  as  Fort  Walker  and  the 
other  on  Bay  Point  as  Fort  Beauregard.^ 

After  the  surveying  steamer  had  plauted 
some  buoys,  to  serve  as  general  guides, 
the  four  gun-boats  last  named  anchored 
in  the  channel  some  distance  apart,  as 
additional  guides,  the  one  farthest  in  beiug 
some  three  miles  from  Fort  Beaui-egard,  the  Vixen  and  the  Pawnee  going  out 
to  pilot  the  vessels  across  the  bar.  This  was  done  without  delay ;  aU  of 
them  that  came  in  had  no  more  than  eighteen  feet  draught.  Tliey  anchored 
a  mile  or  so  outside  of  the  gnu-boats,  and  from  the  shoal  ground  to  seaward. 

Near  sunset  three  steamers  came  outside  of  the  headlands  and  fired  at  our 
gun-boats  at  long  range.  The  steamers  were  under  the  command  of  Josiah 
Tattnall,  a  commodore  in  the  Confederate  service,  who  had  been  a  distinguished 
oflicer  of  oui-  navj",  and  had  resigned  some  time  before,  on  the  secession  of 
Georgia,  of  which  State  he  was  a  citizen.  His  vessels  were  river  boats ;  as 
men-of-war  they  were  in  every  respect  of  the  most  vulnerable  class.  The  four 
advanced  gun-boats  of  our  squadron  got  under  way,  pivoted  their  heavy 
shell-guns  over  the  starboard  bow,  and  headed  to  the  westward  so  as  to  bring 

i^  On  Nov.  15th,  1861,  General  T.  W.  Sherman  changed  the  name  of  Fort  Walker  to  Fort  Welles 
(after  Secretary  Welles),  and  of  Fort  Beauregard  to  Fort  Seward  (after  the  Secretary  of  State). 
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thnir  guns  to  bear.  This  course 
with  that  of  the  euemy  would 
soon  have  Vjrought  Tattnall's 
steamers  in  unpleasant  proxim- 
ity, and  in  consequence  they 
turned  abniptly,  passed  between 
the  headlands,  and  disappeared 
in  the  distance. 

Soon  after  sunrise  the  next 
day,  three  steamers  commanded 
l)y  Tattnall  made  their  appear- 
ance in  like  manner.  It  so  hap- 
pened that  ( ieueral  H.  (t.  Wiight, 
of  the  anny,  and  Captain  John 
Rodgers,  of  the  navj-,  had  gone 
on  board  of  the  Ottaua,  under 
the  instnictions  of  their  com- 
manding officers,  to  make  a 
reconnoissance  of  the  forts,  and 
had  brouglit  within  supporting 
distance  the  rainier,  caiT>ing 
a  heavy  battery,  and  the  Isnnc 
Si)iif]i,  carrj'iug  one  30-pounder 
rifle.  They  were  approaching 
when  Tattnall  was  pretty  weU 
out,  and  had  opened  fii-e  on  the 
smaller  gun-boats.  Signal  was 
made  to  the  Seneca,  Pembina, 
and  Curlew  to  follow  the  movements  of  the  Ottaira,  and  we  went  in,  follow- 
ing Tattnall's  steamers,  then  in  I'etreat,  and  firing  on  them,  until  we  wei'e 
nearly  on  an  air-line  between  the  two  earth-works  liefore  named.  They 
opened  fire  on  us,  at  rather  to(.)  long  a  range  for  effective  work,  with  smooth- 
bore guns ;  several  rifles  were  also  used  liy  the  forts,  as  well  as  by  the  Con- 
federate vessels.  One  of  our  shells  blew  iip  a  caisson  in  Fort  Beauregard, 
and  we  soon  became  fairly  informed  of  the  number  of  the  enemy's  guns  bear- 
ing on  the  entrance,  and  in  a  measure  as  to  their  caliber.  On  signal,  we  wont 
out  of  action  and  anchored,  without  ha-^iug  received  any  material  damage ;  the 
rigging  of  all  of  the  vessels  was  cut  more  or  less.  After  seven  bells,  "  when  the 
sun  is  over  the  foreyard,"  Tattnall'tj  flag-ship  Saiannah,  accompanied  by  a 
steamer,  came  out  on  the  flats,  or  shoaler  waters,  to  the  westward  of  the 
channel.  They  flew  about  somewhat  Avildly,  had  considerable  headway,  and 
threw  a  rifle-shell  occasionally,  firing  "  promiscuously,"  but  mostly  at  the 
nearest  vessel,  which  was  tlie  Seiieea.  Her  executive  officer  was  directed  to 
call  the  eleven-inch  jtivot  gun's  crew  to  tjuai'ters  and  fire  a  shell  at  ricochet, 
the  distance  supposed  to  be  about  2500  yards.  Tlie  gun  w.ts  at  once  reported 
ready,  and  the  request  maile  to  fire  at  an  ele\-ation.  Appreciating  the  fact  that 


MAP    OF    THE    NAVAL    ATTACK    AT    HILTON    HEAD,   KOV. 


DU  PONT  AND    THE  PORT  ROYAL  EXPEDITION. 


679 


one  rarely  does  well  wlieu  not  doing  what  he  thinks  best,  I  took  the  matter  per- 
sonally in  hand,  had  the  gun  leveled  and  trained  as  desired,  and  pulled  the 
lanyard.  The  huge  shell  skipped  along  the  sui-face  of  a  glassy  sea,  and,  as 
reported  from  aloft,  struck  the  vessel  abaft  the  starboard  wheel-house.  In  a 
moment  the  head  of  the  flag-ship  was  turned  for  the  harbor-,  and  she  lost  no 
time  in  entering,  followed  by  her  consort.  It  was  soon  afterward  known  that 
the  captain  of  the  vessel  had  availed  himself  of  the  temporary  absence  of 
Tattnall,  and  had  sallied  out  to  have  a  little  diversion,  which  would  have 
proved  serious  had  the  shell  exploded  that  lodged  in  the  hog-braces. 

About  the  time  of  this  occurrence,  the  flag-ship  Wahasli.  crossed  the  bar, 
followed  by  aU  of 
the  heavy  vessels, 
including  the  trans- 
ports, and  anchored 
some  two  miles  out- 
side of  Fishing  Bip 
Shoal,  some  five 
miles  from  the  forts, 
the  bar  being  about 
twelve  miles  outside 
of  the  headlands. 
Very  soon  after  the 
flag-ship  anchored, 
signal  was  made  for 
officers  commanding 
vessels  to  come  aboard.  On  their  arrival,  those  who  commanded  vessels  detailed 
for  the  main  line  were  invited  into  the  cabin,  and  instructions  were  given  as 
to  position  and  plan  of  battle ;  and  afterward  those  commanding  vessels  in 
the  flanking  line  received  their  instructions,  which  difiiered  as  to  the  duties  to 
be  performed  after  passing  within  and  beyond  the  earth-works.  It  was  the 
intention  of  the  flag-officer  at  that  time  to  go  at  once  into  action,  although 
the  hour  would  of  necessity  i)e  late. 

The  main  line  was  to  be  on  the  west  or  Hilton  Head  side,  in  hne  ahead,  and 
the  vessels  one  ship's-length  apart.  The  report  of  the  flag-officer  states  :  "The 
order  of  battle  comprised  a  main  squadi-on  ranged  in  line  ahead,  and  a  flank- 
ing squadi'on,  which  was  to  be  thrown  off  on  the  northern  section  of  the 
harbor  to  engage  the  enemy's  flotilla,  and  prevent  their  raking  the  rear  ships 
of  the  line  when  it  turned  to  the  southward,  or  cutting  off  a  disabled  vessel." 

The  leading  ship  of  the  main  squadron  was  the  frigate  Wahasli,  Commander 
C  R.  P.  Rodgers,  followed  by  the  frigate  Susquelianna,  Captain  J.  L.  Lardner ; 
sloop  Mohican,  Commander  S.  W.  Godon ;  sloop  Seiiiiiwle,  Commander  J.  P. 
Gilhs  ;  sloop  Pawnee,  Lieutenant  Commanding  R.  H.  Wyman  ;  gun-boat 
Unadilla,  Lieutenant  Commanding  N.  CoUins ;  gun-boat  Ottaira,  Lieutenant 
Commanding  T.  H.  Stevens  ;  gun-boat  Pemhlna,  Lieutenant  Commanding  J. 
P.  Bankhead;  and  the  sailing  sloop  Vandalla,  Commander  F.  S.  Haggerty, 
towed  by  the  Isaac  Smith,  Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  W.  A.  Nicholson.    The 
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llaiikiiig  siiuadron  was  led 
by  tli<'  guu-Vjoat  Bienville, 
Commander  CTiarles  Steed- 
mau,  followed  by  tlie  Seneca, 
Lieutenaut  Commanding 
Daniel  Ammen ;  gun-boat 
Curletr,  Lieutenant  Com- 
manding P.  G.  Watmough ; 
gun-boat  Fenf/iiin,  Lieuten- 
ant Commanding  T.  A. 
Budd ;  and  the  giui-1»oat 
Aniinsfa,  Commander  E.  (\. 
Parrott. 

The  plan  of  attack  was 
to  pass  up  midway  between 
Forts  Walker  and  Beam-e- 
gard,  reeeiAnng  and  rettuTi- 
ing  the  fu-e  of  both,  to  about 
two  and  one-half  miles  north 
of  the  forts,  then  to  turn  to- 
ward and  close  in  with  Fort 
Walker,  encountering  it  on 
its  weakest  flank,  and  at  the 
same  time  enfilading  its  two 
water  faces.  Wliile  stfind- 
iug  to  the  southward  the 
vessels  woidd  be  head  to 
tide,  with  just  enough  head- 
way to  preserve  the  order 
of  battle  in  passing  the  bat- 
teries ill  slow  succession, 
and  t(^  avoid  becoming  a 
fixed  mark  for  the  enemy's 
fire.  On  reaching  the  ex- 
tremity of  Hilton  Head  and 
the  shoal  ground  making  off 
from  it.  The  line  was  to  turn 
to  the  north  by  the  east, 
and,  passing  nortliward,  to 
engage  Fort  "Walker  with 
the  ]>ort  battery,  but  nearer 
tliaii  on  entering.  These 
ovohilitnis  wore  to  be  re- 
l^inited.  A  plan  of  battle 
was  sent  to  the  Xa^■y-  De- 
partment.   The  "New  York 
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Herald"  of  November  20th,   1861,   contains  a  diagram  in  accord  with  the 
above  statement,  and  was  probably  taken  from  the  otficial  one.     There  was 
another  point  in  the  instructions  given  by  the  flag-officer  to  officers  com- 
manding vessels  in  the  flanking  line  that  is  not  mentioned  in  his  report. 
He  said  in  substance,  if  not  in  words,  that,  in  passing  in,  the  flanking  line 
was  to  deliver  its  fire  against  the  fort  on  Bay  Point,  and  then  to  guard  the 
fleet  of  transports  within  the  bar  from  any  attempts  of  Tattnall ;  that  he  knew 
him  well ;  that  he  had  cour- 
age and  power  to  plan,  and 
in  the  heat  of  action  might 
try  to  run  out  to  destroy  the 
transports  which  it  was  the 
special  duty  of  the  flanking 
squadi'on  to   protect ;    and 
that  when  Tattnall  was  dis- 
posed of,  the  vessels  would 
take  an  enfilading  position 
somewhere    to   the    north- 
ward of  the  Hilton  Head  fort. 

After  receiving  oui-  in- 
structions, the  officers  com- 
manding vessels  returned  without  delay  to  their  commands,  and  made  prep- 
arations for  immediate  movement.  Soon  after,  the  flag-ship  made  signal  and 
got  under  way,  as  did  all  of  the  men-of-war.  The  Wabash  stood  in  toward 
the  forts,  and  got  aground.  "  In  our  anxiety  to  get  the  outline  of  the  forts 
before  dark,"  the  flag-officer  reported,  "  we  stood  in  too  near  to  Fishing  Rip 
Shoal,  and  the  vessel  grounded.  By  the  time  she  was  gotten  off  it  was  too 
late,  in  my  judgment,  to  proceed,  and  I  made  signal  for  the  squadron  to 
anchor  out  of  gimshot  of  the  enemy."  The  shoal  where  the  Wahash  grounded 
was  a  little  short  of  three  miles  from  the  forts.  The  vessels  anchored  in 
convenient  positions  for  the  formation  of  the  lines  when  signaled,  and 
were  sufficiently  inside  of  the  transports  to  be  unembarrassed  by  them  in 
forming. 

The  following  day  [November  7th]  we  had  a  heavy  westerly  wind.  The 
report  of  General  Thomas  F.  Drayton,  the  Confederate  commander,  states : 
"  On  the  6tli,  the  fleet  and  transports,  which  had  increased  to  about  forty-five 
sail,  would  probably  have  attacked  us  had  not  the  weather  been  very  boister- 
ous." This  conjecture  was  quite  right.  The  flag-officer  was  impatiently  await- 
ing the  aljatement  of  the  wind,  and  about  noon  was  almost  on  the  point  of 
going  in,  but  wisely  deferred  the  attack  until  we  could  make  it  without  dis- 
advantage. Drayton's  picturesque  report  of  the  engagement  continues :  "At 
last  the  memorable  7th  dawned  upon  us,  bright  and  serene ;  not  a  ripple  upon 
the  broad  expanse  of  water  to  disturb  the  accui-acy  of  fire  from  the  broad 
decks  of  that  magnificent  armada  about  advancing,  in  battle  array,  to  vomit 
forth  its  ii'on  hail,  with  all  the  si)iteful  energy  of  long-suppressed  rage  and 
conscious  strength." 
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LUNETTE    BATTERY.  UJKETTE    BATTERY.  TORT     BEAUREOUtD. 

B.\Y    POINT  AM)    FORT    EE.4UREG.VRD,    AFTER    CAPTURE.     FROM  A  WAB-TIKE  SKETCH. 

On  the  7th,  as  soou  as  the  moi-uing  light  peiTuitted,  signals  wei-e  made 
indicating  that  we  would  soon  move.  The  flag-ship  was  then  at  anchor  near 
where  she  had  gi'onnded,  nearly  thi'ee  miles  from  the  forts.  In  consequence 
of  a  hawser  fouling  her  propeller,  some  delay  occurred  in  foiTaiug  after  the 
vessels  were  under  way,  and  it  was  9  o'clock  when  signal  was  made  for 
close  order.  Tattnall's  flotilla  at  that  time  was  nearly  in  line  between  the 
forts.  I  As  we  advanced,  at  9:26,  the  forts,  as  well  as  the  enemy's  vessels, 
lying  right  ahead,  opened  fire  on  the  foremost  ships.  Soon  after,  the  flag-ship 
yawed  sufiicieutly  to  bring  a  heavj'  pivot  gun  on  her  bow  to  bear  on  Tattnall's 
command,  which  forced  him  to  retreat,  as  his  vessels  would  soon  have  been 
within  reach  of  our  broadside  guns.  At  that  time  oiu*  rate  of  speed  was 
about  six  miles,  and  we  were  soon  making  good  use  of  oiu-  batteries ;  the 
enemy  on  both  sides  of  the  bay  had  the  full  benefit  of  all  the  shells  that  both 
lines  could  send  with  precision.  So  gi-eat  was  the  cannons'  roar  that  it  was 
distinctly  heard  at  Fernandina,  seventy  miles  away.  There  was  deafening 
music  in  the  air,  which  came  from  far  and  near  and  all  around;  heavy 
clouds  of  dust  and  smoke,  due  to  our  buj-sting  shells  and  the  enemy's  fire, 
partly  obscured  the  earth-works,  while  our  vessels  were  but  dimly  seen 
through  the  smoke  from  their  own  guns  which  hung  over  the  water.  The  log- 
book of  the  flag-ship  states :  "At  9:45  the  Bicinilh'  ranged  alongside  om*  star- 
board beam."  This  was  eighteen  minutes  after  the  enemy  had  opened  fire  on 
thefleet,  and  eight  minutes  before  the  flag-ship  ceased  firing  and  turned  toward 
Hilton  Head  to  repass  the  fort  in  heading  toward  the  sea.  This  was  the  oppor- 
tunity for  the  TJiciivilh'  to  open  wide  her  tlirottles:  with  her  great  speed,  pos- 
sibly she  might  have  run  down  Tattnall's  vessels  before  they  could  have  been 
pointed  fairly  and  reached  the  entrance  to  Scull  Creek.  The  log-liook  of  the 
BlcurUle  states:  "At  10:30  the  flag-ship  winded  the  line,  turning  to  the 
southward,  when  we  engaged  for  a  few  minutes  three  steamers  that  were 
within  long  range  up  the  river.  "We  soon  put  them  to  flight,  and  then  followed 
the  line  in  the  order  of  battle,  down  within  close  range  of  the  large  battery 

4- A  friend  of  many  years,  who  was  in  command  of  his  fire,  lie  said  to  the  signal  quartermaster  :  'Dip 

one  of  Tattnall's  vessels,  writes  as  follows:  "There  my  broad  pennant  to  my  old   messmate,'  and   it 

is  one  tonehinc;  ineidont  that  I  think  deserves  ree-  was  dipped  thriee.     In  the  confusion  it  was  not 

ord.     Wlii'u  I  lie  (lid  111  lo  Tattnall  jTot  in  good  range  noticed  by  l)\i  Pont,  which  I  am  sure  be  would 

of  Du  Pout's  Hag-ship,  and  was  about  to  receive  have  regretted  had  he  known  it>" — D.  A. 
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on  Hilton  Head.     .     .     ."     The  same  authority  establishes  the  fact  that  the 
Bienville  thereafter,  during  the  engagement,  followed  in  the  main  line,  f 
The  report  of  the  Seneca  states : 

"  On  the  morning  of  the  7th  we  took  position  assigned  us  in  the  Une,  and,  passing'  up,  deliv- 
ered our  fire  at  Bay  Point,  and  on  arriving  out  of  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  batteries,  made  chase, 
as  directed  by  instructions,  on  the  rebel  steamers.    They,  being  river  boats,  soon  left  us." 

The  log-book  of  the  same  vessel  states  that  when  she  turned  to  join  in  the 
attack  on  Hilton  Head,  Tattnall's  steamers  turned  also  and  came  toward  the 
fleet,  only  retreating  when  she  again  steamed  toward  them,  so  as  to  make  an 
engagement  unavoidable  should  they  advance  farther.  They  then  entered 
the  intricate  channel  to  Scull  Creek  and  disappeared  behind  a  wooded  point, 
after  which  the  Seneca,  with  other  vessels  of  the  flanking  line,  took  up  an 
enfilading  position  to  the  northward  of  Fort  Walker,  as  previously  instructed. 
Several  vessels  of  the  main  line  were  also  delivering  an  enfilading  fire,  among 
others  the  Mohican,  pi'operly  next  in  the  main  line  to  the  Susquelianna.  Grodon, 
who  commanded  her,  was  very  excitable,  and  it  may  be  on  seeing  a  strange 
vessel  ahead  in  his 
line,  imagined  that 
the  well-planned  at- 
tack had  been  trans- 
formed into  a  "free 
fight,"  and  the  best 
he  could  do  was  to 
serve  his  battery  well 
from  the  most  effect- 
ive point  he  could 
take  up. 

As  an  exhibition 
of  physical  force,  al- 
lied to  hmnan  action. 


EIFLE-GDN   AT  FOKT   BEAniiEGAliD.      FROJI   A   WAR-TIME   SKETCH. 


^  Eear-Admiral  Steedman  sends  to  the  editors  the 
following  explanation  of  the  movements  of  his  ves- 
sel: "  The  BicnriUc  was  the  leading  sliip  in  the  flank- 
ing or  starboard  column.  After  the  fleet  had 
passed  into  Port  Royal  Sound,  aud  as  the  Wahanh 
was  turning  to  jjass  out,  Tattnall's  gun-boats  were 
seen  approaching  from  the  mouth  of  Scull  Creek. 
The  Bienville  was  at  once  pointed  in  that  direction, 
and  opened  fire  from  the  30-pounder  Parrott  on 
the  forecastle.  The  gun-boats  replied  with  an  in- 
effectual fire  at  long  range.  None  of  the  shots 
reached  her.  A  brisk  fire  was  kept  up  from  the 
Parrott  gun,  and  as  the  shells  began  to  fall  among 
the  gun-boats  they  turned  and  stood  up  toward 
Seiill  Creek.  Here  the  Bienrille  could  not  safely 
follow  them,  as  she  drew  over  sixteen  feet  and  had 
neither  chart  nor  pilot  for  the  channel;  while 
Tattnall's  river  steamers,  with  their  light  draught 
and  the  familiarity  of  the  ofBcers  with  the  waters, 
could  retreat  to  a  position  where  the  Bienville,  in 


following  them,  would  almost  certainly  have  taken 
the  ground.  Moreover,  the  Bienville  was  within 
hail  of  the  flag-ship,  and  a  word  from  the  flag- 
officer  would  have  sent  her  up  Broad  River  had 
he  desired  her  to  assume  the  risk.  After  the  sec- 
ond turn  within  the  forts,  the  Wabash  was  proceed- 
ing slowly  down,  followed  by  the  Susquehanna, 
when  the  Mohican  and  the  vessels  astern  of  her 
left  the  line  and  took  up  a  position  above  Fort 
Walker.  The  position  enabled  these  ships  to  en- 
filade (he  works  ;  but  the  movement  was  a  depart- 
ure from  the  order  of  battle,  and  it  continued,  not- 
withstanding signals  to  close  up  from  the  flag-ship. 
The  Bienville  took  her  position  astern  of  the  Susque- 
hanna, and  these  two  were  the  only  vessels  that  fol- 
lowed the  Wabash  on  her  third  circuit ;  or,  to  speak 
more  precisely,  on  her  second  passage  out  and  her 
third  passage  in,  under  the  fire  of  the  forts. 
"  Charles  Steedman, 

"  Kear-Admiral,  Retired." 
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1.— liATTI.H    (IF   Tin;    IMON    FLKKT    WITll    I'OliTS    W.M  r.KK     AM>    l!K.MRKOARI>.      2— lUIISTINi;    TIIK    STARS 
AMI    STRIPES    OVI.H     I'OKTWVIKKl!.        lIliiM     WAR-TIMK    SKKTCIIKS. 

I  can   conccixn^  iiotiiiiii;'  move  i;rau(l  lluiii   a  view  of    tlic  main  (leek  oi  thi' 
Wabash  on  this  occasion.     Tli(>  liat<'hcs  being  battcuetl  down,  a  faint  light 

only  canio  throngli  tho  ports,  as  did  the  flashes  i"roni  the  discharsred  gnns. 

■\vhicli  recoiled  violently  with    a    lieavv  thnd.      As   far  as  the   smoke  would 
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permit,  linndi-eds  of  men  were  visible  in  very  rapid  motion,  loading  and 
running  out  the  gnus  with  the  greatest  energy.  Such  a  view,  accompanied 
by  the  noise  of  battle,  is  weird  and  impressive  to  the  highest  degree. 

The  vessels  in  the  main  line  slowly  passed  toward  the  sea,  throwing  theii- 
shells  into  the  earth-work  with  the  utmost  precision,  and  this  destruction 
was  supjjlemented  by  the  fire  of  ten  of  the  vessels  from  an  enfilading  position. 
As  the  main  line  headed  seaward,  the  enemy  may  have  had  an  idea  that  his 
fire  was  so  destructive  that  the  vessels  were  retreating,  and  Tattnall,  with  his 
three  weak  vessels,  was  then  disposed  to  swoop  down  and  pick  up  "  lame 
ducks " ;  but,  being  confronted  by  one  small  gun-boat,  he  thought  it  best  to 
enter  Scull  Creek,  where  at  least  he  would  be  available  for  carrying  off  the 
Southern  troops,  if  they  were  defeated.  Though  Tattnall  was  a  brave  and 
skillful  seaman,  the  law  of  force  was  inexorable ;  and  when  an  officer  is  a  free 
agent,  looking  only  to  the  success  of  his  cause,  he  should  not  lead  his  command 
into  destruction  without  being  able  to  secure  a  commensurate  advantage. 

Arriving  at  the  shoal  ground  off  Hilton  Head,  the  flag-ship  and  her  follow- 
ers tm-ned  again  within  the  harbor,  and  in- passing  northward  availed  them- 
selves of  the  occasion  to  give  Fort  Beauregard  the  benefit  of  their  broadsides. 
Meantime  the  enfilading  vessels  had  been  steadily  throwing  their  shells  into 
Fort  Walker.  In  relation  to  this  hour  [about  10  a.  m.],  Greneral  Drayton  states : 

"  Besides  this  moving  battery,  the  fort  was  enfiladed  by  two  gun-boats  anchored  to  the  north, 
oil  the  mouth  of  Pish  Hall  Creek,  and  another  at  a  jjoint  on  the  edge  of  the  shoals  to  the  south. 
This  enfilading  fu'e,  on  so  still  a  sea,  annoyed  and  damaged  us  excessively,  particularly  as  we 
had  no  gun  on  either  flank  of  the  bastion  to  reply  with." 

The  vessel  near  the  shoal,  to  the  south,  was  probably  the  Pocahontas,  com- 
manded by  Percival  Drayton,  brother  of  the  general  in  command  of  the  Con- 
federate forces ;  she  only  crossed  the  bar  about  noon,  ha\ang  been  delayed  by 
deranged  machinery. 

The  main  line  passed  nearer  Fort  Walker  than  on  entering,  and  delivered 
its  fire  "  with  all  the  spiteful  energy  of  long-suppressed  rage  and  conscious 
strength."  AiTiving  at  the  turning-point,  signal  was  again  made  to  its  vessels 
to  take  position,  when  the  Wahash  led  once  more,  and  to  within  six  hundred 
yards  of  the  fort.  The  nearness  of  the  ships  was  the  probable  cause  of  their 
suffering  so  little  damage,  the  enemy's  shots  passing  over  the  hulls.  The  flag- 
ship was  naturally  the  most  conspicuous  target,  but  the  shots  received  by  her 
were  high  uj),  the  enemy  presumably  delivering  his  fire  for  a  distance  of  a 
thousand  yards  or  more.  At  this  time  a  shell  was  seen  to  pass  between  the 
flag-officer  and  the  captain  of  the  vessel,  who  were  standing  on  the  "  bridge  " 
extending  across  the  vessel,  just  forward  of  the  mainmast. 

The  flag-officer  expressed  officially  his  great  admiration  of  the  firing  of  the 
Batteries  of  the  Wahash  and  of  the  Susquehanna,  which  was  next  in  line. 
In  a  private  letter,  written  just  after  the  engagement,  he  said  of  the  former : 

"  In  our  first  attack  I  was  not  satisfied  with  the  execution  of  this  ship,  though  the  effect 
turned  out  to  be  much  greater  than  I  thought,  but  in  the  second  attack  I  can  remember  nothing 
in  naval  history  that  came  up  to  this  ship  in  the  terrific  repetitions  of  her  broadsides,  and,  to 
use  the  illustration  of  the  reporter  of  the  '  London  News,'  '  the  rising  of  the  dust  on  shore  in 
perpendicular  columns  looked  as  if  we  had  suddenly  raised  from  the  dust  a  grove  of  poplars.' " 
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At  1:15  the  Ottawa  signaled  that  the  enemy  was  lea-snng  the  fort,  and 
fifteen  minutes  later  the  same  signal  was  made  by  the  Pemhina.  At  this 
time  the  flag-ship  and  her  followers  had  retunied  from  their  tour,  and  were 
again  ready  to  swoop  down  and  deliver  other  broadsides.  Two  pivot  guns 
fired  from  the  flag-ship  received  no  response,  and  signal  was  made  to  cease 
firing.  Captain  John  Rodgers,  who  was  serving  as  aide  to  the  flag-officer,  was 
sent  on  shore  with  a  flag  of  trace.     On  landing  he  found  no  ganison,  and 

at  2:20  p.  m.  hoisted  the  Union  flag 
over  the  fort.  When  that  honored 
emblem  appeared,  the  rigging  was 
manned  in  an  instant  on  board  the 
flag-ship  and  on  all  of  the  vessels 
of  war  at  anchor ;  three  cheei"s  were 
wafted  over  the  waters,  so  loud  that 
they  startled  the  defenders  of  Fort 
Beauregard.  \  Commander  C.  E.  P. 
Rodgers,  with  the  marines  of  the 
flag-ship  and  a  di^'ision  of  small-arm 
men,  landed  and  threw  out  pickets. 
The  transports  at  once  steamed  in. 
Soon  after  sunset  the  fort  was  de- 
livered by  the  naval  force  to  General 
H.  G.  Wright,  who  now  held  watcli 
and  ward  as  far  as  the  pine-ti'ees 
some  himdreds  of  yards  distant. 

Soon  after  the  hoisting  of  our  flag, 
a  vessel  was  directed  to  make  a  re- 
connoissance  of  Bay  Point,  but  at 
nightfall,  as  nothing  had  been  heard  from  her,  the  Seneca  was  sent  to 
ascertain  the  situation.  When  we  arrived  in  front  of  Fort  Beam-egard, 
it  was  so  dark  that  the  bow  of  the  vessel  was  run  up  on  the  low  lieach. 
There,  outlined  on  the  horizon,  was  the  earth-work  h-ing  in  grim  repose,  the 
embrasures  being  plainly  "s-isible.  The  silence  was  imbroken ;  the  work  had 
evidently  lieen  al^andoned.  The  flood-tide  was  setting  in  strongly.  The  crew 
of  one  lunidred  men  were  sent  as  far  aft  as  possible  and  the  engines  backed.  We 
at  once  slid  ofl:',  and  the  flag-officer  was  fully  informed  as  soon  as  we  could  steam 
over.  Orders  were  then  given  to  return  to  Bay  Point  at  early  daylight  to 
reconnoiter,  and,  if  we  were  not  met  by  force,  to  luust  our  flag  at  sunrise.  This 
was  dulv  executed,  and  at  noon  the  fort  was  turned  over  to  General  Isaac  I.  Ste- 


BlilG.-GEN.    THOMAS    F.    DRAYTON,  C.  S.  A.,  COMMANDKR 
or  THE    CONFEDERATE   FORCES    AT    PORT  ROYAL. 

i"Uo:\r   A   riioTor.RAPiI. 


^  Ciiptiiiii  Sti'phcii  Elliott.  Jr.,  who  wns  ;il  Fort 
Hi'iUii'<'f;:ir(l,  V('|M>i't(:'il:  "Coloiiol  Piniovaut  [who 
coMiiiiiiiiiIrd  llic  foivfs]  ontproil  tlio  fort,  ami  said 
toiiir:  '  ('M|il.'iiii  lOlliotl.  what  is  tlio  conilition  of 
Ihiiiiis  oviT  llic  viviT.'"  I  replied,  'Fort  Walker 
hits  lieeii  sileni'i'd,  sir." — '  By  what  do  vou  ,iiidi;e  ?' 
•  By  the  faets  that  the  fort  has  l.eeii  siil.jeeted  to  a 
lu'avv  enfilade  and  direet  lire,  lo  wliieh  it  haseeased 
to  reply:   that  the  vessels  liavins;  lerniiiiated  their 


tire,  the  tla.ii-.-ihip  has  steamed  up  and  delivered  a 
single  shot,  wliieh  was  unanswered,  and  that  there- 
upon elieerins;  was  heaiil  from  the  fleet.' — 'Then, 
sir,  it  havinsr  lieen  proved  that  these  worksoanitot 
aeeoniplish  the  end  for  which  they  were  designed 
(that  of  )u-oteetins;  the  harbor'*  you  will  prepare 
to  retire  from  a  position  from  whieh  our  retn^at 
may  readily  lu'  eut  olT,  and  whieh  our  small  force 
will  not  eualde  us  to  hold  ajr-iinst  a  land  attack.'" 
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vens,  of  the  army.  The  flag- staff  was  on  the  gable  of  a  small  frame-house  fifty 
yards  from  the  fort.  I  went  within,  saw  some  books  lying  on  a  table,  and 
went  out  and  toward  some  tents  in  the  distance.  In  a  few  minutes  an 
explosion  was  heard,  and,  on  turning,  I  saw  a  cloud  of  smoke  where  the 
house  had  stood.  A  quantity  of  powder  had  been  put  under  it,  arranged  so 
as  to  ignite  from  a  friction-tube,  and  a  sailor,  in  passing  along  outside,  had 
struck  his  foot  against  a  small  wire  attached  to  the  tube,  thus  causing  the 
explosion.  He  was  knocked  over,  and  partially  stunned,  but  soon  revived.  It 
may  be  said  that  it  is  natural  in  warfare  to  harm  your  enemy  as  much  as 
possible,  but  it  strikes  the  man  who  has  escaped  being  blown  up  that  such 
devices  are  essentially  mean. 

The  armament  found  on  Fort  Walker  was  as  follows :  on  the  right  angle 
of  the  sea-face,  a  6-iuch  rifled-gun,  six  32-pounders  (three  dismounted  and 
with  carriages  ruined  and  another  with  the  cascabel  knocked  off),  one  10-inch 
and  one  8-inch  Columbiad,  three  sea-coast  7-inch  howitzers;  on  the  left 
angle  of  the  sea-front,  a  6-inch  rifle ;  on  the  left  wing,  one  32-pounder  and  one 
sea-coast  howitzer ;  on  the  outer  work,  in  rear,  two  32-pounders,  one  8-inch 
heavy  howitzer,  and  two  English  siege  12-pounders  ;  on  the  right  wing,  three 
32-pounders, —  total,  23  guns.  Twenty  guns  were  found  in  Fort  Beauregard, 
one  of  which  was  a  6-iuch  rifle,  burst, 
and  the  carriage  entirely  destroyed. 
The  heaviest  guns  were  a  10-inch  and 
an  8-inch  Columbiad ;'  the  other  guns 
mostly  32-pounders.  t;  The  armaments 
of  the  attacking  vessels,  and  the  losses  on 
both  sides,  will  be  found  on  page  691. 

In  his  report  General  T.  W.  Sherman 
states : 

"  The  beautifully  constructed  wort  on  Hilton 
Head  was  severely  crippled  and  many  of  the 
gains  dismounted.  Much  slaughter  had  evi- 
dently been  made  there,  many  bodies  having 
been  buried  in  the  fort,  and  some  twenty  oi 
thirty  were  found  some  half-mile  distant.  .  . 
The  number  of  pieces  of  ordnance  that  ha\e 
fallen  into  our  hands  is  fifty-two,  the  bulk  of 
which  is  of  the  largest  caUber,  all  with  fine  cai- 
I'iages,  etc.,  except  eight  or  nine,  that  were 
ruined  by  our  fire,  which  dismounted  their 
pieces." 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  8th  General 
Sherman   made  a  reconnoissance,   on 


CAPTAIN    PEECIVAL    DKAYTON,     COMMANDER    OF     THE 
U.  S.  STEAJIER  "POCAHONTAS"  AT  POKT  EOYAL  — 
BROTHER  OF  THE   COMMANDER  OF  THE   CON- 
FEDERATE FORCES.     FROM  A  PHOTOGRAPH. 


i^  General  Drayton  thus  describes  the  resistance 
made  to  the  attack  of  the  Union  fleet,  referring  at 
the  outset  to  the  first  shot  from  Fort  Walker : 

"The  shell  from  the  Dahlgren  exploded  near  the 
muzzle,  and  was  harmless.  Other  shots  followed  from 
both  forts,  and  soon  the  Are  hecame  general  on  land  and 
water.    In  spite  of  our  fire,  directed  with  dellberatlou 


and  coolness,  the  fleet  soon  passed  lioth  hatteries  appnr- 
ently  iinharmed,  and.  then  retnrninij,  dellvored  in  their 
changing  roxmds  a  teiTiflc  shower  of  shot  and  shell  in 
flank  and  front.  Besides  this  moving  battery,  the  fort 
was  enfiladed  by  two  gun-boats  anchored  to  the  north,  off 
the  mouth  of  Pish  Hall  Creek,  and  another  at  a  point  on 
the  edge  of  the  shoals  to  the  south.  This  enfilading  fire, 
on  so  still  a  sea,  annoyed  and  damaged  us  excessively. 
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board  of  the  Seneca,  several  miles  up  the  Beaufort  River.  Ou  the  following 
day  that  vessel  was  sent  to  Beaufort,  supported  by  two  gun-boats.  This  visit 
brought  to  view  an  extraordinary  scene.  On  the  wharves  were  hundreds  of 
negroes,  wild  with  excitement,  engaged  in  carrying  movables  of  every  char- 
acter, and  packing  them  in  scows.  As  the  gun-lioats  appeared,  a  few  mounted 
white  men  rode  away  raj^idly.  A  very  beautiful  rural  tovrn  had  been  abandoned 
by  all  of  the  white  inhabitants,  quite  as  though  lire  and  sword  awaited  them  had 
they  remained.  Instead  of  that,  I  was  dii'ccted  liy  the  flag-officer  to  assure  the 
peaceable  inhabitants  that  they  would  be  protected  iu  life  and  property.   This 


particularly  as  wo  had  tki  gun  on  oitlior  flank  of  the 
baRtion  to  rt'iil\' with,  for  tho  :j'2-pounil<'r  on  the  li-^ht 
flank  waH  shattered  very  early  by  a  round  shot,  and  on 
the  north  flank  for  want  of  a  earria.i^e  no  irun  had  been 
mounted.  After  the  fourth  Are  tlie  10-ineh  Coluiubiad 
bonndi'd  oyerihe  limber  and  lieeanii'  useles.s.  The  24- 
poiuider  rifled  eaunon  \yaK  choked  while  ranimiu.iidown 
a  sIii'U.  and  hi.\"  idle  dui'ing  nearl.y  the  whole  encase- 
ment. The  .shell,-*  for  tlio  '.i-in<'h  Dahlgren  were  also  too 
larfre.  The  fourth  shell  attemiited  to  be  rammed  home 
eould  init  lu'  driyen  below  the  tnnniions,  and  was  then 
at  .itreiil  risk  ilischarpMl.  Tims  far  the  Are  of  the  eiii'my 
hart  been  endured  and  replied  to  with  the  unruffled 
conraire  of  veterans.  At  lo::!0  our  i;uiinei-s  became  so 
fati.!HUMl  that  I  left  the  fort,  aeeompatded  hy  one  of  n\y 
yolunticr  aiiles.  Captain  II.  Hose,  and  went  back  to  Cap- 
lain  Head's  ballery  tone  and  lhree-(|uai'ter  niih's  to  the 
rear  of  the  fort  laud  broajrhl  the  (,'reater  part  of  his  na-ii 
bnek  to  lake  Ihe  places  of  onrexhausted  men  inside  the 
fort.  .  .  Two  o'clock  had  now  arrived,  when  I  imtieed 
our  men  coniiuir  onl  of  the  fort,  whiidi  they  had  bravely 
dcfeuileil  f(U'  fi>ur  and  a  half  hours  apiinsi  n-arfnl  odd.s, 
aad  then  only  reliriui;  when  all  bul  three  of  the  jtuns  on 
the  water-front  had  been  ilisabled.  .lud  only  BOtl  poniuls 
of  powder  in  Ihi'  nni.tfaziui' :  comnu-ncins  the  ai'tiou 
with  aSOnu'U  inside  the  fori,  aft.'rward  iuerea.sed  to  'i'l.'. 
by  theai'cesshni  from  Head's  battery.      These  heroiemen 


retired  slowly  and  sadl.r  from  their  woll-loiight  giuis, 
which  to  have  defended  loutrer  would  have  exhibited 
the  eneru.v  of  despair  rather  thau  the  manl,v  plnck  of 
the  true  soldier." 

Of  the  attack  upon  Fort  Beauregard.  General 
Drayton  says : 

"The  attack  upon  the  fort,  though  not  so  eoneentrated 
and  heav.y  as  thai  upon  Walker.  wa.s  neverthele.s*;  ver.v 
severe.  It.s  arnuJinent  was  19  inins.  of  whieh  the  foUow- 
iusr.  >i7,.,  1  8-ineh  Koduuiii.  bored  to  'Jl-iwnnder  and 
rifled.  2  4'J-pouuders.  1  10-inch  Colinnbiad,  'i  4'i-i>ounders, 
reamed  to  eight  inches,  and  1  3-2-pounder  in  hot-shot 
battiTy.  were  the  onl,v  jnuis  capable  of  iH'incusol  against 
the  fleet.  The  force  on  Bay  Point  was  640  men.  ixini- 
U'.aded  by  Tol.  R.  (i.  M.  Dnuovaut,  I'Jth  Regiment  South 
Carolina  Volunteers.  Of  the  above,  149  .carrisoned  Fort 
Heauregani.  under  the  immediate  command  of  Capl. 
.Stephen  Elliott.  .Jr..  Heaufort  Volunteer  Artiller>-.  Com- 
pany .\  9th  Re.cimei\t  .South  Carolina  VoUniteers.  The 
infantry  forci'  of  Colonel  Punovant's  n'gimeni  was 
intrusted  with  the  protection  of  the  eastern  part  of  Ihe 
isl.and,  ami  of  Ihe  defense  of  the  bastion  line  at  the 
Island  Narrows,  where  an  attack  'was  exiHH-l(><l  fi>oni  the 
enemy." 

Editors. 


POPES    HtDSE     HILTOV    HE  \D     I  SED    BY    THE    UNION 

ARMY    AS    A    SIGNAL-STATION.     FROM    A 

WAK-THIE    SKETCH. 
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message  was  delivered  to  the  only  white  man  found,  who  sat  in  the  post-office 
and  seemed  quite  dazed.     At  General  Drayton's  headquarters  was  found  a 
chart  of  the  coast,  and,  in  red-pencil  marks,  a  very  valuable  addition,  no  less 
than  the  position  of  all  the  earth-works  within  his  command,  the  number  of 
guns  being  shown  hj  the  number  of  red  marks  in  each  locality.    _A11  of  the 
batteries  indicated  from  North  Edisto 
south  to  Tybee  were  found  to  be  aban- 
doned; the  guns,  however,  had  been 
removed,  with  the  exception  of  some 
inferior  pieces.     Wherever  the  gun-  '^      '    !  ^ 

boats    penetrated,    into    harbors    or  trnft  aj<»    p   f  b?  * 

rivers,  huge  columns  of  white  smoke     -^^-^'^-^^^^m^^  Ll^^ 
were  seen  on  all  sides  irom  the  burn-  °«*   «*.'»*—  ii*¥.&    hia^    — -Mfc 

ing  cotton,  far  out  of  our  reach,  had 
it  been  the  special  object  of  our  visit 
to  secure  it.  Thus  the  enemy  inflicted 
upon  the    inhabitants    injuries   they 

would  otherwise  have  escaped,  even  had  it  been  within  the  power  of  the 
crews  of  the  gun-boats  to  inflict  them. 

On  the  10th,  on  board  the  Seneca,  the  flag-officer  paid  a  visit  to  Beaufort 
and  endeavored,  by  proclamation  printed  and  distributed,  to  assui'e  peaceable 
inhabitants  of  his  protection.  A  planter  whose  house  was  on  Paris  Island, 
plainly  in  view  from  the  anchorage  at  Port  Royal,  remained  mthout  molesta- 
tion for  weeks,  and  was  then  constrained  to  leave  only  under  threats  of  dire 
penalties  from  his  Confederate  friends. 

After  abandoning  his  works  on  Hilton  Head,  the  enemy  did  not  succeed  in 
getting  off  the  island,  at  Seabrook  Landing,  only  six  miles  from  the  fort,  until 
2  A.  Ji.  of  the  8th.  On  the  Bay  Point  side,  owing  to  a  much  longer  march  and 
the  indifferent  means  of  crossing  a  small  stream,  it  was  not  until  the  follow- 
ing afternoon  that  the  force  reached  an  adjacent  island  oi-  the  mainland.  J 
Every  man  of  them,  whether  in  the  one  fort  or  the  other,  was  doubtless  greatly 
impressed  with  the  power  of  gun-boats  when  brought  face  to  face  with  those 
batteries  which  only  a  few  houi'S  before  they  had  regarded  as  quite  ca,pable 
of  sinking  or  dri\aug  off  any  force  that  would  be  brought  against  them. 

The  battle  of  Port  Eoyal,  occurring  a  little  less  than  seven  months  after 
the  fall  of  Fort  Siunter,  was  of  surpassing  value  in  its  moral  and  political 
effect,  both  at  home  and  abroad.  It  gave  us  one  of  the  finest  harbors  on  the 
Atlantic  sea-board,  affording  an  admirable  base  for  futm-e  operations ;  and,  by 
the  establishment  of  coaling  stations,  shops,  and  supply  depots,  made  it  pos- 
sible to  maintain  an  effective  blockade  within  the  entrances  of  the  whole 
coast  from  Charleston  to  Cape  Florida,  except  at  Fernandina.     Although 

J  General  T.   F.  Drayton  says,  in  his  report :  the  Coast  Survey),  his  retreat  had  not  been  inter- 

"  Notwithstanding  the  prompt  measures  adopted  eepted  by  gun-boats  passing  up  toward  Beaufort, 

by  Colonel  Dunovaut  to  effect  his  retreat  in  the  and  mine  by  other  steamers  taking  the  passage 

direction  of  the  Narrows,  it  is  sui-prising  that,  with  through   Scull  Creek  toward  the   ferry  landing, 

the  knowledge  possessed  by  the  enemy  (through  Why  they  did  not  adopt  this  course  must  be  left 

Mr.  [C.  A.]  Boutelle  and  others  connected  with  to  time  to  explain.''  Editors. 
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the  casualties  (luriuK  the  engagement  were  inconsiderable,  military  men 
and  readers  who  note  results  will  not  measure  its  importance  by  the  small 
number  of  the  killed  and  wounded,  indicative,  in  this  case,  of  the  profes- 
sional aljility  and  tactical  skill  with  Avhich  the  ^-ictorj-  was  won.  The  capture 
of  the  forts  at  Hatteras  Inlet,  August  2Sth,  1861,  was  the  result  of  a  bombard- 
ment rather  than  of  a  battle  ;  owing  to  sh<jal  water,  extending  far  to  seaward, 
the  heavy  vessels  were  held  at  so  long  a  range  that  not  a  single  projectile  of 
the  enemy  reached  them.  Al- 
though 9-inch  shells  were 
fii-ed  from  the  broadside  guns 
of  the  sqnaflron  the  fii"st  day 
ot  the  bombdidnient,  it  is 
doubtful  it  tlit\  leached  the 
loits    thepnot-sruiis,  being  of 
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larger  caiiDer  ana  na\ing  more  ele- 
vation, dropped  heavy  shells  on  weak 
bomb-proofs  and  on  insufficient  cov- 
erings to  the  magazine,  and  compelled 
the  sm-render  of  the  garrison.  Nevertheless,  the  captiu'e  of  Hatteras  Inlet 
was  an  event  of  great  military  importance. 

So  far  as  the  relative  merits  of  ships  and  earth- works  were  concerned,  the  bat- 
tle of  Port  Royal  asserted  in  such  positive  terms  the  power  of  shell-guns  afloat 
that  the  enemy  at  once  aljandoned  all  minor  points  of  defense  along  the  coast 
not  covered  l)y  diffieult  water  approaches,  and  ever  after  seemed  to  regard  the 
obstruction  of  channels  as  the  main  element  in  successful  defense. 

The  estalilishmcnt  and  maintenance  of  our  most  efficient  system  of  Idock- 
ade  along  all  the  Southern  coasts  was  largely  due  to  the  intelligence  and 
ability  ^^"ith  wliich  Rear-Admiral  Du  Pont  and  his  co-laborers  formulated 
the  principle's  iuN-ohcd  at  the  very  outset  of  the  contest.  His  long  experience 
in  blockadi^  duty  during  the  Mexican  war  was  of  the  greatest  value  to  the 
conference,  and  indeed  prompted  his  selection  as  its  president. 

In  a  private  letter,  date<l  on  board  the  fy/f/^c,  July  27th,  1847,  Du  Pont 
stated,  ([uite  prophetically,  the  value  of  his  study  of  the  subject  of  blockades: 

"  1  \k\\o  exhausted  Kont.Whoaton,  and  Yattel  on  the  suhject, —  a  right  irood  piece  of  profes- 
sional work  and  study,  which  may  be  invaluabU'  in  the  future.     Tlnve  or  four  issues  have  been 

slavird  not  covered  at  all  liv  tliose  aulliorities.  of  which  1  have  made  notes."' 
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Previous  to  our  civil  war  no  higher  rauk  was  known  in  the  American 
navy  than  that  of  captain,  although  the  law  accorded  the  title  of  flag-oificer, 
with  additional  pay,  to  caj)tains  iu  command  of  recognized  naval  stations. 
The  engagement  at  Port  Eoyal,  the  taking  of  New  Orleans,  and  other  suc- 
cessful operations  of  oui-  navy  doubtless  led  to  the  creation  of  the  higher 
grades  of  commodore  and  rear-admiral,  July  16th,  1862,  on  which  date  Flag- 
Officer  Du  Pont  became  a  rear-admiral,  ranking  second  on  the  list. 

Eminently  adapted  to  command,  he  knew  well  how  to  secui'e  the  best 
semdces  of  his  subordinates.  Intelligent,  cheerful  iu  manner,  of  tall  and 
commanding  mien,  he  naturally  in^dted  and  obtained  the  confidence  of  those 
who  were  fortunate  enough  to  serve  under  his  orders.  During  the  past  half 
century  the  navj'  of  the  United  States  has  not  had  an  officer  of  more  dis- 
tinguished appearance,  or  endowed  with  more  manly  virtues.  Though  fitted 
by  natm'e  to  be  a  leader  among  men,  he  thoroughly  appreciated  the  necessity 
for  study  to  make  himself  equal  to  every  professional  requirement.  It  is  not 
given  to  man  to  be  preeminent  without  an  earnest  exertion  to  that  end,  how- 
ever much  nature  may  have  done  in  his  behalf. 

In  the  erection  of  a  statue  at  Washington,  and  in  the  naming  of  Du  Pont 
Cii'cle,  in  which  it  stands,  the  American  people,  through  Congress,  have  paid  a 
proper  tribute  to  the  memory  of  this  worthy  representative  of  the  naval  service. 

Amjiendale,  Md.,  September,  1887. 
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The  Union  Fleet,  Flag-OfflcerS.  F.  DuPont,  command-  Union  Land  Forces,  Brig.-Gen.  Thomas  W.  Sherman, 
ing.  Captain  Charles  Henry  Davis,  Fleet-Captain.  First  Brigade,  Brig.-Gen.  Egbert  L.  Viele:  8th  Me., 
Flag-ship :  frigate  TTaftffs/i  (2  10-inch,  28  9-inch,  U  8-inch,  Col.  Lee  Strickland:  3d  N".  H.,  Col.  Enoch  Q.  Fellows; 
2  12-ponnders),  Commander  C.  E.  P.  Eodgers;  side-  46th  N.  Y.,  Col.  Eudolph  Eosa;  47th  N.  Y.,  Col.  Henry 
■wheel  steamer  Susquehanna  (15  8-ineh,  1  24-poundcr,  2  Moore;  ■18th  N.  Y.,  Col.  James  H.  Perry.  Second  Bri- 
12-pounderH),  Captain  J.  L.  Lardner ;  sloop  Mohican  (2  gade,  Brig.-Gen.  Isaac  I.  Stevens :  8th  Mich.,  Col. 
11-lnch,  4  32-pounders,  1  12-pounder),  Commander  S.  W.  William  M.  Fenton  ;  79th  N.  Y.,  Lieut.-Col.  WilUam  H. 
Godon;  Seminole  (1  11-inch,  4  32-pounders),  Commander  Nobles;  50th  Pa.,  Col.  Benjamin  C.  Christ;  100th  Pa., 
J.  P.  Gillis;  Pocahontas  (1  10-inch,  4  32-pounder8),  Com-  Col.  Daniel  Leasure.  Third  Brigade,  Brig.-Gen.  Hora- 
mander  Percival  Drayton  ;  Paivnee  (8  9-ineh,  2  12-  tio  G.  Wright :  6th  Conn.,  Col.  John  L.  Chatfleld ;  7th 
pounders).  Lieutenant  E.  H.  Wyman ;  gtm-boats  Una-  Conn.,  Col.  Alfred  H.Terry;  9th  Me.,  Col.  Eiehworth 
diWn,  Lieutenant  Napoleon  Collins;  Seneea,  L,ieutenaut  Eich;  4th  N.  H.,  Col.  Thomas  J.  Whipple.  Unattached : 
Daniel  Ammen;  Ottawa,  Lieutenant  T.  H.  Stevens;  3d  E.  L,  Col.  Nathaniel  W.  Brown  ;  1st  N.  Y.  Engineers, 
Pembina,  Lieutenant  J.  P.  Bankhead  (each  of  the  four  Col.  Edward  W.  SerreU;  Battery  E,  3d  U.  S.  Art'y,  Capt. 
latter  carried  1  11-inch,  1  20-pounder  rifle,  and  2  24-  John  Hamilton, 
pounders) ;  sailing  sloop  Tandalia  (4  8-inch,  16  32- 
pounders,  1  12-pounder),  Commander  F.  S.  Haggeity;  Confeder.\te  Land  Forces,  Brig.-Gen.  Thomas  F. 
steamer  Bienville  (8  32-pounder8,  1  30-pounder  rifle),  Drayton  :  4th  Ga.  Battalion,  Lieut.-Col.  W.  H.  Stiles  ;  9th 
Commander  Charles  Steedman;  Am/usta  (8  32-poimders,  S.  C.  (3  co's).  Col.  William  C.  Heyward;  12th  S.  C,  Col. 
1  12-ponnder),  Commander  E.  G.  Parrott ;  Curlew  (6  E- G-M.  Dunovant;  15th  S.  C,  Col.  W.D.  De  Saussnre ;  ■ 
32-pounders,  1  20-pounder  rifle).  Lieutenant  P.  G.  Wat-  Beaufort  (S.  C.)  Guerrillas,  Capt.  J.  H.  Sereven ;  Ga. 
mough:  Penguin  (4  32-poiinders,  1  12-pounder),  Lieuten-  battery,  Capt.  Jacob  Bead  ;  1st  S.  C.  Mihtia  Art'y  (2co  8), 
ant  T.  A.  Badd  ;  S.  B.  Forbes  (2  32-pounders),  Lieutenant  ^°^-  J"^"  ^-  Wagener.  Loss  :  t,  11 ;  w,  48 ;  m,  ,  =  66. 
H.  S.  Newcomb;  Isaac  Smith  (8  8-inch,  1  30-pounder  Confederate  Naval  Forces,  Flag-Offlcer  Josiah 
rifie,  originally,  but  the  broadside  battery  was  thrown  Tattnall:  Sai'ttHMW/i  (flag-ship),  Lieut.  John  N.  Maflitt; 
overboard  on  the  way  down  from  Hampton  Roads),  Sa7npson,  Lieut.  .T.  S.  Kennard;  liesolute,  Lieut.  J. 
Lieutenant  J.  W-  A.  Nicholson.  Pembroke  Jones.  They  were  small  side-wheel  steamers. 
The  loss  in  the  Union  fleet,  as  otUciaUy  reported,  was  and  each  carried  2  32-poimdera  (smooth-bore).  There 
8  killed,  and  23  wounded.    Total,  31.  were  no  casualties. 
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THE  engagement  iu  Hampton  Roads  ou  tlie  Stli  of  ^lareli,  1862,  between 
the  Confederate  iron-clad  Virr/iiiia,  or  the  Menitiiac  (as  she  is  kno^vn  at 
the  North),  and  the  United  States  wooden  tleet,  and  that  on  the  9th  between 
the  Virffiiiia  and  the  Monitor,  was,  iu  its  results,  iu  some  respects  the  most 
momentous  naval  conflict  ever  witnessed.  Xo  battle  was  ever  more  widely 
discussed  or  produced  a  greater  sensation.  It  revolutionized  the  navies  of  the 
world.  Line-of -battle  ships,  those  huge,  overgi-own  craft,  can-j-iug  from  eighty 
to  one  hundred  and  twenty  guns  and  from  five  hun(b'ed  to  twelve  hundred 
men,  which,  from  the  destruction  of  the  Spanish  Annada  to  our  time,  had 
done  most  of  the  fighting,  deciding  the  fate  of  empires,  were  at  once  uuiver- 
sally  condemned  as  out  of  date.  Rams  and  iron-clads  were  in  future  to  decide 
all  naval  warfare.  In  this  liattle  old  things  passed  away,  and  the  experience 
of  a  thousand  years  of  battle  and  breeze  was  forgotten.  The  luival  supremacy 
of  England  ^•anislled  iu  the  smoke  of  this  tight,  it  is  true,  only  to  reappear 
some  years  later  more  commanding  than  ever.  The  effect  of  the  news  was 
best  described  by  the  London  "  Times,"  wliich  said :  "  Whereas  we  had  avail- 
able for  immediate  purposes  one  hundi'ed  and  foi-ty-nine  first-class  war-ships, 
we  have  now  two,  these  two  being  the  Warrior  and  her  sister  Ironside.  There 
is  not  now  a  ship  iu  the  English  navy  apart  from  these  two  that  it  would 
not  be  madness  to  trust  to  an  engagement  with  that  little  MouitnrP  The 
Admiralty  at  once  proceeded  to  reconstruct  the  ua\-A-,  cutting  down  a  num- 
ber of  their  largest  sliips  and  converting  them  into  turret  or  broadsidi- 
iron-cluds. 

The  same  results  were  produced  in  France,  which  had  1  nit  one  sea-going  iron- 
clad, La  (rlairc,  aud  this  one,  like  the  ^rarrior,  was  oulj^  protected  amidships. 
The  Emperor  Napoleon  promptly  appointed  a  commission  to  de-s-ise  plans  for 
rebuilding  his  navy.  And  so  with  all  the  maritime  powers.  In  this  race  the 
T^nit(>d  States  took  the  lead,  and  at  the  close  of  the  war  led  all  the  others  iu 
the  numbers  and  efficiency  of  its  iron-clad  fleet.  It  is  true  that  all  the  great 
powers  had  alrt>ady  ex]ierimented  with  vessels  partly  armored,  but  very  few 
were  convinced  of  their  utility,  and  non(>  had  been  tried  by  the  test  of  battle, 
it'  we  cxccijt  a  few  tloating  batteries,  tliinly  clad,  used  in  the  Crimean  War. 

CM 
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In  the  spring  of  1861  Norfolk  and  its  large  uaval  establishment  had  been 
hni-riedly  abandoned  by  the  Federals,  why  no  one  could  tell.  It  is  about 
twelve  miles  from  Fort  Monroe,  which  was  then  held  by  a  large  force  of 
regulars.  A  few  companies  of  these,  with  a  single  frigate,  could  have 
occupied  and  commanded  the  town  and  navy  yard  and  kept  the  channel 
open.  However,  a  year  later,  it  was  as  quickly  evacuated  by  the  Confed- 
erates, and  almost  with  as  little  reason.   But  of  this  I  will  speak  later. 

The  yard  was  abandoned  to  a  few  volunteers,  after  it  was  partly  destroyed, 
and  a  large  number  of  ships  were  bui'nt.  Among  the  spoils  were  upward  of 
twelve  hundred  heavy  guns,  which  were  scattered  among  Confederate  fortifi- 
cations from  the  Potomac  to  the  Mississippi.  [See  foot-note,  p.  712].  Among 
the  ships  burnt  and  sunk  was  the  frigate  Merrimac  of  3500  tons  and  40  guns, 
afterward  rechristened  the  Virf/iiiia,  and  so  I  will  call  her.  During  the  summer 
of  1861  Lieutenant  John  M.  Brooke,  an  accomplished  officer  of  the  old  navy, 
who  with  many  others  had  resigned,  proposed  to  Secretary  Mallory  to  raise  and 
rebuUd  this  ship  as  an  iron-clad.  His  plans  were  approved,  and  orders  were 
^ven  to  carry  them  out.  She  was  raised  and  cut  down  to  the  old  berth-deck. 
Both  ends  for  seventy  feet  were  covered  over,  and  when  the  ship  was  in  fight- 
ing trim  were  just  awash.  On  the  midship  section,  170  feet  in  length,  was  built 
at  an  angle  of  45  degrees  a  roof  of  pitch-ijine  and  oak  24  inches  thick,  extend- 
ing from  the  water-line  to  a  height  over  the  gun-deck  of  7  feet.  [See  pp.  715- 
717.]     Both  ends  of  the  shield  were  rounded  so  that  the  pivot-guns  could  be 
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BEMODELIXG  THE 

"MEREIMAC"  AT  THE  GOSPOBT 

V  ITY  TABD. 

[ror  1  '.tattiuint  of  the  detailsof  tbe 
ve~s<l  rlifrtntis  from  them  as  shown  in 
thi^  pii  tun    ee(  !>  "17.] 

used  as  bow  and  stern  chasers  or  quartering.  Over  the  gun-deck  was  a  light 
gi'ating,  making  a  promenade  about  twenty  feet  wide.  The  wood  backing  was 
covered  with  ii'on  plates,  rolled  at  the  Tredegar  works,  two  inches  thick  and 
eight  wide.  The  first  tier  was  put  on  hoiizontally,  the  second  up  and  down, — 
in  all  to  the  thickness  of  four  inches,  bolted  through  the  wood-work  au<i 
clinched.  The  prow  was  of  cast-iron,  projecting  four  feet,  and  badly  secured, 
as  events  j^roved.  The  rudder  and  propeller  were  entu-ely  unprotected.  The 
pilot-house  was  forward  of  the  smoke-stack,  and  covered  ^vitll  the  same  thick- 
ness of  iron  as  the  sides.  The  motive  power  was  the  same  that  had  always 
been  in  the  ship.  Both  of  the  engines  and  lioilers  had  been  condemned  on  her 
retm-n  from  her  last  cruise,  and  were  radically  defective.  Of  coiu'se,  the  fire 
and  sinking  had  not  improved  them.  We  could  not  depend  upon  them  for 
six  hours  at  a  time.  A  more  ill-contrived  or  unrelialtle  pair  of  engines  could 
only  have  been  found  in  some  vessels  of  the  United  States  navy. 

Lieutenant  Catesby  ap  R.  Jones  was  ordered  to  superintend  the  annament, 
and  no  more  thoroughly  competent  officer  could  have  been  selected.  To  his 
experience  and  skill  as  her  ordnance  and  executive  officer  was  due  the  charac- 
ter of  her  battery,  which  proved  so  efficient.  It  consisted  of  2  7-inch  rifles, 
heaxdly  reenf(n'ceil  around  the  breech  Avith  8-iuch  steel  bands,  shrunk  on. 
These  were  the  first  liea\'y  guns  so  made,  and  were  the  liow  and  stern  pivots. 
There  were  also  '1  (i-inch  rifles  of  the  same  make,  and  (i  9-inch  smooth-bore 
broadside, — 10  guns  in  all. 

During  the  sunnuer  and  fall  of  1861  I  had  been  stationed  at  the  batteries 
on  tlio  Potomac  at  Evansport  and  Aquia  Creek,  blockading  the  river  as  far 
as  jiossililc.  In  JaniTary,  1S(!'2,  I  was  ordered  to  the  Mn/iiiia  as  one  of  the 
lieutenants,  reporting  to  Commodore  French  Forrest,  who  then  commanded 
the  navy  yard  at  Norfolk.  Coumiodore  Franklin  Buchanan  was  a]iiiointed 
to  the  command, —  an  energetic  and  high-toned  officer,  who  combined  with 
daring  courage  great  professional  ability,  standing  deservedly  at  the  liead  of 
his  profession.     In  184.")  he  had  been  selected  by  3Ir.  Bancroft.  Secretary  of 
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the  Navy,  to  locate  and  organize  the  Naval  Academy,  and  he  launched  that 
institution  upon  its  successful  career.  Under  him  were  as  capable  a  set  of 
officers  as  ever  were  brought  together  in  one  ship.  But  of  man-of-war's  men 
or  sailors  we  had  scarcely  any.  The  South  was  almost  without  a  maritime 
population.  In  the  old  service  the  majority  of  officers  were  from  the  South, 
and  all  the  seamen  from  the  North.  "^ 

Every  one  had  flocked  to  the  army,  and  to  it  we  had  to  look  for  a  crew. 
Some  few  seamen  were  found  in  Norfolk,  who  had  escaped  from  the  gun-boat 
flotilla  in  the  waters  of  North  Carolina,  on  their  occupation  by  Admiral  Grolds- 
borough  and  General  Burnside.  In  hopes  of  seeming  some  men  from  the  army, 
I  was  sent  to  the  headquarters  of  General  Magruder  at  Yorktown,  who  was 
known  to  have  under  his  command  two  battalions  from  New  Orleans,  among 
whom  might  be  found  a  number  of  seamen.  The  general,  though  pressed 
for  want  of  men,  holding  a  long  line  with  scarcely  a  brigade,  gave  me  every 
facility  to  seciu-e  volunteers.  With  one  of  his  staff  I  visited  every  camp,  and 
the  commanding  officers  were  ordered  to  parade  theii"  men,  and  I  explained 
to  them  what  I  wanted.  About  200  volunteered,  and  of  this  number  I 
selected  80  who  had  had  some  experience  as  seamen  or  gunners.  Other 
commands  at  Richmond  and  Petersburg  were  visited,  and  so  our  crew  of 
three  hundred  was  made  up.  They  proved  themselves  to  be  as  gallant  and 
trusty  a  body  of  men  as  any  one  would  wish  to  command,  not  only  in  battle, 
but  in  reverse  and  retreat. 

Notwithstanding  every  exertion  to  hasten  the  fitting  out  of  the  ship,  the  work 
diuing  the  winter  progressed  but  slowly,  owing  to  delay  in  sending  the  iron 
sheathing  from  Richmond.  At  this  time  the  only  establishment  in  the  South 
capable  of  roUing  iron  plates  was  the  Tredegar  foundry.     Its  resources  were 

Z>  The  officers  ot  the  Merrimac  were  :  Flag-Officcr,  Algernon  S.  Garnett ;  Caiitain  of  Marines,  Reuben 
Franklin  Buchanan;  Lieutenants,  Catesby  ap  R.  Thorn;  Engineers,  H.  A.  Ramsey,  acting  chief; 
Jones  (executive  and  ordnance  officer),  Charles  C.  Assistants,  Tynan,  Campbell,  Herring,  Jack,  and 
Simms,  R.  D.  Minor  (flag).  Hunter  Davidson,  John  White;  Boatswain,  Hasker;  aunner,  Oliver;  Car- 
Taylor  Wood,  J.  ,R.  Eggleston,  Walter  Butt;  Mid-  penter,  Liudsey;  Clerl;,  Arthur  Sinclair,  Jr.;  VoU 
shipmen,  Foute,  Marmaduke,  Littlepage,  Craig,  iCTtor  JMes,  Lieutenant  Douglas  Forrest,  C.  S.  A., 
Long,  and  Rootes  ;  Paymaster,  James  Semple  ;  Captain  Kevil,  commanding  detachment  of  Norfolk 
Surgeon,    Dinwiddle    Phillips;     Assistant-Surgeon,  Vnited  AitiWery ;  Signal  Corps,  Sevgea-nt  Tahh. 


LI.  B.  L.  Flack/ord.  del.  March  7,  1862. 
a   PROW,  OF    STEEL.  ^ 

JwoooEN   BULWARK.  THE  "  3IERKIM AC,"  FROM   A   SKETCH   MADE    THE    DAY    BEFORE  rfrf  ,„on   unoer  w.ter. 

h  PILOT-HOUSE.  THE    FIGHT.  /  propeller. 
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limited,  and  the  demand  for  all  kinds  of  war  material  most  pressing.    And 
■when  we  reflect  npon  the  .seareity  and  inexperience  of  the  -n-orkmeu,  and  the 
gi-eat  changes  necessaiy  in  transforming  an  ordinary  ii-on  workshop  into 
an  arsenal  in  which  all  the  machinery  and  tools  had  to  be  impro\-ised,  it  is 
astonishing  that  so  much  was  accomijlished.     The  unfinished  state  of  the 
vessel  interfered  so  with  the  drills  and  exercises  that  we  had  but  little  oppor- 
tunity of  getting  things  into  shape. 
;'*     It  should  be  remembered  that  the  ship 
was  an  experiment  in  naval  archi- 
tectm-e,   differing    in   every   respect 
from  any  then  afloat.     The  ofiieers 
and  the  crew  were  sti-angei-s  to  the 
shiiD  and  to  each  other.     Up  to  the 
hour  of  sailing  she  was  crowded  with 
workmen.   Xot  a  gun  had  been  fii-ed, 
hardly  a  revolution  of  the  engines 
had  been   made,  when  we  east  off 
from  the  dock  and  started  on  what 
many  thought  was  an  ordinary  trial 
trij),  but  which  proved  to  be  a  trial 
suc-h  as  no  vessel  that  ever  floated 
had    undergone    up    to    that    time. 
From  the  start  we  saw  that  she  was 
slow,  not  over  five  knots ;  she  steered 
so  badly  that,  with  her  great  length, 
it  took  from  thirty  to  forty  minutes 
^     to  tiuni.     She  tli-ew  twenty-two  feet, 
which  confined  us  to  a  comparatively 
narrow  channel  in  the  Eoads ;  and, 
as  I  have  before  said,  the  engines  were  our  weak  point.     She  was  as  unman- 
ageable as  a  water-logged  vessel. 

It  was  at  noon  on  the  8th  of  March  that  we  steamed  down  the  Elizabeth 
River.  Passing  by  om'  batteries,  lined  with  troops,  who  cheered  us  as  we 
passed,  and  through  the  obstructions  at  Craney  Island,  we  took  the  south 
channel  and  headed  for  Newjiort  Xews.  At  anchor  at  this  time  off  Fort 
Monroe  were  the  frigates  Miinicsnfa,  IxodnoJcr,  and  St.  Lainoicc,  and  several 
gui  1-1  Mints.  The  first  two  Avere  sister  ships  of  the  Vin/iiiia  before  the  war; 
the  last  was  a  sailing  frigate  of  fifty  gmis.  Off  Newport  News,  seven  miles 
above,  which  was  strongly  fortified  and  held  by  a  large  Federal  gan-isou, 
were  anchored  the  frigate  Conf/ir.^s,  50  guns,  and  the  sloop  (\(nihnlai>fi,  30. 
Tlie  day  was  calm,  and  the  last  two  ships  were  s^vinging  lazily  by  their  anchors. 
[The  tide  was  at  its  height  about  1 :  40  r.  si.]  Boats  were  hanging  to  the 
lower  booms,  washed  clothes  in  the  rigging.  Nothing  indicated  that  we  were 
expected;  but  when  we  came  within  three-cpiaiters  of  a  mile,  the  Ijoats  were 
droiijied  astern,  booms  got  alongside,  and  the  Ciiiiihrrlantl  opened  with  her 
i\eavy  pivots,  fnllowcd  li\-  llic  ro»|/;7'.s.s'.  tlie  gun-boats,  and  the  shore  batteries. 


LIEUTENANT    CAIESBT   AP    K.  JONES. 
FROM   A  PHOTOGRAPU. 


FKANIiLIN    BUCHANAN,    ADMIRAL,    C.  S.  N.  .JOSIAH    TATTNALL,    COMMODORE,    C.  S.  N. 

COMMANBEBS    OF   THE  "  VIRGINIA "   (OR  "MEKRIMAC").     FROM    A    PHOTOGRAPH. 
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Wf  resei-ved  our  fire  imtil 
within  easy  range,  -when  the 
forward  pivot  was  pointed  and 
fired  by  Lieutenant  Charles 
Sirums,  killing  and  wounding 
most  of  the  crew  of  the  after 
pivot-gun  of  the  Cumherland. 
Passing  close  to  the  Confiress, 
which  ]-eceived  our  starboard 
broadside,  and  retui'ned  it 
with  spirit,  we  steered  direct 
for  the  Ctoiiherhiiid,  striking 
]ier  almost  at  right  angles, 
under  the  fore-rigging  on  the 
starboard  side.  The  blow  was 
hardly  perceptible  on  board 
the  Vhy/iiiia.  Backing  cleai- 
of  her,  we  went  ahead  again, 
lieadiug  up  the  river,  helm 
liard-a-starboard,  and  tui-ned 
slowly.  As  we  did  so,  for  the 
first  time  I  had  an  oppoi-tu- 
nity  of  iisiug  the  after-pi  vol, 
of  which  I  had  charge.  As  we 
s\vung,  the  C(»i(/rcss  came  in  range,  neatly  stern  on,  and  we  got  in  three 
raking  shells.  She  had  shpped  her  anchor,  loosed  her  foretoi>sail,  run  up 
the  jib,  and  tried  to  escape,  but  grounded.  Turning,  we  headed  for  her 
and  took  a  position  within  two  hundred  yards,  where  every  shot  told.  In  the 
meantime  the  Ciniihoiaiid  continued  the  fight,  though  our  ram  had  opened 
her  side  wide  enough  to  drive  in  a  horse  and  cart.  Soon  she  listed  to  port 
and  filled  rapidly.  The  crew  were  driven  liy  the  advancing  water  to  the  sjiar- 
dcck,  and  there  worked  her  pivot-guns  until  she  went  down  Avith  a  roar,  the 
colors  still  flying.  No  ship  was  ever  fought  more  gallantly.  |  The  Con- 
f/rcss  continued  the  unequal  contest  for  more  than  an  hour  after  the  sinking 
of  the  (')tmhvrlaii(l.  Her  losses  were  terrible,  and  finally  she  ran  iip  the 
white  flag. 

As  soon  as  we  had  hove  in  sight,  coming  (hnvu  the  harbor,  the  Roanoke,  St. 
Laiorncc,  and  Miimrsota,  assisted  by  tugs,  had  got  imder  way,  and  started  up 
from  Old  Point  Comfort  to  join  their  consorts.  They  were  under  fire  from 
the  batteries  at  Sewell's  Point,  l)ut  the  distance  was  too  great  to  eft'ect  much. 
The  first  two,  however,  ran  aground  not  far  al)ove  Fort  Monroe,  and  took 

4  According  to  tlio  pilot  of  the  rioH/irWrtHi/,  A.  B.  two.   .    .    .    Finally,  after  al>out  throo-fourtlis  of  an 

Smith:  "Near  the  middle  of  the  fight,  when  the  lioiirof  the  most  severe  fighting,  ourvessel  sank,  the 

berth-deck   of   the    Citmhrrlrniri   had    sunk    V)elo\v  Stars  and  Stripes   still  waving.     That  tiag  was  fi- 

water,  one  of  the  erew  of  the  ^frrnl)lnr  came  out  nally  submerged.  Imt  after  the  hull  gronndod  on  the 

of  a  port  to  the  outside  of  her  ivon-)ilafe  roof.  ;ind  sands,  fifty-four  feet  below,   .    .    .    o\ir  pennant  was 

a  bull  from  one  i>r  our  j^'mms  iiistanlly  eiil  liim  iu  still  flying  from  the  top-inast  above  the  waves." 


COLONLI,   .rmlN    TAVI.IIU    WOOD,    LlEl  ILNAM    I) 
'■  MliUKI.MAC."     rUOM   AN   OIL   POKTKAIT. 
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but  little  part  in  the  fight.  The  Min- 
nesota, taking  the  middle  or  swash 
channel,  steamed  up  half-way  be- 
tween Old  Point  Comfort  and  New- 
l^ort  News,  when  she  grounded,  but  in  a  position  to  be  actively  engaged. 

Pre\'ious  to  this  we  had  been  joined  by  the  James  River  squadron,  which 
had  been  at  anchor  a  few  miles  above,  and  came  into  action  most  gallantly, 
passing  the  shore  batteries  at  Newport  News  under  a  heavy  fire,  and  with 
some  loss.  It  consisted  of  the  Yorktown  (or  Patrick  Henry),  12  guns.  Captain 
John  R.  Tucker;  Jamestown,  2  guns,  Lieut.-Commander  J.  N.  Barney,  and 
Teaser,  1  gun,  Lieut.-Commander  W.  A.  Webb. 

As  soon  as  the  Congress  surrendered,  Commander  Buchanan  ordered  the 
gun-boats  Beaufort,  Lieut.-Commander  W.  H.  Parker,  and  Raleigh,  Lieut.- 
Commander  J.  W.  Alexander,  to  steam  alongside,  take  off  her  crew,  and  set 
fire  to  the  ship.  Lieutenant  Pendergrast,  who  had  succeeded  Lieutenant 
Smith,  who  had  been  killed,  surrendered  to  Lieutenant  Parker,  of  the  Beau- 
fort. Delivering  his  sword  and  colors,  he  was  directed  by  Lieutenant  Parker 
to  return  to  his  ship  and  have  the  wounded  transferred  as  rapidly  as  possible. 
All  this  time  the  shore  batteries  and  small-arm  men  were  keeping  up  an  inces- 
sant fire  on  our  vessels.     Two  of  the  officers  of  the  Raleigh,  Lieutenant  Tayloe 
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THE    •'  MEKRIMAC  "    RAIIMIXG    THE    "  CCMBERLAXD." 

and  Midshipman  Hntter,  were  killed  while  assisting;  the  Union  woimded  out 
of  the  Congress.  A  number  of  the  enemy's  men  were  killed  by  the  same  tire. 
Finally  it  became  so  hot  that  the  gun-boats  were  obliged  to  haid  oft"  ynXh.  only 
thu-ty  prisoners,  leaA-ing  Lieutenant  Pendergrast  and  most  of  his  crew  on 
board,  and  they  all  afterward  escaped  to  the  shore  by  swimming  or  in  small 
boats.  WhUe  this  was  going  on,  the  white  flag  was  fl^^ng  at  her  mainmast- 
head.  Not  being  able  to  take  iiossession  of  his  prize,  the  commodore  ordered 
hot  shot  to  be  used,  and  in  a  short  time  she  was  in  flames  fore  and  aft. 
While  directing  this,  both  himself  and  his  flag-lieutenant,  Minor,  were 
severely  wounded.  The  command  then  devolved  upon  Lieutenant  Catesby 
Jones. 

It  was  now  5  o'clock,  nearly  two  hours  of  daylight,  and  tlie  M'niucsvtn  only 
remained.  She  was  aground  and  at  our  mercy.  But  the  pilots  woidd  not 
attempt  the  middle  channel  with  the  ebb  tide  and  a]iproaching  night.  So  we 
returned  by  the  south  channel  to  Sewell's  Point  and  anchored,  the  ^Fnuicsnta 
escaping,  as  we  thought,  only  uutU  morning. 

Our  loss  in  killed  and  wotmded  was  twenty-one.  The  armor  was  hardly 
damaged,  though  at  one  time  our  ship  was  th(>  focus  on  which  were  directed 
at  least  one  hundred  heavy  guns,  afloat  and  ashore.  But  nothing  outside 
escaped.  Two  guns  were  disabled  by  having  their  muzzles  shot  oft".  The  ram 
was  lt>ft  in  the  side  of  the  CKmhcrlnnd.  One  anchor,  the  smoke-stack,  and  the 
steam-pi])es  W(n-e  shot  away.  Railings,  stan(  hions.  boat-da\-its,  everything 
was  swept  clean.     Tlie  Hag-staff  was  rejHWtedly  knocked  over,  and  finally  a 
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boarding-pike  was  used.  Commodore  Buclianan  and  the  other  wounded  were 
sent  to  the  Naval  Hospital,  and  after  making  preparations  for  the  next  day's 
fight,  we  slept  at  our  guns,  dreaming  of  other  victories  in  the  morning.  ^ 

But  at  daybreak  we  discovered,  lying  between  us  and  the  Minnesota,  a 
strange-looking  craft,  which  we  knew  at  once  to  be  Ericsson's  Monifnr,  which 
had  long  been  expected  in  Hampton 
Eoads,  and  of  which,  from  different 
sources,  we  had  a  good  idea.  She  could 
not  possibly  have  made  her  appearance 
at  a  more  inopportune  time  for  us, 
changing  our  plans,  which  were  to 
destroy  the  Minnesota,  and  then  the 
remainder  of  the  fleet  below  Fort  Mon- 
roe. She  appeared  but  a  pigmy  com- 
pared with  the  lofty  frigate  which  she 
guarded.  But  in  her  size  was  one 
great  element  of  her  success.  I  will 
not  attempt  a  description  of  the  Moiii- 
toy ;  her  build  and  peculiarities  are  well 
known. 

After  an  early  breakfast,  we  got  un- 
der way  and  steamed  out  toward  the 
enemy,  opening  fire  from  our  bow 
pivot,  and  closing  in  to  deliver  our 
starboard  broadside  at  short  range, 
which  was  returned  promptly  from 
her  11-inch  guns.  Both  vessels  then 
turned  and  passed  again  still  closer. 
The  Monitor  was  firing  every  seven  or 

eight    minutes,    and    nearly   every   shot  Lleutenaut  Morris,  from  whose  official  report  we  quote 

'  ,   .  the  following  :  "  At  thirty  minutes  past  three  the  wa- 

StrUCk.       Our  ship   was    working   worse  ter  had  gained  upon  us,  notwithstanding  the  pumps 

1  1        £j-         4-1,       1  *    j-1,  were  liept  actively  employed  to  a  degree  that,  the  for- 

ana    worse,    ana    alter    tne   loss    01    tne  ward-magazine  helngdi-owned,  we  had  to  take  powder 

sinoke-'^tapk     Mr    "RamciPV     phipf    Pno-i  *'™™  ^'^^  after-magazine  lor  the  ten-Inch  gun.     At 

SmOKe  SiaCK,    mi.  Itamsey,    Cniei    engl-  thlrty-llve  minutes  past  three  the  water  had  risen  to 

neer,    reported    that     the    draught   was  t'^®  ™'"'i  hatchway,  and  the  sUp  canted  to  port,  and 

'         -^  .  .  ^  we  delivered  a  parting  fire — each  man  trying  to  save 

SO  poor  that  it  was  with  great  diffi- 
culty he  could  keep  up  steam.  Once 
or  twice  the  ship  was  on  the  bottom. 
Drawing  22  feet  of  water,  we  were 
confined  to  a  narrow  channel,  while 
the  Monitor,  with  only  12  feet  immer- 
sion, could  take  any  position,  and  al- 
ways have  us  in  range  of  her  guns.  Orders  were  given  to  concentrate  our 
fire  on  the  pilot-house,  and  with  good  result,  as  we  afterward  learned.  More 
than  two  hours  had  passed,  and  we  had  made  no  impression  on  the  enemy 

i  Lieutenant  Jones  reported  :  "  It  was  not  easy  to  keep  a  flag  flying.    The  flag-staffs  were  repeatedly 
shot  away.    The  colors  were  hoisted  to  the  smoke-stack  and  several  times  cut  down  from  it." —  Editors. 


In  the  absence  of  Captain  Eadf  ord,  the  command  of 
the  Cumberland  devolved  upon  the  executive  officer. 


himself  by  jumping  overboard.  Timely  notice  was 
given,  and  all  the  wounded  who  could  walk  were  or- 
dered out  of  the  cockpit ;  but  those  of  the  wounded 
who  had  been  carried  Into  the  sick-bay  and  on  the 
berth-deck  were  so  mangled  that  it  was  impossible  to 
save  them.  ...  I  should  judge  we  have  lost  up- 
ward of  one  hundred  men.  I  can  only  say,  in  conclu- 
sion, that  all  did  their  duty,  and  we  sank  with  the 
American  flag  flying  at  the  peak."  When  summoned 
to  surrender,  Morris  replied,  "Never!  I'll  sink  along- 
side !  "—  Editoes. 
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THE    "  5IERHIMAC  "    DKITTNG    THE    "  COSGKESS  "    FROM    HER    ANCHORAGE. 

SO  far  as  we  could  discover,  while  our  wounds  were  slight.  Several  times 
the  MouHor  ceased  firing,  and  we  were  in  hopes  she  was  disabled,  lint  the 
revolution  again  of  her  tui-ret  and  the  hea\y  blows  of  her  11-inch  shot  on 
our  sides  soon  undeceived  us. 

Coining  down  from  the  spar-deck,  and  obser^■ing  a  division  standing  "  at 
ease,"  Lieutenant  Jones  inquired : 

"  Why  are  you  not  firing,  Mr.  Eggieston  ? " 

"  Why,  our  powder  is  very  precious,"  replied  the  lieutenant :  "  and  after  two 
hours'  incessant  firing  I  find  that  I  can  do  her  altout  as  much  damage  by 
snui)ping  my  thumb  at  her  every  two  minutes  and  a  half." 

Lieutenant  Jones  now  determined  to  run  her  down  or  board  her.  For  nearly 
an  hour  we  man<T^uvred  fi^r  a  position.  Now  "  Go  ahead  I "  now  "  Stop  I "  now 
"Astern!"  The  ship  was  as  unwieldy  as  Noah's  ark.  At  last  an  opportunity 
offered.  "  Go  ahead,  full  speed ! "  But  before  the  ship  gathered  headway,  the 
Monitor  turned,  and  ovu-  disabled  ram  only  gave  a  glancing  blow,  effecting 
nothing.  Again  she  came  up  on  our  qriarter,  her  bow  against  om-  side,  and 
at  this  distance  fired  tmce.  Both  shots  struck  about  half-way  up  the  shield, 
abreast  of  the  after  pivot,  and  the  impact  forced  the  side  in  bodily  two  or  three 
inches.  All  the  crews  of  the  after  guns  were  knocked  over  by  the  concussion, 
and  bled  from  the  nose  or  ears.  Another  shot  at  the  same  jilace  woidd  have 
penetrated.  AVhile  alongside,  boarders  were  called  away;  but  she  droi>jH>d 
astern  liefore  llicv  cduld  get  on  board.  And  so,  for  six  or  more  hours,  the 
strngglc  was  kcjil  up.  At  longtli,  tlu^  Mouifor  Avithihvw  over  the  middle 
ground  wliere  we  conld   not  follow,  bnt  always  maintaining  a  position  to 
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protect  the  Minnesota.  \  To  have  run  our  ship  ashore  on  a  faUing  tide  would 
have  been  ruin.  We  awaited  her  return  for  an  hour ;  and  at  2  o'clock  p.  m. 
steamed  to  Sewell's  Point,  and  thence  to  the  dockyard  at  Norfolk,  oiu'  crew 
thoroughly  worn  out  from  the  two  days'  fight.  Although  there  is  no  doubt 
that  the  Monitor  first  retu'ed, —  for  Captain  Van  Brunt,  commanding  the 
Minnesota,  so  states  in  his  official  report, —  the  battle  was  a  drawn  one,  so  far 
as  the  two  vessels  engaged  were  concerned.  But  in  its  general  results  the 
advantage  was  with  the  Monitor.  Om'  casualties  in  the  second  day's  fight 
were  only  a  few  wounded. 

This  action  demonstrated  for  the  first  time  the  power  and  efficiency  of  the 
ram  as  a  means  of  offense.  The  side  of  the  Oumt)erland  was  crushed  like  an 
egg-shell.  The  Conc/ress  and  Minnesota,  even  with  our  disabled  bow,  would 
have  shared  the  same  fate  but  that  we  could  not  reach  them  on  account  of 
oui"  great  di'aught. 

It  also  showed  the  power  of  resistance  of  two  iron-elads,  widely  differing 
in  construction,  model,  and  armament,  under  a  fire  which  in  a  short  time 
would  have  sunk  any  other  vessel  then  afloat. 

The  Monitor  was  well  handled,  and  saved  the  Minnesota  and  the  remainder 
of  the  fleet  at  Fort  Monroe.  But  her  gunnery  was  poor.  Not  a  single  shot 
struck  us  at  the  water-line,  where  the  ship  was  utterly  unprotected  [see  ^. 
717],  and  where  one  would  have  been  fatal.  Or  had  the  fire  been  concentrated 
on  any  one  spot,  the  shield  would  have  been  pierced ;  or  had  larger  charges 
been  used,  the  result  would  have  been  the  same.  Most  of  her  shot  struck  us 
obliquely,  breaking  the  iron  of  both  courses,  but  not  injuiing  the  wood  back- 
ing. When  struck  at  right  angles,  the  backing  would  be  broken,  but  not 
penetrated.  We  had  no  solid  projectiles,  except  a  few  of  large  windage,  to 
be  used  as  hot  shot,  and,  of  coiu'se,  made  no  impression  on  the  turret.  But 
in  all  this  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  both  vessels  were  on  their  trial 
trip,  both  were  experimental,  and  both  were  receiving  their  baj^tism  of  fire. 

On  our  arrival  at  Norfolk,  Commodore  Buchanan  sent  for  me.  I  found  him 
at  the  Naval  Hospital,  badly  woixnded  and  suffering  greatly.  He  dictated  a 
short  dispatch  to  Mr.  Mallory,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  stating  the  return  of 
the  ship  and  the  result  of  the  two  days'  fight,  and  directed  me  to  proceed  to 
Richmond  with  it  and  the  flag  of  the  Congress,  and  make  a  verlaal  report  of 
the  action,  condition  of  the  Virginia,  etc. 

I  took  the  first  train  for  Petersburg  and  the  capital.     The  news  had  pre- 

\In  his  official  report,  Captain  Van  Brunt  says  '"'as  flred  by  tlie  Monitor,  which  was  returned  with 

of  the  fight,  as  viewed  from  the  Mmnesota  :  ^^"^"^  broadsirtes  from  the  Bel.ols,  with  1,0  nioiv  effect, 

apparently,  than  ho  many  pclilih-stcinc  s  fhiowu   )>y  a 

"  At  0  A.  M.  the  enemy  again  appeared,    .    .    .    and  I  cliild.   .    .   .   Tlie  .WccnwiKf,  tiiidiiii;- tlial  ,-ihc  ccmld  m:ilce 

beat  to  quarters;  but  they  ran  past  my  ship  and  were  nothing  of  the  Monitor,  turned  hi-r  attention  onec  more 

heading  for  Fortress  Monroe,  and  the  retreat  was  beaten  to  me.    In  the  morning  she  had  pnt  one  i-levcn  inch  sliot 

to  enable  my  men  to  get  something  to  eat.    TheJfccrs-  under  my  counter,  near  th(!  wiitcr-llin'.  and  now,  on  her 

mac  ran  down  near  the  Eip-Eaps  andthen  turned  into  second  approach,  I  opened  upon  her  \\  itli  all  my  liroad- 

the  channel  through  Avlileh  I  had  come.  Again  all  hands  side-guns  and  ten-inch  pivot  —  a  liroadsidc  wliich  woidd 

were  called  to  quarters,  and  opened  upon  her  with  my  have  blown  out  of  water  any  tinilier-lniilt  sliip  in  the 

stern-gun.s,  and  made  signal  to  the  Monitor  to  attack  world.    She  returned  my  fire  with  her  rifleil  liow-gun, 

the  enemy.     She  immediately  ran  down  in  my  walte,  with  a  shell  which  passed  through  the  chief  engineer's 

right  within  the  range  of  the  Merrimac,  completely  state-room,  through  the  engineers'  mess-room   amid- 

coverlng  my  ship,  as    far   as  was   possible  with   her  ships,  and  burst  in  the  boatswain's  room,  tearing  four 

diminutive  dimensions,  and,  much  to  my  astonishment,  rooms  all  into  one,  in  its  passage  exploding  two  charges 

laid  herself  right  alongside  of  the  Jlerrimac,  and  the  of  powder,  which  set  the  ship  on  fire,  but  It  was  promptly 

contrast  was  that  of  a  pigmy  to  a  giant.    Gun  after  gun  extinguished  by  a  party  headed  by  my  Urst  lieutenant." 
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ceded  me,  and  at  every  station  I  was  warmly  received,  and  to  listening  crowds 
was  forced  to  repeat  the  story  of  the  fight.  Arriving  at  Richmond,  I  drove  to 
Mr.  Mallory's  office  and  with  him  went  to  President  Davis's,  where  we  met  Mr. 
Benjamin,  who,  a  few  days  afterward,  became  Secretary  of  State,  Mr.  Seddon, 
afterward  Secretary  of  Wai',  G-eneral  Cooper,  Adjutant-Greueral,  and  a  num- 
ber of  others.  I  told  at  length  what  had  occiu'red  on  the  previous  two  days, 
and  what  changes  and  repau's  were  necessary  to  the  Virginia.  As  to  the 
future,  I  said  that  in  the  Monitor  we  had  met  our  equal,  and  that  the  result 
of  another  engagement  would  be  very  doubtful.  Mr.  Davis  made  many  in- 
quiries as  regarded  the  ship's  draught,  speed,  and  capabilities,  and  urged  the 
completion  of  the  repairs  at  as  early  a  day  as  possible.  The  conversation 
lasted  until  near  midnight.  Druing  the  evening  the  flag  of  the  Congress, 
which  was  a  very  large  one,  was  brought  in,  and  to  our  surprise,  in  unfold- 
ing it,  we  found  it  in  some  places  saturated  with  blood.  On  this  discovery 
it  was  quickly  rolled  up  and  sent  to  the  Navy  Department,  where  it  remained 
during  the  war ;  it  doubtless  burned  with  that  building  when  Richmond  was 
evacuated. 

The  news  of  our  victory  was  received  everywhere  in  the  South  with  the 
most  enthusiastic  rejoicing.  Coming,  as  it  did,  after  a  number  of  disasters  in 
the  south  and  west,  it  was  particularly  grateful.  Then  again,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, so  Uttle  was  expected  from  the  navy  that  this  success  was  entirely 
unlooked  for.  So,  from  one  extreme  to  the  other,  the  most  extravagant 
anticipations  were  formed  of  what  the  ship  could  do.  For  instance:  the 
blockade  could  be  raised,  Washington  leveled  to  the  ground,  New  York  laid 
under  contribution,  and  so  on.  At  the  North,  equally  groundless  alarm  was 
felt.  As  an  example  of  this,  Secretary  Welles  relates  what  took  place  at  a 
Cabinet  meeting  called  by  Mr.  Lincoln  on  the  receipt  of  the  news.^  " '  The 
McrrimaCj^  said  Stanton,  '  wiU  change  the  whole  character  of  the  war ;  she  will 
destroy,  seriatim,  every  naval  vessel ;  she  will  lay  all  the  cities  on  the  sea- 
board under  contribution.  I  shall  immediately  recall  Burnside ;  Port  Royal 
must  be  abandoned.  I  will  notify  the  governors  and  municipal  authorities  in 
the  North  to  take  instant  measures  to  protect  their  hai'bors.'  He  had  no 
doubt,  he  said,  that  the  monster  was  at  this  moment  on  her  way  to  Washing- 
ton ;  and,  looking  out  of  the  window,  which  commanded  a  view  of  the  Poto- 
mac for  many  miles,  '  Not  unlikely,  we  shall  have  a  shell  or  cannon-ball  from 
one  of  her  guns  in  the  White  House  before  we  leave  this  room.'  Mr.  Seward, 
usually  buoyant  and  self-reliant,  overwhelmed  with  the  intelligence,  listened 
in  responsive  sympathy  to  Stanton,  and  was  greatly  depressed,  as,  indeed, 
were  all  the  members." 

I  retiu'ned  the  next  day  to  Norfolk,  and  informed  Commodore  Buchanan 
that  he  would  be  promoted  to  be  admii'al,  and  that,  owing  to  his  wound,  he  would 
be  retired  from  the  command  of  the  Virginia.  Lieutenant  Jones  should  have 
been  promoted,  and  should  have  succeeded  him.  He  had  fitted  out  the  ship 
and  armed  her,  and  had  commanded  during  the  second  day's  fight.  However, 
the  department  thought  otherwise,  and  selected  Commodore  Josiah  Tattnall ; 

■5^  The  "  news  "  was  of  the  first  day's  battle  before  the  Monitor  had  arrived. — Editors. 
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excei^t  Lieuteuant  Joues  lie  was  the  best  man.  He  bad  distiugiusbed  him- 
self in  the  wars  of  181'2  aud  with  Mexico.  No  one  stood  higher  as  an  ac- 
complished and  chivalrous  officer.  While  in  command  of  the  United  States 
squadron  in  the  East  Indies,  he  was  present  as  a  neutral  at  the  desperate  fight 
at  the  Peiho  Forts,  below  Pekin,  between  the  English  fleet  aud  the  Chiuese, 
when  the  former  lost  nearly  one-half  of  a  force  of  twelve  hundred  engaged. 
Seeing  his  old  friend  Sir  James  Hope  hard  pressed  and  in  need  of  assistance, 
having  had  four  A'essels  siink  under  him,  he  had  his  liarge  manned,  aud  with 
his  flag-lieutenant,  S.  D.  Trenchard,  pulled  alongside  the  flag-ship,  through 
the  midst  of  a  tremendous  fire,  in  which  his  coxswain  was  killed  and  several 
of  his  boat's  crew  were  wounded.  He  found  the  gallant  admiral  desperately 
wounded,  and  all  his  crew  killed  or  disaliled  Init  six.  When  he  offei'ed  his 
services,  surprise  was  expi-essed  at  his  action.  His  reply  was,  "Blood  is 
thicker  than  water." 

Tattnall  took  command  on  the  29th  of  ]\[ar('h.  In  tlie  meantime  the  Yirffinia 
was  in  the  diy  dock  under  repau's.  The  buU  fom-  feet  below  the  shield  was 
covered  ^^dtli  2-inch  iron.  A  new  and  hea^^er  ram  was  strongly  seciuvd  to  the 
bow.  The  damage  to  the  armor  was  repaired  [see  p.  717],  wrought-iron  jiort- 
shutters  were  fitted,  and  the  rifle-guns  wt're  supplied  ^^-ith  steel-pointed  solid 
shot.  These  changes,  with  101)  tons  more  of  ballast  on  her  fan-tails,  increased 
her  (b'aught  to  2;>  f(>et,  impro^^ng  bin-  resisting  powers,  but  correspondingly 
decreasing  her  mobility  and  reducing  her  speed  to  4  knots.  The  repaii-s  were 
not  completed  until  tlu^  4tb  of  Ajiril,  owing  to  o\u'  want  of  resoui'ces  and  the 
difficulty  of  securing  workmen.  On  the  11th  we  steamed  down  the  harbor 
to  the  Roads  with  six  guu-lK>ats,  fully  expecting  to  meet  the  Monitor  again 
and  oth(M'  vessels;  for  we  knew  their  fleet  had  been  largely  reeuforced,  by 
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the  VanderhiU,  among  other  vessels,  a  powerful  side-wheel  steamer  fitted  as 
a  ram.  We  were  primed  for  a  desperate  tussle ;  but  to  otu-  surprise  we  had 
the  Roads  to  ourselves.  We  exchanged  a  few  shots  with  the  Eip-Raps  bat- 
teries, but  the  Monitor  with  the  other  vessels  of  the  fleet  remained  below  Fort 
Monroe,  in  Chesapeake  Bay,  where  we  could  not  get  at  them  except  by  pass- 
ing between  the  forts. 

The  day  before  going  down,  Commodore  Tattnall  had  written  to  Secretary 
Mallory,  "  I  see  no  chance  for  me  but  to  pass  the  forts  and  strike  elsewhere, 
and  I  shall  be  gratified  by  youi' 
authority  to  do  so."  This  freedom 
of  action  was  never  granted,  and 
prol)ably  wisely,  for  the  result  of 
an  action  with  the  Monitor  and 
fleet,  even  if  we  ran  the  gauntlet 
of  the  fire  of  the  forts  successfully, 
was  more  than  doubtful,  and  any 
disaster  would  have  exposed  Nor- 
folk and  James  Eiver,  and  prob- 
ably would  have  restdted  in  the 
loss  of  Richmond.  For  equally 
good  reasons  the  Monitor  acted  on 
the  defensive ;  for  if  she  had  been 
out  of  the  way,  Greneral  McClel- 
lan's  base  and  fleet  of  transports 
in  York  River  would  have  been 
endangered.  Observing  three  mer- 
chant vessels  at  anchor  close  in- 
shore and  within  the  bar  at  Hamp- 
ton, the  commodore  ordered  Lieu- 
tenant Barney  in  the  Jamestown  to 
go  in  and  bring  them  out.  This 
was  promptly  and  successfully  ac- 
complished, under  a  fire  from  the 
forts.  Two  were  brigs  loaded  with 
supplies  for  the  army.  The  capture 
of  these  vessels,  within  gun-shot  of 
their  fleet,  did  not  affect  its  movements.  As  the  Jamestown  towed  her  prizes 
under  the  stern  of  the  English  corvette  jR/«ff?f/o,  Captain  Hewett  (now  [1887] 
Viee-Admiral  Sir  William  Hewett,  commanding  the  Channel  Squadron),  then 
at  anchor  in  the  Roads,  she  was  enthusiastically  cheered.  We  remained  below 
all  day,  and  at  night  returned  and  anchored  oft'  SeweU's  Point. 

A  few  days  later  we  went  down  again  to  within  gun-shot  of  the  Rip-Raps, 
and  exchanged  a  few  rounds  with  the  fort,  hoping  that  the  Monitor  would 
come  out  from  her  lair  into  open  water.  Had  she  done  so,  a  determined  effort 
would  have  been  made  to  carry  her  by  boarding.  Four  small  gun-boats  were 
ready,  each  of  which  had  its  crew  divided  into  parties  for  the  performance  of 


LIEUTEN'V.Nr  JOSEPH   B.    SMITH,  ACTING  COMMANDER  OF  THE 
■CONGRESS."     FKOM  A  PHOTOGKAPH. 

According  to  the  pilot  of  the  Cumberland,  Lieuteuant 
Smith  was  killed  by  a  shot.  His  death  was  fixed  at  4: 20 
p.  M.  by  Lieutenaut  Pendergrast,  next  ia  coiumaud,  who  did 
not  hear  of  it  until  ten  minutes  later.  Wlien  his  father, 
Commodore  Joseph  Smith,  who  was  on  duty  at  Washing- 
ton, saw  by  the  first  dispatch  from  Fort  Monroe  that  the 
Congress  had  shown  the  white  iiag,  he  said,  quietly,  "  Joe's 
dead!"  After  epealdng  of  the  death  of  Licutriiaut  Smith, 
Lieutenant  Pendergrast  says,  iu  his  olficial  reiinrt  :  "  Seeing 
tliat  our  men  were  being  Mlled  "without  tlie  prosin'rl  oi  any 
relief  from  the  Minnesota,  .  .  .  nol  bciii^-  alile  to  i;i-t  a 
single  .ti'un  to  licar  upon  the  enemy,  and  the  ship  lieim;  on 
fire  in  He\(T;il  places,  upon  consultation  with  Commander 
William  Smitli  we  deemed  it  proper  to  haul  down  our  col- 
ors." Lieutenant  Smith's  sword  was  sent  to  his  father  by 
the  enenii,'  under  a  flag  of  truce. —  EDITORS. 
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certain  duties  after  getting  on  board.  Some  were  to  try  to  wedge  the  turret, 
some  to  cover  the  pilot-liouse  and  all  the  openings  with  tarpaulins,  others  to 
scale  with  ladders  the  tm'ret  and  smoke-stack,  i;sing  shells,  hand-grenades, 
etc.  Even  if  but  two  of  the  gun-boats  should  succeed  in  grappling  her,  we 
were  confident  of  success.  Talking  this  over  since  with  Captain  S.  D.  Greene, 
who  was  the  first  lieutenant  of  the  Monitor,  and  in  command  after  Captain 
Worden  was  wounded  in  the  pilot-house,  he  said  they  were  prepared  for  any- 
thing of  this  kind  and  that  it  would  have  failed.  Certain  it  is,  if  an  oppor- 
tunity had  been  given,  the  attempt  would  have  been  made. 

A  break-down  of  the  engines  forced  us  to  return  to  Norfolk.  Having  com- 
pleted om'  repairs  on  May  Stli,  and  while  returning  to  our  old  anchorage,  we 
heard  heavy  firing,  and,  going  down  the  harbor,  found  the  Monitor,  with  the 
iron-clads  Galena,  Naugatuch,  and  a  number  of  heavy  ships,  shelling  our  bat- 
teries at  Sewell's  Point.  We  stood  directly  for  the  Monitor,  but  as  we 
approached  they  all  ceased  firing  and  retreated  below  the  forts.  We  followed 
close  down  to  the  Rip-Raps,  whose  shot  passed  over  us,  striking  a  mile  or 
more  beyond  the  ship.  We  remained  for  some  hours  in  the  Roads,  and  finally 
the  commodore,  in  a  tone  of  deepest  disgust,  gave  the  order :  "  Mr.  Jones, 
fire  a  gun  to  windward,  and  take  the  ship  back  to  her  buoy." 

During  the  month  of  April,  1862,  our  forces,  under  General  J.  E.  Johnston, 
had  retired  from  the  Peninsula  to  the  neighborhood  of  Richmond,  to  defend 
the  city  against  McClellan's  advance  by  way  of  the  Peninsula,  and  from  time 
to  time  rumors  of  the  possible  evacuation  of  Norfolk  reached  us.  On  the  9th 
of  May,  while  at  anchor  ofi:  Sewell's  Point,  we  noticed  at  sunrise  that  oru' 
flag  was  not  flying  over  the  batteries.  A  boat  was  sent  ashore  and  found 
them  abandoned.  Lieutenant  Pembroke  Jones  was  then  dispatched  to  Nor- 
folk, some  miles  distant,  to  call  upon  General  Huger,  who  was  in  command, 
and  learn  the  condition  of  affairs.  He  returned  diu-ing"  the  afternoon,  report- 
ing, to  our  great  surjirise,  the  town  deserted  by  our  troops  and  the  navy  yard 
on  fire.  This  precipitate  retreat  was  entirely  unnecessary,  for  while  the  Vir- 
flinia  remained  afloat,  Norfolk  was  safe,  or,  at  all  events,  was  not  tenable  by 
the  enemy,  and  James  River  was  partly  guarded,  for  we  could  have  retired 
behind  the  obstructions  in  the  channel  at  Craney  Island,  and,  with  the  bat- 
teries at  that  point,  could  have  held  the  place,  certainly  until  all  the  valuable 
stores  and  machinery  had  been  removed  from  the  navy  yard.  Moreover,  had 
the  Virginia  been  afloat  at  the  time  of  the  battles  around  Richmond,  General 
McClellan  would  hardly  have  retreated  to  James  River ;  for,  had  he  done  so, 
we  could  at  any  time  have  closed  it  and  rendered  any  position  on  it  untenable. 

Norfolk  evacuated,  our-  occupation  was  gone,  and  the  next  thing  to  be 
decided  upon  was  what  should  be  done  with  the  ship.  Two  courses  of  action 
were  open  to  us :  we  might  have  run  the  blockade  of  the  forts  and  done  some 
damage  to  the  shipping  there  and  at  the  mouth  of  the  York  River,  provided 
they  did  not  get  out  of  our  way, —  for,  with  our  great  draught  and  low  rate  of 
speed,  the  enemy's  transports  would  have  gone  where  we  could  not  have  fol- 
lowed them  ;  and  the  Monitor  and  other  iron-clads  would  have  engaged  us  with 
every  advantage,  playing  around  us  as  rabbits  around  a  sloth,  and  the  end 
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would  liave  been  the  certain  loss  of  the  vessel.  On  the  other  hand,  the  pilots 
said  repeatedly,  if  the  ship  were  lightened  to  eighteen  feet,  they  could  take  her 
up  James  River  to  Hanison's  Landing  or  City  Point,  where  she  could  have  been 
I)ut  in  fighting  trim  again,  and  have  been  in  a  position  to  assist  in  the  defense 
of  Richmond.    The  commodore  decided  upon  this  coui-se.   CalUng  all  hands  on 

deck,  he  told  them  what  he  wished  done. 
Sharp  and  quick  work  was  necessary ; 
for,  to  be  successful,  the  .ship  mu.st  be 
lightened  five  feet,  and  we  must  pass  the 
Ijatteries  at  Newport  News  and  the  fleet 
Ijelow  before  dayhght  next  morning. 
The  crew  gave  three  cheers,  and  went  to 
work  with  a  wiU,  throwing  overboard  the 
ballast  from  the  fan-tails,  as  well  as  that 
below, — all  sjaare  stores,  water,  indeed 
everything  Imt  om*  powder  and  shot. 
By  midnight  the  ship  had  been  light- 
ened three  feet,  when,  to  our  amaze- 
ment, the  pilots  said  it  was  useless  to 
do  more,  that  with  the  westerly  wind 
blowing,  the  tide  would  be  cut  down  so 
that  the  ship  would  not  go  up  even  to 
.Jamestown  Flats  ;  indeed,  they  would 
not  take  the  responsibility  of  taking  her 
up  the  river  at  all.  This  extraordinary 
conduct  of  the  i:)ilots  rendered  some  other  plan  immediately  necessary. 
Moral :  All  officers,  as  far  as  jjossible,  should  learn  to  do  their  own  piloting. 

The  ship  had  been  ^o  lifted  as  to  be  unfit  for  action ;  two  feet  of  her  huU 
below  the  shield  was  exposed.  She  coidd  not  be  simk  again  by  letting  iu 
water  without  putting  out  the  fru'uaee  fii'es  and  fiootling  the  magazines. 
Never  was  a  commander  forced  by  circiimstances  over  which  he  had  no 
control  into  a  more  painful  position  thau  was  Commodore  Tattnall.  But 
coolly  and  calmly  he  decided,  and  gave  orders  to  desti'oy  the  sliip;  deter- 
mining if  he  could  not  save  his  vessel,  at  all  events  not  to  sacrifice  three 
huiidivd  brave  and  faitliful  men;  and  that  he  acted  wisely,  the  fight  at  Drew- 
ry's  Bluff,  which  was  the  salvation  of  Richmond,  soon  after  proved.  She  was 
run  ashore  near  Craney  Island,  and  the  crew  landed  with  their  small-arms 
and  two  days'  provisions.  Ha\ang  only  two  boats,  it  took  thi'ee  hom's  to  dis- 
embark. Lieutenant  Catesby  Jones  and  myself  were  the  last  to  leave.  Set- 
ting her  on  fire  for(>  and  aft,  she  was  soon  in  a  blaze,  and  by  the  light  of 
our  burning  ship  we  pulled  for  the  shore,  landing  at  daybreak.  We  marched 
22  miles  to  Suffolk  and  took  the  cars  for  Richmond. 

l^he  news  <if  the  destruction  of  the  Mn/inid  caused  a  most  profound  feeling 
of  disap]>ointm(^nt  and  indignation  throughout  the  South,  particularly  as  so 
much  Avas  expected  of  the  ship  after  our  first  success.  On  (^ommodore  Tattnall 
th«>  most  unsparing  and  cruel  aspersions  were  cast.     He  iiromptly  demanded 
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a  court  of  inquiry,  and,  not  satisfied  with  this,  a  court-martial,  whose  unani- 
mous finding,  after  considering  the  facts  and  circumstances,  was:  "Being 
thus  situated,  the  only  alternative,  in  the  opinion  of  the  court,  was  to  aban- 
don and  burn  the  ship  then  and  there ;  which,  in  the  judgment  of  the 
court,  was  deliberately  and  wisely  done  by  order  of  the  accused.  Where- 
fore, the  court  do  award  the  said  Captain  Josiah  Tattnall  an  honorable 
acquittal." 

It  only  remains  now  to  speak  of  oui-  last  meeting  with  the  Mo)i'itoy.  Arriv- 
ing at  Richmond,  we  heard  that  the  enemy's  fleet  was  ascending  James 
Eiver,  and  the  result  was  great  alarm ;  for,  relying  upon  the  Virginia,  not  a 
gun  had  been  mounted  to  protect  the  city  from  a  water  attack.  We  were 
hurried  to  Drewiy's  Blufl:,  the  first  high  gi-ound  below  the  city,  seven  miles 
distant.  Here,  for  two  days,  exposed  to  constant  rain,  in  bottomless  mud  and 
without  shelter,  on  scant  i3ro\isions,  we  worked  unceasingly,  mounting  guns 
and  obstructing  the  river.  In  this  we  were  aided  by  the  crews  of  smaU  vessels 
which  had  escaped  up  the  river  before  Norfolk  was  abandoned.  The  Jamestoicn 
and  some  small  sailing-vessels  were  sunk  in  the  channel,  but,  owing  to  the  high 
water  occasioned  by  a  freshet,  the  obstructions  were  only  partial.  We  had 
only  succeeded  in  getting  into  position  thi-ee  thirty-twos  and  two  sixty-fours 
(shell  guns)  and  were  without  sufficient  supply  of  ammunition,  when  on  the 
15th  of  May  the  ii'on-clad  Galena,  Commander  John  Eodgers,  followed  by 
the  MfDiitor  and  three  others,  hove  in  sight.  We  opened  fire  as  soon  as  they 
came  within  range,  directing  most  of  it  on  the  Galena.  This  vessel  was 
handled  very  skillfully.  Coming  up  withiu  six  hundi-ed  yards  of  the  batteiy, 
she  anchored,  and,  with  a  spring  from  her  quarter,  presented  her  broadside ; 
this  under  a  heavy  fire,  and  in  a  narrow  river  with  a  strong  current.  The 
Monitor,  and  others  anchored  just  below,  answered  our  fire  deliberately;  but, 
owing  to  the  great  elevation  of  the  battery,  their  fii-e  was  in  a  great  measure 
ineffectual,  though  two  guns  were  dismounted  and  several  men  were  killed 
and  wounded.  While  this  was  going  on,  our  sharp-shooters  were  at  work  on 
both  banks.  Lieutenant  Catesby  Jones,  in  his  report,  speaks  of  this  service : 
"  Lieutenant  Wood,  with  a  portion  of  the  men,  did  good  service  as  sharp- 
shooters. The  enemy  were  excessively  annoyed  by  their  fire.  His  jDosition 
was  weU  chosen  and  gallantly  maintained  in  spite  of  the  shell,  shrapnel,  gi'ape, 
and  canister  fired  at  them."  Finding  they  could  make  no  impression  on  our 
works,  the  Galena,  after  an  action  of  four  hours,  returned  down  the  river  with 
her  consorts.    Her  loss  was  about  forty  killed  and  wounded.  J 

This  was  one  of  the  boldest  and  best-conducted  operations  of  the  war,  and 
one  of  which  very  little  notice  has  been  taken.  Had  Commander  Rodgers 
been  supported  by  a  few  brigades,  landed  at  City  Point  or  above  on  the  south 
side,  Richmond  would  have  been  evacuated.  The  Virginians  crew  alone  barred 
Ms  way  to  Richmond ;  otherwise  the  obstructions  would  not  have  prevented 
his  steaming  up  to  the  city,  which  would  have  been  as  much  at  his  mercy  as 
was  New  Orleans  before  the  fleet  of  Farragut. 

)  Aceording  to  the  official  report,  the  loss  on  the  Galena  was  13  killed  and  11  wounded  ;  on  the  Port 
Boyal,  1  wounded,  and  on  the  Naugatuck,  2  wounded.     Total,  13  killed  and  14  wounded. —  Editors. 
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WATCHING  THE   "irERErMAC." 


BY  E.    E.    COLSTON,    BEIGADIER-GEXERAL,    C.  S.  A. 


IH  March,  1862,  I  was  in  command  of  a  Confed- 
erate brigade  and  of  a  district  on  the  south  side 
of  the  James  Eiver,  embracing  all  the  river  forts 
and  batteries  down  to  the  mouth  of  Nansemond 
River.  My  pickets  were  posted  all  along  the  shore 
opposite  New|5ort  News.  From  my  headquarters 
at  Smithfleld  I  was  in  constant  and  rapid  commu- 
nication through  relays  of  couriers  and  signal 
stations  with  my  department  commander,  Major- 
General  Huger,  stationed  at  Norfolk.  3> 

About  1  P.  M.  on  the  8th  of  March,  a  courier 
dashed  up  to  my  headquarters  with  this  brief  dis- 
patch: "The  Viri/inia  is  coming  up  the  river." 
Mounting  at  once,  it  took  me  but  a  very  short  time 
to  gallop  twelve  miles  down  to  Ragged  Island. 

I  had  hardly  dismounted  at  the  water's  edge 
when  I  descried  the  Mirrimac  approaching.  The 
Congress  was  moored  about  a  himdred  yards  below 
the  land  batteries,  and  the  ViiniherhnuJ  a  little 
above  them.  As  soon  as  the  Mirrimac  came 
within  range,  the  batteries  and  war-vessels  opened 

^  "  The  situation  of  aft'airs,  both  Federal  and  State,  at 
Norfolk,  on  the  niornins  of  the  19tli  of  April  [1861],"  says 
J.  T.  Sc'liarf  in  his  "  History  of  the  Confederate  States 
Navy."  '•  was  tbat  the  Federal  authorities  had  there  the 
ir.  S.  fvi«ate  Ciiiiiherlanil,  24  gnus,  fully  manned,  ready 
for  Hc:i,  mid  uiuler  orders  for  Vera  Cruz;  the  brig  T>ol- 
plibi,  i  guns,  fully  maimed,  and  ready  for  sea ;  the  sloop 
Germaiiloif)!,  22  guns,  fully  manned,  read.v  for  sea ;  the 
sloop  P/i/iH  OH  Hi,  22  guus,  ready  forsea;  theniariuesof  the 
navy  yard,  and  the  guards  of  the  frigate  Itarilan,  60  giuis. 
inordinary;  the  frigate  Cohiiiihiii,  ."lOguns,  inordinary; 
thcfiigate  Vuilcil  SInlrx,  "lO  guns, in  ordinary;  the  steam- 
frigate  Mrrrimar,  4(t  gn ns,  under  i-e pairs ;  the  ship  of  the 
line  Drlidriirr,  74  guns,  in  ordinary  ;  the  ship  of  the  line 
('iihtuihiis,  74  guns,  in  ordinary;  and  the  ship  of  the  line 
rniiisi/lndiia,  120  gnns,  •  reeeiving-sliii)';  — all  lying  at 
thi'  yard  or  in  the  stream.  The  yard  was  walled  around 
with  a  liigh  liricU  inelosnre,  and  protect eil  by  the  Eliza- 
beth liiver.  and  there  were  over  son  marines  and  sailors 
with  ollicers.  On  the  side  of  Virginia  the  situation  was: 
that  of  (J, .neral  Taliaferro  with  his  statf;  Captain  HetU 
and  IVIajor  Tyler,  two  volunteer  eompanies, —  the  Blues 
of  Norfolk  and  the  (irays  of  P<u-tsniouth,—  and  Captains 
I'egrain  anil  .Tones,  of  the  navy.  These  were  the  only 
troops  in  Norfolk,  until  after  the  evaeuation  of  the  n.avy 
yard  and  the  depavtnri'  of  the  Federal  ships." 

Ciplain  II.  (;.  Wright,  of  the  Kngineers,  who  was  on 
the  I'nili'd  Mates  sUannr  I'tnriirr  that  had  been  sent  to 
secure  the  ships  and  property  at  the  Gosport  Navy 
Yard,  reached  Norfolk  afliM'  ilarU  on  April  20th.  Fie  re. 
pm-lcdilins:  "Ou  reacliimr  Ihe  yard  it  was  fonnil  that  all 
the  ships alloal  exci'ptthe  ''Hii/^cr/.oKniad  bciaiscuttletl. 
liy  order  of  Cunmodore  :Me('anley.  the  c(unniandant  of 
Ihe  .\ard.  lo  prevc'nl  their  si-iznre  by  the  Virginia  forces, 
and  Ihal  lli.'y  were  last  sinking.  One  of  the  objects  of 
I  hi'  expi-diiion  that  of  renmvins.'  those  vessels  aini  tak- 
im;  them  lo  sea  —was,  Ihi'rcforc.  frnstrated.  On  rciiorl- 
ing  lo  (he  ciunnmdm-eof  Ihe  yard.  I  found  him  ilisposed 
lo  defend  Ihe  yard  ami  lu'opcrly  lo  Ihe  last,  and 
the  Iroopswere  accordingly  hinilod  ami  souu'  disposi- 


fire.  She  passed  on  np,  exchanging  broadsides 
with  the  Congress,  and  making  straight  for  the 
Cumherland,  at  which  she  made  a  dash,  firing  her 
bow-guns  as  she  struck  the  doomed  vessel  with  her 
prow.  I  could  hardly  believe  my  senses  when  I 
saw  the  masts  of  the  Cuniherlttml  begin  to  sway 
wildly.  After  one  or  two  lurches,  her  hull  disap- 
peared beneath  the  water,  guns  firing  to  the  last 
moment.  Most  of  her  brave  crew  went  down  with 
their  ship,  but  not  with  their  colors,  for  the 
Union  flag  still  floated  defiantly  from  the  masts, 
which  projected  obliquely  for  about  half  their 
length  above  the  water  after  the  vessel  had  set- 
tled imevenly  upon  the  river-bottom.  This  first  act 
of  the  drama  was  over  in  about  thirty  minutes,  but 
it  seemed  to  me  only  a  moment. 

The  commander  of  the  Congress  recognized  at 
once  the  impossibility  of  resisting  the  assault  of  the 
ram  which  had  just  sunk  the  Cumberland.  With 
commendable  promptness  and  presence  of  mind, 
he  slipped  his  cables,  and  ran  her  aground  upon 

tions  for  defense  taken.  It  was  soon  determined,  how- 
ever, by  Commodore  Paulding,  who  had  come  on  the 
Pawnee  from  Washington,  to  finish  Ihe  destruction  of  the 
scuttled  ships,  to  burn  :md  otherwise  destroy,  as  far  as 
practicable,  the  property  in  the  yard,  and  withdraw  with 
the  frigate  CninhrrUind,  in  tow  of  the  Patrnee  and  a 
steam-tug  which  was  lying  at  the  yard.  To  Commander 
John  Rodgers,  of  the  navy,  and  myself  was  assi^ed 
the  duty  of  blowing  up  the  dry-dock,  a.ssistcd  by  forty 
men  of  the  vohmteers  and  a  few  men  from  the  crew 
of  the  Pairnec."  Captain  Wright  and  Commander 
Rodgers  lighted  the  matches,  but  the  mine,  as  was  aft- 
erward learned,  did  not  explode.  The  heat  from  the 
burning  buildings  drove  the  men  in  the  boats  from  the 
landing,  and  the  two  officers,  alone  and  hemmed  in, 
had  to  give  themselves  up  to  the  eonunaiuler  of  the 
Virginia  forces.  They  were  taken  to  Riidmiond.  and 
released  on  .Vpril  24th. 

In  his  "TieeoUectious."  Captain  W.  H.  Parker.  C.  S. 
N..  says:  "The  eva<uation  of  Norfolk  by  the  Federals 
was  a  most  fortunate  thing  for  the  Confederates.  Wliy 
the  Federal  authorities  did  this  w.ns  alwa.vs  lH\vond  my 
eonnuehension.  The.v  had  the  place,  and  with  the  force 
at  their  conunand  could  not  have  lieen  driven  out.  No 
batteries  could  have  been  put  up  by  the  Confe*Ierates 
in  the  face  of  the  broadsides  of  their  ships,  and  it 
being  onl.v  twelve  nules  from  Fort  Monroe  (Old  Point 
Comfort!  it  coulil  have  been  rt^i*nforr<Ml  to  any  extent. 
Hut  they  did  give  it  up.  and  had  hardly  done  -so  when 
they  eoinnu'nced  nniking  preparations  to  retake  it.  The 
n:tvy  yard  contained  a  large  nnml>er  of  heavy  (>aiinnn. 
and  these  gnus  were  used  not  onl,v  to  fortif.v  Ntu'f»»lk  and 
tin'  batteries  on  the  York,  Potomac,  James,  and  Kapixi- 
hannock  rivers,  but  were  sent  to  North  and  S<iuth 
Carolina.  Ociu-gin.  Florida.  Alabama.  Mississippi,  and 
I.<ndsiana.  They  were  to  be  found  at  Roanoke  Island, 
Wibuington.  Cluirleston,  Mobile,  New  Orleans,  Vieks- 
burg,  and  many  other  places.  These  jnins.  aerordine 
to  J.  T.  Si-harf,  minibeixHl  1198,  of  which  52  wen>  nine- 
inch  Dahlgreus."  Editors. 
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WATCHING   THE  " MERRIMAC" 


1^3 


THE  "  MEEKI5IAC "  PASSING   THE    CONFEDERATE    EATTEKV    ON    CKANEY    ISLAND,    ON    HER  WAT 
TO    ATTACK   THE    FEDERAL    FLEET. 


the  shallows,  where  the  Merrimac,  at  that  time 
drawing  twenty-three  feet  of  water,  was  unable  to 
approach  her,  and  could  attack  her  with  artillery 
alone.  But,  although  the  Congress  had  more  guns 
than  the  Merrimac,  and  was  also  supported  by  the 
land  batteries,  it  was  an  unequal  conflict,  for  the 
projectiles  hm-led  at  the  Merrimac  glanced  harm- 
lessly from  her  iron-covered  roof,  while  her  rifled 
guns  raked  the  Congress  from  end  to  end. 
•  A  curious  incident  must  be. noted  here.  Great 
numbers  of  peoxjle  from  the  neigliborhood  of  Rag- 
ged Island,  as  well  as  soldiers  from  the  neax'est 
posts,  had  rushed  to  the  shore  to  behold  the  spec- 
tacle. The  cannonade  was  visibly  raging  with 
redoubled  intensity ;  but,  to  our  amazement,  not 
a  sound  was  heard  by  us  from  the  commencement 
of  the  battle.  A  strong  March  wind  was  blowing 
direct  from  us  toward  Newport  News.  We  could 
see  every  flash  of  the  guns  and  the  clouds  of  white 
smoke,  but  not  a  single  report  was  audible. 

The  Merrimac,  taking  no  notice  of  the  land  bat- 
teries, concentrated  her  fire  upon  the  ill-fated  Con- 
gress. The  latter  replied  gallantly  until  her 
commander,  Joseph  B.  Smith,  was  killed  and  her 
decks  were  reeking  with  slaughter.  Then  her 
colors  were  hauled  down  and  white  flags  appeared 
at  the  gaff  and  mainmast.  Meanwhile,  the  James 
River  gun-boat  flotilla  had  joined  the  Merrimac. 

Through  my  field-glass  I  could  see  the  crew  of 
the  Congress  making  their  escape  to  the  shore  over 
the  bow.  Unable  to  secure  her  prize,  the  Merri- 
mac set  her  on  fire  with  hot  shot,  and  turned  to 
face  new  adversaries  just  appearing  upon  the 
scene  of  conflict. 

As  soon  as  it  was  known  at  Port  Monroe  that 
the  Merrimac  had  come  out,  the  frigates  Min- 
nesota, Boanolce,  and  St.  Lan-rence  were  ordered  to 
the  assistance  of  the  blockading  squadron.  The 
Minnesota,  assisted  by  two  tugs,  was  the  first  to 
reach  the  scene,  but  the  Cnmberland  and  the  Co7i- 
gress  were  already  past  help.  As  soon  as  she  came 
within  range,  a  rapid  cannonade  commenced  be- 
tween her  and  the  Merrimac,  aided  by  the  Patrich 


Menry  und  the  Jamestown,  side-wheel  river  steamers 
transformed  into  gun-boats.  The  Minnesota,  diaw- 
ing  nearly  asmueh  water  as  the  Merrimac,  gi'oiuided 
upon  a  shoal  in  the  North  Channel.  This  at  once 
put  an  end  to  any  further  attacks  by  ramming; 
but  the  lofty  frigate,  towering  above  the  water, 
now  offered  an  easy  target  to  the  rifled  guns  of 
the  Merrimac  and  the  lighter  artillery  of  the  gun- 
boats. A  shot  from  her  exploded  the  Patrich  Hcnri/'s 
boiler,  causing  much  loss  of  life  and  disabling  that 
vessel  for  a  considerable  time. 

In  the  meantime  the  lioanohe  and  St.  Lawrence 
were  approaching,  aided  by  steam-tugs.  As  they 
passed  Sewell's  Point,  its  batteries  opened  fire 
upon  them,  and  they  replied  with  broadsides.  Just 
at  that  moment  the  scene  was  one  of  unsurpassed 
magnificence.  The  bright  afternoon  sun  shone 
upon  the  glancing  waters.  The  fortifications  of 
Newport  News  were  seen  swarming  with  soldiers, 
now  idle  spectators  of  a  conflict  far  beyond  the 
range  of  their  batteries,  and  the  flames  were  just 
bursting  from  the  abandoned  Congress.  The 
stranded  Minnesota  seemed  a  huge  monster  at  bay, 
surrounded  by  the  Merrimac  and  the  gun-boats. 
The  entire  horizon  was  lighted  up  by  the  continual 
flashes  of  the  artillery  of  these  combatants,  the 
broadsides  of  the  Eoanoke  and  St.  Lawrence  and 
the  Sewell's  Point  batteries;  clouds  of  white  smoke 
rose  in  spiral  columns  to  the  skies,  illumined  by 
the  evening  sunlight,  while  laud  and  water  seemed 
to  tremble  under  the  thunders  of  the  cannonade. 

The  Minnesota  was  now  ina  desperate  situation. 
It  is  true  that,  being  aground,  she  could  not  sink, 
but,  looking  through  the  glass,  I  could  see  a  hole  in 
her  side,  made  by  the  Merrimac's  rifle  shells.  She 
had  lost  a  number  of  men,  and  had  once  been  set 
on  fire.  Her  destruction  or  surrender  seemed  inev- 
itable, since  all  efforts  to  get  her  afloat  had  failed. 
But  just  then  the  Merrhnac  turned  away  from  her 
toward  the  Boanoie  and  the  St.  Lawrence.  These 
vessels  had  suffered  but  little  from  the  distant  fire 
of  the  Sewell's  Point  batteries,  but  both  had  run 
aground,  and  had  not  been  floated  off  again  with- 
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out  great  difficulty,  for  it  was  very  hazardous  for 
vessels  of  deep  draught  to  manoeuvre  over  these 
comparatively  shallow  waters.  When  the  Mcrri- 
mac  approached,  they  delivered  broadsides  and 
were  then  towed  back  with  promptness.  The 
Merrimac  pursued  them  but  a  short  distance  (for 
by  this  time  darkness  was  falling  upon  the  scene 
of  action,  the  tide  was  ebbing,  and  there  was  great 
risk  of  ruTining  aground),  and  then  steamed  toward 
Norfolk  with  the  Beaufort,  leaving  her  wounded  at 
the  Marine  Hospital. 

And  now  followed  one  of  the  grandest  episodes 
of  this  splendid  yet  somber  drama.  The  moon  in 
her  second  quarter  was  just  rising  over  the  waters, 
but  her  silvery  light  was  soon  paled  by  the  con- 
flagration of  the  Conijrcss,  whose  glare  was  reflected 
in  the  river.  The  burniflg  frigate  four  miles  away 
seemed  much  nearer.  As  the  flames  crept  up  the 
rigging,  every  mast,  spar,  andrope  glittered  against 
the  dark  sky  in  dazzling  lines  of  fire.  The  hull, 
aground  upon  the  shoal,  was  plainly  visible,  and 
upon  its  black  sui'face  each  port-hole  seemed  the 
mouth  of  a  fiery  furnace.  For  houi-s  the  flames 
raged,  with  hardly  a  perceptible  change  in  the 
wondrous  picture.  At  iiTegular  intervals,  loaded 
guns  and  shells,  exploding  as  the  fire  reached  them, 
sent  forth  their  deep  reverberations.  The  masts 
and  rigging  were  still  standing,  apparently  almost 
intact,  when,  about  2  o'clock  in  the  morning,  a 
monstrous  sheaf  of  flame  rose  from  the  vessel  to 
an  immense  height.  A  deep  report  announced  the 
explosion  of  the  ship's  powder-magazine.  Appar- 
ently all  the  force  of  the  explosion  had  been  up- 
ward. The  rigging  had  vanished  entirely,  but  the 
hull  seemed  hardly  shattered;  the  only  apparent 
change  in  it  was  that  in  two  places  two  or  three 
of  the  port-holes  had  been  blown  into  one  great 
gap.  It  continued  to  burn  until  the  brightness  of 
its  blaze  was  effaced  by  the  morning  sun. 

Diu-ing  the  night  I  had  sent  an  order  to  bring 
down  from  Sraithfield  to  Ragged  Island  the  twelve- 
oared  Ijarge  that  I  used  when  inspecting  the  river 
batteries,  and  at  the  first  dawn  of  day  I  embarked 
with  some  of  my  staff,  and  rowed  in  the  direction 
of  the  Minnesota,  confident  of  witnessing  her  de- 
struction or  surrender  ;  and,  in  fact,  nothing  could 
have  saved  her  but  the  timely  arrival  of  the  anx- 
iously expected  Monitor. 

The  sun  was  just  rising  when  the  Mcrrimar, 
having  anchored  for  the  night  at  Sewell's  Point, 
headed  toward  the  Minnesota.  But  a  most  impor- 
tant incident  had  taken  place  during  the  night.  The 
Monitor  had  reached  Old  Point  about  10  o'clock  : 


her  commander  had  been  informed  of  the  events 
of  the  day,  and  ordered  to  proceed  at  once  to  the 
relief  of  the  Minnesota. 

As  soon  as  the  Merrimac  ajjproached  her  old 
adversaiy,  the  Monitor  darted  out  from  behind  the 
Minnesota,  whose  immense  bulk  had  effectually 
concealed  her  from  view.  No  words  can  express 
the  surprise  with  which  we  beheld  this  strange 
craft,  whose  appearance  was  tersely  and  graphic- 
ally described  by  the  exclamation  of  one  of  my 
oarsmen.  "A  tin  can  on  a  shingle!"  Yet  thisinsig- 
nificant-looldng  object  was  at  that  moment  the  most 
powei-ful  war-ship  in  the  world.  The  first  shots 
of  the  Merrimac  were  directed  at  the  Minnesota, 
which  was  again  set  on  fire,  while  one  of  the  togs 
alongside  of  her  was  blown  up,  creating  great  havoc 
and  consternation ;  but  the  Monitor,  having  the 
advantage  of  light  draught,  placed  herself  between 
the  Merrimac  and  her  intended  victim,  and  from 
that  moment  the  conflict  became  a  heroic  single 
combat  between  the  two  iron-clads.  For  an  in- 
stant they  seemed  to  pause,  as  if  to  survey  each 
other.  Then  advancing  cautiously,  the  two  vessels 
opened  fire  as  soon  as  they  came  within  range, 
and  a  fierce  artillei-y  duel  raged  between  them 
without  perceptible  effect,  although  the  entire  fight 
was  within  close  range,  from  half  a  mile  at  the  far- 
thest down  to  a  few  yards.  For  four  hours,  from 
S  to  12  (which  seemed  three  times  as  long),  the 
cannonading  continued  with  hardly  a  moment's 
intermission.  I  was  now  within  three-quarters  of 
a  mile  of  them,  and  more  than  once  stray  shots 
came  near  enough  to  dash  the  spray  over  my  barge, 
but  the  grandeiir  of  the  spectacle  was  so  fascinat- 
ingthat  they  passed  by  unheeded.  During  the  evo- 
lutions, in  which  the  Monitor  had  the  advantage 
of  light  draught,  the  McrrimacTa.n  agi-ound.  After 
miieh  delay  and  difliculty  she  was  floated  off.  Find- 
ing that  her  shot  made  no  impression  whatever 
upon  the  Monitor,  the  Merrimac,  seizings  favorable 
chance,  succeeded  in  striking  her  foe  with  her  stem. 
Soon  afterward  they  ceased  firing  and  separated  as 
if  by  common  consent.  The  Monitor  steamed  away 
toward  Old  Point.  Captain  Van  Brunt,  commander 
of  the  Minnesota,  states  in  his  official  report  that 
when  he  saw  the  Monitor  disappear,  he  lost  all 
hope  of  saving  his  ship.  But.  fortunately  for  him, 
the  Merrimac  steamed  slowly  toward  Norfolk, 
evidently  disabled  in  her  motive  power.  The 
Monitor,  accompanied  by  several  tugs,  returned 
late  in  the  afternoon,  and  they  succeeded  in  float- 
ing off  the  Minnesota  and  conveying  her  to  Old 
Point. 


HOW  THE   (^UN-BOAT    "ZOU.WE"  .\IPEP   THE    "CONGRESS.' 


I!Y    IIEXRV   1;F.A\FY.    ACTINd    MASTER,    r.    S.    X. 

UK   Zonare   was   a   tug-lioat    Iniilt   in  Albany,      gineers  and  tiremon  who  brought  her  from  Albany 
N.  Y.,  for  service  on  the  Hudson  River,  of     entered  the  naval  ser\-ioe,  both  the  fonner  being 


great  power  and  speed  for  that  class  of  vessel. 
On  hor  purchase  by  the  Government,  she  was 
delivered  at  Hampton  Roads  by  her  original 
owners  to  .Xdniival  (ioldsliorougli,  at  that  tinic  in 
coinniiind  of  llu<  Nin-tli  .\tlantic  Si|naih'on.   The  en- 


appointed  acting  second-assistant  engineers,  and 
the  latter  first-class  firemen.  I  was  ordereil  to  her 
February  1st,  ISti'J.  and  look  with  me  from  the 
store-ship  iVilUnm  Boitiirr,  of  which  I  was  execu- 
tive, ten  men,  who.  with  the  pilot,  H,  .T.  Phillips. 
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who  had  been  previously  ordered,  comprised  the 
crew.  She  had  for  armament  a  30-pounder  Par- 
rott  rifle  forward  and  a  24-pounder  howitzer  aft. 
We  were  ready  for  service  early  in  February  and 
were  assigned  to  picket  duty  in  the  James  River, 
which  employed  us  only  from  sunset  to  sunrise. 
Dui'ing  the  daytime  we  acted  as  a  tender  for  the 
Cumberland  and  Congress.  On  the  Sth  of  March, 
after  coming  in  from  picket  duty,  we  went  to  Fort 
Monroe  for  the  mail  and  fresh  provisions,  which  we 
got  on  the  arrival  of  the  mail-boat  from  Baltimore. 
We  retiu'Qed  to  Newport  News  about  10  o'clock. 
After  delivering  the  stores  belonging  to  the  Congress 
and  Cumberland,  we  went  to  the  wharf  to  lie  until 
wanted.  A  little  after  dinner,  about  12:  30,  the 
quartermaster  on  watch  called  my  attention  to 
black  smoke  in  the  Elizabeth  River,  close  to 
Craney  Island.  We  let  go  from  the  wharf  and  ran 
alongside  the  Cumberland.  The  officer  of  the  deck 
ordered  us  to  run  down  toward  Pig  Point  and  find 
out  what  was  coming  down  from  Norfolk.  It 
did  not  take  us  long  to  find  out,  for  we  had  not 
gone  over  two  miles  when  we  saw  what  to  all  ap- 
pearances looked  like  the  roof  of  a  very  big  barn 
belching  forth  smoke  as  from  a  chimney  on  fire.  We 
were  all  divided  in  opinion  as  to  what  was  coming. 
The  boatswain's  mate  was  the  first  to  make  out 
the  Confederate  flag,  and  then  we  all  guessed  it  was 
the  Merrimae  come  at  last.  When  we  were  satisfied 
it  was  the  enemy,  we  went  to  quarters  and  fired 
our  30-pounder  Parrott,  which  was  not  answered. 
We  fired  again,  taking  deliberate  aim,  and  were 
rather  surprised  that  it  was  unnoticed  ;  we  fired,  I 
think,  about  six  shots  when  our  recall  signal  was 
hoisted  on  the  Cumberland.  By  this  time  the  bat- 
teries at  New]5ort  News  had  commenced  firing,  the 
Congress  had  gone  to  quarters  and  opened  fire ; 
when  we  got  close  to  the  Cumberland  she  also  be- 
gan firing.  The  Merrimae  kept  on  until  abreast  the 
Congress,  when  she  opened  fire,  pouring  a  broadside 
in  passing,  and  came  right  on  for  the  Cumberland, 
which  vessel  was  using  her  guns  as  fast  as  they 
could  be  fired.  We  were  in  rather  a  tight  place, 
beiiig  between  the  fire  of  the  gun-boats  from  Nor- 
folk and  the  Patriek  Henry  and  Jamestown  from 
Richmond,  and  our  own  batteries  on  shore,  the  shot 
from  which  were  falling  all  round  us.  However, 
we  kept  loading  and  firing  as  fast  as  we  were  able, 
until,  seeing  that  the  Congress  had  loosed  her  fore- 
topsail  and  made  signal  for  us  to  come  alongside, 
we  ran  down  to  her,  leaving  the  Cnmberland  just 
as  the  Merrimae  was  passing  her  bows.  We  made 
fast  to  the  port  side  of  the  Congress,  passing  our 
tow-line  through  a  scupper,  and  with  our  breast- 
lines  through  a  gun-port,  she  lying  headed  toward 
Hampton  Roads.     There  was  hardly  a  breath  of 


wind,  so  that  her  topsail  and  jib  were  of  no  account 
in  moving  her.  It  took  us  some  time  to  get  our 
lines  fast,  owing  to  the  horrible  condition  of  affairs 
on  the  gun-deck,  which  was  on  fire.  The  cries  of  the 
wounded  were  terrible.  The  men  were  not  all  regu- 
lar men-of-war' s-men  —  I  think  some  were  soldiers ; 
but,  anyhow,  the  tug's  crew  had  to  get  on  board  to 
make  our  lines  fast.  When  everything  was  ready, 
Lieut.  Smith  ordered  me  to  go  ahead,  with  our 
helm  hard-a-starboard  so  as  to  get  her  into  shoal 
water.  Whenwe  had  her  headed  toward  the  shore, 
the  Merrimae  got  right  astern  of  us  and  opened  fire, 
pouring  broadside  after  broadside,  that  raked  her 
fore  and  aft,  overthrowing  several  of  the  guns  and 
killing  a  number  of  the  crew.  About  this  time  we 
were  in  rather  a  bad  plight ;  the  blood  was  running 
from  the  Congress  scuppers  on  to  our  deck,  like 
water  on  a  wash-deck  morning ;  the  tallow-cup  on 
top  of  our  cylinder,  and  the  pilot-house  and  billet- 
head  on  the  stem  were  shattered  by  shot ;  the  pilot, 
Mr.  Phillips,  was  stunned.  Our  Zouave  figure-head, 
which  was  a  fixture  on  top  of  the  pilot-house,  carried 
away  by  a  shot  on  its  way  over  the  bows,  disabled 
two  of  the  crew  of  the  rifle.  It  was  about  this  time 
that  the  Congress  gi-ounded  and  the  white  flag  was 
hoisted.  Firing  ceased  and  a  rebel  steamer  was  mak- 
ing for  us.  I  told  Lieut.  Pendergrast  that  if  he  did 
not  want  me  anymore,  I'd  leave  and  try  to  escape. 
He  told  me  to  take  care  of  myself,  as  they  had  sur- 
rendered. We  cut  our  lines  and  backed  astern,  and, 
as  soon  as  we  got  clear,  commenced  firing,  which, 
I  think,  gave  rise  to  the  charge  of  the  Congress 
firing  after  she  had  struck  her  colors.  The  Minne- 
sota was  aground  in  the  North  Channel,  and  had 
my  recall  signal  flying.  We  headed  for  her,  keeping 
as  close  to  the  beach  on  our  side  as  possible,  when 
about  half-way,  after  passing  all  the  enemy's 
vessels,  we  were  struck  by  a  shot  which  carried 
away  our  rudder-post  and  one  of  the  blades  of 
our  propeller-wheel.  Being  then  unable  to  use  our 
rudder,  and  heading  directly  for  the  enemy,  we 
stopped  and  backed  so  as  to  get  her  head  right, 
which  we  did,  and  with  our  large  hawser  out  over 
our  port  quarter,  we  kept  her  going  in  the  right 
direction,  until  the  gun-boat  JMiitehaV  came  to  our 
assistance.  We  lay  that  night  alongside  Wie  Minne- 
sota, and  in  the  morning  were  towed  to  Port  Monroe. 

I  claim  for  the  Zouave  that  she  fired  the  first 
shot  at  the  Merrimae,  and  that  but  for  her  assist- 
ance the  Congress  would  have  been  captured ;  in 
evidence  of  which  I  refer  to  page  64  of  Profes- 
sor Soley's  book,  ' '  The  Blockade  and  the  Cruisers," 
also  to  the  "  New  York  Herald"  of  March  10th, 
1862.  I  held  the  appointment  of  acting  master's 
mate,  and  had  been  in  the  service  from  June,  18  61. 

Detroit,  March  911i,  1884. 


THE  PLAN  AND  CONSTRUCTION  OF  THE  "MERRIMAC." 


BY  JOHN  M.  BROOKE,  COMMANDER,  C.  S.  N. 


EAKLT  in  June,  1861,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  or  more  inches  of  iron,  inclined  to  the  horizontal 

of  the  Confederate  States  asked  me  to  design  plane  at  the  least  angle  that  would  permit  work- 

an  iron-clad.  The  first  idea  presenting  itself  was  a  ing  the  guns ;  this  shield,  its  eaves  submerged  to 

shield  of  timber,  two  feet  thick,  plated  with  three  the  depth  of  two  feet,  to  be  supported  by  a  hull  of 
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equal  length.  There  was  nothing  novel  in  the  use 
of  inclined  iron-plating.  It  was  apparent  that  to 
support  such  a  shield  the  ends  of  the  vessel  would 
be  so  full  as  to  prevent  the  attainment  of  speed ; 
and  that  in  moving  end  on  even  a  small  sea  would 
prevent  working  the  bow  or  stem  gun.  It  then 
occurred  to  me  that  fineness  of  line,  protection  of 
hull,  and  buoyancy  with  light  draught,  could  be 
obtained  by  extending  the  ends  of  the  vessel  under 
water  hcijond  the  shield,  provided  the  shield  were 
of  sufficient  length  to  give  the  requisite  stability. 
Considering,  then,  the  liability  to  the  banking  up 
of  water  over  these  submerged  ends,  I  erected 
upon  each  a  decked  superstructure  of  ship-iron, 
carried  up  from  the  sides  of  the  submerged  parts 
to  a  height  above  water  not  greater  than  would 
permit  free  use  of  the  guns,  and  of  the  usual  form 
of  hull  above  water.  Water  could  be  admitted  or 
taken  from  them. 

I  submitted  to  the  secretary  outline  drawings, — 
sheer,  body  and  deck  plans,  with  explanations, — 
and  he  approved  and  adopted  this  novel  form.  In 
reply  to  my  suggestion  that  Naval-Constructor  John 
L.  Porter  and  Chief-Engineer  William  P.  William- 
son should  be  called  to  Richmond,  that  we  might 
put  the  plan  in  execution,  he  replied  that  a  practi- 
cal mechanic  would  be  sent  from  the  Norfolk  yard. 
This  mechanic  —  a  master  ship-carpenter — came; 
but  as  he  was  lacking  in  confidence  and  energy, 
and  was  averse  to  performing  unusual  duty,  he 
was  permitted  to  return  to  the  yard. 

Messrs.  Porter  and  Williamson  were  ordered  to 
Richmond  for  consultation  on  the  same  general 
subject,  and  to  aid  in  the  work.  They  met  the 
secretary  and  myself  on  the  23d  of  June,  1S61. 
Mr.  Porter  brought  and  submitted  to  the  secretary 
a  model  described  by  the  latter  in  a  report  dated 
March  29th,  1862,  to  the  congress  of  the  Confed- 
erate States,  as  "  a  fiat-bottomed  light-draught  pro- 
peller, casemated  battery,  with  inclined  ii'on  sides 
and  ends."  The  hull  of  this  model  did  not  extend 
beyond  the  shield.  The  secretary  then  called  the 
attention  of  Messrs.  Williamson  and  Porter  to  the 
plan  proposed  by  me,  which  had  been  adopted  by 
the  department.  The  drawings  were  laid  before 
them,  the  reasons  for  extending  the  hull  under 
water  beyond  the  shield  were  given,  and  both 
approved  it.  As  the  di-awings  were  in  pencil,  the 
secretary  directed  me  to  make  a  clean  drawing  in 
ink   of   the   plan,  to    be   filed  in    the    department. 


Messrs.  Porter  and  Williamson  were  directed  to 
ascertain  if  suitable  engines  and  boilers  could  be 
obtained.  Mr.  Porter  offered  to  make  the  clean 
drawing,  as  "being  more  familiar  with  that  sort 
of  work."  Accepting  the  offer  I  went  with  Will- 
iamson to  the  Tredegar  work-s,  where  we  learned 
that  there  were  no  suitable  engines  in  the  South. 
Williamson  then  said  he  thought  the  engines  of 
the  Merrhnac  could  be  used,  but  that  the  vessel 
would  necessarily  draw  as  much  water  as  the 
Mcrrimac,  and  it  would  not  be  worth  while  to  build 
a  new  hull,  as  enough  of  the  old  hull  remained  to 
carry  out  the  plan.  Mr.  Porter  and  I  thought  the 
draught  too  great,  but  that  we  could  not  do  better. 
We  so  reported  to  the  secretary,  who  concurred. 
That  there  might  be  official  record  of  residts  of 
consultation,  as  there  was  of  the  original  plan,  he 
directed  us  to  consider  and  report  upon  the  best 
mode  of  making  the  ilcrrimac  useftd.  which  we 
did  in  accordance  with  the  views  above  stated. 
Mr.  Williamson  and  Mr.  Porter  returned  to  Nor- 
folk, the  former  to  adapt  and  repair  the  engines, 
the  latter  to  cut  the  ship  down,  submerge  her 
ends,  etc.  To  me  was  assigned  the  preparation  of 
armor,  consti'uction  of  guns,  etc.  On  the  11th  of 
July  Mr.  Porter  submitted  to  the  secretary  draw- 
ings, based  upon  actual  measurements  of  the  ship 
and  on  the  plan  of  suhmirqed  exUnded  ends,  which 
I  had  presented,  and  which  had  been  unanimously 
approved.  Having  reference  to  this  working  plan 
and  its  details,  the  secretary  issued  the  following 
order : 

Navy  Department,  Rrhmoxd,  July  11.1861.  Flag- 
Officee  F.  Forrest.  .*ir  :  You  will  proceed  with  all 
practicable  tUspatch  to  make  the  cbanjres  In  the  fonn 
of  the  Merrimac,  and  ti>  Iniild.  equip,  and  fit  her  in 
aU  respects  accordins  to  the  design  and  plans  of  the 
constructor  and  engineer,  Messrs.  Porter  and  William- 
son. .  .  .  R.  S.  llALLOBr,  Secretary  o(  the  C.  S.  Xavj-. 

This  and  a  similar  order  were  construed  by  Mr. 
Porter  to  credit  him  with  the  origin  of  the  plan, 
and  served  as  a  basis  to  a  pnlilished  claim  after 
the  action  in  Hampton  Roads,  which  led  to  a  call 
by  the  Confederate  House  of  Representatives,  upon 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  for  information  as  to 
the  origin  of  the  plan,  and  to  the  settlement  of  the 
question  by  a  patent.  No.  100,  granted  me  l>y  the 
Confederate  States,  29th  July,  1SG2.  This  patent 
is  still  in  my  possession. 

Lexixgtox,  Va..  October.  18S7. 


BV    .TdllX     t,.    roRTER,    N'AVAI,   COXSTRrrTOK.    rOXFEOERATE    STATES 


rx  Jmii',  isci.  I  WHS  orilerod  to  Kichniond  by 
Si'crctiirv  Miillory.  and  cavrieil  up  with  nie  a 
model  of  an  ii'on-clail  for  harbcn'  defense.  Soon  after 
my  arrival  I  was  informed  by  the  secretary  that  I 
liaii  been  sent  tor  to  confer  with  Chief  Engineer  W. 
P.  Williamson  and  Lieutenant  J.  M.  Brooke  in 
arranging  an  iron-clad.  We  went  into  Engineer 
Williamson's  office,  and  held  a  consultation,  the 
result  of  which  was  this  reiiort  to  (he  s(>cv('tary: 

"  N'Avv  nni'.\iiTMi:NT,  KicuMovn.  JuMi-  'Will,  isr,i.  Siii : 
In  olu'clicni'i'  111  Mini-  cmlrr,  we  have  cnlvlllllv  cxaniincd 


and  considcivd  the  various  plans  and  propositions  for 
constructing  a  shot-proof  stcani-battery.  and  res|»eot- 
fnlly  report  that  in  our  opinion  the  stcani-frlinito  Mrrri- 
mar,  which  is  in  such  lomlitinn  fi-oiii  the  cffcot  of  Urt'  as 
to  be  useless  for  any  otlicr  purpose  without  imiirrins  a 
very  heavy  cxpcnsr  in  licr  i-cbuihliiis.  can  be  made  lUi 
elflcient  vessel  of  that  diaraeter,  niountinc  10  heavy 
irniis.  2  pivot  and  S  lii-oadside  suns  of  her  original  Kit- 
tcry.  a.iil  from  ttic  fnrtlier  consideration  that  wo  cannot 
procnri'  a  s\iita1ilc  enirino  and  lioiloi-s  for  any  other  vos- 
srl  willioiil  Im-ldini:  them,  which  wonld  ooonp.r  too 
much  time,  it  would  appiar  that  this  is  our  nnl.v  cli,incc 
to  get  a  siiitalile  vessel  in  a  short  time.    The  bottom  of 
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the  ImJl,  boilers,  and  heavy  and  costly  parts  of  the 
engine  being  but  little  injured,  reduce  the  cost  of  con- 
Btruction  to  about  one-third  of  the  amount  which  would 
be  required  to  construct  such  a  vessel  anew. 

"  We  cannot,  without  further  examiuation,  make  an 
accurate  estimate  of  the  cost  of  the  proposed  work,  but 
think  it  will  he  about  one  hundred  and  ten  thousand 
dollars,  the  most  of  which  will  be  for  labor,  the  materials 
being  nearly  all  on  hand  in  the  yard,  excepting  the  iron 
plating  to  cover  the  shield.  The  plan  to  be  adopted  in 
the  arrangement  of  the  shield  for  glancing  shot,  mount- 
ing guns,  arranging  the  hull,  and  i)Iatingto  be  in  accord- 
ance with  the  plan  subiiiittrd  fur  the  approval  of  the 
department.  We  are,  with  miu-h  respect,  your  obedient 
servants,  William  P.  Williamson,  Chief  Engineer; 
John  M.  Brooke,  lieutenant;  John  L.  Porter,  Naval 
Constructor." 

I  returned  immediately  to  the  Gosport  Navy 
Yard,  and  made  a  working  drawing  of  the  whole 
thing,  put  my  shield  on  it,  wMch  I  had  in  my 
model,  and  returned  to  the  secretary,  July  11th, 
1861,  who  had  the  following  order  made  out,  and 
placed  in  my  hands  by  himself: 

"  Navy  Department,  Richmond,  July  11th,  1861.  Flag- 
Offioer  F.  Forrest.  Sir  :  You  will  proceed,  with  all 
practicable  dispatch,  to  make  the  changes  in  the  Mevri- 
mac,  and  to  build,  eciulp,  and  tit  her  in  all  respects 
according  to  the  designs  and  plans  of  the  constructor 
and  engineer,  Messrs.  Porter  and  Williamson.  As  time 
is  of  the  first  importance  in  the  matter,  you  will  see  that 
work  progresses  without  delay  to  completion.  S.  I!. 
Mallory,  Secretary  of  the  Confederate  States  Navy." 

I  came  immediately  back  to  the  Navy  Yard  and 
commenced  this  great  work,  unassisted  by  mortal 
man  so  far  as  the  plans  and  responsibilities  of  the 
hull  and  its  workings  were  concerned  as  an  iron- 
clad. The  second  letter  which  came  from  the  de- 
partment about  this  great  piece  of  work  is  as 
follows : 

"  Confederate  States  Navt  Department,  Eich- 
MOND,  August  18th,  1861.  Flag-officer  F.  Forrest, 
Commanding  Navy  Yard,  Gosport.  Sir:  The  great 
importance  of  the  service  expected  from  the  Merrlniac, 
and  the  urgent  necessity  of  her  speedy  completion,  in- 
duce me  to  call  upon  you  to  push  forward  the  work  with 
the  utmost  dispatch.  Chief  Engineer  Williamson  and 
Constructor  Porter,  severally  in  charge  of  the  two 
resi>ective  branches  of  this  great  work,  and  for  which 
they  will  be  held  personally  responsible,  will  receive, 
therefore,  every  possible  facility  at  the  expense  and 
delay  of  every  other  work  on  hand  if  necessary.  Secre- 
TAKT  S.  E.  Mallort,  Confederate  States  Navy." 

In  April,  1846,  I  had  been  stationed  in  Pitts- 
burg superintending  an  iron  steamer,  when  I  con- 
ceived the  idea  of  an  iron-clad,  and  made  a  model 
with  the  exact  shield  which  I  placed  on  the  Merri- 
mac.  Lieutenant  Brooke  tried  for  over  a  week  to 
carry  out  the  wish  of  the  department,  but  failed 
entirely  to  produce  anything,  whereupon  I  was 
called  on  by  the  secretary. 

After  I  had  made  the  plan  of  the  Merrimac,  and 
had  submitted  it  to  the  department,  not  to  Lieuten- 
ant Brooke,  and  when  everything  was  fresh  in  the 
mind  of  the  secretary,  he  had  the  order  of  July 
11th  made  out  and  placed  in  my  hands,  to  Plag- 
Offieer  Forrest,  to  proceed  with  the  work  with  all 
dispatch.  No  man  save  myself  had  anything  to 
do  with  the  converting  of  that  ship  into  an  iron- 


clad,—  I  calculated  her  displacement,  weight,  etc., 
and  cut  her  down  to  suit,  and  no  man  save  myself 
knew  what  she  would  bear.  Lieutenant  Brooke 
came  to  the  yard  once  while  the  ship  was  being 
prepared,  and  stated  that  he  had  tried  experiments 
on  three  inches  of  iron  and  it  would  not  stand  the 
fire.  I  then  told  him  to  put  on  another  inch,  mak- 
ing four  inches ;  he  asked  me  if  she  would  bear  it. 
I  told  him  she  would,  and  the  armor  was  changed 
to  fourinches.  All  the  inboard  plans  and  arrange- 
ments were  made  by  myself,  and  the  whole  work- 
ing of  the  ship  ;  Lieutenant  Brooke  superintended 
the  armor  and  guns ;  Engineer  Williamson  super- 
intended the  machinery,  and  John  L.  Porter  the 
construction  of  the  hull.  The  accompanying  draw- 
ing is  a  correct  representation  of  a  cross-section 
amidships.  She  had  only  decks,  gun  and  berth. 
Her  shield  sloped  at  an  angle  of  35  degi'ees ;  her 
rudder  and  propeller  were  well  protected  by  a 
heavy  fan-tail ;  her  prow  was  of  cast-iron  se- 
em'ely  fastened  to  the  ship,  and  so  well  secured 
that  though  it  was 
broken  in  two  by 
striking  the  Ciim- 
Jjcrland  a  glancing 
blow,  the  fasten- 
ings to  the  vessel 
were  not  broken 
loose.  Her  deck 
ends  were  two  feet 
below  water  and 
not  awash,  and  the 
ship  was  as  strong 
and  well  protected 
at  her  center-line 
as  anywhere  else, 
as  her  knuckle  was   ckoss-section   or  "  merrimac,' 

FROM     A    DRAWING     BY     JOHN 
L.   I'OKTER,  CONSTRUCTOR. 


-  4  inches  of  iron. 

-  22  inches  of  wood. 


two  feet  below  her 

water-line,  and  her 

plating  ran  down 

to  the  knuckle  and 

was  there  clamped.    Her  draught  of  water  was  21 

feet  forward  and  22  feet  aft. 

After  the  engagements  of  the  8th  and  9th  of 
March,  1862,  I  put  her  in  the  dry-dock  and  found 
she  had  97  indentations  on  her  armor  from  shot, 
20  of  which  were  fi-om  the  1 0-ineh  guns  of  the  Mon- 
itor. Six  of  her  top  layer  of  plates  were  broken 
by  the  Monitor's  shots,  and  none  by  those  of  the 
other  vessels.  None  of  the  lower  layer  of  plates 
were  injured.  I  removed  those  plates  and  replaced 
them  by  others.  Her  wood-work  underneath  was 
not  hurt.  Her  smoke-staek  was  full  of  shot-holes. 
She  never  had  any  boat-davits.  Her  pilot-house 
was  cast  solid,  and  was  not  covered  with  jilatc-iron 
like  her  shield.  She  had  port  shutters  only  ;it  lier 
four  quarter  port-holes.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that 
the  conversion  of  the  Merrimac  into  an  iron-clad 
was  merely  accidental,  and  gi'ew  out  of  the  imprac- 
ticability of  building  an  engine  within  the  time  at 
the  disposal  of  the  Confederacy,  and  no  iron-elad, 
with  submerged  ends,  was  afterward  built. 

Portsmouth,  Va.,  October,  1887. 


NOTES   OX  THE   MONITOR  -  MEREMAC   FIGHT.  ^ 

BY    DIN'mDDIE    B.     PHILLIPS,    SCEGEOS'    OF    THE   "MEEKIMAC." 


THE  Virr/iiiia  (or  Mcrrimuc),  with  which  I  was 
connected  durinf;  her  entire  career,  bore  some 
resemljlance  to  a  huge  terrapin  with  a  large  round 
chimney  about  the  middle  of  its  back.  She  was  so 
built  as  not  to  suit  high  winds  and  heavy  seas,  and 
therefore  could  not  operate  outside  the  capes  of 
Virginia.  In  fact  she  was  designed  from  the  first 
as  a  defense  for  the  harbor  of  Norfolk,  and  for  that 
alone.  In  addition  to  our  guns,  we  were  armed 
with  an  iron  ram  or  x>row.  The  prow,  not  being 
well  put  on,  was  twisted  off  and  lost  in  our  first 
encounter  with  the  Cumberland.  I  am  also  satisfied 
that  had  not  our  prow  been  lost,  we  should  have 
sunk  the  Monitor  when  we  rammed  her  on  the  9th 
of  March,  18G'2.  Admiral  Worden  is  of  contrary 
opinion.  In  a  private  letter  to  me,  dated  March 
13th,  1882,  he  says: 

"  If  tile  prow  of  the  iterrimiir  had  been  intact  at  the 
timesliCHtruiU  I  lie-  Miunlur.  shf  iimlil  nut  bave  damaged 
her  a  iiartiili-  ijnnv  I'v  tlic  hlnw  witli  it  tlian  she  did  in 
hittiiif;  h.  T  with  111  1  -tiin  ;  ami  for  I  hi- following  reasons: 
The  hull  of  thu  iluiiiinr  uas  in  luiadtli.  at  her  midship 
section,  34  feet,  and  the  anijoricl  laft  which  was  placed 
on  the  hull  was,  at  the  same  ]Miiul,  41  feet  4  Inches  in 
breadth,  so  that  the  raft  extended  on  either  side  3  feet  8 
inches  beyond  the  bull.  The  raft  was  5  feet  deep  and 
was  immersed  in  the  water  3'"  feet.  The  Merrimuc's 
prow,  according  to  Jones,  was  2  feet  below  the  surface 
of  the  water.  The  prow,  therefore,  if  on.  would  have 
struck  the  armored  hull  I'o  feet  above  its  lowest  part, 
and  could  not  have  damaged  it.  Further,  the  prow 
extended  2  feet  forward  from  the  stem,  and  had  it  been 
low  enough  to  reach  below  the  armored  raft,  itcould  not 
have  reached  the  hull  by  1  foot  8  inches." 

Admiral  Worden's  theory,  given  above,  like  all 
untested  ones,  is  merely  speculation  ;  and  I  doubt 
not  the  commander  of  the  Cumberland,  previous 
to  a  practical  demonstration,  would  have  thought 
it  impossible  for  our  prow  to  have  first  crushed  its 
way  through  a  strongly  constructed  raft  projected 
in  front  of  that  vessel  as  a  protection  against 
torpedoes,  and  then  to  have  penetrated  her  bow  — 
the  strongest  part  of  the  ship — and  to  have  made 
a  chasm  in  it  large  enough,  according  to  Wood,  to 
admit  a  "horse  and  cart." 

Most  of  our  crew  being  volunteers  from  the 
army  and  unused  to  ship-life,  aljoiit  twenty  per 
cent,  of  our  men  were  usually  ashore  at  the  hos- 
pital, and  oiu'  effective  force  on  the  Stli  of  March 
vras  about  2."J0  or  200  men. 

We  loft  the  Norfolk  Navy  Yard  about  1 1  .\.  M. 
of  that  ilay.  As  our  engines  were  very  weak  and 
defective,  having  been  condemned  just  before  the 
war  as  worthless,  we  were  fortunate  in  having 
favoral)lo  weather  for  our  purpose.  The  day  was 
unusually  mild  and  calm  for  the  season,  and  the 
water  was  smooth  and  glassy;  and,  except  for  the 
unusiniUy  large  number  of  persons  upon  the  shores 
watching  our  motions,  there  was  nothing  to  indi- 
cate a  serious  movement  on  our  part.  Our  vessel 
never  having  been  tested  before,  and  her  model 
being  new  and  unheard  of,  many  of  those  who 
watched  us  predicted  failure,  and  others  suggested 
that  the  Mrtjinin  was  an  enormous  metallic  burial- 
case,  and  that  we  were  conductingonr  own  funeral. 


Though  we  withdrew  on  the  first  day  of  the 
battle,  at  7  P.  M.,  and  went  to  our  anchorage  at 
Sewell's  Point,  our  duties  kept  us  so  constantly 
engaged  that  it  was  near  midnight  before  we  got 
our  supper,  the  only  meal  we  had  taken  since  8 
A.  M.  Afterward  the  attractiveness  of  the  burning 
Congress  was  such  that  we  watched  her  tUI  nearly 
1  A.  M.,  when  she  blew  up,  before  we  went  to  our 
rest,  so  that  when  we  were  aroused  to  resume  the 
fight  on  Sunday  morning,  it  seemed  as  though  we 
had  scarcely  been  asleep.  After  a  hurried  break- 
fast, and  while  the  crew  were  getting  up  the 
anchor,  I  landed  Captain  Buchanan,  Lieutenant 
Minor,  and  the  seriously  wounded  men  at  Sewell's 
Point,  for  transmission  to  the  naval  hospital  at 
Norfolk.  Returning,  I  pulled  around  the  ship  be- 
fore boarding  her,  to  see  how  she  had  stood  the 
bombardment  of  Saturday  and  to  what  extent  she 
had  been  damaged.  I  fotind  all  her  stanchions, 
iron  railings,  and  light  work  of  every  description 
swept  away,  her  smoke-stack  cut  to  pieces,  two 
guns  without  muzzles,  and  ninety-eight  indenta- 
tions on  her  plating,  showing  where  heavy  solid 
shot  had  struck,  but  had  glanced  off  without  doing 
any  injury.  As  soon  as  I  had  got  on  deck  (about 
0:  "2.5  A.  M.),  we  started  again  for  Hampton  Roads. 

On  our  way  to  the  Minnesota,  and  wliUe  we  were 
still  too  far  off  to  do  her  much  damage,  the  Moni- 
tor came  out  to  meet  us.  For  some  length  of  time 
we  devoted  our  attention  to  her,  but  having  no 
solid  shot,  and  finding  that  our  light  shell  were 
making  but  little  impression  upon  her  turret.  Jones 
ordered  the  pilot  to  disregard  the  Monitor  alto- 
gether, and  caiTv  out  his  first  instructions  by  plac- 
ing the  Virijinia  as  near  to  the  Minnesota  as  possi- 
ble. Instead,  however,  of  taking  us  within  a  half 
mile  of  that  ship,  as  we  afterward  learned  he  could 
have  done,  he  purposely  ran  us  aground  nearly  two 
miles  off.  This  he  did  through  fear  of  passing 
under  the  Minnesota's  terrible  broadside.as  he  con- 
fessed subsequently  to  Captain  A.  B.  Fairfax.  Con- 
federate States  navy,  from  whose  lips  I  received  it. 

After  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes  we  were  afloat 
again.  We  sheered  oil  from  the  Monitor  in  order 
to  get  a  chance  to  turn  and  ram  her.  This  was  the 
time  when  Captain  Van  Brunt  was  under  the  im- 
pression we  were  in  retreat  and  "the  little  battery 
ehasing  us."  As  soon  as  the  move  could  be 
effected,  we  turned  and  ran  into  the  Monitor,  and 
at  the  same  time  gave  her  a  shot  from  our  l>ow 
pivot-gun.  Had  our  iron  prow  been  intact,  as  I 
have  already  said,  we  would  have  sunk  her.  As  it 
was,  she  staggered  awhile  under  the  shock,  and, 
sheering  off  from  us  was  for  a  time  inactive  [see  p. 
72,")].  The  battle  was  renewed,  but  shortly  after 
noon  the  Monitor  ag:iin  withdrew  [see  p.  727]. 

Wo  contintied  our  fire  upon  the  Minnesota,  at 
long  range,  for  about  half  an  hour  longer,  when 
we  took  advantage  of  the  flood-tide  and  returned 
slowly  to  Norfolk.  That  we  did  not  destroy  the 
Minnesota  was  due  solely  to  the  fact  that  our  pilot 
assured  us  we  could  get  no  nearer  to  her  than  we 
then  wore  without  grounding  again. 


•{^  Condensed  from  a  paper  in  ••  The  Soulhorn  Divouac  "  for  Mari'h.  1887. 
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IN  THE  "MONITOR"  TURRET. 

BY  S.   DANA   GREENE,   COMMANDER,   U.  S.  N.,  EXECUTIVE   OFFICER  OF  THE    "MONITOR." 


THE  keel  of  the  most  famous  vessel  of  modern  times,  Captain  Ericsson's 
first  iron-clad,  was  laid  in  the  ship-yard  of  Thomas  F.  Rowland,  at 
Greenpoint,  Brooklyn,  in  October,  1861,  and  on  the  30th  of  January,  1862, 
the  novel  craft  was  launched.  On  the  25th  of  February  she  was  commissioned 
and  turned  over  to  the  Government,  and  nine  days  later  left  New  York  for 
Hampton  Roads,  where,  on  the  9th  of  March,  occurred  the  memorable  contest 
with  the  Merrhiiac.  On  her  next  venture  on  the  open  sea  she  foundered  off 
Cape  Hatteras  in  a  gale  of  wind  (December  29th).  During  her  career  of  less 
than  a  year  she  had  no  fewer  tlian  five  different  commanders ;  but  it  was  the 
fortune  of  the  writer  to  serve  as  her  only  executive  officer,  standing  upon  her 
deck  when  she  was  launched,  and  lea^dng  it  but  a  few  minutes  before  she  sank. 
So  hiu'ried  was  the  preparation  of  the  Monitor  that  the  mechanics  worked 
upon  her  day  and  night  up  to  the  hour  of  her  departui'e,  and  httle  oppoi*- 
tunity  was  offered  to  di'iU  the  crew  at  the  guns,  to  work  the  turret,  and  to 
become  familiar  with  the  other  unusual  features  of  the  vessel.  The  crew 
was,  in  fact,  composed  of  volunteers.  Lieutenant  Worden,  having  lieen 
authorized  by  the  Navy  Department  to  select  his  men  from  any  shi]i-of-war 
in  New  York  harbor,  addressed  the  crews  of  the  North  CaroJiua  and  Sah'we, 
stating  fully  to  them  the  probal^le  dangers  of  the  jjassage  to  Hampton  Roads 
and  the  certainty  of  having  important  service  to  perform  after  arriving. 
.The  sailors  responded  enthusiastically,  many  more  volunteering  than  were 
required.  Of  the  crew  Captain  Worden  said,  in  his  official  report  of  the 
battle,  "A  better  one  no  naval  commander  ever  had  the  honor  to  command."  | 


4  The  Monitor's  officers  were  :  Lieut.  J.  L.  Wor- 
den, commanding ;  Lieut.  S.  D.  Greene,  executive 
officer ;  Acting  Master,  L.  N.  Stodder ;  Acting  Mas- 
ter, J.  N.  Webber ;  Acting  Master's  Mate,  d.  Fred- 
eriekson  ;  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon,  D.  C.  Logue ; 
Acting  Assistant  Paymaster,  W.  F.  Keeler ;  Chief 
Engineer,  A.  C.  Stimers  (inspector) ;  First  Assist- 


ant Engineer,  Isaac  Newton  (in  charge  of  steam 
machinery) ;  Second  Assist.  Engineer,  A.  B.  Camp- 
bell ;  Third  Assist.  Engineer,  E.  W.  Hands  ;  Fourth 
Assist.  Engineer,  M.  T.  Sunstrom  ;  Captain's  Clerk, 
D.  Toffey  ;  Quartermaster,  P.  Williams  ;  Gunner's 
Mate,  J.  Crown;  Boatswain's  Mate,  J.  Stocking; 
and  42  others,— a  total  of  58.— S.  D.  G. 
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IN   THE  "MONITOR"   TURRET. 


The  sword  was  presiuttd  to  AdniiiiU  Woidcu  by  the  State  of  New  York  soou  after  the  ougagement 
iu  Hampton  Roads.— Editoks. 

We  left  New  York  iu  tow  of  tlie  tug-boat  Sdh  Loir  at  11  a.  m.  of  Thursday, 
the  6th  of  March.  Ou  the  following  day  a  moderate  breeze  was  eucouutereii, 
and  it  was  at  once  e^^dent  that  the  Monitor  was  unfit  as  a  sea-going  craft. 
Nothing  but  the  subsidence  of  the  wind  prevented  her  from  being  shipwi-eeked 
before  she  reached  Hampton  Roads.  Tlie  berth-deck  hatch  leaked  in  spite 
of  all  Ave  coiild  do,  and  the  water  came  down  txuder  the  turret  like  a  waterfall. 
It  would  strike  tlio  pilot-house  and  go  over  the  turret  in  beautiful  curves,  and 
it  came  through  th(>  narrow  eye-holes  in  the  pilot-house  with  such  force  as  to 
knock  the  hclnisninn  com]iletcly  round  from  th(>  wheel.  The  waves  also 
lirokc  ()Vt>r  tlu'  blowcv-pipcs,  and  the  water  came  down  througli  them  in  such 
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quantities  that  the  belts  of  the  blower-engines  slii^ped,  and  the  engines  con- 
sequently stopped  for  lack  of  artificial  draught,  without  which,  in  such  a 
confined  place,  the  fires  could  not  get  air  for  combustion.  Newton  and  Sti- 
mers,  followed  by  the  engineer's  force,  gallantly  rushed  into  the  engine-room 
and  fire-room  to  remedy  the  evil,  but  they  were  unable  to  check  the  inflowing- 
water,  and  were  nearly  suffocated  with  escaping  gas.  They  were  dragged 
out  more  dead  than  alive,  and  carried  to  the  top  of  the  turret,  where  the 
fresh  air  gradually  revived  them.  The  water  continued  to  pour  through  the 
hawse-hole,  and  over  and  down  the  smoke-stacks  and  blower-pipes,  in  such 
quantities  that  there  was  imminent  danger  that  the  ship  would  fbuuder.  The 
steam-pumps  could  not  be  operated  because  the  fires  had  been  nearly  extin- 
guished, and  the  engine-room  was  uninhabitable  on  account  of  the  suffocating 
gas  with  which  it  was  filled.  The  hand-pumps  were  then  rigged  and  worked, 
but  they  had  not  enough  force  to  throw  the  water  out  through  the  top  of  the 
tm-ret, —  the  only  opening, —  and  it  was  useless  to  bail,  as  we  had  to  pass  the 
buckets  up  through  the  tm-ret,  which  made  it  a  very  long  operation.  For- 
tunately, toward  evening  the  wind  and  the  sea  subsided,  and,  being  again  in 
smooth  water,  the  engine  was  put  in  operation.  Bat  at  midnight,  in  pass- 
ing over  a  shoal,  rough  water  was  again  encountered,  and  our  troubles  were 
renewed,  complicated  this  time  with  the  jamming  of  the  wheel-ropes,  so  that 
the  safety  of  the  ship  depended  entirely  on  the  strength  of  the  hawser  wliich 
connected  her  with  the  tug-lioat.  The  hawser,  being  new,  held  fast ;  but 
during  the  greater  part  of  the  night  we  were  constantly  engaged  in  fighting 
the  leaks,  until  we  reached  smooth  water  again,  just  before  dayhght. 

It  was  at  the  close  of  this  dispiriting  trial  trip,  in  which  all  hands  had  been 
exhausted  in  their  efforts  to  keep  the  novel  craft  afloat,  that  the  Monitor 
passed  Cape  Henry  at  4  p.  m.  on  Sattu'day,  March  8th.  At  this  point  was 
heard  the  distant  booming  of  hpa^'y  guns,  which  our  captain  rightly  judged 
to  be  an  engagement  with  the  McrrbiKic,  twenty  miles  away.  He  at  once 
ordered  the  vessel  stripped  of  her  sea-rig,  the  turret  keyed  up,  and  every  prep- 
aration made  for  battle.  As  we  approached  Hampton  Eoads  we  could  see 
the  fine  old  Couffress  biu'uing  brightly,  and  soon  a  pilot  came  on  board  and 
told  of  the  arrival  of  the  Mcrrimac,  the  disaster  to  the  Cumherhnul  and  the 
Congress,  and  the  dismay  of  the  Union  forces.  The  Monitor  was  pushed  with 
all  haste,  and  reached  the  Boanoke  (Captain  Marston),  anchored  in  the  Roads,  at 
9  p.  M.  Worden  immediately  reported  his  arrival  to  Captain  Marston,  who 
suggested  that  he  should  go  to  the  assistance  of  the  Minnesota,  then  agi'ound 
off  Newport  News.  ^    As  no  i^ilot  was  available.  Captain  Worden  accepted  the 

^Captain  John  Marston,  of  the  i?oa«oAr,  who  was  IloqnoJce.  to  report  his  arrival  at  Hampton  Roads, 
the  senior  officer  present  during  Flag-0£5eer  Golds-  Captain  Marston  took  npon  himself  the  responsi- 
borough's  absence  on  the  sounds  of  Nortli  Caro-  bility  of  retaining  the  Monitor  to  protect  the  fleet, 
lina,  had  received  peremptory  orders  to  send  the  Under  the  eireumstanees,  it  is  hard  to  see  how  he 
Monitor  to  Washington  without  delay.  Similar  could  have  done  otherwise,  although  his  action  in- 
orders  had  been  received  by  Commodore  Pauld-  volved  him  in  a  technical  disobedience  of  orders, 
ing  in  New  York,  but  they  only  arrived  after  the  In  view  of  the  spirit  of  routine  which  pervaded 
Monitor's  departure,  and  the  tug  by  which  Pauld-  the  older  branch  of  the  service  at  this  time,  Cap- 
ing  endeavored  to  communicate  with  her  failed  to  tain  Marston's  action  showed  commendable  spirit 
overtake  her.     When  Worden  went  on  board  the  and  good  sense. —  Editors. 
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volunteer  services  of  Acting  Master  Samuel  Howard,  who  earnestly  sought 
the  duty.  An  atmosphere  of  gloom  pervaded  the  fleet,  and  the  pygmy  aspect 
of  the  new-oomer  did  not  inspire  confidence  among  those  who  had  witnessed 
the  destraetion  of  the  day  before.  Skillfully  piloted  by  Howaj-d,  we  proceeded 
on  our  way,  our  path  illumined  by  the  blaze  of  the  Confiress.  Eeaching  the 
Minnesota,  hard  and  fast  agi-ound,  near  midnight,  we  anchored,  and  Worden 
reported  to  Captain  Van  Brunt.  Between  1  and  2  a.  m.  the  Confiress  blew  up, — 
not  instantaneously,  but  successively.  Her  powder-tanks  seemed  to  explode, 
each  shower  of  sparks  rivaling  the  other  in  its  height,  until  they  appeared  to 
reach  the  zenith, — a  grand  but  mournful  sight.  Near  us,  too,  at  the  bottom 
of  the  river,  lay  the  Ctonherland,  with  her  sUent  crew  of  brave  men,  who 
died  while  fighting  their  gams  to  the  water's  edge,  and  whose  colors  were  still 
flying  at  the  peak.\ 

The  dreary  night  dragged  slowly  on ;  the  officers  and  crew  were  up  and  alert, 
to  be  ready  for  any  emergency.     At  daylight  on  Sunday  the  Mi-rrhnar  and 
I  her  consorts  were  discovered  at 

anchor  near  Sewell's  Point.  At 
about  half -past  7  o'clock  the  ene- 
my's vessels  got  under  way  and 
steered  in  the  direction  of  the 
Minnesota.  At  the  same  time  the 
Monitor  got  under  way,  and  her 
officers  and  crew  took  tlieu*  sta- 
tions for  liattle.  Captain  Van 
Brunt,  of  the  ^Dnnesota,  officially 
reports,  "I  made  signal  to  the 
'}[o)ntor  to  attack  the  enemy," 
liut  the  signal  was  not  seen  by 
us ;  other  work  was  in  hand,  an(i  Commander  Worden  requii'ed  no  signal. 

The  iiilot-house  of  the  Jloiiifor  was  situated  well  forward,  near  the  bow;  it 
was  a  wrought-iron  structure,  liuilt  of  logs  of  iron  nine  inches  thick,  bolted 
through  the  corners,  and  covered  with  an  iron  plate  two  inches  thick,  which 
was  not  fastened  down,  Imt  was  kept  in  place  merely  by  its  weight.  The 
sight-liol(\s  or  slits  were  made  by  inserting  quarter-inch  plates  at  the  cornel's 
between  the  upper  set  of  logs  and  the  next  below.  The  structure  projected 
four  feet  above  the  deck,  and  was  barely  large  enough  inside  to  hold  three  men 
standing.  It  presented  a  flat  surface  on  all  sides  and  on  top.  The  steering- 
wheel  was  secured  to  one  of  the  logs  on  the  front  side.  The  position  and 
shape  of  this  structure  should  be  carefully  borne  in  mind. 

AYorden  took  his  station  in  the  pilot-house,  and  by  his  side  were  Howard, 
tlie  ]Mlot,  and  Pctt>r  "Williams,  (luartermaster,  who  steered  the  vessel  througii- 


SIDE    Kl.EVATION    AND    TIKCK-PI.AN    OFTUK    "  MONlTIUi. 


\T\\o  fortune  of  I'ivil  war  «!is  illustrated  iu  tlio 
ciisr  of  tlio  Mtrnniiu:  romiiiodoro  Buchaimn's 
brotlicr  was  an  oflicor  of  tli(>  Coiiijrrxs.  and  each 
Uinnv  of  tli(>  other's  jirosoiu'o.  Tlio  first  ami  fourth 
lioufonntits  of  tho  Mrrrimur  had  each  a  brother 
in  tlie  Ignited  States  annv.     The  father  of  the  fifth 


lieutenant  was  also  iu  the  United  States  army. 
The  father  of  one  of  the  midshipmen  was  in  the 
United  States  navy.  Liexitenant  Bntt,  of  the 
}[<'ryiiime.  had  lieen  the  room-mate  of  Lieutenant. 
S.  Dana  Greene,  of  the  .VoiiiMr.  at  the  Xaval  .Acad- 
emy in  Annapolis. —  Editors. 
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out  the  engagement.  My  place  was  iu  the  tm-ret,  to  work  and  fight  the  guns ; 
with  me  were  Stockier  and  ^timers  and  sixteen  brawny  men,  eight  to  each 
gun.  John  Stocking,  boatswain's  mate,  and  Thomas  Lochraue,  seaman,  were 
gun-captains.  Newton  and  his  assistants  were  in  the  engine  and  fire  rooms, 
to  manipulate  the  boilers  and  engines,  and  most  admirably  did  they  perform 
this  impoi'tant  service  from  the  beginning  to  the  close  of  the  action.  "Webber 
had  charge  of  the  powder  division  on  the  berth-deck,  and  Joseph  Crown, 
gunner's-mate,  rendei'ed  valuable  service  in  connection  with  this  duty. 

The  physical  condition  of  the  officers  and  men  of  the  two  ships  at  this  time 
was  in  striking  contrast.  The  Ilerrhnac  had  passed  the  night  quietly  near 
Sewell's  Point,  her  jaeople  enjoying  rest  and  sleep,  elated  by  thoughts  of  the 
victory  they  had  achieved  that  day,  and  cheered  by  the  prospects  of  another 
easy  victory  on  the  morrow.  The  Monitor  had  barely  escaped  shipwreck  twice 
within  the  last  thirty-six  hours,  and  since  Friday  morning,  forty-eight  hours 
before,  few  if  any  of  those  on  board  had  closed  theu'  eyes  in  sleep  or  had  any- 
thing to  eat  but  hard  bread,  as  cooking  was  impossible.  She  was  surrounded 
by  wrecks  and  disastei",  and  her  efficiency  in  action  had  yet  to  be  proved. 

Worden  lost  no  time  iu  bringing  it  to  test.  Getting  his  ship  under  way,  he 
steered  direct  for  the  enemy's  vessels,  in  order  to  meet  and  engage  them  as 
far  as  possible  from  the  3Iii/ue.sot((.  As  he  ai^proached,  the  wooden  vessels 
quickly  turned  and  left.  Oui-  captain,  to  tlie  "  astonishment "  of  Captain  Van 
Brunt  (as  he  states  in  his  official  report),  made  straight  for  the  Merrimac, 
which  had  already  commenced  firing ;  and  when  he  came  within  short  range, 
he  changed  his  course  so  as  to  come  alongside  of  her,  stopped  the  engine,  and 
gave  the  order,  "  Commence  firing ! "  I  triced  up  the  port,  ran  out  the  gun, 
and,  taking  dehberate  aim,  pulled  the  lockstring.  The  Merrimac  was  quick  to 
reply,  returning  a  rattling  broadside  (for  she  had  ten  guns  to  our  two),  and 
the  battle  fauiy  began.  The  turrets  and  other  parts  of  the  ship  were  heavily 
struck,  but  the  shots  chd  not  penetrate ;  the  tower  was  intact,  and  it  continued 
to  revolve.  A  look  of  confidence  passed  over  the  men's  faces,  and  we  believed 
the  MerriuKie  would  not  repeat  the  woi-k  she  had  accomplished  the  day  before. 

The  fight  continued  with  the  exchange  of  broadsides  as  fast  as  the  guns 
could  be  served  and  at  very  short  range,  the  distance  between  the  vessels 
frequently  being  not  more  than  a  few  yards.  Worden  skillfully  manoeuvi'ed 
his  quick-turning  vessel,  trying  to  find  some  vulnerable  point  in  his  adversaiy. 
Once  he  made  a  dash  at  her  stern,  hoping  to  disable  her  screw,  which  he 
thinks  he  missed  by  not  more  than  two  feet.  Oui*  shots  ripped  the  iron  of 
the  Merrimac,  while  the  reverberation  of  her  shots  against  the  tower  caused 
anything  but  a  pleasant  sensation.  While  Stodder,  who  was  stationed  at  the 
machine  which  controlled  the  revohing  motion  of  the  turret,  was  incau- 
tiously leaning  against  the  side  of  the  tower,  a  large  shot  struck  in  the  vicinity 
and  disabled  him.  He  left  the  turret  and  went  below,  and  Stimers,  who  had 
assisted  him,  continued  to  do  the  work. 

The  drawbacks  to  the  position  of  the  pilot-house  were  soon  realized.  We 
could  not  fire  ahead  nor  within  several  points  of  the  bow,  since  the  blast 
from  our  own  guns  would  have  injured  the  people  in  the  pilot-house,  only 
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a  few  yards  off.  Kt-eler  and  Toffey  passed 
tbo  f-aptaiu's  orders  aud  messages  to  me,  and 
my  inquiries  and  answers  to  him,  the  spi-aking- 
tulie  from  the  pilot-house  to  the  tmTet  having 
been  broken  early  in  the  action.  They  per- 
formed their  work  with  zeal  and  alacrity,  but, 
both  being  landsmen,  oui'  technical  communi- 
cations sometimes  miscarried.  The  situation 
was  novel :  a  vessel  of  war  was  engaged  in  des- 
perate combat  with  a  powerfid  foe;  the  cap- 
tain, commanding  and  guiding,  was  inclosed  in 
line  place,  and  the  executive  officer,  working 
and  fighting  the  guns,  was  shut  up  in  another, 
and  communication  between  them  was  difficult 
and  uncertain.  It  was  this  experience  which 
caused  Isaac  Ne-\vton,  immediately  after  the  en- 
gagement, to  suggest  the  clever  plan  of  putting 
the  pilot-house  on  toj)  of  the  tiuTet,  and  making 
it  cyliudi-ical  instead  of  sf^uare;  and  his  sug- 
gestions were  subsequently  adopted  in  this  type 
of  vessel.      [But  see  p.  736. — Editoes.] 

As  the  engagement  continued,  the  working  of 
the  tun-et  was  not  altogether  satisfactory.  It 
was  difficult  to  start  it  revohdng,  or,  when  once 
started,  to  stop  it,  on  account  of  the  imjiert'ec- 
tions  of  the  novel  machinery,  which  was  now 
undergoing  its  first  trial.  Stimers  was  an  active, 
muscular  man,  and  did  his  utmost  to  control 
the  motion  of  the  tuiTet;  but,  in  spite  of  his 
efforts,  it  was  difficxilt,  if  not  impossible,  to 
secure  accurate  firing.  The  conditions  were 
very  different  from  those  of  an  ordinary  broad- 
side gun,  under  which  we  had  been  trained  on 
wooden  ships.  My  only  view  of  the  world  out- 
side of  the  tow(>r  was  over  the  muzzles  of  the 
guns,  which  cleared  the  ports  by  only  a  few 
inches.  When  thi'  guns  were  run  in,  the  port- 
lioles  were  covered  by  hea^y  iron  pendulums, 
]Mt>rcod  with  small  holes  to  allow  the  iron  ram- 
mer and  sponge  handles  to  protrude  while  they 
\v(n"e  in  use.  To  hoist  these  ptnululums  required 
tli(^  entire  gun's  crew  and  vastly  increased  tlie 
work  inside  the  turret. 

The  (>ff(H>t  u]ion  one  shut  U]i  in  a  revolving 
drum  is  ]H'rplexing,  and  it  is  not  a  simple  matter 
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to  keep  the  bearings.  Wliite  marks  had  been  placed  upon  the  stationary 
deck  immediately  below  the  turret  to  indicate  the  dii'ection  of  the  star- 
board and  port  sides,  and  the  bow  and  stern ;  but  these  marks  were  oblit- 
erated early  in  the  action.  I  would  continually  ask  the  captain,  "How 
does  the  Merrimac  bear!"  He  replied,  "On  the  starboard-beam,"  or  "On 
the  port-quarter,"  as  the  case  might  be.  Then  the  difficulty  was  to  deter- 
mine the  direction  of  the  starboard-beam,  or  port-quarter,  or  any  other  bear- 
ing. It  finally  resulted,  that  when  a  gun  was  ready  for  firing,  the  turret 
would  be  started  on  its  revolving  journey  in  search  of  the  target,  and  when 
found  it  was  taken  "  on  the  fly,"  because  the  turret  could  not  be  accurately 
controlled.  Once  the  Merrimac  tried  to  ram  iis;  but  Worden  avoided  the 
direct  impact  by  the  skillful  use  of  the  helm,  and  she  struck  a  glancing  blow, 
which  did  no  damage.  At  the  instant  of  collision  I  planted  a  solid  180- 
pouud  shot  fair  and  sciuare  upon  the  forward  part  of  her  casemate.  Had  the 
gun  been  loaded  with  thirty  pounds  of  powder,  which  was  the  charge  sub- 
sequently used  with  similar  guns,  it  is  probable  that  this  shot  would  have 
penetrated  her  armor;  but  the  charge  being  limited  to  fifteen  pounds,  in 
accordance  with  peremptory  orders  to  that  efl'ect  from  the  Navy  Department, 
the  shot  rebounded  without  doing  any  more  damage  than  possiljly  to  start 
some  of  the  beams  of  her  armor-backing. 

It  is  stated  by  Colonel  Wood,  of  the  Merr'iDtac,  that  when  that  vessel 
rammed  the  Cumberland  her  ram,  or  beak,  was  broken  off  and  left  in  that 
vessel.  In  a  letter  to  me,  about  two  years  since,  he  described  this  ram  as  "of 
castiron,  wedge-shaped,  about  1500  pounds  in  weight,  2  feet  under  water, 
and  projecting  2J  feet  from  the  stem."  A  ram  of  this  description,  had  it  been 
intact,  would  have  struck  the  Ilnnitoy  at  that  part  of  the  upper  hull  where 
the  armor  and  backing  were  thickest.  It  is  very  doubtful  if,  under  any  head- 
way that  the  Merrhnac  could  have  acquired  at  such  short  range,  this  ram 
could  have  done  any  injury  to  this  part  of  the  vessel.  That  it  could  by  no 
possibility  have  reached  the  thin  lower  hiiU  is  evident  from  a  glance  at  the 
drawing  of  the  Monitor.,  the  overhang  or  upper  hull  being  constructed  for  the 
express  purpose  of  i^rotecting  the  vital  part  of  the  vessel. 

The  battle  continued  at  close  quarters  without  apparent  damage  to  either 
side.  After  a  time,  the  supply  of  shot  in  the  turret  being  exhausted,  Worden 
hauled  off  for  about  fifteen  minutes  to  replenish.  The  serving  of  the  car- 
tridges, weighing  but  fifteen  pounds,  was  a  matter  of  no  difficulty ;  but  the 
hoisting  of  the  heavy  shot  was  a  slow  and  tedious  operation,  it  being  neces- 
sary that  the  tm'ret  should  remain  stationary,  in  ordei-  that  the  two  scuttles, 
one  in  the  deck  and  the  other  in  the  floor  of  the  turret,  should  Ije  in  line. 
Worden  took  advantage  of  the  lull,  and  passed  through  the  port-hole  upon 
the  deck  outside  to  get  a  better  view  of  the  situation.  He  soon  renewed  the 
attack,  and  the  contest  continued  as  before. 

Two  important  points  were  constantly  kept  in  mind :  first,  to  prevent  the 
enemy's  projectiles  from  entering  the  turret  through  the  port-holes, —  for  the 
explosion  of  a  shell  inside,  by  disabling  the  men  at  the  guns,  would  have 
ended  the  fight,  as  there  was  no  relief  gun's  crew  on  board ;  second,  not  to 
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fire  into  our  own  pilot-house.  A  careless  or  impatieut  hand,  diu'iug  the  con- 
fusion arising  from  the  whirligig  motion  of  the  tower,  might  let  slip  one  of 
oiu'  l)ig  shot  against  the  pilot-house.  For  this  and  other  reasons  I  fired  every 
giiu  while  I  remained  in  the  turret. 

Soon  after  noon  a  shell  from  the  enemy's  gun,  the  muzzle  not  ten  yards 
distant,  struck  the  forward  side  of  the  pilot-house  directly  in  the  sight-hole, 
or  slit,  and  exploded,  cracking  the  second  iron  log  and  partly  lifting  the  top, 
lea\'lug  an  opening.  Worden  was  standing  immediately  behind  this  spot, 
and  received  in  his  face  the  force  of  the  blow,  which  partly  stunned  him,  and, 
filling  his  eyes  with  powder,  utterly  blinded  him.     The  injury  was  known  ouly 


■j!!f  The  ])riilo  of  Wonleii  in  liis  erow  was  warmly 
I'l'c'iproi'atiHl  by  his  men,  and  found  expression  in 
tlio  foHowins;  letter,  written  to  liini  while  he  was 
lyinR  in  Washington  disabled  by  his  wound.  We 
take  it  from  Professor  Soley's  volume.  "The 
Hloekade  and  the  Cruisers"  (Charles  Seribner's 
Sons).— Editors  : 

Hampton  Kovns,   April    211I1,   lSfi2.    I'.  S.  Monitok. 

To    OIH     III:  Ml     ANM     IIONOKKII     CAPTAIN.      DEVK    .«IR  : 

■I'liiKc  I'lw  lini's  is  fioiii  yiiiiri>\vn  crew  of  the  .IfniiiVnr, 
Willi  Hicii-  liiiiilosi  I.i.vi'  111  ,\i.ii  tlirir  Ilonoivil  raptaui. 
liopiiiK  lo  (iciil  llial  tliey  wiil  liavi'  Uii-  (ilrasure  of  wel- 
iMiniiii'.'  von  liai'U  In  us  au'alii  senu,  for  we  iiiv  all  ready 
al>li'  mill  williii!.'  Ill  im-i't  Diiilli  or  auytliiiiB  I'lse.  only 
ttive  us  liaeli  our  CMptaiii  aiiain.  Pear  Captain,  wo  liavo 
Kilt  yiiiir  I'iliit  lioiisr  tlNoil  and  all  ready  for  you  wlieii 
you  K'el  well  av'aiii:  anil  we  all  siuoen-ly  iiopo  that 
Koiin  wr  will  have  the  pleamue  of  weleoinhiK  .vou  liaek 
toil-    •     .    ■    \Vr  are  wattlnit  very  puliontl)"  to  cngajto 


onr  Autasonist  if  we  could  only  pet  a  clianco  to  do  so. 
The  last  tinje  .she  cann'  out  we  all  thought  wo  wouM 
have  the  Pleasure  of  sinking  her.  But  wo  all  got  dis- 
appointed, for  we  (lid  not  tire  one  shot,  and  the  Norfolk 
papers  sa.vs  we  are  cowards  in  the  Jfonifor — .indall 
we  want  is  a  chance  to  show  them  where  it  itos  with 
you  for  our  Captain  We  can  teach  thcra  who  is  cow- 
ards. But  there  is  a  great  deal  that  we  wouhl  like  to 
write  to  you  lint  we  thiuk  you  will  soon  !«•  with  us 
again  yourself.  But  we  all  .ioin  in  with  our  kindest 
love  to  you.  hoping  that  GimI  will  n'stort-  yon  to  ns 
again  and  hoping  that  .vour  sulTerings  is  at  an  end 
now.  and  we  are  all  so  glad  to  hoar  that  .vour  oyosichi 
will  lie  spairod  to  yon  again.  We  would  wish  to  write 
more  to  you  if  we  have  your  kind  Permission  to  do  so 
luit  at  present  wo  all  coueludo  liy  tendering  to  yoii  our 
kindest  I.0VO  and  atrection.  to  our  IVar  and  Honored 
Captain.  Wo  n>main  uutill  Death  your  Affoctionato 
Crow. 

The  MoxrroR  Bots. 
7V>  Captain  Knnirn. 
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to  those  in  the  pilot-house  and  its  immediate  vicinity.  The  flood  of  light 
rushing  through  the  top  of  the  pUot-house,  now  partly  open,  caused  Worden, 
bhnd  as  he  was,  to  believe  that  the  pilot-house  was  seriously  injui-ed,  if  not 
destroyed ;  he  therefore  gave  orders  to  put  the  helm  to  starboard  and  "  sheer 
off."  Thus  the  Monitor  retired  temporarily  from  the  action,  in  order  to  ascer- 
tain the  extent  of  the  injuries  slie  had  received.  At  the  same  time  Worden 
sent  for  me,  and  leaving  Stimers  the  only  officer  in  the  turret,  I  went  forward 
at  once,  and  found  him  standing  at  the  foot  of  the  ladder  leading  to  the  pilot- 
house. 

He  was  a  ghastly  sight,  with  his  eyes  closed  and  the  blood  apparently  rush- 
ing from  every  pore  in  the  upper  part  of  his  face.  He  told  me  that  he  was 
seriously  wounded,  and  dii'ected  me  to  take  command.  I  assisted  in  leading 
him  to  a  sofa  in  his  cabin,  where  he  was  tenderly  cared  for  by  Doctor  Logue, 
and  then  I  assumed  command.  Blind  and  suffering  as  he  was,  Worden's  for- 
titude never  forsook  him ;  he  frequently  asked  from  his  bed  of  pain  of  the 
progress  of  affairs,  and  when  told  that  the  Minnesota  was  saved,  he  said, 
"  Then  I  can  die  happy." 

When  T  reached  my  station  in  the  pilot-house,  I  found  that  the  u'on  log 
was  fractured  and  the  top  partly  open  ;  but  the  steering  gear  was  still  intact, 
and  the  pilot-house  was  not  totally  destroyed,  as  had  been  feared.  In  the 
confusion  of  the  moment  resulting  from  so  serious  an  injmy  to  the  command- 
ing officer,  the  Monitor  had  been  moving  without  direction.  Exactly  how 
much  time  elapsed  from  the  moment  that  Worden  was  wounded  until  I  had 
reached  the  pilot-house  and  completed  the  examination  of  the  injury  at  that 
point,  and  determined  what  coiu'se  to  pursue  in  the  damaged  condition  of  the 
vessel,  it  is  impossible  to  state ;  but  it  could  hardly  have  exceeded  twenty 
minutes  at  the  utmost.  During  this  time  the  Merriniac,  which  was  leaking 
badly,  had  started  in  the  direction  of  the  Elizabeth  River;  and,  on  taking 
my  station  in  the  pilot-house  and  turning  the  vessel's  head  in  the  direction 
of  the  Merriniai;  I  saw  that  she  was  already  in  retreat.  A  few  shots  were 
fired  at  the  retiring  vessel,  and  she  continued  on  to  Norfolk.  I  returned  with 
the  Monitor  to  the  side  of  the  Minnesota,  where  preparations  were  being  made 
to  abandon  the  ship,  which  was  still  aground.  Shortly  afterward  Worden 
was  transferred  to  a  tug,  and  that  night  he  was  carried  to  Washington. 

The  fight  was  over.  We  of  the  Monitor  thought,  and  still  think,  that  we 
had  gained  a  great  victory.  This  the  Confederates  have  denied.  But  it  has 
never  been  denied  that  the  object  of  the  Merrimac  on  the  9th  of  March  was 
to  complete  the  destruction  of  the  Union  fleet  in  Hampton  Roads,  and  that 
she  was  completely  foiled  and  driven  off  by  the  Monitor;  nor  has  it  been 
denied  that  at  the  close  of  the  engagement  the  Merrimac  retreated  to  Nor- 
folk, leaving  the  Monitor  in  possession  of  the  field.  J 

)  "  My  men  and  myself  were  perfectly  black  down.  .  .  .  My  nerves  and  muscles  twitched 
with  smoke  and  powder.  All  my  nnderelothes  as  though  electric  shocks  were  continually  pass- 
were  perfectly  black,  and  my  person  was  in  the  ing  through  them.  ...  I  lay  down  and  tried 
same  condition.  ...  I  had  been  up  so  long,  to  sleep  —  I  might  as  well  have  tried  to  fly." 
and  been  under  such  a  state  of  excitement.  From  a  private  letter  of  Lieutenant  Greene,  writ- 
that    my   nervous    system    was    completely    run  ten  just  after  the  fight. —  Editoks. 
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Ill  this  engagement  Captain  Wm-don  displayeil  the  highest  qualities  as  an 
officer  and  man.  He  was  in  his  prime  (forty-four  years  old),  and  carried  with 
liiin  the  ripe  experience  of  twenty-eight  years  iu  the  naval  service.  He  joined 
the  ship  a  sick  man,  having  but  recently  left  a  prison  in  the  South.  He  was 
nominated  for  the  command  by  the  late  Admiral  Joseph  Smitli,  and  the  result 
proved  the  wisdom  of  the  choice.     Having  accejited  his  orders  against  the 

protests  of  his  physicians  and  the  entreat- 
ies of  his  family,  nothing  would  deter  him 
from  the  enterprise.  He  arrived  on  the  bat- 
tle-gi'ound  amidst  the  disaster  and  gloom, 
almost  despair,  of  the  Union  people,  who 
had  little  faith  that  he  could  beat  back  the 
powerful  Jferriiiiar,  after  her  experience 
with  the  Ci(i)iherlnii(I  and  Coi/ffrcsis.  Without 
encom-agemeut,  single-handed,  and  with- 
out siaecific  orders  from  any  som'ce,  he  rose 
above  the  atmosphere  of  doubt  and  de- 
jiression  which  surrounded  him,  and  ^vith 
unfiinehiug  nerve  and  undaunted  courage 
he  hurled  his  little  unti'ied  vessel  against 
his  huge,  well-proved  antagonist,  and  won 
the  liattle.  He  was  victor  in  the  fii-st  iron- 
clad battle  of  the  world's  history. 

The  subseqiient   career  of    the   Jlonitor 
needs  but  a  few  words. 
On  the  day  after  the  fight  I  received  the  following  letter  from  Mr.  Fox, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy : 

"  U.  S.  Steajier  liodiiiikr.  Old  Point,  March  lOtb,  1S62. 
"  SIy  Dear  Mr.  Greene  :  Under  the  extraordinary  cirtuiustauces  of  the  conte^t  of  yester- 
day, and  the  responsibiUties  dovolvmg  upon  me,  and  yonr  extreme  youth.  5j  I  have  suggested 
to  Captain  JMarston  to  send  on  board  the  Jlouitor,  as  temporary  commandiug.  Lieutenant  Sel- 
f ridge,  until  the  an-ival  of  Commodore  Goldsborough,  wldeh  will  be  iu  a  few  days.  I  appre- 
ciate your  position,  and  you  must  appreciate  mine,  and  serve  ^^•ith  the  sjime  zeal  and  tidelity. 
With  the  kindest  wishes  for  you  all,  most  truly,  G.  V.  Fox." 

For  the  next  two  months  we  lay  at  Ilaiiiptou  Koads.  Twice  the  Merrimar 
came  out  of  the  Eli/>al>etli  Hiver,  l>ut  did  not  attack.  We,  ou  our  side,  had 
received  positive  (Aiders  not  to  attack  in  the  comparatively  shoal  watei-s 
above  Hampton  l\oa<ls,  where  the  Union  fleet  could  not  manoeu\Te.  The 
McnniKtc  protected  the  James  KiviM',  and  the  Mmtitor  ])rotected  the  Chesa- 
peake. NeitlKM-  sidt^  had  an  iron-clad  in  reserve,  and  neither  wished  to 
Itriiig  oil  nil  I'ligagemeiit  which  might  disable  its  only  armored  vessel  in 
those  waters. 

With  the  cvacuatioii  of  Norfolk  and  llie  destruction  of  the  MrrriiiKK,  the 
Miii/ihir  moved  up  tiie  James  Hiver  with  the  squadron   under  the  command 
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Z>  1   was  twiMily-lwii  yr.irs  of    ai:i'.   .■iml  vrovioiis  lo  jiiiniiisr  the    MoHilnr  \u\d 
years  of  active  service,  witli  tlie  i-aiik  of  iiiiilshipman.— S.  P.  (J. 
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of  Commander  John  Rodgevs,  in  connection  with  McClellau's  advance  upon 
Richmond  by  the  Peninsula.  We  were  engaged  for  four  hours  at  Fort  Dai- 
hng,  but  were  unable  to  silence  the  guns  or  destroy  the  earth-works. 

Probably  no  ship  was  ever  devised  which  was  so  uncomfortable  for  her 
crew,  and  certainly  no  sailor  ever  led  a  more  disagreeable  life  than  we  did 
on  the  James  Elver,  suffocated  with  heat  and  bad  au"  if  we  remained  below, 
and  a  target  for  shai'p-shooters  if  we  came  on  deck. 

With  the  withdrawal  of  McClellan's  army,  we  returned  to  Hampton  Roads, 
and  in  the  autmnu  were  ordered  to  Washington,  where  the  vessel  was 
repaired.  We  returned  to  Hampton  Roads  in  November,  and  sailed  thence 
(December  29th)  in  tow  of  the  steamer  Rhode  Island,  bound  for  Beaufort, 
N.  C.  Between  11  p.  m.  and  midnight  on  the  following  night  the  Monitor  went 
down  in  a  gale,  a  few  miles  south  of  Cape  Hatteras.  Four  officers  and  twelve 
men  were  drowned,  forty-nine  people  being  saved  by  the  boats  of  the 
steamer.  It  was  impossible  to  keep  the  vessel  free  of  water,  and  we  presumed 
that  the  upper  and  lower  hulls  thumped  themselves  apart. 

No  ship  in  the  world's  history  has  a  more  imperishaltle  place  in  naval 
annals  than  the  Monitor.  Not  only  by  her  providential  arrival  at  the  right 
moment  did  she  secure  the  safety  of  Hampton  Roads  and  all  that  depended 
on  it,  but  the  idea  which  she  embodied  revolutionized  the  system  of  naval 
warfare  which  had  existed  from  the  earliest  recorded  history.  The  name  of 
the  Monitor  became  generic,  representing  a  new  type;  and,  crude  and  defec- 
tive as  was  her  construction  in  some  of  its  details,  she  yet  contained  the 
idea  of  the  turret,  which  is  to-day  the  central  idea  of  the  most  powerful 
aiTuored  vessels.  | 

I  Ou  account  of  the  death  of  the  writer  of  this  oflicers  and  officers  of  the  mercautile  marine  as  to  the 

paper,  which  oecui-red  December  11th,  IS 84,  soon  great  probabiUty  of  her  sinkins  at  sea,  vohmteered  to 

f,       -i  ,■         .<  c     J- 1        4-       „   ■„„  go  iu  her,  and,  at  my  reciuest,  was  ordered.    From  the 

after  its  preparation,  the  proofs  did  not  receive  =  .      ..  .       ,      ,    ■'       ,.   , ,  .       ,e  ■*<-•     i        ^ 

>^     <-  '  f         ■^  [late  of  Ins  orders  he  apphed  himself  nuremittmgly  and 

the  benefit  of  his  revision.     The   article  appears  iutelUgently  to  the  study  of  her  peculiar  ciuaUties  and  to 

substantially  in    the  form   in  which  it  was  wi'it-  ber  fitting  and  equipment.    .    .    .    Lieutenant  Greene, 

ten,  without  changes   other  than  verbal  ones  and  after  taking  his  place  in  the  pUot-houee  and  finding  the 

a  slight  rearrangement  of  paragi-aphs.  '"-"^"f  *^«^''^  '^f  f«"r'  *'"'°   I  J^ad  supposed  had 

°  i-       =     1  tui'ned  the  vessel's  head  again  in  the  direction  of  the 


Of  the  services  of  Mr.  Greene  in  connection  with 


enemy  to  continue  the  engagement ;  but  before  he  could 


the  Monitor,  Captain  Worden  made  the  following  fret  at  close  quarters  with  ber  she  retired.    He  therefore 

ofiieial  record  in  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  very  properly  returned  to  the  Minnesota  and  lay  by  her 

I^avy  ;  until  8he  floated.    .    .    .    Lieutenant  Greene,  the  execu- 
tive officer,  had  charge  in  the  turret,  and  handled  the 

"  I  was  ordered  to  her  (the  Monitor)  on  the  13th  of  Jan-  guns   with    great    courage,    coolness,    and    sMIl ;    and 

uary,  1862,  when  she  was  still  on  stocks.    Prior  to  that  throughout  the  engagement,  as  in  the  equipment  of  the 

date  Lieutenant  S.  D.  Greene  had  interested  himself  in  vessel  and  on  her  passage  to  Hampton  Koads,  he  ex- 

her  and  thoroughly  examined   her  construction    and  hibited  an  earnest  devotion  to  duty  unsurpassed  in  my 

design  and  informed  himself  as  to  her  qu.ilities,  and,  experience." 
notwithstanding  the  many  gloomy  prediotion.s  of  naval  EDITORS. 
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BY    (APTAIX    JOHN    ERICSSON,    INVKNTOK    OK  THK   "MONITOR.' 


THE  introduction  of  Greneral  Paixhans's  brill- 
iant invention,   the  shell-gun,   in   1824,   fol- 
lowed, in  1858,  by  the  successful  application  of 
armor-plating  to  the  steam-frigate   La   Gloire, 
under  Napoleon  III.,  compelled  an  immediate 
change   in  naval  construction  which   stailled 
the  maritime  eoiintries  of  Em-ope,  especially 
England,   whose  boasted   security   behind  her 
"  wooden  walls "  was  shown  to  be  a  complete 
delusion.     The  English  naval  architects,  how- 
evei',  did  not  overlook  the  fact  that  their  French 
rivals,  while  producing  a  gun  which  rendered 
wooden  navies  almost  useless,  had  also  by  their 
armor-plating  provided  an  efficient  protection 
^^^.^^^  ^^^  destructive  Paixhans  shell. 
Accordingly,    the   Admiralty   without  loss  of   time   laid  the   keel  of  the 
Warrior,  an  armored  iron  steam-frigate  380  feet  long,  58  feet  l>eam,  '26  feet 
tb'aught,  and  9200  tons  disjjlacement.     The  work  lieing  pushed  with  extraoi-- 
dinary  vigo}',  this  iron-elad  ship  was  speedily  launched  and  e<iuipped,  the 
admu'ation  of  the  naval  world. 

Shortly  after  the  adoption  of  armor-plating  as  an  essential  feature  in  the 
construction  of  vessels  of  war,  the  Soiitheru  States  seceded  from  the  Union, 
some  of  the  most  efficient  of  the  United  States  naval  officers  resigning  their 
commissions.  Their  loss  was  severely  felt  by  the  Navy  Depai-tment  at  Wash- 
ington ;  nor  was  it  long  before  the  presence  of  gi-eat  professional  skill  among 
the  officers  of  the  naval  administration  of  the  Confederate  States  became 
manifest.  Indeed,  the  utility  of  the  armor-plating  adopted  by  France  and 
England  proved  to  be  better  understood  at  Richmond  than  at  Washington. 
While  tlu^  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Mr.  Welles,  and  his  advisers  were  discuss- 
ing the  question  of  armor,  news  reached  Washington  that  the  jiartly  Imrnt 
and  scuttled  steam-frigate  Mcrriniac,  at  the  Norfolk  Navy  Yard,  had  been 
raised  and  cut  down  to  her  berth-deck,  and  that  a  very  substantial  structure 
of  timber,  resembling  a  citadel  with  inclined  sides,  wa,s  being  erected  on  that 
deck. 

The  Navy  Department  at  Washington  early  in  August  advertised  for  plans 
and  offers  for  iron-clad  steam-batteries  to  be  built  within  a  stijnilated  time. 
My  attention  haWng  been  thi;s  called  to  a  subject  which  I  liad  thoroughly 
considered  during  a  series  of  years,  I  was  fully  pn^pared  to  present  plans  of 
an  impregnable  steam-battery  of  light  draught,  suitable  to  lunigate  the  shal- 
low rivers  and  harbors  of  tlie  ConfediM'ate  States.  Availing  myself  of  the 
services  of  a  friend  who  chaiu'i'd  to  be  in  Wasliingfon  at  the  time,  proposals 
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were  at  once  submitted  to  a  board  of  naval  officers  appointed  by  the  Presi- 
dent ;  and  the  plans  presented  by  my  friend  being  rejected  by  the  board,  I 
immediately  set  out  for  Washington  and  laid  the  matter  personally  before 
its  members,  all  of  whom  proved  to  be  well-informed  and  experienced  naval 
experts.  Contrary  to  anticipation,  the  board  permitted  me  to  present  a  theo- 
retical demonstration  concerning  the  stability  of  the  new  structure,  doubt  of 
which  was  the  principal  consideration  which  had  caused  the  rejection  of  the 
plan  presented.  In  less  than  an  hour  I  succeeded  in  demonstrating  to  the 
entu'e  satisfaction  of  the  board  appointed  by  Pi-esideut  Lincoln  that  the 
design  was  thoroughly  practical,  and  based  on  sound  theory.  The  Secretary 
of  the  Navy  accordingly  accepted  my  proposal  to  build  an  iron-clad  steam- 
battery,  and  instructed  me  verbally  to  commence  the  construction  forthwith. 
Returning  immediately  to  New  York,  I  divided  the  work  among  three 
leading  mechanical  establishments,  furnishing  each  with  detailed  drawings  of 
every  part  of  the  structure ;  the  understanding  being  that  the  most  skillful 
men  and  the  best  tools  should  be  employed ;  also  that  work  should  be  con- 
tinued during  night-time  when  practical;)le.  The  construction  of  nearly  every 
part  of  the  battery  accordingly  commenced  simultaneously,  all  hands  work- 
ing with  the  utmost  diligence,  apparently  confident  that  their  exertions  would 
result  in  something  of  great  benefit  to  the  national  cause.  Fortunately  no 
trouble  or  delay  was  met  at  any  point ;  all  progressed  satisfactorily ;  every 
part  sent  on  board  from  the  workshops  fitted  exactly  the  place  for  which 
it  was  intended.  As  a  consequence  of  these  favorable  circumstances,  the 
battery,  with  steam-machinery  complete,  was  launched  in  one  hundred  days 
from  the  laying  of  the  keel-plate.  It  should  be  mentioned  that  at  the  mo- 
ment of  starting  on  the  inclined  ways  toward  its  destined  element,  the 
novel  fighting-machine  was  named  Monitor.  J 

Before  entering  on  a  description  of  this  Jjf/Jifii/(/-iiiachme  I  propose  to 
answer  the  question  frequently  asked :  What  circumstances  dictated  its  size 
and  peculiar  construction  ? 

1.  The  work  on  the  Merrimac  had  progressed  so  far  that  no  structure  of 
large  dimensions  could  possibly  be  completed  in  time  to  meet  her. 

2.  The  well-matured  plan  of  erecting  a  citadel  of  considerable  dimensions  on 
the  ample  deck  of  the  razeed  Merrimac  admitted  of  a  battery  of  heavy  ord- 
nance so  formidable  that  no  vessel  of  the  ordinary  type,  of  small  dimensions, 
could  withstand  its  fire. 

3.  The  battery  designed  by  the  naval  authorities  of  the  Confederate  States, 
in  addition  to  the  advantage  of  ample  room  and  numerous  guns,  presented  a 

^  The  origin  of  the  name  Monitor  is  given  in  the  "Tlie  iron-clad  intruder  will  tlius  prove  a  severe  moni- 

foUowing   letter   to    Gustavus  V.   Fox,   Assistant  ^or  to  those  leaders.    But  tliere  are  other  leaders  who 

Q         +           f  fli     "NT  '^              ^®  Startled  and  admonished  by  tlie  hoomiuft  of 

secretary  ot  tne  in avy :  ^j,g  ^^^^  j^^,^  ^j^^  Impregnable  iron  turret.     •  Downing 

"New-Yokk,  January  20th,  1862.    Sir:  In  accordance  Street'  wHl    hardly  view  with   indifference   this  last 

with  your  request,  I  now  submit  for  your  approbation  'Yankee  notion,'  this  monitor.     To  the  Lords  of  the 

a  name  for  the  floating  battery   at  Green  Point.    The  Admiralty  the  new  craft  will  be  a  monitor  suggesting 

impregnable  and  aggressive  character  ot  this  structure  doubts  as  to  the  propriety  of  completing  those  foiu- 

will  admonish  the  leaders  of  the  Southern  Eehellion  steel-clad  ships  at  three-and-a-half  millions  apiece.    On 

that  the  batteries  on  the  banks  of  their  rivers  will  no  these  and  many  similar   grounds  I  propose  to  name 

longer  present  barriers  to  the  entrance  of  the  Union  the  new  battery  Monitor.    Your  obedient  servant,  J. 

forces.  Ekicsson."                                                    Editoks. 
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formidable  front  to  an  opponent's  fire  by  being  inclined  to  such  a  degree  that 
shot  would  be  readily  deflected.  Again,  the  inclined  sides,  composed  of  heavy 
timbers  well  Ijraced,  were  covered  with  two  thicknesses  of  bar  iron,  ingen- 
iously comVjined,  well  calculated  to  resist  the  spherical  shot  peculiar  to  the 
Dahlgren  and  Rodman  system  of  naval  ordnance  adopted  by  the  United 
States  navy. 

4.  The  shallow  waters  on  the  coast  of  the  Southern  States  called  for  very 
light  draught ;  hence  the  upper  circumference  of  the  propeller  of  the  battery 
would  be  exposed  to  the  enemy's  fire  unless  thoroughly  protected  against 
shot  of  hea\^  calliper.  A  difficulty  was  thus  jiresented  which  apparently 
could  not  be  met  by  any  device  which  would  not  seriously  impair  the  eflB- 
ciency  of  the  propeller. 

5.  The  limited  width  of  the  na\'igable  parts  of  the  Southern  rivers  and 
inlets  i^resented  an  obstacle  rendering  manoeuvring  impossible ;  hence  it 
would  not  be  practicable  at  all  times  to  turn  the  battery  so  as  to  present  a 
broadside  to  the  points  to  be  attacked. 

6.  The  accurate  knowledge  possessed  by  the  adversary  of  the  distance 
between  the  forts  on  the  river-banks  within  range  of  his  guns,  would  enable 
him  to  point  the  latter  with  such  aecm-acy  that  imless  every  part  of  the  sides 
of  the  battery  coidd  be  made  absolutely  shot-proof,  destruction  woidd  be 
certain.  It  may  be  observed  that  the  acciarate  knowledge  of  range  was  an 
advantage  in  favor  of  the  Southern  forts  which  placed  the  attacking  steam- 
batteries  at  great  disadvantage. 

7.  The  difficulty  of  mainpulating  the  anchor  within  I'auge  of  powerful  fixed 
batteries  presented  difficulties  which  called  for  better  protection  to  the  crew 
of  the  batteries  than  any  previously  known. 

Several  minor  points  familiar  to  the  naval  artillerist  and  naval  architect 
presented  considerations  which  could  not  be  neglected  by  the  constructor  of 
the  new  battery ;  but  these  must  be  omitted  in  our  brief  statement,  while  the 
foregoing,  being  of  vital  importance,  have  demanded  special  notice. 

The  plans  on  pages  73l2-o  represent  a  longitudinal  section  through  the  cen- 
ter line  of  the  battery,  which,  for  want  of  space  on  the  page,  has  been  divided 
into  three  sections,  viz.,  the  aft,  central,  and  forward  sections,  which  for  ready 
reference  will  be  called  aft,  cent  ml,  and  fonranL 

Referring  particularly  to  the  upper  and  lower  sections,  it  vnll  be  seen  that  tlie 
hull  consists  of  an  upper  and  lower  body  joined  together  in  the  horizontal 
plane  not  far  below  the  water-line.  The  length  of  the  upper  part  of  the  hull 
is  172  feet,  l)eam  41  foct ;  tlie  li'ngtli  of  tlio  \o\yov  hull  being  I'J'J  feet,  beam 
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34  feet.  The  depth  from  the  underside  of  deck  to  the  keel-plate  is  11  feet 
2  inches,  draught  of  water  at  load-line  10  feet. 

Let  us  now  examine  separately  the  three  sectional  representations. 

Forivard  Section.  The  anchor-well,  a  cylindrical  perforation  of  the  over- 
hanging deck,  near  the  bow,  first  claims  our  attention.  The  object  of  this 
well  being  to  protect  the  anchor  when  raised,  it  is  lined  with  jolate  u'on 
backed  by  heavy  timbers,  besides  being  protected  by  the  armor-plating  bolted 
to  the  outside  of  the  overhang.  It  should  be  noticed  that  this  method  proved 
so  efficient  that  in  no  instance  did  the  anchor-gear  receive  any  injury  during 
the  several  engagements  with  the  Confederate  batteries,  although  nearly  aU  of 
the  monitors  of  the  Passaic  class  were  subjected  to  rapid  fire  at  short  range 
in  upward  of  twenty  actions.  It  wiU  be  remembered  that  the  unprotected 
anchor  of  the  Mcrninac  was  shot  away  duiing  the  short  battle  with  the  Cou- 
firess  and  the  Cumherland.  Having  described  the  method  of  protecting  the 
anchors,  the  mechanism  adopted  for  manipulating  the  same  remains  to  be 
explained.  Eef  erring  to  the  illustration,  it  will  be  seen  that  a  windlass  is 
secured  under  the  deck-beams  near  the  anchor-well.  The  men  working  the 
handles  of  this  mechanism  were  stationed  in  the  hold  of  the  vessel,  and 
hence  were  most  effectually  protected  against  the  enemy's  shot,  besides  being 
completely  out  of  sight.  The  Confederate  artillerists  were  at  first  much  sur- 
prised at  witnessing  the  novel  spectacle  of  vessels  approaching  their  batteries, 
then  stopping  and  remaining  stationary  for  an  indefinite  time  while  firing, 
and  then  again  departing,  apparently  without  any  -intervention  of  anchor- 
gear.  Our  examination  of  this  gear  and  the  anchor-well  affords  a  favorable 
opportunity  of  explaining  the  cause  of  Lieutenant  Greene's  alarm,  mentioned 
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ill  a  statement  recently  published  by  a  military  journal,  concerning  a  mysteri- 
ous sound  emanating  from  the  said  well  during  the  passage  of  the  Monitor 
from  New  York  to  Fort  Monroe.  Lieutenant  Greene  says  that  the  sound 
from  the  anchor-well  "  resembled  the  death-gi'oaus  of  twenty  men,  and  was 
the  most  dismal,  awful  sound  [  he  ]  ever  heard."  Let  us  endeavor  to  trace  to 
some  physical  cause  this  portentous  sound.  The  reader  will  find,  on  close 
examination,  that  the  chain  cable  which  suspends  the  anchor  passes  through 
an  aperture  ( "  hawse-pipe" )  on  the  after  side  of  the  well,  and  that  this  pipe  Is 
very  near  the  water-line ;  hence  the  slightest  veilical  dej^ression  of  the  bow 
will  occasion  a  flow  of  water  into  the  vessel.  Ob^■iously,  any  downward 
motion  of  the  overhang  will  cause  the  aii-  confined  in  the  upper  part  of  the 
well,  when  covered,  to  be  Ijlown  through  the  hawse-pipe  along  with  the  ad- 
mitted water,  thereby  producing  a  very  discordant  sound,  repeated  at  eveiy 
rise  and  fall  of  the  bow  dm-ing  pitching.  Lieutenant  Greene  also  states  that, 
apart  from  the  reported  sound,  the  vessel  was  flooded  by  the  water  which 
entered  through  the  hawse-pipe  ;  a  statement  suggesting  that  this  flooding  was 
the  result  of  faulty  construction,  whereas  it  resulted  from  gi-oss  oversight  on 
the  part  of  the  executive  ofl&cer, —  namely,  in  going  to  sea  without  stopping 
the  opening  round  the  chain-cable  at  the  point  where  it  passes  through  the  side 
of  the  anchor- well. 

The  pilot-house  is  the  next  important  object  represented  in  the  forward 
section  of  the  illustration  now  under  consideration.  This  structm"e  is  situated 
10  feet  from  the  anchor-well,  its  internal  dimensions  being  3  feet  6  inches 
long,  2  feet  8  inches  wide,  3  feet  10  inches  high  above  the  plating  of  the  deck ; 
the  sides  consisting  of  solid  blocks  of  wrought  ii"on,  12  inches  deep  and  9 
inches  thick,  firmly  held  down  at  the  corner  liy  3-inch  l)olts  passing  through 
the  iron-plated  deck  and  deck-beams.  The  wheel,  which  by  means  of  ordi- 
nary tOler-ropes  operates  the  rudder,  is  placed  within  the  pilot-house,  its  axle 
being  supported  by  a  bracket  secui'ed  to  the  ii-on  blocks  as  shown  by  the  illus- 
tration. An  ordinary  ladder  resting  on  the  bottom  of  the  vessel  leads  to  the 
grated  floor  of  the  pilot-house.  In  order  to  afford  the  commanding  officer  and 
the  pilot  a  clear  view  of  objects  Ijefore  and  on  the  sides  of  the  vessel,  the 
first  and  second  iron  blocks  from  the  top  are  kept  a^nirt  by  packing  pieces  at 
the  corners ;  long  and  narrow  sight-holes  being  thereby  formed  extending 
round  the  pilot-house,  and  giving  a  clear  view  which  sweeps  round  the  entire 
horizon,  all  but  that  part  which  is  hidilen  by  the  turret,  hardly  twelve  degrees 
on  each  side  of  the  line  of  hoe\.  Regarding  the  adequacy  of  the  elongated 
sight-hole  formed  between  the  iron  blocks  in  the  manner  described,  it  should 
be  borne  in  mind  that  an  opening  of  five-eighths  of  an  inch  affords  a  vi-rtical 
view  80  feet  high  at  a  distance  of  only  200  yards.  More  is  not  needed,  a  fact 
established  during  trials  instituted  by  experts  before  the  constructor  deliveivtl 
the  vessel  to  the  Government.  Unfortunately  the  sight-holes  were  subse- 
quently altered,  the  iron  blocks  being  raised  and  the  opening  between  them 
inci'cased  to  siicli  an  extent  that  at  sea,  to  quott^  Lieut(Miant  Greene's  report, 
the  water  entered  "with  such  force  as  to  knock  the  helmsman  completely 
round  from  tlie  wheel."  It  mav  be  shown  tliat  Imt  for  the  iniudicious  increase 
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a,  captain's  cabin ;  6,  his  state-room ;  c.  state-rooms  of  tlie  officers :  w,  ward- 
room ;  tl,  quarters  of  the  crew,  witli  store-rooms  on  tlie  sides. 


of  the  siglit-holes,  the  commander  of  the  Motiitor  would  not  have  been  tem- 
porarily bUnded  during  the  conflict  at  Hampton  Roads,  although  he  placed 
his  vessel  in  such  an  extraordinary  position  that,  according  to  Lieutenant 
Greene's  report,  "  a  shell  from  the  enemy's  gun,  the  muzzle  not  ten  yards  dis- 
tant [from  the  side  of  the  llonitor],  struck  the  forward  side  of  the  pilot- 
house." The  size  of  the  sight-hole,  after  the  injudicious  increase,  may  be 
inferred  from  the  reported  fact  that  the  blast  caused  by  the  explosion  of 
the  Confederate  shell  on 
striking  the  outside  of 
the  pilot-house  had  the 
power  of  "  partly  lifting 
the  top."  This  "  top,"  it 
should  be  observed,  con- 
sisted of  an  iron  plate 
two  inches  thick,  let 
down  into  an  appro- 
priate groove,  but  not 
bolted  down — a  cu'cum- 
stance  which  caUed  forth 
Lieutenant  Greene's  dis- 
approbation. The  ob- 
ject of  the  constructor 
in  leaving  the  top  plate  of  the  pilot-house  loose,  so  as  to  be  readily  pushed 
up  from  below,  was  that  of  affording  egress  to  the  crew  in  ease  of  acci- 
dent. Had  the  monitor  Tecumseli,  commanded  by  Captain  T.  A.  M.  Craven, 
when  struck  by  a  torpedo  during  the  conflict  in  Mobile  Bay,  August  5th, 
1864,  been  provided  with  a  similar  loose  plate  over  the  main  hatch,  the 
fearful  calamity  of  di'owning  officers  and  crew  would  have  been  prevented. 
In  referring  to  this  untoward  event,  it  should  be  observed  that  means 
had  been  provided  in  all  the  sea-going  monitors  to  afford  egress  in  case  of 
injury  to  the  hvdl :  an  opening  in  the  turret-floor,  when  placed  above  a  cor- 
responding Oldening  in  the  deck,  formed  a  free  passage  to  the  turret,  the  top 
of  which  was  provided  with  sliding  hatches.  Apparently  the  officer  in  charge 
of  the  turret-gear  of  Captain  Craven's  vessel  was  not  at  his  post,  as  he  ought 
to  have  been  during  action,  or  else  he  had  not  been  taught  the  imperative 
duty  of  placing  the  tm-ret  in  such  a  position  that  these  openings  would 
admit  of  a  free  passage  from  below.  % 

Lieutenant  Greene's  report  with  reference  to  the  position  of  the  pilot-house 
calls  for  particular  notice,  his  assertion  being  that  he  "  could  not  fire  ahead 
within  several  points  of  the  bow."  The  distance  between  the  center  of  the 
turret  and  the  pilot-house  being  fifty-five  feet,  while  the  extreme  breadth 
of  the  latter  is  only  five  feet,  it  will  be  found  that  by  turning  the  turret 
through  an  angle  of  only  six  degrees  from  the  center  line  of  the  vessel,  the 
shot  will  clear  the  pilot-house,  a  structure  too  substantial  to  suffer  from 

3>  Under  the  cireumstanees  of  the  sinking  of  the  Tecumseli,  the  turret  was  no  doubt  being  worked  to 
meet  the  necessities  of  the  battle,  not  to  afford  egress  for  the  crew. — Editors. 
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the  mere  aerial  ourreut  produced  by  the  flight  of  the  shot.  Considering 
that  the  3Io)iitor,  as  reported  by  Lieutenant  Greene,  was  a  "  quir-k-turuing 
vessel,"  the  disadvantage  of  not  being  able  to  fire  over  the  bow  within  six 
degrees  of  the  line  of  keel  is  insignificant.  Captain  Coins  claimed  for  his 
famous  iron-clad  tiuTet-ship  the  advantage  of  an  aU-round  fire,  although  the 
axis  of  his  tuvret-guns  had  many  times  gi'eater  de\iation  f rom  the  line  f)f  keel 
than  that  of  the  Monitor. 

The  statement  published  by  Lieutenant  Greene,  that  the  chief  engineer  of 
the  vessel  immediately  after  the  engagement  in  Hampton  Eoads  "  suggested 
the  clever  jjlau  of  putting  the  pilot-house  on  top  of  the  tun-et,"  is  incon-eet  and 
caUs  for  notice.  The  obvious  de\'ice  of  placing  the  pilot-house  in  the  center 
and  above  tlie  turret  was  carefully  considered  before  the  Monitor  turret  was 
constructed,  but  could  not  be  cari'ied  out  for  these  reasons : 

1.  The  tm-ret  of  the  battery  was  too  light  to  support  a  stiiicture  large 
enough  to  accommodate  the  commanding  officer,  the  pUot,  and  the  steering- 
gear,  under  the  severe  condition  of  aljsolute  impregnability  against  solid  shot 
from  guns  of  10-inch  calilier  employed  by  the  Confederates. 

2.  A  central  stationary  pilot-house  connected  with  the  turret  involved  so 
much  complication  and  additional  work  (see  description  of  tuiTet  and  pilot- 
houses fiu'ther  on),  that  had  its  adoption  not  been  abandoned  the  Monitor 
would  not  have  been  ready  to  proceed  to  Hampton  Eoads  until  the  beguiniug 
of  April,  1862.  The  damage  to  the  national  cause  which  might  have  re.sulted 
fi'om  that  delay  is  beyond  computation. 

The  next  important  part  of  the  battery  delineated  on  the  forward  section 
of  the  illustration,  namely,  the  quarters  of  the  officers  and  crew,  will  miw  be 
considered ;  but  before  entering  on  a  desciiption  it  slioidd  lie  mentioned  that 
in  a  small  turret-vessel  built  for  fighting,  only  one-half  of  the  crew  need  lie 
accommodated  at  a  time,  as  the  other  half  should  be  in  and  on  the  turret,  the 
latter  being  always  covered  Avith  a  water-proof  awning.  Referring  again  to 
the  forward  and  to  part  of  the  centi-al  section,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  quarters 
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VIEW    SHOWING   THE    EFFECT    OF    SHOT    ON   THE    "MONITOR"   TURRET. 
FROM  A    PHOTOGRAPH    TAKEN    SOON    AFTER   THE    ENGAGEJIENT. 


The  ridges  shown  in  the  nearer  port  are  signilicant  of 
the  haste  with  which  the  vessel  was  built.  An  opening 
of  this  shape  is  usually  made  by  euttin.g  three  circles 
one  above  another  and  intersecting,  and  then  trimming 
the  edges  to  an  oval.  In  this  instance  there  was  no  time 


for  till'  trjiiiiiiiiig  process.  It  was  originally  designed 
that  tlic  nniiaiiHiit  .should  be  15-inch  gmis,  but  as  these 
were  iiiit  til  lie  liad  iu  time,  the  ll-inch  Dahlgreus  were 
substituted.—  Editors. 


extend  from  the  transverse  bulklieacl  under  the  turret  to  within  five  feet 
of  tlie  pilot-house,  a  distance  of  fifty  feet ;  the  forward  portion,  twenty-four 
feet  in  length,  being  occupied  by  the  officers'  quarters  and  extending  across 
the  battery  from  side  to  side.  The  height  of  the  aft  part  of  these  quarters 
is  8  feet  6  inches  under  the  deck-beams ;  while  the  height  of  the  whole  of  the 
quarters  of  the  crew  is  8  feet  6  inches.  A  mere  glance  at  the  illustrations 
showing  a  side  elevation  [p.  733]  and  top  view  of  internal  arrangement 
[p.  735]  gives  a  correct  idea  of  the  natin-e  of  the  accommodations  prepared 
for  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  vessel  which  Lieutenant  Greene  regards 
as  a  "crude"  structure,  and  of  which  he  says:  "Probably  no  ship  was  ever 
devised  which  was  so  uncomfortable  for  the  crew."  If  this  opinion  were 
well  founded,  it  would  prove  that  submerged  vessels  like  tlie  monitors  are 
unfit  to  hve  in. 

Fortunately,  the  important  question  whether  crews  can  live  permanently 
below  water-line  has  been  set  at  rest  by  the  report  of  the  chief  of  the  Bureau 
of  Medicine  and  Surgery  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  1864.  This  minute 
and  carefully  considered  report  enabled  the  naval  administration,  organized 
by  President  Lincoln,  to  prove  the  liealthfulness  of  the  monitors,  by  the  fol- 
lowing clear  presentation  of  the  subject:  "The  monitor  class  of  vessels,  it  is 
well  known,  have  but  a  few  inches  of  their  hulls  above  the  water-line,  and  in 
a  heavy  sea  are  entirely  submerged.  It  has  been  doubted  whether  under  such 
circumstances  it  would  be  possible  long  to  preserve  the  health  of  the  men  on 
Ijoard,  and  consequently  maintain  the  fighting  material  in  a  condition  for 
effective  service.  It  is  gratifying,  therefore,  to  know  that  an  examination  of 
the  sick-reports,  covering  a  period  of  over  thu'ty  months,  shows  that,  so  far 
from  being  unhealthy,  there  was  less  sickness  on  board  the  monitors  than 
on  the  same  number  of  wooden  ships  with  an  equal  number  of  men  and  in 
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similar  exposed  positions.  The  exemption  from  sickness  upon  the  iron-elads 
in  some  instances  is  remarkable.  There  were  on  board  the  Saugus,  from 
November  25th,  1864,  to  Apiil  1st,  lS6o,  a  period  of  over  four  months,  but 
four  cases  of  sickness  (excluding  accidental  injuiies),  and  of  these  two  were 
diseases  with  which  the  jjatients  had  suffered  for  years.  On  the  Moiifaid;  for 
a  period  of  one  hundred  and  sixty-tive  days  prior  to  the  20th  of  May,  1865, 
there  was  but  one  case  of  disease  on  board.  Other  vessels  of  thf'  class  exhibit 
equally  remarkaljle  results,  and  the  conclusion  is  reached  that  no  wooden  ves- 
sels in  any  squadron  throughout  the  world  can  show  an  ecjual  immunity  from 
disease." 

Apart  frouT  the  ample  size  of  the  quarters  on  board  the  vessel,  shown  by 
the  illustration,  it  should  be  mentioned  that  the  system  adopted  for  ventilat- 
ing those  quarters  furnishes  an  abundant  supply  of  fresh  aii-  by  the  following 
means.  Two  centrifugal  blowers,  driven  by  separate  steam-engines,  fiu-nished 
seven  thousand  cubic  feet  of  atmospheric  air  per  minute  by  the  process  of 
suction  through  standing  pipes  on  deck.  Part  of  the  air  thus  di"awn  in  sup- 
ported the  t^ombustion  of  the  l)oiler  furnaces,  the  remainder  entering  the 
lower  part  of  the  hull,  gradually  expelling  the  heated  and  vitiated  air  within 
the  vessel.  It  has  been  imagined  that  the  fresh  air  supplied  liy  the  blowere 
ought  to  have  been  conveyed  to  the  quarters  at  the  forward  end  of  the  vessel, 
hj  a  system  of  conducting  jiipes.  The  laws  of  static  balance,  however,  ren- 
der the  adoption  of  such  a  method  unnecessary,  since  agreeably  to  those  laws 
the  fresh  cold  air,  unless  it  be  stopped  by  closed  doors  in  the  l»ulkheads,  will 
find  its  way  to  every  part  of  the  bottom  of  the  hull,  gradually  rising  and 
expelling  the  upper  heated  strata  throiigh  the  hatches,  and  lastly  through  the 
grated  toj?  of  the  turret.  Naval  consti'uctors  who  sijeculate  on  the  cause 
of  the  extraordinary  healthfulness  of  the  monitors  need  not  extend  then* 
researches  beyond  a  thorough  investigation  of  the  system  of  ventilation  just 
described. 

Turret  Depart nicnt.  The  most  important  object  delineated  on  the  riiifral 
section  of  the  illustration,  namely,  the  rotating  turret,  will  now  be  considered ; 
but  before  describing  this  essential  part  of  the  monitor  system,  it  will  be  well 
to  observe  that  the  general  belief  is  quite  erroneous  that  a  revoh"iiig  platfonn, 
open  or  covered,  is  a  novel  design.  So  far  from  that  being  the  case,  this 
obvious  de^'ice  dates  back  to  the  first  introduction  of  artillery.  About 
1820  the  writer  was  taught  by  an  instructor  in  fortification  and  gunnery 
that  under  certain  conditions  a  position  assailable  from  all  sides  should  be 

defended  l>y  i)laciiig  tlie  guns  on  a  turn- 
table. Long  Itefore  building  the  Moni- 
fiir  I  r(\ii;arded  tln^  emiilovment  of  a 
revolving  structure  to  operate  guns  on 
lioavd  ships  as  a  device  familiar  to  all 
well-informed  naval  artillerists.  But 
although  constructors  of  revohiug 
siDi;  ia.iiVAiu)N  III  A  1  i.o vuM.  U1.VOLVING  ciK-      oircuUir  guu-platf orms  for  naval  pur- 

CULAH  TOWEK,  1>II  lil.ISIlliD   BV  ABliAHAJtl  ^  .      , 

niooDoooD  IN  1807.  poses,  open  or  covered,  have  a  right  to 
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employ  this  ancient  device,  it  will  be  demonstrated  further  on  that  the  tur- 
ret of  the  monitors  is  a  distinct  mechanical  combination  differing  from 
previous  inventions.  The  correctness  of  the  assumption  that  revohdng 
batteries  for  manipulating  guns  on  board  floating  structiu'es  had  been 
constructed  nearly  a  century  ago  will  be  seen  by  the  following  reference  to 
printed  publications. 

The  "  Nautical  Chronicle "  for  1805  contains  an  account  of  a  "  movable 
turning  impregnable  battery,  invented  by  a  Mr.  Gillespie,  a  native  of  Scot- 
land, who  completed  the  model  of  a  movable  impregnable  castle  or  battery, 
impervious  to  shot  or  bombs,  provided  with  a  cannon  and  carriage  calculated 
to  take  a  sru-e  aim  at  any  object."  It  is  further  stated  that  "  the  invention 
proposed  wiU  be  found  equally  sei'vieeable  in  floating  batteries.  Its  machin- 
ery is  adai^ted  to  turn  the  most  ponderous  mortars  Avith  the  greatest  ease, 
according  to  the  position  of  the  enemy."  Again,  the  Transactions  of  the 
Society  for  the  Promotion  of  Useful  Arts  in  the  State  of  New  York,  1807, 
contains  an  illustration  representing  a  side  elevation  of  a  circular  revolving 
floating  battery  constructed  by  Abraham  Bloodgood.  The  guns  of  this  bat- 
tery, as  the  inventor  points  out,  "  would  be  more  easily  worked  than  is  com- 
mon, as  they  would  not  require  any  lateral  movement."  It  is  also  stated,  as 
a  peculiar  feature  of  this  floating  battery,  that  "  its  rotary  motion  would 
bring  all  its  cannon  to  bear  successively,  as  fast  as  they  could  be  loaded,  on 
objects  in  any  direction  " ;  and  that  "  its  circular  form  would  cause  every  shot 
that  might  strike  it,  not  near  the  center,  to  glance."  Thh'ty-five  years  after 
the  pul^lication  of  the  illustration  and  description  of  the  circular  floating 
revolving  tower  of  Abraham  Bloodgood,  Theodore  R.  Timby  proposed  to  build 
a  tower  on  land  for  coast  defense,  to  be  composed  of  ii'on,  with  several  floors 
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BIDE    ULEVATION    AND    TEAXSVEESE    SECTIOK     (THEOLGH    THli    CENTER    LINE    OF    ITS    EEVOLVISG    SEMI-SPHERICAI. 

TUUIiET)    OF    AN    IRONCLAD    STEAM-BATTERV.   TLAXS    OF    WHIIH    WERE    SrEMITTED 

I!V    (  APTAIN    ERICSSON    TO    NAPOLEON    III.    IN    SEPTEMBER,    IRH. 

and  tiers  of  guns,  the  tower  to  turn  on  a  series  of  friction-rollers  under  its 
base.  The  principal  feature  of  Timby's  "invention"  was  that  of  aiTanging 
the  guns  radially  within  the  tower,  and  fii-iug  each  gun  at  the  instant  of  its 
coming  in  hno  Arith  the  object  aimed  at  during  the  rotary  motion  of  the 
tower,  precisely  as  invented  by  Bloodgood.  About  1865  certain  influential 
citizens  presented  ch-awings  of  Timliy's  revolving  tower  to  the  authorities 
at  Washington,  mth  a  view  of  obtaining  orders  to  1>uild  such  towers  for 
coast  defense;  but  the  plan  was  found  to  be  m^t  only  very  expensive, 
but  radically  defective  in  principle.  The  slides  of  the  gun-carriages  being 
fixed  permanently  in  a  radial  direction  within  the  tower,  the  guns,  of 
course,  are  directed  to  all  points  of  the  compass.  Hence,  diu'iug  an  attack 
by  a  hostile  fleet,  \vith  many  ships  abreast,  only  one  assailant  can  be  fii-ed  at, 
its  companions  being  scot-free  in  the  dead  angle  formed  between  the  effec- 
tive gun  and  the  guns  on  either  side.  In  the  meantime  the  numerous 
guns,  distributed  round  the  tower  on  the  several  tloors.  cannot  lie  fiivd  until 
their  time  comes  diiring  the  revolution  of  the  tower.  The  enemy's  fleet  con- 
tinuing its  advance,  of  course,  calls  for  a  change  of  elevation  of  the  pieces, 
which,  considering  the  constant  revolution  of  the  tower  and  the  different 
altitudes  above  the  sea  of  the  several  tiers,  presents  perplexing  difficulties. 
Nothing  further  need  be  said  to  explain  why  the  Government  did  not  accept 
the  plans  for  Timby's  revohing  towers. 

The  origin  of  rotating  circular  gun-platforms  being  disiKised  of,  the  con- 
sideration of  the  central  section  of  the  illustration  will  now  be  resumed.  It 
will  be  seen  that  the  turret  which  protects  the  guns  and  gunners  of  tlie 
3Ioi/ifor  consists  simply  of  a  short  cylindei-  resting  on  the  deck,  covered  with 
a  grated  iron  roof  proAnded  with  sliding  hat(dies.  This  cylinder  is  com]iosed  of 
eight  thickn(>sses  of  wrouglit-iron  ])lates,  each  one  inch  tliick,  firndy  riveted 
togeth(M',  the  inside  ct)urse,  which  extends  below  the  rest,  being  accurately 
faced  underneath.     A  Hat,  broad  ring  of  bronze  is  let  into  tlu^  deck,  its  upper 
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face  being  very  smooth  in  order  to  form  a  water-tight  joint  with  the  base  of 
the  tm'ret  without  the  employment  of  any  elastic  packing,  a  peculiar  feature 
of  the  tm-rets  of  the  monitors,  as  will  be  seen  further  on.  Unfortunately, 
before  the  Monitor  left  New  York  for  Hampton  Roads,  it  was  suggested  at  the 
Navy  Yard  to  insert  a  plaited  hemp  rope  between  the  base  of  the  turret  and 
the  bronze  ring,  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  joint  perfectly  water-tight. 
As  might  have  been  supposed,  the  rough  and  uneven  hemp  rope  did  not 
form  a  perfect  joint ;  hence  during  the  passage  a  great 
leak  was  observed  at  intervals  as  the  sea  washed  over  -'-""'     "~ 

the  decks.  "  The  water  came  down  under  the  turret 
like  a  waterfall,"  says  Lieutenant  Grreene  in  his  report. 
It  will  be  proper  to  observe  in  this  place  that  the 
"  foundering  "  of  the  Monitor  on  its  way  to  Charleston 
was  not  caused  by  the  "  separation  of  the  upper  and 
lower  part  of  the  hull,"  as  was  imagined  by  persons 
who  possessed  no  knowledge  of  the  method  adopted 
by  the  builders  in  joining  the  upper  and  lower  hulls. 
Again,  those  who  asserted  that  the  plates  had  been 
torn  asunder  at  the  junction  of  the  hulls  did  not 
consider  that  severe  strain  cannot  take  place  in  a 
structure  nearly  submerged.  The  easy  motion  at  sea, 
peculiar  to  the  monitors,  was  pointed  out  by  several 
of  theii'  commanders.  Lieutenant  Greene  in  his  report 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated  on  board  the  Moni- 
tor, March  27th,  1862,  says  with  reference  to  sea-going 
qualities : 

"  During  her  passage  from  New  York  her  roll  was  very  easy  and 
slow  and  not  at  aU  deep.  She  pitched  very  httle  and  with  no 
strain  whatever." 


fl 
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ISAAC    NEWTON,    FIEST    ASSIST- 
ANT-ENGINEER OF  THE  "  MON- 
ITOR."   FROM  A  MEDALLION 
PORTRAIT    Br    LATJNT 
THOMPSON. 

At  tlie  timo  of  Mr.  Newton's 
death  (September  25,  1SS4)  lie 
liad  been  for  several  years 
Cbief  Engineer  of  the  Crotou 
Aqueduct.  The  plans  "which 
have  been  adopted  tor  the  new 
aqueduct  were  his,  both  in  the 
general  featui-es  and  the  de- 
tails.— Editors. 

Captain  John  Eodgers's  report  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated  on 
board  of  the  monitor  Weehawken,  January  22d,  186.3,  refers  specially  to  the 
easy  motion  of  his  vessel : 

"  On  Tuesday  night,  when  off  Chincoteague  shoals,  we  had  a  very  heavy  gale  from  the  E.  N. 
E.  with  a  very  heavy  sea,  made  confused  and  dangerou.s  by  the  proximity  of  the  land.  The 
waves  I  measured  after  the  sea  abated  ;  I  found  them  twenty-three  feet  high.  They  were  cer- 
tainly seven  feet  higher  in  the  midst  of  the  storm.  Dm'uig  the  heaviest  of  the  gale  I  stood  upon 
the  turret  and  admired  the  behavior  of  the  vessel.  She  rose  and  fell  to  the  waves,  and  I  con- 
cluded that  the  monitor  form  had  great  sea-going  qualities.  If  leaks  were  prevented  no  hur- 
ricane coidd  injure  her." 

The  true  cause  of  the  foundering  of  the  Monitor  was  minutely  explained  to 
the  writer  some  time  after  the  occurrence  by  the  engineer,  a  very  intelligent 
person,  who  operated  the  centrifugal  pumping-engine  of  the  vessel  at  the 
time.  According  to  his  statement,  oakum  was  packed  under  the  base  of  the 
turret  before  going  to  sea,  in  order  to  make  sure  of  a  water-tight  joint ;  but 
this  expedient  failed  altogether,  the  sea  gradually  washing  out  the  oakum  in 
those  places  where  it  had  been  loosely  packed,  thereby  permitting  so  large  a 
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quantity  of  water  to  enter  under  the  turret,  fully  sixty-three  feet  in  ciroiuu- 
ferenee,  that  the  centrifugal  pumping-engiue  had  not  sufficient  power  to  expel 
it.  The  hull  consequently  filled  gi-adually  and  settled,  until  at  the  expiration 
of  about  four  hours  the  Monitor  went  to  the  hottom.  It  Avill  be  asked,  in  view 
of  the  pi'eceding  exialanation  of  the  construction  of  the  nionit<jr  tuiTets, 
namely,  that  the  smooth  base  of  the  tun-et  forms  a  water-tight  joint  with  the 
ring  on  the  deck,  why  was  oakum  packed  under  the  turret  lief  ore  going  to 
Charleston!  The  commander  of  the  vessel.  Captain  Bankhead,  in  his  report 
of  the  foundering,  advei'ts  to  the  admission  of  water  under  the  turret,  but 
does  not  duly  consider  the  serious  character  of  the  leak,  sixty-three  feet  in 
length.  Captain  Bankhead  evidently  had  not  carefully  investigated  the  mat- 
ter when  he  attributed  the  accident,  to  an  imaginary  separation  of  the  upper 
and  lower  hull.|  It  should  be  observed,  in  justice  to  this  officer,  that  having 
commauded  the  -MonHor  only  during  a  brief  period  he  possessed  but  an  imper- 
fect knowledge  of  his  vessel,  and  probably  knew  nothing  regarding  the  con- 
sequence of  employing  packing, —  namely,  that  it  might  cause  "  water  to 
come  down  under  the  turret  like  a  waterfall,"  as  previously  reported  by  the 
second  officer  in  command.  It  is  proper  to  mention  as  a  mitigating  circum- 
stance in  favor  of  the  second  officer,  Lieutenant  Greene,  that  previous  to  the 
battle  in  Hampton  Roads  lie  had  "never  performed  any  but  midshipman 
duty."  The  important  question,  therefore,  must  remain  imanswered,  whether 
in  the  hands  of  an  older  and  more  experienced  executive  officer  the  Monitor, 
like  the  other  vessels  of  her  t^i^e,  might  not  have  reached  Cliarleston  in 
safety. 

Referring  again  to  the  central  part  of  the  illustration  [p.  7',V^]  and  the  sec- 
tional representation  of  the  turret  [above],  it  will  be  found  that  the  gims  ai-e 


ICaptiiiii  .f.  P.  Haiiklicad  says  in  liis  report : 
•■  FiiiHiil  [in  the  in:iriiiiii.'|  tliKI  till'  pMckiiii;  iit  oalcum 
uniirvninl  arnund  tin'  liasv-  Innl  lonseni-tl  si>nn-\vluit  t"r<nii 
tlic  winUinir  »( thr  towi-i-  as  tin'  vi'sstl  pirchcd  and  nilU'd 
.  .  .  1i»\\al'ds  cM'ninv:  Ihr  swell  sonirwhat  dciTcasi'd, 
li[i'  liili;i'-pnni|iM  licini;  Icinnd  anii'l>'  snllicionl  t»  korp 
iuTil.'ai-nr  tin'  waliTllnit  pcni-trati'd  lliviniirli  the  siirllt- 
Indi'  of  lln>  pildl-lnniKi'.  liawsc-lnili'.  ami  liasr  nt  tiiwrr 
(all  <>l'  wliii'li  liad  lu'i'ii  will  ralki-d  pi'i-vious  tn  loavinsri. 
At  7:;!n  the  wind  Ininli'd  iniil-c  to  tin' simlll  .  .  .  KolHid 
Ilu'  vi'Bsi'l  towed  Itadl.w  >awiiiff  vcrx-  niui-h.  ami  with 
tlie  iiicri'jiscd  Hn)tioii  inakin>;  Noiin'wliat  nioi'f  water 
around  the  base  of  the  lower.    .   .   .  s  r.  m  ;  the  sea 


alunu  this  tiuie  ooiimieiiced  to  rise  very  rapidly,  cansiug 
t  he  vessel  to  plniisi"  heaviUv.  ('Oiui>lotely  siihmersiiig  the 
pilot-bouse,  and  wasbiutr  over  and  iuto  the  liim't.  and 
at  tiuies  iuto  the  blowerpiixs.  Observed  tbal  when  .she 
rose  to  the  swell,  the  flat  uuilor-surfaco  of  tbormjcoting 
armor  would  conu'  down  with  (rroat  force  r.-iuslu);  a 
eonsidoralde  shock  to  tho  vessel  and  turret,  thereby 
loosenins  still  nion' the  packinir  nronnd  its  base.  .  .  . 
1  am  llrndy  of  tlio  opinion  that  the  iloiiilor  nuist  have 
sprimj:  a  leak  sonu'Where  in  the  forw.inl  iwrt.  where  the 
hull  joins  on  to  the  .nrnior,  and  that  it  was  caused  liy 
t  lie  heavy  shocks  receive*!  as  she  came  down  npon  the 
'^i'"-"  Editors. 
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placed  across  the  vessel ;  consequently  only  the  end  of  the  breech  and  upper 
part  of  the  port-hole  are  seen.  The  object  of  the  penduhun  port-stoppers 
suspended  under  the  roof  is  to  afford  protection  to  the  turret  crew  while 
loading  the  guns.  Grenerally,  however,  the  turret  should  be  moved,  and  the 
port-holes  thereby  turned  away  from  the  enemy.  Much  time  was  lost  during 
the  conflict  with  the  Merrhnac  by  closing  the  port-stoppers  in  place  of  merely 
moving  the  turret,  the  latter  operation  being  performed  liy  a  small  steam- 
engine  conti'oUed  by  a  single  hand;  while  opening  and  closing  the  port- 
stoppers,  as  reported  by  Lieutenant  Greene,  required  the  entu-e  gun-crew. 
The  slow  fire  of  the  Monitor  during  the  action,  complained  of  by  critics,  was 
no  doubt  occasioned  by  an  injudicious  manipulation  of  the  port-stoppers. 
There  are  occasions,  however,  when  the  turret  should  not  be  turned,  in  which 
case  the  port-stoppers  are  indispensable.  The  method  adopted  for  turning 
the  turret  will  be  readily  understood.  The  small  steam-engine  controlled  by 
one  man,  before  referred  to,  ch'ives  a  double  train  of  cog-wheels  connected 
with  the  vertical  axle  of  the  turret,  this  axle  being  stepped  in  a  bronze  beai'- 
ing  secured  to  the  central  brdkhead  of  the  vessel.  The  mechanism  thus 
described  was  carefully  tested  before  the  Monitor  left  New  York  for  Hamp- 
ton Roads,  and  was  found  to  move  very  freely,  the  turret  being  turned  and 
the  guns  accurately  pointed  by  the  sahing-master  without  aid.  The  trouble 
reported  by  Lieutenant  Greene  regarding  the  manipulation  of  the  turret 
was  caused  by  inattention  during  the  passage  from  New  York,  the  working- 
gear  having  been  permitted  to  rust  for  want  of  proper  cleaning  and  oiling 
while  exposed  to  the  action  of  salt-water  entering  under  the  turret,  from 
causes  already  explained. 

Having  thus  briefly  described  the  turret  and  its  mechanism,  our  investiga- 
tion of  the  central  part  of  the  sectional  view  of  the  battery  will  be  completed 
by  a  mere  reference  to  the  steam-boilers  placed  aft  of  the  turret.  There  are 
two  of  these  boUers  placed  side  by  side,  as  shown  in  the  cut  on  page  736. 
Two  views  being  thus  presented,  the  nature  of  the  boilers  will  be  understood 
without  fui'ther  explanation.  It  should  be  mentioned,  however,  that  they 
proved  very  economical  and  efiicient. 

Aft  Section.  The  following  brief  reference  to  this  section  of  the  sectional 
illustration,  showing  the  motive  engine,  propeller,  and  rudder,  will  complete 
our  description : 

1.  The  motive  engine,  the  construction  of  which  is  somewhat  peculiar, 
consists  of  only  one  steam-cylinder  with  pistons  applied  at  opposite  ends,  a 
steam-tight  partition  being  introduced  in  the  middle.  The  propeller-shaft 
has  only  one  crank  and  one  crank-pin,  the  difficulty  of  "  passing  the  centei'S  " 
being  overcome  by  the  expechent  of  jjlacing  the  connecting-rods,  actuated  by 
the  steam-pistons,  at  right  angles  to  each  other.  Much  space  is  saved  within 
the  vessel  by  employing  only  one  steam-cylinder,  an  advantage  of  such 
importance  in  the  short  hulls  of  the  monitors  that  the  entire  fleet  built  during 
the  war  was  provided  with  engines  of  the  stated  type. 

2.  The  propeller,  being  of  the  ordinary  four-bladed  type,  needs  no  descrip- 
tion ;  1)ut  the  mode  of  protecting  it  against  shot  demands  full  exj^lanation. 
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Referring  to  the  illustration,  it  wUl  be  seen  that  the  under  side  of  the  over- 
hang near  the  stern  is  cut  out  in  the  middle,  forming  a  cavity  needed  to 
give  free  sweep  to  the  propeller-blades ;  the  slope  of  the  (•aviXj  ou  either  side 
of  the  propeller  being  consideraljly  inclined  in  order  to  favor  a  free  passage 
of  the  water  to  and  from  the  propeller-ljlades. 

?}.  The  extreme  beam  at  the  forward  side  of  the  propeller-well  is  31  feet, 
while  the  diameter  of  the  propeller  is  only  9  feet;  it  will  therefore  be 
seen  that  the  deck  and  side  armor  projects  11  feet  on  each  side,  thas  jjro- 
tecting  most  effectually  the  propelUng  instrument  as  well  as  the  equipoise 
iTidder  applied  aft  of  the  same.  It  will  be  readily  admitted  that  no  other 
vessel  constructed  here  or  elsewhere  has  such  thorough  protection  to  rudder 
and  propeller  as  that  just  described. 

The  foregoing  descrij^tion  of  the  hastily  constructed  steam-battery  proves 
that,  so  far  from  being,  as  generally  supposed,  a  rude  specimen  of  naval  con- 
struction, the  Monitor  displayed  careful  planning,  besides  workmanship  of 
superior  quality.  Experts  who  examined  the  vessel  and  machinery  after  com- 
pletion pronounced  the  entire  straetiu'e  a  fine  specimen  of  naval  engineering. 

The  conflict  in  Hami:)ton  Eoads,  and  the  immediate  biiilding  of  a  fleet  of 
sea-going  monitors  by  the  United  States  Government,  attracted  gi*eat  atten- 
tion in  all  maritime  countries,  especially  in  the  north  of  Europe.  Admu-al 
Lessoffsky,  of  the  Russian  na^-^-,  was  at  once  ordered  to  be  jiresent  diu-ing  the 
completion  and  trial  of  oiu"  sea-going  monitors.  The  report  of  this  talented 
officer  to  his  government  being  favorable,  the  Emperor  immeiliately  ordered  a 
fleet  of  twelve  vessels  on  the  new  system,  to  be  constructed  according  to  copies 
of  the  working-drawings  from  whi(^h  the  American  sea-going  monitors  had 
been  Ijuilt.  Sweden  and  Norway  also  forthwith  laid  the  keels  of  a  fleet  of 
seven  vessels  of  the  new  tjqje,  Turkey  rapidly  following  the  example  of  the 
northern  European  nations.  It  will  be  rememliered  that  during  the  naval 
contest  on  the  Danube  the  Russian  batteries  and  torpedo-boats  sulijected  the 
Turkish  monitors  to  severe  tests.  England,  in  due  com-se,  adopted  our  tm-ret 
system,  discarding  the  turn-table  and  cupola. 
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BV  FRAXCIS  B.  BUTTS,  A  SURVIVOR  OF  THE  "MONITOR'S''  CREW. 


AT  daybreak  on  the  29th  of  December,  1862, 
-  at  Fort  Monroe,  the  Monitor  hove  short  her 
anchor,  and  by  10  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  she  was 
under  way  for  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  in 
charge  of  Commander  J.  P.  Bankhead.  The  Rhode 
Island,  a  powerful  side-wheel  steamer,  was  to  be 
our  convoy,  and  to  hasten  our  speed  she  took  us 
in  tow  with  two  long  12-ineh  hawsers.  The 
weather  was  heavy  with  dark,  stormy-looking 
clouds  and  a  westerly  wind.  We  passed  out  of  the 
Eoads  and  rounded  Cape  Henry,  proceeding  on  our 
course  with  but  little  change  in  the  weather  up 
to  the  next  day  at  noon,  when  the  wind  shifted  to 
the  south-south-west  and  increased  to  a  gale.  At 
12  o'clock  it  was  my  trick  at  the  lee  wheel,  and 
being  a  good  hand  I  was  kept  there.  At  dark  we 
were  about  seventy  miles  at  sea,  and  directly  off 
Cape  Hatteras.  The  sea  rolled  high  and  pitched 
together  in  the  peculiar  manner  only  seen  at  Hat- 
teras. The  Rhode  Island  steamed  slowly  and 
steadily  ahead.  The  sea  rolled  over  us  as  if  our 
vessel  were  a  rock  in  the  ocean  only  a  few  inches 
above  the  water,  and  men  who  stood  abaft  on  the 
deck  of  the  Rhode  Island  have  told  me  that  several 
times  we  were  thought  to  have  gone  down.  It 
seemed  that  for  minutes  we  were  out  of  sight,  as 
the  heavy  seas  entirely  submerged  tbe  vessel.  The 
wheel  had  been  temporarily- rigged  on  top  of  the 
turret,  where  all  the  officers,  except  tliose  on  duty 
in  the  engine-room,  now  were.  I  heard  their 
remarks,  and  watched  closely  the  movements  of 
the  vessel,  so  that  I  exactly  understood  our  condi- 
tion. The  vessel  was  making  very  heavy  weather, 
riding  one  huge  wave,  plunging  through  the  next 
as  if  shooting  straight  for  the  bottom  of  the  ocean, 
and  splashing  down  upon  another  with  such  force 
that  her  hull  would  tremble,  and  with  a  shock  that 
would  sometimes  take  us  off  our  feet,  while  a 
fourth  would  leap  upon  us  and  break  far  above 
the  turret,  so  that  if  we  had  not  been  protected  by 
a  rifle-armor  that  was  securely  fastened  and  rose 
to  the  height  of  a  man's  chest,  we  should  have 
been  washed  away.  I  had  volunteered  for  service 
on  the  Monitor  while  she  lay  at  the  Washington 
Navy  Yard  in  November.  This  going  to  sea  in  an 
iron-clad  I  began  to  think  was  the  dearest  part  of 
my  bargain.  I  thought  of  what  I  had  been  taught 
in  the  service,  that  a  man  always  gets  into  trouble 
if  he  volunteers. 

About  8  o'clock,  while  I  was  taking  a  mes- 
sage from  the  captain  to  the  engineer,  I  saw  the 
water  pouring  in  through  the  coal-bunkers  in  sud- 
den volumes  as  it  swept  over  the  deck.  About 
that  time  the  engineer  reported  that  the  coal  was 
too  wet  to  keep  up  steam,  which  had  run  down 
from  its  usual  pressure  of  80  pounds  to  20.     The 


water  in  the  vessel  was  gaining  rapidly  over  the 
small  pumps,  and  I  heard  the  captain  order  the 
chief  engineer  to  start  the  main  jjump,  a  very 
powerful  one  of  new  invention.  This  was  done, 
and  I  saw  a  stream  of  water  eight  inches  in  diame- 
ter spouting  up  from  beneath  the  waves. 

About  half-past  8  the  first  signals  of  distress  to 
the  Rhode  Island  were  burned.  She  lay  to,  and  we 
rode  the  sea  more  comfortably  than  when  we  were 
being  towed.  The  Rhode  Island  was  obliged  to 
turn  slowly  ahead  to  keep  from  drifting  upon  us 
and  to  prevent  the  tow-lines  from  being  caught  in 
her  wheels.  At  one  time,  when  she  cMfted  close 
alongside,  om-  captain  shouted  through  his  trum- 
pet that  we  were  sinking,  and  asking  the  steamer 
to  send  us  her  boats.  The  Monitor  steamed  ahead 
again  with  renewed  difficulties,  and  I  was  ordered 
to  leave  the  wheel  and  was  kept  employed  as  mes- 
senger by  the  captain.  The  chief  engineer  re- 
ported that  the  coal  was  so  wet  that  he  could  not 
keep  up  steam,  and  I  heard  the  captain  order  him 
to  slow  down  and  put  all  steam  that  coidd  be 
spared  upon  the  pumps.  As  there  was  danger  of 
being  towed  under  by  oiu'  consort,  the  tow-lines 
were  ordered  to  be  cut,  and  I  saw  James  Fen  wick, 
quarter-gunner,  swept  from  the  deck  and  carried 
by  a  heavy  sea  leeward  and  out  of  sight  in  attempt- 
ing to  obey  the  order.  Our  daring  boatswain's  mate, 
.John  Stocking,  then  succeeded  in  reaching  the 
bows  of  the  vessel,  and  I  saw  him  swept  by  a  heavy 
sea  far  away  into  the  darkness. 

About  half-past  10  o'clock  our  anchor  was  let 
go  with  all  the  cable,  and  struck  bottom  in  about 
sixty  fathoms  of  water ;  this  brought  us  out  of  the 
trough  of  the  sea,  and  we  rode  it  more  comfortably. 
The  fires  could  no  longer  be  kept  up  with  the  wet 
coal.  The  small  pumps  were  choked  up  with  water, 
or,  as  the  engineer  reported,  were  drowned,  and 
the  main  pump  had  almost  stopped  working  from 
lack  of  power.  This  was  reported  to  the  captain, 
and  he  ordered  me  to  see  if  there  was  any  water 
in  the  ward-room.  This  was  the  first  time  I  had 
been  below  the  berth-deck.  I  went  forward,  and 
saw  the  water  running  in  through  the  hawse-pipe, 
an  8-inch  hole,  in  full  force,  as  in  dropping  the 
anchor  the  cable  had  torn  away  the  packing  that 
had  kept  this  place  tight.  I  reported  my  observa- 
tions, and  at  the  same  time  heard  the  chief  engineer 
report  that  the  water  had  reached  the  ash-pits  and 
was  gaining  very  rapidly.  The  captain  ordered  him 
to  stop  the  main  engine  and  turn  all  steam  on  the 
pumps,  which  I  noticed  soon  worked  again. 

The  clouds  now  began  to  separate,  a  moon  of 
about  half-size  beamed  out  upon  the  sea,  and  the 
Rhode  Island,  now  a  mile  away,  became  visible. 
Signals  were  being  exchanged,  'X  and  I  felt  that 


J  By  the  courtesy  of  the  Soldiers' and  Sailors' Histori-  was  by  writing  in  clialk  on  a  bliick-ljoard  which  was 
cal  Society,  of  Rhode  Isl.ind,  we  are  permitted  to  print  held  up  to  view ;  the  Monitor  h.ad  no  mast  on  which  to 
the  followiuq;  interestins  paper  condensed  from  one  ot  hoist  the  resrular  naval  code  used  by  the  Rhode  Island. 
its  pamphlets.— Editors.  As  night  approached,  the  captain  of  the  Monitor  wrote, 

X  The  method  of  communication  from  the  Monitor     while  we  could  yet  see,  that  if   they  were  forced  to 
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the  Monitor  would  be  saved,  or  at  least  that  the 
captain  would  not  leave  his  ship  until  there  was 
no  hope  of  saving  her.  .1  was  sent  below  again  to 
see  how  the  water  stood  in  the  ward-room.  I  went 
forward  to  the  cat)in  and  found  the  water  just 
above  the  soles  of  my  shoes,  which  indicated  that 
there  must  be  more  than  a  foot  in  the  vessel.  I  re- 
ported this  to  the  captain,  and  all  hands  were  set 
to  bailing, —  bailing  out  the  ocean  as  it  seemed, — 
but  the  object  was  to  employ  the  men,  as  there 
BOW  seemed  to  be  danger  of  excitement  among 
them.  I  kept  employed  most  of  the  time,  taking 
the  buckets  from  them  through  the  hatchway  on  top 
of  the  turret.  They  seldom  would  have  more  than 
a  pint  of  water  in  them,  however,  the  remainder 
having  been  spilled  in  passing  from  one  man  to 
another  [see  foot-note,  p.  7-t2]. 

The  %veather  was  clear,  but  the  sea  did  not  cease 
rolling  in  the  least,  and  the  Rhode  Idaiicl,  with  the 
two  lines  wound  up  in  her  wheel,  was  tossing  at 
the  mercy  of  the  sea,  and  came  drifting  against 
our  sides.  A  boat  that  had  been  lowered  was 
caught  between  the  vessels  and  crushed  and  lost. 
Some  of  our  seamen  bravely  leaped  down  on  deck 
to  guard  our  sides,  and  lines  were  thrown  to  them 
from  the  deck  of  the  Rhode  Island,  which  now  lay 
her  whole  length  against  us,  -^  floating  off  astern, 
but  not  a  man  would  be  the  first  to  leave  his  ship, 
although  the  captain  gave  orders  to  do  so.  I  was 
again  sent  to  examine  the  water  iu  the  ward-room, 
which  I  found  to  be  more  than  two  feet  above  the 
deck ;  and  I  think  I  was  the  last  person  who  saw 
Engineer  G.  H.  Lewis  as  he  lay  seasick  in  his  bunk, 
apparently  watching  the  water  as  it  grew  deeper 
and  deeper,  and  aware  what  his  fate  must  l)e.  He 
called  me  as  I  passed  his  door,  and  asked  if  the 
pumps  were  working.  I  replied  that  they  were. 
"Is  there  any  hope?  "  he  asked  ;  and  feeling  a  lit- 
tle moved  at  the  scene,  and  kno%ving  certainly 
what  must  be  his  end,  and  the  darkness  that  stared 
at  us  all,  I  replied,  "As  long  as  there  is  life  there 
is  hope."  "  Hope  and  hang  on  when  you  are 
wrecked  "is  an  old  saying  among  sailors.  I  left 
the  ward-room,  and  learned  that  the  water  had 
gained  so  as  to  choke  up  the  main  pump.  As  I 
was  crossing  the  berth-deck  I  saw  our  ensign. 
Mr.  Frederickson,  hand  a  watch  to  Master's  JIate 
Williams,  saying,  "Here,  this  is  yoiu-s;  I  may 
be  lost  " — which,  in  fact,  was  his  fate.  The  watch 
and  chain  were  both  of  unusual  value.     Williams 

abandon  their  ship,  t1icy  wotild  burn  a  red  light  as  a  sig- 
nal. Abnnt  in  d'cldck  tlu'  siumil  was  given.  When  the 
Bteamer  sloppi-cl  in  allow  tin-  bawsers  to  be  cast  off. 
the  Hi)nili>r  forged  alii'ad  uudci-  the  impetus  of  her 
headway,  and  came  so  dose  up  under  the  steamer's 
etcrii.  that  tlicrc  was  great  danger  of  her  running  into 
and  cutting  tile  steamer  down.  When  the  eiighies  ot 
till'  Ithoih'  Islitnd  were  started  to  go  .ahead  to  got  out 
ot  tlu'  way,  it  was  discovered  that  tlif  hawser  had  got 
.at'oul  ol'  tile  paddle-wliec'l,  and  when  tlii'V  wore  put  in 
motion,  iiistcatl  of  getting  dear  of  lu-r.  tin'  i'()p('  wound 
uii  oil  tlie  wlii'i'l  ami  dri-w  tlie  vi-ssels  logi'ther.  This 
was  an  i'Xtri'UH'lx'  dangi-roiis  position,  for  they  were  be- 
ing piti'hi'd  and  lossi'd  alioul  so  inurli  by  the  heavy  seas 
that  if  (lie  iron-clad  liail  mice  stniiU  tiie  sleanier  they 
most  liotli  liavr  goiii'  down  lo^'ctlivr.  Ilowi'ver.  a  flre- 
niaii  Weill  iiilo  Ihr  whed  al  llir  risk  of  bis  lir,>,  and  with 
an  axe  ciil   the  hawser  away  so  lluil  llie  sloainer  was 


received  them  into  his  hand,  then  with  a  hesitat- 
ing glance  at  the  time-piece  said,  "  This  thing  may 
be  the  means  of  sinking  me,"  and  threw  it  upon  the 
deck.  There  were  three  or  four  cabin-boys  pale 
and  prostrate  with  seasickness,  and  the  eabin-eook, 
an  old  African  negio,  under  great  excitement,  was 
scolding  them  most  profanely. 

As  I  ascended  the  turret-ladder  the  sea  broke 
over  the  ship,  and  came  pouring  down  the  hatch- 
way with  so  much  force  that  it  took  me  off  my 
feet ;  and  at  the  same  time  the  steam  broke  from 
the  boiler-room,  as  the  water  had  reached  the 
fires,  and  for  an  instant  I  seemed  to  realize  that 
we  had  gone  down.  Our  fires  were  out,  and  I 
heard  the  water  blowing  out  of  the  boUers.  I  re- 
ported my  observations  to  the  captain,  and  at  the 
same  time  saw  a  boat  alongside.  The  captain 
again  gave  orders  for  the  men  to  leave  the  ship, 
and  fifteen,  all  of  whom  were  seamen  and  men 
whom  I  had  placed  my  confidence  upon,  were  the 
ones  who  crowded  the  first  boat  to  leave  the  ship. 
I  was  disgusted  at  witnessing  the  scramble,  and, 
not  feeling  in  the  least  alarmed  about  myself,  re- 
solved that  I,  an  "old  haymaker,"'  as  landsmen 
are  called,  would  stick  to  the  ship  as  long  as  my 
officers.  I  saw  three  of  these  men  swept  from  the 
deck  and  carried  leeward  on  the  swift  current. 

Bailing  was  now  resumed.  I  occupied  the  turret 
all  alone,  and  passed  buckets  from  the  lower 
hatchway  to  the  man  on  the  top  of  the  turret.  I 
took  off  my  coat — one  that  I  had  received  from 
home  only  a  few  days  before  (I  could  not  feel  that 
our  noble  little  ship  was  yet  lost) — and,  rolling  it 
up  with  my  boots,  drew  the  tompien  from  one  of 
the  guns,  placed  them  inside,  and  replaced  the 
tompion.  A  black  cat  was  sitting  on  the  breech 
of  one  of  the  guns,  howling  one  of  those  hoarse 
and  solemn  tunes  which  no  one  can  appreciate 
who  is  not  filled  with  the  superstitions  which  I 
had  been  taught  liv  the  sailors,  who  are  always 
afraid  to  kill  a  cat.  I  would  almost  as  soon  have 
touched  a  ghost,  but  leanght  her,  and,  placing  her 
in  another  gun.  replaced  the  wad  and  tompiou  ; 
but  I  could  still  hear  that  distressing  howl.  As  I 
raised  my  last  bucket  to  the  upper  hatchway  uo 
one  was  there  to  take  it.  I  scrambled  np  the  lad- 
der and  found  that  we  below  had  been  deserted.  I 
shouted  to  those  on  the  berth-ileck.  "Come  up:  the 
officers  have  left  the  ship,  and  a  boat  is  alongside."' 

As  I  reached  the  top  of  the  turret  I  saw  a  boat 

enabled  to  get  away  at  a  safe  distance,—  From  a  letter  to 
the  Editors  from  H.  K.  Ssirru.  then  of  the  Fhodf  Island. 
■^  The  boat  hiweixii  was  not  lost,  a.s  I  woU  know. 
siiici-  I  was  in  cominand  of  her.  The  gunwaU'  on  the 
starboard  sidi-  was  erusheil  by  the  Rhode  Island  ns  she 
tossed  helplessly  about  with  two  hnes  wound  up  in  her 
wliiel.  bill  the  boat  kept  atwve  water,  and  hnuight  olT 
sixteen  men.  among  them  SurgiH>u  Weeks.  The  men  did 
not  leap  down  upon  the  deck  to  guard  the  side,  which 
would  have  been  sheer  foltv.  but  remained  in  the  turret, 
and  were  with  difliculty  urgi^  to  come  on  deck  and  l»e 
taken  oft".  The  stern  of  the  Mnnilnr  htv  under  Iho  Khndr 
Island's  quarter— at  no  time  were  the  vessels  jinniMel. 
The  Mnnilnv  should  not  have  been  lost,  fhe  was  going 
against  a  liead-soa.  Had  she  turned  back  l>efore  dark 
siie  would  have  had  no  diflienlt.v,  a.s  all  the  ollicers  of  the 
Ithodc  Island  thought.  —  A.  O.  T.vri.OR.  .\eting  Ensign 
of  the  Rhode  Island. 
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made  fast  on  the  weather  quarter  filled  with  men. 
Thi-ee  others  were  standing  on  deck  trying  to  get 
on  board.  One  man  was  floating  leeward,  shout- 
ing in  vain  for  help ;  another,  who  hurriedly  passed 
me  and  jumped  down  from  the  turret,  Was  swept 
off  by  a  breaking  wave  and  never  rose.  I  was 
excited,  feeling  that  it  was  the  only  chance  to  be 
saved.  I  made  a  loose  line  fast  to  one  of  the 
stanchions,  and  let  myself  down  from  the  turret, 
the  ladder  having  been  washed  away.  The  mo- 
ment I  struck  the  deck  the  sea  broke  over  it  and 
swept  me  as  I  had  seen  it  sweep  my  shipmates.  I 
grasped  one  of  the  smoke-stack  braces  and,  hand- 
over-hand, ascended,  to  keep  my  head  above  water. 
It  required  all  my  strength  to  keep  the  sea  from 
tearing  me  away.  As  it  swept  from  the  vessel  I 
found  myself  dangling  in  the  air  nearly  at  the  top 
of  the  smoke-stack.  I  let  myself  fall,  and  suc- 
ceeded in  reaching  a  life-line  that  encircled  the 
deck  by  means  of  short  stanchions,  and  to  which 
the  boat  was  attached.  The  sea  again  broke  over 
us,  lifting  me  feet  upward  as  I  still  clung  to  the 
life-line.  I  thought  I  had  nearly  measured  the 
depth  of  the  ocean,  when  I  felt  the  turn,  and  as  my 
head  rose  above  the  water  I  was  somewhat  dazed 
from  being  so  nearly  drowned,  and  spouted  up,  it 
seemed,  more  than  a  gallon  of  water  that  had 
found  its  way  into  my  lungs.  I  was  then  about 
twenty  feet  from  the  other  men,  whom  I  found  to 
be  the  captain  and  one  seaman;  the  other  had 
been  washed  overboard  and  was  now  struggling  in 
the  water.  The  men  in  the  boat  were  pushing 
back  on  their  oars  to  keep  the  boat  from  being 
washed  on  to  the  Monitor's  deck,  so  that  the  boat 
had  to  be  hauled  in  by  the  painter  about  ten  or 
twelve  feet.  The  first  lieutenant,  S.  D.  Greene,  and 
other  officers  in  the  boat  were  shouting,  "Is  the 
captain  on  board?"  and,  with  severe  struggles  to 
have  our  voices  heard  above  the  roar  of  the  wind 
and  sea,  we  were  shouting,  "No,"  and  trying  to 
haul  in  the  boat,  which  we  at  last  succeeded  in 
doing.  The  captain,  ever  earing  for  his  men, 
requested  us  to  get  in,  but  we  both,  in  the  same 
voice,  told  him  to  get  in  first.  The  moment  he  was 
over  the  bows  of  the  boat  Lieutenant  Greene 
cried,  "Cut  the  painter!  cut  the  painter!"  I 
thought,  "Now  or  lost,"  and  in  less  time  than  I 
can  explain  it,  exerting  my  strength  beyond  im- 
agination, I  hauled  in  the  boat,  sprang,  caught  on 
the  gunwale,  was  pulled  into  the  boat  with  a  boat- 
hook  in  the  hands  of  one  of  the  men,  and  took  my 
seat  with  one  of  the  oarsmen.  The  other  man, 
named  Thomas  Joiee,  managed  to  get  into  the 
boat  in  some  way,  I  cannot  tell  how,  and  he  was 
the  last  man  saved  from  that  ill-fated  ship.  As  we 
were  cut  loose  I  saw  several  men  standing  on  top 
of  the  turret,  apparently  afraid  to  venture  down 
upon  deck,  and  it  may  have  been  that  they  were 
deterred  by  seeing  others  washed  overboard  while 
I  was  getting  into  the  boat,  j 

After  a  fearful  and  dangerous  passage  over  the 
frantic  seas,  we  reached  the  Rhode  Maud,  which 
still  had  the  tow-line  caught  in  her  wheel  and  had 
drifted  perhaps  two  miles  to  leeward.     We  came 


alongside  under  the  lee  bows,  where  the  first  boat, 
that  had  left  the  Monitor  nearly  an  hour  before, 
had  just  discharged  its  men;  but  we  found  that 
getting  on  board  the  Eliode  Island  was  a  harder 
task  than  getting  from  the  Monitor.  We  were  car- 
ried by  the  sea  from  stem  to  stern,  for  to  have 
made  fast  would  have  been  fatal;  the  boat  was 
bounding  against  the  ship's  sides ;  sometimes  it 
was  below  the  wheel,  and  then,  on  the  summit  of 
a  huge  wave,  far  above  the  decks ;  then  the  two 
boats  would  crash  together  ;  and  once,  while  Sur- 
geon Weeks  was  holding  on  to  the  rail,  he  lost  his 
lingers  by  a  collision  which  swamped  the  other 
boat.  Lines  were  thrown  to  us  from  the  deck  of 
the  lihode  Island,  which  were  of  no  assistance,  for 
not  one  of  us  could  climb  a  small  rope  ;  and  besides, 
the  men  who  threw  them  would  immediately  let 
go  their  holds,  in  their  excitement,  to  throw  an- 
other —  which  I  found  to  be  the  case  when  I  kept 
hauling  in  rope  instead  of  climbing. 

It  must  be  understood  that  two  vessels  lying  side 
by  side,  when  there  is  any  motion  to  the  sea,  move 
alternately  ;  or,  in  other  words,  one  is  constantly 
passing  the  other  up  or  down.  At  one  time,  when 
our  boat  was  near  the  bows  of  the  steamer,  we 
would  rise  upon  the  sea  until  we  could  touch 
her  rail ;  then  in  an  instant,  by  a  very  rapid  de- 
scent, we  could  touch  her  keel.  While  we  were 
thus  rising  and  falling  upon  the  sea,  I  caught  a 
rope,  and,  rising  with  the  boat,  managed  to  reach 
within  a  foot  or  two  of  the  rail,  when  a  man,  if 
there  had  been  one,  could  easily  have  hauled  me  on 
board.  But  they  had  all  followed  after  the  boat, 
which  at  that  instant  was  washed  astern,  and  I 
hung  dangling  in  the  air  over  the  bow  of  the  Bliode 
Island,  with  Ensign  Norman  Atwater  hanging  to 
the  cat-head,  three  or  four  feet  from  me,  like  my- 
self, with  both  hands  clinching  a  rope  and  shout- 
ing for  some  one  to  save  him.  Our  hands  grew 
painful  and  all  the  time  weaker,  until  I  saw  his 
strength  give  way.  He  slipped  a  foot,  caught 
again,  and  with  his  last  prayer,  "  0  God ! "  I  saw 
him  fall  and  sink,  to  rise  no  more.  The  ship  rolled, 
and  rose  upon  the  sea,  sometimes  with  her  keel  out 
of  water,  so  that  I  was  hanging  thirty  feet  above 
the  sea,  and  with  the  fate  in  view  that  had  befallen 
our  much-beloved  companion,  which  no  one  had 
witnessed  but  myself.  I  still  clung  to  the  rope  with 
aching  hands,  calling  in  vain  for  help.  But  I  could 
not  be  heard,  for  the  wind  shrieked  far  above  my 
voice.  My  heart  here,  for  the  only  time  in  my  life, 
gave  up  hope,  and  home  and  friends  were  most 
tenderly  thought  of.  While  I  was  in  this  state, 
within  a  few  seconds  of  giving  up,  the  sea  rolled 
forward,  bringing  with  it  the  boat,  and  when  I  would 
have  fallen  into  the  sea,  it  was  there.  I  can  only 
recollect  hearing  an  old  sailor  say,  as  I  fell  into 

the  bottom  of  the  boat,    "Where  in did  he 

come  from?" 

When  I  became  aware  of  what  was  going  on,  no 
one  had  succeeded  in  getting  out  of  the  boat,  which 
then  lay  just  forward  of  the  wheel-house.  Our 
captain  ordered  them  to  throw  bow-lines,  which 
was  immediately  done.     The  second  one  I  caught, 


I  Commander  Bankbead  reports  Thomas  Joice  among  the  missing.—  Editors. 
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and,  placing  myself  within  the  loop,  was  hauled  on 
board.  I  assisted  in  helping  the  others  out  of  the 
boat,  when  it  again  went  back  to  the  Monitor  ;  it 
did  not  reach  it,  however,  and  after  drifting  about 
on  the  ocean  several  days  it  was  picked  up  by 
a  passing  vessel  and  carried  to  PhUadelphia.  7^ 

It  was  half-past  13,  the  night  of  the  31st  of 
December,  1.S62,  when  1  stood  on  the  forecastle  of 
the  lihode  Island,  watching  the  red  and  white  lights 
that  hung  from  the  pennant-staif  above  the  turret, 

"^  After  malcini;  two  trips  there  were  still  four  ofB- 
c.ers  and  twelve  men  on  tbe  Monitor,  and  the  pallaut 
boat's  crew,  altliouffli  well-nigh  exhausted  by  their 
labors,  started  for  the  third  time  on  ite  perilnustrip,  but 
it  never  reached  them,  for  whileall  on  board  the  steamer 
were  anxiously  watching  the  light  in  the  turret  and 
vaudy  peering  into  the  darkness  for  a  glimpse  of  the 


and  which  now  and  then  were  seen  as  we  would 
perhaj>s  both  rise  on  the  sea  together,  until  at  last, 
just  as  the  moon  had  passed  below  the  horizon, 
they  were  lost,  and  the  Monitor,  whose  history  is 
familiar  to  us  all,  was  seen  no  more. 

The  lihode  Island  cruised  about  the  scene  of  the 
disaster  the  remainder  of  the  night  and  the  next 
forenoon  in  hope  of  finding  the  boat  that  had  been 
lost ;  then  she  returned  direct  to  Fort  Monroe, 
where  we  anived  the  next  day. 

rescuing  boat,  the  light  suddenly  disappeared  and  for- 
ever, for  after  watching  for  a  long  time  to  trj-  and  And 
it  again,  they  were  forced  to  the  coucluj^iou  that  the 
Monitor  had  gone  to  the  bottom  with  all  that  ri-maincU 
on  board.  The  position  of  the  Bhode  Island  at  this 
time  was  about  eight  or  ten  miles  off  tUc  coast  directly 
east  of  Cape  Hatteras.— H.  R.  Smitu. 
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IN  1877,  at  the  request  of  e.x-Secretary  Gideon 
Welles,  C.  S.  Bushnell,  of  New  Haven,  one  of 
the  associate  owners  of  the  Monitor,  embodied,  in 
a  letter  to  the  former,  his  recollections  of  the 
negotiations  which  led  to  the  building  of  that  ves- 
sel. That  letter  immediately  following,  and  letters 
of  comment  by  Captain  Ericsson  and  ex-Secretary 
Welles,  have  been  sent  to  the  editors  for  publica- 
tion, by  the  Reverend  Samuel  C.  Bushnell,  son 
of  the  builder: 

"HoNORAULE  Gideon  Welles.  Dear  Pie:  Some 
time  since,  during  a  short  conversation  in  regard  to  the 
little  first  Monitor,  you  expressed  a  desire  to  learn  from 
me  some  of  the  unwritti-ii  d''t:iils  t)f  her  history;  par- 
ticularly, how  the  pl;iu  (if  the  Imat  came  to  be  pre- 
sented to  the  Govcrnim-ut  and  the  manner  in  which  the 
contract  fiu-  her  cdnstruetion  was  secured. 

"YoudiiubtlcsH  ri'memberhandiugme  in  August,  1861, .^ 
atWillanl's  Iliitiq  in  Washington,  D.  C,  the  draft  of  a 
bill  which  ynn  lioiird  congress  should  pass,  in  ref- 
erence to  obt;iiiilii^  siiiii.'  kind  of  irou-clad  vessels  to 
meet  the  fonniilniilc  iniiKiiations  the  Rebels  were  mak- 
ing .at  Noifiilk.  Miihili-,  .i)].!  New  OrU-ans.  .\t  that  time 
youstati'il  that  yiiii  hail  .clnMdy  i-allcil  the  attention  ol 
Congress  to  this  matter,  but  withnnt  cfTc-ct. 

"  I  presented  this  liill  to  tin'  llnnnnible  .Tames  E.  Eng- 
lish, member  of  Congri'ss  irnni  my  distiii-t.  \vho  ft>rfu- 
nately  wason  the  Naval  Cnnimittee  and  unfiringly  nrgeil 
the  matter  on  their  affiMifion.  The  ehairnuiu  nf  the 
connnittee,  A.  II.  Uica-,  of  IMassaehuseffs,  f  also  coiipcr- 
.ated  most  liearlily.  so  that  in  about  thirty  days,'\  it  I 
rememlief  eorreefly,  the  hill  jiassed  both  Houses,  and 
wasin)uii'iliafely  signed  by  President  Lincoln.  The  bill 
required  all  plans  of  iron-elad  vessels  to  be  snliniitted  to 
a  board  of  naval  ntlieers  appoinfed  liy  yom-self.  The 
board  ciuisistcd  of  .Vdniirals  Pniifh  aiid  raulding  and 
Captain  Davis,  who  examined  hundreds  of  plans,  good 
and  bad,  and  annmg  others  that  of  a  plated  iron  gim- 
l>oat  called  the  r.alcun,  eontrived  lij-  Samuel  H.  Pook, 
now  a  eonstrnctor  in  the  Navy  Department.  The  partial 
protection  of  iron  bars  proposed  for  her  seemed  so  bur- 
densome that  many  naval  offlcers  warned  mc  against 
the  possibility  of  the  flnlrnn's  being  aide  to  carry  the 
additional  weight  of  her  armament. 

"C,  H.  Delamatcr.  of  Xew  York,  advised  me  to  consult 
withth^^enginel•l■,  Captain  John  Eriesson,  on  the  matter. 

■ijtr.  nnsloioH's  leenllectieii  of  tin' ilates  is  inexact.  The 
bill  (Sonafe,  36)  wns  introdueeil  .Inly  lOtli.  ill  tlie  Senate,  by 
Mr.  Grimes  of  rii\va,"at  the  instance  of  tlie  Departnient." 
(Cnngrpsslnnal  Ololio.  1st  Session.  37tfi  Congress,  pp.  inn, 
:V)4V    Tt  liecame  a  law  .August  'M.~  ICiUTOits. 

J}  .\s  -Mr.  Welles  iioints  out  in  his  letter  (see  below),  this 


This  I  proceeded  at  once  to  do,  and  on  supplying  him 
with  the  data  necessary  for  his  calculations  promptly 
gained  the  answer,  *  She  will  easily  cany  the  load  you 
propose,  and  stand  a  o-inch  shot  —  if  fired  from  a 
respectable  distance.'  At  the  close  of  this  interview, 
Caiitain  Ericsson  asked  it  I  had  time  .Inst  then  to  ex- 
amiue  the  plau  of  a  floating  battery  absolutely  Impreg- 
nable to  the  heaviest  shotorshelL  I  replied  that  the 
problem  had  been  occupying  me  for  the  last  three 
months,  and  that,  considering  the  time  required  for  con- 
struction, the  Gatenft  was  the  best  result  that  I  had  been 
able  to  attaiu.  He  then  placed  before  me  the  pl:ni  of  the 
Monitor,  explained  how  quickly  and  powerfully  she 
could  be  built,  and  exhibited  with  characteristic  pride 
.a  medal  and  letter  of  thanks  received  from  Xaiwleou  III. 
For  it  appears  that  Ericsson  had  invented  the  batter)* 
when  France  and  Russia  were  at  war,  and  out  of  hos- 
tility to  Russia  had  presented  it  to  France,  hoping 
thereby  to  aid  the  defeat  of  Sweden's  licre«litary  foe. 
The  invcntiou,  however,  came  too  late  to  be  of  service, 
and  was  preserved  for  another  issue. 

"  You  no  doubt  remember  my  delight  with  the  plan  of 
the  Monitor  when  first  Cajitain  Ericsson  intruste*!  ittu 
my  care ;  how  I  followed  you  to  Hartfonl  and  astounded 
you  by  saying  that  the  country  was  safe  tiecause  1  had 
found  a  batter}-  which  would  make  us  mast<'r  of  the 
situation  so  far  as  the  ocean  was  concerned.  Yon  were 
much  pleased,  and  urged  me  to  lose  no  time  in  present- 
ing the  plau  to  the  Xaval  Boai-d  at  Wa.sliington.  I  se- 
cuiiil  at  once  the  cooperation  of  wise  and  able  a.s.«ooiatee 
ill  the  person  of  the  late  Honorable  John  A.  Griewoldof 
[Troy]  X.  Y'.,  and  .Tolin  F.  Winslow  of  Troy,  both  of 
them  friends  of  Governor  Seward  and  large  inannfao- 
turers  of  iron  plates,  etc.  Governor  Seward  fumished 
us  with  a  strong  letter  of  iutroduction  to  President 
Lincoln,  who  was  at  once  greatly  pleased  with  the  sim- 
plicity of  the  plau  ami  agreeil  to  aceompan.v  ns  to  the 
Xavy  Department  at  11  A.  M.  the  following  da.v,  and  aid 
ns  as  best  he  could.  He  was  on  hand  priunptly  at  11 
o'eloelc  — the  day  before  you  rcturm-d  from  HartfonJ. 
Captain  Fox.  together  Avith  a  part  of  the  Xaval  Board. 
was  present.  T^  All  were  siirpriseii  at  the  novelty  of  the 
plan.  Some  advised  trying  it :  others  ridienled  it.  The 
eonfercnco  was  finally  closed  for  that  day  by  Mr.  Lin- 
coln's remarking.  '.Ml  I  have  to  say  is  what  the  girl 
said  when  she  put  her  fiiot  into  the  stocking,  **  It  strikes 
mcthen^'s  something  in  it."'  The  following  day  .Vdmtral 
Smith  convened  the  whide  boanl.  when  T  presenter!  as 
best  I  eiuild  the  plau  audits  merits,  carefully  nothigthe 

was  an  ernir  of  >rr.  Buslineirs.  Tlie  eliairtuan  of  the  Xaval 
Coniiuitteo  wa.s  Charles  B.  Sedpwiek.  of  Symrnse,  Xew 
York.    Mr.  Rice  eanie  second  on  the  ooniniilfee.— EDITORS. 

"X  The  time  was  actually  fifteen  days,—  EPITORS. 

"it  Sevonil  uaval  ofticers  were  also  present  nnofllciiiHy.— 

KnrroRS. 
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remarks  ol  each  member  of  the  board.  I  then  weut  to 
my  hotel  quite  sanguine  of  success,  but  only  to  be  disap- 
pointed ou  the  following  day.  For  during  the  hours  fol- 
lowing the  last  session,  I  found  that  the  air  had  been 
thick  with  croakings  that  the  department  was  about  to 
father  another  Ericsson  failure.  Never  was  I  more 
active  than  now  in  the  effort  to  prove  that  Ericsson  had 
never  made  a  failure;  that,  on  the  contrary,  he  had 
built  for  the  Government  the  iirst  steam  war-propeller 
ever  made;  that  the  bursting  of  the  gun  was  no  fault  of 
his,  but  of  the  shell,  which  had  not  been  made  strong 
enough  to  prevent  its  flattening  up  with  the  pressiu'e  of 
the  explosion  behind  it,  making  the  bursting  of  the  gun 
unavoidable ;  that  his  caloric  principle  was  a  triumph- 
ant success,  but  that  no  metal  had  yet  been  found  to 
utilize  it  on  a  large  scale.  I  succeeded  at  length  in  get- 
ting Admirals  Smith  and  Paulding  to  promise  to  sign  a 
report  advising  the  building  of  one  trial  battery,  j^i'o- 
vided  Captain  Davis  would  join  with  them.  On  goingto 
him,  I  was  informed  that  I  might '  take  the  little  thing 
home  and  worship  it,  as  it  would  not  be  idolatry,  because 
it  was  made  in  the  image  of  nothing  in  the  heaven  above 
or  on  the  earth  below  or  in  the  waters  nnder  the  earth.' 
One  thing  only  yet  remained  whichit  was  possible  to  do : 
this  was  to  get  Ericsson  to  come  to  Washington  and 
plead  the  case  himself.  This  I  was  sure  would  win  the 
case,  and  so  informed  you,  for  Ericsson  is  a  full  electric 
battery  in  himself.  You  at  once  promised  to  have  a  meet- 
ing in  your  room  if  I  could  succeed  in  inducing  him  to 
come.  This  was  exceedingly  doubtful,  for  so  badlj'  had 
he  been  treated  and  so  unmercifully  maligned  in  regard 
to  the  Princeton  that  he  had  repeatedly  declared  that  he 
would  never  set  foot  in  Washington  again. 

"Nevertheless  I  appeared  at  his  house  the  next  morn- 
ing precisely  at  9  o'clock,  and  heard  his  sharp  greeting: 
'Well!  Howisit?'  '  Glorious,' said  I.  'Goon.goon,' 
said  he  with  much  impatience.  '  What  did  they  say  ? ' 
'Admiral  Smith  says  it  is  worthy  of  the  genius  of  an 
Ericsson.'  The  pride  fairly  gleamed  in  his  eyes.  'But 
Paulding— what  did  he  say  of  it  2 '  '  He  said,  "  It's  just 
the  thing  to  clear  the  '  Rebs'  out  of  Charleston  with."' 
'How  about  Davis?'  he  inquired,  as  I  appeared  to 
hesitate  a  moment.  '  Oh,  Davis,'  said  I,  '  he  w.anted 
two  or  three  explanations  in  detail  which  I  couldn't 
give  him,  and  so  Secretary  Welles  proposed  that  I  should 
come  and  get  you  to  come  to  Washington  and  explain 
these  few  points  to  the  entire  board  in  his  room  to-mor- 
row.'    '  Well,  I'll  go  —  I'll  go  to-night.' 

"  From  that  moment  1  knew  that  the  success  of  the 
affair  was  assured.  You  remember  how  he  thrilled  every 
person  present  in  your  room  with  his  vivid  description  of 
what  the  little  boat  would  be  and  what  she  could  do ; 
and  that  in  ninety  days'  time  she  could  be  built,  although 
the  Rebels  had  already  been  four  months  or  more  on  the 
Merrimac  with  all  the  appliances  of  the  Norfolk  Navy 
Yard  to  help  them. 

"  You  asked  him  how  much  it  would  cost  to  complete 
her.  '  Two  hundred  and  seventy-five  thousand  dollars,' 
he  said.  Then  you  promptly  turned  to  the  members 
of  the  board,  and  one  by  one  asked  them  if  they  would 
recommend  that  a  contract  be  entered  into,  for  her 
constniction,  with  Captain  Ericsson  and  his  associates. 
Each  one  answered,  '  Yes,  by  all  means.'  Then  you  told 
Captain  Ericsson  to  start  her  immediately.  On  the  next 
day  in  New  York  a  large  portion  of  every  article  used 
in  her  construction  was  ordered,  and  a  contract  at  once 
entered  into  between  Captain  Ericsson  and  his  asso- 
ciates and  T.  F.  Rowland,  at  Green  Point,  for  the  ex- 
peditious construction  of  the  most  formidable  vessel 
ever  made.  It  was  arranged  that  after  a  few  days  I 
should  procure  a  formal  documentary  contract  from  the 
Naval  Board  to  be  signed  and  executed  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy,  Captain  John  Ericsson  and  associates. 

"  I  regret  that  this  part  of  the  matter  has  been  mis- 
understood, as  thongh  you  had  made  terms  heavier  or 
the  risk  greater  than  you  ought.  The  simple  fact  was 
that  after  we  had  entered  upon  the  work  of  construction, 
and  before  the  formal  contract  had  been  awarded,  a 
great  clamor  arose,  much  of  it  due  to  interested  parties, 
to  the  effect  that  the  battery  would  prove  a  failure  and 


disgrace  the  members  of  the  board  for  their  action  in 
recommending  it.  For  their  own  protection,  therefore, 
and  out  of  their  superabundant  caution  they  insisted  on 
inserting  in  the  contract  a  clause  requiring  us  to  guaran- 
tee the  complete  success  of  the  battery,  so  that,  in  case 
she  proved  a  failure,  the  Government  might  be  refunded 
the  amounts  advanced  to  us  from  time  to  time  during 
her  construction.  To  Captain  Ericsson  and  myself,  this 
was  never  an  embarrassment ;  but  to  Mr.  Winslow,  as 
indeed  to  Mr.  Griswold  also,  it  appeared  that  the  board 
had  asked  too  much.  But  I  know  that  the  noble  old 
Admii'al  Smith  never  intended  that  we  should  suffer, 
and  among  the  many  fortunate  things  for  which  the 
nation  had  occasion  to  be  grateful — such  as  the  provi- 
dential selection  as  President  in  those  dark  days  of  the 
immortal  Lincoln  and  his  wisely  chosen  Cabinet  —  was 
the  appointment  of  Admiral  Smith  to  the  charge  of  the 
navy  yards,  who  always  seemed  to  sleep  with  one  eye 
open,  so  constant  was  his  watchfulness  and  so  eager  his 
desire  that  the  entire  navy  should  be  always  in  readiness 
to  do  its  part  in  the  overthrow  of  the  rebellion. 

"  lam  confident  that  no  native-born  child  ol  this  coim- 
try  will  ever  forget  the  proud  son  of  Sweden  who  could 
sit  in  his  own  house  and  contrive  thethree  thousand  dif- 
ferent parts  that  go  to  make  up  the  complete  hull  of  the 
steam-battery  Dictator,  so  that  when  the  mechanics  came 
to  put  the  parts  together  not  a  single  alteration  in  any 
particular  was  required  to  be  made.  What  the  little 
first  Monitor  and  the  subsequent  larger  ones  achieved  is 
a  part  ol  history.     .     .     .     Very  respectfully,  C.  S. 

BUSHNELL." 

The  date  of  the  following  letter  from  Captain 
Ericsson  to  the  son  of  Mr.  C.  S.  Busbnell  indicates 
that  the  above  letter  was  submitted  to  Captain 
Ericsson  before  it  was  sent  to  Ex-Secretary  Welles: 

'■New  Yokk,  March  2d,  1877. 
"Ericsson  F.  Bushneel,  Esq.,  New  Haven.  My 
Dear  Sir  :  I  have  read  with  much  pleasure  your  father's 
statement  to  Mr.  WeUes  concerning  the  construction  of 
the  original  monitor.  I  do  not  think  any  changes  or 
additions  are  needed,  the  main  facts  being  well  stated. 
.  .  .  Yours  very  truly,  J.  Ericsson." 

Ex-Secretary  Welles,  under  date  of  Hartford, 
19th  March,  1877,  addressed  the  following  letter 
to  Mr.  C.  S.  Bushnell : 

"  My  Dear  Sir  :  I  received  on  the  16th  inst.  your 
interesting  communication  without  date — relative  to 
the  construction  of  the  Monitor.  Many  of  the  incidents 
narrated  by  you  I  remember,  although  more  than  fifteen 
years  have  gone  by  since  they  transpired.  Some  errors, 
not  very  essential  and  caused  by  lapse  of  years,  occur 
—  Sedgwick,  not  Rice,  was  chairman  ol  the  Naval  Com- 
mittee ;  GrLswold  resided  in  Troy,  not  New  York,  and 
subsequently  represented  the  Troy  District  in  Congress, 
etc.,  etc. 

"I  well  remember  asking  you  to  put  in  writing  the 
facts  in  your  possession  concerning  the  construction 
of  the  Monitor.  Some  statements  of  General  Butler, 
Wendell  Phillips,  and  others,  to  disiiarage  the  Navy 
Department,  pervert  the  truth  and  deny  us  all  credit, 
led  Admiral  Smith,  in  the  autumn  of  1868  to  addi'ess  to 
me  a  communication  reciting  the  facts,  for  he  said, 
when  we  were  gone,  those  of  us  who  took  the  responsi- 
bility and  would  have  incurred  the  disgrace  had  Erics- 
son's invention  proved  a  failure,  would  be  ignored  and 
history  misstated.  As  you  were  more  intimate  with  the 
case  at  its  inception,  wei-e  the  first  to  bring  it  to  the 
attention  of  the  department,  it  seemed  to  me  proper 
that  your  recollection  and  knowledge  of  the  transaction 
should  be  reduced  to  ■writing.  I  am  greatly  obliged  to 
you  for  the  full  and  satisfactory  manner  in  which  you 
have  complied  with  my  request.  Next,  after  Ericsson 
himself,  you  are  entitled  to  bringing  his  invention  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  department.  I  would  not  know- 
ingly do  injustice  to  .iny  one,  and  I  am  well  aware  that 
the  official  in  civil  life,  and  who  in  administering  the 
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goTemment  directs  movements  by  which  naval  and 
military  men  acquire  renown,  is  often  by  the  passing 
multitink-  little  thought  of  and  scarcely  known ;  but  the 
truth  Hhnuld  not  lie  suppressed. 

"  The  ei\  iUaiis  of  the  Navy  Department  who  adopted 
and  pursued  through  ridicule  and  assault  tlie  Monitor 
experiment,  Butler  and  others  would  slight  and  defame. 
In  the  histoiies  of  the  war,  the  Navy  Department,  which 
originated,  planned,  and  carried  forward  the  naval 
achievements  from  Hatteras  to  New  Orleans,  and  ftually 
Fort  Fisher,  is  scarcely  known  or  mentioned.  The 
heroes  who  fought  the  battles  and  periled  their  lives  to 
carry  into  effect  the  plans  which  the  dei)artmeut  de- 
vised have  deservedly  honorable  remembrance  —  but  the 
originators  and  movers  are  little  known.  I  remember, 
my  dear  sir,  your  earnest  efforts  in  the  early  days  of  the 
war  and  the  comfort  they  gave  nie. 

"  Yoius,         Gideon  Welles." 

Captain  Ericsson's  version  of  the  visit  to  Wash- 
ington, as  given  in  Colonel  William  C.  Church's 
paper  on  "John  Ericsson"  in  "The  Century" 
magazine  for  April,  1879,  is  as  follows: 

"  Witli  his  previous  experieuce  of  the  waste  of  time 
and  patience  required  to  accomplish  anything  at  Wash- 
ington, Captain  Ericsson,  who  is  not,  it  must  be  said, 
like  the  man  Moses,  '  exceeding  meek,'  would  not  him- 
self go  to  the  capital  to  secure  attention  to  his  ideas. 
There  were  associated  with  him  three  men  of  practical 
experience,  great  energy  and  wealth,  who  had  become 
interested  in  the  Monitor  and  were  determiiu-d  that  it 
should  have  a  trial.  One  of  these  was  Mr.  f.  S.  nushnell. 
of  Connecticut.  lie  went  to  Waslaugton,  but  failed  in 
the  attempt  to  persuade  the  iron-clad  board  that  the 
designer  of  the  Princeton  was  worthy  of  a  hearing. 
Notliing  remained  except  to  induce  Ericsson  to  visit 
WasliiiiLrtnn  in  i>erson  and  plead  his  own  cause  with 
that  rude  lint  forcible  eloquence  which  has  seldom  failed 
him  in  an  emergency.  To  move  hiiu  was  only  less  diffi- 
cult than  to  convince  the  Navy  Department  without 
him.  At  last  a  subterfuge  was  adopted.  Ericsson  was 
given  to  understand  that  Mr.  Bu-shnell's  reception  at 
Washington  had  been  satisfactory  and  that  nothing  re- 
mained but  for  him  to  go  on  and  complete  the  details  of 
a  contract  for  one  of  his  vessels.  Presenting  himself 
before  the  board,  what  was  his  astonishment  to  find 
that  he  was  not  only  an  imexpected  but  apparently  an 


unwelcome  x-isitor !  It  was  evident  that  the  board  wer«? 
asking  themselves  what  coulil  have  brought  him  there. 
He  was  not  left  long  in  iloubt  as  to  the  meaning  of  thl-s 
reception.  To  his  indignation,  a.s  well  as  his  astonish- 
ment, lie  was  informed  that  the  plan  of  a  vessel  submit- 
ted by  him  had  already  been  rejected.  The  flrst  impulse 
was  to  withdraw  at  once.  Plastering  his  anger,  how- 
ever, he  stopped  to  inquire  the  reason  for  the  deter- 
mination of  the  board.  The  vessel  had  not  sufficient 
stabilit.v.  Commodore  Smith  exclaimed  ;  in  fact,  it  would 
upset  and  place  her  crew  in  the  inconvenient  and  unde- 
sirable position  of  submarine  divers.  Now,  if  there  is 
anything  which  especially  dh^tinguishes  the  Monitor, 
with  its  low  free-board,  it  is  the  peculiarity  which  it  has 
in  common  with  the  raft  it  resembles  —  its  inability  to 
upset.  In  a  nmst  earnest  and  lucid  argument.  Captain 
Ericsson  proceeded  to  explain  this.  Perceiving  that  hLs 
explanation  had  its  effect,  and  his  blood  being  well 
warmed  by  this  time,  he  ended  by  declaring  to  the  board 
with  great  earnestness  :  •  Gentlenieu,  after  what  I  have 
said,  I  consider  it  to  be  your  dut}'  to  the  country  to 
give  me  an  order  to  build  the  vessel  before  I  leave  this 
room.'  Withdrawing  to  one  comer,  the  board  consulted 
together  and  invited  Captain  Ericsson  to  call  again  at 
1  o'clock.  Promptly  at  the  hour  named  he  appeared 
at  the  Navy  Department.  In  the  board-room  he  foimd 
Commodore  Paidding  alone.  The  commodore  received 
him  in  the  most  friendly  manner,  invite<l  him  into  his 
private  office,  and  asked  that  he  woiUd  repeat  the  expla- 
nation of  the  morning  as  to  the  stabUity  of  the  vessel. 
Between  the  two  interviews,  Ericsson  had  foimdtimeto 
make  at  his  hotel  a  diagram  presenting  the  question  oi 
stabilityin  a  form  easily  understotxl.  With  this  diagram, 
he  repeated  his  previous  demonstration.  Commodore 
(afterward  Admiral)  Paulding  was  thoroughly  con- 
vinced, and  with  frankness  which  did  him  gn-at  credit 
said:  'Sir,  I  have  learnt  more  .nbout  the  stability  of  a 
vessel  from  what  you  have  now  said  than  all  I  knew 
before.'  This  interview  ended  with  a  request  to  call 
again  at  3  o'clock.  Calling  at  3.  Ericsson  was  at  once 
invited  to  pass  into  the  room  of  secretary  Welles.  Here, 
without  farther  parley,  the  secretary  informed  him  that 
the  board  now  reported  favorablj-  upon  his  plan  of  a 
vessel,  and  wi.shed  him  to  return  to  New  York  and  com- 
mence work  upon  it  at  once.  The  contract  would  be 
sent  on  for  signature.  Before  this  contract  was  re- 
ceived, the  keel-plates  for  the  first  Monitor  had  passed 
through  the  rolling-mill."  EditoKS. 
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